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MARIE  PAUL  JOSEPH  ROCH  TTES  GILBERT 
MO  TIER 

MARQUIS  DE  LAFAYETTE. 


7HIS  distinguished  character  was  bom  jM/tft^'^^tlt  o^ 
September,  1 757,  in  tiie  province  of  Aujrengnf  ,/fibMF*  c<Snh 
prising  the  two  departments  of  Cantal,  ini  :¥i^^lis^omp^* 
and  a  part  of  la  Haute  Loire.  His  birth*piac6*wa<  lli^ 
Chateau  de  Chavagnac,  situated  about  six  miles  from  the 
ancient  town  of  Brionde.  The  province  of  Auvergne  is 
celebrated  for  the  valour  and  independence  of  its  inhabit- 
ants, from  the  earliest  times.  His  ancestors  ranked  among 
the  first  people  of  the  province,  and  had  ever  been  conspi- 
cuous for  their  independent  spirit,  and  chivalric  contempt 
of  danger.  The  Marechal  de  Lafayette,  once  the  terror 
of  the  British,  is  distinguished  in  the  annals  of  France; 
and  his  relation,  Madame  de  Lafayette,  was  a  lady  of  ex* 
tensive  literary  celebrity.  Inheriting  the  spirit  of  his  fa* 
thers,  he  became  the  early  advocate  of  political  freedom, 
and  imbibed  the  most  ardent  attachment  to  the  principles 
of  rational  liberty. 

Between  the  age  of  seven  and  eight  years,  he  was  placed 
at  the  college  of  Louis  le  Grand,  at  Paris,  where  he  rei> 
cdved  an  excellent  education.    In  the  year  1772,  at  the 
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ceived  an  excellent  education.  In  the  jear  1772|  at  tbe 
age  of  fifteen,  he  was  enrolled  among  the  Mousquitairea,  a 
corps  instituted  for  the  protection  of  the  royal  person,  and 
composed  of  young  men  of  the  most  illustrious  extraction* 
Previous  to  this  time,  he  was  made  one  of  the  pages  of  the 
queen  of  France.  The  mildness  and  aflbbility  of  his  man- 
ners soon  attracted  the  universal  esteem  of  his'  new  eom- 
rades;  and  the  immediate  influence  of  royalty,  in  a  short 
time,  elevated  him  to  the  rank  of  a  commissioned-  officer,  a 
«  &vour  exclusively  reserved  for  the  most  illustrious  scions  of 
nobility. 

The  Mousquitaires  du  Roi  had  for  a  long  time  been  a 
costly  establishment ;  and  although  such  a  noble  guard  was 
highly  flatter$pg«ip.:the  dignity  of  the  sovereign,  yet  the  ex- 
.  ..••.P^*?;*^^^P^5*.^*:A'Vs  severely  felt,  and  frequently  regretted. 
V'tVt'tfcfe  siippftjssiqn.of  it  had  been  repeatedly  agitated;  but  no 
iTiinste^  w|);Vf  ^een  found  sufficiently  hardy  to  venture  on  a 
ref4i^f^(ptiua|eiftced  him  with  the  resentment  of  the  most 
•polltt  hp^fitJdi.^rBnce*  This  instance  of  political' forti- 
tjdd*  Was 'reserved  for  the  Count  de  St.  Germain,  who  eiH 
forced  to  Louis  XVI.  the  considerable  savings  that  might  be 
applied  to  the  elective  marching  battalions,  from  the  redtio- 
tion  of  a  corps  which  was  the  offipring  of  pageantry.  An 
edict  was  accordingly  published,  in  the  year  1775,  for  the 
suppression  of  the  Mousquitaires. 

Those  brave  men,  whose  courage  had  always  been  oele* 
brated,  received  the  news  of  their  dismission  with  the  deep* 
est  marks  of  sorrow  and  despair.  Attached  to  each  other 
by  similarity  of  habits,  and  cemented  in  friendship  by  com- 
mon dangers  and  services,  they  regarded  the  order  whicb 
decreed  their  separation,  with  feelings  of  real  and  undis* 
guised  grief.  M.  de  la  Chaise,  a  veteran  officer  of  tried 
resolution,  and  one  of  their  commanders,  fainted  on  re- 
ceiving the  fatal  mandate ;  and  the  whole  corps  vented  their  . 
sorrow  in  the  loudest  and  most  poignant  exclamations.  Bat 
the  King  and  his  ministers  were  inexorable-— and,  it  is  saidy 
that  the  capital  was  not  sorry  to  be  delivered  from  a  6orp% 
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^Hiose  impetuous  and  aristocratic  spirit  too  frequently  in* 
tfuhfid  the  more  humble  class  of  citizens.  In  the  year  1774, 
he  manied  Anastasie,  a  daughter  of  the  illustrious  bouse 
of  Noaille^  celebrated  for  her  virtues,  courage,  and  conju* 
gal  a&ction.  The  history  of  female  virtue  and  female  he* 
roism,  prAents  nothing  more  rare  in  excellence  than  the 
life  and  character  of  Madame  Lafayette.  It  will  be  found 
m  the  sequel,  that  she  was  worthy  of  the  hero  to  whom  she 
was  united.  Such  cluuracters,  said  Charles  Fox^  speaking  ^ 
tof  this  admirable  pair,  should  flourish  in  the  annals  of  the 
world,  and  live  to  posterity,  when  kings,  and  the  crowns 
they  wear,  must  have  mouldered  in  the  dust.  His  union 
with  the  young  Countess  de  NoaiUes  increased  the  annual 
revenue  of  the  Marquis  de  Lafayette,  to  two  hundred  thou'- 
aand  francs.  At  this  time  a  general  peace  in  Europe  in- 
flicted a  painful  restraint  on  his  enthusiasm  for  military  fame, 
and  condemned  him  to  a  state  of  inactivity,  which  litde  ac* 
corded  with  his  ardent  and  enterprising  disposition.  The 
enjoyments  of  affluence,  and  the  luxuries  of  the  court,  were 
unable  to  subdue  the  spirit  of  his  sires  which  animated  bis 
bosom.  The  same  spirit  which  guided  his  gallant  father  to 
a  8oldier*3  death,*  on  the  disastrous  plains  of  Minden,  gk)wed 
with  equal  purity  and  vigour  in  the  breast  of  his  noble  de- 
scendant He  appeared  at  the  French  court  to  which  his 
rank  had  called  him,  while  yet  a  boy.  Too  young  to  be 
insensible  to  its  pleasures,  but  too  noble  to  be  tainted  by  its 
corruptions,  he  obstinately  refused  a  place,  voluntarily  o^ 
fered  to  him,  as  the  stepping-stone  to  ^ch  honours  as  cour* 
tiers  eagerly  solicitf .  He  had  already,  at  the  age  of  sixteen^ 
felt  and  acknowledged  another  vocation. — ^The  star  of 
political  liberty  was,  at  that  period,  observed  rismg  brightly 

•Tiisfttberof  Ckosna  Lt&y«tte  wtfkiOed  at  the  Uttle  of  Mmdsn 
it  IS  a  eurioiu  fact,  that  his  death  was  occoiioned  by  a  shot  from  a  battety 
oomixiaiided  by  the  same  General  Phillipt,  to  whonr  hit  son  waa  oppoMil 
fa  Virgmia,  m  the  year  1781. 
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lit  the  west,  and  Lafayette  was  among  die  first  who  welK 
forth  from  a  distant  land  to  worship  it.  At  this  period  of 
hjs  life,  the  Marquis  de  Lafayette  was  a  noble  looking  man, 
notwithstanding  his  deep  red  hair.  His  forehead,  though 
receding,  was  fine,  his  eye  clear  hazel,  and  his  mouth  and 
chin  delicately  formed ;  exhibiting  beauty  Aither  than 
strength.  The  expression  of  his  countenance  was  strongly 
indicative  of  a  generous  and  gallant  spirit,  mingled  with 
something  of  the  pride  of  conscious  manliness.  His  mren 
was  noble, — ^liis  manners  frank  and  amiable, — ^his  movements 
light  and  graceful.  Formed  both  by  nature  and  edacation, 
to  be  the  ornament  of  a  court,  and  already  distinguished  by 
bis  polished  manners  and  attractive  qualities,  in  the  circte 
of  his  noble  acquaintance,  his  free  principles  were  neither 
withered  by  tlie  sunshine  of  royalty,  nor  weakened  by  flat- 
tery and  temptation. 

Among  the  various  nations  of  Europe,  all  more  or  less  fa- 
vourable to  the  American  cause,  and  detesting  the  tyranny 
of  England,  none  signalized  themselves*  more  than  die 
French.  The  desire  of  vengeance,  the  hope  of  retrieving 
its  losses,  the  remembrance  of  ancient  splendour,  the  an- 
guish of  recent  wounds,  all  stimulated  the  French  govern- 
ment to  side  with  the  colonists  in  their  struggles  against 
oppression.  The  interest  which  France  took  in  the  contest, 
plainly  mdicated  at  its  commencement,  that  the  projects 
then  in  agitation  in  her  councils  would  not  k>ng  be  con- 
cealed. 

Exclusive  of  the  national  and  hereditary  inveteracy  of  the 
people  towards  the  English,  they  believed  them  to  be  acting 
an  unjustifiable  part  towards  the  Americans.  Hence  they 
considered  themselves  doubly  authorized  to  assist  the  latter ; 
and  were  prompted  by  motives  of  jusdce  as  well  as  of 
policy.  In  fact,  the  government  only  awaited  the  maturity 
of  events,  and  a  propiuous  occasion,  openly  to  espouse  our 
cause. — ^The  nation  was  acquainted  with  the  disposition  oi 
die  ministry ;  and,  as  no  people  are  more  suaoqptible  of  ini' 
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iHresBions  from  those  in  power  than  the  Fren<^,  the  cause  of 
America  foond  among  them  the  most  ardent  and  ii^^ouf 
Advocates. 

The  operation  of  many  other  causes  concurred  to  the 
tame  effect  Although  the  people  of  France  had  been  ac» 
customed  to  Uye  under  a  very  absolute  system  of  govern- 
ment, they  have  uniformly  testified  a  particular  esteem  for 
aucb  men»  and  for  such  nations  as  have  valiantly  defended 
their  liberty  against  the  usurpations  of  tyranny.  When 
they  are  not  led  astray,  and,  as  it  were,  transported  by  their 
exorbitant  imagination,  their  character  is  naturally  benevo- 
lent and  gentle :  they  are  always  disposed  to  succour  the 
oppressed,  especially  when  they  support  their  ill  fortune 
with  constancy^  and  endeavour  to  surmount  it  with  courage. 
There  is  a  national  tendency  in  &vour  of  great  and  glorious 
enterprises  :  such  was  the  cause  of  America ;  and  such  were 
the  general  sentiments  of  the  French  toward  them. 

At  this  period,  moreover,  those  writers  who  in  all  coun- 
tries, but  particularly  in  France,  had  treated  on  political 
subjects,  had  manifested  themselves  the  advocates  of  a  libe- 
ral mode  of  government,  and  thus  the  opinions  prevalent  at 
that  time  were  extremely  propitious  to  civil  liberty.  Nothing 
can  more  evidently  prove  the  spirit  of  that  epoch,  than  the 
eager  request  for  those  writings,  and  the  still  more  rapid 
dissemination  of  the  principles  they  contained.  When  the 
news  of  the  commotions  which  agitated  America  arrived, 
in  all  social  circles,  as  well  as  in  numerous  publications 
which  daily  appeared  in  France,  the  Americans  were  the 
objects  of  boundless  eulogiums ;  their  cause  was  defended 
by  the  most  forcible  arguments,  and  justified  by  a  multitude 
of  illustrious  examples.  '  If  indeed,  at  the  period  when 
France,  after  the  cession  made  by  the  republic  of  Geneva, 
had  undertaken  the  conquest  of  Corsica,  many  wef  e  found 
, among  the  French  who  professed  themselves  the  apologists 
ei  those  islanders,  and  ventured  openly  to  condemn  the 
determination  of  their  own  government  to  subdue  them,— 
it  may  well  be  ima^ned  that  the  partisans  of  America  were 
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MUk  more  aamerous,  and  demonttrated  an  ea&amaMm^ilSIL 
iildre  ardent.  It  would  be  diffic«lt  to  describe  die  eKcem^ 
joj, — the  vast  hopes  that  were  excited  by  the  con^oeatibA 
i[  the  first  American  Congress.  The  names  of  the  deputies 
irere  extolled  to  the  skies :  let  them  hasten  (it  was  everj 
where  said,)  to  shake  off  the  yoke  of  English  despotism, 
to  sever  the  bonds  of  servitude ;  let  them  establish  civfl 
Kberty  in  their  country ;  and  let  them  serve  as  a  perpetual 
example,  that  princes  cannot  without  peril  violate  tiie 
fundamental  law  of  their  states,  or  attack  with  impunity  the 
privileges  and  immunities  of  their  subjects.*  While  Louis 
XVI.,  who  had  not  long  before  mounted  the  throne,  was 
not  indifierent  to  the  internal  regulation  of  his  own  king- 
dom, he  constantly  directed  his  attention  toward  America ; 
and  watched  with  anxiety,  the  commencement  and  conduct 
of  a  contest  which  hourly  became  more  important,  and 
in  the  event  of  which,  the  humanity  and  interest  of  Euro* 
pean  powers  were  deeply  concerned.  Each  day  seemed  to 
<;stahlish  more  firmly  the  jurisdiction  of  the  states ;  their 
privateers  overspread  the  seas ;  and  Louis,  while  he  pro- 
fessed to  the  court  of  London  a  strict  neutrality,  afforded  to 
our  vessels  a  secure  refuge  in  his  harbours,  where  die  prize 
goods  were  bartered  for  the  arms  and  ammunition  so  necea* 
sary  for  the  support  of  our  cause.  The  exultation  of  the 
French  people  bad  been  openly  and  constantly  proportioned 
to  the  success  of  the  Americans.  The  princes  of  the  blood 
and  the  chief  nobility  were  eager  to  embark  in  the  cause 
of  freedom ;  and  the  prudence  of  the  king  and  his  most 
confidential  ministers,  alone  restrained  their  ardour.  The 
fetal  events  of  the  last  war  were  still  impressed  on  tfie  mind 
of  Louis  XVI. ;  and  be  could  not  readily  consent  to  eqpose 
his  infant  marine  in  a  contest  with  a  people  who  bad  so 
iireqaently  asserted  the  dominion  of  the  seas,  and  so  lately 
brdcen  the  united  strength  of  die  house  of  Bourbon.  Y^ 
te  was  sensible  that  the  opportunity  of  humbling  Greil 

«  Bolta's  War  of  lodepedtae^vd.  i»  p.  tOi 
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^Britain  oQg^t  not  to  be  entirelj  neglected,  and  that 
advantages  should  be  taken  of  tbe  existing  commotioBB  fli 
•America.  Altboogh  all  audience  in^  a  public  oapaci^, 
'Wm  denied  to  Silas  Deane  and  Dr.  Benjamin  Franklin, 
who  had  successively  arrived  at  Parts  as  agents  of  Ae  United 
States,  still  fliey  were  privately  encouraged  to  ho^  tiiat 
Prance  only  waited  the  proper  opportunity  to  vindicate  m 
anns,  th^  freedom  and  independence  of  America. 

In  the  mean^time  the  military  preparations  in  France 
were  diligently  continued,  the  American  cruisers  wei«  hos- 
pitably received  into  her  ports ;  artillery,  and  all  kinds  of 
warlike  stores  were  freely  sold,  or  liberally  granted  to  re* 
Neve  the  wants  of  the  Colonists ;  and  French  officers  and 
engineers,  with  the  connivance  of  the  government,  entered 
into  their  service  *  The  king  was  not  ignorant  that  the 
remonstrances  of  Great  Britain,  and  the  importunities  of 
the  agents  of  the  United  States  would  soon  compel  him  to 
adopt  some  decisive  line  of  conduct.  He  had  been  closely 
questioned  by  the  English  ambassador,  Lord  Stormont, 
respecting  thewariike  preparations  which  were  diligently 
c<mtinued  throughout  the  kingdom,  and  replied,  that  at  a 
time  when  the  seas  were  covered  with  English  fleets  and 
American  cruisers,  and  when  such  armies  were  sent  to  Ae 
new  world  as  had  never  before  appeared  there,  it  became 
pradent  fer  him  also  to  arm  for  the  security  of  the  colonies 
and  tile  protection  of  the  commerce  of  France.  On  the 
other  hand,  he  was  assailed  by  the  entreaties,  remonstrances^ 
and  address  of  Dr.  Franklin,  whose  exertions,  for  obtaining 
flie  powerful  aid  of  the  French  government,  were  only  equal- 
led by  his  abilities  in  the  prosecution  of  his  duty. 

"  In  judging  of  the  past,  from  our  knowledge  of  tbe  events 
ttat'  have  ensued,"  says  Madame  De  Staei, ''  most  people 
will  be  of  opinion,  that  Louis  XVL  did  wrong  in  inlecferifig 
between  England  and  America.  Althongfa  the  indepen- 
^denee  of  tbe  United  States  was  derired  by  ail  libeval  mindly 

•  Oitoicr»i]lit  fVMoe,  4f<^  vol.  Hi  ^-M^ 
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llie  principles  of  the  French  monarchy  did  not  permit  the 
tncouraigeaient  of  what,  according  to  theao  principlea,  mtatl 
be  pronounced  a  revolt.  Besides,  France  at  that  time,  bad 
no  cause  of  complaint  against  England ,  and  to  enter  on  a 
war  wholly  on  the  ground  of  the  habitual  rivalship  between 
tbe  two  countries,  was  bad  policy  in  itself,  and  more  detri- 
mental to  France  than  to  England':  for  France,  possessing 
greater  natural  resources,  but  being  inferior  in  naval  power, 
was  certain  of  acquiring  additional  strength  in  peace,  and 
as  certain  of  being  weakened  by  a  maritime  war.  M. 
Necker  laid  before  tbe  king  the  strongest  motives  for  the 
continuance  of  peace,  and  he  who  has  been  chained  with  re* 
publican  sentiments,  declared  himself  hostile  to  a  war,  the 
object  of  which,  was  the  independence  of  a  people.  He 
certainly  wished  every  success  to  the  noble  cause  of  the 
colonists ;  but  he  felt  on  the  one  hand,  that  war  ought  never 
to  be  declared  without  positive  necessity,  and  on  the  other, 
that  no  possible  concurrence  of  political  results  could  coun- 
terbalance to  France,  the  loss  she  would  sustain  of  the  ad- 
vantages she  might  derive  from  her  capital  wasted  in  the 
contest."* 

Happily  for  America,  and  happily  for  the  common  cause 
of  free  and.  enlightened  principles,  the  majority  of  the 
French  people  were  not  disposed  to  consider  as  a  waste  of 
capital  those  means'  which  were  employed  in  the  defence 
of  rational  liberty,  tbe  humbling  of  a  haughty  nation,  and 
the  chastisement  of  a  hereditary  foe.  The  arguments  of 
M.  Necker  proved  unavaiKng :  and  the  king  decided  for 
war.  The  motives  for  this  measure  were  undoubtedly 
strong,  and  the  government  was  exposed  to  great  diflkulties 
in  either  alternative.  The  time  was  approaching  when  the 
words  of  Hume,  in  relation  to  Charles  I.,  might  have  be^ 
applied  to  Louis  XVI.  He  found  himself  in  a  sitnatioQ 
where  faults  were  irreparable ;  a  condition  too  rigoroos  to 
be  imposed  on  weak  human  nature.  Whether  it  be  admitted 

*  De  BiMl,  C<MMid.  Fraadi  BerQhitkm»  vol  i  eh*  vii.  p>  88. 
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or  not,  and  it  can  hardly  be  denied  that  flie  anccatB  of  tho 
American  revolution  tended  to  the  dreadful  convolaiow 
which  overturned  the  throne  of  France,  and  filled  the  land 
with  wailing  and  lamentations ;  it  is  certain  that  the  French 
nation  derived  no  advantage,  and  suflered  serious  iojuij 
from  their  participation  in  the  coutest.  It  was  not»  how- 
ever, until  the  capture  of  Burgoyne  in  October,  1777,  that 
tiie  French  government  formally  threw  aside  the  vail  which 
bad  but  slightly  covered  their  (pinions  and  proceedings  in 
favour  of  America.  The  success  of  the  colonists  on  that 
occasion,  was  received  at  Paris  with  unbounded  exultation. 
M.  Sartine,  who  presided  over  the  marine  department, 
was  impatient  to  measure  the  naval  strength  of  France  with 
Aat  of  Great  Britain ;  and  universal  enthusiasm  reigned 
throughout  all  classes  of  society.  The  queen,  who  had 
long  favoured  the  applications  of  the  agents  of  the  United 
States,  now  espoused  the  cause  with  less  reserve,  and  with 
increased  ardour.  The  phlegmatic  temper,  and  pacific  dis» 
position  of  the  king  were  overborne  by  the  reiterated  zeal» 
imperceptible  but  weighty,  of  the  numerous  body  of  philo* 
sopbers  which  pervaded  every  rank  of  life,  by  the  sugges- 
tions of  his  ministers,  and  by  the  influence  of  his  royal  con- 
sort ;  and  it  was  at  length  determined  openly  to  acknow- 
ledge the  independence  of  the  United  States  of  America. 

The  situation  of  Europe,  at  this  juncture,  was  particu- 
larly favourable  to  the  determination  of  the  king  of  France. 
Differences  between  the  court  of  Petersburg  and  the  OttCH 
man  Porte  respecting  the  Crimea,  threatened  a  revival  of 
the  hostilities*  which  had  been  so  lately  adjusted ;  and  thus 
even  if  the  empress  were  willing,  precluded  her  from  afford- 
ing assistance  to  Great  Britain.  The  flames  of  war  had 
been  rekindled  between  the  booses  of  Austria  and  Brandea- 
buiig ;  Spain,  by  the  fiimily  compact,  was  bound  to  accede 
to  ^  designs,  and  to  strengthen  the  arms  of  France ;  Fof» 

*  Gifibrd's  Hist.  France,  vol.  iii  p.  474 
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tngal,  by  heir  l^te  treaty  with  Spain,  had  formed  nn  intimate 
Unioii  wHh  the  house  of  Bourbon :  while  Holland,  pursuing 
(hose  pacific  maxims  which  the  policy  of  commerce  die. 
tates,  avoided  every  overture  which  appeared  likely  to  in* 
Tolve  her  in  the  war,  which  now  ei^ended  to  the  principal 
powers  of  Europe,  and  transferred  to  her  peaceful  ports  all 
the  advantages  of  trade  and  neutrality.  Louis  XVI.,  ibvm 
satisfied  that  he  had  nothing  to  apprehend  from  the  principal 
powers  of  Europe,  devoted  his  whole  attention  to  the  ap- 
proaching contest  with  the  ancient  rival  of  his  kingdom. 

His  councils  had  been  long  suspended  on  the  manner  of 
procedure  proper  to  be  adopted  with  regard  to  America. 
The  ci^nstant  declarations  of  the  British  ministry  appeared 
to  be  corroborated  by  &e  numbers  of  the  Colonists  that 
joined  the  royal  army ;  a  much  more  numerous  body  was 
known  to  have  adopted  a  passive  but  suspicious  neutrality; 
aad  the  progressive  steps  by  which  they  had  arrived  to  a 
complete  declaration  of  independence,  accompanied  in 
every  stage  by  liberal  offers  of  accommodation  from  the 
Colonists,  and  the  most  confident  rejection  of  every  mea- 
sure «hort  of  absolute  submission,  tended  to  enforce  an 
opinion  in  the  cabinet  of  Versailles,  that  the  great  body  of 
flie  Americans  were  not  earnestly  disposed  to  an  irrevocable 
B^aration  from  Great  Britain.  But  the  contest  daily  as- 
sumed a  more  serious  and  effective  form,  and  the  private  ac- 
tivity united  with  the  address  and  sagacity  of  Dr.  Franklin, 
removed  every  impression  which  retarded  the  decbive  and 
eflfectual  measures  of  France.  Dr.  Franklin  and  Silas 
Deane,  who  had  hitherto  acted  only  as  private  agents,  were 
now  publicly  acknowledged  as  ambassadors  from  the  United 
States  to  the  Court  of  France ;  and,  in  the  month  of  Fe* 
bfttary,  1778,  a  treaty  of  amity  and  commerce  was  signed 
between  the  two  powers.  This  treaty  and  the  formal  ac- 
knowledgment (by  France,)  of  tiie  independence  of  the 
United  States  of  America,  was  communicated  to  the  minis- 
ters of  Great  Britain,  in  the  montiii  of  March,  by  the  Duke 
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de  NodBes,  ambaasftdor  to  tbe  Coart  pf  London ;  and  te 
recall  of  Lord  Stormont  from  VenaiUes  was  the  iignal  far 
the  commencement  of  hostiltties. ' 

Bnt  the  spirit  which  prevailed  throu^ioat  all  ranks  and 
denominations  in  France  in  faTOor  of  the  Americans^  could 
not  be  confined,  or  regulated  by  tbe  slow  and  cautious  rules 
of  policy.  It  burst  forth  long  previous  to  the  formal  ao« 
knowledgment  of  our  rights  by  that  government,  and  was 
chiefly  manifested  by  rejoicings  at  the  success,  and  sorrow 
fi>r  the  &ilure  of  our  arms.  It  was  among  the  military 
classes  that  this  ardour  was  eminently  conspicuous.  ThA 
Irish  brigade,  so  famous  for  the  services  it  had  rendered  to 
France,  especially  in  its  wars  with  Great  Britain,  furnished 
a  number  of  brave  officers  to  America.  Nor  were  the  other 
French  regiments  deficient  in  this  spirit  of  general  adven- 
ture in  tlie  cause  of  the  colonies  against  the  parent  stale. 
Numbers  of  the  young  nobility  of  France  were  eager  to  sig- 
nalize themselves  in  tbe  noble  cause  of  liberty  against  op 
pression.  Among  others,  Roche  du  Fermoy  was  in  the 
army  that  acted  against  Burgoyne ;  Baron  St  Ovary  was  a 
volunteer  in  the  service ;  De  Coudray,  an  officer  of  rank  ia 
the  French  army,  was  drowned  in  the  Schuylkill  a  few  days 
after  the  battle  of  Brandywine,  in  his  eagerness  to  cross  it 
in  order  to  join  the  army  of  Washington,  which  was  reported 
to  be  on  the  point  of  engaging,  the  Chevalier  Duplesis 
Maudit  displayed  the  greatest  bravery  at  Germantowa 
and  Red  Bank,  and  was  assassinated  at  Port-au-Prince :  the 
heroic  gallantry  of  Lieutenuit  Fleury  at  Stony  Point,  can 
never  be  fi>igotten  ;  De  Buysson  was  not  less  iMrave ;  Baron 
de  Kalb  possessed  a  pure  and  disinterested  patriotism^ 
which  led  him  to  danger  and  a  glorious  death.  Other  parts 
of  Europe  also  supplied  our  armies  with  brave  and  ^pe* 
rienced  officers,  through  whose  assistance  they  daily  in^ 
proved  in  discipline  and  military  skill.  Oermany  in  pav^ 
ticular«  a  country  that  from  the  perpetual  quarrels  aaeniprt 
its  own  sovereigns,  and  the  many  wars  of  which  it  had  in 
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htter  times  been  ttke  anbappy  acene,  aboanded  ia  militerjr 
meD,  more  tiian  any  other  part  of  Europe,  cootribated  hor 
thare  of  heroes  for  the  defence  of  America. 

It  is  a  tribute  of  justice  doe  to  our  Frefich  allies,  to  ob- 
serve, that  during  the  course  of  the  >  revolutioD,  they  gene- 
rally endeavoured  to  harmonize  with  our  citizens,  relin- 
quishing on  most  occasions,  their  own  modes  and  prejudices, 
to  conform  themselves  to  the  manners  and  customs  of  Ame- 
rica. The  extent  to  which  their  desire  to  please  and  con- 
ciliate was  carried,  is  exemplified  in  the  following  anecdote : 
General  M'Intosh  was  presiding  at  a  court-martial,  and  de- 
sirous of  administering  an  oath  to  a  French  officer,,  inquired 
of  what  religion  he  was  ?  he  answered  quickly,  "  The  Ame- 
rican, Sir ;"  thinking,  undoubtedly,  that  it  was  a  duty  to  con- 
form, as  much  as  possible,  to  the  religious  opinion  of  the 
people  in  whose  cause  he  had  drawn  his  sword.  And  this 
appears  the  more  probable,  because  time  being  allowed 
for  reflection,  and  the  question  varied  by  substituting  "  what 
fiiith"  instead  of  what  religion,  he  exclaimed,  *'  c  est  bien 
une  autre  affaire :  Roman  Catholique  Apostolique,  mon 
General."*  It  is  almost  needless  to  touch  upon  their  bra- 
very ;  they  were  Frenchmen,  and  enthusiastically  attached 
to  the  opinions  imbibed  in  favour  of  liberty  and  republican- 
ism. Their  intrepidity  was  exemplary,  and  gave  them  daily 
new  claims  to  the  admiration  and  gratitude  of  the  people 
whose  rights  and  properties  they  had  pledged  themselves  to 
defend :  some,  however,  acted  from  more  ignoble  motives. 
But  among  these,  none  were  so  conspicuous  for  the  splen- 
dour of  rank,  the  fascination  of  his  personal  qualities,  and 
the  purity  of  his  political  principles,  as  the  Marquis  de  La- 
fayette. Born  under  a  despotic  regime,  be  saw  nothing  in 
his  own  country  to  employ  a  young  and  enthusiastic  mind. 
North  America — sorely  oppressed,  demanding  justice  in 
fain,  her  complaints  rejected,  her  petitions  unheeded,  her 
jimnnorB  disregarded— attracted  his  attention.    She  was  b^ 

*  Grorden'i  Aaecdotes,  p.  206. 
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to  Ibel  flie  Mcred  impolse  of  Kbertjr;  the  wm 
itretohiBg  and  ODfoIding  ber  hair-fledged  wings,  doabting 
her  powers,  dreadiog  ber  adversary,  and  waveriog  between 
anboitsAOD  and  despair.  Sbe  was  in  the  infancy  of  h^ 
8tiei^;tb,  when  Lafayette,  aninoated  with  the  glorious  caase, 
left  alt  the  lunries  and  indulgences  of  home,  to  cross  the 
Atlantic,  and  ofier  himself  to  the  Americans  as  a  champion 
and  a  firiend.  Animated  by  the  enthusiasm  which  generous 
mindi  are  accustomed  to  feel  for  great  enterprises,  he  es« 
poused  their  cause  with  a  partiality  common  to  almost  all 
the  men  of  that  time,  and  particularly  to  the  French.  He 
considered  it  not  only  jnst,  but  exalted  and  sacred :  the  af> 
fection  he  bore  it  was  the  more  ardent,  as  independently  of 
the  candour  of  his  character,  he  was  of  that  age  in  which 
good  appears  not  only  good,  but  fair,  and  man  not  only  loyes, 
but  is  enamoured.* 

When  the  destinies  of  America  were  tottering  on  the 
brink  of  destruction ;  when  a  triumphant  enemy  was  over- 
whelming the  Jerseys  with  deeds  of  desolation ;  when  even 
die  firmness  of  Washiogton  was  shaken,  the  young  and  gal- 
lant Lafayette  resolved  to  cast  his  bread  upon  the  waters, 
and  mingle  in  a  conflict  which  stppeared  almost  desperate* 
in  the  eyes  of  united  Europe.  He  espoused  the  cause  of 
this  country,  when  it  had  not  a  single  acting  advocate  beyond 
the  waters  of  the  Atlantic.  At  that  period,  the  represen- 
tations in  France  relative  to  the  state  of  American  afiairs, 
were  most  deplorable,  and  sufficient  to  repress  the  most  de- 
termined zeal.  The  army  of  Washington  was  represented 
as  a  mere  rabble,  flying  before  thirty  thousand  British  regu- 
lars :  nor  was  this  &r  from  the  reality.  The  route  and  car- 
nage at  Brooklyn,  and  the  consequent  evacuation  of  Long- 
Island,  had  given,  indeed,  a  gloomy  aspect  to  the  afiairs  of 
America.  The  continental  troops  had  heretofore  manifested 
a  great  d^ee  of  intrepidity,  from  a  confidence  arising  from 
the  persuasion  of  their  superiority  over  the  enemy.     The 

•  Trottaet  life  of  Fox,  p.  18&    Botta's  War  Independ.  book  Ti& 
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ffHdnem  of  flietr  oioie,  tbeir  etrlj  and  habilml  me  oliriiP 
anB9»  bad  been  carefully  iaculcated  and  iMHirwb^  hfdik 
tbeir  pFecedtog  experience.  But  when*  bjr  a  cpiwe  ef  ^Or 
lutions,  in  which  they  imagined  they  perceived  a  gieal  sii- 
periority  of  miUta,ry  skill,  they.  A>und  tbeaiselvea  encircled 
vith  unexpected  dang^n,  from  which  no  exertion  could  exf 
tricate  them,  their  confidence  in  themselvoa  and  their. leadierft 
was  greatly  diminished,  and  the  approach  of  the  enemy  in* 
spired  them  with  the  apprehension  that  some  stcali^m  wai 
concealed,  irom  which  immediate  flight  could  alone  pre* 
serve  them.*  The  subsequent  n^j^ialions.  however  fruit- 
less,  with  Lord  Howe,  had  also  an  evil  efiect  in  France^  by 
demonstrating  the  desire  pf  reconcitiatioa  stiU  existing  in 
the  colonies. 

The  evacuation  and  capture  of  New- York  greatly  dis- 
pirited the  American  troops,  and  almost  drove  them  to  des- 
pair. The  militia  were  impatient  to  retnm  home,  and 
almost  totally  disobedient  ix>  orders,  deserting  by  half  and 
even  whole  regiments.  The  battle  of  Wbite*plains — ^the 
surrender  of  Fort  Washington^^-the  evacuation  of  Fort  Lee 
— the  gradual  dissolution  of  the  American  army — the  in- 
effectual attempts  to  raise  Jthe  militia — the.  indisposition  of 
the  inhabitants  to  further  resistance-^the  retreat  of  Gene- 
ral Washington  through  Kew-Jerse/  at  the  bead  of  lesa 
than  three  thousand  men,  one  thousand  of  whom  were  mili- 
tia, badly  armed  and  clad,  and  almost  without  tents,  blanket^, 
or  utensils  for  dressing  tbeir  provisions ;  dispirited  by  losses 
and  fatigue— retreating  almost  naked  and  barefooted,  in  the 
cold  of  November  and  December,  before  a  numerous,  well 
appointed,  and  victorious  army,  tiirough  a  desponding 
country — the  immense  numbers  that  daily  flocked  to  the 
Briti^  standard,  for  the  purpose  of  making  their  peace  and 
obtaining  protection-««*the  universal  idea  that  the  contest 
was  approaching  its  termination,  greatly  supported  by  the 
contrast  between  the  splendid  appearance  of  the  pursuiiig 

•  Marsl)*8  Life  of  Vf  sshisxtoo,  vol.  ii.  «h.  7»  p.  463.    * 
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«iBjr,  and  ihat  made  by  the  nggsd  Ameiicanf  who  werei^ 
log  before  them,  deBtitate  of  almost  ererj  neeesaarjr ;  aH 
these  caoaes  contributed  in  Europe,  almost  to  eKtinguisb  the 
hope  of  a  successfiil  issae  to  the  straggles  of  America.  But 
the  confidence  of  Lafayette  in  the  triamph  of  Ubertjr,  was,  and 
it  ever  has  been,  that  of  a  pious  msn  in  a  fatore  life.  The 
first  inducement  that  led  him  to  embark  in  the  cauaeof 
liberty  and  independence,  has  been  related  by  the  Marquis 
himself  While  stationed  in  the  citadel  of  Metz,  and  only 
eighteen  years  of  age,  the  duke  of  Gloucester,  who  wm 
then  exiled  from  ithe  court  of  Great  Britain  on  account  of 
his  marriage,  communicated  to  a  select  company,  the  infor- 
mation which  he  had  received  respecting  the  contest  of  the 
Americans.  La&yette  was  so  strongly  inteapested  by  tiiis 
account,  that  he  left  Metz  for  Paris,  where  he  became  ac- 
quainted with  Silas  Deane,  the  first  agent  from  America  to 
France.  At  this  time  Doctor  Franklin  arrived  at  Paris,  and 
after  obtaining  from  him  the  best  information  concerning 
the  state  of  the  country,  he  was  determined  by  his  ardent 
love  of  liberty,  to  embavk  his  life  and  fortune  in  the  cause  of 
American  freedom.  Thus  inflamed  with  the  desire  to  par^ 
ticipate  in  the  events  which  were  echoed  by  all  Europe,  he 
communicated,  about  the  close  of  the  year  1776,  his  intei^ 
tion  of  repairing  to  America ;  and  they  encouraged  him  in 
that  resolution.  Bat  when  they  were  informed  of  the  re^ 
rerses  in  New-Jersey,  they  were  fcompelled  themselves  ak 
most  to  despair  of  tte  success  of  the  cevokition,  and  with  an 
honourable  sincerity,  endeavoared  to  dissuade  4he  Marquii 
from  carrying  Us  design  into  execution.  They  even  de* 
clared  to  him  that  thesr  afiairs  were  so  deranged  by  tUs  ui^ 
happy  news,  that  they  were  not  aUe  to  charter  a  vessel  for 
Jiis  passage  to  America.*  "  Now,  then,'*  replied  the  gallanit 
aobleman, "  is  precisely  the  moment  to  serve  your  cause;  the 
JDore  people  are  discouraged,  the  greater  utility  will  raralt 
Aom  mjrdepartttie ;  and  if  you  cannot  furnish  me  with^tFa^ 

*  Botta'i  iadgpendaoee^^at  iii.  p.  lit 
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•d,  I  will  freig^  one  at  my  own  expense,  to  oonyey  your  des^ 
ipttches,  and  my  person  to  the  shores  of  America."  And  as 
lie  said  be  did.  Nursed  in  the  lap  of  luxury  and  ease,  possess- 
ing a  princely  fortune,  and  ennobled  by  the  most  illastrious 
blood  of  France,  he  had  unalterably  formed  the  heroic  reso- 
lution to  abandon  the  comforts  of  home,  the  enjoyments  of 
affluence,  and  the  attractions  of  a  court,  to  devote  himself  to 
the  cause  of  that  liberty,  the  love  of  which  has  decided 
every  action  of  his  life.  Impelled  by  that  ardour  which 
arises  from  a  liberal  education  and. a  native  generosity  of 
sentiments,  be  embarked  in  the  cause  of  America,  not  from 
an  enthusiasm,  by  the  lukewarm  and  calculating,  termed  mad- 
ness and  youthful  folly,  but  from  a  firm  conviction  that  it  was 
just  and  honourable.  This  determination  on  the  part  of  so 
iUustrious  a  personage,  astonished  the  people  of  France,  and 
excited  universal  attention  and  conversation.  The  court  of 
France,  either  to  save  appearances  and  avoid  giving  umbrage 
to  Great  Britain,  or  resJIy  displeased  at  the  proposed  enter- 
prise, prohibited  his  departure,  and  it  is  even  asserted,  that 
vessels  were  despatched  with  orders  to  arrest  him  in  the 
waters  of  the  West  Indies.  But  resistance  to  the  king's  will 
on  this  occasion,  was  encouraged  by  the  public  applause,  and 
it  was  hailed  by  universal  approbation.  Even  at  that  mo- 
ment, the  seeds  of  the  French  revolution  were  beginnii^  to 
germinate.  When  the  royal  authority  has  lost  ground  in  pub- 
lic opinion,  the  principle  of  monarchical  government,  which 
places  honour  in  obedience,  is  attacked  at  its  basis.*  Em- 
barrassments served  only  to  strengthen  this  resolution,  and 
increase  his  youthful  ardour  and  patriotism.  According  to 
the  laws  of  France,  he  exposed  himself  by  clandestine  de- 
parture, to  the  loss  of  his  whole  property ;  and,  if  captured 
by  flie  British  on  his  passage  to  America,  he  was  liable  to  a 
confinement  of  uncertain  duration,  without  the  most  remote 
prospect  of  being  exchanged.  But  no  personal  considera- 
I  could  influence  tiie  conduct  of  that  generous  friend  to 

•  Do  9lasl  CooMkL  Frsnoh  Rer.  voL  i  ob.7yp.  89. 
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bumaDitj,  who  to  a  certain  degree,  possessed  the  «aoie  per* 
severance  in  opinion,  which  distingnished  the  illustrious 
Washington.  Tearing  himself  from  the  arms  of  his  beloved 
wife,  who  was  inrall  the  bloom  of  youth,  and  from  the  ciicle 
of  connexions  to  whom  he  was  esiinently  endeared,  he  em* 
barked  at  the  early  age  of  nineteen  years  in  the  vessel 
which  he  had  purchased  and  equipped  at  his  own  expense, 
and  steering  wide  of  the  West  India  Islands,  safely  arrived 
in  SouUi  Carolina  on  the  19th  of  April,  1777. 

What  chequered  scenes  has  Lafayette  witnessed — ^what 
glory  has  he  won — what  miseries  has  he  endured — since  the 
following  notice  of  bis  departure  was  published  iu  a  Paris 
paper  of  1777: — 

'' Parii,  April  \th,  1777. 

"  One  of  the  richest  of  our  young  nobility,  the  Marquis 
de  Lafayette,  a  relation  of  the  Duke  de  Noailles,  between 
nineteen  and  twenty  years  of  age,  has,  at  his  own  expense* 
hired  a  vessel  and  provided  every  thing  necessary  for  a  voy* 
^e  to  America,  with  two  officers  of  his  acquaintance.  He 
set  out  last  wedc,  having  told  his  lady  and  family  that  he  was 
going  to  Italy.  He  is  to  serve  as  a  Major  General  in  the 
American  army. — On  the  other  band  the  Count  de  Bulkley 
an  Irish  gentleman,  who  is  a  Major  General  in  the  French 
service,  is  going,  with  the  leave  of  his  majesty,  to  offer 
himself  to  the  king  of  Great  Britain*  to  serve  against  the 
Americans." 

The  Marquis  landed  on  North  Island  in  Winyau  Bay« 
about  sixty  miles  from  Charleston,  and  was  welcomed 
with  the  most  cordial  hospitality  by  Ihe  family  of  Major 
Benjamin  Huger,  an  officer  of  great  gallantry  and  high 
promise,  who  fell  covered  with  wounds  before  Charles- 
ton, during  Provost's  invasion,  while  executing  an  important 
duty :  to  increase  the  calamity,  he  fell  by  friendly  hands-^ 
the  fire  which  destroyed  him  proceedii^  from  the  American 
lines.  He  remained  a  short  time  in  this  delightful  retrea^ 
but  anxious  to  pursue  the  object  of  his  voyage  he  soon 
•cmoved  to  Charleston*  under  the  guidance  of  his  hospi- 
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table  host.  Admired  bj  his  entertainers,  who  felt  deep* 
ty  interested  in  his  success,  and  whose  sentiments  in  his 
frroar  increased  with  his  rising  fame,  it  is  not  surprising  that 
a  son  of  the  family  (the  gallant  Colonel  Francis  Kinlock 
tioger,)  should  have  cherished  that  enthusiastic  attachment 
to  his  character,  which  led  to  as  noble  an  act  of  friendship 
and  heroism,  as  adorns  the  page  of  chivalry.*  On  his  very 
first  landing  in  Carolina,  in  testimony  of  his  respect  and 
high  admiration  of  the  gallant  defence  made  by  General 
Moultrie,  of  the  pass  on  Sullivan's  Island,  and  charmed  with 
flie  gallantry  displayed  by  th^  troops  on  that  occasion,  he 
presented  him  with  clothing;  arms,  and  accoutrements  for 
one  hundred  men.  And  well  did  they  deserve  this  evidence  of 
their  valour — resolved  to  repel  the  foe,  or  nobly  perish,  the 
undaunted  garrison  received  the  tremendous  fire  of  the 
British  shipping  with  composure,  and  returned  it  with  terri- 
ble effect,  until  valour  accomplished  what  prudence  had 
declared  impracticable,  and  the  retreat  of  the  assailants 
adorned  the  brows  of  every  individud  concerned  with  lau- 
rels that  can  never  fade,  such  were  the  circumstances 
under  which  Lafayette  landed  on  our  shores.  Scarcely 
had  he  set  his  foot  upon  our  soil  before  his  gallant  spirit 
mingled  in  enthusiasm  with  that  of  the  brave  warriors,  whose 
brows  were  still  contracted  by  the  sternness  of  warfare, 
whose  ears  were  still  ringing  with  the  shouts  of  battle» 
whose  swords  were  yet  reeking  with  the  blood  of  their  op- 
pressors. The  young  hero  met  with  the  most  cordial  recep- 
tion from  Congress,  who  immediately  accepted  his  proffered 
services,  and  omitted  no  demonstration  of  the  respect  and 
esteem  in  which  they  held  the  person  of  a  man,  who  had 
made  the  greatest  sacrifices  and  exposed  himself  to  danger 
in  support  of  the  tottering  cause  of  America.  His  high 
rank,  his  influence  at  the  court  of  Versailles,  his  frankness 
of  manners,  and  zeal  in  the  cause,  soon  secured  him  the 
unlimited  respect  of  his  own  countrymen,  and  the  universal 

•  Gordea's  Aneod.  p.  96- 
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CfAeem  of  the  Americans.  It  is  iippoBsiUe  to  describe  the 
d^ectioD  with  which  he  was  regarded  by  them,  and  which 
was  odIj  svrpassed  by  the  love  of  their  ilUistrioiis  chief.  To 
those  who  koew  him,  it  was  not  a  n^atter  of  wonder  that  he 
iiad  discovered  the  secret  of  winning  all  their  heaitsi  Hit 
deportmeot  wag  dignified  without  pride ;  his  maooerfr  gentle 
without  apathy,  frank  without  boldaess,  and  courteous  with* 
out  servility^  His  zeal,  activity,  and  eothusiasm  in  the 
cause  of  America,  were  wholly  distinct  from  all  the  poiili^ 
cal  views  of  coK>peration  with  the  wishes  of  his  eourt,  and 
when  added  to  a  sincere  and  uniform  admiration  of  the 
greatest  and  best  character  of  the  age,  completely  endeared 
him  to  the  American  people.  Of  Lafayette  it  has  been  said 
by  those  who  knew  htm  well,  that  he  was  never  apoken  of 
without  manifest  tokeas  of  atlachiilieat  and  affection.* 
Touched  by  this  flattering  aeception,  he  resolved  to  exert 
himself  to  the  utmost  of  his  knowledge  and  ability,  but  be 
/elt,  and  did  not  hesitate  to  confess  the  want  of  that  practi- 
cal knowledge,  without  which,  the  th^retical  science  of  the 
soldier  can  seldom  lead  to  glory  or  success. 

With  a  generosity  and  modesty  which  delighted  the  Ame« 
ocans,  he  demanded  no  station  in  the  army,  would  consent 
to  receive  no  compensation,  and  lequeated  permission  to 
serve  at  first  only  as  a  volunteer.  This  generous  conduct 
was  the  more  pleading,  as  the  claims  of  some  of  the  French 
who  had  entered  the  service,  were  so  exori»itant  that  they 
could  not  be  gratified,  on  the  subject  either  of  pay  or  of 
rank.  Many  of  the  foreign  officers  who  .assisted  in  the  revo- 
lutionary war,  had  little  in  view  but  employment  in  the  pro- 
fession they  had  chosen ;  and,  as  few  natives  then  possessed 
military  skill,  they  found  little  difficulty  in  obtaining  high 
commands.  For  their  services,  they  deserved  their  wages^ 
and  if  they  were  victorious  in  battle,  they  also  deserved 
glory;  but  those  who  acted  from  these  motives,  had  no 
daima  «n  the  gralitude  of  die  American  people.    Fitting 

*  Chastelletix'fl  Xrar.  vol  i.  ji.  203,  note. 
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was  tiidr  vocatioD,  and  for  honour  and  emotument,  they 
would  have  fought  against  liberty  as  readiij  as  for  it  The 
ctfse  of  Lafajette  was  difierent, — he  left  an  ample  fortune  to 
participate  in  all  the  privations  of  a  people  strolling  for 
liberty. 

The  amotion  by  which  be  was  actuated  was  honourable ; 
and  he  has,  by  his  subsequent  conduct,  proved  the  sincerity 
of  his  repablicanism.  It  was  Silas  Deane  wbo  had  encmr* 
raged  these  exorbitant  expectations  on  the  part  of  the 
French  officers,  by  entering  in  France  into  such  engage^ 
ments  with  them,  as  could  not  be  confirmed  in  America. 
The  Marquis  dc  Lafayette  had  also  stipulated  with  Mr. 
Deane  for  the  rank  of  laajor^eaeral  without  emolument, 
and  the  honorary  rank  was  conferred  on  him  soon  after  his 
arrival  in  America,  but  without  any  immediate  command. 
On  the  3l8t  of  July,  1777^  the  following  preaoible  and  re- 
solution was  adopted  by  Congress  : — 

"  Wheretis^  the  Marquis  de  Lafayette,  out  of  his  great  zeal 
to  the  cause  of  liberty,  in  which  the  United  States  are  en. 
gaged,  has  left  liis  iamily  and  connexions,  and  at  his  own 
expense,  come  over  to  offer  his  service  to  the  United  States 
without  pension  or  particular  allowance,  and  is  anxious  to 
risk  his  life  in  our  cause.  ^ 

"  Resolved,  That  his  services  be  accepted;  and  that  in  con- 
sideration of  his  zeal,  illustrious  family,  and  connexions,  he 
have  the  rank  and  conunission  of  major-general,  in  the  army 
of  the  United  States.'' 

This  noble  philanthropist  was  immediately  received  into 
the  family  of  tiie  commanderMn-chief,  to  whom  he  attached 
himself  with  all  the  ardour  of  youth.  Washington  felt  for 
him,  in  turn,  a  warm  and  sincere. friendship,  and  paved  the 
way  to  bestowing  on  him  a  command  in  the  army  equal  to 
his  rank.  It  was  here  that  the  principles  of  liberty,  which 
appear  to  have  been  almost  co-existent  with  his  birth,  were 
judiciously  regulated  and  fostered.  Under  the  care  and 
tuition  of  the  venerated  man  of  the  age,  whose  adopted  son 
he  was,  they  grew  with  his  growth,  and  strengthened  with 
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fais  strength.  It  was  not  kmg  before  the  ehivalroas  ardour 
of  the  joiuig  hero  was  ilisplayed  upon  the  field  of  battle. 
At  the  battle  of  Brandy  wine,  which  occurred  on  the  11th 
pf  September,  1777,  be  evinced  his  gallantry  and  zeal,  and 
first  shed  his  blood  in  the  cause  which  he  had  espoused  with 
•o  much  enthusiasm.  In  the  year  1777,  the  British  having 
in  vain  attempted  to  reach  Philadelphia  across  the  Jerseys 
by  land,  proceeded  by  sea  to  the  Chesapeake^  and  on  the 
twenty-fifth  of  August,  landed  near  the  head  of  EUr,  to 
which  place  Sir  William  Howe  marched  with  one  divisioA 
«nd  the  next  day  advanced  his  van  to  Gray's  Hill,  leaving  , 
General  Knyphausen  with  three  brigades  at  the  place  oJF 
landing.  The  whole  force  of  the  British  army  consisted  of 
eighteen  thousand  men,  in  good  health  and  spirits,  trained 
to  the  service,  admirably  supplied  with  all  the  implements 
of  war,  and  led  by  a  general  of  experience  and  unquestton* 
able  military  talents.  On  the  twenty-fourth  of  August,  Wash- 
ingtoti  passed  throu^  Philadelphia,  on  his  way  to  meet  the 
enemy ;  and  after  stopping  some  short  time  on  the  Brandy- 
wine  to  refresh,  and  affi>rd  an  importunity  of  reconnoitering 
both  the  country  and  the  enemy,  the  divisions  of  Greene 
and  Stephen  proceeded  nearer  to  the  Head  of  Elk,  and  en« 
camped  behind  Wbiie  Clay  Creek.  Although  the  real' 
strength  of  the  American  army  cannot  be  stated  with  cer* 
tainty,  the  estimate  of  fifteen  thousand  made  by  Sir  William 
Howe,  did  not  probably  exceed  the  reality ;  but  it  is  an  un» 
fortunate  fact  attributable  in  some  degree  to  the  badness  of 
their  clothing  and  scarcity  of  tents,  as  well  as  of  food,  diat 
the  efiective  force,  including  militia,  did  not  exceed  eleven 
thousand. 

General  Maxwell  being  posted  about  three  miles  in  fi^nt 
of  White  Clay  Creek,  was  fallen  in  with,  attacked,  and 
routed,  by  a  detachment  under  Lord  Comwallis,  and  re» 
treated  over  White  Clay  Creek.  The  whole  American 
army,  except  the  light  infantry,  which  reoruiined  on  the  lines, 
now  retired  behind  Red  Clay  Creek,  occupying  with  its  left 
wing  the  town  of  Newport,  situated  near  the  Ghri8tiHia« 
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and  on  die  great  road  to  Philadelphia ;  its  right  extended . 
a  coaBiderable  distance  up  the  creek  to  Hockesson  township. 
On  thifl  ground  General  Washington  thought  it  probable 
that  the  fate  of  Philadelphia  and  of  the  campaign  might  be 
decided ;  and  therefore  resorted  to  all  the  means  in  his  power  . 
to  encoorage  his  troops,  and  stimulate  them  to  the  greatest 
exertions. 

The  enemj,  reinforced  by  the  rear  guard  under  General 
Grant,,  advanced  his  main  body  by  Newark,  upon  the  rights 
of  the  American  encampment,  and  took  post  within  four 
miles  of  that  place,  extending  his  left  still  further  up  the 
country.  In  the  mean  time,  a  strong  column  made  a  show 
of  attacking  in  front,  and  after  manmuvring  for  some  timet 
baited  at  Milton,  within  two  miles  of  the  centre.  Wash* 
iagtoD  $aw  the  threatened  danger,  and  retired  with  his  troops 
beyond  the  Brandywine,  and  took  post  behind  that  ri?er,  on 
the  heights  which  extend  from  Chadd's  Ford,  in  the  direc* 
tion  of  north*east  to  south-east  The  militia,  under  the 
command  of  General  Armstrong,  guarded  a  passs^e  two 
miles  below  the  principal  encampment  of  Washington,  and 
the  right  wing  extended  some  nules  above,  to  guard  other 
fords  deemed  less  practicable.  In  this  position,  the  Ame* 
rican  general  awaited  the  movements  of  the  enemy.  Al- 
though the  Brandywine,  being  fordable  almost  every  where, 
copld  not  serve  as  a  sufficient  defence  against  the  impetu- 
osity of. the  enemy,  yet  Washington  had  taken  post. on  its 
banks,  from  a  conviction  that  a  battle  was  now  inevitable, 
and  that  Philadelphia  could  only  be  saved  by  a  victory.  Be- 
sides which,  the  ill  effect  which  the  surrender  of  Philadel- 
phia, without  striking  a  blow,  would  have  had  on  the  public 
mind,  demanded  that  a  sacrifice  should  be  made  on  the  altar 
of  public,  opinion.  The  protection  of  that  city  was  deemed 
by  all  Ameiica,  and  especially  by  Congress,  of  such  infinite 
maipitiide,  as  to  require  the  hazard  of  a  battle  for  its  at- 
tainment Hence  the  general  engagement  sought  by  Howe^ 
was  not  ayojded  by  Waiiiington. 
.   fiariy  in  the  mornibg  of  the  eleventh  of  September  the 
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wbele  Britiab  army  was  in  motion.  It  wap  formed  in  two 
coiumos,  the  right  comcnanded  by  General  Knyphausen,  and 
die  left  bj  Lord  Cornwallis.  It  was  the  plan  ot  General 
Howe,  that  the  former  should  make  repeated  feints  to  attempt 
die  passage  of  Chadd's  Fard,  in  order  to  ocoupy  the  atten- 
tion of  the  Americans,  while  the  second  shoald  take  a  loi^ 
circuit  to  the  upper  part  of  the  river,  and  cross  at  a  place 
where  it  is  divided  into  two  shallow  atreams.-^En7phauseii 
advanced  with  bis  colwnn,  and  commenced  a  furious  can- 
nonade upon  the  passage  of  Chadd's  Ford,  making  all  his 
dispositions  as  if  he  intended  to  ford  it  The  Americans 
defended  themselves  with  gallantry,  and  even  passed  several 
detachments  of  H^t  troops  to  the  other  side,  in  order  to 
bai^^ss  the  enemy's  flank.  In  this  manner  ibe  attention  of 
the  Americans  was  fully  occupied  in  the  neighbourhood  oT 
Chadd's  Ford.  About  eleven  in  the  morning,  Washington 
was  informed  of  the  movements  of  Lord  Comwallis,  who 
had  taken  a  road  leading  from  Kennet's  Square  directly  up 
the  country,  aild  had  &llen  into  the  great  valley  road,  sooth 
of  the  Brandy  wine,  and  above  its  forics ;  they  were  then 
on  their  march  toward  Tremble's  and  Jeffrey's  fords, 
which  they  passed  without  opposition,  and  then  turnii^«hort 
down  the  river,  took  the  road  to  Dilworth,  in  order  to  &11 
upon  the  right  flank  of  the  American  army. 

On  receiving  this  information,  Washington  formed  the 
most  judicious,  but  bold  plan  to  cross  the  river  in  persiHi, 
with  the  centre  and  left  wing  of  his  army,  and  overwhelm 
Enyphausen  by  a  furious  attack  ;-*-ju8tly  reflecting  that  the 
advantage  he  should  obtain  over  the  right  of  the  enemy, 
would  amply  counterbalance  the  loss  that  his  own  might  sus- 
tain at  the  same  time.  In  the  critical  moment  when  this 
plan  was  to  be  executed,  the  troops  being  in  motion,  counter 
intelligence  was  received,  inducing  a  belief  that  the  move- 
ment of  the  British  had  beeti  only  a  feint,  and  that  the 
column  under  Lord  Gornwallis,  after  making  demonstra- 
tioos  of  crossing  the  Brandywine  above  the  forks,  actually 
narched  down  ttie  southern  side  of  that  river,  to  re-unite 
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il3elf  with  Knypbausen.  Thus  was  prevented,  by  ialse  in- 
teUigence,  the  execution  of  a  measure  which,  if  carried 
into  effect,  might  have  giveo  a  favourable  turn  to  the  events 
pf  the  day. 

Bat  the  uncertainty  produced  hy  this  contradictory  intel- 
ligeoce  was  speedily  removed,  and  about  two  o'clock  in 
the  afternoon,  it  was  positivdy  ascertained  that  the  column 
of  Comwallis,  accompanied  by  Sir  William  Howe  in  per- 
son, was  about  to  fall  in  great  force  upon  the  right  wing. 
This  was  composed  of  the  brigades  of  Generak  SufKvan, 
Stirling,  and  Stephen,  who,  taking  new  ground,  advanced  a 
little  further  up  the  Brandywine,  and  fronted  the  column  of 
the  enemy.  The^livision  under  General  Wayne  remained 
at  Chadd's  Ford,  for  the  purpose  of  keeping  Knyphausen 
in  check,  while  Greene's  division,  accompanied  by  General 
Washington  in  person,  formed  a  reserve,  and  took  a  central 
position,  between  the  right  and  left  wings. 

The  column  of  Cornwallis  now  arrived  in  sight  of  the 
Americana,  and  Sullivan,  who  commanded  the  right  wing, 
drew  up  his  troops  on  the  commanding  ground  above  Bir- 
mingham  Meeting  House,  with  his  left  extending  toward 
the  Brandywine,  end  both  his  flanks  covered  with  very  thick 
woods.  The  British,  having  reconnoitered  the  disposition 
of  the  Americans,  immediately  formed,  and  fell  upon  them 
with  the  utmost  impetuosity ;  and  about  four  o'clock  in  the 
afternoon,  the  action  became  equally  fierce  on  both  sides. 
For  some  length  of  time,  the  Americans  defend<^d  themselves 
with  great  valour,  and  die  carnage  was  terrible ;  but  stich 
was  the  emulation  which  invigorated  the  efforts  of  the  En* 
glish  and  the  Hessians,  that  neither  the  advantages  of  situa- 
tion, nor  a  heavy  and  well  supported  fire  of  small  arms  and 
artillery,  nor  the  unshaken  courage  of  the  Americans,  were 
able  to  resist  their  impetuosity.  The  American  right,  which 
was  in  some  disorder,  first  gave  way,  and  the  light  infantry, 
chasseurs,  grenadiers,  and  guards,  threw  themselves  with 
such,  fury  into  the  midst  of  the  republican  battalions,  that 
ibe  route  aoon  became  general    The  vanquished  fled  into 
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the  woods  io  their  rear,  pursaed  bj.the  victors,  who  ad- 
▼aaced  by  the  great  road  toward  Dihrorth. — On  the  first 
comineoceiiieDt  of  the  action,  General  Washington  pressed 
forward  with  General  Greene  to  the  support  of  the  right 
wing.  But,  notwithstanding  tlie  rapiditf  of  their  march, 
(four  miles  in  torij-iwo  minutes,)  he  found  it  impossible  to 
g^  up,  before  the  route  of  that  part  of  the  armj  had  be* 
cone  complete,  the  confusion  wild  and  universal,  and  the 
enemy  m  full  pursuit  General  Greene,  however,  by  a  ju- 
dicious manoeuvre,  checked  the  enemy,  and  secur^  the  re* 
treat  of  the  fugitives.  Havii^  come  to  a  defile,  covered  on 
both  sides  with  woods,  he  drew  up  his  men  there,  and  again 
faced  the  enemy.  His  corps  was  composed  of  Pennsylva- 
nians  and  Virginians,  who  defended  themsd^ves  with  gaHan** 
try,  and  their  fire  made  such  an  impression,  as,  in  addition 
to  Ae  approach  of  night,  induced  Sir  William  Howe^  after 
dispersing  them,  to  give  over  the  pursuit. 

When  the  right  was  found  to  be  fully  engaged  witii  Com- 
wallis,  General  Knyphausen  made  preparations  for  attempt** 
log  the  passage  of  Chadd's  Ford,  in  reality.  It  was  de* 
fended  by  an  intrenchment  and  battery.  The  Americans, 
under  Wayne  and  Maxwell,  made  an  obstinate  resistance  ; 
but  the  works  were  forced,  and  intelligence  of  the  defeat  of 
the  right  being  received,  no  further  opposition  was  made  in 
that  quarter.  Greene  was  ihe  last  to  quit  the  field  of  bat- 
tle, but,  it  being  already  dark,  he  abo  retired,  after  a  long 
and  obstinate  conflict 

The  whole  army  retreated  Uiat  night  to  Chester,  and  the 
day  following  to  Philadelphia.  The  loss  sustained  by  the 
Americans  in  this  action  was  estimated  at  three  hundred 
killed  and  six  hundred  wounded.  Between  three  and  four 
hundred,  principally  the  wounded,  were  made  prisoners. 
The  official  letter  of  Sir  William  Howe  stated  his  loss  at 
one  hundred  killed  and  four  hundred  wounded.  If  the  ac- 
count be  correct,  the  inequality  of  loss  is  to  be  attributed 
solely  to  the  inferiority  and  miserable  state  of  their  arms,  as 
the  Americans  sustained  scarcely  any  injury  during  the  re* 


Digitized  by 


Google 


S8*  BIITOKT   OV   THB  • 

treat — ^After  this  saDguioaiy  battle,  aod  a  aeriee  of  maaterljr 
maiMsuvres  on  the  part  of  the  two  armies,  the  rich  and  popu* 
lous  capital  of  the  coofederation  fell  into  the  power  of  the 
royalists,  and  Lord  Comwallis  entered  Philadelphia  on  the 
twenty-sixth  of  September,  1777,  at  the  head  of  a  detach* 
ment  of  British  and  Hessian  grenadiers.* 

During  the  battle  of  Brand/wine  the  French  officers 
were  extremely  useful  to  the  Americana,  both  in  forming 
the  troops,  and  rallying  &em  when  thrown  into  c<lnfusien« 
Among  these  the  Marquis  de  Lafayette  was  particularly  dis- 
tinguished. Brave  almost  to  a  fault,  and  romantically  so  in 
the  execution  of  orders^  he  exhibited  on  this  occasion,  full 
and  early  proofs  of  his  undaunted  bravery  and  militaiy  cha<^ 
racter.  VVhile  he  was  endeavouring,  by  his  words  and  ex* 
ample,  to  rally  the  fugitives,  he  received  a  wound  in  the 
leg,  bi|t  continued  nevertheless,  to  fulfil  hia  duty,  both  as  a 
soldier  in  fighting,  and  as  a  general  in  cheering  the  tmc^, 
and  endeavouring  to  rerestab^sh^rder.  General  Lafoyette, 
with  Lord  Stirling,  and  Sullivan  himself,  (after  the  defeat 
of  his  division)  fought  with  the  body  of  troops  which  re- 
ceived the  left  column  of  Comwallis,  and  it  was  not  ui^I 
the  enemy  were  within  twenty  yards  of  them  that  they  gave 
way,  and  threw  themselves  into  the  woods.  Their  post 
was  the  most  important,  and  they  made  a  long  and  gallant 
resistance.  It  was  here  that  Lafayette  was  wounded  in  the 
left  leg.t  The  baron  St.  Ovary,  Captain  de  Fleuiy,  and 
Count  Pulaski,  were  also  conspicuous  for  their  eool  cou» 
rag^  and  services  during  the  engagement. 

The  British  general,  now  in  possession  of  Philadelphia, 
being  compelled  to  relinquisb  the  hope  of  supporting  his 
army  from  the  adjacent  country,  owing  to  the  vigilance  of 
the  Americans,  and  the  severe  resolutions  of  Congress,  sub- 
jecting to  martial  law  and  to  death  all  those  who  should  fur- 
nish the  royal  troops  with  provisions,  appUed  hinoself  with 

•  Botta*s  Wsr  of  Independ.  toI.  li,  book  v2L— Marshall's  Life  of 
Washioxton.  vol.  iii  ch.  a— Baniay't  Anericao  Revolat  ob*  14. 
i  ChasteJtoiuL'B  Xrav.  L  24S. 
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dSigenc^  to  the  task  of  removing  tbe  obstractioiiB  of  ftie 
Delaware,  and  opening  a  free  communication  with  the  fleet 
To  succeed  in  this  operation,  it  was  necessary  to  seize  Mod 
island,  which  was  defended  by  Fort  Mif9in,  and  the  point  of 
Red  Bank,  where  the  Americans  had  erected  Fort  Mercer. 
The  former  was  commanded  by  Colonel  Smith,  and  the  latter 
by  Colonel  Greene.  Colonel  Donop,  on  the  evenmg  of  the 
Slst  of  October,  1777,  passed  the  Delaware  with  a  strong 
detachment  of  Hessians,  and  arrived  at  a  late  hour,  the  fol- 
lowing dliy  in  the  rear  of  Red  Bank.  He  attacked  the  fort 
with  great  gallantry,  but  the  Americans  retiring  into  the 
body  of  the  redoubt,  made  a  vigorous  defence,  and  Colonel 
Donop  being  mortally  wounded  and  taken  prisoner,  and  his 
best  officers  either  killed  or  disabled,  the  Hessians  were 
severely  repulsed,  and  retired  with  precipitation,  with  the 
loss  of  four  or  five  hundred  men.  Much  of  the  success  of 
the  day  was  attributed  to  the  Chevalier  Duplesis,  a  French 
officer,  who  directed  the  artillery  with  great  ability  and  va- 
lour.— ^The  attack  on  Fort  Mifflin  was  more  successful,  not* 
withstanding  the  intrepidity  displayed  bj  the  garrison :  on 
the  first  attack  they  defended  themselves  with  gallantry  un- 
til night  put  an  end  to  the  engagement  The  next  day  the 
British  renewed  the  attack,  in  the  hope  that  under  cover  of 
their  fire,  the  ships  Augusta  and  Merlin,  which  had  ground- 
ed, might  be  got  off ;  the  former,  however,  took  fire  and 
blew  up ;  and  the  latter  was  hastily  evacuated  and  laid  ia 
a  train  of  destruction.  The  erection  of  works  on  Province 
Island,  by  the  British,  now  decided  the  fate  of  Fort  Mifflin : 
on  the  fifteenth  of  November,  a  furious  cannonade  was 
opened  firom  the  British  fort  and  shipping,  and  at  length, 
the  American  works  being  battered  down,  and  the  ditch 
filled  np  with  ruins,  thdr  situation  became  extremely  criti- 
cal. Perceiving  that  the  English  were  taking  measures  for 
storming  the  body  of  the  fortress  the  following  mornings  and 
being  sensible  that  it  was  no  longer  defensible,  tbe  stores 
were  lent  ofi|  and  seUifig  fire  to  every  tfaiog  that  was  eapi* 
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Ue  of  receiving  it,  they  evacuated  the  place  ia  tlJe  n%hf, 
and  withdrew  to  Red  Bank.  ^ 

It  was  now  absolutely  necessary,  from  the  growing  scar- 
city of  |M*ovision8,  as  well  as  of  firewood,  to  dislodge  the  gar" 
riaon  of  Red  Bank,  and  thereby  wholly  remove  the  impe- 
diments which  obstructed  the  navigation  of  the  Delaware. 
Cornwallis  was  accordingly  despatched  by  lord  Howe  to  the 
Jersey  shore,  with  instnictions  to  attack  Fort  Mercer  in  the 
rear.  At  Billingsport,  where  he  was  preparing  to  execute 
these  orders,  he  was  reinforced  by  a  body  of  troops 
just  arrived  from  New- York.  Washington,  being  very 
desirous  to  preserve,  if  practicable,  a  position  so  well  caK* 
ciliated  to  arrest  the  progress  of  the  enemy,  upon  reeeiv. 
ing  intelligence  of  this  movement,  ordered  Major-General 
Greene  to  pass,  also,  with  his  detachment  into  New-Jersey^ 
It  was  hoped  that  he  might  not  only  be  able  to  protect  Fort 
Mercer,  but  obtain  some  advantage  over  Cornwallis.  Gene- 
ral Greene  passed  the  Delaware,  and  landed  at  Burlington, 
accompanied  by  the  enthusiastic  Lafayette,  eager,  although 
his  wound  was  not  yet  healed,  to  gather  fresh  laurels  in  the 
field.  His  division  was  to  be  reinforced  by  troops  sent  fronA 
the  banks  of  the  Hudson.  The  march  was  commenced ; 
but  general  Greene  abandoned  the  plan  of  giving  balde  to 
Cornwallis,  when  he  learned  the  superiority  in  numbera 
which  he  had  obtained  by  the  junction  of  the  reinforcement 
from  New- York.  Hence  the  connnandant  of  the  garrison^ 
losing  all  hope  of  succour,  and  apprized  of  the  approach  of 
Cornwallis,  evacuated  Fort  Mercer  and  Red  Bank. — Gene- 
ral Greene,  with  Lafayette,  however,  still  continued  in 
New- Jersey,  and  was  joined  by  several  corps  sent  by  Gene* 
ral  Gates  to  the  assistance  of  the  army  in  Pennsylvania, 
anumg  which  was  that  of  Morgan's  Riflemen,  become  cele- 
brated by  a  multitude  of  brilliant  expk>its.  But  Cornwallis 
had  so  fortified  himself  at  Gloucester  Point,  that  be  vraa* 
perfectly  secure  firom  any  enterprise  that  could  be  made  by 
general  preene.  Washington  now  recalled  General  Greene» 
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femrfid  fbat  CornwaHis,  baTing  accomplrahed  the  objects  of 
his  expedition,  might  suddenly  re-cross  the  Delaware,  and 
ibus  enable  Howe,  with  all  his  forces,  to  attack  the  Ameri-* 
can  army  while  divided.  Greene,  therefore,  repassed  the 
river,  and  joined  the  principal  anny  at  Skippach  Creek ; 
and  similar  considerations  determined  General  Howe  to  di- 
rect the  detachment  of  Cornwallis  to  rejoin  htm  without  de> 
lay.  But  the  iailure  of  the  main  object  of  the  expedition, 
owing  to  the  superior  number  and  rapid  movements  of  the 
British,  did  not  prevent  General  Lafayette  from  evincing 
the  same  determined  spirit  and  irresistible  bravery,  which 
characterised  his  conduct  in  the  battle  of  Brandywine, 
On  the  25th  of  November,  previous  to  the  evacuation  of 
Kew  Jersey,  the  rifle  corps  of  Morgan,  assisted  by  some 
detachments  of  militia  under  the  comntand  of  Lafayette, 
gallantly  attacked  and  routed  a  superior  force  of  Hessians 
and  British  grenadiers.  ^The  Marquis,"  said  General 
Greene,  speaking  of  this  affair,  "  seemed  to  search  for  dan* 
ger,  and  was  charmed  with  the  behaviour  of  his  men.*'* 

On  this  expedition,  the  mutual  esteem  conceived  by 
Generals  Greene  and  Lafayette,  at  the  battle  of  Brandywine, 
and  increased  by  a  subsequent  participfition  in  toils  and 
dangers,  became  cemented  into  a  union  of  friendship  and 
affection,  which  with  the  one  lasted  to  his  death,  and  with 
the  other,  exists  to  this  day.  After  the  full  recc^ition  of 
the  independence  of  the  American  states,  Geoi^e  Washing- 
ton Greene,  the  eldest  son  of  the  general,  was  taken,  ia 
1785,  by  the  Marquis  to  France,  and  pursued  his  education 
under  the  care  of  his  father's  old  and  stead&st  friend. 
When  the  revolution  broke  out  in  that  country,  Us  mother's 
apprehensions  induced  her  to  recall  him ;  and  he  returned 
\o  Georgia,  in  1794 ;  he  was  all  that  the  fondest  parent  could 
desire,  but  unfortunately  was  drowned  in  the  Savannah  ri- 
ver, a  short  time  after  his  return. 

After  the  gallant  conduct  displayed  by  him  in  New-Jer- 

*  Botta*t  War  of  lodependence,  vol  ii.  book  viii— Johnson's  Life  at 
Chreene,  4  to,  vol  i  p  S3,  94. 
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«ej,  the  Marqais,  wlio  had  bitberlo  serred  wdj  aa  a  ^olnii* 

teer,  was  invested  by  the  coainiander-iiMhief,  with  the  com* 
Diand  of  a  division  of  the  army ;  an  appointment  which,  on 
th^  first  of  December,  1777,  was  ratified  by  Congress,  in  the 
following  words : 

"  Resolved,  That  General  Washington  be  informed  it  is 
highly  agreeable  to  Congress,  that  the  Marquis  de  Lafayette 
be  appointed  to  the  command  of  a  division  in  the  continen- 
tal army." 

^Notwithstanding  the  impetuous  bravery,  and  almost  rash* 
ness,  which  he  had  displayed,  and  although  possessed  of  all 
the  fire  of  youth,  he  conducted  himself,  when  entrusted 
with  a  separate  command,  with  a  degree  of  caution  and 
prudence  that  would.. have  been  creditable  to  the  calm 
temper  and  circumspection  of  age. 

General  La&yette  was  soon  called  upon  by  Congress  to 
act  in  a  more  responsible  station  than  be  had  hitherto  done* 
aa  the  commander-in-chief  of  an  army  destined  to  under- 
take a  winter  expedition  into  Canada.  The  manner  in 
which  the  whole  of  this  transaction  was  conducted  on  tiie 
part  of  the  government,  portrayed  the  power  of  that  detesta- 
l>le  cabal  which  had  been  formed  for  the  destruction  or  de* 
gradation  of  the  illustrious  Washington.  In  the  midst  of 
the  anxieties  which  almost  overwhelmed  him,  in  the  com- 
mencement of  1778,  he  had  the  additional  chagrin  of  find* 
ing  that  intrigues  were  in  agitation  against  him.  The  im* 
patient  and  the  ambitious,  attributed  to  his  incapacity, 
the  reverses  of  the  two  preceding  years,  in  New-Jersey 
and  Pennsylvania.  The  victories  of  Gates  were  enlarged 
upon,  who  was  placed  far  above  the  commander-in-chief| 
■and  the  heroic  valour  of  American  troops  when  led  by  a 
competent  commander,  was  continually  extolled.  Private 
persons  circulated  these  slanders ;  and  discontent  caused 
them  to  be  repeated  by  men  in  office^  until  they  ibond  ad- 
nuttance  into  the  midst  of  the  army,  into  several  of  the 
«tate  legislatures,  and,  finally,  even  into  Congress  itsel£ 
The  main  object  of  these  machinations  appears  to  have  been^ 
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to  force  W^sbington  to  retiie  m  ditgwt  (torn  tiie  amy. 
The  leaden  of  tbw  combination,  however,  little  concerned 
for  the  public  good,  but  immoderatelj  so  for  their  own,  aimed 
only  to  adrance  themselTes  and  their  friends  at  the  ezpenie 
of  others. — Bot,  supported  by  that  elevated  spirit,  and  by 
that  firmness  which  no  reverses  of  fortune  could  abate,  the 
serenity  which  Washington  enjoyed,  was  not  even  for  a  mo* 
ment  interrupted  by  ttiese  secret  plotters ;  and  he  bore  with 
composure  the  determination  of  Congress,  matured  in  con* 
cert  with  the  new  board  of  war,  and  without  any  reference 
to  his  opinion,  relative  to  the  irruption  into  Canada  which 
they  had  planned.  It  cannot  be  decided  whether  this  ui^ 
grateful  proceeding  arose  from  the  desire  of  Congress  to 
show  that  they  knew  how  to  act  by  themselves,  or  whether 
it  was  adopted  because  they  had  really  withdrawn  from  the 
commander-in-chief  a  portion  of  the  confidence  which  they 
had  placed  in  him  in  times  past.*  On  the  twenty-second 
of  January,  1778,  it  was  "  Resolved,  That  an  irruption  be 
made  into  Canada,  and  that  the  board  of  war  be  authoriated 
to  take  every  necessary  measure  for  the  execution  of  the 
business,  under  such  general  officers  as  Congress  shall  ap 
point ;"  and  on  the  following  day,  Major-General  the  Maiw 
quis  de  Lafayette,  Major-General  Conway,  and  Brigadier 
Staik,  were  appointed  to  conduct  it-^Great  advantages 
were  anticipated  from  placing  the  marquis  at  the  head  of 
this  expedition,  because  his  character  as  a  Frenchman  of  i^ 
lustrious  rank,  rendered  him  more  peculiarly  qualified  far 
the  conquest  of  a  province,  recently  attached  to  the  French 
empire.  But  it  was  also  surmised,  that  the  authors  of  this 
scheme  had  it  principally  in  view,  by  separating  Lafa}'ette 
from  Washington,  to  deprive  the  commander-in-chief  of  the 
defence  of  so  fond  and  faithful  a  friend. 

Washington,  without  being  at  all  consulted,  received  a 
letter  from  the  president  of  the  board  of  war,  dated  the 
twenty-fourth  of  January,  enclosing  one  of  the  sane  date 

*  Botta's  War  of  lodepend,  vol  iu  book  a 
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to  Lafayette,  requiring  his  immediate  attendance  on  Cobk 
gress  to  receive  his  ioBtructions.  No  other  commanication 
was  made  to  the  commander-in*chief,  than  to  request  that 
he  would  famish  Colonel  Hazen's  regiment,  chiefly  com- 
posed of  Canadians,  for  the  expedition ;  and,  in  the  same 
letter,  his  opinions  were  adced  respecting  it.  Without  no- 
ticing the  manner  in  which  the  business  was  conducted,  and 
the  unusual  want  of  confidence  it  betrayed,  orders  were  im- 
mediately given  to  Hazen's  regiment,  to  march  toward  Al- 
bany ;  and  the  marquis  proceeded  to  the  residence  of  Con- 
gress. At  his  request,  Major-General  the  Baron  de  Kalb 
was  added  to  the  expedition,  as  well  as  Lieutenant<])olonel 
Fleury, 

The  board  of  war  counselled  him,  that,  considering  the 
length  of  the  route  into  that  country  in  an  inclement  sea- 
son, he  should  be  particularly  attentive  to  have  his  men 
well  clothed,  and  so  supplied  with  provisions,  as  effectually 
to  guard  against  any  misfortune  which  might  happen  for 
want  of  these  necessary  articles;  and  that,  in  case  he 
should  fail  in  obtaining  the  forces  which  he  might  judge  com- 
petent, or  supplies  sufficient  for  them,  that  he  should  care- 
fuUy  attend  to  those  contingencies,  and  regulate  his  conduct 
according  to  the  probability  of  success,  without  exposing  his 
troops  to  any  very  great,  or  very  apparent  hazard.  With 
these  vague  instructions,  General  Lafayette  repaired  in  per- 
son to  Albany,  in  order  to  take  chaige  of  the*  troops  that 
were  to  be  there  assembled,  and  from  whence  he  was  to 
cross  the  lakes  on  the  ice,  and  attack  Montreal. — ^He  now 
published  a  preparatory  memorial  addressed  to  the  French 
Canadians,  and  calling  upon  them,  by  all  the  ties  t>f  alle- 
giance, blood,  religion,  and  country,  as  well  as  by  the  natu- 
ral desire  of  recovering  their  freedom,  to  be  ready  to  join 
and  assist  him ; — and  holding  out  all  the  severities  of  war 
to  those,  if  any  such  there  were,  who,  blindly  perverse  to 
their  own  interests,  and  forgetful  of  all  those  ties  and  du- 
ties, should  in  any  manner,  oppose  the  arms  or  impede  the 
generous  designs  of  their  deliverers. 
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But  the  marquis  found,  in  Albany,  no  preparation  mado 
for  the  expedition  ; — neither  men,  nor  arms,  nor  munitions* 
Nothing  that  had  been  promised  was  in  readiness :  and  he 
therefore  abandoned  the  enterprise  as  totally  impractica- 
ble. Congress  soon  after  also  determined  on  its  relinquish- 
ment On  the  second  of  March,  the  committee  to  whom 
the  matter  was  referred,  brought  in  the.  following  ireport : 
"  Whereas,  it  appears  from  authentic  accounts,  that  dii&* 
culties  attend  the  prosecution  of  the  irruption  ordered  to  be 
made  into  Canada,  under  the  conduct  of  the  Marquis  de  La* 
fajette,  which  render  the  attempt  not  only  hazardous  in  a 
high  degree,  but  extremely  imprudent, — Resolved,  That  the 
board  of  war  instruct  the  Marquis  de  Lafayette,  to  sus* 
pond,  for  the  present,  the  intended  irruption :  and  at  th^ 
same  time  inform  him,  that  Congress  entertain  a  high  sense 
of  his  prudence,  activity,  and  zeal;  and  that  they  are  fully 
persuaded,  nothing  has,  or  would  have  been  wanting  on  his 
part,  or  on  the  part  of  the  officers  who  accompanied  him. 
to  give  the  expedition  the  utmost  possible  effect."  On  the 
thirteenth  of  March,  General  Washington  was  authorized  to 
recall  both  the  Marquis  de  Lafayette  and  the  Baron  de 
Kalb ;— *but  Conway,  that  wily  and  restless  intrigueri  was 
never  again  ordered  to  join  the  army.— ^At  this  time,  the 
Marquis  de  Lafayette  was  only  twenty  years  of  age,  and 
must  have  sensibly  felt  the  attraction  of  a  separate  com* 
mand ;  but  his  sound  judgnient,  and  singleness  of  heart 
prevented  him  from  yielding  to  his  passion  for  military  re* 
nown,  under  circumstances  where  precipitation  would  have 
done  so  much  injury  to  the  cause  which  he  had  so  zealously 
spoused.  He  found  that  if  he  advanced  into  Canada,  the 
army  he  would  be  able  to  command  would  be  in  danger 
of  experiencing  the  Me  which  had  just  fallen  upon  Bur* 
goyne.  Thus,  by  relinquishing  the  project  at  Albany,  and 
Conveying  his  free  sentiments  as  to  its  practicableness  to 
Congress,  he  not  only  received  their  thanks  for  the  wisdom  of 
his  conduct,  but  afforded  an  example  of  firm  and  consum* 
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mate  prudence,  which  ffouid  have  done  honour  to  an  expe- 
rienced and  veteran  commander. 

It  is  stated  as  a  remarkable  fact,  that  Genera]  Scbujler, 
in  November,  1777,  addressed  a  ktter  to  General  Washing- 
ton, containing  a  plan  of  attack  on  Canada,  umilar  in  its 
leading  features  to  that  which  Lafayette  was  ordered  to 
command  in  January,  1778.  The  young  nobleman  showed 
hifl  instructions  to  General  Schuyler,  who  discovered  in  them, 
his  own  plan,  of  whi<fh,  he  supposed,  some  other  wished  to 
claim  the  honour.* 

To  cover  the  country  effectually  on  the  north  of  the 
Schuylkill,  and  restrain,  as  much  as  possible,  the  parties  de* 
tached  in  various  directions  from  Philadelphia  by  the  British 
who  most  generally  effected  their  object,  and  returned  be« 
iwe  they  could  be  opposed  by  the  army  lying  at  Valley 
Foige ;  to  form  an  advance  guard  for  the  security  of  the 
main  army; — and  to  be  in  readiness  to  annoy,  if  practica- 
ble, the  rear  of  the  enemy  should  they  evacuate  Phila- 
delphia, an  event  which  was  speedily  anticipated,  the  Mar- 
quis de  Lafayette  was  detached,  by  General  Washington, 
with  an  elite  corps  of  rather  more  than  two  thousand  men» 
tnd  a  few  pieces  of  cannon,  to  take  post  near  the  lines.  As 
this  corps  formed  a  very  valuable  part  of  the  army,  the 
instructions  of  flie  general  recommended  the  utmost  atten- 
tion  to  its  safety,  and  particularly  advised  him  to  avoid  any 
permanent  station,  since  a  long  continuance  in  one  positioa 
would  enable  the  enemy  to  concert  their  measures  success- 
fully against  him.  With  this  detachment,  the  marquis  cross- 
ed the  Schuylkill  and  took  post  at  Barren  Hill,  on  the  morn- 
ing of  the  eighteentti  of  May,  about  eight  or  ten  miles  in 
front  of  the  army  at  Valley  Forge.  As  soon  as  he  arrived, 
he  addressed  the  following  note  to  Captain  M'Lane,  who 
commanded  a  light  corps  of  observation  charged  with  the 
arduous  but  honourable  duty  of  watching  the  movements  of 
the  enemy,  between  the  Delaware  and  Schuylkill  rivers : 

•  CharteUeez*!  Trar.  vol  L  p.  387- 
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"  W0od$  near  Barren  BUI  Ckarch, 
"  9  o'chck,  A.  M.  IZth  Mag,  177S 

"  I  have  just  now  rocetred  your  letter,  and  wish  yon 
would  come  dowa  immediatelyi  that  I  mi^t  apeak  to  ycm 
of  several  tfamgs.  Inquke,  if  jou  please,  if  the  people 
dunk  there  will  be  a  market  to-morrow  1  I  wish,  also,  yoa 
would  see  if  some  man,  to  be  depended  on,  lind  of  credit 
with  the  enemy^.  would  undeittake  a  visit  to  the  city  for 
Cwehe  guineas.  Is  it  known  toward  die  BritiBh  lines,  that 
a  detachment  iias  been  ordered  from  our  army  f 
"Your's 

The  ajigus-eyed  M'Lane  immediately  waited  on  the  gene* 
fal,  and  assisted  him  in  taking  every  possible  precaution  to 
prevent  surprise.  His  vigilance  in  securing  his  position, 
flhows  that  the  advantage  obtained- over  the  marquis,  on  this 
occastcxi,  rested  on  grounds  titUe  understood,  and  whoHy 
acquits  him  of  want  of  caution;  Lafayette,  in  persoq, 
foarded  the  most  direct  road  to  bis  position ;  Brigadier* 
<]teneral  Potter,  of  the  militia,  was  entrusted  wHh  the  second ; 
and  patroles  kept  an  eye  on  the  third,  which  was  the  most 
drouitous.  A  spy,>  however,  who  had  been  formerly  in  the 
American  army,  and  who  still  kept  up  his  intercourse  with 
his  former  comrades,  and  often  visited  Valley  Forge,  at  this 
period  maintained  a  correspondence  with  the  enemy  through 
the  means  of  a  messenger  stationed  at  Frankford  creek ; 
and  thus  general  Howe  was  apprized  of  the  movement  of 
Ae  marquis  almost  as  soon  as  it  was  made.  Seizing,  with 
Avidity,  this  fiivourable  opportunity  to  overwhelm  tiie 
youthful,  general,  he  resolved  to  make  a  vigorous  efibrt 
to  surprise  and  cut  him  o(L  So  fully  assured  was  he  of 
anoeess,  that  he  is  said  to  hav€  invited  many  ladies  to  meet 
Lftbyette  at  supper  on  the  following  day.  In  prosecution 
a/  &e  plan  which  he  had  formed,  he  sent  General  Grant, 
Mcompanied  by  Sir  Wilkam  firskine,  with  five  thousand  se- 
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lect  tfoops,  bj  a  forced  night  march,  to  turn  the  mar* 
quu'  left  and  gain  his  rear,  while  General  Graj,  moving  in 
concert  by  the  Ridge  Road,  was  to  take  posseasiiMi  of 
the  heights  near  the  ialls  of  ScbujUdil,  and  prevent  hia 
escape  by  fording  the  river  at  that  jplace.  About  ei^t 
o'clock  in  the  evening  of  ttie  nineteenth  of  May,  General 
Grant  marched  out  of  Philadelphia  on  the  Germantown 
road,  turned  off  at  the  Rising  Sun  tavern  on  the  old  York 
road,  thus  diverging  irom  Barren  Hill,  and  after  passing 
Plymouth  Meeting  House,  and  White  Marsh,  he  arrived  at 
the  position  he  was  directed  to  occupy,  about  a  mile  in  the 
rear  of  the  marquis,  between  him  and  Valley  Forge.  He 
reached  tins  point  of  destination  about  sunrise,  and  now  be- 
lieved that  he  had  got  the  marquis  in  a  cui  <2e  $ac,  and  had 
nothing  more  to  do  but  spring  the  net 

Captain  M'Lane,  who  was  posted  in  advance,  and  ever 
OD  the  alert»  could  discover  no  indication  of  the  enemy's 
movement  on  the  ei^eenth,  nor  before  the  night  of  the 
nineteenth.  The  British  General,  to  mask  his  enterprise, 
had,  by  double  guards,  strictly  interdicted  all  communica- 
tion with  the  country ;  but  the  silence  which  this  precau- 
tioB  occasioned,  caused  M'Lane  to  increase  his  vigilance. 
On  the  morniogof  the  nineteenth!  M'Lane  Wasjoioed  by 
Captain  WtHiam  Parr,  of  Morgan's  rifle  corps,  an  oflicer  of 
^  ^  TttSfin^uhed  bravery.  With  eighty  men,  and  .after  night 
^r'^'^'^'^^'^Av^  (all  as  was  his  custom,  he  advanced  towards  die  enemy's 
lines,  his  evening  patrole  having  reported  every  thing  quiet; 
but,  in  crossing  the  country,  he  fell  in  with  two  of  the  ene* 
my's  grenadiers,  who  pretended  to  be  deserters,  from  whom 
he  learned  that  general  Grant  had  marched  at  twilight  with 
the  grenadiers  and  light  infantry  on  the  Old  York  road,  and 
that  a  body  of  Germans  were  preparing  to  march  up  the 
Schuylkill.  These  combined  movements  leaving  no  doubt 
on  his  mind  that  the  marquis  was  the  object  of  attack^  he 
immediately  set  out  for  head  quarters  by  die  shortest  route^ 
after  despatching  Captain  Parr  across  the  country  with  tba 


Digitized  by 


Google 


MABWm  OB  LAFAnTTX,  39 

^et&chmeiit,  to  get  podseasioQ  of  VandeviD's  Hill,  with  or- 
ders to  oppose  the  columa  of  Ake  enemy  which  might  ad- 
vance on  the  Ridge  Road,  to  the  last  extremity.  .  ^ 

In  &e  mean-time,  General  Gray,  with  a  strong  detach- 
ment, advanced  abng  the  soath  ride  of  the  Schuylkill,  and 
took  post  at  a  ford,  two  w  three  miles  in  front  of  the  right 
flank  of  Lafayette.  The  residue  of  the  British  army  en- 
camped on  Cfaesnut  Hill.  Captain  M'Lane  reached  Barren 
Hill  about  daybreak,  and  communicated  the  impending 
danger  lo  La&yette,  who  could  hardly  credit  the  report ; 
but  an  express  from  Captain  Parr's  detachment,  which  had 
got  possession  of  the  heights  of  Schuylkill  in  season  to 
engage  general  Gray's  column  and  check  its  advance,  and 
another,  at  ttie  same  moment,  from  an  opposite  quarter, 
giving  information  of  die  movements  of  General  Grant  soon 
brought  sorrowful  confirmation  of  bis  perilous  situation. 
The  manner  in  which  the  last  mentioncid  information  was 
conveyed,  affords  an  instance  of  patriotic  zeal,  worthy  of 
being  recorded.  In  passing  White  Marsh,  the  noise  of  the 
British  column  awoke  a  Captain  Stone  of  the  militia,  resi- 
ding there,  who,  on  making  the  discovery,  jumped  from  a 
back  window  of  his  house,  and  ran  naked  across  the  coun- 
try toward  Barren  Hill,  until  he  was  entirely  exhausted : 
his  report  was  then  taken  up  and  carried  to  the  marquis,  in 
the  same  manner,  by  Richard  Burtleston,  who  resided  near 
Pljmouth  Meeting  House. 

The  Marquis  now  found  himself  in  a  state  of  extreme 
danger.  Finding  Hiat  he  was  turned,  he  justly  concluded, 
like  an  experienced  warrior,  that  the  column  marched 
against  him  would  not  be  die  first  to  attack,  and  that  it 
would  wait  until  the  other  was  in  readiness.  In  fact,  Gene- 
ral Grant,  after  marching,  under  cover  of  the  night,  nearly 
twenty  miles  in  nine  hours,  was  attending  the  movements 
of  the  column  on  the  Ridge  Road.  At  his  position  the 
roads  forked ;  one  branch  led  to  the  camp  of  Lafayette. 
,  Vas  than  a  mile  distant ;  the  other  went  to  Matson's  Ford 
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over  the  Schuylbill,  at  «bi(Mit  the  smm  diBtaacd.  The  te^ 
treat  of  Lafayette  waa  thua  cut.  off  from  everj  paattge  but 
MatsoD  a  Ford ;  and  as  the  line  from  his  position  fonned  the 
hase  of  an  obtuse^angled  triaiigle»it  is  obvious  that  his  dis- 
tance from  it  was  much  greater  than  that  of  the  British. 

General  Lafajette  now  changed  hts  front,  and  todc  m 
good  position  opposite  the  column  of  General  Ghrant,  having 
before  him  Barren  Hill  Church,  and  behind  him  the  open- 
ing which  served  as  a  retreat.  About  this  time  his  periiooa 
situation  was  perceived  by  glasses  from  the  camp  at  Valley 
Forge,  and  the  whole  army  was  put  under  arms  to  act  aa 
circumstances  migjbt  require ;  and  six  alarm  guns  fired  by 
General  Washington,  intended  to  give  his  detachment  no- 
tice of  the  danger,  served  also  to  keep  the  enemy  in  awe» 
who  imagined  the  whole  American  army  was  in  march.-*-* 
Nothing  now  remained  but  to  retreat ;  and  Lafayette,  with 
a  veteran  composure,  and  with  a  promptness  of  decision  so 
essential  in  moments  of  critical  danger,  took  the  only  course 
which  could  have  preserved  his  troops.  He  therefore  ad- 
vanced the  head  of  a  column  toward  Grant,  as  if  to  attack 
him,  while  the  rear  filed  off  rapidly  toward  the  Schuylkill: 
this  movement  gained  ground  even  for  the  front,  which, 
while  it  advanced  towards,  the  ei^cmy,  also  approached  the 
river,  and  at  the  same  time  induced  General  Grant  to  lose 
time  in  order  to  prepare  for  battle.  While  this  inanceuvre 
was  performing  in  the  face  of  the  detachment  under  Grant, 
a  ^mall  party  was^  thrown  into  the  churchyard,  which  was 
surrounded  by  a  wall,  on  the  road  toward  General  Gray, 
which  also  gave  the  appearance  of  an  intention  to  attack  in 
that  quarter.  By  these  dispositions,  happily  conceived,  and 
executed  with  regularity,  the  marquis  extricated  himself  and 
his  party  fix)m  the  destruction  which  had  appeared  almost 
inevitable.  The  only  road  he  could  take  m^de  him  ap- 
proach the  column  of  General  Grant,  and  exposed  him  to 
be  attacked  by  it  in  front,  while  Gray  and  the  main  body 
fell  on  his  rear.  In  this  situation,  his  own  greatness  of  mind 
suggested  to  the  young  soldier  the  proper  course  to  be  pur-* 
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««Md.  EDowag  that  more  bonoiir  was  loat  flun  time  gftined, 
in  coaTertiRg  a  retreat  into  a  flight,  he  coalioued  his  march 
la  a  traeqail  aed  r^lar  order,  and  passed  over  at  Matson's 
Ford  wiUiottt  beiog  tiilerc€|^ted  by  Grmt,  or  sustaiiiiDg  a 
greater  loss  than  niike  flieo*— *Goiuliderabie  time  was  lost  by 
General  Grant,  in  makiag  a  dispositioa  for  Uie  expected  at- 
tack, during  which  deky,  a  corps  of  cavalry,  that  had  formed 
the  advanced  guard  on  the  raareh,  took  possesstoo  of  a  hill 
between.the  two  roads  leading  fnom  Us  position  to  Lafay- 
ette's encampment  and  to  Motsoo's  Ford.  From  this  ele- 
vation the  troops  d  Lafayette  were,  first  discovered  on 
their  retreat  through  the  low,  woo^  gronnds  which  bor- 
dered the  river.  Information  of  this  circomstaoce  was  im- 
mediately conveyed  to  General  Gusnt,  and  his  superior 
proximity  to  Matson's  Ford  is  said  to  have  been  uiged  to 
him,  and  even  pointed  out,  in  the  strongest*  manner ;  but, 
under  a  persuasion  &at  these  were  only  a  part  of  La&y* 
ette's  troops,  detached  for  some  unaccountable  reason,  the 
geeeral  persisted  in  his  resolution  of  advancing  to  Barren 
IfiU,  notwidistanding  the  strong  remonstrances^  of  Sir  Wil- 
liam Enkine  against  that  measure.  That  post  was  for- 
tunately concealed  from  view  by  intervemng  trees  ;  oth^- 
wise  (he  desertion  of  it  by  the  Amerioans  would,  have  been 
perceived. 

The  British  having  advanced  to  Barren  Hiil  church,  and 
found  the  ground  lately  occupied  by  Lafiqrette  abandoned, 
followed  i^  his  rear,  and  appeared  at  the  £>rd  just  after  the 
Americans  had  crossed  it,  as  if  by  enchahtmeqt,  with  all 
their  artillery.  Finding  Lafayette  advantageously  posted 
on  the  high  and  broken  grounds  which  =  arose. ifrom  the 
water's  edge  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  river,  the  British 
generals  perceived  that  nothing  farther  could  be  attempted 
against  him,  and  returned  to  Philadelphia  without  having 
effected  any  thing.  ''  The  ladies,"  says  CfaastelletiK,  "  did 
not  see  M.  De  Laiayette,  and  the«  generals  themselves,  ar- 
rived too  late  for  supper." 
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General  Gruit  4id  net  escape  cemure,  for  having  allowed 
Om  great  advantage  he  hatl  acquired,  in  gaining  the  rear  eif 
the  American  encampment  unperceived,  to  8]ip  through  hts 
hands  unused.  He  might,  with  the  utmoat  certainty,  have 
reached  Matson's  Ford  before  the  marquis,  and  thus  have 
cut  off  the  only  retreat  which  remained  for  hiip.  Lafay- 
ette would  then  have  been  compelled  to  seek  for  safety  by 
flying  toward  the  Delaware,  and  the  army  of  Washington 
would  have  been  consequently  dismembered.  Had  General 
Grant  pushed,  forward  his  troops  without  a  halt ; — had  he, 
instead  of  keeping  the  road  to  Barren  Hill,  occupied  the 
strong  grounds  at  Matson's  Ford,  or  those  near  to  Spring 
Mills; — ^the  American  corps  must  ei&er  have  fallen  into 
his  hands  or  been  dispersed,  and  the  remainder  of  the 
army  placed  in  a  situation  of  extreme  danger.  Had  trea- 
son been  triumphant, — ^hadthe  rapidity  of  the  enemy  been 
more,  or  the  military  vigilance  of  Lafayette  less, — a  cala- 
mity would  have  fallen  on  the  American  army,  which,  while 
it  deprived  it  of  one  of  its  brightest  ornaments,  would  have 
defeated  Ihe  operations  of  the  approaching  campaign,  and 
either  left  the  British  general  in  undisturbed  possession  of 
the  principal  city  of  the  union,  or  suffered  the  invading  airny 
to  retreat  without  opposition  through  New-Jersey. 

The  conduct  of  Lafayette  in  this  affair,  was  not  only 
free  from  merited  censure,  but  worthy  of  universal  admira- 
tion ;  yet  it  was  remarked,  that  the  same  degree  of  military 
talent  was  npt  discovered  in  guarding  against  the  approach 
of  danger,  as  in  afterwards  extricating  himself  from  it 
But  the  imputation  which  generally  attaches  to  an  officer, 
who  peftnits  an  enemy  to  pass  in  full  force  unobserved, 
within  a  short  distance  of  his  flank,  into  his  rear,  is  entirely 
removed  by  the  fact,  stated  by  Lafayette  in  his  vindication, 
that  the  Pennsylvania  militia  were  posted  on  his  left  flank, 
and  relied  on  to  guard  the  roads  about  White  Marsh ;  but 
ihat,  without  his  knowledge,  they  changed  their  position, 
and  retired  into  the  rear,  leaving  that  important  pass  open 
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to  ihe  enemy;  who,  moreover,  had  positive  intelligence 
that  these  militia  did  not  occtpy  the  post  assigned  to  them. 
The  position  he  had  taken  at  Barren  Hill  was  almost  im- 
practicable in  front  and  flank,  and,  warned  by  the  monoto- 
rial  voice  of  Washington,  he  had  taken  every  possible  pre- 
caution to  secure  it  A  corps  of  observation  was  posted 
six  or  eight  miles  in  advance,  to  watch  the  movements  of 
the  enemy,  who  practised  every  means  to  elude  the  vigi- 
lance of  Captain  M'Lane,  but  without  success.  The  man- 
ner in  which  the  young  Frenchman  outmanoeuvred  the 
experienced  generals  of  Britain,  and  extricated  himself 
from  almost  inevitable  destruction  in  the  face  of  seven 
thousand  British  regulars,  produced  a  lively  sensation  of 
admiration  throughout  the  army ;  and  his  conduct  was  for 
ever  and  triumphantly  vindicated  by  the  words  of  Wash- 
ington, who  applauded  his  "  well  timed  and  masterly  re- 
treat:' 

During  the  advance  of  the  British  on  this  occasion,  a 
laughable  incident  occurred,  which,  after  the  lapse  of  more 
than  forty-six  years,  has  been  revived  among  the  reminiscen- 
ces which  Attended  the  affecting  meeting  of  Lafayette  with 
the  venerable  Colonel  Willet  of  New- York.  In  the  spring 
of  1778,  the  marquis  sent  to  the  latter  officer,  then  station- 
ed on  the  frontiers,  for  fifty  young  Indian  warriors.  These 
savages  accompanied  him  to  Barren  Hill,  and  were  placed  in 
ambuscade,  after  their  fashion,  in  the  woods.  Fifty  English 
dragoons,  who  had  never  seen  any  Indians,  marching  at  the 
head  of  a  column,  entered  the  wood  where  the  savages  were 
concealed,  who  on  their  part  had  never  seen  dragoons. 
Starting  suddenly  up,  they  raised  a  horrible  yell,  threw  down 
their  arms,  and  escaped  by  swimming  across  the  Schuylkill 
The  dragoons,  on  the  other  hand,  equally  astounded  and 
terrified,  turned  about  their  horses,  and  did  not  recover  their 
panic  till  they  had  got  back  to  Philadelphia.* 

*  For McmiDtsortheretraatfifomBarrcnHilLvMfeManbairt Wash, 
vol  iii  chap^  viii.    SCadman'a  Amer.  War,  voL  i.  p.  4Sa    Botta's  War 
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The  following  notice  of  the  afiair  at  Barren  Hill,  publish* 
ed  by  the  British  after  their  return  to  Philadelphia,  showi 
the  manner  in  which  they  misrepreseated  many  of  the  oc- 
currences of  the  time:  "  lotelligence  having  been  received, 
last  Tuesday,  that  Mr.  Washington  and  his  tattered  retinue 
had  abandoned  their  mud-holes,,  and  were  on  their  way  to 
Germantown,  a  detachment,  of  British  and  Hessian  troops 
went  out  to  meet,  and  escort  them  into  this  city ;  but  the 
rebels  being  apprised  of  their  approach^  fled  back  with  pre- 
cipitation to  what  they  term  thoir  camp,  determined  to  act 
no  further  on  the  offensive  than  might  be  consistent  with 
their  personal  safety." 

In  the  beginning  of  the  year  1778»  a  general  joy  was 
diffused  throughout  the.  American  community.  The  second 
of  May  was  the  day  destined  to  carry  their  exultation  to  its 
utmost  height,  and  to  put  the  seal  to  the  dismemberment  of 
the  vast  and  powerful  British  empire.  On  that  day  arrived* 
at  Casco  Bay,  die  French  fiigate  La  Sensible,  which  bore  to 
Congress  the  treaties  concluded  with  France.  The  Mar- 
quis De  Lafayette,  whose  letters  to  France  had  no  small 
share  in  producing  this  happy  event,  was  among  the  first  in 
the  American  army  who  received  the  welcome  tidings  of 
the  treaty.  In  a  transport  of  joy,  mingled  with  tears,  he 
embraced  General  Washiogton,  exclaiming.  *'  The  king,  my 
master,  has  acknowledged  your  independence,  and  entered 
into  an  alliance  with  you,  for.its  .esiablisfament"  The  joy 
which  spread  from  breast  to  breast,  exceeded  description. 
The  name  of  Lonis  XVI.  was  in  every  body's  mouth; 
every  where  he  was  proclaimed  ibe  protecAor  of  liberty, 
the  defender  of  America,  ^  aaviottr  of  the  coui^try.  The 
several  brigades  at  Valley  Forge  assembled  by  order  of  the 
commander^n-cbief.  Their  chaplains  offered  up  thaoka  to 
Almighty  God,  and  delivered  discourses  suitable  to  the  oc- 
sion.    A  feu-de-joie  was  fired,  and,  on  a  proper  signal  being 

of  Indepeod.  rol<  ii.  book  8..  WilkioMD^  MansiffB,  v«il  i.  bou  atS^^SSL 
ChasteUeox'i  Tnr.  toI.  Lp.  ^8. 
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giren,  tfie  air  retounded  with  "  long  live  the  king  of 
France,"  poured  forth  from  the  breast  of  every  private  in 
the  annj.* 

About  the  first  of  June,  the  three  pacificatoiy  eommia- 
Bioners  from  Great  Britain,  Carliale,  £den,  and  Johnstone, 
arrived,  with  powers  to  give  e^K^i  to  the  conciliatoiy  acts 
of  parliament,  wMch  had  been  proposed  by  h>rd  North.  The 
terms  offered  were  stti&h  as  America  would,  at  one  time, 
have  most  joyfully  accepted ;  but  that  time  was  now  passed. 
The  union  of  the  force  of  the  two  nations  under  one  com* 
mon  sovereign,  was  a  measure  to  which  the  government  was 
no  longer  disposed,  nor  even  at  liberty  to  accede.  A  dis- 
tressing war  had  eradicated  all  those  affections  which  parts 
of  the  same  empire  should  feel  toward  each  other;  Uie 
great  body  of  the  nation  was  determined,  at  every  sacrifice, 
to  maintain  its  independence ;  and  the  treaty  with  France 
had  pledged  them,  by  every  principle  of  honour  and  national 
fiiifh,  never  to  consent  to  a  re-union  with  the  British  empire. 
On  reading  the  letter  of  the  commissioners  to  Congress, 
some  observations  were  found  to  be  mingled  with  them, 
reflecting  on  the  conduct  of  France.  No  sooner  were  they 
heard,  than  a  violent  clamour  rose,  many  members  ex- 
claiming that  the  reading'otight  to  be  interrupted  on  account 
of  the  offensive  language  against  his  roost  Christian  majesty. 
The  words  which  produced  this  confusion  were  the  follow- 
ing ;  "  We  cannot  but  remark  the  insidious  interposition  of 
a  power,  which  has,  from  the  first  settlement  of  the  colonies, 
been  actuated  with  enmity  to  us  both ;  and  notwithstanding 
the  pretended  date,  or  present  form,  of  the  French  offers  to 
North  America,  it  is  notorious  that  they  have  only  been 
made,  because  it  was  believed  that  Great  Britain  had  con- 
ceived the  design  of  an  amicable  arrangement,  and  with  a 
view  to  prevent  reconciliation,  and  prolong  this  destructive 
war."  After  animated  debates,  the  further  consideration 
of  the  subject  was  adjourned  to  the  next  sitting;  but  the 
question  was  agitated  with  equal  vehemence,  on  the  follow* 

*  Ramsay's  RsroIiitioD,  p-.ttl* 
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ing  4ajr«  But,  at  length,  Congress*  haying  dettonstrated  bj^ 
die  warmth  of  this  discussioo  the  respect  they  bore  to  their 
august  ally,  and  reflecting  that  a  refiisal  to  notice  them  mi^t 
occasion  discontents  prejadicial  to  the  state,  determined  to 
read  the  despatches  of  the  commissioners. — ^But  the  high* 
minded  and  ingenuous  Lafayette  coald  not  silently  brook 
the  aspersions  which  were  cast  upon  his  royal  master.  In- 
dignant at  the  duplicity  of  the  commissioners,  who  endea- 
youred  so  artfully  to  weaken  the  neidy-formed  connexion 
between  France  and  America,  be  wrote  a  letter  to  the  Earl 
of  Carlisle,  as  the  principal  member  of  the  commission 
complaining  of  the  reflections  cast  upon  his  couptry,  de- 
manding reparation,  and  challenging  that  nobleman  to  meet 
him  in  the  field.  The  noble  iord»  however,  refused  to  grant, 
in  a  national  concern,  that  satisfaction  which  he  conceived 
ought  to  be  exclusively  confined  to  personal  difierenccs. 
This  afiair,  however,  served  to  display  the  spirit  and  zeal 
of  the  young  marquis  for  the  honour  of  his  country ;  and  it 
was  no  small  addition  to  the  mortification  of  the  commis- 
sioners, to  find  themselves  the  objects  of  animadversion,  in 
a  private,  as  well  as  public  capacity.*  Thb  conduct, 
which,  on  a  conmion  occasion,  might  have  been  considered 
as  resulting  from  mere  bravado  on  the  part  of  a  young 
oAic^,  wa9  in  the  present  instance  neither  useless  nor  liable 
to  thjft  imputation.  The  Americans  were  not  yet  acquainted 
with  the  character  of  the  French.  They  had  been  accus- 
tomed, from  the  prejudices  of  education,  to  consider  them 
as  less  brave  than  the  English,  and  it  was  useful  to  convince 
them  that  a  Frenchman*  of  high  rank  was  not  afraid  to 
measure  his  strength  with  that  of  an  Englishman.  Besides^ 
it  in  some  measure,  diminished  the  consequence  of  the 
commissioners,  in  the  opinion  of  the  people,  and  gave  them 
a  high  idea  of  the  courage  and  attachment  of  their  new 

*  Bfanhtll's  WasUngrton,  toL  iil  p.  6S4 — ^Botta*8  War  of  lodepend* 
aBoe,7olii.  p.  501,3.— Andrew's  American  War,  vol  iii.  p.  161. --Hist 
of  France,  vol.  iil  p.  t7a— Mot  Bio^.  sur  le  Gen.  Fayette,  p.  5. 
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allies.  Hiis  action,  in  fact,  greatly  increated  his  populanty ; 
and  tb^  most  judicious. men  attributed  it  wholly  to  the 
ardour  of  a  youi^  hero,  inflamed  with  the  desire  of  gain- 
ing distinction  by  avenging  the  cause  of  his  injured  country. 
It  cannot  be  denied  that  the  Earl  of  Carlisle  acted,  as  a  com*^ 
missiooer,  with  propriety  in  refusing  the  challenge ;  but  at 
the  same  time  the  Slarquis  De  Lafayette  obtained  beneficial 
results  by  sending  it 

These  commissioners  having  brought  positive  and  secret 
orders  for  the  immediate  evacuation  of  Philadelphia,  Sir 
Henry  Clinton,  who  had  succeeded  Lord  Howe  in  the  com- 
mand of  the  British  army,  prepared  to  execute  the  orders 
of  his  government.  On  the  eighteenth  of  June,  1778,  the 
whole  army  passed  the  Delaware,  and  encamped  at  Glou* 
cester  Point  on  the  Jersey  shore.  Clinton  pursued  his  re« 
treat  slowly,  passing  through  Haddonfield,  Mount  Holly, 
Slabtown,  and  Crosswick,  to  AUentown  and  Imlaytown, 
which  places  he  reached  on  the  twenty-fourth.  He  betray- 
ed  no  symptoms  of  precipitation,  but  rather  indicated  a  dis* 
potttion  for  battle 

Before  Clinton  left  Philadelphia,  General  Washington 
had  penetrated  bis  design ;  and  General  Maxwell,  with  the 
Jersey  brigade,  was  ordered  over  the  Delaware  to  take 
post  about  Mount  Holly,  and  to  join  Major  General  Dick- 
enson, who  was  beginning  to  assemble  the  militia  of  that 
state,  for  the  purpose  of  co-operating  with  the  continental 
troops,  in  breaking  up  the  bridges,  falling  trees  in  the  roads, 
and  otherwise  embarrassing  the  march  of  the  enemy.  When 
authentic  intelligence  was  received  that  the  enemy  had 
crossed  the  Delaware,  a  council  of  war  was  summoned  to 
deliberate  on  the  proper  measures  to  be  pursued.  General 
Washington  submitted  to  their  deliberations  whether  it  was 
proper,  by  harrassing  the  enemy's  rear,  to  annoy  him  as  much 
as  possible,  without,  however,  coming  to  a  general  engage- 
ment; or  whether  it  was  more  advisable  to  attack  him  in 
front,  and  try  the  fortune  of  a  decisive  battle*  A  great  di- 
versity of  opinion  prevailed     General  Lee,  who  bad  latelf 
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beta  exchanged  for  Presoott,  and  whose  mifituy  experience 
gave  great  weight  to  his  opinions,  was  vehement  against  risk- 
bg  either  a  general  or  partial  engagement.      He  maintained 
&at,  with  the  equality  of  force  that  existed,  it  would  be 
*^  criminal*'  to  ha2ard  an  action ; — ^that  it  would  be  impos^ble 
to  bring  on  a  partial  engagement,  without  the  risk  of  its  being 
made  general,  if  such  should  be  the  choice  of  the  enemy ; — 
and  that  a  general  action  ought  not  to  be  fou^t,  unless  the 
advantage  was  manifestly  on  die  American  side.    He  was 
also  of  opinion,  that  the  superiority  of  the  enemy  in  point 
of  discipline  was  suchj  that  the  issue  of  an  engagement 
would   almost  certainly  be  unfavourable ;    and  that  they 
anight  to  be  content  with  following  the  enemy,  observing  bis 
motions,  and  preventbg  hkn  from  ranging  the  coundy. 
General  Du  Portail,  the  Baron  De  Steuben,  and  most  of 
the  foreign    officers,  maintained    the    same  opinions,  and 
thought  that  an  actx>n  ought  carefiilly  to  be  avoided.    The 
American  officers  appear  to  have  been  infkienced   by  the 
counsels  of  the  Europeans ;  for,  of  seventeen  generals,  only 
Wayne    and    Cadwdlader   were    decidedly  in    favour  of 
attacking  the  enemy.     General  Lafayette,  however,  with- 
out openly  embracing  it,  appeared  inclined  to  that  opinion ; 
and  General  Greene  was  also  disposed  to  hazard  more  than 
the  opinions  of  the  majority  wodd  sanction*     They  were, 
in  fact,  the  only  two  members  of  the  board  who  expressed 
the  opinions  which  appear  afterward    to  have  influenced 
Ae  conduct  of  the  commander-in-chief.    They  maintained 
that  the  country  ouf^t  to  be  protected  at.  all  risks,  and  if  k 
should  prove  necessary  to  that  object«  that  duty  enjoined 
diem  to  hazard  a  batde ;  and  that,  if  a  favourable  opportu- 
ni^  was  affiirded  of  attacking  die  enemy  with  effect,  it 
ought  not  to  be  avoided  ;-- 4n  other  words,  that   it  was 
impossible  to  mtieipate  a  decision.    They  could  not  bring, 
thdr  minds  to  endure  the  idea,  that  the  enemy  should  re- 
tire with  impunity  during  so  long  a  march,  and  they  be- 
lieved that  they  had  every  thing  to  expect  from  soldiersi 
whoae  oonstancy  bad  remained  unsubdued  by  the  rigooriof 
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ibe  seuona,  and  the  scarcitj  of  everj  thing  most  necesiaij 
Id  life.  They  reflected,  moreover,  that  the  English  army 
waa  embarrasaed  with  the  most  cumbersome  baggiage,  and 
they  did  not  doubt  that  in  the  numerous  defiles  it  would  be 
compelled  to  thread,  some  favourable  occasion  would  offer 
to  attack  with  advantage.  Nevertheless,  the  voice  of  the 
majority  prevailed,  not  without  evident  dissatisfaction 'on 
the  part  of  Washington,  who  remained  steadfast  in  the  opin- 
ion which  he  had  formed. 

On  the  same  day  that  the  British  abandooed  Philadelphia, 
the  American  commander  moved  from  Valley  Foi^e,  and 
crossing  the  river  at  Coryell's  ferry,  on  the  twenty-second, 
took  post  at  Hopewell.  Sir  Henry  Clinton  was  now  en- 
camped at  and  round  AUentown ;  and  the  main  body  of 
the  American  army  was  about  five  miles  from  Princeton. 
Notwithstanding  the  almost  concurrent  opinion  of  the  gene* 
val  officers  against  risking  an  action,  the  Fabius  of  America, 
who,  with  a  mind  of  uncommon  firmness,,  combined  an  en>- 
terprising  as  well  as  cautious  temper*  indulged  an  anxious 
desire  to  adopt  that  measure.  He  therefore  ag^n  assem- 
bled his  general  officers,  and  once  more  submitted  to  them 
the  situation  of  the  two  armies.  The  same  opinion  re- 
specting a  general  battle,  that  had  been  given  the  day  be- 
fore the  movement  from  Valley  ForgO)  was  repeated ;  and 
the  proposition  was  peremptorily  and  decided^  negatived. 
Genial  Washington,  however,  still  retained  his  inclination 
Id  engage  the  enemy,  and  finding  himself  supported  by  the 
private  wishes  of  some  officers  whom  he  highly  valued,  he 
detemrined  to  take  his  measures  on  his  own  r^ponsibilitji 
and  without  calling  another  council,  Ab  soon  as  he  discov- 
ered that  the  enemy  were  on  their  march  toward  Mon* 
mouth  Court  House,  (not  more  than  twelve  miks  from  the 
lieigbts  of  Middletown,)  he  determined  that  they  should  not 
escape  without  a  blow.  Major^eneral  Diclcienson  with  the 
Jersey  militia,  consisting  of  about  one  thousand  men,  and  a 
brigade  of  continental  troops  commanded  by  Maxwell,  now 
hung  on  their  left  flank  toward  the  rear  of  the  enemyj 
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General  Cadwallader,  with  Jackson's  regiment,  and  a  rerf 
few  militia,  was  entirely  in  their  rear ;  and  Colonel  Morgan, 
with  his  regiment  of  six  hundred  men,  was  on  their  fi^at 
In  pursuance  of  the  opinion  of  the  last  military  council,  a 
detachment  of  fifteen  hundred  men,  under  Brigadier-General 
Scott,  had  aho  been  marched  to  the  lines.  General  Wash- 
ington, having  formed  his  decision,  despatched  Greneral 
Wayne  with  a  further  detachment  of  one  thousand  select 
men  to  reinforce  General  Cadwallader.  A;b  the  continental 
troops  now  in  front  of  the  main  army  amounted,  at  least,  to 
four  thousand  men,  and  as  the  simultaneous  action  of  the 
several  detachments  was  of  extreme  importance,  he  deemed 
it  proper  to  employ  a  major-general  to  collect  and  com* 
mand  them.  This  tour  of  duty  Major-General  Lee  had  a 
right  to  claim  :  but  as  he  was  openly  and  strongly  against 
hazarding  even  a  partial  engagement,  and  expected  that 
nothing  farther  would  be  attempted  than  merely  to  re- 
.connoitre  the  enemy,  and  restrain  plundering  parties,  he 
showed  no  disposition  to  assert  his  claim,  and  very  readily 
assenting  to  the  private  wishes  of  General  Washington,  that 
tile  command  should  be  given  to  an  officer  whose  views  of 
the  service  comported  more  with  bis  own,  he  yielded  this 
important  tour  of  duty  to  the  Marquis  De  Lafayette.  He 
was  ordered  to  proceed  immediately  with  die  detachment« 
and  to  form  a  junction  as  expeditiously  as  possible  with 
that  under  General  Scott ;  to  use  the  most  effectual  means 
for  gaining  the  enemy's  left  flank  and  rear,  and  giving  them 
every  degree  of  annoyance.  All  the  continental  parties  on 
the  line  were  placed  under  his  command,  and  be  was  di- 
rected to  take  such  measures  as  would  most  impede  the 
march  of  the  enemy,  and  occasion  them  the  greatest  loss : 
for  these  purposes,  he  was  to  attack  them  as  occasion  might 
require  by  detachment,  and,  if  a  proper  opening  should  be 
given,  to  act  against  them  with  his  whole  force,  A  lett^ 
was  at  the  same  time  addressed  to  General  Dickeasoa 
placing  the  militia  under  the  orders  of  La&yette. 
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The  Diarqais  was  joung,  generous,  and  brave ;  but  not* 
Withstanding  his  high  qualifications,  it  was  certainly  an  im« 
*fortant  trust  to  be  confided  to  the  captivating  foreigner. 
Nothing  is  more  dangerous  than  to  hang  with  an  inferior 
l&rce  upon  a  gallant  enemy,  jiever  disinclined  to  draw  his 
sword,  and  watchful  to  seize  every  advantage  within  his 
reach.  But  the  discrimination  of  Washington  was  well 
justified  by  his  conduct,  not  only  on  this  occasion,  but 
throughout  the  whole  course  of  the  war.  The  dispositions 
that  he  had  made,  and  the  orders  which  he  had  given, 
manifest  very  conclusively  the  intention  and  wish  of  the 
commander-in-chief.  They  could  hardly  fail  to  bring  on  an 
engagement  Wayne  had  openly  espoused  that  measure, 
and  Fayette,  although  he  partially  joined,  in  council,  in  the 
opinion  against  seeking  a  general  action,  had  been  in  favour 
of  a  partial  one ;  and  would,  therefore,  if  any  proper  occa- 
sion offered,  certainly  attack  with  his  whole  force,  which 
would  as  certainly  produce  such  measures  on  the  part  of  the 
enemy,  as  would  render  it  proper  to  support  him  with  the 
whole  army.  He  was  accompanied  too  by  Colonel  Hamil- 
ton, who  felt  the  strongest  desire  to  signalize  the  detachment, 
and  to  accomplish  all  the  wishes  of  the  commander-in-chief. 
Immediately  after  sending  this  additional  body  of  troops, 
the  whole  army  moved  to  Cranberry,  in  order  to  be  suffi« 
ciently  near  to  support  them.  The  advanced  corps  under 
Lafayette  pressed  forward,  and  took  a  position  on  the  Mon* 
mouth  road,  about  five  miles  in  the  rear  of  the  enemy,  with 
the  intention  of  attacking  them  the  next  morning  on  their 
march ;  but  it  was  found  too  remote,  and  too  far  on  the 
right,  to  be  supported  in  case  of  action,  and  orders  were 
consequently  sent  to  the  marquis,  to  file  ofi*  by  his  left  to* 
ward  Englishtown.  These  orders  were  executed  early  in 
the  morning  of  the  twenty-seventh  of  June. 

No  sooner  had  Lafayette  marched  toward  the  lines,  than 
General  Lee  began  to  regret  his  resignation  of  the  com* 
mand  of  the  advanced  party.  He  perceived  that,  in  the 
•pinion  of  all  the  general  officers,  a  greater  importance 
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was  attached  to  this  command  than  he  had  a1k>tred  it ;  and 
that  his  reputation  was  in  danger  of  being  somev^at  impair* 
edy  by  connecting  his  strenuous  opposition  to  eyen  a  pardal 
action,  with  his  afterward  declining  the  command  of  a  rery 
strong  detachment,  which,  it  was  expected,  would  fall  in 
with,  and  engage  the  rear  of  the  enemy.  He  now,  there- 
fere,  solicited  very  earnestly  for  the  command  which  be 
bad  before  declined.  To  relieve  the  feelings  of  Lee,  with- 
out wounding  those  of  Lafayette,  General  Washington  de- 
'  tached  him  with  two  other  brigades  to  Englishtown,  to  sup- 
port die  Marquis.  As  senior  officer,  be  would  of  course 
have  the  du-ection  of  the  whole  front  division,  which  would 
DOW  amount  to  five  thousand  men;  but  it  was  expressly 
stipulated,  that  if  any  enterprise  had  been  already  formed 
by  Lafayette,  it  should  be  proceeded  with,  in  like  manner 
as  if  the  commanding  officer  had  not  been  changed.  To 
this  condition  Lee  acceded,  and  with  two  additional  bri- 
gades, joined  the  front  division  of  the  army,  now  encamped 
at  Englishtown.  The  whole  van  guard  was  placed  under 
bis  command,  leaving  to  Laimyette  only  that  of  the  militia 
and  light  horse.  The  main  army  moved  f(»*ward  about 
three  miles  in  his  rear;  Morgan's  corps  still  hovered  on 
the  right  flank  of  the  British;  and  General  Dickenson  on 
their  left.* 

Sir  Henry  Clinton  had  taken  a  very  strong  position  on  the 
heights  of  Freehold,  having  his  right  flank  in  the  skirt  of  a 
small  wood,  while  his  left  was  secured  by  a  very  thick  one, 
and  a  morass  running  towards  his  rear :  his  whole  front  was 
also  covered  by  a  wood,  and,  for  a  considerable  distance 
towards  his  left,  by'  a  morass.  Descending  from  these 
heights  towards  Monmouth,  there  was  a  deep  valley,  three 
miles  in  length  and  one  in  breaddi,  broken  with  hills, 
woods,  and  morasses.  General  Washington  finding  this 
position  unassailable,  and  knowing  that  it  would  be  impossi- 
ble to  attempt  any  thing  with  a  prospect  of  success  if  the 
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^matmf  dioald  reach  the  hi^  grounds  of  Middletown,  de- 
termined to  attack  their  rear  the  moment  thej  should  move 
fiom  the  ground.  .  This  determination  was  immediately 
communicated  to  General  Lee«  and  corresponding  orders 
were  also  given  to  flie  rear  division -of  the  armj. 

In  the  mean-time,  Clinton,  seeing  the  ^lemy  so  near,  and 
a  battle  inevitaUe,  withdrew  all  his  ba^age  from  the  rear, 
and  passed  it  into  the  charge  of  the  van,  commanded  by 
general  Knyphansen,  so  that,  while  he  endeavoured  with  the 
fear  guard  to  keep  the  Americans  in  check,  it  might  be 
conducted  to  a  place  of  safety  upon  the  hills  of  Middle- 
town  : .  he  therefore  retained  in  his  encampment  at  Free- 
hold several  battalions  of  English  infantry,  both  heavy  and 
light,  the  Hessian  grenadiers,  and  a  regiment  of  cavalry ; 
urtiile  Knyphausen,  at  daybreak  on  the  morning  of  the 
twenty*eighth  of  June,  descended  into  the  valley  with  his 
convoy  on  his  way  toward  Middletown.  About  eight 
o'clock  Clinton  also  descendied  from  the  heights  of  Free^ 
hold,  and  took  up  his  line  of  match  in  the  rear  of  thefront 
division.  Washington,  being  promptly  informed  of  ^H  h\% 
motions,  and  apprehensive  ^t  the  English  would  sacCeed 
in  posting  tbeniselves  in  the  oioiintains  of  Middteftown,  the 
distance  being  only  a  few  miles,  in  which  case  it  would  have 
been  impracticable  to  interrupt  their  retreat  to  New-York« 
despatched  orders  to  General  Lee  to  move  on  and  attack  the 
rear,  *'  unlessi  there  should  be  powerful  reasons  to  the 
contrary  ^  while  Morgan  and  Dickenson  were  directed  to 
descend  into  the  valley  upon  the  enemy's  flanks  in  order  to 
attempt  the  column  of  KnypHaasen,  encumbered  with  its 
loi^  traiii  of  carriages  and  pack  horses.  Lee,  havii^  made 
the  necessary  dispositions  to  effect  these  orders,  appeared 
on  the  hei^hls  of  Freehold  soon  after  the  enemy  had  left 
ttiem,  and  following  the*  British  into  the  plain,  gave  direc- 
tioBB  to  general  Wajme,  to  attack  their  covering  party  in 
the  rear  so  as  to  halt  them.  In  the  meantime,  he  proposed 
to  gain  their  front  by  a  shorter  road  on  fiieir  left,  and  en* 
tbeljr  alerceptiag  tbeur  eommiinicatie&  with  the  Kne,  £• 
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bear  them  off  before  fhey  coald  be  assisted.  Before  Hm 
plan  was  executed,  Sir  Henrj  Clinton  had  dispersed  the 
militia  under  JDickenson,  which  infested  his  left  flank,  and 
perceiving  that  the  Americans  were  descending  with  impe- 
tuosity to  attack  him,  while  Knjpbausen,  with  the  baggage, 
was  exposed  to  the  greatest  peril  in  the  defiles  which  con- 
tinued several  miles,  instantly  took  the  only  resolution  that 
could  extricate  him  from  the  embarrassments  of  his  position. 
He  determined  to  turn  upon  the  Americans  who  me- 
naced tus  rear,  and  to  charge  them  with  the  utmost  vigour, 
hopisg  to  throw  them  into  disorder  by  an  unexpected 
attack,  and  ^s  compel  them  to  recall  to  their  succour  the 
corps  they  had  detached  to  intercept  the  ba^ge.  Thus 
the  English  rear  guard,  commanded  by  Comwallis  and 
Clinton  in  person,  and  the  American  van  guard,  conducted 
by  General  .Lee  and  tiie  Marquis  de  Lafayette,  advanced 
against  each  other,  with  a  firm  resolution  to  engage.  The 
artillery  b^n  to  play,  and  the  queen's  dragoons  charged 
and  routed  the  l^ht  horse  of  Lafayette.  Greneral  Lee  soon 
perceived  himself  to  have  been  mistaken  in  the  force  which 
formed  the  rear  of  the  British,  and  was  also  compelled  to 
form  his  troops  upon  unfavourable  ground,  having  behind 
him  a  ravine,  which  rendered  his  retreat  extremely  difficult 
in  case  of  check,  and  which  necessarily  would  impede  the 
arrival  of  reinforcements  to  his  aid.  This  was  about  ten 
o'clock ;  and  while  both  armies  were  executing  their  pre* 
paratory  manoeuvres  for  action,  g)sneral  Scott,  mistaking  an 
obliqne  march  of  an  American  column  for  a  retreat,  and 
apprehensive  of  being  abanA>ned,  left  his  position  and  re- 
passed the  ravine  in  his  rear.  Lee,  knowing  die  unfavour* 
able  position  of  his  troops,  directed  the  whole  detachment 
to  regain  the  heights  they  had  passed.  This  country  abound* 
with  defiles  of  a  peculiar  sort :  the  valleys  are  cut  by  small 
rivulets  with  marshy  grounds,  difficult  to  man  and  horse,  and 
impossible  to  artillery,  except  in  particular  ^ots.  Persever- 
ing in  his  decision  to  join  rather  than  recall  Scott  he  coin 
tiBued  to  retire.    During  this  retrograde  movem^it  som» 
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.id^t  ddnnisbiqg  ensaed,  in  which  very  little  damage  was 
done  on  either  side. 

When  the  first  firing  announced  the  commencement  of 
the  action,  the  rear  of  the  army  threw  ojfif  their  packs,  and 
ftdranced  rapidly  to  the  support  of  the  frout  Meantime 
the  enemy  bad  pursued  I.«ee  across  the  ravine,  and  pressed 
faim  hard  before  he  had  time  to  rally.  In  this  critical  mo* 
ment,  Washington  arrived.  As  he  approached  the  scene  of 
action,  he  rode  forward  in  total  igmM-ance  of  Lee's  retreat ; 
and  aboA  noon,  to  bis  great  astonishment  aod  mortification, 
met  the  advanced  corps  retiring  before  the  enemy,  Without 
having  made  a  single  effort  to  maintain  their  ground.  Those 
whom  he  first  fell  in  with,  neither  understood  the  motives 
which  had  governed  General  Lee,  nor  his  present  design ; 
and  could  give  no  other  inibrmation  than  that  by  his  ord^s 
they  had  fled  without  fighting.~Geaeral  Washington  rode 
to  the  rear  of  the  division,  which  he  found  closely  pressed* 
He  then  met  General  Lee,  to  whom  he  spoke  in  terms  of 
aome  warmth,  implying  -disapprobation  of  his  conduct 
General  Lee,  instead  of  entering  into  that  full  explanation 
which  his  own  honour,  duty  to  his  superior,  and  the  good  of 
his  country,  demanded,  took  offence  at  the  manner  in  which 
he  had  been  accosted,  and  replied  unbecomingly.  Such 
conduct,  in  an  inferior  officer,  could  not  be  brooked,  and 
met,  as  it  merited,  marked  disapprobation.  In  fact,  the 
deviation  of  Lee  from  his  instructionB  might  have  produced 
the  most  fatal  effects. 

It  was  now  necessary,  without  delay,  to  arrest  for  a  few 
moments  the  impetuosity  of  the  English,  in  order  to  give 
time  for  all  the  corps  of  the  rear  guard  to  come  up.  The 
commander4n-chief,  accordingly,  ordered  the  regimeota 
commanded  by  Colonel  Stewart  and  LieutenantoColonel 
Ramsay»  to  occupy  an  important  post  on  the  left,  behind  a 
tuft  0(  wood,  and  there  to  sustain  the  first  efforts  of  the 
enemy.  General  Lee  was  directed  to  take  proper  mea- 
euros,  with  the  residue  of  his  force,  to  stop  the  British  co» 
tumn  on  that  ground,  and  the  commande^in-chief  rode 
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baok  hiamlf  p  ammge  the  remr  diyisbb -of  dn  amy. 
Stung  by  the  reproaches  of  his  general,  and  stunulfited  by 
the  point  of  honour,  General  Lee  made  extreme  exertions 
to  rally  his  troops,  and  disposed  them  on  advantageous 
ground,  where  they  defended  themselves  valiantly.  But 
at  length,  overpowered  by  numbers,  he,  as  Well  as  Stewart 
and  Ramsay,  were  compelled  to  fall  back.  .Lee,  however, 
brought  off  bis  troops  in  good,  order,  and  was  directed  lo 
form  in  the  rear,  while  the  army  moved  on  to  battte.  The 
ofaeck  given  by  him  to  the  ^emy,  afibrded  time#)  dispose* 
the  left  wing  and  second  line,  to  which  Lafayette  \9Sl3  now  at- 
tached, of  the  American  army,  partly  in  a  neighbouring 
wood,  and  partly  upon  a  hill  situated  on  the  left,  from 
which  some  pieces  of  cannon,  which  hcxtd  Stirling  had 
planted  there,  severely  annoyed  the  enemy,  and,  mth  the 
aid  of  sevelral  parties  of  infantry,  effectually  put  a  stop  to 
their  advance.  General  Greene,  who  conomahded  the  right 
wing,  now  took  a  very  advantageous  position  on  the  light,  and 
posted  his  artillery  upon  a  k)fiy  eminence,  whence  it  cruelly 
infested  the  left  wing  of  the  enemy. 

Finding  themselves  thus  arveslBd,  and  so  warmly  op* 
posed  in  front,  the  British  attempted  U>  turn  the  left  flank  - 
of  the  Americans,  but  they  were  repulsed  by  the  Kgfaet  in- 
fimtry  detached  for  that  ptirpose.  They  then  directed  their 
efEbrta  against  Washington's  rig^t,  which  th^  endeavoured  to 
surround  ;  but  overwhelmed  by  the  artiUeiy  of  Greene, 
they  were  soon  compelled  to  retreat.  At  this  moment, 
General  Weyne  was  advanoed.widi  a  body  of  infantry  to 
engage  them  in  front,  who  kept  up  so  hot  and  well-directed 
a  fire  of  mudcetry,  that  they  drove  the  enemy,  b^ind  the 
ravine,  on  the  ground  where  the  first  hah  had  been  made, 
and  where  the  action  had  comnleDC^  immediately  after 
the  arrival  of  General  Washbgton. — ^Victory  was  no 
longer  doubtful ;  but  the  new  position  of  the  Ei^Iish  was 
still  formidable.  Their  flanks  were  covered  by  tliick  woods 
and  deep  morasses,  while  their  front  coukl  only  be  reached 
diuough  a  nanow  pass.    Notwitbstandiiig  the  fttigue  9f  th^ 
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ftetk»  Aejr  fluftred  leos,  id  kilied  and  woimded,  than  '&dr 
•dversaries.      In   Us   official    letter,    Sir    Hemy   Cfintoii 
•tated  his  dead  aad  missmg  at  four  cAcera  and  one  faundred 
and  ei^i^-faur  privates;  and  his  wounded  at  sixteen  offi^ 
cerSy  and  one  hundred  and  fifiy^four  privates.     But  the 
^stubborn  &ct"  of  butying  the    dead,  manifests  a  great 
entor  in  the  official  report  of  Sir  Henrjr  Cfintoo.    Four 
offieers,  and  two  hundred  and  forty-fire  privates  were  buried 
tm  the  field  by  persons  appointed  for  that  purpose;  and 
eonie  few  were  afterward  found  and  buried,  so  as  to  hi» 
oreaae  the  number  to  nearly  three  hundred.    The  bss  of 
the  AmerieanB  was  dght  .officers,  and  sixt^-one  privates, 
killed,  and  about  one  hundred  and  sixty  wounded.^— Wkb* 
Mt  doubt,  CSinton,  who  claimed  the  victory,  obtsdned  his 
objeot^-*-4ecurity  fixxn   iiirifaer   moleistadon,  and  the  oom^ 
pletion  of  his  retreat    This,  however,  wits  not  eflbcted  la 
the   Qsud  style  of  conquerors,  but  by  declui^g  in  the 
o^it,  and  seeking  safety,  near  the  pkc^  of  emUdoitioD,  fai 
a  position  secure  firom  assauh#    Coiigreiss  was  hi^ily  grali«> 
fied  with  die  success  pdneh  attended  their  arms   at   die 
batde  of  Mbnmoudi.    On  the  seventh  of  July,  a  reaobtkin 
WIS  unanimously  passed,  presenting  their  thanks  to  Generd 
Washington,  and  to  the  officers  and  men  under  Us  command^ 
who  ^liBguished  themselves  by  their  conduct  and  valour 
in  the  battle^— ^In  this  severe  action,  vrisch  tenninated  in  a 
mateer  eakulated  to  make  a  general  inq;>res8ian  fiivourafala 
to  the  reputation  of  the  American  arms,  General  Lafeyetta 
displayed   the  utmost  coobess  and  sIdQ,  and  participated 
largely  m  the  to3s  and  dangers  of  die  day.    The  Veomible 
CbkMiel  Willet,  of  New*Tork,  m  a  letter  written  imtnedi- 
ately  afior  the  action,  in  wUch  he  was  personally  engaged^ 
makes  die  follo^g  remarks  relative  to  die  youthful  hero: 
«I  have  been  charmed  widi  die  bfeoming  gaUantiy^  and 
sagacity,  of  the  Marquis  De  Lafayette,  who  appears  to  be 
possessed  of  every  requisite  to  c<Hisdtute  a  great  General  i^ 
Cokmel  WiUet  was  z  vokmte^  aid  to  General  Scott,  of 
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Tiigmia,  who  commanded  die  fight  bfantrjTi  and  in  tbi 
commencement  of  the  action,  under  the  immediate  orden 
of  Genend  La&jrette:  hence,  he  enjoyed  a  favoumUe 
oi^KBtunity  of  observing  and  appreciating  bis  conduct** 

The  foUowing  extract  from  die  ^  Historical  Anecdotes  of 
die  Reign  of  Louis  XVI,V  afibrds  an  epitome  of  the  faa« 
manity  and  gallantry  of  the  Marquis.  During  the  Ameri* 
cau  War^  a  Genend  officer  in  the  service  of  the  United 
States,  advanced,  with  a  score  of  men,  under  the  English 
batteries,  to  reconnoitre  their  position.  His  fiid<-de-campi 
struck  by  a  ball,  fell  at  his  side.  Tie  officers  and  orderly 
dragoons  fled  precipitately^  The  General,  though  under  the 
fire  of  the  cannon,  approached  the  wounded  man  to  see 
whether  he  had  any  signs  of  life  remaining,  or  whe&er  any 
aasistance  could  be  afibrded  him.  Finding  the  wound  had 
been  mortal,  he  turned  his  eyes  away  with  emdtioD^  and 
dowly  rejoined  the  group,  whidi  had  got  out  of  the  reach  of 
the  pieces. .  This  instance  of  courage  and  humanity  took 
place  at  the  batde  of  Monmouth.  General  Clinton,  who 
commanded  die  English  troops,  knew  that  the  Marquis  De 
Lafayette  genendly  rode  a  white  horse;  and  it  was  upon 
a  white  horse  that  the  general  officer,  who  retired  so  sbwly, 
was  mounted.  CUnton  commanded  the  giinners  not  to  fire* 
This  noUe  fmbearanee  i»obahly  saved  General  Lafayett^i 
life,  fiir  it  was  he  himsel£  At  that  time  he  was  but  twel^y- 
two  years  of  age*  - 

Not  long  after  die  battle  of  Momnouth,  General  La-» 
fayette  was  again  Jeleoted  for  active  service,  and  on  the 
twenty-first  of  July,  was  detached  with  two  brigades»  to 

*For  Moodnts  of  th»  battle  of  Moiinioiithi  dec,  «u2i  ManbaU's  Waab* 
isftaii,  vol.  iii,  chap.  ^^— Andrews'  Amer.  War,  voL  lii,  p.  112.^— -H.  Lee*» 
Memoin,  voL  i,  p.  58.— Johneo&'B  LiA  of.  Greene,  yol.  i,  p.  103.H-Botta*e 
War  Independ.  toL  li,  book  z.— Ramn/a  ReTolatiaii,  p.  e79^-381.r--8ted» 
ama*0  AmnttUk  War,  toL  ii,  ch.  SS.~^Me]&.  Hiator.  far  La&yetliB|  p,  %, 


Digitized  by 


Google 


jdn  General  Sollivan,  who  had  heen  appointed,  in  the  pre* 
ceding  winter  to  the  command  of  the  troops  in  Rhode 
Island.  Count  D'li^staing  having  refinquished  the  meditated 
attack  on  the  British  fleet  in  the  harbour  of  New-York,  m 
coDse^ence  of  the  impracticabilitj  of  passing  the  bar  at 
Sandy  Hook,  an  enterprise  against  the  enemy  at  Rhode 
Idand  was  concerted,  by  the  combined  forces  of  America 
and  France.  On  the  twenty-filtti  of  Ju^,  the  French  fleet 
arrived  at  Newport;  and  in  the  mean-time,  directions  were 
l^ven  to  Genmil  Sullivan,  to  call  on  the  New-England 
alates  to  furnish,  immediately,  their  quotas  of  militia;  and 
10  prepare  magazmes ;  to  collect  the  boats  necessary  for  a 
descent ;  to  engage  the  best  pibts ;  and  to  make  himself 
perfectly  master  of  the  situation  and  strength  of  the  enemy* 
General  Greene  was  ordered,  without  delay,  to  Rhode 
Island,  of  which  state  he  was  a  native,  and  where  he  pos- 
sessed great  mfluence,  for  the  purpose  of  commanding 
under  Sullivan. 

General  Pigot,  who  commanded  in  Rhode  Island,  had  re- 
ceived considerable  reinforcements  from  New*-York,  and  the 
garrison  now  amounted  to  about  six  tbousapd  eflbctives. 
The  main  body  lay  in  Newport,  which  was  strongly  de* 
folded,  and  some  small  detadiments  occupied  other  works 
thrown  up  at  the  north  end  of  die  idand,  to  prevent  a  de- 
scent fr<Kn  die  adjacent  continent.  The  American  anny 
ky  on  the  mam,  about  the  town  of  Providence. 

Soon  after  die  arrival  of  D'Estahig,  General  SulEvan 
went  on  board  the  fleet,  to  concert  a  plan  of  q>erations 
for  the  allied  forces.  It  was  determined  that  their  arms 
sfaodd  be  dhrected,  as  soon  as  possible,  against  Newport. 
According  to  the  plan  of  attack,  the  fleet  was  to  enter  the 
Jmrbour,  and  land  the  French  troops  on  tibe  west  side  of 
the  island,  while  the  Americans,  at  die  same  time,  landed 
00  the  opposite  coast,  under  cover  of  tho  guns  of  a  fiigprtef 
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Tbios  ibqr  ^'iKHdd  be  wAm  the  wcmtIdi  wluGh  kad  ben 
erected  on  the  oonh  end  of  the  island  for  the  purpose  of 
IKTeyeotiiig  a  descent  from  the  contmeot.  To  be  la  reidir 
aess  for  the  execudm  of  this  plan,  Oeoeral  Greene  mazched 
with  a  detachment  of  contioental  and  state  Inx^  andsome 
militia,  to  Tiverton,  which  liea  on  the  east  side  of  the  East 
Channel :  but  considerable  delaj  was  occasioned  by  the  slow 
arrival  of  the  rein^cenients  c^  milida,  which  were  deemed 
essential  to  the  securi^  of  die  enterprise ;  but  as  die  mifiiia 
of  Massachusetts  and  New-Hampshire,  who  were  jMiiici- 
InJIj  volunteers,  approachedi  Sullivan  joined  Genend 
Greene  at  Tiverton,  and  it  was  agreed  that  the  fleet  should 
enter  the  main  channel  immedialelyi  and  that  the  descent 
should  be  made  die  succeeding  day. 

Accordtn^y,  on  the  dghth  of  August,  all  die  prepan- 
tioBs  beiqg  completed,  and  the  imd  ftvourable,  the  VnmA 
squadron  entered  the  harbour  of  Newport,  and  coastuig 
the  town,  discharged  their  broadsides  into  it,  and  received 
Ihe  fire  of  the  batteries  on  shore:  but  litde  exeoudon  was 
done  on  either  side«— The  militia  not  arrhing  precisely  ac 
the  time  they  were  existed,  SuUivmi  cemnaunieated  to  4ie 
French  admiral  the  necesnty  of  postponbg  die  attack  yet 
another  diyr;  but,  finding  next  moraing,  that  die  Britilh 
troops  on  the  north  end  of  the  ishnd  had  been  leealM 
dunng  die  night,  and  fearJiil  that  they  would  retimi  to  dien, 
he  determined  to  take  immedii^  .possession  of  the  worke 
which  had  been  abandoned.  In  conformity  with  this  reso* 
lutioQ,  die  whole  army  ciossed  the  Sea-comiet  passage,  at 
Howlaod's  Feoy,  on  the  nindi  of  August,  and  landed  on  the 
north  end  of  Bhode  Island. 

On  receivmg  mformation  of  this  movement,  D'Estamg 
highly  resented  the  inddibacy  supposed  to  have  been  ooan- 
mitted  by  SulUvan,  in  landing  before  the  Freneh,  and  widh 
out  cgnsuWog  him.    la  addition  to  tUa  cause  of  discomeatt 
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some  previous  diffieuWes^  on  suigects  of  mere  pimctilio^ 
had  beea  created*  The  Count  D'Estaing  was  a  land,  119 
wen  as  sea  officer,  and  held  the  rank  of  Lieutenant«6ene» 
ral  in  die  French  sernce*  Sullivan,  being  oollj  a  Major«» 
Gesieral,  he  had  endeavoiared  ta  avoid  a  misunderstanding 
oa  this  delicalo  point,  by  agreeing,  in  the  first  conference, 
Aat  the  Aaaericans  should  land  first,  and  afterward  iho 
French,  to  be  commanded  by  D'Estaing  in  person*  Either 
his  own  reflections,  or  the  suggestions  of  odKr%  afterward 
made  the  Count  dissatisfied  with  this  arrangement,  and  he 
insisted  thai  the  descent  should  be  made  on  both  sides  of 
Ae  island  precisely  at  the  same  moment,  and  that  one  wing 
of  the  American  tqmy  shoidd  be*  attached  to  the  French, 
and  land  with  them.  He  also  dedinied  the  command  in- 
person,  but  requested  that  LA&yette  should  take  charge  of 
the  French  troops^  as  well  as  of  the  Americans  attached  to 
diem. — The  condwft  of  D'Estaing,  on  tins  occasion,  was 
eaptious  and  assuming*  As  the  command  ot  the  combined 
ferns  had  been  tendered  to  him,  he  ought  to  have  accepted 
it,  or  not  insisted  on  dictating  widi  respect  to  that  of  the 
ijgitt  wing*  Althoi^h  the  high  standing,  unbounded  popu- 
larity, and  real  merit  of  the  Marquis  de  Laiayette,  made, 
every  one  wiBnig  to  concede  what  he  could  with  honom*, 
yet  D'Estaing'a  pimctilious  pretensions  ought  to  have  made 
lum  respect  the  rights  and  feelings  of  others.  All  conceded 
A0  propriety  of  delegating  the  command  of  the  French 
trocq»  to  Lafayette;  but  when  lyEstaing  ininsted  that  an 
entire  division  of  the  American  army  should  act  with  them, 
and  the  command  of  the'  whole  be  given  to  the  Marquis,  he 
certaiidy  carried  his' pretensions  too  far  for  one  who  had  de« 
dbed  the  duef  command.  At  length,  the  French  admiral 
was,  with  difficult,  prevailed  on  to  consent  that  his  demand 
should  be  reduced  from  one  wing  of  the  American  army,  te 
one  thousand  militia. — When,  afterward.  General  SuBivaa 
ciossed  arer  to  the  idand  before  the  time  to  wUch  he  had 
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UiDsetf  postpooed  the  descent,  and  without  giving  prevkmi^ 
notice  to  the  Count  of  this  movementi  some  suspicions  were 
excited  that  the  measure  was  taken  with  other  views  than 
those  which  were  assigned.  The  French  admiral  was  so 
much  ofiended  that  he  refused  to  answer  Sullivan's  letter: 
the  day  which  ought  to  have  been  appropriated  to  action, 
was  passed  m  discussion;  and  this  delicate  and  magnified 
point  probably  proved^  in  the  end,  the  destruction  of  die 
whole  expeditioii. 

After  reaching  the  island,  General  Sullivan  hoped  that  die 
attack  would  be  no  longer  delayed,  when,  on  die  same  day, 
the  squadron  of  Lord  Howe  appeared,  which  after  commu- 
nicadng  widi  General  Pigot,  came  to  an  ancfa<»r  off  Point 
Jbdith;  After /a  careftil  examination  of  the  position  of  the 
French  ships,  die  British  admiral  concluded,  fit)m  various 
ooDCurring  causes,  that  he  could  entertain  no  hope  of  suc-» 
oouriog  die  town.  From  the  same  causes,  if  the  French 
admiral  had  been  disposed  to  persist  in  the  concerted  pkn 
of  attack,  and  had  not  abandoned  his  station  until  he  had 
idbrded'  to  General  Sullivan  all  die  co-operation  in  his 
power,  there  is  good  reason  to  believe  that  the  town  of  New'* 
port  would  have  fallen  into  the  hands  of  the  allies.  But  the 
count  D'Estaing,  fiill  of  ardour  and  impatience,  took  ad- 
vantage of  a  favourable  change  of  wind  to  sail  out  of  the 
harbour,  in  order  to  attack  the  ^emy.  Previously  to  his 
leaving  port,  he  informed  General  Sullivan  that,  on  his  re- 
turn, he  would  land  his  men  as  that  officer  should  advise* 
Having  stood  out  to  sea,  with  the  advantage  of  the  weadier- 
gagye,  which  Lord  Howe  did  not  diink  it  prudent  to  concede, 
the  whole  day  was  spent  in  manoeuvreing.  On  the  suo» 
ceeding  day,  when  on  the  point  of  engaging,  the  two  fleets 
weire  separated  and  dispersed  by  a  violent  tempest,  which 
lasted  forty-eight  hours,  and  rendered  them  bodi  unfit  for 
a^n.    llie  British  squadron  returned  to  New*York,  fiar 
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die  purpose  of  refitting }  and  the  French  regained  die  hu^ 
beur  <tf  Newport 

Id  the  mean-time  the  militia  bad  joined  the  army  of  SuBi* 
van,  which  now  amounted  to  ten  thousand  men.  But  Geni- 
tal Lafayette  objected  to  the  commencement  of  any  opera- 
tions before  the  return  of  D'Estaing.  He  ai^ed,  that  if 
measure  were  taken  against  the  ^emy  without  his  co-ope- 
fttion,  he  would  once  more  feel  himself  aggrieved ;  and 
therefore  advised  that  the  army  ^ould  be  advanced  to  a 
position  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Newport,  but  not  break 
gioimd  until  the  Count  should  be  in  readiness  to  act  In  con- 
cert with  diem.  Aldiough  it  was  extremely  desirable  to 
avoid  whatever  might  give  ofl&nce  to.  the  aUy  on  whose 
assistance  ao  much  depended,  yet  time  was  oonsidered  of 
so  much  inqportance  to  an  army  which  could  not  be  long 
kept  togedier,  that  this  advice  was  over-ruled,  and  it  was 
determbed  to  open  the  trenches,  and  commence  the  siege 
iomiediately* 

Afier  surmounting  the  obstacles  created  by  bad  weather, 
and  delay  in.  the  arrival  of  his  stores  and  artilleiy,  General 
Sullivan  moved  towards  the  lines,  and  encamped  within  two 
or  three  miles  of  the  town  of  Newport.  The  succeeding 
morning,  being  the  fifteenth  of  August,  the  siege  was  com* 
menced,  and  continued,  without  any  material  circumstance, 
ibr  several  days.  But  the  abandonment  of  D'Estaing  had 
placed  the  American  army  in  a  very  critical  situation,  be- 
cause reinforcements  might  now  be  thrown,  without  inters 
niption,  into  Newport,  and  not  only  defeat  the  enterprise, 
but  render  their  retreat  dangerous.  On  the  evemng  of  die 
nbeteenth,  their  anxieties  were  momentarily  relieved  by 
the  reappearance  of  the  fleet 

The  French  admiral,  however,  immediately  crushed  the 
flattering  hopes  of  die  army,  by  communicating  to  General 
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Suffivftn  Us  intentioD,  in  pursuance  of  orders  from  die  Idi^y 
end  with  tbe  advice  of  all  his  officers,  of  taking  the  fleet  to 
Boston  to  refit.    Success  without  the  aid  of  the  fleet,  could 
not  be  hoped  fcnr;  and  the  Americans  had  counted,  fdth 
almost  absolute  certainty,  on  a  brilliant  tennination  of  the 
enterprise.    General    Sullivan,    reduced    almost  to  despair 
by  this  determination,  added  entreaties  to  remonstrances,  in 
wler  to  dissuade  D*Estaing  from  so  fatal  a  measure.    The 
Marquis  de  Lafayette  and  General  Greene  were  directed  to 
wait  on  him,  with  a  letter  from  General  Sullivan,  remon- 
strating against  the  resolution  he  had  formed,  and  to  exert 
their  uteost  endeavours  to  induce  him  to  change  it.    Tliey, 
accordingly/  besought  him  not  to  abandon  &e  interests  of 
the  common  cause ;  ibey  represented  to  him  the  importance 
to  France,  as  well  as  to  America,  of  the  enterprise  com* 
menced ;  they  urged  the  certainty  of  canrying  the  gairisony 
if  he  would  only  co-operate  with  them  for  htfo  dayn;  that  it 
could  not  be  relinquished  in  its  present  Mage  without  cast- 
ing shame  and  reproach  on  the  French  and  American  arms, 
because  the  latter,  confiding  in  the  promised  co-operation  of 
the  French  fleet,  had  undertaken  it  urith  alacrity,  and  made 
incredible  exertions  to  provide  the  requisite  stores;  that  to 
be  deserted  m  so  critical  a  moment  would  have  a  very  pei^ 
nicious  influence  on  the  minds  of  the  American  people,  and 
aiSbrd  a  triumph  to  the  disaffected,  who  would  not  fail  to 
exclaim    against*    French    faiths    and    animadvert    on   die 
finiit  of  such  an  alliance.  •  They  also  urged  the  danger  of 
canying  the  fleet,  in  its  present  shattered  condition,  through 
the  difficult  navigation  over  the  sfaoala  of  Nantucket;  that 
it  could  be  repaired  more  conveniently  at  Newport  than  at 
Boston;    and  that  its    present  station  affi»rded  advantages 
over  the  harbour   of   Boston   for   distressing    the  enemy. 
I>1nally,  they  entreated  the  admiral,  if  any  personal  indis- 
cretions had  appeared  in  conducting  the  expedition,  not  to 
pennit  them,  to  operate  to  the  prejudice  of  the  common 
cause*    AJl  was  fruitless.    The  Count  continued  immove^ 
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aUe  in  tba  determinalioa  he   btd   fcrmed,  tod,  on  Ai 
tweoty-second  of  Augiuty  Bet  8ail  for  Bo0toD, 

It  was  the  opmkm  of  Greene  and  Lafayedei  that  die 
principal  offioen  on  board  the  fleet  were  the  enemiee  of 
D'Estaing,  wfaoi,  as  a  faindmffn,  was  ui^popular  among  them 
as  oomraaQdant  in  the  luny*  They  tberefiofe  deterauned 
to  thwart  his  measurestand  prevent  bis  aehievinf;  any  bd^ 
liant  expbit  that  mi^  sedpund  to  his  rqNitati<Hi«  Hence^ 
being  unable,  according  to  his  iostnictionSi  to  act  in  o^poat 
tion  10  thw  unanimous  opbion,  he  sailed  from  the  islaadi 
idthou^  he  would  not  otherwise  have  pt^obaUy  reiAained 
deaf  to  the  arguments,  and  inexiorable  to  the  aolioitatiooi^ 
of  the  commissioQers. 

When  Greene  and  Lafayette  retomed  to  die  army,  uni^ 
▼enni  bdi^tion  and  dismay  were  ezcked ;  and  the  desert 
lion  of  the  French  made  a  violent  impressoo,  and  creamd 
loud  clamours,  tbrou^^iout  America.  SuKvan,  chi^ined 
beyond  measure,  made  yet  another  tfShit  to  retab  the  fleets 
by  despatching  Lieutenant-cokmel  Laurens,  in  a  swift 
privateer,  to  overtake  the  fleet,  and  deliver  a  letter  10 
D'Estabg,  remonstratbg  against  his  withdrawing  from  the 
enterprise,  and  pressing  him,  in  any  event,  to  leave  Us  land 
forces.  He  mn  also  cfaaiged  with  a  protest,  signed  by  al 
the  general  officers  of  the  American  army  in  Rbode4slaBd^ 
except  the  Marquis  De  Lafayetto,  r^nonstradng  agamst  his 
departure  in  terms  of  great  earnestness.  D'EIstaing  was  mudi 
displeased  with  die  protest,  and  eoiitinoed  his  voyage  to 
Boston. 

Sullivan  now  saw  the  fair  pioepect  of  acquiring  distioo* 
don,  and  of  rendering  service  t^  his  country,  escape  frooi 
h*is  fftapi  by  the  desertion  of  hb  allies.  The  miHtia,  who 
widi  80  much  zeal  had  hastened  to  join  him,  afanost  entire^ 
4irf>andedj  and  the  number  of  his  army  was  rednood,  io  • 
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iborttiine^fromneariy  ten  tbousand  men  to  about  balfthat 
niunberi  while  the  force  of  the  enemy  consisted  of  six 
thousand  veterans.  It  was,  therefore,  determined  to  raise 
Ibe  siege  of  Newport,  and  to  retire,  to  the  north  end  of  the 
island,  there  to  wait  for  events.  He  was  tbus  anxious  to 
bold  tbe  ground  which  be  bad  gained,  in  the  hope  that 
D'Estaing  might  yet  return  in  time  to  accomplish  the  object 
i^  tbe  expedition.  To  endeavour  to  prevail  on  him  to  adopt 
dus  course^  Generals  Hancock  and  Lafkyette  set  out  for 
Boeton  |— ^tbe  former  to  expedite  the  repairs  of  the  vessel, 
and  tbe  ktter  to  use  tbe  idkience  which  his  high  rank  and 
diaraoter  gave  him  with  tbe  admiral. — ^Tbe  camp  before 
Newport  was  broken  up  in  great  silence,  in  the  night,  and 
tbe  army  redred  unobserved  towards  the  works  on  the  north 
end  of  tbe  island.  Early  on  the  morning  of  the  twenty-* 
lusth,  tbe  retreat  was  discovered  by  the  enemy,  who  im- 
mediately followed  in  two  columns.  A  very  warm  action 
msiied,  lit  which  the  English  were  repulsed  with  admirable 
resolutioD.  Tbe  next  day  a  cannonade  was  kept  up  by 
both  parties,  bat  neither  thought  proper  to  attack  the  other : 
the  British  w^e  waiting  for  the  reinforcements  expected 
from  New-York,  and  SuUivaa  bad  determined  to  withdraw 
bis  troops  from  the  island.  The  American  general,  having 
received  certain  information  that  a  la^e  body  of  tro(^  had 
sailed  from  New-York  for  the  relief  of  Newport,  crossed 
pma  bis  whole  army  to  the  main  land,  on  tbe  night  of  the 
Airtieth,  without  havmg  created  in  the  enemy,  such  were 
the  judicious  measures  which  he  had  taken,  tbe  slightest 
suspicioii  that  be  bad  oontemfdated  the  movement  wbTch 
was  now  completed. — ^Never  was  there  a  more  fortunate 
retreat.  The  next  day.  Sir  Henry  Clinton  arrived  with  his 
femforeements,  and  with  ships  c^  war,  which  woiild  probably 
have  entirely  cut  off  the  retreat  to  tbe  contment. 

During  this  time  the  Marquis  De  Ldayette  was  in  Boston, 
endeavouring  to  conciliate  the  French  admiral,  and  secure 
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4w  retomtif  his  fleet  as  soon  iu  ksfaodki  be  lepamd ;  but, 
by  great  personal  exertions,  be  ris)biiied  die  army  just  in 
time  to  bare  the  charge  of  the  rear  guard,  and  to  view  the 
imfiHlnnate  issne  of  an  expedilioD,  underlaken  not  only 
uriA  the  faireat  prospect  of  mcoeaa,  but  which  had  been 
carried  to  the  very  thrediold  of  a  brilliant  termiilatioii. 
The  rapidity  with  which  he  travelled  to  the  scene  of  danger 
«5  soon  as  he  learned  the 'retrograde  movements  of  SuBitan, 
and  the  skill  and  bravery  which  he  displayed  in  cov0ring  the 
retreat  without  the  loss  of  a  sm^e  man,  elicited  the  appro- 
bation'of  Congr^,  who,  on  the  nmth  of  September,  1778| 
adopted  the  fiaUowing  resolution  ^— 

*^  Resolved^  That  Mr.  President  be  requested  lo  iofenn 
die  Marquis  De  Lafayette,  that  Congress  have  a  due  sense 
of  the  sacrifice  he  made  of  hb  personal  feelbgs  m  under* 
taking  a  journey  to  Boston,  with  a  view  of  promotmg  the 
interest  of  these  States,  at  a  time  when  an  occasion  was 
daily  expected  of  his  acquiring  gl(»y  in  the  field,  and.tbn 
Ha  gallantry  in  gcmig  on  Rhode  Idand,  wben  the  greatest 
fiert  of  the  army  had  retreated,  and  his  good  conduct  in 
bringing  off  die  pickets  and  outHsentinels,  deserve  their 
particular  approbation.'' 

•  Mr.  Laurens,  the  then  president^  Congress,  transmitted 
thb  flatterii^  testimonial  to  La&yette^  with  the  fiiDowing 
<emariE8>*» 


PhUaddpUa,  Sq^t.  13, 1778* 

I  expeiiienee  a  high  degree  of  satisfaction  in  fulfilling  the 
instructions  embraced  in  the  encfesed  act  of  Congress,  of 
die  ninth  instant,  which  expresses  the  sentiments  of  die  re- 
IMcesematives  of  the  United  States  of  America,  rehrtive  to 
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your  exodknt  tondoct  duiiif  the  eoqpeditida  Meeodf  im* 
4fflrtik^  fipiii|^  Rhffdft  1*^"^- 

lUmive,  Sir,  thb  tmimoniil  od  die  ptrt  of  Conpeai^  as  t 
ti3»at8  of  lespeet  and  fgnAmi%  aSand  «>  70a  by  a  ttw 
paope* 

I  have  ibe  boDOur  to  bayWidiVeiy'graat  rofMct  and  aa^ 

HaioDr  Lumsira. 


To  this  wellHnerited  commumcation.  General  La&yetta 
refiied  u  fe&ms  >-*- 


CoMp,  5^*  3S»  177B. 

Soi, 

I  ImTe  jiut  received  the  letter  of  die  tfaiiteeoth  m 
widi  which  joa  have  firvoured  me,  imd  in  urinch  you  com* 
mimicate  the  hooour  that  Congreas  has  been  pleased  to  -con- 
fer by  the  adoption  of  its  flattering  leeoiution.  Whatever 
sentiments  of  pride  may  be  reasonably  excited  by  sadi  marks 
of  approbatian,  I  am  not  die  less  seoAle  of  Ae  fediags  of 
gratitnde,  nor  of  -die  sa^s&cdon  of  believifig  diat  my  efibrts 
have,  m  some  measore,  been  considered  as  usefiii  to  a  oanK^ 
in  which  my  heart  is  so  deq>ly  mterested;  Have  the  good* 
ness,  Sir,  to  present  to  Congress  my  mife^ned  and  humUa 
dianks,  springing ,  from  d^  bMom  of  my  heart,  and  accom- 
panied with  the  assurances  of  my  sincere  and  perfect  at- 
tachment, as  the  only  homage  worthy  of  bemg  ofiered  to  ik$ 
representatives  of  a  free  people. 


From  die  OMNMBtdMiti  first  heard  the  name  of  Amerka^ 
I  loved  her ;  fiom  the  nMNDent  diat  Ileamed  her  ain^;glaa 
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fer  ISbntf,  I  was  inflated  vith  tbe  dedrc  of  fihcdcUog  roBf 
Uood  in  her  causej-Hind  the  m^iveBts  that  mafr  be  exr 
peoded  ia  her  service,  whenever  the;^  may  octur,  or  ib 
whateirer  part  of  the  world  I  may  be,.Bhafl  be  ccMuadered  as 
Ae  happiest  of  my  existence*  I  fed  more  ardently  tbaa 
ever,  die  deaire  of  deserving  th^  obliging  sentiments  with 
iriiicb  I  un  henoiured  by  the  United  StaiBs,  and  by  their  ro» 
presratativee ;  and  die  flattering  confidence  which  they  have 
been  pleas^  to  repose  in  me,  has  filled  my  heaJ-t  with  the 
lii?(efiest  gradtude,  and  most  iasdng  afEbcdon. 

The  deacrden  of  Count  D'Estaiiftg,  at  the  moment  wh<» 
Newport  was  about  to  fall  imo  the  power  of  the  oombioed 
aamies,  gready  irritated  die  minds  of  the  American  commur 
oity,  and  many  began  to  entertain  a  loathing  towards  allies 
who  seemed  to  finrget  iJl  interests  except  their  own.  Qeiier 
lal  Sttllivani  goaded  by  chagrin  and  diaappointmefit,  of  « 
famperament  somewhat  wam»  and  under  the  influence  of  t 
daq>  and  juM  sense  of  injury,  manifested  the  state  of  his 
fcelings  in  the  general  orders  issued  on  die  twenty-eighth  of 
August  **  While,"  he  remarked,  ^  the  General  wishes  them* 
(the  army)  to  phoe  a  proper  confidence  in  him  as  their 
commander^-dhiei^  whose  humness  it  is  to  attend  to  d!ieir 
nfetf,  be  yet  hopes  die  event  will  prove  America  able  to 
{irocufe  that  by  her  own  arms,  wtueh  her  allies  refuse  to  a»- 
aist  m  obtaining.'*  These  expresabns  being  understood  t» 
kapttte  to  die  Frendh  nadon  an  indiqpoaidon  to  promote 
'die  interests  of  the  United  States,  wounded  the  feelings  of 
the  French  officers,  aiid  added  in  no  small  d^ree  to  the  r»- 
nentments  of  die  moment  The  Count  D'Estaing  addressed 
n  oommunicatbn  to  Congress,  in  which  his  chagrin  and  nT»- 
tation  were  but  ill  concealed,  and  m  which  he  endeavoured 
to  justify  his  conduct 

The  disooDlent  in  New-En^and  generally,  bat  paarticn^ 
larly  m  Boston,  where  die  andqpendent  ^ooqMBiies  and  Uk 
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Ktta  had  returned  in  excesnve  iK-humoiir,  was  iso  great  as  19 
inspire  fears  that  even  the  means  of  repairing  the  French 
•hips  would  be  unattainable;  and  it  was,  in  some  degree, 
ID  guard  against  the  mischief  to  be  apprehend^  from  the 
prevalence  of  such  a  temper,  that  Generals  Lafayette  and 
Hancock  had  repaired  from  camp  lb  Boston.  Congress, 
together  with  Wadiington,  and  every  thbkmg  man  in  die 
community,  foresaw  the  frital  ccmsequences  that  would  ensue 
from  an  irl^parable  breach  with  their  new  ally,  and  took 
the  most  judicious  and  persevering  meaisures  to  allay  die 
ferm^it  and  restore  ccHifidence  and  harmony.  That  body 
directed  General  Washingtcm  to  make  every  elR>rt  in  his 
power  to  prevent  the  unwise  protest  of  the  officers  of  Sulli* 
▼ao's  army  from  being  made  public,  and  General  Greene, 
by  his  timely  personal  interference,  arrested  the  despatches 
when  on  the  point  of  being  publicly  submitted  by  the  speaker 
to  the  assembly  of  Rhode  Island,  which  General  Sullivan 
had  addressed  to  the  Governor  of  that  state,  in  the  first  mo-' 
ments  of  vexatbn  and  disappointment,  and  idbich  complained 
bkterly  of  the  conduct  of  D'Estaing,  in  terms  "^calculated  to 
'increase  the  general  discontent. 

The  Marquis  de  Lafayette  experienced  extreme  anguidii 
which  he  communicated  to  Washington,  at  the  injuries  he 
supposed  to  be  offered  to  his  country,  by  the  expresskms  of 
resentment  which  fell  from  the  officers  of  the  American  armyr 
But,  in  the  expression  of  these  feelings,  wtule  he  showed  his 
great  sensibility  wherever  France  was  concerned,  he  also 
iiianifested  the  most  unlimited  attachment  to  the  com* 
Biander-b-chief.  Washington  laboured  indefatigably  to  pre- 
vent the  evib  to  be  apprehended  from  the  prejudices  and 
resentments  arising  from  the  conduct  of  D'E^aing;  and 
particularly  exerted  himself  to  calm  the  growing  snimosifiea 
found  among  the  French  and  American  officers.  ''I  have 
pot  now  time,"  he  remarked  in  a  letter  to  General  Greene^ 
(<  td  take  notice  of  the  several  arguments  which  were  mado 
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wa  tx(^  £ar  and  against  the  Coont's  quitting  the  haitxiuf  of 
Newport  and  sailing  fi>r  Boston.  Right  or  wrong,  it  wiH 
fnobablj  disappoint  our  sanguine  expectation  of  success; 
and)  which  I  deem  a  still  worse  consequence,  I  fear  it  wffl 
mw  the  seeds  of  dissourion  and  distrust  between  us  and  our 
new  allies,  unless  the  most  prudent  measures  be  taken  to 
suppress  the  feuds  and  jealousies  that  have  already  arisen. 
I  depend  much  on  your  temper  and  inlHuence  to  concifiate 
that  animosi^,  which,  I  plainly  perceive  by  a  letter  from  the 
Marquis,  subsists  between  llie  American  and  French  offieers 
in  our  service.  This,  you  may  be  assured,  will  extend  itsdf 
ft)  the  Count,  and  the  officers  and  men  of  his  whole  fleet, 
should  they  return  to  Rhode  Island,  unless  a  reconciliation 
diall  have  taken  place.  The  Marquis  speaks  kindly  of  t 
letter  froni  you  to  him  on  this  sdbjeeC  He  wiD,  therefore,' 
take  any  advice  from  you  m  a  friendly  way ;  and  if  be  can 
be  ..padfied,  the  other  French  gendemen  wiB  of  course  be  ^ 
fati^ed,  since  diey  k)ok  up  to  him  as  their  head.  The 
Marquis  grounds  his  complaint  on  a  general  order  of  the 
twenty-lburth  of  August,  and  upon  the  universal  damonr 
that  prevailed  against  the  French  nation." 

But  notwithstanding  the  concDialoiy  measures  adopted 
by  the  authorities  of  America,  as  well  as  by  Count  D'Estaing 
himself,  the  tide  of  popular  'feeling  could  not  be  entirely 
restrained.  The  conduct  of  the  French  officers,  and  even 
of  the  common  saikrs,  at  Boston,  was  truly  exemphuy. 
But  this  extreme  circumspection  did  not  prevent  the  occupy 
rence,  on  the  thirteenth  of  September,  of  a  violent  aifiiy 
between  some  Americans  and  die  French,  which  resuked  in 
the  death  of  the  Chevalier  de  Saint  Sauvieur.  The  selee^ 
men  of  the  town,  to  allay  the  resentment  of  the  French, 
showed  themselves  very  solicitous  to  punish  the  odendeiii 
and  declared  that  the  tumult  was  fomented  by  Englidi  sa»» 
lors  who  had  been  made  prisoners,  and  deserters  from  the 
wmy  of  Burgoyne.    Tranquillity  was  restored;  the  Cknm 
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D'EfiteiBg  made  no  further  inqtiify  into  tbe  tfiir }  no  i 
der  was  discovered;  and  tbe  govemment  of  MasMchuacm 
decreed  a  moDume&t  to  be  erected  to  Saint  Stuveur.'— The 
Bight  of  tbe  sixth  of  the  same  month  had  wiuiesaed  a  scom 
Ur  inore  serious,  at  Charleston,  South  Carolina,  between 
tbe  French  and  American  sailors.    It  terminated  in  a  formal 
batde.    The  French  were  driven  out  of  the  city,  and  forced 
to  take  refuge  on  board  thw  ships,  from  which  ibqr  fired 
widi  artillery  and  musketry  against  the  town.    Tbe  Ameri- 
dms,  on  their  part,  fired  upon  the  French  vessels,  from  the 
•djoinffig  wharves  and  stores.    Many  lives  were  lost  on  both 
sides.    A  reward  of  &  thousand  pounds  sterling  was  oflbred 
lo  whoever  should  discover  tbe  authors  of  the  tumuh,  b«t 
without  effect. — ^Thua  ended  the  riots  of  Boston  and  of 
Charleston,  which  were  attributed,  if  not  with  frulb,  at  least 
with  prudence,  to  British  artifice  and  instigation.    Nothing 
eau  more  cleaarly  demonstrate  die  instability  of  public  opi* 
viM  tfann  the  occurrence  of  these  disgraceful  scenes.    A  few 
weeks  before,  tbe  whole  continent  resounded  with  prwses 
and  gratitude  to  the  kbg  of  France,  as  the  saviour  of  tbe 
liberties  of  America,  and  now,  by  the  ccMiduct,  wbedier  right 
or  wrong,  of  one  of  his  officers,  these  favourable  feelings 
were  instantaneously  oooverted  into  hatred  and  irriliation. 

At  lengdi,  provident  and  temperate  measures  triumphed, 
and  a  breach  uriudi  threatened  very  serious  consequences, 
was  entirely  made  up.  General  Greene  was  successfid  in 
exerting  hb  personal  influence  with  La&yette,  which  coidd 
be  done  more  with  the  freedom  and  famiiiari^  of  a  fifiend 
than  that  of  Washuigton,  altboi^  it  certainly  cKd  not  possess 
the  same  parental  weight.  Their  combbed  endeavours  were 
coowned  with  the  success  which  was  anticipated.  The 
Amehkaa  officers,  after  the  first  ebullition  of  passion,  were 
euafy  pacified ;  for  theirs  was  a  system  of  sacrifice  for  the 
*  goqd  of  the  country.* 

*  For  tcooontfl  of  th«  ezpeditioa  ftgamit  Rhode  Island,  Ac.  Ieo.  HdB 
ManfaaU'i  Wudungtoii,  vol.  iii,  oh.   9^— JonmaVi  CongroM,  yoL  4,  p. 
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The  ftthire  of  the  pkn  of  Congress  for  the  invarioo  of 
Ctnadty  to  he  ootiducted  by  the  Marquis  de  Lafayette,  did 
DOl  change  the  wishes  of  that  body,  and  after  the  commence- 
meat  of  hostilities  between  France  and  Great  Britain,  die 
enbfect  was  again  taken  up.  Towards  die  autumn  of  17Y9, 
and  about  the  time  that  Lafayette  obtained  permission  to 
return  to  France,  a  plan  was  completely  matured  for  k  conn 
bined  attack,  to  be  made  by  the  allied  f<»rces  of  France  and 
<he  Uniled  States,  on  all  the  British  dominions  on  the  con- 
tinent, and  on  the  adjacent  islands  of  Cape  Breton  and  New- 
feondland.  That  nobleman  was  directed  to  transmit  it  to 
Doctor  FrankMn,  the  minister  of  the  United  States  at  the 
court  of  VersailleB,  with  instructions  to  mduce,  if  possible, 
te  Fieneh  cabinet  to  accede  to  it  Great  reliance  was  also 
fdoced  on  die  influence  of  die  Marquis  widi  his  own  govern* 
nient  Accordingly,  this  tery  ext^nave  plan,  prepared  en- 
lirdy  in  the  cabbet,  without  c<MiauIting  a  single  militaiy  cha<* 
laeter,  was,  for  the  trst  time,  transmitted  to  General  Wash* 
ingloD,  in  October,  with  a  request  that  he  would  enclose  it  by 
die  Marquis  de  Lafayette,  accompanied  with  his  observations, 
lo  Doctor  Frankhn. 

Washington  was  immediately  and  forcibly  struck  with  the 
absolute  impracticabili^  of  executing  die  magnificent  plan 
abeady  deckled  on  by  Congress,  and  in  a  very  long  and  very 
aerious  letter  to  Congress,  apologized  for  not  obeying  their 
orders  in  delivering  the  plan,  ^th  his  observations  on  it,  to 
Lafayette.  He  entered  into  a  perfect  investigation  of  all 
its  parts,  and  demonstrated  the  mischiefs  and  dangers  with 
wfakh  it  was  replete.  Men  recede  slowly  from  favourite 
projects.  Hence  it  was  decided  that  eventual  measures,  at 
least,  ought  to  be  taken  for  the  expedition.    Besides  which,. 


378}— JohnKn's  Life  GrM&eyVoL  i,  p.  110— HB-^-Memoina  EDat.  fitt 
M,  de  La&yette,  p.  6, 7, 36, 38, 40^BotU*i  War  Indepeadence,  vol.  ii,  p 

10 


Digitized  by 


Google 


y 


1 


74  Bit TO&T  OF  THS 

Congress  pobablj  feh,  in  some  degree,  coouoitlsd  bj  the 
coDFersations  which  bad  beaa  held  on  the  subject  wkh  La* 
fayette,  and  the  miniater  of  France*  That  body,  th«:e* 
fore,  directed  General  Washington  to  write  to  the  ^lar^uia, 
who  had  now  departed  (or  France,  and  to  the  American 
minister  in  Paris,  relative  to  the  adoption  of  eventual  mes:^ 
sures,  in  case  an  armament  should  be  sent  from  France  to 
Quebec.  The  Commander-in-Chief,  however,  whose  ejec- 
tions to  the  proposed  plan  remained  in  full  force,  /eaolved 
not  to  open  a  correspondence  for  the  purpose  of  solicitiag 
the  concurrence  of  France  in  an  expedition  to  which  he  waa 
firmly  opposed.  Requesdng,  therefore,  a  perscmal  confer* 
rence,  he  laid  before  them  such  satisfactory  reasons  for  the 
opinions  which  he  had  adopted,  that  the  expedition  agwnat 
Canada  was  entirely  given  up. — Thus  was  General  Lafoy-* 
ette  relieved  from  the  necessity  of  urgbg  to  the  French  go 
vemment  the  adoption  of  a  plan,  which  promised  little  hopes 
of  success,  and  left  entirely  free  to  pursue  his  solidtationf  for 
aid  in  a  manner  better  adapted  to  promote  the  c^use  of  inde- 
pendence. 

In  the  month  of  January,  1779,  the  Marqub  de  Lafayette 
embarked  at  Boston,  on  a  voyage  to  France,  in  the  conti 
nental  frigate  Alliance.  Ambitious  of  fame  on  another  the- 
atre, and  andcipating  a  war  on  the  continent  of  Europef. 
he  was  desirous  of  tendering  his  services  to  his  king  and  his 
own  country.  But  another  principal  object  was  to  exert  his 
influence  in  favour  of  the  United  States  at  the  court  of  Ver- 
sailles. He  had  witnessed  and  felt  the  mordfymg  embaiw 
rassments  which  environed  the  active  promoters  of  the  re- 
volution, from  a  combination  of  causes,  which  could  be  best 
explained  m  personal  and  reiterated  interviews  with  those 
who  directed  the  policy  of  the  French  cabbet.  Some  fear, 
also,  was  entertained  that  unfavourable  results  might  proceed 
from  the  fracas  which  occurred  at  Rhode  Island,  and  the  con- 
sequent excesses  committed  in  Boston  and  Charleston.-— 
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GeDeral  Wadiingtoo,  fiom  motives  of  real  frieDdsbip,  as  well 
as  polhkdreasoinywasveiydeairoiisof  preservmg  Lafayette's 
coonexioD  with  the  armf,  and  of  strengdiemng  his  attaohment 
to  America*  He,  therefore,  in  the  fdlowing  letter  to  the  pre* 
sident  of  Congress,  expressed  his  wishes  that  Lafayette,  in* 
stead  of  resigning  his  conmiisBbn,  might  have  unlimited  leave 
of  abaenoe,  to  return  when  it  should  be  convenient  to  himself 
and  might  cany  with  him  every  mark  of  the  confidence  of  the 
(government.    . 


Head  Quarten^  October  6»  1778. 

Sa^ 

This  letter  will  be  presented  to  you  by  Major  General  La^ 
fiiyette.  The  generous  motives  whidi  formerly  induced 
fafan  to  cross  the  ocean,  and  serve  in  the  armies  of  the  United 
Stales,  are  known  to  Congress.  The  same  praise-worthy 
reasons  now  urge  him  to  return  to  hb  native  country, 
which,  under  existing  circumstances,  has  a  clahn  to  Us 
services. 

However  anxious  he  was  to  fulfil  the  duty  which  he  owes 
to  his  king  and  country,  that  powerfiil  consideration  could 
not  mduce  him  to  leave  this  continent,  while  the  fate  of  the 
campaign  remains  undecided.  He  is,  therefore,  determined 
to  remain  until  the  termination  of  the  present  campaign,  and 
takes  advantage  of  the  present  cessation  from  hostilities, 
to  communicate  his  designs  to  Congress,  so  that  the  neces- 
sary arrangements  may  be  made  at  a  convenient  season, 
while  he  is  at  hand,  if  occasion  should  ofiTer,  to  distinguish  him- 
self in  the  army. 

At  the  same  time,  the  Marquis,  being  desirous  of  preserving 
his  connexion  with  tffis  country,  and  hoping  that  he  may  enjoy 
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cppcNtuiUies  of  being  iMelbl  to  h,  ts  an  Amerm 

ioficits  kftTB  of  absenoe,  for  tbe  pivpoae  of  .eiBbracag  tbe 

views  which  have  been  already  suggested. 

The  paia  which  it  ooets  me  to  separate  fiom  anoffcer 
who  possesses  ail  the  military  fire  of  yoitdi)  with  a  rare  ma- 
tarity  of  judgment,  would  lead  me,  if  the  choice  depended  on 
my  wishes,  to  place  his  absence  on  the  foodng  which  he 
proposes.  I  shall  always  esteem  it  a  pleasure  to  be  able  to 
give  those  testimonials  of  his  services  to  which  they  are 
endded,  from  the  bravery  and  conduct  which  have  di&> 
tingukhed  him  on  every  occasion }  and  I  do  not  doubt  that 
Congress  will,  in  a  proper  manner,  express  how  sensibly 
they  appreciate  his  merits,  and  how  much  diey  regret  his  de- 
parture. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  kc. 

GXOBOC  WAtfHINeTOK. 


Some  time  after  this  flattering  communication,  the  Marquis 
addressed  a  noble  and  generous  letter  to  Congress  on  the  same 
subject  , 


PhUade^hia,  October  IS,  1778. 

Sir, 

However  attendve  I  ou^t  to  be  not  to  employ  the  pre- 
cious moments  of  Congress  in  the  consideration  of  private 
afiaire,  I  beg  leave,  with  that  confidence  which  naturally 
springs  from  affection  and  gratitude,  to  unfold  to  them  the 
circumstances  m  which  I  am,  at  present,  situated.  It  is  im- 
possible to  speak  more  appropriately  .of  the  sentiments 
which  attach  me  to  my  own  country,  dian  in  the  presence  of 
cidzens  who  have  done  so  much  for  their  own.      So  long 
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«s  I  hare  bad  the  power 'of  regulating  my  own  aeiioosy  it  has 
been  my  pride  and  pleasure  to  fight  beueath  the  banners  of 
America,  m  the  defence  of  a  causci  which  I  may  dare  more 
particularly  to  call  oiirv,  as  I  hare  shed  mj  blood  in  its 
support* 

Now,  Sir,  that  France  is  engaged  in  war,  I  am  urged  both 
by  du^  and  patriotism,  to  present  myself  before  my  sovereign 
to  know  in  what  manner  be  may  be  pleased  to  employ  my 
services*  The  most  pleasing  service  that  I  can  render,  will 
be  that  which  enables  me  to  serve  the  common  cause,  among 
those  whose  friendships  I  have  bad  the  happmess  to  obtain* 
.  and  in  whose  fortunes  I  participated,  when  your  prospects 
were  less  bright  than  they  now  are.  Tim  motive,  together 
with  others  which  Congress  will  properly  appreciate,  induce 
nae  to  request  pennissbn  to  return  to  my  own  country  m  the 
ensuing  winter. 

So  long  as  a  hope  remamed  of  an  active  campaign,  I 
never  indulged  the  idea  of  leavmg  the  army ;  but  the  pre- 
sent state  of  peace  and  maction  leads  me  to  prefer,  to  Con- 
gress, this  petiti(»i.  If  it  should  be  pleased  to  grant  my  re* 
quest,  the  arrangements  for  my  departure  shall  be  taken  in 
such  a  manner,  that  the  resuh  of  the  campaign  shall  be 
known  before  they  are  put  in  execution.  I  enelose  a  letter 
from  his  excellency,  Greneral  Wadiington,  consenting  to  the 
leave  of  absence  which  I  vnA  to  obtain.  I  flatter  myself 
that  you  will  consider  xne  as  a  soldier  on  leave  of  absence, 
ardendy  wishing  to  rejob  his  colours,  as  well  as  his  bebved 
comrades.  If,  when  I  return  to  the  midst  of  my  fellow 
citizens,  it  is  believed  that  I  can,  in  any  manner,  promote 
the  prosperity  of  America, — if  my  most  stifenuous  esertbns 
can  promise  any  useful  results,  I  trust.  Sir,  that  I  shall 
always  be  considered  as  the  man  who  has  the  prosperity  of 
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the  United  States  most  at  heart,  and  who  entertains  fi^r  tbeir 
representatives  the  most  perfect  love  and  esteem. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Sec 

Lafatbtte. 

Congress  acceded,  without  hesitation,  to  the  wishes  of  the 
Marquis.  They  knew  that  the  confidence  of  America  in  hhn 
was  well  placed,  and  that  he  would  use  all  his  influence,  at  die 
court  of  Versailles,  in  her  favour.  Never,  indeed,  did  a  fo- 
reigner, whose  primary  attachments  were  to  his  own  country, 
feel  more  anxious  solicitude  for  the  welfare  of  another,  than  * 
was  unceasingly  manifested  by  this  young  nobleman  for  the 
United  States. — On  the  twenty-first  of  October,  Congress,  in 
addition  to  the  leave  of  absence  which  had  been  required, 
adopted  the  most  flattering  resolutions : 

Resoloedy  That  die  Marquis  de  Lafayette,  Major-General 
b  the  service  of  die  United  States,  have  leave  to  go  to  France; 
and  that  he  return  at  such  time  as  shall  be  most  convenient 
to  him. 

Resolved,  That  the  president  write  a  letter  to  the  Marquib 
de  Lafayette,  returning  him  the  dianks  of  Congress  for  diat 
disinterested  zeal  which  led  him  to  America,  and  for  the  ser- 
vices he  hath  rendered  to  the  United  States,  by  the  exerdon 
of  his  courage  and  abilities  on  many  signal  occasions. 

Besohedf  That  the  minister  plempotentiary  of  the  United 
States  of  America  at  the  court  of  Versailles,  be  directed  to 
cause  an  elegant  sword,  with  proper  devices,  to  be  made  and 
presented,  in  the  name  of  the  United  States,  to  the  Marquis  de 
Lafayette. 

A  draught  of  a  letter  of  recommendation  to  his  most  Chris- 
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tiftn  majeMjr,  the  king  of  lYimoe,  b  dmar  of  Ldayette,  Ww 
«bo  reported  and  agreed  to. 

According  to  the  second  resolution,  these  honourable  evi- 
dences of  the  hi^  character  which  he  enjojred  m  the  esti' 
mation  of  the  American  community,  were  conveyed  to  the 
Marquis  with  the  foUowing  observationsi  by  the  president  cf 
Congress: 


FkUadOphia,  October  H  1778: 

Sa^ 

I  bad  die  honour  to  communicate  to  Congress,  your  letter 
ioiicitmg  leave  of  absence,  and  I  am  authorized  by  that 
body  to  express  to  you  its  thanks  fer  the  zeal  you  have 
shown  in  defence  of  the  just  cause  in  which  it  is  engaged, 
and  for  the  disinterested  services  you  have  rendered  to  the 
United  States  c^  America.— As  a  tesnraonial  of  thft  high 
esteem  and  afiection  which  the  people  of  these  States  en- 
tertain towards  you,  and  as  an  acknowledgment  of  the 
bravery  and  nulitaiy  talents  which  you  have  di^yed  on 
many  signal  occasions,  the  representatives  of  the  peo(de,  in 
Congress  assembled,  have  dir^ted  the  American  minister  at 
die  cQmX  of  Versailles,  to  present  you  widi  an  elegant 


Encbsed  you  will  find  an  act  of  Congress,  <^  the  twenty* 
first  instant,  authorizing  tiiese  declarations,  and  granting  you 
permission  to  return  to  France,  and  extending  the  leave  of 
absence  at  your  wilL 

I  pray  the  Ahnighty  to  bless  and  protect  you,  and  to  guide 
you  m  safeQr  to  the  presence  of  your  finends,  and  to  a  happy 
meeting  with  your  noble  family. 

1  have  the  honour  to  be,  file. 
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To  Hm  cooiiMMMlioo,  tbe  U§tqpk  do  Lafigretto  Mhio  Ad 
foUowiDg  reply: 


Phitade^Ma,  October  S6, 1778. 

Sib, 

I  have  received  your  exceOency-s  obliging  letter,  contam- 
log  tb^  fiOTara}  jraioliitinDs  which  Coogress  have  done  meitfao 
bcMiour  to  adopt,  and  the  leave  of  absence  which  it  has  beea 
pleased  to  grant :  nothing  can  afibrd  me  more  hapjuness  dMi 
die  belief  that  iiiy  services  have  obtained  its  approbation. 
The  gioritnts  marks  of  con6dence  and  satisfacdon  wfaioii  I 
have  raceived,  at  difierent  limes,  from  the  rqvesentatives  of 
America,  although  greater  than  my  meritSi  camiot  auipass  the 
feelings  of  gralitiide  which  they  have  oecasioiiedr  I  consider 
tfie  ooMe  preaent  which  has  been  made  to  me  in  the  name  of 
Ae  United  Stales,  as  a  most  flatterbg  honour,  and  my  moot 
ardent  denre  b  speedily  to  empby  diat  sword  in  their  service, 
against  the  common  enemy  of  my  country  and  of  its  iailUal 
and  bebred  allies. 

May  liberqr,  dbundanoe,  and  concord,  finr  ever  reign. m  die 
United  States :  this  is  the  ardent  wish  of  a  heart  overflowing 
with  unbounded  zeal,  love,  and  devotion,  for  this  cduntry,  and 
with  the  highest  respect  and  most  sinoere  a&ction  for  its  re* 
presentatives* 

Be  pleased,  Sir,  to  present  to  them  my  thanks,  and  ao» 
cept  for  yourself  the  assurance  of  my  respectful  attach- 
ment* 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

With  profound  veneration,  &c.  be. 

LlfATSTTB* 
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On  the  voyage  to  France,  General  Lafayette  was  exposed 

to  new  and  unexpected   dangers.     It  was  found   difficuh, 

in  Boston,   to  procure  the  complement  of  men  necessary 

for  the   frigate  Alliance,  the   national   vessel    appropriated 

to  convey  him  to  his  own   country:    hence   more   than 

half  the   crew  was  composed  of  English  sailors  who  had 

been  made  prisoners.     Eight  days  before  their  arrival  m  ' 

Europe,  a  conspiracy  was  formed  among  the  foreigners  on 

board,  the  execution  of  which  was  prevented  by  the  mertalt 

accident.     Mistaking  an  American  for  one  of  their  own 

countrymen,  the  English  conspirators  entrusted  him  widi  tbeir 

(Secret,  and  offered  him  the  command  of  the  vessel,  whieb) 

according  to  the  proclamation  of  the  king  of  Great  Bri* 

tain,  (containing  more  policy  than  morality,)  became  the  pro* 

perty  of  the  mutineers.    But  the  honest  American  rei^sal* 

ed  the  plot  to  the  officers  only  an  hour  prevbus  to  Ae 

time  appointed  for  their  general  niassacrel      During  das 

cooq^iracy  and  consequent  confusion,  llie  FVenth  and  Aioeii* 

can  sailors,  without  exception,  made  common  cause  against 

the  English. 

Thus  this  gallant  nobleman  returned  to  France,  tbe  leader 
of  armies,  the  counsellor  of  statesmen,  and  the  fri^d  of 
philosophers,  at  the  premature  age  of  tweOlyHwo  years. 
Tlie  court  and  the  people  alike  came  fomard  lo  receive  and 
welcome  the  young  hero,  who  had  reflected  such  credit  oa 
his  country ;  who  united  the  gay,  gallant,  feadeas  spitk  of 
ancient  chivalry,  to  the  modem  principlea  of  {rfubsofAucal 
liberty. 

During  this  viat  Doctor  IVanklm  preiAiiled  to  him  the  nwofd 
ordered  by  Congress  previous  to  his  departure  from  Ameab^ 
which  he  accompamed  with  die  foilowjng  letter ; 
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Pasijfy^ugust  U,  1779. 

Sib, 

The  Congress,  sensible  of  Jrour  merit  towards  the  United 
States,  but  unable  adequately  to  reward  itf  determined  to 
{resent  you  with  a  sword,  as  a  small  mark  of  their  grateful 
acknowledgmeDt.  They  directed  it  to  be  ornamented  witb 
•uilable  devices*  Some  of  the  principal  actions  of  the  war, 
in  which  you  distinguished  yourself  by  your  bravery  and  con- 
duct, are,  tberefiMre,  represented  upon  it.  These,  whh  a  few 
emUematic  figures,  all  admirably  well  executed,  make  its  prin- 
cipal value.  By  the  help  of  the  exqubite  artists  France  af* 
ibids,  I  find  it  easy  to  express  every  thing  but  the  sense  um 
hwe  of  yotff  vfortk  and  our  oUigaiions  to  you.  For  this, 
•figuras,  and  even  words,  are  found  insufficient. — ^I,  therefore, 
^y  add,  that,  witb  the  most  perfect  esteem  and  respect,  1 
teve  the  honour  to  be, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

B.  Franklin. 


This  fmori  was  presented  to  the  Marquis,  at  Havre,  by 
the  grandsoa  of  I>txW  Franklm.  On  the  four  sides  of  the 
edymtte  are  engraved  representations  of  the  batde  of  Mon- 
toouth,  of  die  aflUr  of  Gbucester  in  New-Jersey,  and  of 
Ifae  retreat  fifom  Barren  Hill,  and  fifom  Rbode-Island :  on 
one  side  of  the  handle,  the  Marquis  is  represented  as  wound- 
ing the  British  fion  ;  and  on  the  other  as  receiving  a  branch 
of  laurel  firom  Amefica,  under  the  form  of  a  female,  whose 
ciiains  are  broken.  The  pommel  is,  on  one  side,  ornamented 
with  the  arms  of  Lafayette,  and  on  the  other  with  an  emblem 
of  America,  represented  by  a  crescent  enlightening  a  half- 
eivilized  and  half-euMvated  country.  On  this  part  of  the 
sword  is  also  a  figure  of  Faroe  bearing  the  arms  of  France, 
and  a  representatioa  of  the  vessel  m  which  he  first  came 
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Id  Anwrict.    The  bow  of  die  hflt  bean  the  foUowiitg  bt- 
scriptioii: 

JPregenMbyCangresi  toM.kMargms  de  Lsifayette. 

The  a^eDt  zeal  diapkjred  by  him  m  lea  sofioitttioiis  to 
die  French  court  in  &7our  of  the  United  States,  merits  the 
wannest  gratitude  o(  eveiy  American  bo6om»  His  tempo* 
faiy  absence  did  not  in  the  slightest  degree  diminish  that 
pasMoate  ardour  fiir  the  promotion  of  American  indepen^ 
denoe,  wbicb  the  affibctionate  attentions  be  had  receired, 
the  oitfaustasm  of  a  soldier  in  the  cause  of  ibose  fi:>r  whom 
he  had  made  his  first  ^campaign,  and  by  whom  he  had  been 
UgUy  distinguished,  ^ombmed  widi  a  conaciousoess  that 
he  was  substantially  pcoraeting  the  permanent  interests  of 
France,  were  aU  so  weU  calculated  to  inspire  in  a  youqg  and 
Ijenerous  mind,  in  favour  of  an  infant  people^  struggling  for 
Gberty  and  self  government,  with  the  hereditary  rival  of  his 
government.  Being  received  at  Versailles  with  every  mark 
ti  Astinction  and  fiivour,  he  employed  all  the  interest  he  )uid 
acquired  in  impressmg  on  the  cabinet,  the  importance  and  po- 
ficy  of  granting  succours  to  the  United  Stales^  His  success 
Was  equal  to  die  noble  modves  byj^ch  be  vras  actuated* 
The  court,  governed  by  political  expediency,  endeavoured  to 
feed  the  fiame  which  consumed  the  str^gthof  Great  Britain; 
and  litde  dreamed  that  from  that  flame  a  spark  would  proceed, 
which  would  eventually  kindle  the  inflammable  mass  collected 
widiin  its  own  bosom.^ 

Without  any  regular  audiority  fix>m  Congress,  die  Miff^ 
qins,  taking  upon  himself  the  endre  responsibility  of  those 
measures,  employed  himself  assiduously  in  soliciting  assist- 
ance in  men,  money,  and  cktbing.  In  this  &vourite  ob* 
ject,  he  was  aided  by  the  representadons  of  the  minister  of 

*Xady  Mafgaali  ;FhuMse,  book  viii^Mvndi.  Waahiogtoo,  vol  ir.  sit  i» 
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France  ti  Philadelphia ;  and  the  sucootirs  which  he  paocnrod 
were  various  and  important.  He  prevailed  on  the  Freneb 
court  to  embark  heartily  in  the  cause,  and  obtained  from  it 
a  promise  to  deqratch  a  formidable  fleet  and  atmy  to  the 
ports  of  the  United  States.  An  extract  finom  a  letter  writtea 
on  the  fifth  of  March,  1780,  faj  Dr.  Franklin  to  General 
Wasfaingtoui  will  serve  to  show  the  esdmatioa  in  which  he 
was  held  by  that  sagacious  pfanloscqiher  and  statesman :  ^I 
received  but  lately  the  letter  your  exceUeM^  did  me  die 
honour  of  writing  to  me,  in  recommendation  of  the  liar* 
qub  de  Lafayette.  His  modesty  detained  it  long  in  his  own 
hands.  We  became  acquabted,  however,  fixxn  the  time  of 
his  arrival  b  Paris ;  and  his  zeal  for  the  honour  of  our 
country,  Us  activity  in  our  aAirs  here,  and  hb  firm  attach- 
ment to  our  cause  and  to  you,  impressed  me  with  the  same 
regard  and  esteem  for  him  that  your  exceUewqr's  letter 
would  have  done,  bad  it  immediately  been  deUvend  to 


Having  succeeded  fa  hb  primary  obj^t,  and  finding  no 
probability  of  active  empbyment  on  the  eontioeitt  of  Eki- 
rope,  Liafayette  renounced  the  continued  trtumfA  affi>rded 
him  by  the  universal  homage  and  admtratioB  of  his  country* 
men,  and  once  again  crossed  the  ocean  to  resume  his  career 
of  glory.  In  the  latter  part  of  April,  178d,  he  arrived  al 
Boston  b  the  royal  frigate  Hermione,  CapCab  Le  Toucbe. 
He  day  of  his  landbg  was  one  of  public  rejoicbg.  The 
inhabitants  flocked  to  the  shore  to  receive  their  generous 
defender,  and  he  was  conducted,  amid  the  roar  of  cannon, 
the  rin^g  of  bells,  and  the  enlivenbg  strains  of  militaiy 
music,  to  the  house  which  the  municipal  authorities  had 
prepared  for  his  accommodation.  The  day  was  concluded 
by  a  brilliant  display  of  fire-works  b  the  public  places.  He 
escaped,  as  soon  as  possible,  from  the  scenes  of  festivity 
and  the  manifestations  of  public  joy,  which  this  cheering  b« 
teUigence  had  occanoned,  and  hastened  to  bead  ^paitei% 
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^ibere  he  airired  on  the  twelfth  of  May.  He  was  received 
with  €pm  annsi  by  General  Washingtcm,  whose  heart  needed 
some  such  b^kn,  for  the  affiirs  of  America  were  not  then  in 
a  prosperous  train.  The  joyfol  news  brought  by  this  iUustri^ 
0118  friend,  baoyed  up  the  spirit  of  the  father  of  America.  He 
brought  with  him  the  welcome  tidings,  that  large  reinforce- 
ments were  immediately  to  be  forwarded  to  the  French  army 
and  navy.  He  announced  that  the  troops  were  abeady  em- 
barked, and  the  ships  that  boie  them  on  the  point  of  sailing  for 
America. 

Congress  recdved  die  noble  Marquis  with  those  marks  of 
distinction  and  regard,  to  which  his  constant  and  indefatigable 
seal  in  the  supportof  dieir  cause,  as  well  as  this  last  signal  ser- 
vkej  gave  him  such  just  pretensbns*  Having  oftred  his  aer* 
mes  to  that  body  oa  the  thirteenth  of  May,  the  foUowipgreso- 
InlioD  was  immediately  adopted : 

^  Re$6btd^  That  Ckmgress  conader  the  return  of  the 
Marquis  de  Lafayette  to  America,  to  resume  his  command, 
es  a  fresh  proofed  the  disinterested  zeal  and  persevering  at* 
lachment  irinch  have  jusdy  recommended  him  to  the  public 
confidence  and  applause ;  and  that  they  receive  with  pleasure 
a  tender  of  the  fimher  services  of  to  gallant  and  meritorious 
w  officer.**  ' 

The  intefligenee  brought  by  bim,  gave  a  new  Impulse  both 
to  Coi^ress  and  the  state  legislatures  \  and  the  lethargic  slum* 
ber  m  whidi  they  seemed  to  be  sinking,  yielded  to  resolu* 
tions  of  the  most  vigorous  complexion.  His  very  return 
was  grateful  to  the  American  people,  and  especially  re* 
doubled  the  ardour  of  the  soldiers,  who  mutually  incited 
each  odier  to  show  themselves  worthy  of  the  allies  they  ex- 
pected* They  declared  aloud  diat  eternal  reproach  would 
be  their  portioi^,  if,  throi^  a  base  and  unmanly  apathy, 
Ifaev  abodd  lose  the  gbrious  occasion  now  offered  to  them 
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by  this  powerful  co-operatioo  of  France.  The  Coogresi^ 
and  all  the  established  aathcN-hiesy  as  well  as  influential  prr*^ 
vatB  citizens,  neglected  no  naeans  that  could  cherish  and 
propagate  this  new  enthiisiasin  ^  and  their  ejK>rts  had,  in 
some  measure,  the  desired  effect.  Thus  the  arrival  of  hgr 
fayette  was  the  signal  of  restoring  confidence,  of  arousing  the 
flagging  spirit  o(  the  nation,  and  of  reviving  the  authori^,  and 
giving  fresh  vigour  to  the  measures  of  Congress.*  About  the 
middle  of  June,  the  Count  de  Rochambeau  arrived  at  Rhode 
Island  from  Brest,  with  between  five  and  six  thousand  select 
troops,  and  the  Chevalier  de  Tomay  with  seven  ships  of  the 
fine,  and  several  frigates^ 

Soon  after  the  return  of  General  Lafayette,  he  was  ap» 
pointed  to  command  the  van  of  Washington's  army.  His 
divisioD  was  selected  horn  the  dififerent  corps  :  the  fiiist 
brigade  was  commanded  by  General.  Hand,  with  Colonels 
Van  Courdandt,  Ogden,  and  Stewart ; — ^the  second  by 
General  Poor,  with  Colonels  Shepherd,  Swill,  and  Gimat. 
There  was  also  a  troop  of  horse  attached  to  it,  commanded 
by  Colonel  Henry  Lee,  as  welt  as  a  maJDrV  command  of  ar* 
tiOery.  Of  all  these  oScers  then  animated  with  the 
prospect  of  glory,  and  glittering  in  martial  pomp,  .it  is 
believed  that  all  have  descended  to  the  tomb,  but  Generals 
Lafayette  and  Van  Courdandt.f  In  1780,  the  Marquis  de 
Chastellux,  during  his  travels  in  America,  visited  the  camp 
of  Lafayette,  in  New-Jersey,  which  be  found  placed  in  an 
excellent  posidoo.    It  occupied  two  heights  separated  by  a 

*  For  aeoooBtt  of  his  viait  to  Fhnoo  in  1779-1780,  vide  Mom.  HiM.  sot 
Lafityette^-^Toalangeon,  Hist,  de  Ftaace,  tome  i,  eppendiZ)  p.  97.— Lady 
Morgan's  France,  p.  316^Port  Folio,  vol  xix,  p.  501, 2.— Botta's  War  In- 
depend,  vol.  iii,p.  194.— Hist.  France,  vol.  iii,  p.  211^-Marsh.  lofe  Wash- 
ington, vol.  iii,  531 :  iv.  237.— Thacher's  Journal,  p.  533.— Journal  Con- 
gress, vol.  IT,  446 :  vi,  49. 

t  We  are,  howerar,  ignorant  as  it  respects  Cobael  Gim»t  an4  tbft  iBSr» 
Jor  oomTOtndwig  the  vtUlerj 
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bbmJI  bodom,  bat  with  an  ea^  communication  between 
tfaem.  The  river  Totowaw,  or  Second  River,  protected  its 
ligjht;  and  the  principal  part  of  the  front,  and  all  the  left 
flank,  to  a  great  distance,  were  covered  by  a  rivulet  flowing 
fiom  the  town  of  Paramus,  and  faffing  into  the  Totowaw. 
It  was  only  twenty  miles  distant  from  York  island.  This 
vanguard  consisted  of  light  infantry,  or  what  is  the  same 
tlmig,  of  a  corps  selected  from  the  army.  His  troops  made 
aa  excellent  appearance.  They  were  better  clothed  than 
die  rest  of  the  army ;  the  uniform  of  both  officers  and  sol- 
dien,  which  was  principelty  iumished  at  the  expense  of  the 
Mirquis,  had  a  neat  and  military  appearance,  and  each  sol<- 
dier  wore  a  helmet  made  of  hard  leather,  with  a  crest  of 
horsehair.  *  Tlie  officers  were  armed  with  espontooos,  and  the 
sdbftltems  with  fusils ;  die  former  were  provided  with  Aon 
and  fight  sabres,  brought  from  FVance,  and  presented  to 
Aem  by  Genera!  Lafayette.  Tim  select  corps,  be  fermed 
add  modulated,  according  to  hie  own  wishes,  and  infused 
among  them  a  spirit  of  pride  and  emulation.  They  were 
die  pride  of  his  heart  ;-^he  was  the  idol  of  their  devotion* 
Deserving  the  highest  confidence,  and  pronounced,  by  Euro* 
pean  veterans,  to  be  equal  to  any  corps  in  any  country,  they 
panted  for  some  signal  achievement,  wArthy  of  dieh*  own 
cbaracler,  and  worthy  of  the  name  of  their  illustrious  com* 
inaader.  His  dragoons  were  extremely  weH  mounted,  and 
did  not  Armk  fixxn  meetmg  those  of  Great  Britain,  over 
y^fbom  they  had  gained  several  advantages ;  but  they  had  never 
been  numerous  enough  to  form  a  solid  and  permanent  body. 
Tarlettm,  bdeed,  discovered  a  vast  diffisrence  between  Lee's 
dragoons,  and  a  surprised  party  of  ill  armed  infantry  and 
countrymen.  But  his  forte  was  in  the  lattor  species  of  war* 
Are :  a  forced  march,  a  surprise,  and  a  bloody  gazette,  are  the 
records  of  hu  glory.*  * 

When  the  first   divisbn  of  die  French  reinforcemenu 
ttrivad  in  July,  1780,  diey  found  the  American  force  unpre* 
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pared  for  Actite  and  offboflive  co^peratioiL  Tet  il  wm 
necessary  for  General  Wasbioglon  to  eommiHiiGaie  to  tk9 
Count  de  Rodiambeau,  the  sjatem  adopted  for  die  reaidue 
of  the  campaign.  The  advanced  stale  of  the  season  foriiid 
the  idea  of  waiting  (ot  new  levies,  to  execute  his  phin  againsi 
New-Tork.  Both  the  engagementa  of  Congress  and  the  in* 
terests  of  the  United  States,  determined  him  immediately  to 
forward  to  the  French  general  and  admiral;  definidve  propo* 
aalfl  of  co^peratiofii  and  pressed  on  all  sides  by  a  chain  of  di^ 
ficulties,  be  resohred  to  hazard  muck,  rather  than  forego  ihe 
advantage  to  be  derived  from  the  aid  afibrded  by  France* 
The  naval  superiority  of  the  French  being  ascertained,  the 
general  oudines  of  a  plan  for  attacking  New-york  were 
drawn  up,  in  which  the  fifih  of  August  was  named  as  the  day 
on  which  the  FVencb  troops  should  te-embark,  and  die  Ame- 
rican »my  aessemUe  at  Morrisania*  Thb  plan  was  committeil 
to  General  Lafoyette^  who  was  audwrixed  to  expieb  fulty  to 
Ae  Count  de  Rochambeau,  the  situation  of  the  American  anngrt 
and  the  views  of  the  eomraendef^in-riiief;  and  togomoreiato 
detail,  respectbg  die  enterprise  proposed,  and  others  whidi 
were  contemplated* 

The  arrival  of  Admiral  Greaves  at  New-Tork,  widi .  w^ 
ships  of  the  fine,  however,  entirely  reversed  the  superiority  at 
sea,  and  thu  change  of  circumstances,  of  course  prevented 
any  other  than  an  eventual  plan  for  the  campaign.  The 
practicahiE^  of  De  Toraay's  acquiring  the  naval  supenoniy 
now  depended  •  on  the  arrival  o(  the  second  division  of  hii 
squadron  from  Brest,  or  a  reinforcement  from  Count  De 
Guichen,  who  commanded  the  French  fleet  in  the  Weal 
Indies.  In  the  inean  time,  Sir  Heniy  Clinton  and  Admi-* 
ral  Arbudmot,  formed  a  pfam*  to  attack  the  French  fleet 
and  army  at  Netfport.  Arbuthnot  proceeded  to  Rhodfr 
Island  and  c^ised  off  the  harbour,  while  Clmton  embarked 
she  thousand  chosen  troops  for  the  purpose  of  attacking 
Newport  by  land.     But  dieir  designs  could  not  elude  tbn 
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penetralibQ  of  WadibgtDi).  As  h  was  impraetioable  to  reach 
Rhode  bknd  10  time  tounhethe  American  troops  with  tboie  of 
dieir  ally,  he  resoked  to  coUect  all  the  force  be  could  assemble, 
and  makii^  a  rapid  movement  to  New-York,  attack  that  place 
durbg  the  abseace  of  Sir  Henry  Clinton*  Rapidly  crossing 
the  North  River,  he  was  b  full  march  towards  King's  bridgie 
with  nearly  ten  thousand  men,  exclusive  of  militia,  when  tlie 
ffidden  return  of  Sir  Henry  Clioton,  who  had  abandoned  the 
eaqpeditioD  on  leaning  the  improved  state  of  the  fortifications 
on  Rhode  Island,  defeated  the  hopes  whioh  had  been  formed 
of  finding  New*»York  weakly  defended.  The  American 
army,  accordingly,  recrosaed  the  Hudson,,  and  took  post  near 
OrangelowiL . 

Intiriligence  was  now  recced  that  the  second  division  of 
the  fleet  designed  for  the  service  of  the  United  Slates,  had 
been  stopped  by  a  Britisb  squadron  which  conqfileteiy  block- 
aded the  port  of  Brest,  and  that  the  Count  de  Guidien',  i»* 
eiBad  of  coming  to  the  Amerioaa  coast,  had  sailed  for  £u« 
rope.  Admind  Rodney  abo  arrived,  in  September,  with  eleven 
al^s  of  the  line  and  four  fiigates.  This  reinforcement  com* 
pletely  disconcerted  all  the  plans  of  the  allies,  and  terminated 
t)ie  sanguine  hopes  wluch  had  been  formed  at  the  opening  of 
the  campaign. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  hostile  armies  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  New-York  continued  vigilantly  to  observe  each 
others  motions.  But  while  the  British  commander  ap- 
peared sunk  in  supineness,  he  meditated  a  deep  and  dark 
scheme,  whkh,  could  it  have  taken  effect  in  its  full  extent, 
would  probably  have  brought  the  war  to  a  conclusion,  and 
have  ^extinguidied,  for  a  time,  the  Independence  of  Ame- 
rica. General  Arnold  had  distinguished  himself  b  the  early 
attack  on  Quebec,  and  alti^ward  maintained  the  high  repu- 
tation which  he  had  acquhed  there  by  a  series  of  bold  and 
Mtejrprising  exertions.     Pkinged  by  his  profusion  into  pe« 
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cuDiMy  cUfltresseS)  be  endeavoured  to  extricate  himadf,  ojr 
engaging  in  speculatioDS  irfiich  proved  unfortunate,  and 
taking  a  diare  in  privateers  which  were  unsuccessful.  Pb&* 
sessing  neither  die  strength  of  principle,  nor  the  correctness 
of  judgment,  necessary  to  withstand  the  seductions  to  which 
his  high  station,  as  the  commander  of  Phihdelphia,  ex- 
posed him,  he  committed  gross  extortions  on  the  citizens, 
and  peculated  on  the  funds  of  the  continent  Brought  to 
a  court  martial,  at  the  instigation  of  the  executive  of  Penn* 
sjrhrania,  he  was  sentenced,  on  the  twenty-sixth  of  January, 
1779,  to  be  reprimanded  by  the  commander-in-chief.  This 
censure  alienated  bis  unprincipled  mind  from  the  United 
States  ;  entrusted  with  the  most  important  conaanand  of 
West  Point,  in  1780,  he  basely  permitted  his  pecuniary  em* 
barrassmeats,  or  resentmmits,  to  triumjrfi  over  his  fideU^, 
and  entered  mto  a  close  correspondence  with  the  enemies 
of  his  country. — ^Tfae  particulars  of  this  treacherous  at« 
tempt,  the  unfortunate  escape  of  Arnold,  and  the  capture  of 
Major  Andre,  are  well  known.  Maledictions  were  heaped 
Qpon  the  former,  and  praises  upon  those  who  had  arre^tted 
die  latter.  A  board  of  general  officers  was  convened  to  de- 
termine the  iate  of  the  gallant  and  unfortunate  Andre  : 
among  its  members,  bettdes  many  distinguished  American 
officers,  were  the  Marquis  de  Lafayette  and  Baroo  Steuben, 
and  they  were  called  upon  to  determme  m  which  character 
the  prisoner  was  to  be  considered,  and  to  wbat  punishment  he 
was  liable. 

To  the  feeling  and  generous  heart  of  Lafayette,  the  stem 
performance  of  this  distressing  duty  occasioned  many  severe 
pangs.  The  candour,  openness,  and  magnanimity  of  Andre, 
made  upon  his  mind  the  most  favourable  impressions;  but 
he  found  himself  compelled  to  unite  b  the  decision  which 
condemned  to  a  disgracefol  death,  a  youi^,  brave,  and  ae« 
.  eomplished  officer,  who  united  the  polish  of  a  court,  and  tfasi 
refinements  of  education,  to  the  heroism  oi  a  sokiier.    Hie 
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eoun-motia],  vnlh  the  deep  regret  that  was  excited  by  Ui 
frank  and  noble  demeanour,  determined  that  he  was  a  spy, 
and  ought  to  suffer  death.  The  graeral  oflScers  which  com*- 
posed  it,  lamented  the  sentence  which  the  usages  of  war 
compelled  them  to  pronounce ;  and  periiaps  on  no  occasion 
of  his  life,  did  Washington  obey  with  more  reluctance,  the 
stem  mandates  of  duty  and  of  policy.  The  sympathy  ex- 
dted  among  the  American  officers  by  his  fate,  was  as  uni- 
Tersal  as  is  unusual  on  such  occasions.  On  the  second  of 
October,  1780,  the  unhappy  victim  was  executed  at  Tappan* 
When  brought  to  the  Sooi  of  the  gibbet,  he  exclaimed,  ^'  And 
must  I  die  thus !"  He  was  answered,  that  it  could  not  be 
otherwise*  He  did  not  dissemble  his  proud  grief,  and  having 
past  a  few  moments  in  prayer,  he  pronounced  these  wordsi 
which  wore  his  last ;  ^  Bear  witness  that  I  die  as  a  brave 
man  ought  to  die."  Such  was  the  just,  but  mekaeboly  fitte 
of  a  youi^  man,  deserving,  in  so  many  respects,  a  better 
destray.  Andre  died  with  fortitude  and  d^ty,  his  last 
bosrs  soothed  widi  every  mark  of  attention  and  regard,  and 
his  execution  acoompaided  by  the  tears  of  the  very  judges 
who  pronounced  it.  Arnold  lived  '<a  recreant  uid  mosi 
d^enerale  traitor,"  branded  with  infamy,  the  kiathsoma 
eh^  of  seoro,  and  regarded  with  contempt  and  detesta^ 
tkm  by  the  hooouraUe,  the  generous,  and  the  brave,  who 
eooM  never  ibrget  that  he  was  a  s(»rdid  villain,  6r8t  die  shve 
of  his  rage,  then  purchased  with  gold,  and  finaUy  secured  from 
the  gallows  by  the  blood  of  one  of  the  roost  accomplished  offi- 
cers in  the  British  army. 

The  events  of  the  campaign  of  1780,  although  by  no 
means  adverse,  had  Asappobted  the  sanguine  expectatiooa 
irtaeh  attended  its  commencement.  But  although  unmarked 
by  any  memorable  event,  the  American  Creneral  had  suc- 
ceeded in  keeping  (be  enemy  shut  up  in  New-Yoric.  This 
sttMe  of  inactivi^  little  accorded  with  the  martial  spirit  and . 
desire  of  dbtinction,  which  ammated  the  Marquis  de  La* 
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6yette«  In  October,  1780,  wbea  Greeoe  wt3  appointecl 
Id  the  command  of  the  soutbera  department,  many  gallant 
apiriu  earnestly  solipiled  to  be  enroled  under  his  banners. 
Among  these  were  Coknel  John  Laurens,  literally  the 
*<  chevalier  $ans  peur  ei  tans  reprodit^^  Colond  Christo* 
pher  Greene,  the  hero  of  Red  Bank,  Doctor  M^Henry,  then 
aid  to  General  Washington,  Major  Lee,  the  celebrated  partisan, 
and  6nally,  Lafayette.  On  die  tendi  of  .November,  1780» 
tfa6  Marquis  addressed  the  fiJlowing  letter  to  General 
Greene  >*** 


Hr  ncAB  nuKND, 

As  soon  as  your  letter  from  headnpiarters  eame  to  band,  I 
hastened  to  make  an  answer  to  the  seiveral  articles  it  con* 
tamed,  and  was  greatly  disappointed  to  hear  you  were  gone 
befiire  it  could  reach  you.  For  my  friends,  my  dear  Sir,  I 
bave  no  difierent  feelings  from  those  which  I  experience  ibr 
myself.  I  therefore  feel  for  you  as  I  woidd  on  my  own  ao* 
count,  were  I  appointed  to  command  the  aouthem  army. 
You  will,  I  confess,  have  great  difficulties  to  struggle  with, 
&e  worst  of  them  all  will,  I  fear,  be  the  article  of  provisioiis. 
But,  on  the  other  hand,  defeats  are  expected  from  that  quar* 
ter.  It  was  yet  more  the  case  before  Fei^oson's  affiiir.* 
Could  it  have  been  ;Yoperly  agreeable  for  the  public  wel« 
fare,  I  wish  this  affiiir  had  been  po8^[>oned.  Indeed,  my 
friend,  if  I  feel  for  you  on  account  of  the  obstacles  which  you 
will  have  to  encounter,  I,  on  the  other  hand,  cannot  help  fore* 
seeing  a  great  deal  of  personal  gbry  which  you  are  enutled 
to  hope.  But  whatever  might  have  been  hereafter  the 
case ;  whatever  bad  chimces,  (and  in  our  profession  chaneo 
is  something,)  a  malignant  fortune  might  throw  in  your  way, 

*  Major  Fergruton  wm  defeated  by  a  body  of  mlHtia,  at  Kiiig^s  Moqb* 
tajB  on  the  tMrenUi  of  October.  Upwards  of  eight  hundred  Britiah  w«ra 
ande  priwDMe,  and  two  hundred  aod  twenty-fiTe  killed  or  wounded. 
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befiere  me,  my  dear  Sir,  my  friendahip  as  well  as  my  esteem 
fcr  you,  are  ibonded  upon  such  a  basts  as  cannot  be  shakes 
by  any  run  of  good  or  ill  luck,  which  nfHiy  subject  you  to  the 
praise  or  the  blame  of  common  opinions.  In  all  cases,  I 
am  heartily  willing  to  have  my  fate  united  to  yours  j  and  by 
this  junction  of  stars,  to  have  my  little  share  in  any  thingi 
good  or  bad,  that  may  happen  to  the  troops  under  your 
command. 

'  As  soon  as  we  enter  mto  winter  quarters,  I  shall  the  mof^ 
freely  ask  the  General  leave  to  join  you  ;  as,  by  that'  time, 
letters  (irom  France  will  have  convinced  us  that  my  pre* 
senee  at  hea^-quarters  is  not,  for  some  months,  usefol  to  his 
puipose  of  co-operation.  By  the  first  of  January,  at  fiir^ 
thest,  and  sooner,  I  hope,  I  intend  to  be  with  you,  and  to 
consecrate  to  the  counuy  I  early  kved,  under  a  General  I 
have  long  maiiced  out  as  my  friend,  the  effiirts  of  my  zeal, 
and  of  any  thing,  by  nature  or  acquisition,  I  may  be  worth 
in  the  military  service.  Hamilton  has  told  me  that  you  have 
conversed  with  him  on  the  manner  of  being  employed  dial 
you  thouf^t  most  agreeable  to  me.*  Though  by  my  temper 
and  principles,  I  am  bound  to  accept  of  any  thing,  and 
cheeiiiilly  to  act  upon  any  scale  diat  a  superior  officer  thfaiks 
fit  for  me,  I  cannot  help  acknovdedging  your  kindness,  and 
frankly  teU  you,  you  are  not  mistaken  in  believing  that  Ae 
command  of  a  flying  camp,  composed  of  the  horse  and 
fight  mfantiy  of  your  army,  will  better  please  me  than  the 
honourable,  but  less  active  command  of  a  wing.  As  I  am 
sure  that  my  friend  Lee  wiB  apply  for  being  attached  to  mei 
I  beg  leave  to  support  the  nootion  of  that  officer,  whom  a 
k>ve,  and  in  whom  I  greadjr  confide,  both  ((x  counsel  anci 
execution. 

*  Thii  lattor  wai  writtan  Vx  tiM  Mu^  in  Ei^Ul 
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la  e$Me  the  dispositions  of  Ae  enemy  make  you  widi  Aftt  I 
should  repair  to  sucb  or  such  any  particukr  jdace,  I  will,  on 
the  least  hint  from  you,  ask  leave  from  the  General  to  fly  there 
with  the  greatest  despatch. 

*  Latatette. 


On  the  twenty-ninth  of  December,  General  Greene  com- 
nanicated  to  the  Marquis  the  de[dorable  atoation  in  which 
he  was  placed,  and  the  little,  prospect  of  distinction  which 
existed  in  the  southern  department.  *'  It  is  now,**  he  said, 
^within  a  few  days  of  the  time  you  mentioned  of  heing  with 
roe.  Were  you  to  arrive,  you  would  find  a  few  ragged,  half 
starved  troops,  in  the  wilderness,  destitute  of  every  thing  ne«> 
oessaiy  (of  ieither  the  comfint  or  convenience  of  soMiers.'* 
^  Indeed,  my  dear  Sir,  the  department  is  m  a  roost  deplorable 
oooditioo,  nor  have  I  a  prospect  of  its  mending.  The  coun- 
try is  almost  laid  waste,  and  the  inhabitants  plunder  one  ano* 
tfaer  with  little  less  than  savage  fury.  We  live  from  hand  to 
mouth,  and  have  nothing  to  subsist  on  but  what  we  collect 
with  armed  parties.  In  this  situation,  I  believe  you  will  agree 
with  me  that  there  is  nothing  inviting  this  way,  especially 
when  I  assure  you  our  whole  force,  fit  for  duty,  that  are  pro- 
perly cbtfaed,  and  properly  equipped,  does  not  amount  to 
eight  hundred  men."  *^  Your  pr^essions  and  assurances  of 
friendship  are  very  flattering  and  soothing  to  my  feelings.  I 
wish  my  situation  and  future  prospects  aflbrded  something 
more  inviting  and  worthy  your  attention,  that  I  might  have 
an  opportuni^  to  iijdulge  your  wishes  and  gratify  your  feel- 
mgs.  But  I  fear  this  department  is  to  be  the  great  Sar- 
boiuan  bog  to  the  American  armies,  and  particularly  to  the 
genesal  officers." 

The  distresses  and  pnvations  which  awaited  him  in  the 
toutfa  produced  no  effect  whatever  on  the  resolutioD  which 
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La&yette  bad  adc^Med.  But  he  did  not  reach  d|e  southern 
wmy.  After  obtaiDbg  the  permission  of  the  eoauDander-in* 
chief,  he  had  proceeded  as  iar  as  Philadelphia  on  his  way  to 
join  Greneral  Greene,  when  he  was  called  opon  to  assist  m  the 
negotiation  then  going  on  with  the  French  minister  to  forward 
the  concerted  co-operation  of  the  French  fleet  m  the  West 
Indies,  which  finally  resulted  in  the  capture  of  Comwallis. 
After  terminating  this  important  affiiir,  he  immediately  resumed 
his  journey,  and  had  advanced  as  far  as  Petersburg,  when  he 
was  recalled  to  take  the  command  of  the  expedition  against 
Ainold  in  Virg^inia. 

In  the  month  of  December,  1780,  the  traitor  Arnolds 
aow  a  Br^adier-General  in  the  British  service,  was  des- 
patched from  New-York,  with  about  sixteen  hundred  men* 
and  landed  at  Westover  on  the  fourth  of  January,  which  is 
distant  on  James  River,  about  one  hundred  and  forty  miles 
from  the  Capes  of  Virginia.  The  next  day  be  entered 
Richmond,  where  he  ravaged  both  public  and  private  pro- 
perty. Afterward,  proceeding  sbwly  down  the  river;, 
foUowed  by  Baion  Steuben,  he  destroyed  several  mills  on 
his  way,  and  established  himself  on  the  twentiedi  at  Ports- 
mouth, where  Steuben,  finding  himself  unable  to  force  the 
position,  stationed  his  troops  in  such  a  manner  as  to  confine 
Urn  to  the  narrowest  possible  limits.  During  this  expedi- 
tiodf  devastatbn  had  been  extended,  under  Arnold's  direct 
lion,  until  even  his  greedy  appetite  was  cloyed,  and  his  re- 
vengeful heart  sated.  As  if  he  coveted  to  couple  the  name 
of  bandit  with  that  of  traitor,  he  carried  fire  and  sword 
ivfaerever  he  went*  Washbgton,  not  less  surprised  than 
mortified  at  the  tidings  fixMn  Virginia,  bestowed  his  imme- 
diate aUention  upon  that  quarter.  He  addressed  himself  to 
Rochambeau,  commanding  the  land  forces  of  his  Most 
Christian  Majesty,  and  to  Monsieur  Destouches,  admiral  of 
his  squadron  in  the  American  seas,  urging  them  to  seize  the 
moment  fi>r  inflkstiog  a  severe  Uow  <xi  die  common 
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enemy.  Providentially,  the  Ffench  possessed,  at  this  mc^ 
ment,  the  superiority  on  the  sra,  the  British  having  suffered 
severely  in  a  storm  off  Long  Island.  The  French  Admiral 
sent  an  inefficient  force  to  the  Chesapeake  under  M.  de  Tilly, 
who,  discovering  his  inability  to  execute  the  expected  service, 
immediately  returned  to  Newport. 

In  the  mean-time,  Greneral  Washington  had  detached  the 
Marquis  de  Lafayette,  with  a  corps  of  twelve  hundred  light 
mfantry,  drafted  from  the  lines  cS  New^Enghnd  and  New* 
Jersey,  for  the. purpose  of  marchbg  to  the  head  of  Elk, 
there  to  embark  for  that  part  of  Virginia  which  was  become 
the  theatre  of  action,  under  convoy  of  a  French  frigate 
which  he  expected  to  obtain  from  the  admiral*  '  The  com- 
mander-in-chief himself  hastened  lo  Newport  to  use  Us 
personal  exertions  to  faciUtate  the  execution  of  the  entei^ 
prise;  and  it  was  determined  that  a  detiichment  of  th^ 
French  army,  then  in  readiness,  diould  be  embarked  und^ 
the  Count  de  Viominil.  Two  days  after  die  fleet  had  sailed, 
it  was  foDowed  by  the  British  admiral,  and  a  partial  engage- 
ment  ensued  off  the  Capes  of  Virginia,  which  continued  al)out 
an  hour.  A  council  of  war  was  called  die  next  day,  and  it 
bemg  decided  that  it  was  unadviseaUe  to  renew  the  aetkMi,  dw 
French  vessels  returned  to  Newport. 

During  these  operations,  General  Lafayette  bad  embarked 
his  detachment  at  the  head  of  Elk,  and  proceeded  with  it  to 
Annapolis,  in  Maryland,  where  he  waited  for  a  frigate  from 
the  French  squadron  to  convoy  it  to  Vwginia.  The  ren^ 
centre  of  the  fleets,  and  the  return  of  the  French  admiral 
to  Newport,  havmg  rendered  the  object  of  the  expeditioa 
unattainable,  Lafayette  re-embarked  Ms  detachment,  and  re^ 
tamed  to  the  head  of  Elk,  where  he  received  orders  to  join 
Ae  southern  army. 


Thus  Arnold  escaped  fi^om,  probably,  die  roost 
danger  in  which  he  had  ever  been  involved.    Had  the 
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French  forces  reached  -the  Chesapeake  tinopposed,  the 
British  must  have  fallen,  and  the  American  traitor  would 
have  expiated  his  atrocious  crime  on  a  gibbet.  So  persna* 
ded  was  Washington  that  this  was  now  the  probable  teti^ 
mination  to  his  infkmoos  life,  Aat  he  instmoted  the  Man 
quia  de  Lafayette  not  to  admit  any  stipulation,  in  his  sar< 
render,  for  his  safety,  and  forbade  the  smallest  injury  to 
the  person  of  Arnold ;  his  object  being  to  bridg  him  to 
public  punishment,  agreeably  to  the  rules  and  reguta- 
tions  established  by  Congress  for  the  government  of  the 
army. 

Sir  Henry  Clintoin,  sensible  of  the  vulnerable  condition 
of  Arnold,  hastened  the  embaikation  of  a  consideraUe 
body  of  troops,  under  Major  General  Phillips,  consisting  of 
twottiottsand  men.  This  powerful  reinforcement  debaifc* 
ed  at  (Portsmouth  on  the  twenty-sixth  of  March  to  the 
great  joy  of  Arnold,  whose  apprehensions  daring  the  pre» 
ceding  three  weeks  had  been  unceasing  and  excruciating.— « 
General  Phillips,  on  his  arrival,  took  command  of  all 
the  British  troops  in  Viipnia,  and  had  the  decided  su- 
periority over  any  force  that  could  be  brought  against 
him.  Having  occupied  himself  in  completing  the  fortifica*' 
fions  of  Portsmouth,  as  soon  as  that  object  was'  effected,  he 
prepared  for  offensive  operations. 

The  arrival  of  Phillips  changed  the  destkiation  of  La* 
fityettc,  to  whom  the  defence  of  Virginia  was  liow  coihrnit* 
ted.  At  the  head  of  Elk,  he  received  an  express  from 
the  c6mmander4n-chief,  announcing  the  sailing  of  Phillips, 
directing  him  to  proceed  to  Virginia  to  take  the  command 
of  the  troops  collected  and  collecting  for  its  protection, 
and  urging  him  to  prevent,  if  possible,  tiie  meditated  de- 
scent of  that  general  or  his  junction  with  Convw^Ilts.  He, 
accordingly,  prepared  to  execute  these  orders,  and  as  the 
command  of  the  bay  by  the  British  rendered  it  hazardous 
again  to  attempt  the  passage  to  Annapolis,  the  line  of  march 
was  taken  up  for  Baltimore,  ascending  the  east  side  of  the 
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The  troops  under  hit  command  bad  been  taken  chieflj 
from  the  eastren  regiments,  and  had  imbibed  strong  pre* 
jodices  against  a  southern  climate.  The  service  on  which 
tibey  were  detached,  was  not  expected  to  be  of  long  du** 
ration,  and  thej  were  consequently  unprepared  for  a  cam* 
patgn  in  a  department  where  no  relief  from  the  most 
pressing  wants  could  be  procured.  When  they  marched 
from  the  head  of  Elk,  it  was  the  early  part  of  the  month 
of  April,  and  the  north  winds  still  blew  keen.  The  half 
naked  soldiers  became  sullen  and  intractable.  The  states 
on  whom  the  doty  devolved  had  neglected  to  clothe  them, 
and  the  United  States  had  neither  money  nor  credit  to 
supply  the  deficiency.  In  a  letter  to  General  Greene,  the 
Marquis  gave  an  interesting  and  exculpatory  account  of  the 
suflferings  of  his  soldiers,  whom  be  was  obliged  to  punish 
with  one  hand,  and  relieve  with  the  other.  Such  had  been 
the  necessity  for  secrecy  and  despatch,  when  they  were  or* 
dered  off  from  New  Windsor  in  the  state  of  New«York, 
that  they  were  hurried  away  under  an  impression  that  they 
were  proceeding  on  a  march  of  a  few  days.  The  conse- 
quence was,  that  even  the  officers  were  destitute  of  money, 
clothing,  and  every  thing  that  could  contribute  to  clean- 
liness and  comfort.  When  they  arrived  at  Trenton^  they 
were  crowded  on  board  of  shallops,  and  passing  down  to 
Kew  Castle,  were  landed  and  marched  across  the  isthmus 
to  the  head  of  the  Elk.  Here  they  began  to  take  a  de- 
liberate survey  of  their  situation,  and,  at  this  time,  their 
murmurs  were  suppressed  only  by  the  suggestion  of  a  short 
and  rapid  expedition  against  Annold.  On  their  retrogade 
march,  they  were  still  contented,  for  they  were  approach- 
ing the  depository  of  their  wives,  and  of  the  few  little 
comforts  which  their  encampment  had  afforded  them.— 
Money  had  also  been  transmitted  to  head  quarters  by 
the  Slate  of  Massachusetts,  for  the  pay  of  her  troops; 
and  present  sufferings  were  forgotten  under  the  enliven- 
ing prospects  of  approaching  enjoyments.  But  every 
hope  was  blif^ted  when  the  countermanding  orders  ar* 
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tested  ttieir  progress.  Without  tents, — for  manj,  evea 
•f  the  officers,  slept  in  the  open  air ; — ^their  shoes  worn 
QQt,— -their  hats  lost  in  their  repeated  voyages ; — ^in  a  state 
(as  the  Marquis  expresses  it,)  "  of  shocking  nakedness."— 
not  the  least  particle  of  baggage  attending  their  march,— ^ 
no  provision  made  for  a  protracted  absence  from  their 
wives  and  &milies,  many  of  whom  had  joined  them  and 
been  left  at  their  winter  quarters; — murmuring  at  being 
thus  hurried  off,  without  notice  to  prepare  for  the  service 
they  were  entering  upon; — reasonably  fearing  that  their 
destination  was  to  serve  in  a  climate  which  they  dreaded,* — 
and  supported  by  the  general  pity  which  their  case  ex» 
cited  ^— such  was  the  temper  of  his  army;  that  many  of 
the  officers  assured  the  Marquis,  that  it  would  speedily 
be  reduced  to  one  half  by  desertion.  Facts  supported 
the  assertion,  for  thirteen  out  of  one  company  deserted 
in  a  single  day. — ^To  add  to  the  general  distress,  a  nau- 
seous and  contagious  disease  generally  produced,  and 
always  aggravated,  by  a  want  of  cleanliness,  had  near- 
ly overspread  the  whole  camp;  and  naked  and  exposed 
and  kept  in  motion,  as  the  soldiers  were»  the  ordinary 
remedies  could  not  be  applied  for  their  care,  with  safe- 
ty to  ttieir  general  health.  Desertion  cannot,  for  any 
cause,  be  pardoned  in  an  army:  but  it  is  impossible  to 
view  such  a  complication  of  distresses  in  a  camp,  without 
admiring  the  passive  merit  ii4iich  could  resist  the  impulse 
to  desert 

But  the  firm  and  generous  spirit  of  the  Marquis  de  La- 
fiiyette  triumphed  over  these  difficulties^  and  his  eneigetic 
appeals  to  the  honourable  principles  of  his  soldiers, — prin- 
ciples on  which  the  feelings  of  his  own  bosom  taught  him 
to  rely — ^were  cvowned  with  success.  His  purse  was  as 
open  as  .his  heart.  As  unmindful  of  money  as  he  was  am- 
bitious of  fame,  he  resolved,  by  a  noble  and  generous  adi 
to  conciliate  his  troops,  and  strengthen  them  in  the  good 
disposition  of  the  moment    Such  were  his  Eeal  and  public 
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«pirit,-'-fiuch  the  confidence  and  respect  of  the  people,—* 
Aat  at  a  time,  when  the  credit  of  Congress  was  so  lon^ 
that  nothing  could  be  obtained  on  its ,  promises,  he  wa» 
able  to  borrow,  on  his  private  credit,  ten  thousand  doflars* 
from  the  merchants  of  Baltimore,  with  which  he  purchased 
shoes,  linen,, spirits,  and  other  articles  of  immediate  ne-* 
cessitjr,  for  his  detachment :  And  it  is  not  unworthy  of 
notice,  that  every  fair  hand  in  Baltimore  was  promptly 
•et  in  motion,  in  preparing  his  purchases  for  immediate 
use. 

The  following  extract  from  a  letter  to  General  Greene 
from  Mr.  M'Henry,  the  president  of  the  Bstltimore  board  of 
war,  exhibits  the  arduous  situation  and  noble  liberality  of 
ike  Marquis  at  this  time : 


•*  Baltimore,  April  16, 1781. 

'*WbiIe  I  admire  your  poli^,  I  have  more  tban  once 
(itied  the  Marquis'*  situation.  Hia  troops  passed  here 
yesterday,  discontented  almost  to  general  desertion  ;'--de»' 
titute  of  sbirti,  and  proper  equipments,  and  in  most  re* 
tpects,  unprovided  for  a  march.  Tou  know  the-  Marquis : 
He  has  been  with  us  but  two  days ;  but;  in  this  time,  he 
adopted  an  expedient  to  conciliate  them  to  a  degree, 
which  no  one  but  himself  would  have  thought  of.  Tor 
day,  he  signs,  a  contract,  binding  himself  to  certain  mer^ 
chants  of  tiiis  place,  for  above  two  Ihmiuand  gidiieai,  to 
be  disposed  of  in  shirts,  overalls,  and  hats,  for  the  detach* 
ment  Without  these  ihe  army  could  not  ptY>ceed ;  and 
with  these,  he  has  managed  to  reconcile  them  to  the  aer* 
vice.  He  is  also  bent  upon  trying  ttie  power  of  novelty  oa 
flieir  minds,  by  giving  to  the  march  the  air  of  a  frolic.  Hit 
troops  will  ride  in  wagons  and  carts,  from  Eikridge  hndiop 

•  In  speaking  of  LaCayettettheooiiipreheDsiFe  term  ^^thfiJUarqvUf 
was  uniYereallj  used,  and  as  aDiyenalfjr  understood. 
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to  the  limita  of  tbis  state,  and  how  much  farther  he  wili 
coatiiuie  this  mode  of  movement,  depends  on  Virginia." 

In  a  letter  from  die  Marquis  to  General  Greene,  on  the 
flame  subject,  he  observes :  "  As  our  brave  and  excellent 
men  (for  this  detachment  is  exceedingly  good,)  are  shock- 
ingly  destitute  of  linen,  I  have  borrowed  from  the  mer- 
chants of  Baltimore  a  sum  on  my  credit,  which  will  amount 
to  about  two  thousand  pounds,  and  will  procure  a  few  hats, 
some  shoes,  some  blankets,  and  a  pair  of  linen  overalls,  to 
«ach  man.  I  hope  to  set  the  Baltimore  ladies  at  work  for 
Ike  shirts,  which  will  be  sent  after  me,  and  the  overalls  will 
be  made  by  our  tailors*  I  will  use  my  influence  to  have  the 
mmiey  added  to  the  loan  which  the  French  court  have 
made  to  the  United  States,  and  in  case  I  cannot  succeed* 
bind  mysdf  to  the  merchants  for  payment,  with  interest,  iii 
two  years." 

Great  and  just  was  the  eciat  acquired  by  the  Marquis 
De  La&yette  on  the  occasion.  His  coCemporaries  ap* 
peiured  »t  a  loss  which  most  to  admire,  his  ingenuity, 
SMgnanimity,  decision,  or  engaging  urbanity.  By  these 
happy  expedientB,  tranquillity  and  discipline  were  once 
more  restored  to  his  command;  and  every  wagon  or 
cart  that  could  be  procured,  beii^  put  in  requisition^ 
tibe  troops  were  rapidly  hurried  forward  to  Richmond. 
The  novelty  and  relief  pleased  the  eoldiers;  the  in- 
cieasing  dii^ce  from  their  homes  diminished  the  fa- 
cility of  desertion;  the  baggage  and  artillery  were  left 
to  follow  on;  and  the  time  thus  gained  was  barely  suffi- 
oent  to  check  the  advance  of  General  Phillips.  As  La- 
Alette  entered  Richmond,  the  British  army  made  its  ap- 
pearance at  Manchester,  on  the  opposite  bank  of  James 
River.* 

During  flus  time,  tike  inroads  of  Philips  and  Arnold  into 

•  Johnion'ii  LifeGreensk  YoL  n.  «hap.  1%  p.  38-61.  M?is1l  Wvk^ 
Imton-^y dL  IV.  chap.  VUX,  p.  6S3, 4S4. 
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Virginia  were  sigMiized  by  devastation  and  pillage;*  Ei»- 
barking  about  two  thousand  five  hundred  nfen^  Phiiipa 
bad  ascended  James  River  and  landed  below  Petenbnrg. 
The  next  day  he  occupied  that  city,  after -some  slight 
skirmishing  with  a  body  of  militia  under  Baron  Steubea. 
amounting  to  only  one  thousand  men,  and  purstttng  the 
usual  marauding  system,  he  burned  the  ware-houses  sto* 
red  with  tobacco,  and  all  the  vessels  lying  in  the  river. 
Every  thing  valuable  was  destroyed,  and  the  wealth  of 
this  flourishing  town,  in  a  few  hours  disappeared.  Prose* 
cuting  this  war  of  devastation^  the  gallant  commanders 
separated  in  search  of  tobacco4iouses,  and  re*united  their 
divisions  on  the  route  to  Manchester,  a  small  village  sbuth 
of  James  River,  and  within  view  of  the  metropolisr-^ 
Here  the  tobacco-war  was  renewed,  great  quantities  of 
that  article  being  found  in  the  ware4iouses.  Nothing  now 
remained  on  the  south  side  of  James  River,  below  the 
falls,  for  the  firebands>of  these  ruthless  invaders;  aO  the 
tobacco*  and  every  thing  else  that  was  valuable,  wkhin 
reach,  were  burnt,  or  conveyed  on  board  their  ships.-** 
It  was  necessary  to  cross  to  Richmond,  or  lay  aside  &e 
torch. 

But  the  opportune  arrival  of  General  Lafayette,  oa 
the  preceding  evening,  after  a  forced  march  of  two  bun* 
dred  miles,  put  an  insuperable  bar  to  the  project  of  taking 
the  ci^ital,  and  Richmond,  in  which  a  great  proportion 
of  the  military  stores  of  the  state  were  then  collected^ 
was  saved  for  the  presents  from  the  desolations  of  the  ene* 
my.  At  this  place  the  Marquis  formed  a  juiAstion  with 
the  Baron  Steuben,  and  found  himself  at  the  head  of  about 
one  thousand  regulars,  two  thousand  militia,  and  sixty  dra* 
goouB,  while  tiie  British  force  consisted  of  nearly  four  thou- 
sand veteran  troops.  A  singular  coincidence  now  presented 
itself  to  the  public  eye.    The  father  of  Lafayette  had  (al- 

7  Daring  tliete  predatory  qsoutbV)D8,  the  dsttmotioai  in  Ike  nosltt 
article  of  tobecoo  was  eaormoui ;  it  amounted  to  about  tea  thoaiud 
bonheadbu 
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lea  At  the  battle  of  Minden,  by  a  shot  from  the  artiUerj, 
tbea  commanded  by  Geoeral  Philips.  This  fact  is  noticed 
by  the  Marquia  De  Lafiiyette  in  a  letter  to  Genend 
Greene,  teaching  his  continuance  in  the  command  of 
Yiiginia.  "  I  will  now  only  mention,  that  General  Phi* 
lips'  battery,  at  Minden,  having  killed  my  &ther,  I  should 
have  on  objection  to  contract  the  latitude. of  his  plana.' - 
At  the  same  time  General  Lafayette  modestly  solicited 
to  be  confirmed  in  his  command.  As  the  direction 
of  the  military  operations  in  Virginia  had  been  delega- 
ted to  Steub^,  while  Lafayette  was  designed  for  a  cora- 
amnd  in  the  main  army,  the  Baron,  had  expressed  the 
moat  serious  chagrin  at  being  superseded,  at  the  very 
OKWuent  when  an  opportuai^  presented  itself  Ant  active 
service.  To  give  umbrage  to  either  of  two  officers 
whom  he  valued  so  highly,  would  have  been,  to  Gen* 
eral  Greene,  the  subject  of  very  great  regret:  all  faia 
address  was  necessary  to  manage  so  as.  to  continue 
Lalayette  in  command,  without  disgusting  a;  man  whose 
aeal  and  fidelity  had  rendered  him  such  important  ser- 
vices.  But  Steuben  had  become  unpopular  in  ViiginiUi 
and  every  thing  was  to  be  expected  fipom  the  strong 
public  partialitiea  in  favour  of  Lafayette»  and  die  high 
opinion  justly  entertained  of  his  capacity  as  a  soldier* 
(Sreene  addressed  the  Baron  as  a  friend,  a  man  of  un- 
derstanding, and  a  zealous  advocate  of  the  cause  and  the 
latter  submitted  with  a  magnanunity  and  self  denial^ 
which  furnish  not  the  least  of  his  claims  to  the  gra« 
titude  of  America.* 

Not  thinking  it  advisable  to  attempt  the  paasage  of 
the  river,  Philips  marched  back  to  Bermuda  Hundred, 
a  point  ot  land  at  the  confluence  of  the  James  and 
Appomattox  rivers,  destroying  in  his  way  property  to  an 
immense  amount  At  that  place  he  re«embaiked  his 
teoopSh  and  fell  down  as  fiir  as  Hog  Island,  which  he 

*  Jobmon's  Greeuei  VoL  II.  p.  Bt 
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reached  on  the  fififa  of  May.  The  MarqaU  de  Lafiij- 
etie  followed  eaatiously  on  the  north  Bide  of  the  riTer, 
until  he  reached  the  head  waters  of  the  Chiekahorainj. 
ODe  of  the  branches  of  James  River,  behind  which  he 
took  post  ftt  the  distance  of  eighteen  miles  from  Rich- 
mond :-^here  he  remained  nntil  Philips,  by  the  command 
of  Comwallis,  began  to  re-ascend  the  river,  for  the  pnr» 
pose  of  forming  a  junction  at  Petersburg. 

General  Laiayette  now  hastened  back  to  Richmond; 
but  having,  on  bb  arrival,  been  informed  that  Lord  Com- 
waUis  was  marching  northward,  and  that  (Jeneral  Philipa 
vras  again  disembarking  his  army  at  Srandon,  the  seat  of 
Benjamin  Harrison,  Esq.  on  the  south  side  of  the  river,  he 
was  persuaded  that  a  junction  of  the  two  armies  was  intend- 
ed, and  hastened  to  take  possession  of  Petersburg  before 
Philips  could  reach  that  place.  In  this  design,  however, 
he  was  anticipated.  The  British  general  advanced  with 
equal  rapidity,  and  being  nearer  to  Petersbuig,  reached  it 
fint  Disappointed  in  this  design,  Lafoyette  encamped  a 
few  miles  below  Richmond,  whete  he  exerted  htmsdf 
to  increase  the  ability  of  his  army,  by  diminishing  his 
baggage,  estabhshii^  system  and  pnnetudity  in  its  sete^ 
ral  departments,  anduo^roducii^  throughout  the  most  rigid 
discipline* 

The  taking  possession  of  Petersburg  on  tiie  ninth  of 
May  vras  the  last  exploit  of  General  Philips.  He  had 
been  attadced  by  a  fever  some  days  before,  the  pKM 
gress  of  which  was  so  rapid,  and  its  symptoms  so  malign 
nant,  that  it  baffled  all  medical  exertions,  and  put  a  peri- 
od to  his  life  on  the  thirteenth  of  May.  -  As  an  oficer,  he 
was  universally  admired ;  and  his  nnlitary  career,  previous 
to  his  command  in  Viiginia,  had  been  filled  with  gloty. 
But  the  friends  of  his  iame  have  great  reason  to  re- 
gret ttiat  he  did  not  die  three  weeks  sooner.  By  4ua 
•went  the  command  of  the  army  devolved  to  Ar» 
nold. 
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Lord  CorawalKs  had  moved  from  Wilmhigtoh  on  ilie 
iweaty*fiflb  of  Aprils  and  proceeded  toward  Halifax  on 
the  river  Roanoke,  preserving,  at  a  briitiant  contrast  to 
the  maraudings  of  Philips  and  Arnold  die  country  from 
devastation,  and  private  property  from  spoliation.  Du> 
ring  the  tedious  prc^ess  fn»n  Cape  Fear  to  the  Roanoke, 
he  met  with  no  interruption,  and  reached  Hali&x  without 
at  all  disturbing  the  general  torpor  which  prevailed  through* 
out  the  country.  At  this  place  Ihe  restrained  licentious- 
Bess  of  the  unprincipled  burst  forth  in  shocking  outrage 
upon  the  defenceless  citizens,  alike  disgraceful  to  ^ 
British  arms,  and  degrading  to  the  name  of  man.  But 
Comwailis,  on  leainiog  these  enormities,  acted  according  to 
his  natural  humanity  and  moderation,  and  commanded 
Colond  TarletQn  to  dismount  his  dragoons,  (v^ho,  with  cha- 
raoteiistic  ferocity,  had  been  the  fit  actoM  in  the  atrocious 
outrages  that  had  been  committed,)  and  to  form  them  in  such 
Oider  as  mig^t  be  convenienit  fer  the  inspection  of  &e 
inhabitants  who  were  requested  to  designate  the  principal 
villains.  A  seigeant  and  one  private  being  pointed  out, 
and  accused  of  rape  and  robbery,  diey  were  conducted 
back  to  Halifez,  tried  by  martial  law,  condttuned  to  death, 
and  immediately  executed. 

Lord  Comwallis,  leaving  Halifax,  passed  the  Roanoke, 
and  detached  Colonel  Tarletoti  with  hisiegion  to  the  Meher- 
tion,  to  take  possession  of  the  fords  across  that  river ; — > 
Lieutenant  General  Simcoe,  with  the  queen's  rangers 
beii^  at  the  same  time  sent  forward  by  Arnold  to  the  Not 
toway,  for  the  like  purpose.  Np  interruptiott  was  attempted 
against  either  detachment,  all  the  force  assembled  for  the 
protection  of  the  State  being  with  Lafayette  in  his  po* 
sition  near  Richmond ;  and  Lord  Comwallis,  passing  those 
rivers,  entered  Petersbuig  on  the  twentieth  of  May,  when 
be  took  the  general  command  of  all  the  British  forces. 

The  British  General  now  determined  on-«  vigorous 
plan  of  offensive  operatiooi.    After  being  reinforced  hf 
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two  Britiab  regiments,  and  two  battalions  of  An^pach  troops 
from  New-York,  under  General  Leslie,  hit  immediate  ol^ect, 
with  his  overwhelming  superiority,  was  to  bring  the  Marquis 
De  Lafayette  to  an  action,  which  could  not  fiiil  to  ter- 
minate in  his  defeat  The  field*force  under  Comwailis 
was  not  less  than  eight  thousand ;  more  than  double  of 
that  acting  under  Lafayette.  Besides  which,  his  strength  in 
horse,  amounting  to  four  hundred  dragoons,  and  seven  or 
ei^t  hundred  mounted  infantry,  added  vastly  to  his  superi* 
ority,  Lafayette's  force,  in  the  camp  below  Richmond, 
did  not  exceed  four,  thousand,  of  which  three*fourtlis  were 
militia.  Baron  Steuben,  with  six  hundred  levies,  was  or- 
dered  to  the  point  of  the  fork,  the  depot  of  most  of  the  re- 
maining military  stores ;  and  Brigadier  General  Wayne* 
with  the  Pennsylvania  line,  now  reduced  to  eight  hundred, 
was  on  his  march  from  die  northern  army  to  unite  with 
Lafayette. 

Lord  Comwailis,  for  the  purpose  of  bringii^  his  enemy 
to  action,  immediately  put  his  troops  in  motion  on  flie 
twenty  fourUi  of  Hay,  and  passing  the  James  River  at  WesK 
over,  attempted,  by  turning  the  left  flank  of  the  American 
Army,  to  get  in  its  rear.  Lafayette  was  in  no  condition 
to  risk  an  engagement.  The  native  ardour  of  bis  temper* 
and  the  reluctance  with  which  he  exposed  himself  to  the 
chaige  of  giving  up  the  country  without  even  an  attempt 
to  save  it  by  an  action,  required  all  the  vigilance  of 
his  judgment,  to  restrain  him  from  hazarding  more  than  his 
present  situation  would  justify.  The  main  and  inunediate 
objects  which  it  was  now  his  duty  to  effect,  'were  the  secu- 
rity of  the  public  stores,  the  preservation  of  his  small  army 
for  future  service,  and  a  junction  wi&  the  Pennsylvania 
line.  As  Lord  Comwailis  passed  James  River,  the  Marquis 
De  Lafayette  abandoned  Richmond,  after  removing  all  the 
most  valuable  military  stores,  and  fell  bdund  the  Chicka- 
bominy  river,  in  the  direction  toward  Fredericksburg,  for 
the  double  purpose  of  fiivouring  the  contemplated  junctioa 
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of . amis  in  the  yicinity  of  Falmouth. 

Lord  Corawallis  followed  with  zeal  and  rapidity,  and 
crossing  the  Chickahominy  at  Bottom  ^dge,  manifest- 
ed his  determination  to  force  Lafayette  to  battle  before 
his  junction  with  General  Wayne.  He  was  so  entirely 
confident  of  success  against  bis  young  antagonist,  ttiat 
he  imprudently  remariced  in  a  letter,  which  was  inter* 
cepted,  "  the  hoy  cannot  escape  me"  But  a . combination 
of  talents  and  skill  defeated  all  the  energies  of  physical 
power,  and  the  gallant  "  boy"  escaped  to  give  new  eri* 
denccs  at  Yorktown,  of  his  generosity  and  n)odesty,  by 
declining  to  receive  the  sword  of  the  captured  Comwallis 
himself. 

Lafayette  mored  with  so  Inucb  celerity  and  caution  as  to 
conyince  Lord  Comwallis  of  the  impracticability  of  over* 
taking  him,  or  of  preyenting  his  junction  with  General 
Wayne.  Before  the  British  army  reached  the  Cbickahomittyt 
he  had  passed  the  Pamunkey,  flie  southern  branch  of  Yorii 
Riyer.  Finding  that  the  distance  between  his  adversary  and 
hhnself  daily  increased,  Comwallis  halted,  and  tumed  his  at- 
tention to  objects  of  less  magnitude.  He  accordingly,  made 
two  considerable  detachments  from  his  army  while  encamped 
in  the  county  of  Hanover ;  one  for  the  purpose  of  destroying 
the  magazines  at  the  Point  of  Fork,  then  under  the  protec- 
tion of  Baron  Steuben  with  his  raw  levies,  and  the  other, 
for  B&zifig  die  members  of  the  general  assembly  convened 
at  Charlotteville,  a  small  town  on  the  western  bank  d  Oe 
Rivannah,  a  northern  branch  of  James  River.  Simcoe,  who 
commanded  the  first,  by  the  rapidity  of  his  march,  as  well 
as  the  precipitate  retreat  of  the  Baron,  succeeded  in  destroy- 
ing the  military  stores ;  and  Colonel  Tarleton,  who  led  the 
detachment  against  Charlotteville,  was  equally  successful  in 
destroying  the  stores  at  that  place :  but  nearly  all  the  mem- 
bers of  the  legislature  made  their  escape.  In  the  mean*time, 
LaAyetta  continued  to  retreat,  and  to  keep  up  his  eemi* 
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mwiicAtiOB  with  the  north,  passed  the  RapiduD,  toe  lontb^ 
era  branch  of  the  Rapahannoc.  The  movements  of 
ttie  two  armies  had  thrown  Lord  Cornwallis  completely 
between  Marquis  de  Lafayette  and  the  military  stores 
which  had  been  transported  from  Richmond  up  James 
River,  and  deposited  principally  at  Albemarle  old  court- 
house.  The  British  general  therefore  directed  his  march 
toward  that  place. 

Lalayette  had  now  effected  a  junction  with  the  Pennsylvania 
line,  consisting  of  eight  hundred  men  under  General  Wayne* 
Emboldened  by  this  reinforcement,  he  lost  no  time  in  recross- 
ii^  the  Rapidan,  and  moving  toward  the  enemy.  He  arrived 
and  encamped  within  a  few  miles  of  the  British  army,  when 
they  were  yet  more  than  a  day's  march  from  their  point  of 
destination.  Cornwallis  wa9  willing  that  his  antagonists 
should  proceed  on  the  experiment  of  preserviiig  the  stores  at 
Albemarle  old  court-bouse,  and  continued  in  his  position  co»- 
▼enient  to  his  adversary's  presumed  route,  with  a  detach- 
ment to  fall  upon  him  in  his  progress.  Thus,  in  the  q>inion 
of  Cornwallis,  he  was  effectually  cut  off  from  the  route  by 
which  alone  he  could  reach  the  objects  which  he  was  ha- 
sardtng  every  thing  to  secure.  Never  was  disappointment 
more  complete  than  that  of  the  British  commander,. when, 
on  the  morning  of  the  fifteenth  of  Jupe,  he  found  his  youth* 
fill  foe  in  his  front,  strongly  reinforced,  and  occupying  a 
position  from  which  he  could  not  be  easily  forced,  and  would 
not  be  tempted.  Lafayette's  discernment  and  activity  had 
completely  baffled  his  views.  He  discovered,  and  opened 
in  the  night,  a  road  which  was  nearer  to  Albemarle,  but  had 
long  been  disused,  and  crossed  the  Rivannah  before  Corn- 
wallis was  acquainted  with  his  having  reached  it  Then, 
taking  post  behind  Mechunck's  creek,  he  sat  down  on  the 
direct  route  from  the  British  camp  to  Albemarle,  The  fok 
lowing  is  the  modest  account  given  of  this  masterly  mov&^ 
ment,  by  the  author  of  it :  "  In  the  mean<time,  the  British 
\y  was  moving  to  the  Point  of  Fork,  with  intention  to 
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ttnke  our  magazine  at  Albemarle  old  court-home.  Ouff 
Ibrce  was  not  equal  to  their  defence;  and  a  delay  of 
oar  jaoction  would  have  answered  the  views  of  the  enemy. 
6at  on  the  arrival  of  the  Pennsyivanians,  we  mad« 
forced  marches  toward  James  River,  and  on  oar  gaiii^ 
ing  the  South  Anna,  we  found  Lord  Cornwallis  en^ 
camped  some  miles  below  the  camp  of  Foric.  A  sto* 
len  march,  through  a  difficult  road,  gave  us  a  position 
apon  Mechunck  creek,  between  that  of  the  enemy  and 
ojar  stores,  where,  agreeably  to  previous  appointment, 
we  were  joined  by  a  body  of  riflemen." 

The  expedition  against  Albemarle  was  now  relinquish- 
ed,  and  the  British  General  drawing  in  his  van  corps,  ' 
fell  back,  on  the  ensuing  day,  toward,  Richmond.  This 
movement  was  the  means  of  exciting  considerable  siirpristf^ 
as,  notwithstanding  the  junction  of  Wayne,  and  the  sue* 
ceeding  reinforcement  of  riflemen  under  Lord  Cornwallis 
continued  to  possess  a  decided  superiority  of  force,  l>oth 
with  respect  to  quality  and  number.  By  some  it  was  aC^ 
tributed  to  the  difficulties  which  he  apprehended  near  the 
mountains,  when  even  a  victory  might  be  attended  with 
no  decisive  consequences :  hence  he  chose  to  transfer 
the  war  to  the  lower  country,  the  facef  of  which  appeared 
more  favourable  to  his  views.  But  the  change  in  his  coa« 
duct  is  now  known  to  have  been  owing  to  orders  from  his 
superior. 

Fabius  Maximus  Quintus,  when  warring  Against  Hanni- 
bal, avoided  open  action,  but  successfully  and  continually 
harassed  him  by  couhter*marches  and  ambuscades  and 
all  fliose  difficult  manceuvres  which  distinguish  the  expe> 
rienced  and  calculating  commander.  There  is  no  other 
mode  by  which  an  inferior  force  can  act  with  efficacy 
against  an  enemy  both  numerically  and  scientifically  su- 
perior. Hannibal  sent  word  to  Fabius,  that  "  If  he  wai 
as  great  a  captain  as  he  would  be  thought,  be  ought  to 
come  into  the  plain  and  give  him  battle/'  FabiuB  eaoUf 
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replied,  that "  if  he  was  m  great  as  he  would  he  fhoa^^ 
he  would  do  well  to  force  him  to  fight"  Such  were  pre- 
psely  the  relative  situations  of  the  Marquis  de  Lafay* 
ette  and  the  enemy.  The  former  gained  every  thing 
by  avoiding  a  general  action,  which  would  inevitably 
have  resulted  in  his  total  destruction,  while  the  latter 
found  himself  incessantly  harassed,  his  power  to  destroy 
restricted,  and  his  progress  retarded  and  endangered  by 
the  rapid  movements,  indefatigable  vigilance,  and  master* 
ly  military  skill  of  General  Lafayette. 
As  soon  as  the  retreat  of  Lord  Comwallis  was  ascertaineJ« 
General  Lafayette  put  his  army  in  motion,  and  followed 
with  undiminished  circumspection,  taking  care  to  keep 
the  command,  of  the  upper  country,  and  to  avoid  a 
general  engagement  He  held  his  nuiin  body  between 
twenty  and  thirty  miles  in  the  rear  of  the  foe,  and 
explored  his  front  and  flanks  with  his  cavalry  and 
riflemen.  On  the  fifteenth  of  June,  the  British  general 
reached  Westham,  without  making  a  single  effort  to 
strike  his  following  enemy,  and  on  the  subsequent  day, 
entered  Richmond,  where  he  halted.  General  Lafayette 
took  a  strong  position  on  Allen's  creek,  in  the  county 
of  Goochland,  twenty-two  miles  from  Lord  Comwallis. 
After  a  few  days,  the  latter  resumed  his  march,  and 
entered  Williamsbui^  on  the  twenty-fifth  of  June. 

On  the  eighteenth  of  June,  while  in  his  camp  above  Ricfa-^ 
mond,  the  Marquis  de  Lafayette  was  joined  by  Qaron  Steu- 
ben with  his  corps  of  levies,  amounting  to  between  five  and 
six  hundred.  His  army  was  now  increased  to  four  thousand 
men,  of  whom  two  thousand  one  hundred  were  regulars ; 
but  only  one  thousand  five  hundred  were  veteran  troops. 
Still,  liowever,  Cornwallis  was  superior  in  number  by  a  tliird, 
and  bis  army  was  composed  entirely  of  veterans  furnished  with 
a  powerful  and  well  mounted  cavalry,  who  had  spread  terror 
M  well  as^  desolation  through  the  country,  and  had  greatly 
intimidated  the  militia. 
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During  the  retreat  of  the  enemy  to  WiUiamBbui^,  no  at* 
tempt  wa8  made  by  either  general  to  disturb  the  otiier; 
a  game»  of  all  others,  the  most  to  be  desired  by  General 
Lafayette,  as  the  campaign  appeared  to  be  wasti^  without 
any  improvement  by  his  superior  foe.  He  merely  caused 
his  light  parties  to  press  on  their  rear,  whicE  was  cov- 
ered by  a  strong  corps  under  Major  Simcoe.  That  officer 
was  overtaken  by  Colonel  Butler  about  six  miles  from 
Williamsburg,  to  which  he  was  proceeding  from  the  des* 
traction  of  a  few  boats  and  stores  on.  the  Chickahomioy. 
A  sharp  action  ensued  which  was  attended  with  loss  on  both 
sides;  but  the  Americans  were  compelled  to  retire  by 
flio  approach  of  the  whole  British  army,  which  had  moved 
on  hearing  the  first  fire,  to  shield  Simcoe.  La&yette, 
claimed  the  advantage  in  this  recontre,  and  stated  the 
enemy's  loss  amounted  to  sixty  killed,  and  one  hundred 
wounded. 

Aflber  thia  skirmish,  the  Marquis  encamped  about  twenty 
miles  above  Williamsburg,  in  a  secure  position  near  Jamea 
River,  interposing  the  Chickahominy  between  him  and  the 
enemy. 

Intercepted  letters  had  disclosed  to  Sir  Henry  Clintoa 
the  designs  which  were  meditated  against  the  seat  of  the 
British  power  in  the  United  states,  and  he,  becomit^ 
alarmed  lor  the  safety  of  New- York,  required  die  return  of 
*a  part  of  the  troops  in  Virginia.  Lord  Cornwallis,  sup- 
posing  himself  too  weak,  after  complying  with  this  requi- 
sition, to  remain  at  Williamsburg,  resolved  to  pass  James 
River  and  retire  to  Portsmouth.  He  accordingly  left  that 
city  on  the  fourth  of  July,  having  decided  to  cross  at  James 
City  Island,  and  encamped  along  the  river,  havii^  bis  right 
covered  by  a  pond,  and  A\e  centre  and  left  by  swamps. 
On  the  fifth  and  sixth,  a  small  number  of  tro'ops,  and  all 
the  baggage,  artillery,  and  munitions,  were  transported 
across  the  river,  and  Cornwallis  intended  to  have  passed  hie 
t^nny  on  the  seventh. 
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The  morning  after  the  eTacuation  of  Williamsburg,  La- 
fayette put  his  army  ia  motion,  with  the  intention  bf 
falling  upon  the  rear  of  the  enemjr,  when  a  major  part 
of  his  army  should  have  passed,  or  was  passing  the  nrer. 
Crossing  the  Chickahominy,  he  pushed  his  best  troops 
within  eight  miles  of  the  British  camp,  On  tlie  morning  of 
(be  sixth,  he  prepared  to  advance,  believing  that  the  hoar 
was  at  hand  for  striking  the  meditated  blow,  as  he  had 
been  accurately*informed  of  the  passage  of  troops  on  the 
fourth,  and  the  continued  crossing  and  recrossing  of  the 
boats  ever  since.  All  the  intelligence  which  was  received 
by  General  Lafayette  concurred  in  the  representation  diat 
the  greater  part  of  the  British  army  had  already  passed  over 
into  the  island  of  Jamestown,  in  the  night,  aiid  every  ap- 
pearance was  calculated  to  countenance  the  opinion  tint 
had  been  formed. 

But  Lord  Cornwallis  suspected  die  design  of  Lafayette, 
and  was  confident  that  the  opportunity  afforded  by  bis 
crossing  James  river,  would  be  seized  with  ardour  by 
Us  youthful  antagonist  He  heard  with  pleasure  that  the 
American  forces  were  drawing  near,  and  adopted  proper 
neasures  to  encourage  their  advance.  The  British  light . 
parties  were  all  drawn  in,  their  troops  were  held  compact, 
covering  as  little  ground  as  possible  in  their  march  and  in 
camp,  and  the  piquets,  which  lay  close  to  the  encampment, 
were  ordered  to  £aill  back  with  the  appearance  of  alarm 
and  confusion,  as  soon  as  they  should  be  seriously  at- 
tacked. 

General  Lafayette  had  detached  some  riflemen  and  mili- 
tia to  harass  the  outposts  of  the  enemy,  while  he  advanced 
at  the  bead  of  the  continental  troops,  in  order  to  cut  off 
their  rear,  should  the  inteUigence  he  had  received  of  &e 
passage  of  the  main  body,  be  well  founded.  The  enemy's 
piquets  were  briskly  attacked,  and  losing  some  of  their  men» 
killed,  wounted,  and  taken,  fell  back  in  confusion  upon  the 
legion-horse,  drawn  up  in  their  rear.    Emboldened  by  this 
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CQCcessful  onset,  the  Americans  continued  to  advancei  aad 
took  post  in  a  ditch,  under  cover  of  a  rail-fence.  After  a 
keen  conflict  of  some  minutes,  thej  fell  badk  upon  general 
Wayne,  who  was  formed  in  close  order  in  an  adjacent  wood. 
That  brave  officer,  who  commanded  the  van-guard,  now  dis- 
covered the  whole  British  army  in  order  of  battle,  moving 
out  against  him.  A  retreat  was  impossible,  and  the  boldest; 
had  become  the  safest  measure.  Advancing  rapidly,  he 
made  a  gallant  charge  on  the  British  line,  with  his  small  de- 
tachment, not  exceeding  eight  hundred  men,  and  the  warm 
action  which  ensued,  was  kept  up  with  great  Bpidt  for  sev^ 
ral  minutes. 

Lafayette,  who  arrived  a  little  before  sun-set,  began  soon 
to  apprehend  that  the  expected  covering  party  would  turn 
out  to  be  the  British  aimy,  and  determined,  by  reconnoitring 
to  judge  of  the  enemy's  strength  from  his  own  observations 
He  soon  became  convinced  that  his  apprehensions  were  weU 
founded,  and  immediately  hastened  to  draw  off  his  troops^ 
On  his  return,  finding  Wayne  closely  engaged,  and  his  flanks 
tiearly  enveloped,  he  directed  him  to  retreat,  and  form  in  a 
line  with  the  light  infantry,  then  drawn  up  about  half  a  mile 
in  the  rear.  This  was  instantly  executed  through  the  favour 
of  a  dark  night,  with  the  loss  of  two  field  piecejs,  the  horses 
attached  to  them  being  killed.  The  whole  army  then  re- 
treated the  distance  of  six  nules,  when  Lafayette,  finding 
that  the  enemy  did  not  pursue,  encamped  for  the  night. 

No  pursuit  was  even  attempted  by  Comwallia,  who  return* 
ed,  immediately  after  the  battle  closed  to  his  camp.  The 
ni§^t,  the  nature  of  the  country,  broken  with  woods  and 
marshes,  but  especially  the  suspicion  that  the  retreat  was  a 
stratagem  of  the  American  general,  to  draw  him  into  an  an^ 
buscade,  induced  the  British  commander  to  decline  all  pnrw 
suit  In  the  course  of  the  night  he  crossed  over  into  the  is'^ 
land,  and  soon  after  proceeded  to  Portsmouth,  in  order  ta 
embark  the  troops,  which  Clinton  expected  at  New  York. 
Lafinrette  retired  with  the  greater  part  of  his  armj,  having 
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disaiissed  all  his  militia,  to  the  forirs  of  Yoik  rirer,  where  H 
waa  permitted  to  repose  itself,  all  actire  operations  having 
ceased.  Duriiig  the  action  near  Jamestown,  his  person  waa 
greatlj  exposed,  and  he  had  a  horse  kilted  under  him.^ 

Thus  terminated  the  summer  campaign  of  lord  Cornwall 
lis,  in  Viiginia.  He' waa  at  the  head  of  an  army  completely 
£tted  for  the  ardooua  scenes  of  war,  warmly  attached  to 
their  commander,  proud  in  its  knowledge  of  its  own  ability, 
and  ready  to  encounter  every  difficulty  and  dai^er  On 
the  other  hand,  the  inferiority  of  Lafayette  in  numbers,  in 
^pialify,  in^cavalry,  in  arms  and  equipment,  was  very  great 
and  well  known. — ^Although,  says  Marshall,  no  brilliant  ser- 
vice was  achieved  by  this  young  nobleman,  titie  campaign  in 
Virginia  enhanced  Ms  military  reputation,  and  rtiised  him  in 
the  general  esteem.  That,  with  so  decided  an  inferiority  of 
effective  force,  and  especially  of  cavalry,  he  had  been  able 
to  keep  the  field  in  an  open  country,  and  to  preserve  a  great 
proportion  of  his  military  stores,  as  well  as  bis  army,  was 
believed  to  furnish  unequivocal  evidence  of  rthe  prudence 
and  vigour  of  his  conduct 

The  omission  of  lord  Comwallis  to  compel  Lafayette, 
manoeuvring  in  his  face  in  an  open  country,  to  battle,  b  in- 
explicable. Such  an  event,  with  his  vast  superiority  of  force, 
would  have  proved  the  ruin  of  the  American  army,  which 
was  frequently  and  unavoidably  in  situations  where  no  mili- 
tary skill  could  have  prevented  a  general  engagement  The 
American  general,  says  an  actor  in  those  scenes,  had  great 
difficulties  to  surmount,  as  well  as  to  guard  against  hisformi- 
dable  foe,  pressing  him  on  his  retreat.  Wayne,  directing  his 
most  efficient  aid,  was  far  to  his  right ;  and  the  baron  Steo* 
ben,  with  the  Virginia  levies,  was  as  far  on  his  left.  The 
public  stores  were  deposited  in  several  magazines  accessible 
to  the  enemy ;  and  the  great  body  of  the  inhabitants  below 

*  For  accounts  of  this  action.  Vide,  Marshall's  Waahineton,  Vol.  IV^ 

fk  440, 1,  2.  Botta's  American  War,Book  XIII.  H.  Lee's  Metnoin.  Vol. 
I,  S22-*-231.  Ramsay's  RcTolation,  p.   650.  Mem.  Histor.  sur.  M.  do 
La&yette,  p.  18.  Thachar'a  Journal,  p.  53a 
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Oe  moontuns.  were  flyiDg  fiwi  tb^  homes,  wHh  Aeir  wives, 
their  children,  and  flie  most  valuable  of  fhdr  personal  pro- 
perty, to  seek  protection  in  the  moontains.  The  state  aniho- 
rittes,  executive  and  legislative,  like  the  fljing  iidiabitants 
had  been  driven  from  the  seat  of  government,  chased  from 
Charlotteville ;  and,  at  length,  compelled  to  interpose  the 
Blue  Ridge  between  themselves  and  the  enemy,  to  secure  a 
leeling  place  at  Staiuiton. 

In  this  period  of  gloom,  of  disorder,  and  of  peril,  Lafkj^ 
ette  was  collected  and  undismayed.  With  zeal,  with  cour- 
age, and  with  sagacity,  he  discharged  his  arduous  duties, 
and  flirou^out  his  difficult  retreat,  was  never  brou^t  even 
to  array,  but  once,  in  order  for  battle.  Invigoratii^  our 
councils  by  his  precepts ;  dispelling  our  despondency  by  hn 
example ;  and  encouraging  his  troops  to  submit  to  their  many 
privations,  by  the  cheerfulness  with  which  he  participated 
in  flieir  wants,  he  imparted  the  energy  of  his  own  mind  to 
the  country,  and  infused  his  high  tonml  spirit  into  his  army.* 
His  efforts  were  crowned  with  success,  and  the  y6ung  French- 
man, with  the  jud^neut,  skill,  and  prudence  of  a  veteran, 
seared  the  laurels  of  that  British  general,  who,  in  the  north 
and  in  <he  south,  in  the  cabinet  and  in  the  fidd,  had  stood 
pre-eminent,— the  bulwark  of  great  Britain — ^the  terror  of 
America, 

No  American  ought  to  pass  over  the  interesting  occui^ 
rences  of  this  period  without  reflecting,  that  the  defence  of 
(be  great  state  of  Virginia,'  and  with  it,  of  all  the  states  in  the 
Union,  was  conducted  withHM>n8ummate  fidelity  and  skill,  by 
two  foreigners,  whom  the  voice  of  Providence  had  called  to 
our  aid  from  countries  almost  unknown  to  us,  and  from  na- 
tions which,  until  that  time,  we  had  regarded  only  widi  feel- 
ingB  of  hostilify.t 

Comwallis,  when  he  reached  Portsmouth,  proceeded  with 
diligence  to  «nbark  the  troops  destined  for  the  defence  of 

*  H.  Lee'B  Memoirs,  Vol.  II,  page  S33. 
t  Johnson's  Lifo  Greaiie,  YoL  U,  p.  SS. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


116  BISTORT  QW  THM. 

New-Yoik :  in  the  mefltotiana,  how€Mr,  be  reoeiTeA 
teromndkig  orders,  directiog  bin  to  return  to  Williamsbuii^ 
to  retain  all  the  troops  he  had  with  him,  and  instead  of  Ports- 
mouth,  to  establish  die  intended  post  at  Old  Point  Comfort 
The  principal  causes  which  determined  general  Clinton  to 
embrace  this  new  resolutioni  were  the  arrival  from  Europe 
of  a  re-enforcement  consisting  of  three  thousand  Germans, 
and  his  desire  to  open  a  passage  by  way  of  Hampton  and 
the  James  River,  toward  that  fertile  and  populous  part  of 
.Virginia  which  lies  between  the  James  and  Yoik  rivers: 
The  report  of  the  engineer  and  navy  officers,  appointed  to 
exapune  Old  Point  Cojpifart,  was  on&vourable,  and  lord 
jCqmwallis,  coinciding  in  the  same  opinion,  selected  York 
jMid  Gloucester,  not  far  above  the  mouth  of  York  River,  in- 
stead of  the  former  place. 

York  town  is  a  port9f  entry,  and  post-town,  of  Yii^nia, 
^d  the  capital  of  York  county.  It  is  i^reeably  situated  on 
the  south  side  of  York  River,  which  is  here  contracted  to 
the  bfoadth  of  a  mile»  and  confined  by  very  high  banks,  close 
un4er  whichvessels  of  the  largest  burden  may  ride  with  safe- 
Iff^  On  the  opposite,  or  left  bank,  of  the  river  is  situated 
Gloucester,  a  smaller  town,  built  upon  a  point  of  land  pro. 
jejctii^  ipto  the  river.  A  marshy  stream  flowing  on  die  ri^t 
of  Yorktown ;  and  in  firont  of  the  place,  for  the  distance  of 
1^  mile,  the  ground  is  open  and  level.  As  .the  spot  which 
ptroved  the  terminating  scene  of  the  revolution,  its  name 
will  be  revered  by  posterity,  while  liberty  has  an  advocate, 
and  reason  and  humanity,  a  friend. 

Before  the  twenty-third  of  August^  1781,  the  whole  Biit* 
ish  force  had  concentrated  in  die  position  of  York  and  Glou- 
i^ester.  With  a  regular  army  of  more  than  seven  tfiousaad 
men,  lord  ComwaUis  had  retreated  to  the  sea-coast  before 
rae  of  not  more  than  two  thousand,  three  hundred,  regulars ; 
T^  had  fivst  crowded  the  transports  which  had  been  sent 
from  New- York,  with  his  troops,  then  re-landed  them,  and 
finally,  breaking  up  from  Portsmouth  and  Norfolk,  took  vsf 
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lBtteftd-<]iiarteir8  at  York^town.  Upon  tlus  ground,  he  ap* 
plkd  hb  attention  to  intrench  himself  in  the  strongest  possi- 
ble manner,  and  pressed  forward,  with  zeal  and  assiduitj, 
the  completion  of  his  fortifications. 

As  soon  as  Laftiyette  received  intelligence  of  the  new 
position  taken  by  Comwallis,  he  re-crossed  the  Pamunkey, 
and  took  post  in  the  county  of  Kew-Kent  He  had  no  inten- 
tion of  attacking  the  enemy,  because,  at  that  period,  his  force 
did  not  admit  of  it ;  but  he  was  disposed,  at  least,  to  harass 
tiiem,  to  repress  their  excursions,  and  to  prevent  their  fora* 
giflg  in  the  country.  In  the'  defence  of  Virginia,  with  which 
be  had  been  entrusted  by  Washington,  he  had  acquitted  him- 
self in  the  most  satisfactory  and  mksterly  manner ;  sometimes 
by  his  manoeuvres,  holding  the  greatest  British  general  in 
America,  in  check,— -sometimes  combating  him  with  vigour-^ 
he  had  now  conducted  him  to  a  place,  where  he  might  hope 
to  be  assisted  by  the  poweifcl  French  fleet  that  was  expected 
on  the  American  coast 

At  a  conference  held  between  Washington  and  Rocham- 
beau,  the  siege  of  New  York  had  been  resolved  upon  by  tiie 
two  geniwab,  who  agreed  that  it  was  necessary  to  wrest  from 
the  English  that  shelter  which,  from  the  commencement  of 
hostilities  to  the  present  hour,  had  been  so  favourable  to 
their  interests.  All  the  movements  of  the  combined  armies 
were,  fitora  that  time,  directed  toward  this  object — But  it  is 
Bot  our  province  particularly  to  detail  the  causes  which  led 
to  the  telinquishment  of  tiiat  plan,  and  tranrferred  the  prin- 
cipal scene  of  war  to  the  state  of  Virginia.  Suffice  it  to  say, 
that  the  arrival  of  the  Grerman  re-enforcements  at  New  York, 
the  great  strength  of  the  garrison,  the  failure  of  the  states  in^ 
filling  up  their  battalions  and  embodying  tiieir  militia,  and, 
especially,  recent  intelligence  from  the  count  de  Grasse,  that 
his  destination  was  fixed  to  the  Chesapeake,  made  a  total 
change  in  the  plan  of  the  campaign.  General  Washington 
had  entertained  apprehensions,  early  in  the  month  of  August^ 
that  he  would  be  unable  to  accomplish  his  fiiivourite  object 
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.and  took  the  precaution  of  placing  himself  in  the  most  con- 
venient condition  to  march  to  Virginia,  should  he  be  com- 
pelled to  abandon  the  design  on  New- York. — Never  waa  a 
game  better  played  when  the  commander-in-chief  at  lengdi 
made  his  final  decision  to  march  against  ComwalUs.  Not- 
withstanding he  had  changed  his  plan,  he  resolved  to  nourish 
the  fears  of  his  adversary  for  New- York,  by  a  series  of  the 
most  spirited  demonstrations,  so  that  he  niight  not  penetrate 
his  real  design,  and  throw  obstacles  in  the  way  of  its  accom- 
plishment The  various  stratagems  practised  to  deceive  sir 
Henry  Clinton  perfectly  succeeded ;  and  that  general,  full 
of  apprehensions  for  the  safety  of  New- York,  was  indefatiga- 
ble in  multiplying  its  defences. 

The  change  in  the  plan  of  operations,  which  had  before 
been  suggested  to  Lafayette  as  probable,  was  now  commu- 
nicated to  that  nobleman,  as  certain ;  and  he  was  requested 
to  make  such  a  disposition  of  his  army  as  should  be  best  cal- 
culated to  prevent  lord  ComwalKs  from  saving  himself  by  a 
sudden  march  to  Charleston.  He  also  addressed  the  gover- 
nor of  Virginia,  urging  him  to  exert  all  his  powers  in  prepa- 
ring certain  specified  aids  of  men,  provisions,  wagons,  and 
implements,  which  the  conjuncture  demanded.  The  most  po- 
sitive intelligence  was  soon  received  by  Lafayette,  that  lord 
Comwallis  intended  to  penetrate,  with  his  army  from  York 
to  South  Carolina,  by  land,  and  that  in  consequence  of  the 
arrival  of  the  French  fleet,  he  was  about  moving  fix>m  York 
to  James  River,  and  was  getting  his  boats  across  from 
Queen's  creek  to  the  College-landing,  to  go  from  thence  to 
James-town,  and  then  crossing  James  River  to  Cobhams,  to 
proceed  from  that  place  to  South  Carolina.  These  indica- 
tions of  a  movement  to  the  south  were  immediately  commu- 
nicated to  general  Greene,  who,  in  order  to  counteract  it, 
/crossed  the  Santee  river  on  the  twelfth  of  September,  and 
despatched  orders  in  every  direction  for  the  collection  of  re- 
enforcements.  General  Lafayette  and  governor  Burke  had 
b/sen  long  on  their  guard  against  this  movement    The  for- 
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mer tnovvd  to  <be  bank  of  Jaaes  River  to  eounteract  it; 
and  MuhloDbui^  was  throwB  across  the  river  to  place  hinself 
ia  lord  ColmwalUs'  front  ;---*not  with  the  hope  of  resisting  faim 
in  Us  progress,  but  with  a  view  to  precede  him,  and  by  de- 
stroying all  the  means  of  subsistence  and  tran^ortation,  lo 
impede  his  progress  until  he  could  be  overtaken  by  a  iforce 
competent  to  cope  wiUi  hint* 

Upon  the  first  intelligence  of  this  movement  of  Comwaltts, 
Ihe  most  animated  measures  were  adopted  by  governor 
Burke,  to  co*operate  with  Muhlenburg.  Every  boat  on  the 
Roanoke,  Neuse,  and  Meherrin,  were  secured  under  guard 
or  destroyed;  every  crossing  place  yarded,  and  ciossed  by 
dbatis;  and  the  militia  were  ordered  out  en  mmsie.  The 
^fhole  slate  of  Narih  Carolina,  from  the  Dan  to  the  sei^ 
coast,  appears  to  have  been  set  in  motion  by  this  active  go- 
vernor. 

Lord  Comwallis  had  provided  a  -anmber  of  boato,  trani- 
portable  on  wagons,  in  the  nature  of  pontons ;  and  tibe  refr- 
•<Mis  which  led  to  the  relinquishment  of  his  project  of  retrciit 
•outhwardly,  mre  easily  dedncible  from  the  occurrences  of 
Che  day.  The  French  fleet  arrived  in  the  Chesapeake  on 
(he  first  of  September ;  a  few  days  after,  &e  British  fleet, 
under  admiral  Greaves,  made  its  appearance,  and  count  de 
Orasse  stood  out  of  the  Chesapeake,  and  engaged  him,  faavmg 
first  furnished  an  accession  of  strength  to  Lafayette,  which 
put  it  in  his  power  to  advance  upon,  and  alarm,  his  adverse 
ry.  This  was  the  period  of  the  attempt  ^f  lord  Comwallis 
to  escape  into  Carolina,  and  also  of  its  retinquishment  The 
arrival  of  die  French  fleet  suggested  the  movement ;  its  de- 
parture delayed  it,  until  he  found  himself  emrironed  with  dif- 
ficulties. Below  him,  he  saw  the  whole  country  in  arms  to 
oppose  his  retreat,  whilst  Greene  waited  in  the  south  to  re- 
ceive him  on  the  point  of  the  bayonet ;  above  him,  La&yette 
watched  his  opportunity  of  strikmg  when  he  should  expose 

«  JohQsoQ's  Xile  Greeai^  Vol  JI.  ehsp.  XVI,  p.  243.  at  «s^ 
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kbibak:  toward  tbo  ocem,  (be  feee  of  Ae  btj  was  tovef- 
ed  vith  the  fleets  of  France,  and  Washingtoa  was  adi^ncing 
laseiEOibiiii  in  his  toik.  Yet,  it  was  not  until  the  tisTtieth 
0t  Septenber,  that  he  found  hiiBaelf  entirelj  hemmed  in  en 
N  1b»  soolii,  aiad  compelled  to  cover  himself  beneath  the  shield 
4if  hia  entrenchments. 

On  the  thirtieth  of  August,  the  count  de  Gtasse  arrired  in 
the  Chesapeake  witib  twenty«eig^  saS  of  the  line  and  seve- 
lal  frigates.  As  aoonai  he  anchored,  he  was  boarded  by  an 
officer  £rom  La&yette,  announcing  his  situation,  and  that  of 
!tbe  enemy.  In  cooaeqnence  of  this  information,  he  iramo- 
diately  detached  four  ships  of  the  line  to  block  up  York  Ri^ 
irer,  and  employed  some  ol  his  frigates  in  oonveying  the  land 
forcesg  fatougM  from  Urn  West  In£e8  tmder  tiie  command 
of  tb^  marquis  de  St  Simon«  up  Jamet  River,  to  form  a 
junction  with  La&yette  at  Williamsbui^.  These  troopft 
were  pnncipally  drawn  irom  the  garrison  of  St.  Domingo, 
Iin4  amounted  to  three  Oouaand,  two  hundred  men.  Gene- 
cal  Lrfilayette  was  extremely  gratified  by  being  re*ei^rced 
with  so  considerable  a  number  of  his  own  countr]nnMn,  and 
at  the  increasmg  prospect  of  bebg  able  to  reader  in4H>rtant 
services  to  a  cause  in  which  he  had  engaged  wifli  such  no^ 
ble  and  ine^^tiDguishaUe  ardour*  He  had,  moreover,  fisk 
«ome  disquietude  relative  to  his  position.  He  was  ^pre* 
henaive  that  ComwalUs,  perceiving  the  circle  that  wsis  tra^ 
ced  around  him,  would  profit  of  the  superiority  which  he 
still  pofisesaed,  and  by  b^mg  upon,  and  overwhelming  him» 
escape  into  the  Carolinaa. — On  the  twenty-fifth  of  August, 
the  count  de  Barms  sailed  from  Newport,  Rhode  bland,  with 
eight  ships  of  the  line,  and  fourteen  tmosports  laden  widi 
heavy  artillery  and  auKtary  8t<»es,  proper  for  carrying  on  a 
siege,  and  formed  a  junction  with  de  Grasse  cm  tfie  foui^ 
teenth  of  September,  in  ^ue  Chesapeake. 

On  the  fi(Ui  of  September,  a  British  fleet,  commanded  by 
admiral  Greaves,  appeared  off  the  Chesapeake  bay.  Ordera 
were  immediately  given  by  de  Grasse  for  the  ships  to  slip 
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Jibfk  ciUei,  and  letrag  flieir  adchditge  ^mdid,«rcnlly 
to  form  the  line  as  Hiej  diodd  cone  ct|^^  An  tadecinve  eiH 
fBgoment  took  {ilace»  and  neither  admiral  coald  claim  Utt 
victory.  For  6we  inGcesflive  da7t«  4ie  hostile  fleets  conti^ 
iwed  in  view  of  eacb  other,  and  as  Hie  French  generally 
jBoaintained  the  wind,  it  was  in  the  power  <rf  de  Grasae  «l 
any  time  to  renew  the  engagement  Bat  the  captara  of  die 
Britiib  army  in  Virginia,  waa  an  object  of  too  much  impoi^ 
tance  to  be  put  in  haxard  by  an  action,  which  migbl  hKft 
lost  the  command  of  the  Chmapeake.  He  was  Bonaible  of 
his  advantages,  and  would  not  refer  to  tte  capricea  of  foi^ 
tnne,  the  decision  of  events  which  he  cenaidered  hhnself  as 
already  certain  of  controlling.  He  fooglit  for  the  nnditf- 
turbed  possession  of  the  Chesapeake,  and  thn  was  yielded 
by  the  enemy'a  return  into  port.  A  chief  object,  moreover, 
was  to  cover  the  ^eet  of  cennt  de  Bajrras,  e:q>ected  from 
Rhode  Islandf  whom,  on  his  retnini  be  fomid  sfeiely  anchoic* 
ed  in  the  Chesapeake,  having  passed  the  Britnli  s^iadroil 
in  the  n^;ht* 

In  die  mean  time  general  Washington  prepared  to  execute 
the  new  plan  of  operations  which  he  had  formed*  On  the 
nineteenth  of  August,  the  whole  American  army  was  put  in 
motion,  and  on  the  twentieth  and  twedty-fost,  the  troopi 
crosaed  the  Hudson,  and  proceeded  by  ibited  marefaes 
&rott^  JNew  Jersey,  to  Trenton  iq>on  the  Delaware.  The 
allied  army  pressed  its  march  with  all  possible  despatch;  and 
the  van  division,  when  it  reached  Etkton  en  tiie  northern 
extremity  of  the  Cbes^peidte  bay,  embarked  in  transports 
collected  for  its  conveyance.  The  centre  division  continued 
ks  march  to  Baltimore,  where  it  also  embarked ;  and  the  re- 
mainder of  the  troops,  and  some  of  die  baggage,  proceeded 
bj  land  through  Alexandria  and  Fredericksburg. 

General  Washington,  attended  by  the  count  de  Rocfaam* 

•  Batta'i  American  War,  Vel.  IIT,  Book  XTII,  p.  389L3.  H.  Lee's 
Memoirs,  Vol.  II.  Cbap.  XXXIV.  p.  317—3^.  ManhaU's  WaahiDgtoD, 
VoL  IV.  Chap.  JX,  p.  470-478. 
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bew  a&d  the  chevalier  de  Clitttelleux,  resched  Wtlliam»- 
hatf,  &e  headrquarters  of  Ldiayette,  on  the  fottrtcenth  of 
Sei^mber,  and  proceedii^  immediately  to  Hampton^  went 
oa  hoard  die  VilU  dt  Porit,  where  the  plan  of  the  siege  was 
concerted  with  count  de  Grasse.— The  gaUant  Lafayette 
utm  had  a  fresh  opportanitj  of  exerting  his  personal  infln* 
«ice  in.  favour  of  the  land  in  defence  of  *^di08e  liberties  he 
had  shed  his  blood.  De  6rasse>  having  received  infonna- 
4ioii  thataix  ahips  of  the  line,  under  the  command  of  admiral 
Digby,  had  reached  New  York,  coaisidered  it  certain  flnt 
4be  Britiah  fleet  would  be  induced,  by  tius  addition  to  its 
strength,  to  attempt  every  thing  for  the  relief  of  lord  Com- 
widlis.  Thinking  his  -present  situation  unfavourable  for  a 
naval  combat,  he  designed  to  change  it ;  and  eonmiunieated 
to  general  Washington  his  intention  to  leave  a  few  frigates, 
to  block  up  the  mou&s  of  James  and  York  rivers,  and  to  put 
to  sea  widi  his  fleet  in  quest  of  the  enemy.  If  they  should 
not  have  left  the  harbour  of  New  York,  he  proposed  to 
block  them  up  in  that  place.  The  commander-in-chief  was 
exceedingly  alarmed  at  this  communication.  Such  a  mea* 
sure  would  have  exposed  to  the  caprice  of  fortune,  an  event 
of  infinite  importance,  which  was  now  reduced  to  almost  cer« 
tain  calculation.  The  marquis  de  Lafayette  was  according- 
ly despatched  an  board  the  ViUe  de  Paris,  vrith  a  letter  dis- 
suading count  de  Grasse  from  so  dangerous  a  measure :  but 
it  is  believed  that,  without  the  interference  and  personal  ap- 
plication of  the  marquis,  the  French  admiral  would  have  per- 
severed in  carrying  into  execution  a  design,  which  might 
have  given  to  the  enemy,  during  his  absence,  a  temporary 
naval  superiority  in  those  waters,  and  the  army  of  Comwallis 
might  then,  with  the  loss  of  his  artillery,  and  a  few  men,  have 
been  placed  in  perfect  security.  When  we  consider  that  the 
capture  of  Comwallis  sealed  the  destinies  of  ttie  union, — 
that  his  escape  would  have  protracted  the  war,  and  entirely 
cl)anged  the  prosperous  aspect  of  public  affairs — and  that  a 
long  series  of  bloodshed  and  desolation  would  have  been 
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flieceby  reiiewed,«---we  matt  regard  dM. happy  exercise  of 
personal  uflueiice  and  persuasive  talent,  as  one  among  the 
biigbtest  acts  in  his  American  career  of  glory. 

The  last  division  of  the  allied  anny  landed  in  the  neig^ 
hoorhood  of  Williamsbuiig,  on  tfaetlrenty«fifth  of  September, 
and  the  whole  force  being  now  collected,  it  moved,  on  the 
twenty-eighth,  in  four  colCimns,  toward  York4own,  and  sat 
down  about  two  miles  in  front  of  the  enemy*  The  next  day 
the  right  wing,  consistii^  of  Americans,  extended  fuHber  to 
the  right,  a^nd  occupied  the  groiind  east  of  Beaveinlam  creek ; 
while  the  left  wing,  consisting  of  the  French,  was  stationed 
on  the  west  side  of  that  credc.  In  the  coarse  of  the  night, 
lord  Comwallis  withdrew  within  his  innex  lines,  and  the  sub* 
sisquent  day,  the  abandoned  ground  was  occupied  by  Wash- 
ington, ready  to  open  trenches,  wheneTer  the  ordnance,  and 
other  re<|ui8ite  implements,  arrived  at  camp.  Notwithstand- 
ing his  inde&tigable  exertions,  their  transportation  was  not 
completed  before  the  sixth  of  October.  In  the  mean  time  a 
rigid  blockade  of  the  post  of  Gloucester  was  instituted  by 
general  Choise,  after  a  sharp  skinmsh,  which  resulted  in  the 
defeat  of  the  British. 

On  the  night  of  the  sixth  of  October,  the  first  parallel  was 
commenced  within  six  hundred  yards  of  ttie  British  lines, 
and  as  every  man  observed  profound  silence,  no  discoveiy 
of  the  operation  took  place  before  the  return  of  daylight,  1^ 
which  time  the  trenches  were  in  such  forwardness,  as  to  co- 
ver  the  men.  Before  the  tenth,  several  batteries  and  re* 
doubts  were  completed  along  the  fosse,  many  of  them  mount- 
ed, which,  opening  in  succession,  dismounted  and  silenced  a 
number  of  the  enemy's  guns,  and  demolished  their  wories  in 
different  places.  When  all  the  batteries  on  the  first  parallel 
were  completed,  the  fire,  on  the  eleventh  and  twelitti,  became 
so  heavy,  that  it  tore  in  pieces  most  of  the  enemy's  batteries, 
dismounting  their  ordnance  in  every  direction.  The  shells 
a^d  red  hot  balls  reached  even  the  ships  in  the  harbour. 
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ifrbere  tbe  CbaroA,  of  fortj-foar  gimfl,  woA  tbfee  traii8{M>r(i^ 
were  entirely  consuooed. 

Washington  now  ooatioaed  to  ui^ge  his  operations,  and,  oil 
the  m^t  of  the  eleventfa,  opened  his  second  parallel,  within 
three  hundred  yards  of  the  British  lines.  The  same  order 
wasfpiven,  commanding  silence,  which  was  strictly  observed, 
and  the  trendi  was  nearly  completed  before  the  dawn  of 
day.  Notwithstanding  ttie  nnexampled  rapidity  widi  which 
the  siege  was  conducted,  and  the  unexpected  condition  in 
which,  he  now  found  himself  inTolved,  lord  Comwallis,  rely- 
ing on  succour  from  New-Yoik,  determined,  wilh  unappalled 
courage,  to  mamtam  his  lines.  He  endeavoured  to  arrest  the 
piogrett  of  the  besiegers  by  a  deklge  of  bombs  and  balls,  and 
daring  the  three  suceeedisf  days,  which  were  devoted  to  the 
completion  of  the  second  parallel,  and  of  tbie  batteries  con- 
structed in  it,  the  fire  of  ttie  garrison  became  more  destruc- 
lifve  than  at  any  other  time.  ^ 

Two  redoubts,  advanced  three  hunditd  yards  in  firont  of 
tbe  enemy's  woiks,  danked  the  second  paraHel,  and  directed 
their  fire  with  severe  efiect.  It  was  necessary  to  possess 
these  redoubts,  and  Washington  determmed  to  rilence  them 
with  the  baydnet  To  avail  himself  of  the  spirit  of  emula* 
tioB  existing  between  tte  troops  of  the  two  nations,  the  at- 
tack of  the  one  was  committed  to  the  Americans,  and  of  tbe 
other,  to  the  Frenck  The  American  detachment  composed 
of  light  infantry,  was  conunanded  by  tbe  marquis  de  La&y- 
ette,  who  conducted  the  assault  in  person,  and  die  baron  de 
Vimninil  led  tbe  grenadiers  and  chasseurs  of  France,  against 
the  redoubt,  which,  being  httber  toward  the  British  ri^,  ap- 
proached rather  nearer  to  the  French  lines.  Major  Camp 
lieli,  with  sixty  men,  defended  the  first,  and  lieutenant-colonel 
J<rfmson,  with  one  hundred  and  seventy  men  defended  the 
latter,  redoubt  On  the  fourteenth  of  October,  as  soon  as  it 
was  dark,  the  two  detachments  marched  with  equal  firmness 
to  the  assault  The  attack  was  extremely  impetuous.  On 
its  success  depended,  in  a  great  measure,  that  of  the  siege. 
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Rd^ping  entimljr  on  flieir  tayoBete,  the  AnlbiiofliQB  adtaacaS 
with  unloaded  arms,  and  rosbed  ta  the  chaige  with  bo  much 
ardour,  that  thej  did  not  allow  the  sappers  tinie  to  remove 
the  abatis  and  pallisades.  Passing  over  them,  they  assaulted 
the  works  with  irresistible  impetuosity^  on  all  sides  at  once, 
and  entered  them  with  suqh  rapiditjr,  that  their  loss  was  in- 
considerable, and  the  enemy,  astonished  at  so  much  aadacityt 
was  instantly  overpowered.  Major  Campbell,  a  captain,  an 
ensign,  and  seventeen  privates,  were  made  prisoners ;  eight 
privates  were  killed,  and  a  few  escaped.  On  the  part  of  the 
Americans,  one  sergeant  and  eig^t  privates,  were  killed;  and 
one  lieutenant-colonel,  four  captains,  one  subaltern,  ane  ser* 
geant,  and  twenty-five  rank  and  file  wounded.'^The  redoubt 
upon  the  left  made  a  more  formidaUe  resistance ;  but  the  in* 
trepidity  of  the  assailants  was  irresistible,  and  it  was  carried 
with  the  bayonet  The  commandant  esciqped ;  ei^bteen  men 
were  killed ;  and  forty-two,  among  whom  were  acaptain  and 
two  subaltern  officers,  were  made  prisoners.  The  loss  of 
the  assailants  was  very  aevere,  b^mg  about  one  hundred  in 
killed  and  wounded. 

The  humanity  of  the  conquerors  was  equal  to  their  cou- 
rage. Notwithstanding  the  recent  horrid  and  baibarous  out* 
rage  committed  at  Fort  Griswold,  in  Connecticut,  where 
the  greater  part  of  the  garrison  was  murdered  in  cold  blood 
by  a  detachment  under  the  command  of  Ae  apostate  Aiw 
nold,  who  re4oced  the  town  of  New-London  to  ashesi  and 
where  tfie  sword  surrendered  by  the  commanding  officer  of 
the  fort,  ccdonel  Ledyard,  was  immediately  plunged  into  his 
bosom, — notwidistanding  these  diabolical  deeds,  the  irri- 
tation which  they  produced  had  not  so  far  subdued  die  hu* 
manity  of  the  American  character  as  to  induce  retaliation. 
Not  a  man  was  killed  except  in  action.  *'  Incapable,"  said 
colonel  Hamilton  in  his  report,  "  of  imitating  examples  of 
barbarity,  and  forgetting  recent  provocation,  die  soldiery 
spared  every  man  that  ceased  to  resist"  Nevertheless,  Mr. 
Gordon,  in  his  History  of  the  American  war,  states,  that  or* 
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iisn  were  fffetk  by  La& jette,  with  tbe  apprabation  of  Wasli^ 
ingtoo,  that  every  man  in  die  redoubt,  after  its  surrender, 
should  be  put  to  the  sword.  This  charge  is  absolutely  false. 
These  sanguinary  orders,  so  repugnant  to  the  character  of 
Washington,  and  of  Lafayette,  were  never  given.  There  is 
no  trace  of  diem  among  Ibe  papers  of  the  commander-in^ 
chief;  and  colonel  Hamilton,  whose  participation  in  ttie  en- 
terprise assures  bis  perfect  knowledge  of  every  material  oc- 
currence, has  publicly  contradicted  the  statement.^ 

Washington  was  hi^y  gratified  wiA  the  splendid  termi- 
nation of  this  double  assault,  which  was  no  less  useful  to  the 
allies  than  it  was  honourable  to  their  arms.  He  remarics  in 
his  diary,  that "  the  bravery  exhibited  by  liie  attacking  troops 
was  emulous  and  praiseworthy.  Few  cases  have  exhibited 
greater  proo&  of  intrepidity,  coolness,  and  firmness,  than 
were  shown  on  this  occasion."  The  orders  of  the  succeed- 
ing day  expressed  a  high  sense  of  the  judicious  dispositions 
and  galhmt  conduct  of  'both  the  marquis  de  Lafayette  and 
the  baron  de  Viominil,  and  conclude  in  the  ibUowii^  main 
ner :  **  The  general  reflects,  with  the  highest  degree  of  plea- 
sure, on  the  confidence  which  the  troops  of  the  two  nations 
must  hereafter  have  in  each  other.  Assured  of  mutual  sup- 
port, he  is  convinced  there  is  no  danger  which  they  wiU'not 
cheerfully  encounter, — no  difficulty  which  they  will  not 
bravely  overcome." 

Nodiing  could  exceed  the  vigour  with  which  Washington 
now  urged  on  his  operations :  before  dayli^t  the  two  re- 
doubts were  included  in  the  second  parallel ;  and  by  five  in 
the  afternoon  some  howitzers,  which  had  been  placed  in 
fliem,  were  opened  on  the  besieged. 

The  situation  of  Comwallis  was  now  become  desperate: 
he  perfectly  foresaw  that  when  &e  besiegers  should  have 
opened  the  fire  of  the  batteries  of  their  second  parallel,  all 
means  of  resistance  would  be  at  an  end.    The  greater  part 

*  Manball's  Life  Washington,  Vol.  IV,  Chap.  IX^  p.  486.  noU.  Gar- 
deQ*i  Anecdotei,  p.  908. 
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ef  bis  ^t&kery  was  disiiioiiiited,  brdken,  or  otheiwiie  ^mm^ 
bled ;  the  walk  were  crombled  into  the  ditches,  in  a  word, 
ahnost  all  the  defences  were  razed.  He  therefore  resolved 
by  a  Tigorous  sortie^  to  retard,  as  much  as  possible  the  com* 
pletion  of  the  batteries  in  the  second  parallel.  A  detach^ 
ment,  accordingly,  sallied  from  the  town,  on  the  night  of  the 
sixteenth  of  October,  who  made  themselyes  masters  of  two 
batteries,  guarded  by  French  troops.  But  they  were  furiously 
charged  by  the  Vic(«ite  de  NoaiUes^  who  drove  them  before 
him  into  the  town,  and  the  few  cannon  which  they  had  has* 
tily  spiked,  were  soon  rendered  fit  for  service. 

Comwallis  now  found  himself  reduced  to  the  alternative 
of  surrenderii^,  or  of  attes^ting  his  escape.  .Incapable  of 
suboiitting  so  long  as  such  an  event  could  possibly  be  avoid- 
ed, he  proposed,  with  profound  secrecy,  to  pass  his  army  in 
the  night  to  Gloucester,  garnishing  the  works  with  his  con* 
valescents,  and  leaving  behind  his  ba^age  of  every  sort,  his 
sick,  wounds,  shipping,  and  stores.  He  intended,  after  c\it* 
ting  to  pieces,  or  dispersing  the  troops  which  invested  Glou- 
cester, to  force  his  way  through  Maryland,  Pennsylvania, 
and  New-Jersey,  and  form  a  junction  with  the  army  in  New 
York.  In  prosecution  of  this  bold  and  desperate  attempt, 
he  passed  over,  early  in  the  night,  the  first  division  of  his 
army  to  Gloucester,  &e  other  division  being  ready  to  em- 
bark for  the  same  shore  as  soon  as  the  boats  returned.  But 
the  decree  of  Providence  rendered  his  plan  abortive.  A 
violent  storm  of  wind  and  rain  suddenly  arose,  and  forced 
die  retumii^  boats  down  the  river,  considerably  bebw  the 
town.  Day  appeared  before  they  reached  their  destination ; 
and  the  forenoon  was  occupied  in  bringing  back  the  troops 
which  had  passed. 

On  the  seventeenth,  the  second  parallel  was  completed, 
and  the  besiegers  opened  a  tremendous  fire  from  all  their 
batteries,  showering  the  bombs  copiously,  even  into  the  riv- 
er. The  enemy's  defences  were  every  where  falling  under 
Ae  destructive  fire ;  and  Comwallis,  being  sensible  that  his 
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poolioD  was  no  longer  tenable,  and  prefeniog  tile  lives  pf 
Iiifl  brave  troops  to  tibe  honour  fhejr  might  have  acquired  in 
a  murderous  and  desperate  assault,  sent  a  flag  to  Washing-* 
ton,  proposing  a  cessation  of  amis  for  twenty-four  hours,,  and 
that  conunissioners  mi^t  be  appointed  on  both  sides  for  set- 
tling (he  terms  of  capitulation.  Two  houia  only  were  grant- 
ed ;  and  this  armistice  resulted,  after  a  series  of  n^;atia- 
tions,  during  which  the  suspension  of  hostilities  was  pro- 
longed, in  the  final  surrender  by  lord  Comwallis,  on  the 
nineteenth  of  October,  1781,  of  the  posts  of  York  and 
Gloucester  Point,  with  the  garrisons  which  had  defended 
them,  and  the  sUpping  in  the  harbour  with  their  aeamen,  to 
the  land  and.  naval  officers  of  America  and  Frsince.* 

It  is  statedt  that  Comwallis,  struck  with  the  persevering 
skill  and  gallantry  of  Lafayette,  of  which  he  was  a  feeling 
and  competent  judge,  requested,  as  a  favour,  that  he  might 
treat  wi^,  and  surrender  his  drmy  to  him  alone ;  but  gener 
ral  Lincoln  was  appointed  to  receive  the  submission  of  the 
royal  army,  precnely  in  the  same  manner  as  his  own  had 
been  conducted,  about  eighteen  months  before. 

General  Lafayette,  ranked  among  the  most  active  and  in* 
trepid  of  the  general  officers  at  the  si^e  of  York-town,  and 
promoted  with  unceasing  perseverance  the  completion  of 
Che  glorious  scheme,  to  which  his  efforts  had  so  long  been 
directed.  In  the  orders  issued  the  day  after  the  capitula- 
tion, he  was  particularly  mentioned  by  the  commander-in« 
chtef :  and  when  we  consider  the  long  aeries  of  dangers  and 
skilful  manasuvres,  by  which  he  finally  conducted  Comwal* 
lis  into  the  toils  of  Washington,  we  must  justly  bestow  upon 
die  youthful  warrior,  a  large  portion  of  the  glory  which  at- 

*  The  articles  of  capitulation  were  dialled  by  lieatenant  colonel 
Lanrena,  and  the  vitcoant  de  NoaiUet,  of  the  allied  arm^  and  colonel 
Dundas,  and  major  Ross,  on  the  part  of  the  British.  It  is  remarkable, 
that  while  colonel  Laurens  was  drawing;  up  these  articles,  his  father 
was  ctoeely  confined  in  the  Tower  of  London,  of  which  lord  Comwal* 
lis  WM  oomstable.  By  this  singular  combination  of  circumstaaoesy  his 
lordship  became  a  prisoner  to  the  son  of  his  own  prisoner. 

f  Mem.  Hiitor.  et  Pieces  Jkcthent  tor  M.  de  LafiiyBtte^  p>  3»  a. 
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tended  ihe  ezterminatioa  of  the  Brili^b  flag  from  flie  thores 
of  the  Union. 

The  news  of  this  glorious  and  important  victory  created 
transports  of  joy  from  one  extremity  of  the  Union  to  the 
other.  The  remembrance  of  past  evils  was  universaUy  lost 
amid  the  most  brilliant  anticipations.  The  firm  establishment 
of  independence  was  no  longer  doubted;  and  every  one 
looked  forward  with  confidence  to  the  fast  approaching  teiv 
mination  of  their  toils  and  privations.  In  iidl  parts  of  th^ 
United  States,  solemn  festivals  and  rejoicings  celebrated  th0 
triumph  of  American  fortune,  and  the  downfall  of  that  of  tba 
enemy.  The  names  of  Washington^-^Rochambeau, — de 
Gra8se,-^€jafayette, — resounded  eveiy  where.  The  provio* 
cial  assemblies,  the  universities,  the  literary  societies,  9^ 
dressed  to  them,  the  sincere  homage  of  their  felicitatioofl 
and  admiration. — Congress  united  the  authorit^r  of  its  de*r 
crees  to  the  unanimous  acclaim  of  the  people,  it  addressed 
&axiks  to  the  generals,  as  well  as  to  the  officers  and  soldiers 
of  the  victorious  army.  It  ordained  that  a  marble  columA 
should  be  erected  at  York-town,  adorned  with  emblems  of - 
tiie  alliance  between  the  United  States  and  the  king  of 
France,  and  inscribed  with  a  succint  narrative  of  the  suii 
render  of  Cornwallis.  Nor  did  they  stop  here.  Desiroujf 
that  the  chiefs  of  the  allied  forces  should  carry  with  them 
into  retirement,  some  of  the  troplues  of  their  prowess,  thejr 
presented  to  Washington,  two  of  the  standards  taken  from 
the  enemy ;  to  admiral  de  Grasse,  two  field  pieces ;  and^  t 
like  number  to  general  Rochambeau..  They  repaired  iq  a 
body  to  the  Dutch  Lutheran  Church,  to  return  thanks  tQ 
Almighty  God,  for  the  recent  victory ;  and  issued  a  special 
proclamation  appointing  the  thirteenth  day  of  December,  as 
a  day  of  general  thanksgiving  and  prayer,  oh  account  of  so 
signal  an  interposition  of  divine  Providence.* 

*  For  acoovnts  of  the  siege  and  sarrender  of  f  ork»  vide  MafihaU*^ 

WMhinffton,  Vol.  lY,  Cliap.  IX.  p.  485.  r49S.  Ramsay's  Eevoltttioo,  p» 

«50— 56?.  ThacJ»er*i  Journal,  p.  5tl6.  Johnmin's  Creene,  Vol.  II,  p.  64t 

es«  84%  5.  H  Lee's  Memoirs,  Vol.  11.  p   245  <i46,  307,  37S.  Andrelv^ 
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Soon  after  the  Buireuder  of  York,  the  personal  mAnehce 
of  Lafayette  was  again  called  in  requisition  by  the  comman^ 
Aer*in^hief.  In  a  letter  addressed  to  the  coant  de  Grasse, 
Washington  had  urged  everj  argument  to  prevsdl  on  him  to 
give  his  aid  to  an  expedition  against  Charleston.  To  enforce 
the  representations  contained  in  his  letter,  he  repaired  on 
board  the  admiral's  ship,  the  Yille  de  Paris,  in  company  with 
Lafayette ;  and  on  his  return,  left  that  nobleman  for  the  pur- 
pose of  using  bis  influence  in  support  of  the  request  which 
had  been  made.  But  all  was  unavailing;  and  de  Grasse 
Conclusively  replied,  that  "  the  orders  of  his  court,  ulterior 
projects,  and  his  engagements  with  the  Spaniards,  rendered 
it  impossible  for  him  to  remain  on  the  coast,  durii^  the  time 
which  would  be  required  for  the  operation."  The  marquis, 
however,  obtained  his  consent  to  convoy  a  detachment  of 
two  thousand  Americans  to  Wilmington,  and  to  cover  their 
landing.  This  corps,  which  was  destined  to  re-enforce  the 
army  of  general  Greene,  was  put  under  the  command  of  La- 
fiiyette,  with  orders  to  possess  himself  of  Wilmington,  situ* 
ated  fifteen  miles  up  the  Cape  Fear,  which  was  still  held  by 
the  British,  and  thence  to  march  to  the  southern  head-quar- 
ters. As  Ae  time  of  embarkation  approached,  the  admiral 
found  it  necessary  to  recedct  from  this  engagement,  from  the 
necessity  of  being  in  the  West  Indies  at  a  certain  time,  and 
ttie  American  commander  was  thus  deprived  of  the  advan- 
tage to  be  derived  from  the  facile  and  expeditious  convey- 
ance of  his  re-enforcement  as  at  first  arranged.* 

Preparations  were  accordingly  made  for  marching  them  by 
land.  But  Lafayette  was  once  more  arrested  in  his  south- 
em  progress.    Negotiations  for  peace  soon  demanded  hia 

Americui  War,  Vol.  IV.  194,  S.  StedmaD's  Aroericftn  War,  Vol.  IL 
Notice  Biorraph.  p.  6.  Garden's  Aneodotea,  p.  307, 30a  Botta's  Amer. 
War,  Vol.  If  I,  p.  374,  401,  Port  Folio,  Vol.  XIX,  p.  502.  TouloofreoD, 
History  de  France,  Vol.  I,  Append,  p.  97.  Mem.  Hist,  sur  M.  de  La- 
ftLyette,  p  8,  9.  20,  34. 

t  H  Lee's  Memoin,  Vol.  11,  p.  370, 1.  Manhall'i  Washington,  Vol 
nr*  p,  600.  L 
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presence  in  Europe,  to  lend  to  the  American  cause  the  aid 
of  his  industry  and  zeal.  Apprehensions  were  entertained 
that  France  was  not  ardent  in  her  wishes  for  peace ;  and  the 
influence  and  iiutelligence  of  the  marqius,  it  was  thoug^t» 
would  contribute  to  the  support  of  the  .^erican  negotiation; 
Previous  to  his  departure  from  York-town,  he  issued  his  last 
affectionate  orders  to  his  favourite  corps  of  infantiy,  ia 
which  are  contained  the  following  expressions :  "  In  the  mo* 
ment  the  major*general  leaves  this  place,  he  wishes  once 
more  to  express  his  gratitude  to  the  brave  corps  of  li^t  in* 
iantrj,  who,  for  nine  months  past,  have  been  the  companions 
of  his  fortunes.  He  will  never  foiiget,  that  with  them  alone, 
of  r^ular  troops,  he  had  the  good  fortune  to  manoeuvre  be* 
fore  an  army,  which)  after  all  its  reductions,  is  still  six  times 
itf  trior  to  the  regular  force  he  had  at  that  time." 

in  the  month  of  November,  1781,  general  Lafayette  pro* 
ceeded  to  Philadelphia,  where  he  was  hailed  with  joyful  ac* 
clamations,  and  received  the  most  flattering  marks  of  grati* 
tude  and  respect  from  the  inhabitants.  To  whatever  quar- 
ter he  directed  his  steps,  he  was  accompanied  with  the  ad* 
miration  and  applause  of  the  people ;  and  his  journey  was 
one  perpetuated  scene  of  joy  and  festivity.  ^ 

The  field  for  military  operations  was  now  very  qauch  con- 
tacted; important  negotiations  were  pending  in  Europe> 
hoth  with  regard  to  supplies  and  peace ;  and  the  marqijiis, 
believing  that  be  might  more  effectually  serve  the  cause  of ; 
America  by  his  presence  beyond  the  Atlantic,  again  obtain* 
ed  leave  to  embark  for  France.  The  credit  which  he  pos- 
sessed at  the  court  of  France,  and  the  use  which,  from  his 
avowed  attachment  to  the  United  Statea,  he  would  probably 
make  of  it»  induced  congress  to  add  to  th£^  resolutions  which 
expressed  their  sense  of  his  meritorious  services,  others,  re* 
questing  their  ministers  in  Europe  to  confer  with  him  on  the 
situation  of  American  af&irs,  and  to  employ  his  assistance 
in  accelerating  such  supplies  as  might  be  afforded  by  his 
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iiioit  chiiitiaii  maJMty.  Ingrantiog  his.reqoest  for  leave  of 
•btence,  congreflB,  on  the  tweaty-thtrd  of  Novemberi 

Resolved,  That  major^neral  the  marquis  de  Lafayette 
have  perminioa  to  go  to  France ;  and  that  he  retarn  at  aoch 
time  as  shall  be  most  conirenient  to  him. 

That  he  be  informed,  that  on  a  review  of  his  conduct 
Aroiighoiit  the  past  campaign,  and  particalarly  daring  the 
period  in  which  he  had  die  chief  command  in  Virginia,  the 
many  new  proofs  which  present  themselves  of  his  zealous 
attachment  to  the  cause  he  has  espoused,  and  of  his  ju^ 
ment,  vigilance,  gallantry,  and  address,  in  its  defence,  have 
greatly  added  to  the  high  opinion  entertained  by  congress  of 
his  merits  and  military  talents. 

That  he  make  imown  to  tiie  officers  and  troops  whom  he 
commanded  daring  that  period,  that  the  brave  and  enterpri- 
sing services  with  which  fhey  seconded  his  zeal  and  efibrts^ 
and  which  enabled  him  to  defeat  the  attempts  of  an  enemy 
&r  superior  in  numbers,  have  been  beheld  by  congress  mOt 
particular  satisfaction  and  approbation : 

That  tiie  secretary  of  foreign  afialrs  acquaint  the  minis- 
ters  plenipotentiary  of  the  United  States,  that  it  is  the  de- 
sign of  congress  that  they  confer  with  the  marquis  de  Lafay- 
ette, and  avail  themselves  of  his  information  relative  to  the 
utuation  of  public  afiairs  in  the  United  States  : 

That  tiie  secretary  for  foreign  aflbirs  further  acquaint  the 
minister  plenipotentiary  at  tiie  court  of  Versailles,  that  be 
wQl  conform  to  tiie  intention  of  coi^ress  by  consulting  with, 
ci^d  employing  the  assistance  of,  the  marquis  de  Lafoyette, 
in  acbelerating  the  supplies  which  may  be  afforded  by  his 
most  christian  majesty,  for  tiie  use  of  the  United  States : 

That  the  superintendant  of  finance,  the  secretary  for  for- 
eign affidrs,  and  tiie  board  of  war,  make  such  communica- 
tions to  the  marquis  de  Lafayette,  touching  the  affairs  of  their 
respective  departments,  as  will  best  enable  him  to  fulfil  the 
purpose  of  the  two  resohitions  immediately  preceding : 
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That  fte  auperintendant  of  finance  take  order  for  disehaig* 
ing  the  engagements  entered  into  by  the  marquis  de  Lafay- 
ette, with  the  merchants  of  Baltimore,  referred  to  in  the  act 
<rf*  the  twenty-^foorflk  of  May  last.* 

Ordered,  That  the  superintendant  of  finance  furnish  the 
marquis  de  Lafayette,  with  a  proper  conveyance  to  France : 

That  the  secretary  for  foreign  afiairs  report  a  letter  to  his 
most  Christian  majesty,  to  be  sent  by  the  marquis  de  Lafay- 
ette. 

In  additi<Hi  to  these  testimonials  of  the  love,  gratitude, 
and  confidence,  of  the  national  legislature,  he  was  furnished 
by  the  great  Robert  Morris,  superintendant  of  finance,  with 
a  most  flattering  letter  to  his  excellency,  Benjamin  Franklin, 
Bunister  in  France,  dated  the  twenty-seventh  of  November, 
1781,  of  which  Ae  following  is  an  extract : 

*'  The  marquis  de  La&yette  whois  about  to  sail  for  Franee, 
wffl  have  the  honour  to  deliver  this  letter,  and,  ccMosistently 
with  the  acts  of  congress  of  the  twenty-third  instant,  I  must 
xeqnoit  you  to  commmncate  it  to  him ;  and,  from  time  to 
time,  to  take  his  aid.  in  the  prosecution  of  the  business  which 
i  Bmat  recommend  to  your  particular  attention.  The  a&irt 

*  This  reiolatioo  refers  to  the  nuftpXy  of  shoes,  ftc.  procured  by  (he 
tMnpns  OD  his  fnmite  credit  in  Baltimore,  f o  the  mooOi  of  ApriL  Oa 
the  tireoly- fourth  of  May,  I781»  cosfress  adopted  the  foUowiof  resoln* 


Reeohed^  That  eoogress  eatettain  a  jutt  sense  of  the  patriotic  and 
^melj  exertions  of  the  merchants  of  Bahimore,  who  so  generously  sup- 
plied the  marauis  de  LalaTette,  with  about  two  thousand  guineas,  to 
enable  him  to  forward  the  detaohment  under  bis  command : 

That  the  marqnit  de  Lafoyette  be  assured  that  ooegnss  will  take 
proper  measures  to  discharge  the  engsigeiDents  he  has  entered  into  with 
me  merchants. 

From  these  resolatioDS«  it  would  appear  that  the  marquis  merely  aol* 
ed  as  the  agent  of  congress ;  and  no  ooe  would  im^ioe  from  their 
tenor,  that  that  body  had  not  suflicieot  credit  to  procure  the  loan,  and 
tihat  La^yette,  acoomplidied  It  on  bis  Dri?ale  respoosibitity.— U  woold 
bare  been  more  noble  to  have  acknowledged  the  obligation^  and  voted 
to  the  marauis  the  thanks  whieh  be  deserved.  It  might  hare  wounded 
the  self^mde  of  membem,  as  indi¥idttals,  hnt  woold  have  exalted  the 
I  legislature. 
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of  mj  dqwrtmeDt  are  of  a  nature  not  to  require  cooceabnent ; 
but  even  if  that  were  not  the  case,  I  have  such  perfect  con- 
fidence, as  well  in  the  prudence  of  the  marquis,  as  in  his  at- 
tachment to  this  country,  that,  the  acts  of  congress  out  of  the 
question,  I  should  feel  a  pleasure  in  making  him  acquainted 
•with  my  views  and  wishes.  Indeed,  I  expect  that  his  zeal 
and  activity  will  gp  (ar  in  smoothing  the  waj  towards  the 
accomplishment  of  those  objects  which  jour  excellency  has 
to  solicit/' 

In  the  month  of  December,  1 781 ,  be  embarked  for  Europe, 
accompanied  by  the  affections  and  regrets,  and  loaded  with 
the  gratitude,  of  the  American  people. 

The  affection  which  the  marquis  bore  toward  the  iUuatri- 
ous  Waslnngton  was  as  pure  and  as  holy,  as  that  of  a  lover 
towards  his  mistress.  Far  from  presuming  to  endeavour  to 
scale  the  height  upon  which  Washington  stood, — a  hei^t 
inaccessible  to  any  other  man  ; — ^far  from  attempting  to  dt- 
vide  with  him  Ae  wonder  and  veneration  of  &e  world ; — he 
looked  up  to  him  only  as  a  father  and  a  friend,  and  as  a  model, 
which  though  he  would  never  equal,  he  might  yet  copy  at  a 
distance.  During  the  intrigues  Oiat  were  in  agitation  against 
his  revered  patron,  in  the  year  177S,  which  had  for  their  ob* 
ject  the  deposition  of  the  commander-in-chief,  Lafayette, 
like  another  Patroclus,  buckled  on  his  armour  in  defence  of 
his  Achilles,  who  disdained  to  notice  the  malignant  attacks  , 
of  those  restless  spirits,  whose  only  aim  was  the  aggrandize- 
ment of  themselves  and  their  friends  at  the  expense  of  oth« 
ers.  As  to  general  Conway,  who  was  the  most  busy  actor 
in  the  cabal,  and  one  of  the  most  wily  and  inveterate  in* 
triguers  that  had  passed  from  Europe  to  America,  the  mar> 
quis  de  Lafayette,  and,  led  by  his  example,  all  the  other 
French  officers  of  distinction  regarded  him  with  contempt, 
and  seldom  deigned  to  notice  him  at  all.  Thia  Conway; 
after  puffing  himself  off  as  an  officer  of  great  consequence,  ob- 
taining, by  the  lowest  artifices,  the  appointment  of  msgois* 
general,  displaying  hb  total  want  of  militaiy  science— ex* 
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UlHfiiighis  eowardice  by  skulking  into  a  farm-house  at  the  bat- 
tle of  Germantown,— and  resigning  hid  commission  because 
he  was  too  much  despised  to  be  employed — ^was  shot  in  a  duel 
l»y  general  Cadwalader,  for  having  dared  to  indulge  too 
freel  J  in  unbecoming  expressions  regarding  the  commander-in- 
chief.  Believing  his  wound  to  be  mortal,  he  retracted,  in  a  letter 
to  general  Washington,  dated  the  twenty-third  of  July,  1778, 
all  tile  falsehoods  which  he  had  circulated  against  him ;  but, 
recovering  from  his  wound,  he  returned  to  France,  covered 
with  ignominy.  The  whole  junto  were  soon  desirous  of  bu- 
rying their  ambitious  schemes  in  oblivion. — ^The  most  affec- 
tionate attachment  indeed  existed  between  general  La&y- 
ette  tmd  the  commander-in-chief,  beneath  whose  banners  it 
was  his  delist  to  serve.  The  language  of  Washington,  res- 
pecting his  adopted  son,  was,  **  tUs  nobleman  unites  to  all 
the  military,  fire  of  yonth,  an  uncommon  maturity  of  judg- 
ment" 

The  influence,  the  fortune,  and  the  blood,  of  the  marquii 
de  Lafayette,  were  all  devoted  to  (he  service  of  America, 
He  was  engaged  in  her  cause,  either  in  a  political  or  milt<- 
tary  capacity,  during  almost  the  whole  course  of  the  wan 
When  he  was  not  animating  his  brave  followers  in  the  field 
of  battle,  or  disciplining  them  in  the  camp,  he  was  unfolding 
file  comprehensiveness  and  soundness  of  his  understanding 
in  the  cabinet,  or  pressing,  at  tiie  court  of  France,  with  all 
his  influence  and  eloquence,  the  policy  and  necessity  of  sup^^ 
porting  the  efibrts  of  stru^Iing  America.  His  very  soul 
burned  with  the  spirit  of  enterprise ;  and  he  manifested  a 
disinterestedness  and  devotion  in  the  cause  of  freedom, 
^trtuch  should  eVer  be  admired  and  applauded  by  a  grateful 
people.  Possessed  of  unshaken  patriotism,  int^rity,  and  hu- 
manity, and  of  those  cardinal  virtues  which  characterise  real 
greatness  of  soul,  he  always  discovered,  both  in  design  and  . 
execution,  those  traits  of  genius,  and  that  intuitive  knowledge 
of  tactics,  which  designate  the  great  man,  and  the  successful 
wanior.    It  was  no  ordinary  mind  that  could  lead  its  pos- 
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•esflof.  m  (be  Teiy  outset  of  life,  in  the  spring-tideof  wofidlj 
joy,  to  sacrifice  all  the  commoo  channs  of  esittence,  la  the 
higher  claims  of  a  laudable  ambition.  Many  of  those  who 
flocked  to  our  shores  were  tempted  hj  the  hope  of  gain :  but 
the  principles  which  guided  Lafayette  bcm  all  the  comlbrts 
of  life  to  the  wilderness  of  the  western  world,  were  as  pare  as 
the  cause,  in  support  of  which,  his  sword  now  leaped  from  its 
scabbard.  Congress  was  elated,  encouraged  andflattered  by  an 
auxiliary  of  such  high  rank,  of  so  much  spirit,  and  such  geeet 
promise,  and  were  not  deceived  in  the  expectations  which 
they  formed  of  the  future  services  of  this  "  noble  phssnome- 
aon."— ^The  perseverance  of  the  marquis  through  so  many 
discouraging  vicissitudes,  and  his  noble  generosity  in  seasons 
of  pecuUar  distress,  show  him  in  a  great  and  elevated  point 
«f  view,  having  few  parallek  in  history.  Had  he  arrived  on 
our  shores,  a  poor  and  needy  adventurer,  a  ready  hireling  in 
ttiy  cause  where  pay  and  plunder  might  have  been  expect- 
ed,— had  he  merely,  with  a  fleeting  enthusiaKii,  hastily  en- 
gaged in  the  American  cause  as  a  quixotic  crusader,  for  some 
momentary  feat  of  chivaliy. — be  would  have  ranked  with  the 
ordinaty  class  of  adventurers,  found  in  all  ages  and  countries 
in  time  of  war.  As  such,  be  would  have  shrunk  from  the 
appalling  scenes  exhiUted  by  a  starving,  naked,  and  retreat- 
ing army  ;-^e  would  have  fled  from  the  delays  and  vexations 
attending  the  tardiness  of  the  different  states  in  supplying 
their  quota  of  men  and  money ;  or  probably,  jobed  in  the 
mutinies  and  desertions  so  frequent  during  the  revolutionary 
war.  But  be  was  governed  by  motives  too  exalted  and  pow- 
ful  to  be  depressed  even .  by  disastrous  campaigns,  unremit- 
ted vigilance,  and  arduous  service,  irom  year  to  year,  .in 
watching  and  opposing  a  well  disdplined  and  powerful  ene* 
my.*  His  love  of  liberty  burned  too  fiercely  to  be  extin- 
guished or  diminished,  eittier  by  perOs  or  privations. 
"  On  seeing  the  marquis/'  says  Chastelleux,  *'  one  is  at  a 

•  Short  Bio(^phf ,  LaiayettQi  p.  8» 
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loM  which  most  to  admipe,  that  so  joung  a  man  should  haVe 
given  such  eminent  proofs  of  talents,  or  that  a  man  ao  tried. 
ahooUi  give  hopes  of  so  long  a  career  of  glory."  He  was  the 
true  disciple  of  Washington,  gifted  with  those  rare  endow* 
menta,  and  that  pre-eminence  of  character,  which  distin- 
guished the  heroes  of  antiquity.  He  endured  calumny  with 
the  calmness  of  a  stoic,  and  sustained  misfortune  with  the  ro- 
aigoation  of  a  christian,  and  the  firamess  of  a  man.  His  cou- 
rage was  only  equalled  by  his  humanify ;  and  he  gained  uni- 
versal  praise  for  his  benevolence  and  compassion*  in  visiting 
and  administering  relief  to  the  wounded  soldiers.  Althouf^ 
arms  were  his  vocation,  his  professional  duties  were  atwajm 
tempered  with  humanity;  and  he  preferred  the  lives  of  his 
brave  soldiers,  to  the  chance  of  decorating  his  brows  with 
blood-stained  laurels.  When  he  was  re-enlbrced,  in  Vir- 
ginia, by  three  thousand,  two  hundred  Frenchmen,  under 
the  marquis  de  St  Simon,  he  was  strongly  urged  by  that  no- 
bleman, and  adnural  de  Grasse,  to  attack  lord  Corowaliis. 
But  he  steadfiistly  resisted  their  entreaties,  and  declined  the 
opportunity  of  covering  himself  with  the  glory  which  a  vic- 
tory would  have  obtained.  Wishing  that  Uood  might  be 
^Mured,  he  quietly  awaited  the  arrival  of  generals  Washing- 
ton and  Rochambeau  from  the  north,  with  a  force  adequate 
to  look  down  the  opposition  of  despair  itsel£ 

From  his  easy,  a&ble,  and  engaging  manners,  Lafayette 
was  particulariy  endeared  to  the  officers  and  soldiers  under 
his  command ;  they  admired,  loved,  and  revered  him,  as  their 
guide  and  support  when  in  peril,  and  their  wannest  friend 
when  in  perplexity  and  trouble.  He  was  beloved,  indiscrim- 
inately, by  the  whole  anny,  not  only  folr  that  amiable  dispo- 
sition, and  those  charming  manners,  but  for  his  great  gallan- 
try, and  ardeirt  attachment  to. his  country.  Hie  confidence 
and  affection  of  the  tiv>ops,  were,  to  him,  invaluable  posses- 
sions,  and  well  acquired  riches,  of  which  no  one  could,  and 
no  one  desired,  to  deprive  him ;  and  he  always  expressed, 
by  his  air  and  countenance,  that  he  was  happier  in  receiving 
18 
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his  friends  at  their  head,  than  at  his  estate  in  Anvergne. 
The  influence  and  consideration  Trtiich  he  acquired  among 
ttie  political,  as  well  as  the  military  bodj,  were  highly  flat- 
tering to  ia  young  man  of  his  age ;  and  it  is  confidently  assert- 
ed that  his  private  letters  have  frequently  produced  more 
efect  in  arousing  the  lethargy  of  some  of  the  states,  ttiaft 
tile  strongest  exhortations  of  Congress.  In  short,  he  pos- 
sessed, in  so  high  a  degree,  Die  character  of  an  accompli^ed 
and  perfect  soldier,  as  to  gain  the  confidence  of  his  superiors, 
the  afiection  of  his  equals,  and  the  respect  and  veneration 
4>{  all  who  served  under  him.  It  is  no  trifling  compliment 
to  say,  that  next  to  Ae  commander-in  chief,  arid  the  intrepid 
Greene,  no  general  stood  hi^ier  in  the  public  favour,  or 
more  constantly  commanded  the  admiration  of  the  army 
Ihan  Lafayette. 

Nor  did  his  solicitude  for  the  yiMk  welfare  of  America 
bound  his  exertions ;  for  he  was  ever  ready  to  aid  our  fellow 
citizens  when  distressed  in  Europe ;  and  oftentimes  even 
mtboiit  being  called  upon.  Some  he  rescued  firom  poverty* 
bgr  opening  to  them  his  purse ;  others,  he  counselled  and  de- 
fended. His  protecting  arm  stretched  itself  beyond  tiie  Py- 
renees and  snatched  the  indiscreet  American,  either  from 
the  fangs  of  the  officer  of  the  customs,  or  firom  th6  dark  and 
unforgiving  tribunals  of  the  inquisition.  His  succour  un- 
happily came  too  late  on  one  of  these  melancholy  occasions ; 
aad  his  letter,  on  that  subject,  to  the  late  Samuel  Breck, 
esquire,  dated  in  Paris,  second  June,  1785,  is  an  additional 
evidence  of  ttie  correctness  of  his  feelings  and  the  goodness 
of  his  heart : 

"  As  soon  as  your  letter  came  to  hand,"  the  marquis  writes, 
"  I  addressed  the  count  de  Florida  Blanca^  the  Spanish  prime 
minister,  in  behalf  of  Mr.  H.  Enclosed  you  will  find  his 
answer,  and  also  the  c<^y  of  an  account  given  to  Mr.  Car^ 
michael,  whereby  I  was  much  affected  to  hear  poor  Mr.  H. 
is  no  more.  For  fear  of  disgusting  the  minister  widi  the 
•PplicatioQ,  I  had,  in  some  measure,  refrained  from  expo* 
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ring  tile  horror  I  feel  for  the  hellish  tribunal ;  but  it  was  stH 
perfluous ;  and  I  beg  yoa  will  assure  Mr.  H's  friends  that  I 
am  heartily  sorry  not  to  have  it  in  my  power  to  give  them  a 
more  agreeable  account."* 

On  the  twentieth  of  April,  1 787,  a  fire  was  di^overed  in  a 
malt-house,  in  Beach-street,  Boston,  which  consumed  about 
one  hundred  buildings,  sixty  of  which  were  dwelling  houses : 
in  (act,  the  greater  part  of  die  south  end  of  die  town  was  de- 
stroyed. As  soon  as  the  melancholy  news  reached  Paris, 
the  benevolent  Lafayette  desired  his  friend  and  correspon* 
dent,  the  late  Samuel  Breck,  esquire,  of  Boston,  to  draw  up« 
on  him  for  three  hundred  pound*  Herlii/^,  and  to  distribute 
that  sum  among  the  indigent  sufferers.  This  noble  charity, 
so  characteristic  of  the  munificence  and  goodness  of  that  ex* 
eelient  man,  was  of  the  greatest  benefit  It  served  to  give 
bread  and  shelter  to  many  reduced  and  houseless  famHies, 
and,  coming  in  aid  of  other  donations,  was  one  of  the  prin- 
cipal means  of  restoring  them  to  Aeir  lost  comforts.  Boston 
did  not  then,  as  at  die  present  day,  abound  in  men  of  wealdi. 
The  alms  of  its  inhabitants  were  limited  by  their  narrow 
means ;  and  that  town,  which  now  contains  so  many  secure 
and  magnificent  edifices,  was  then  built  of  such  eombostibfo 
materials,  that  almost  every  accidental  fire  ended  in  a  de« 
fltructive  conflagration.t  This  donation  deserves  more  per* 
ticular  notice,  on  account  of  the  final  adieu  which  La&yette 
had,  in  all  probability,  bade  to  America ;  as  well  as  firom  the 
circumstance,  that  all  his  affection  for  this  country  was  ac* 
cidentaliy  awakeneil,  amid  die  great  public  concerns  of 
France,  which  dien  demanded  and  engrossed  his  attention  by 
the  perusal  of  a  newspaper  containing  an  account  of  the  de- 
struction and  distress  occasioned  by  the  fire. 

The  benevolent  perseverance  with  which  he  pursued  die 
olaim  of  the  widow  of  a  revolutionary  ofiicer,  for  the  long 
period  of  eight  years,  is  not  only  an  evidence  of  his  attach* 
ment  to  this  country,  and  more  especially  to  those  :who  la« 

•  Port  Folio,  Vol.  XIX,  p.  S04 
f  PortFolio,  VoL  XIX,  p.  604 
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boured  with  him  in  ihe  cause  of  independence,  but  bespeaki 
a  heart  not  given  to  every  man.  It  is  gratifying  to  add,  <faat 
the  claim  was  brought,  by  his  unremitting  and  voluntary  ex* 
ertions,  to  a  final  and  favourable  close. — The  natural  bias  of 
his  mind  is  even  developed  in  ttie  names  of  bis  children.  His 
only  son  bears  the  distinguished  name  of  George  Washing- 
ton, and  his  only  daughters,  in  remembrance  of  "  the  theatre 
of  his  toils  and  of  his  glory,"  those  of  Virginia  and  Carolina. 

At  La  Grange  he  was  always  accessible  to  Americans ; 
and  hifreye  kindted  whenever  be  spoke  of  America.  "  Why 
cannot  you  come  and  live  among  us,"  said  a  visiter, — "  to 
Uy  down  youc  bones  among  a  people  who  t>we  you  so  much, 
and  whose  latest  descendants,  will  venerate  your  ashes  ?"-*- 
Lafayette  pointed  to  his  grandchildren  around  him — ^he  made 
BO  other  reply.  They  were  among  the  strongest  ties  which 
bound  him  to  France. 

"  You  are  now  in  America,"  he  said  once  to  an  intelligent 
Vifj^nian.-*—"  America?" — ^'^  Yes;  this  room  is  what  I  call 
America."  His  guest  looked  around  him,  and  beheld  eveiy 
tAeresoottered  the  tokens  of  his  country:  maps  of  the  dif* 
ferent  stat^»-*-the  portraits  of  our  distinguished  men,— of 
Waahiogtoii,  Franklin,  Henry,  tic  iic — American  books-— 
and  the  electrical  machine,  with  which  the  great  FisankliB 
had  made  so  nsany  experiments,  and  which  he  had  (pven,  as 
a«iaik  of  his  respect,  to  this  noble  Frenchman. 

The  people  of  the  United  States,  fully  apprised  of  the 
high  oblations  idiich  they  owe  to  Lafayette,*  have  prac- 
twaUyand  triumphantly  refuted  the  pretended  dogma  of  the 
ingratitude  of  republics)  not  only  by  the  ppontaneous  efliisioa 
of  affeetion  and  veneration  wUch  has  burst  forth  from  the 
whole  mass  of  the  people,  but  by  the  more  formal  acts  of 
flieir  r^pMsentatives.  On  the  third  of  March,  1803,  the 
national  l^lature  passed  "  an  act  to  revive  and  continue 
inKbice,  an  actin  addition  to  an  act,  entitled  an  act  in  ad- 

•  A  fnnd  dinner  was  giren  to  general  Lafayette,  at  the  XJniTerrity» 
Chariottflsrine,  Vininia,  on  the  fifth  ot  NoTember,  18M.  On  this  oo- 
•Siioa,  an  addrassi  by  the  venerable  Mr.  Jaffancta,  was  retd,  which 
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ditioq  to  m  act  ?eg«latiiig  the  granla  of  laiida  appropriate^/ 
for  iiulkarf  services,  &c.  &c/' 

Se^HonAik  And  be  it  further  enacted*  that  the  seerelaiy 
of  war  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorised  to  issue  laad^wanants' 
to  mi^r  genecal  Lafayette,  for  elereD  thousand,  five  hun- 
dred, and  twenty  acres,  which  shall,  at  his  option,  be  located, . 
surveyed,  and.patented,  in  confonnity.with  the  provisions  of 
an  act<  inlibiled  an  actr^dating  the  grants  of  land  appro^ 
priated  for  military  services^  and  for  die  seei^  of  the  UnU 
ted  Brethren  for  propagating  tiie  gospel  among  theheatbeni. 
or,  which  may  be  received,  acre  for  acre,  in  payment  for  any 
of  the  lands  of  the  United  States,  north  of  the  river  Olno, 
and  above  the  mouth  of  Kentucky  river." 

Tlie  name  of  Lafayette  will  continue  to  be  preserved  not 
only  in  the  hearts,  but  in  the  laws  of  the  American  people : 
as  given  to  various  portions  of  our  territory,  it  will  serve  to 
recall  to  remembrance  the  services  of  him  who  bore  it,  when 
ceirtuiy  upon  century  have  been  burifed  in  the  "  dark  badr^ 
ward  and  abysm  of  time,"  and  when  the  deeds  and  vtrtuet' 
of  their  forefathers  shall  appear  to  our  posterity,  ISkt  tte* 
br^ht  glories  of  Rome  in  her  best  days,  to  those  who  now 
dwell  upon  ttie  earth.  In  all  parts  of  the  union,  we  find  diei 
name  of  Lafayette  mingled  with  the  very  existence  of  fiiei 
repubKc.  In  North  Carolina,  there  is  a  ^strict,  one  hun* 
died  miles  in  length,  and  fifty  in  breadth,  called  Fayette,  in 

oootains  the  following  reniarla.  From  his  official  ttatioo  mt  the  court 
of  Fnuioe,  he  i«  nadottbtfldly  the  best  radge,  now  liviiif ,  eftbe  vehie  of 
the  marjois*  sefrices  at  the  period  of  which  he  speaks  ^-^^^  I  j(nr«  mj.. 
friends,  m  year  jov,  iosptred  oj  the  ristt  of  this  oar  ancient  and  dtstin- 
gotshed  leader  and  benefactor.  His  deeds  in  the  war  of  Independeoce, 
yott  have  heard  and  read.  They  are  known  to  yon,  and  embaline^  in 
yonr  memories,  and  in  the  pages  of  faithful  history.  His  deeds,  in  the 
peaee  which  ibllowed  that  war»  are  perhaps  not  Known  to  von ;  but  I 
can  attest  them.  When  I  wesstatipned  in  his  cowitry,  for  the  porpgse 
of  cementing  its  friendship  with  ours,  and  of  adTancin|[  onr  mataal  in* 
teresta,  this  friend  of  both  was  my  most  powerftil  aaxiKairy  and  adf  6* 
cate.  He  made  onr  oanse  his  own,  as  in  truth  it  waa  that  ef  his  aaiivo 
country  also.  His  inflaence  and  connexions  there,  were  unreal.  All 
doon  of  all  ^departments  wereopen  to  him  at  «11  times;  to  me,  oolV  ibr- 
mallT,  and  at  appointed  times.  In  troth,  f  only  held  the  tmlv^hediwffo. 
it    HoQow  him»  then,  as  your  benefactor  in  peacoi  as  well  as  in  war.' 
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whi€h  is  dtuftted  fhe  flourishing  town  of  FajefteviOe.  In 
Pennsylvania,  tbere  is  a  county  called  Fayette,  thirty-nine 
miles  kMig,  and  twenty^nine  broad ;  and  Uiere  is  anodier  in 
Kentneky  of  the  ssime  name.  There  are,  also,  the  town  of 
Fayette  in  Kennebeck  county,  Maine,  and  the  towndiip  of 
Fayette,  in  Alleghany  county,  Pennsylvania. 

The  marie  of  respect  and  honour  shown  to  the  marquis  by 
the  legislature  of  Pennsylvania,  in  giving  to  a  newly  erected 
county,  the  name  of  Fayette,  was  communicated  to  him  in 
file  foUowing  letter  from  the  governor  of  the  state : 

"Sir, 

"  The  general  assembly  has  lately  erected  a  considerable 
part  of  thisstate  into  a  county,  under  the  name  oi  Lafaytttt ; 
and  the  government  of  it  is  about  to  be  oiganized  under  thki 
new  denomination. 

.  "  The  proclamation  of  this  law  has  caused  me  the  liveliest 
satisfoction,  as  a  testimonial  of  the  respect  in  which  you  are 
held  by  my  fellow  citizens.  My  satisfaction  will  be  greatly 
increased  when  I  leam,  that  this  evidence  of  the  general 
fiseling  which  your  talents  and  conduct  have  inspired,  has 
proved  agreeable  to  you. — ^As  governor  of  this  state,  it  might, 
pertiaps,  be  proper  for  me,  at  this  time,  to  detail  to  you  the 
reasons  that  have  induced  the  legislature  to  award  this  extra- 
ordinary mark  of  their  esteem;— «but  common  language 
would  be  inadequate  to  express  my  feelings.  Moreover,  the 
high  idea  which  we  entertain  of  your  character  will  not  per* 
mit  me  to  dwell  upon  that  subject  Let  the  worid  judge  of 
the  merits  of  your  deeds,  and  the  justice  of  our  gratitude. 

You  have  been  flie  defender  of  our  liberty :  and  *'  the  le* 
gislative  assembly,  while  they  enjoy  that  liberty,  congratulate 
themselves  with  the  idea,  that  your  name  will  be  henceforth 
inscribed  on  the  various  judicial  acts  which  will  continue  to 
be  the  record,  and  evidence,  of  its  existence." 

To  this  flattering  communication,  Lafayette  returned  the 
foOowing  reply  • 
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"Sir, 

"  I  receiyed  jour  excellency's  letter  of  the  sixth  of  March 
a  short  time  previous  to  my  departure  from  France ;  and  I 
congratulate  myself  oa  £be  prospect  of  having  the  honour  of 
personally  presenting  the  tribute  of  my  gratitude  to  the  Ie« 
gislative  assembly  of  this  state.  The  di^test  marka  of  its 
consideration  could  not  fail  to  prove  extremely  flattering  to 
me ;  but  the  honour  which  it  has  deigned  to  confer,  by  gtving 
my  name  to  one  of  the  counties  of  the  state,  is  so  distinguish* 
ed  a  proof  of  its  esteem,  that  I  want  words  to  express  my 
gratitude. 

"  So  long  as  I  have  bad  the  happiness  to  be  acquainted 
with  thia  state,  its  civil  and  political  ri^ta  have  been  dear  to 
me ;  and  I  confess  that  I  am  sensibly  affected  with  &e  thongbl 
that  my  name  will  be  united  to  the  administration  of  iaws^ 
whose  spirit  is  so  favourable  to  the  rights  of  human  nature. 

"  I  pray  your  eicelleney  to  present  to  the  legislative  as- 
sembly, the  tribute  of  my  lively  gratitude  and  profound  res- 
pect, and,  at  the  same  time,  to  receive  my  particular  acknow- 
ledgments, for  the  polite  and  obliging  manner  in  which  you 
have  been  pleased  to  communicate  the  honour  which  that 
body  has  conferred  upon  me," 

General  Lafajette  arrived  in  the  beginning  of  the  year 
1 783,  in  his  native  country,  where  he  was  received  with  uni* 
versal  respect  and  admiration.  His  reception  at  court  waa 
extremely  flattering ;  and  wherever  he  went  be  was  greeted 
with  the  same  enthusiasm  and  popular  favour  that  alwajra 
accompanied  his  steps  in  America.  The  heroic  wife  of  the 
marqius  participated  in  the  homage  universally  ofiered  to 
her  illustrious  consort ; — a  homage  which,  from  her  subse* 
quent  conduct,  could  not  have  been  too  affectionate  and  re- 
spectful. Instar  omnium :  a  short  time  before  his  death, 
Voltaire  was  invited  to  a  numerous  party  at  the  house  of  the 
duke  de  Choiseul,  where  he  was  received  with  the  usual  ap- 
plause which  attended  him  wherever  he  went.  Perceiving 
the  marchioness  de  Lafayette  among  the  ladies,  he  kneeled 
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down  at  her  feet,  and  bestowed  the  most  flattering  eulogiams 
dn  her  husband,  who  was  then  in  America :  madame  receive 
id  diis  homage  with  affecting  modesty,  and  embarrassment, 
mingled  with  joy.  The  venerable  old  man,  at  flie  close  of 
lus  life,  experienced  the  happiness  and  honour  of  announcing 
the  return  of  M.  de  Lafeyette  to  his  natire  country.*  After 
remaming  a  short  time  in  Paris,  honoured  and  respected  by 
Ae  court,  and  almost  idolized  by  the  people,  be  visited  his 
estates  in  Tourraine;  and  afterwards  proceeded  to  the 
courts  of  many  of  the  German  princes,  where  he  received 
extraordinary  marks  of  the  admiration  which  his  political 
and  military  conduct  had  diffused  over  Europe.  He'brought 
even  to  die  court  of  the  Cassars,  as  he  had  done  to  the  pavi« 
Kons  of  Versailles,  the  spirit  of  a  pm«  and  antique  attach* 
ment  to  liberty,  with  the  graces  of  a  gallant  soldier,  and  ac« 
complished  gentleman  *,  and  he  was  received  by  JosejAi  the 
secoiid,  and  Frederick  the  Great,  with  flattering  distinction. 

In  September,  1782^  La&yette  arrived  at  Pottsdam,  anx- 
ious to  heboid  the  great  man  who  had  so  long  attracted  the 
attentMB  of  tiie  world.  When  Frederick  was  advised  of  the 
arrival  of  general  Lafayette,  he  invited  him- to  Sans  Soucie 
without  delay,  where  the  despot  and  the  defender  of  liberty, 
frequently  entered  into  long  and  interesting  conversations. 
The  stern,  unbending,  and  tyrannical  Frederick,  not  only  ex* 
pressed  his  admiration  of  Washington  and  Lafayette,  but 
presented  the  marquis  with  his  miniature  set  in  diamonds ; 
on  this  occasion,  he  remarked,  that  he  hoped  this  trifling 
memento  would  sometimes  recall  him  to  recollection.  It  was 
in  accompanying  the  king  of  Prussia  to  his  reviews,  that  he 
had  an  o^ortunity  afforded  him  of  close  observation  of  the 
military  genius  of  ttiat  royal  tactician,  with  which  he  doubt- 
less enriched  his  own  experience. 

From  the  time  of  his  landing  in  Europe,  Lafayette  had  in- 
cessaatly  continued  his  customary  exertions  in  favour  of 

•  Mesa.  HifttoriqiiM,  p,  1 18, 1 19. 
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America,  and  he  was  extremely  anxious  to  accelerate  the 
ratification  of  the  treaty  between  Great  Britain,  France,  and 
America,  provisional  and  preliminary  articles  for  which»  had 
been  signed,  with  regard  to  America,  on  the  thirtieth  of  No- 
vember, 1782,  and,  as  they  respected  France,  on  the  twen- 
tieth of  Januaiy,  1783.  At  the  same  time,  he  strenuously 
represented  to  the  French  government,  the  evils  which  mi^ 
flow  from  a  relaiadon  in  their  exertions,  and  the  necessity 
of  compelling  Great  Britain  to  consummate  a  peace,  by  ^v- 
ing  greater  and  renewed  aid  to  the  American  cause.  His 
exertions  in  favour  of  this  country,  which  he  considered  a 
paramount  duty,  were  so  valuable  and  unceasing,  as  to  call 
forth  the  particular  approbation  of  congress.  On  the  tenth 
of  April,  1783,  it  was  **  Resolved,  That  congress  are  satisfied 
with  the  reasons  which  have  prevailed  with  major-general 
the  marquis  de  Lafiiyette,  for  his  stay  in  Europe,  and  his 
consequent  absence  from  his  conmiand  in  the  army  of  the 
Ijnited  States ;  and  have  a  high  sense  of  the  new  proofs  he 
has  exhibited  of  his  zeal  in  the  cause  of  the  said  stsites,  and 
of  his  constant  attachment  to  their  interests  and  welfare." 

In  a  long  and  feeKng  letter  to  general  Washington,  written 
immediately  after  his  return  from  the  north  of  Europe,  Lar 
fayette  exhibits  at  once  his  warm  afiection  for  ttje  "  man  of 
the  age,**  his  correct  view  of  the  political  situation  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  and  the  necessity  of  a  more  stable  and  efficient 
form  of  government  In  communicating  the  occurrences  al 
the  coofti  he  had  visited,  and  especially  at  that  of  PrtMsia, 
whose  aged  and  distinguished  monaich,  uniting  the  acquire* 
mentsof  the  scholar,  with  the  most  profound  skill  in  the  art 
of  war,  could  bestow  either  literary  or  militaiy  fiime,  lie 
dwelt  with  enthusiasm  on  the  plaudits  which  were  univer* 
sally  bestewed  on  his  military  patron,  and  paternal  friend* 
*'  I  wiA,^'  he  reraariced, '' the  other  sentiments  I  have  had 
occasion  te  discover  with  respect  to  America,  were  eqi^li/ 
aatbfaotory  with  those  that  are  personal  to  yourself,  I  ne^ 
SMt  aaj  ihkt  the  apirit,  the  firmness  with  which  the  revolutioa 
19 


Digitized  by  CjOOQ IC 


146  BiaTOET  or  Tns 

was  conducted,  have  excited  universal  admiration ;  that  ere* 
Tj  friend  to  the  rights  of  mankind  is  an  enthusiast  for  (lie 
principles  on  which  those  constitutions  are  built ; — ^but  I  have 
often  had  the  mortification  to  hear,  that  the  want  of  poiren 
in  the  congress,  of  union  between  the  states,  of  energjr  in 
their  government,  would  make  the  cotifederation  very  insig* 
nificant"  "  By  their  conduct  in  the  revolution,"  he  added, 
"  the  citizens  of  America  have  commanded  the  respect  of 
the  world ;  but  it  grieves  me  to  think  they  will,  in  a  measure, 
lose  it,  unless  they  strengthen  the  confederation ;  give  con- 
gress power  to  regulate  their  trade ;  pay  off  their  debt,  or  at 
least  the  interest  of  it ;  establish  a  well  regulated  militia ;  and, 
in  a  word,  complete  all  those  measures  which  you  have  re* 
commended  to  them/'* — Such  were  die  opinions  of  the  best 
and  wisest  men  of  the  time ;  and  they  resulted  in  the  forma- 
tion of  one  of  the  noblest*  and,  I  trust,  most  durable  monu- 
ments of  human  sagacity  and  political  wisdom  to  be  found, 
in  the  records  of  history. 

Cabinet  negotiations,  although,  from  a  sense  of  duty,  so 
long  patiently  endured,  could  now  no  longer  restrain  the  en« 
terprising  courage  and  spifit  of  Lafayette.  He  had  been  ap- 
pointed adjutant  general  to  count  d'Estaing,  an  officer  grown 
grey  in  naval  combats,  who  commanded  the  French  fleet  at 
Cadiz,  on  board  of  which  were  eight  thousand  French  and 
Spanish  troops  destined  for  America.  He  immediately  pro« 
teeded  to  Cadiz,  to  j<Mn  this  powerful  expedition,  and  wai 
about  to  set  sail  in  quest  of  new  triumphs,  and  fresher  glo« 
ries,  when  the  sailing  of  the  fleet  was  arrested  by  the  news 
of  peace. 

As  soon  as  he  received  this  welcome  intelligence  from  Mn 
Carmichael,  minister  of  the  United  States  (although  not 
then  acknowledged,)  at  the  court  of  Madrid*  the  noble  heart* 
ed  Lafayette,  with  characteristic  benevolence,  resolved  io 
adopt  the  most  eflfectual  measures  to  prevent  the  unnecea* 

•  Manlud's  Life  of  Wasbiogtoo^  VaL  V.  p.  73* 
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Wf  eSuBiOD  of  blood.  He  immediately  applied  to  the  coant 
d'Estaing,  requestiDg  him  to  furnish  a  fast  sailing  vessel  for 
the  purpose  of  conveying  his  despatches,  containing  the  in* 
telligence  of  the  conclusion  of  the  treafy  of  peace,  to  Ame» 
rica.  This  request  was  complied  with ;  and  the  good  ship 
Triumph  was  soon  cleaving  her  way  over  the  waters  of  the 
Atlantic,  bearing,  to  a  lacerated  country,  the  healing  balm 
of  peace.  It  was  on  the  afternoon  of  Sunday,  March  twenty- 
third,  1783,  when  the  Triumph  cast  anchor  before  the  city 
of  Philadelphia,  and  great  and  joyful  was  the  sensation  which 
spread  itself  over  the  city  on  the  evening  of  that  day.  She 
arrived  before  the  official,  or  any  other  account  of  the  peace 
had  been  received.  The  humanity  of  giving  the  earliest 
possible  advice  of  this  event— -the  lives  that  were  saved  by 
the  consequent  cessation  of  hostilities,  greatly  enhances  the 
debt  of  gratitude  due  to  Lafayette,  from  the  people  of  tlie 
United  States.* — The  letter  of  the  marquis  to  congress  da- 
ted fifth  February  1783,  accompanied  by  a  copy  of  an  order 
from  the  count  d'Estaing,  directing  the  cessation  of  hostili- 
ties by  sea.  Congress  according  to  the  following  abstract 
fipom  the  journals,  proceeded,  without  delay,  to  take  these 
inportant  oommunicatioos  into  consideration : 

«"  Mmday,  March  nth,  1783. 

"  A  letter  of  February  fifth,  frpra  the  marquis  de  La&y* 
Mte,  anwmm^ng  a  general  peace,  and  a  copy  of  orders  giF* 
en  by  the  count  dTEstaing,  vice-admiral  of  France,  to  the 
ehevalier  du  Quesne,  commander  of  tlie  corvette  Triumph* 
despatched  from  Cadiz  the  sixth  of  February  last,  for  the 
purpose  of  putting  a  stop  to  all  hostilities  by  sea,  being  laid 
before  congress  and  read ; 

"  Resolved,  That  the  agent  of  marine  be,  and  lie  is  hereby, 
directed,  immediately  to  re-call  atl  armed  vessels  cruizing 
tinder  coounissioDs  from  the  United  States  of  America.** 

Tbit  steoni^Alaini  upon  aor  fcati^ade  bst  not  boot  nolksil  in  tfas 
meaistisi  m  AenjiiiMj  hcmnmed  oo  tbe  fDarqink 
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'  At  a  subsequent  period,  a  bust  of  the  marquis  was  placeJ« 
bj  the  legislature  of  Virginia,  in  a  niche  of  the  wall  of  a  spa- 
cious area  in  the  centre  of  the  capitol  of  that  state,  near  the 
fine  marble  statue  of  his  adopted  father. 

No  sooner  was  the  independence  of  America  established, 
and  tranquillity  once  more  restored  to  Europe,  than  the  mar- 
quis applied  himself  with  increased  attention,  to  the  com- 
mercial relations  of  France  and  America,  which  had  for 
some  time  occupied  his  thoughts.  His  exertions  in  1 783  and 
1784,  principally  related  to  certain  free  ports  in  France,  in 
favour  of  American  vessels,  a  grant,  which  he  endeavoured 
successfully  to  prove  to  the  French  government,  would  be 
equally  beneficial  to  both  countries.  The  perseverance  and 
ability  with  which  he  prosecuted  this  scheme,  insured  its 
success,  and  its  precise  nature  may  be  gathered  from  the 
following  letter  of  the  minister  de  Colonne,  in  answer  to  a 
memorial  on  the  subject : 

VersailleSf  January  9/A,  1784* 
Sir, 

I  have  communicated  to  the  kii^.  the  observations  con- 
tained in  the  memorial  which  you  transmitted  to  me,  rela- 
tive to  the  commerce  of  America,  and  those  which  you  made 
at  our  last  conference. 

1  am  authorised  to  announce  to  you,  that  it  is  the  intentiptt 
of  his  majesty  to  grant  to  the  United  States,  the  ports  of 
L*Orient  and  Bayonne,  as  free  ports,  and  besides  these,  those 
of  Dunkirk  and  Marseilles ;  the  first  of  which  enjoys  abae- 
tute  freedom,  and  the  other  is  restrained  in  the  exercbe  of 
{hat  freedom,  only  with  regard  to  tobacco,  which  is  thtio 
subjected  to  a  duty.  The  Americans  may,  fSrom  this  mo* 
ment,  send  their  vessels  to  those  four  ports,  where  they  wiH 
not  meet  with  any  kind  of  difScul^.  You  may,  if  necea* 
sary,  explain  what  is  meant  by  free  ports,  agreeably  to  the 
rigni&u^n  thereof,  g^ren  by  M.  de  Vergennes,  in  hit  letter 
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of  the  tweotj-iunth  of  June  iMt*  The  Americans  will  find 
«boTe  all  at  Dunkirk,  all  the  fitcilities  they  can  desire  far 
Che  sale  of  their  leaf  tobacco,  their  rice,  their  timber,  and 
other  merchandise,  as  well  as  for  the  purchase  of  what  they 
want,  such  as  linens,  woollens,  brandy,  &c.  It  is  proposed 
to  establish  stores  and  magazines  there,  which  shall  be  well 
supplied,  on  terms  very  advantageous  for  their  commerce. 
I  have  given  orders  to  the  fanner  general  to  treat,  in  prefer* 
ence,  and  at  a  reasonable  price,  for  the  purchase  of  the  to- 
baccos of  North  America ;  and,  moreover,  the  United  States 
.  will  be  as  much  favoured  in  France,  in  matters  of  commerce, 
as  any  other  nation.  The  complaints  which  they  may  make 
to  you,  or  which  Mr.  Franklin,  and  the  other  American  min- 
isters, which  I  would  be  very  glad  to  see,  may  transmit  to 
me  on  their  behalf,  shall  be  examined  with  great  attention, 
and  government  will  not  suder  them  to  experience  any  kind 
of  vexation.  Every  possible  precaution  will  also  be  taken 
to  prevent  the  sending  out  bad  merchandise,  which,  if  it  hat 
hitherto  taken  place,  can  only  be  attributed  to  the  avarice 
of  some  oierchants  of  the  lowest  order.  I  intend  immedi- 
ately to  examine  what  relates  to  the  customs  and  duties 
which  are  injurious  to  commerce.  This  is  an  important  suIh 
ject  and  requires  great  attention.— In  fine,  Sir«  you  may  rely 

.  *  Tbe  foUoirk^  ii  tbe  letter  allvded  to  by  M.  de  Colonne : 

I  iiAve  Meived  tke  letter  ye«  did  me  the  keoear  te  write  oo  the  se^ 
enteentk  ePUiit  moetlk  Toe  denre  ^  knoir  what  ii  meaDt  t»j  a  free 
poK. 

By  this  tern,  Sir,  we  mean  a  phoe  to  which  all  merdMadiset,  as 
well  Ibreffn  at  domestic,  may  he  imported,  and  from  which  they  may 
be  freely  exported.  Tou  will  judge,  Sir,  by  this  deinitioa,  that  all  the 
merchaadiieft  of  the  NoKb,  without  excepUoo,  may  he  imported  iote 
L'Orieat,  and  exported  from  it«  by  the  Americani.  Id  a  word,  L'Orieot 
will  be  repeted  foreign  with  refard  to  Franoe,  as  fo  at  respects  com- 
tiieroe.  Tbe  probibifioiis  aed  duties  eo  foreign  merobaodisea.  will  talm 
«ffect  obIv  in  case  any  person  desires  to  introduce  ioto  the  interior  pert 
of  the  realm»  tbe  menchandises  subjected  to  tbe  one  or  the  other. 
f  bare  tbataMwr  to  be  te. 

Ob  VBiMcnmi. 
A  lAe  UMU^fittvils  2^f<lyellk 
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.th»t  I  shall  be  always  disposed,  as  well  as  Mobs,  the  marslal 
de  Castries,  and  Mods,  the  count  de  Veiigennes,  to  receive 
and  listen  with  attention,  to  the  demands  and  further  repre- 
sentations which  you  shall  think  proper  to  make  in  favour  of 
the  conunerce  of  America. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

De  CoLoirNB. 
M.  the  marquis  de  LafayeiU, 

P.  S.  The  ports  of  Bayonne  and  L'Orient,  will  be  made 
similar  to  that  of  Dunkirk,  with  regard  to  entire  freedom. 

The  succeeding  extracts  from  the  official  letters  of  the* 
superintendant  of  Finance,  not  only  demonstrate  the  untir- 
ing zeal  of  Lafayette  for  the  service  of  this  country,  but  the 
importance  that  was  attached  to  the  commercial  privileges 
which  he  obtained  in  her  favour: 

Mr.  Morris  to  the  president  of  congress,  transmitHng  the  oh* 
servations  of  Lafayette  on  the  eonwterce  between  JFVance 
and  the  United  States. 

April  16,  1784. 
"  The  masterly  manner  in  which  the  marqais  has  treated 
a  subject,  certainly  foreign  to  his  former  habits  and  views, 
merits  great  applause,  and  will,  I  doubt  not,  procure  that 
approbation  from  Congress,  which  will  be  to  him  a  gvatefui 
reward,  for  his  xealous  and  dexterous  exertions  to  promote 
the  interests  of  America." 

# 
Mr.  Morris  to  the  president  of  Congress^  enclosing  certam 
letters  from  France^ 

May  19,  1784. 
"  Congress  will  see,  from  these  papers,  new  instances  of 
the  aOectionate  zeal  and  industry  of  that  nobleman  in  the 
ser>'ice  of  the  United  States.  The  grateful  sense  which 
they  entertain  of  these  services,  will  be,  to  him,  a  pleasing 
gratification,  and  I  shall  find  it  my  duty,  in  acknowledging 
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and  to  solicit  hu  farther  exertions." 

Mr.  Marrii  /a  ike  marqtus  it  Lafaytttt. 

September  30, 1784. 
'*  Accept,  I  pray  you,  my  thanks  for  the  services  you  hare 
rendered  to  America,  and  be  persuaded  of  my  warmest  ipgshei 
for  success  to  all  your  subsequent  pursuits  " 

Mr.  Morris  to  lAe  president  of  Congress. 

Sqfiember  SO,  IIM. 

**  The  unexampled  attention  to  every  American  interest, 
which  this  gentleman  has  exhibited,  cannot  fail  to  excite  the 
strongest  emotions  in  his  favour,  and  we  must,  at  the  same 
time,  admire  the  jud^ent  which  he  has  shown  in  the  man- 
ner of  his  applications,  as  well  as  the  industry  in  selectii^ 
proper  materials.  There  can  be  Uttfe  doubt  that  his  inte- 
rest, at  his  own  court,  must  always  prove  beneficial  to  this 
country,  while  the  same  cordiality  shall  continue  which  now 
anbsists  between  him,  and  the  venerable  plenipotentiary  now 
resident  at  Paasy." 

In  the  beginning  of  1784,  an  interesting  correspondence 
Code  place  belween  Robert  Morris  and  the  marquis  de  Lafii^ 
ette,  relative  4o  the  Isle  of  France,  in  which  the  superioteflh 
dant  of  finance  endeavoured  to  procure  the  establbhment  of 
a  free  port  on  that  island.  It  was  thought  that  great  advan- 
tages would  accrue  to  both  nations  from  the  adoption  of  that 
measure,  and  that  it  would  be  the  means  of  establishing,  at 
that  port,  the  most  extensive  and  useful  commerce  with  !»• 
dia,  that  had  ever  befove  existed.  The  Americans,  it  wan 
supposed,  would  find  it  particularly  beneficial,  because  they 
might  trade  freely  and  without  risk  to  such  port ; — ^and  the 
French,  because  they  would  undoubtedly  furnish  all  those  ais 
tides  of  India  goods  which  American  vessels  would  othei^ 
wise  go  in  search  o(,  to  India*  or  procure  firom  other  nationa. 
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*^Thi8/*  said  Mr.  Morris,  "will  form  an  object  of  near  twenty 
roillionB  of  livres  annuallj ;  or,  calculating  both  the  export 
and  import  cargoes,  it  will  amount  to  about  thirty  millions ; 
and,  consequently,  cannot  be  less  than  five  millions  clear  ad« 
vantage  to  France.  And  if  it  be  considered  that  this  is  so 
much  taken  from  her  commercial  rival,  we  may  estimate  it 
as  being  an  object  often  millions  annually."  "  I  consider  it  as 
almost  certain,"  he  adds,  "  that  America  would  find  it  more 
advantageous  to  trade  with  that  port,  than  to  go  on  to  India. 
And  hence  I  draw  one  very  strong  inference,  that  we  should 
not  only  be,  by  that  means,  brought  into  a  closer  political 
connexion  with  France,  but  that  France  would  hold  a  much 
larger  share  of  all  our  other  commerce,  than  she  Would  with- 
out such  an  establishment." 

The  services  rendered  by  Lafayette,  and  the  privileges 
that  he  obtained,  in  relation  to  the  commerce  of  America, 
ftroi^Iy  excited  the  gratitude  of  her  citizens  and  rulers. 
Congress,  on  the  third  of  May,  1784,  "  Resolved,  That  a  let* 
ter  be  written  by  the  president  to  the  marquis  de  Lafayette, 
expressing  the  hi^  sense  which  Congress  entertains  of  his 
Important  services,  relative  to  the  commerce  of  France  and 
these  United  States,  and  particularly  to  free  ports ;  that  tiiere 
is  every  reason  to  expect  mutual  and  permanent  advantages 
ftom  these  liberal  measures  adopted  by  his  most  Christian 
majesty,  and  that  an  extension  thereof  to  his  West  India  co« 
lonies  will,  in  the  opinion  of  Congress,  increase  those  advan* 
tftges,  and  produce  the  most  salutary  effect/' 

It  is  proper,  in  this  place,  to  notice  the  benefits  conferred 
by  Lafayette  on  that  portion  of  the  American  community, 
engaged  in  the  whale  fisheries,  during  the  years  1784  and 
1785.  Addressing  himself  to  the  ministry  of  Louis  XVI,  he 
obtained  from  them  in  favour  of  a  company  of  merchants,  to 
be  instituted  in  Boston,  die  exclusive  privilege  of  furnishing 
free  of  duty,  sixteen  thousand  quintals  of  oil  to  M.  Sangrain, 
contractor  general  for  lighting  the  cities  of  Paris,  Yersaillea^ 
Ac.  &c.  who  agreed  to  enter  into  a  contract  with  a  company^ 
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to  be  formed  in  America,  to  purchase  that  quantity  of  whale 
oil,  of  three  qualities ;  one  half  of  the  first  quality,  one  quar> 
ter  of  the  second,  and  one  quarter  of  the  third,  deliverable  at 
Havre,  Nantz  and  Bordeaux  ;^— the  value  of  each  kind  to  be 
fixed  by  the  current  price  of  the  port,  at  the  time  of  delire- 
fy.  After  tfie  establishment  of  the  price,  payment  was  to  be 
made  by  M.  Sangrain,  in  articles  of  the  growth  and  manufac* 
ture  of  Prance,  according  to  inroices  to  be  furnished  by  the 
American  company's  agents,  and  to  the  full  value  of  the  oil 
imported ; — ^tfae  price  of  these  articles  to  be  r^ulated  in  the 
same  manner  as  Ihat  of  the  oil. 

These  proposals  Were  signed  by  M.  Sangrain  at  Paris,  on 
flie  seventh  of  May,  1785,  and  immediately  delivered  to,  and 
forwarded  by,  the  marquis,  to  the  United  States.  He  had 
laboured  with  great  assiduity  to  procure  the  total  exemption 
of  duties  on  whale  oil,  but  without  success ;  because  the 
French  government  had  directed  their  attention  to  the  en« 
couragement  of  the  fisheries  in  vessels  of  their  own  nation. 
The  following  extract  from  his  letter,  however,  to  Samuel 
Breck,  esquire,  of  Boston,  will  show  that,  with  regard  to  the 
sixteen  thousand  quintals  already  mentioned,  he  was  coin- 
pletely  successful ;  at  the  same  time,  it  is  an  evidetice  of  tte 
singleness  of  his  heart,  and  the  simplicity  of  his  style: 

"  Paris,  May  l3tK  1785. 
"  Mr  DXAR  raiEND, 

"In  consequence  of  our  conversations,  t  have  endeavouN 
ed  to  obtain  an  exemption  of  duties  upon  whale  oils,  but  ft 
could  not  be  done,  because  the  French  ministry  are  this  very 
moment  encouraging  that  fishery.  I,  therefore,  took  another 
way,  and  made  a  bargain,  which  you  will  find  the  more  ad- 
vantageous, as  1  have  obtained  from  M.  de  Calonne,  a  total 
exemption  of  duties, — national-r-foreign— of  every  kind  what* 
soever — ^for  the  tibree  American  vessels  who  wiM  carry  this 
invoice  of  oils.  You  easily  can  conceive  that  the  favour 
could  not  be  granted  for  more  than  one  invoice.  It  is  very 
mportant  that  it  be  of  a  good  nature ;  but  I  have  put  in  tiie 
90 
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.  be  left  oat  I  very  much  with  Wadaworth  and  you  aiay  un- 
dertake it,  as  I  tb^nk  there  is  a  profit  to  be  made.  The  pan* 
ports,  I  will  s^nd  by  the  next  packet  Mr.  Adams  is  to  show 
.  jou,  and  Mr.  Wadsworth  is  to  send  you  by  express,  the  copy 
of  the  proposals.  So  much  for  one  time ;  but  am  not  so 
sanguine  for  the  future,  except  this  invoice  is  very  satisfac- 
tory, and  the  national  attempt  does  not  meet  with  success. 

"  I  worked  very  hard  to  bring  this  about ;  and  am  happy 
at  having,  at  last,  obtained  a  point  which  may  be  agreeable 
to  New  England,  and  the  people  of  Boston.  I  wish  they 
may,  at  large,  know  I  did  not  n^ect  their  aj9airs ;  and,  al* 
though  thi9  is  a  kind  of  private  bargain,  yet  as  it  amounts  to 
a  value  of  about  ei^t  hundred  thousand  French  livres,  and 
government  have  been  prevailed  upon  to  take  off  all  duties* 
it  can  be  considered  as  a  matter  of  importance." 

On  the  twenty«ei^th  of  June^  M.  de  Calonne  officially  an* 
nounced  to  the  farmer  general  and  to  M.  de  Lafayette,  die 
total  exemption  from  duty  on  the  specified  quantity  of  oil, 
if  imported  previous  to  the  first  day  of  June,  1 7B6— the  pro* 
ceeds  of  the  oil  to  be  invested  in  the  produce  or  manu£io» 
tures  of  France. 

These  continued  and  valuable  marks  of  his  affection  for 
this  country  could  not  fail  to  make  a  general  and  lasting  im* 
pression  on  the  minds  of  the  American  communify.  No 
wonder,  then,  that  his  progress  through  the  United  States  in 
ihe  year  1784»  resembled,  in  its  best  features,  a  Roman  tri- 
umph. We  cannot  omit,  in  this  place,  as  connected  with 
tlie  subject  which  has  just  been  treated  upon,  the  singular 
«iode  of  testifying  their  gratitude,  adopted  by  the  inhabitants 
of  Nantucket,  who  had  become  extremely  impoverished  by 
the  long  war,  by  which  their  common  means  of  kubsistence 
had  been  totally  destroyed^  This  novelty  is  described  in 
the  foUowing  letter,  dated  Nantucket,  nineteenth  September, 
1786,  and  published  in  the  New  Plymouth  Gazette  of  the 
twenty-aeventh  of  the  same  month. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


"Ahfaoui^  Mpftnded  from  fhe  CMitiiimt,  Hie  iidHtbitMis 
of  this  itlaod  have  KieTertlielcM»  participated  with  their  M» 
low  citiseos,  in  the  just  tcHrate  of  gratitade  which  the  greal 
lervicet  rendered  bjr  M.  tiaie  marquis  de  La&jette  to  the 
United  States  have  obtained.  As  wise,  as  useful,  and  as  enp> 
lightened  in  peace,  as  h^  was  brave  and  skBful  in  war,  he 
has  endeavoured  still  closer  to  draw  together  two  nations, 
already  united  by  policy  and  reason.  To  aceonqplidi  diis 
object,  he  has  devoted  Ins  attention  to  those  commercial  ties 
which  might  prove  mutaally  advantageous.  With  the  view 
of  establishing  otr  commercial  relations  on  a  solid  and  per* 
manent  basis,  and  of  affording  to  us  thesmeans  of  paying  for 
the  merchandise  which  we  are  desirous  of  exporting  from 
France,  he  has  obtained  the  privilege  that  our  whale  ofl 
(which,  with  our  flocks,  constitutes  our  sole  riches)  shkll  pay 
no  other  duty  than  that  of  the  Hanseatic  towns :  thb  gener- 
ous concession  on  the  part  of  the  French  government,  has 
conferred  upon  us  an  extraordinary  benefit,  as  it  revives  oar 
discouraged  industry,  and  establishes  us  on  this  island,  tfie 
land  of  our  fathers,  from  which  the  new  order  of  things  would 
otherwise  have  compelled  us  to  emigrato.  Penetrated  wilh 
gratitude  for  so  signal  a  service,  the  inhabitants  of  Nantoek* 
et,  in  corporation  assemUed,  voted  €mi  reached,  That  each 
of  ttiem  should  contributo  the  milk  aflbrded  by  his  cow  dur- 
ing the  space  of  twenty-four  hours ;  that  the  whole  quantity 
flms  obtained  should  be  manu&ctored  into  a  cheeee  meighmg 
five  hundred  poundi  ;  and  ttiat  tiie  same  should  be  transmit- 
ted to  the  marquis  de  Lafayette,  as  a  feeble,  but  not  less  sin- 
cere, testimonial,  of  the  affection  and  gratitude  of  tiie  inhabit 
tants  of  Nantucket."*^ — We  trust  &at  the  present  generation 
will  not  imitate  their  fiithers,  by  preparing  a  second  grand 
Vaccine  jubilee. 

In  the  sunmier  of  1 784,  Lafayette  urged  by  his  strong  pnb- 

fie  and  private  attachments,  and  by  the  uigent  entreaties  of 

his  American  friends,  prepared  again  to  visit  the  transatlantte 

theatre  of  his  toils  and  glory.    He  longed  once  more  to  * 

•  Hem.  HmI*  pp.1  Hfeiia. 
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Itisde  Mi  friMd  Mi  (iftlf^ftj  Vtm  itfuillfoMr  Wmiyil^toif,  wImi 

•hadeaniefHf  jbiiMd iiifli0gnie?«fHnnlA€ioti,  afid  wto,  har- 

jngtetitied  to  Ibe  slui4«»  of  pvhr»t«  life,  tbm  fbeKflgty  itsctih 

bed  biB  bappy  sitinitiM,  t0  his  iMlopted  cMM.    *'  At  length, 

waj  detr  manpiis^  I  have  become  a  prrrate  eitiaen  on  the 

banks  of  the  Potomac ;  and,  vnder  the  shadow  o^  my  own 

vine,  and  my  own  fig-tree,  free  from  the  bustle  of  the  camp, 

and  the  busy  scenes  of  public  lifef  I  am  solacing  myself  wiA 

thoie  traaqail  ei^oyments,  of  uliicb  the  soldier,  who  is  evtf 

in  pursait  of  famei^-^^^he  statesman,  whose  watehfel  days  and 

•aleepless  nights  are  spent  in  devising  schemes  to  promote  the 

welfare  of  his  own.^rtiaps  the  rain  of  other  coantries,  as  if 

this  globe  was  insufficient  for  us  all, — and  the  courtier,  who 

is  always  watching  the  countenance  of  his  prince  in  the  hope 

of  catching  a  gracious  sniile,--K:an  hare  very  little  concep* 

tiesi.    I  have  not  only  retired  from  all  puUtc  emplojrments, 

but  am  retiring  within  myself,  and  shall  be  able  to  view  the 

ariitavy  walk,  and  tread  tiie  paths  of  private  life,  With  heart* 

fish  satisfaction.    Envious  of  none,  I  am  determined  to  be 

pleased  with  all;  and  this,  my  dear  friend,  being  the  order 

^  my  maroh,  I  will  move. gently,  down  the  stream  of  Bfe» 

imtil  I  sleep  witti  my  fediers/' 

On  the  first  of  July,  1784,  the  marquis  embaiked  at 

Havre  en  board  of  the  packet  ship  Courier,  and  arrived  at 

Mew* York  on  the  fourth  of  Aagust* 

•  The  particiikfi  of  Lsftyette's  toar  fiircni|rh  (he  Uaitsd  States  in 
I7H  ars  priaoiHIy  deiirsd  fiwn  a  irork,  eotilM,  •<  Memoirai  HHto* 
riquet  et  Pieosi  AatheDtujues  tar  M.  ds  LfSfajette,  Paris,  Tau  secondT 
(1794)  t9ma.  pp.  30S;"  #hich  oontaiiM  a  mats  of  misoallanoous  mattor 
rslativo  to  the  moniais.  His  visil  Co  this  oottotry  is  OHsatohr  dasorited, 
D^  M.  de  CreTeooear,  in  Dot  loss  than  siat/- throe  pages,  irhioh  embrace 
Uim  Tarious  addresses  presented  to  Lafayette,  tofetber  irhh  bis  reply  to 
esoh.  Wo  have  made  these  obtenraCions  and  aeknowladgmeots,  to 
avoid  the  suspicion  that  we  are  indebted  to  the  book  of  reoeiai  Holstein 
lor  oar  aoconatof  the  marqais'  visit  As  the  ffeneru  has  pablished 
naariy  a  literal  traaslatioa  from  the  Memoires  HislcKiqiies,  and  no  re- 
rereace  is  made  to  that  irork,  ire  might  very  readily,  and,  indeed,  sl^ 
most  eertaioly,  without  this  explanation,  have  &]len  anderthe  impvtsp 
tkia  of  baring  pillered  fnmi  the  pagss  of  Hobteia.  It  has  been  our 
pteasare  to  enter  more  into  details,  and  to  alter  the  phraseolof  y  of  our 
ambority,  battbs  rstemMaooeissttU  very  apparant-«#1hls  Jmim.  BitU 
r  SI— 114. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


The  visit  «(f  Lftfiijette  to  Americs  in  f  7S4,  maj  be  rank* 
eA  among  the  most  Snteresting  evenls  of*  his  life.  He  now 
crossed  the  ocean  to  behoW  the  gloriom  fmits  of  the  toils 
and  dangers  in  which  he  had  participated.  He  had  gone 
forth  as  a  sower  to  sow :  hot  his  seeds  fdl  neither  bj  the 
way  side,  irtiere  the  fowls  came  and  deroured  them  ap  ;-^ 
nor  upon  stonj  placesi  where  thej  were  scorched  by  the 
son  and  withered  away ; — nor  among  thorns,  which  sprung 
up  and  choked  them.  Bnt  "they  fell  into  good  ground, 
and  brought  forth  fruit,  some  a  hundred  Add,  some  sixty 
fold,  some  thirty  fold.  Yfho  hath  ears  to  hear,  let  him 
hear.*' — ^He  found  America  free,  united,  and  independent, 
enjoying,  after  a  long,  calamitous,  and  uncertain  war,  ^ 
uninterrupted  blessings  of  peace.  Surrounded  by  his  old 
associates  in  arms,  who  had  now  beaten  their  swords  into 
plough-shares,  and  their  spears  into  pruning  books,  he  mi^ 
welt  have  exclaimed,  in  the  language  of  the  psalmist,  '*  Be- 
iiold,  how  good  and  how  pleasant  it  is  for  brethren  to  dwell 
together  in  unity :  it  is  as  the  dew  o(  Hermon,  and  as  the 
dew  tfiat  d^cended  upon  die  mountains  of  £Son.'' 

No  sooner  had  the  news  of  Lafayette's  arrival  spread  it* 
self  over  the  city,  than  all  the  officers  who  had  served  with 
Idm  or  under  his  command,  and  the  citizens  who  were  ac* 
qoainted  with  him  during  the  war,  abandoned  (heir  usual  oc* 
cupations,  and  hastened  to  behold  again  their  fellow  soldier 
and  friend,  and  to  welcome  him  to  their  shores.  The  next 
day,  he  was  invited  to  a  splendid  entertainment,  where  the 
officers  appeared  in  their  uniforms,  which  had  been  long 
tnst  aside,  but  were  now  resumed  in  honour  of  the  occasion. 
Uninterrupted  joy  and  cordiality  enlivened  this  friendly  and 
paternal  festival ;  for  it  was  die  first  repast  that  Lafayette 
made  in  America,  after  (be  acknowledgment  and  full  estab* 
rrsiiment  of  her  independence. 

Having  passed  a  few  days  in  New^Yoilr,.  he  departed  for 
Phfl^etpfafiat,  wtiere  he  was  preceded  hf  the  happy  news  of 
hb  arrivk  fraai  S«iwpe.    At  sooke  distanee  ftooi  Hhe  eityv 
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lie  wa«  met  by  a  muneroufl  cacoit,  coaaiiting  of  the  joffifien 
vbo  had  served  in  the  continental  army,  the  'officers  of  mili* 
tia,  and  a  great  number  of  citisens  who  received  him  with 
the  most  ardent  tokens  of  gratitude.  The  ringing  of  bells» 
and  the  thunder  of  cannons,  announced  his  entrance  intD 
Philadelphia.  Not  only  the  streets,  but  the  doors  and  win- 
dows of  the  houses,  were  crowded  with  spectators,  and  all 
the  public  places  resounded  with  acclamations — ^After  visit- 
ing the  governor,  he  was  escorted  to  his  rooms  in  the  City 
Hotel,  where  he  partook  of  a  splendid  supper :  in  the  even- 
ing, a  general  illumination  took  place.  On  the  day  after 
his  arrival,  generals  Wayne,  St.  Clair,  and  Irwin,  were  depu* 
ted  by  the  corps  of  officers,  to  coi^ratulate  him  on  his  arri- 
val,  and  offer  him  their  respects,  in  the  name  of  the  Pennsyl- 
vania line.  But  it  was  not  only  from  his  friends,  his  acquaint- 
ance, and  the  different  societies  of  the  city,  that  he  receiv- 
ed the  most  flattering  and  energetic  addresses.  The  legisla- 
ture of  Pennsylvania,  as  soon  as  they  were  informed  of  Us 
arrival,  appointed  a  committee,  consisting  of  one  member 
from  each  county,  to  present  him  with  the  following 

ADDRESS. 

The  representatives  of  the  freemen  of  the  state  of  PenD» 
aylvania,  offi^ryou  their  most  affectionate  congratulations  on 
your  safe  arrival  in  Philadelphia,  and  welcome  you  in  the 
name  of  the  state.  Enjoying  the  blessing!  of  liberty  and 
peace,  we  contemplate,  with  peculiar  delist,  those  distin- 
guished characters  who  braved  the  dangers  of  the  ocean,  to 
unite  in  our  struggle  against  oppression^  and  to  aid  us  in 
bringing  our  revolutionary  war  to  a  happy  termination.  We 
consider  you  as  the  first  among  those  illustrious  men ; — your 
example  and  your  zeal,  animated  and  encouraged  even  our 
own  citizens,  and  you  did  not  depart  from  ut  until  the  object 
of  our  wishes  waiaceompiisbed.  Reoeivei  sir,  this  mark  of 
our  gratitude  for  the  numerous  services  that  you  have  ren- 
dered to  this  cottnti7«  both  in  the  cabinet  and  the  field.  May 
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your  abode  in  Ameriea  be  as  pleasing  to  yoQ,  at  to  a  Datum 
wiiich  can  never  foiiget  the  biiltiaot  conduct,  and  dittingokll* 
el  talents,  of  the  MAR<rDn  ns  Lapatbttb. 

To  fliia  addieis  the  marquis  replied  in  the  following  tenpia: 

I  deeply  ieel  the  flattering  testimonial  of  approbation,  with 
which  I  am  honoured  by  the  legislature  of  Pennsylvania.  My 
reception  in  this  city, — the  remembrance  of  the  great  obli- 
gations which  I  owe  to  this  state, — the  beautiful  spectacle 
created  by  the  return  of  peace  and  plenty, — alf  concur  at 
this  time,  in  augmenting  my  happiness. — I  sensibly  acknow- 
ledge, gentlemen,  your  goodness  in  recalling  my  feeble  efforts 
to  your  remembrance; — and  1,  also,  recollect  the  impression 
which  your  zeal,  your  patriotism,  and  your  perseverance,  at 
that  time,  made  upon  my  mind. 

Now  that  the  great  woric  is  accomplished,  let  us  mutually 
congratulate  ourselves  on  the  federal  union  which  the  peace 
has  cemented,  and  upon  which,  the  importance,  the  power, 
and  the  riches  of  this  beautiful  country,  rest :  that  union  is 
the  bond  which  will  continue  to  preserve  brotherly  love  and 
teciprocal  friendship  among  the  citizens  of  the  states. — ^I 
shall  be  happy  to  receive  the  commands  of  this  republic,  at 
every  period  of  my  existence,  and  in  whatever  part  of  the 
world  I  may  be :  my  zeal  for  its  prosperity  is  only  equalled 
by  my  gratitude  and  respect.* 

Desirous  of  speedily  accomplishing  one  of  the  principal 
objects,  of  his  voyage,  and  of  enjoying  the  heartfelt  happi* 
ness  of  again  beholding  his  illustrious  patron  and  friend,  he 
left  Philadelphia  on  the  fourteenth  of  August — slept  at  Bal* 
timore  the  next  night — ^and  on  the  nineteenth,  arrived  at 
Mount  Vernon,  and  rested  beneath  the  roof  hallowed  by  the 
presence  and  the  virtues  of  Washington. 

•  TiMie  doonmaatt  beiof  tramktad  from  tha  Fraaelh  •■  waO  ss 
sone  others  which  mre  to  he  fooiid  io  this  volnme,  loiM  vartatioo  from 
the  phrsMology  oC  the  orifinak,  bo  doaht,  existi;  hat  theMaoa b  iaao 
wisesltatad*    The  orifiDsb  were  not  «t  head 
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Wb€D  ire  reflect  open  the  principel  evenb  n  the  livf»  ef 
theie  two  iDastriooB  men;*— the  difference  in  theur  Mgti  tad 
countries ;— 4he  diitance  whkh  sepumted  thcM  tnm  efteh 
other ; — ^the  circumstances  which  brought  them  U^ether;— 
the  importance  of  the  scenes  throng  which  Siej  had  passed ; 
the  glorious  success  of  their  courageous  efforts  ;-*>-the  mutual 
ilQxie^  again  to  embrace  each  other ;— the  tender  and  truly 
.paternal  esteem  of  the  one,  and  the  respect,  admiration,  and 
filial  attachment,  of  the  other ; — when  we  reflect  upon  all 
this,  we  fiod  that  everj  thing  contributed  to  stamp  this  in* 
teresting  interview  witii  a  sublimity  of  character,  which  had 
no  prototype  in  the  annals  of  man.* 

Afler  having  passed  twelve  happy  days  at  Mount  Vernon, 
the  remembrance  of  which  have  long  been  faithfully  cher* 
ished  by  Lafayette,  he  proceeded  to  Baltimore,  where  he  ar* 
rived  on  the  Uiirty^first  of  August  One  impulse  alone  ap« 
peared  to  animate  eveiy  mind,  and.  immense  crowds  flocked 
to  ofl^r  to  him  tiie  tribute  of  their  gratitude  and  affection. 
An  address  was  pcesented  to  him  by  a  conunittee  consisting 
of  the  principal  inhabitants,  in  the  name  of  the  citizens  of 
Baltimoire  ;  and  be  was  honoured  with  a  civic  festival,  at 
which  more  than  three  hundred  individuals  were  present 

It  would, be  necessary  to  translate  all  our  thou^ts  and 
fedis^  to  the  days  of  the  revplution^  to  abstract  ourselves 
as  it  were,  from  tiie  present  to  the  past, — ^to  be  able  to  ap* 
pieciaie  tt^  remarkable  and  almost  miraculous  ascendeBcy« 
which  tfaia  young  man,  then  in  bis  twenty-eighth  year,  had 
oVtfined  aver  the  minds  of  all  classes  of  society.  This  in* 
Suenoe  even  extended  to  the  allied  nations  of  Indians,  vrith 
whom  be  had  firequenUy  treated  during  the  war ;  and  he  wit 
49  well  knqwtt  to  the  members  of  congress,  who  had  just 
been  deputed  to  negotiate  a  treaty  of  peace  with  those  sava* 
ges  at  Fort  Schuyler,  that  he  was  invited  to  join  in  their  do» 
f|berraoiii. 

•  Msmofirss  Historifoss,  Jtao.  p.  !& 
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In  consequence  of  this  invitatiou,  he  retarned  to  New- 
York»  on  the  twelfth  of  September,  where  he  remained  three 
days  previous  to  the  continuance  of  his  route  to  Albanj.-^ 
The  day  aftdr  his  arrival,  the  corporation  of  the  city  unani- 
mously  admitted  him  to  all  the  rights  of  citizenship,  and  ap- 
pointed a  committee  to  present  to  him  the  diploma  in  a  gold- 
en box,  accompanied  with  a  suitable  address.  Major-gener- 
al M'Dougal,  at  the  head  of  the  officers  of  the  continental 
army,  also  presented  him  with  an  exprjessive  and  affectionate 
address,  and  invited  him  to  a  superb  entertainment.  On  ihe 
following  day,  he  was  placed  at  the  head  of  a  table,  around 
which  were  seated  the  greater  part  of  the  respectable  citi* 
zens  and  strangers. 

On  the  twentieth  of  September,  he  embarked  on  th^ 
Hudson,  accompanied  by  numerous  individuals  who  were 
anxious  to  witness  the  approaching  ceremony,  and  proceed- 
ed to  Fort  Schuyler,  to  participate  in  the  '^talk''  with  the 
Indians.  He  addressed  them  with  his  usual  eloquence  and 
skill,  pointing  out  the  advantages  of  peace,  and  the  certain 
destruction  that  awaited  them,  if  they  persisted  in  ravaging 
the  frontiers.  The  words  of  Kagewlai  for  such  was  the  In* 
dian  title  of  Lafayette,  were  recfeived  with  satisfaction  and 
gratitude,  even  by  the  untutored  savage,  "  Father  I"  replied 
one  of  the  Mohawk  chiefs,  "  we  have  heard  thy  voice,  and 
we  rejoice  that  thou  hast  visited  thy  children,  to  give  to  them 
good  and  necessary  advice :  thou  hast  said  that  we  have  done 
wrong  in  opening  our  ears  to  wicked  men,  and  closing  oor 
hearts  to  thy  counsels.  Father !  it  is  all  true ;  We  have  left 
the  good  path ;  we  have  wandered  away  from  it,  and  been 
enveloped  in  a  black  cloud.  We  have  now  returned,  that 
Aou  mayest  find  in  us,  good  and  faithful  children.  Father  I 
we  rejoice  to  hear  thy  voice  among  us ;  it  seems  that  the 
Great  Spirit  has  directed  thy  footsteps  to  this  council  of 
friendship,  to  smoke  the  calamut  of  peace  and  fellowship, 
with  thy  long-lost  children." 

After  returning  to  Albany,  and  visitii^the  famous  battle* 
21 


Digitized  by 


Google 


;gmmd  of  Saratoga,  La&yette  proceeded  toward  Bottoti,  in 
accordance  with  the  pressing.  iDvitatioDS  that  be  bad  r^eir- 
ed.  In  passing  throng  Connecticat,  be  wa»  met  at  some 
difltance  from  Hartford  by  a  great  number  of  ita  principal  in- 
babitants,  wbo  escorted  him  into  tbe  town,  amid  tbe  roar  of 
cannon,  and  tbe  acclamations  of  the  people.  The  civil  au- 
thorities addressed  him  on  behalf  of  the  citizens,  and  express- 
ed tbe  real  pleasure  which  bis  return  bad  universally  pro- 
duced: they  also  invited  him  to  a  grand  public  dinner.  Some 
time  after,  when  tbe  town  of  Hartford  was  incorporated,  the 
new  municipality,  at  their  first  meeting,  conferred  on  him,  as 
well  as  his  son,  all  tbe  rights  of  citizenship. 

From  Hartford,  be  directed  his  course  to  Worcester,  in 
the  state  of  Massachusetts,  and  from  thence  to  Watertown, 
about  seven  miles  £rom  Boston,  where  be  was  met  by  Hue 
officers  of  the  old  continental  arn\y,  and  escorted  to  the  ho- 
tel On  their  march  toward  Boston,  they  were  met  by  a 
body  of  troops,  bearing  the  flags  of  America  and  France, 
wbo  saluted  their  distingui^ed  visiter  with  thirteen  guns : 
soon  after,  a  great  number  of  citiz^s  joined  this  military 
escort  Tbe  procession  was  now  formed  in  tbe  following 
order :  1.  Tbe  pioneers.  3.  A  company  of  artillery  and  of 
independents.  3.  Drums  and  fifes.  4.  Full  military  band. 
5.  The  marquis  de  Lafayette,  accompanied  by  the  count 
Grandebain,  commander  of  the  royal  frigate  La  Nymphe,  tbe 
chevalier  de  Caraman,  who  attended  him  from  France,  and 
major^eneral  Knox.  6.  Tbe  officers  of  tbe  Massachusetts 
line.  7.  M.  de  Letombe,  consul-general  of  France.  8.  Ci- 
tizens in  carriages.  9.  Last  division  of  officers. — ^His  ap- 
proach waaproclaimed  to  the  citizens  of  Boston  by  the  firicg 
of  cannon,  and  the  ringing  of  bells,  and  an  immense  multitude 
poured  forth  to  welcome  tbe  hero;  the  streets  through  which 
he  passed  were  filled  with  spectators,  as  well  as  the  doors» 
windows,  and  even  the  roo&,  of  the  bouses.  When  be  en- 
tered State-street,  a  second  salute  of  thirteen  guns  was  fired* 
and  the  shouts  and  acclamations  of  tbe  multitude  were  un* 
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ceaiiBg,  OAtil  he  arrived  at  bb  lodginp.  HaTing  presentel 
hinuelf  in  the  bakonjr  to  gratify  the  loud  and  reiteraleA 
wishes  <rf  the  people,  he  returned  thanks  to  the  citizens  with 
his  nsual  afiabili^.  The  proper  aathorities  relighted  the 
^  lamps  of  the  city  on  the  eveiung  of  this  memorable  day,  for 
the  first  time  since  the  conclunon  of  the  war. 

The  day  after  his  arrival,  general  Knox  presented  him 
with  an  address  in  the  name  of  the  continental  officers  of  the 
Massachusetts  line,  to  which  he  made  a  modest  and  affec-  ' 
tionate  reply. 

The  state  goyemment,  being  desirous  of  affording  a  dis- 
tinguished evidence  of  their  gratitude  and  esteem  toward  the 
marquis,  selected  the  nineteenth  day  of  October,  celebrated 
as  ^the  anuiversaiy  of  the  capture  of  Comwallis,  to  confer 
new  public  honours  on  their  illustrious  guest  In  conse- 
quence of  previous  arrai^ments,  the  governor  of  the  state, 
file  president  of  the  senate,  the  speaker  of  the  house  of  re- 
presentatives, the  executive  council,  and  tb^members  of  the 
two  houses,  assembled  in  the  great  hall  of  audience,  to  con- 
gratulate him  on  his  happy  arrival  in  America.  When  M 
de  Lafayette  was  introduced,  the  governor,  in  eloquent  and 
impressive  terms,  testified  the  high  esteem  and  gratitude  en- 
tertained for  him  by  the  state  of  Massachusetts,  the  remem- 
biunce  of  which  could  never  be  effaced.— The  report  of  this 
ceremony  having  spread  itself  over  the  city,  all  the  neigh- 
bourii^  streets  were  completely  crowded  with  people,  and 
it  was  with  great  difficulty  that  a  lane  was  formed  by  the 
military  tiurou^  the  multitude,  to  the  City  Hotel.  When 
tins  was  efieeted,  Lafiiyette  appeared,  accompanied  by  the 
governor,  the  members  of  the  l^slature,  the  old  continental 
officers,  the.  clergymen  of  different  sects,  and  ttie  principal 
citizens,  who  escorted  him  into  the  great  saloon  of  (be  hotel 
where  an  entertainment  had  been  prepared  for  five  hundred 
persona.  Thirteen  arcades  were  thrown  across  the  bottom  of 
flie  saloon,  emblematical  of  the  thirteen  states  of  the  Union : 
layette  was  seated  beneath  the  centre  arch,  ihmi  which 
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a  ieiirH!e-Ij«  mu  ttspendecL  After  ditmer,  tbirteen  pt« 
iriotic  toasts  were  drank,  and  each  one  celebrated  bj  tbir^ 
teen  guns  statiotied  in  the  market-place.  When  the  heaMi 
of  general  Washington  was  pronounced,  a  curtain,  placed 
behind  M.  de  Lafayette,  immediatelj  fell,  and  disclosed  th^ 
portrait  of  that  great  man,  encircled  with  laurels,  and  deco- 
rated with  the  flags  of  America  and  France.  Lafayette 
arose,  and  steadfastly  regarded  it  with  a  mixture  of  tender- 
ness, pleasure,  and  surprise.  For  a  few  moments  he  gazed 
in  silent  admiration,  when  a  voice  exclaimed,'  Long  live 
Washington  /-*-the  effect  was  electrical ;  the  name  of  the 
gallant  chieftain  of  liberty  resounded  from  all  parts  of  the 
room,  and  the  shouts  of  Long  Uve  Wafkinglon  I  were  drown- 
ed amid  peals  of  applause  and  enthusiastic  acclamation^.-— 
On  the  same  evening  Mrs.  Hayley  gave  a  grand  ball,  accom- 
panied with  splendid  fire-works,  in  honour  of  Lafayette,  and 
her  house  was  brilliantly  illuminated.  The  legislative  assem- 
bly granted  him  the  privilege  of  assisting  in  their  sittings, 
which  he  frequently  made  use  of  during  his  stay  in  Boston. 
After  remaining  a  few  days,  he  proceeded  to  Visit  the 
towns  of  Salem,  Cape-Anne,  Marblehead,  Beverly,  and  New- 
buryport,  and  then  proceeded  to  Portsmouth,  the  capital  of 
New-Hampshire,  where  a  great  number  of  his  old  militaiy 
comrades  had  retired  to  enjoy  repose  in  the  bosom  of  their 
iamilies.  Wherever  he  went  he  was  greeted  with  affection- 
ate addresses  and  public  entertainments :  his  entrance  into, 
and  departure  from,  the  towns  on  his  route,  were  announced 
by  the  merry  ringing  of  bells,  the  loud  roar  of  cannon,  and 
the  acclamations  of  grateful  multitudes  ;  and  these  evidences 
of  national  affection  and  gratitude  were  the  more  precious, 
as  they  bore  the  marics  of  an  energetic  zeal  and  friendly  sin- 
cerity, rather  than  of  pomp  and  ostentation.— When  the  ad- 
dress of  the  inhabitants  of  Marblehead  was  concluded,  the 
orator  perceiving  that  M.  de  Lafayette  appeared  astonished 
at  the  great  number  of  women  mingled  with  the  male  citizens 
•  who  had  been  deputed  to  offer  him  their  congratutatiojM*  re* 
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^  in  file  revoladonarjF  war,  and  the  ^then  of  childreii  for 
urtioie  iSbecty  you  have  contended  on  tbe  field  of  battle.—^ 
They  are  now  here  in  the  pfaices  of  their  husbands,  many  of 
'  whom  wereonee  knotm  to  yon. 

•  Lafiiyette  now  retarned  to  Boston,  and,  in  a  few  days, 
ffoceeded  to  Providence,  where- he  met  with  tfie  customary 
bonoarsw  He  was  invited  to  a  grand  entertainment,  by  the 
governor,  deputy-governor,  members  of  the  l^latnre,  and 
fMincipal  cititfens,  and  presented  witt  addresses  both  by  the 
government  and  (he  officers  of  the  artny. 

After  visiting  Newport,  the  scene  of  his  active  exertions 
in  the  summer  of  1778,  he  returned  to  Boston,  and  embark- 
ed in  Ae  royal  frigate  La  Nympbe  for  the  mouth  of  Yoilt 
River,  in  Chesapeake  Bay.  Lafayette  now  approached  the 
ttieatre  on  which  he  had  displayed  the  full  powers  of  his  mili* 
lary  greatness, — ^where  be  had  united  the  bravery  of  youths 
with  the  <:ircuinspectiont>f  the  veteran,-i-and  where  he  had 
baffled  the  manoeuvres,  restricted  the  operations,  and  finally, 
entangled  in  inextricable  toils,  one  of  the  tiK>6t  brave  and 
celebrated  generals  of  Europe. — ^The  ildiabitants  of  Wil* 
Mamsburg  came  to  the  shore  to  receive  the  gallant  youth 
who  had  saved  a  part  of  their  territory  from  Britidi  devas- 
tations, and  escorted  him  into  file  city,  where  he  was  receiv- 
ed with  almost  indescribable  maiks  of  entiiusiasm  and  love. 
He  became  the  guest  of  the  brave  general  Nelson ;  and,  the 
next  day,  received  the  congratulations  and  addresses  of  the 
city-coiporation. 

vOn  the  morning  of  the  ei^teenth  of  November,  tiie  mar^ 
quis  entered  Richmond,  where  Waslunglcm  had  arrived  three 
days  before,  a  city  which,  by  a  long  and  extraordmaiy  forced 
march,  he  had  once  saved  from  pillage  and  destruction.— 
Never  was  reception  more  cordial,  or  niore  demonstrative 
of  afiection  and  respect,  thkn  was  ^Ven  to  these  beloved 
personages.  The  house  of  delegates,  immediately  on  itt 
meeting,  came  to  the  foSowing  resoldtion :  "  The  honse  be* 
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iOg  kifonned  «f ^Ae  atrival,  this  mMi^ 
I;«afiiyette  in  flii»  city,  Rcsolvedi  iMfMine  amiradictmie,  thitt 
a  comviittee  of  five  bt  ftppoiiiled,  to  pfeaest  to  biHk  tbe  «fr 
Ibctioimte  reqpecti  of  this  houte*  to  sigB^y  U>  him  dieir  3eii» 
sibilitj  to  the  pleasing  proof,  given  bjtbie  vitit  to  tbe  United 
States,  and  to  this  state  in  particular ;  Ihat  the  benevolent 
and  honourable  sentintents  which  originally  proiapted  bins 
to  embark  in  the  hazardous  fortunes  of  Anierica,  still  reader 
the  prosperity  of  its  afiairs  an  object  of  bis  attention  and  re* 
gard ;  and  to  assure  him,  that  they  cannot  review  the  scenes 
of  blood  and  danger  through  which  we  have  arrived  at  the 
blessings  of  peace,  without  beiog  touched,  in  the  moat  lively 
manner,  with  the  recollection,  not  only  of  the  invaluable  seiw 
rices  for  which  the  United  States  at  large  are  so  much  ish 
debted  to  him,  but  of  that  conspicuous  display  of  cool  intt^ 
pidity  and  wise  conduct,  during  his  command  in  the  campaign 
of  1781,  which,  by  having  so  essentially  served  this  state  ia 
particular,  have  f^ven  him  so  just  a  title  to  its  particular  ac* 
knowledpn^ts.  That,  impressed  as  they  thus  are  with  the 
distinguished  lustre  of  bis  character,  they  cannot  form  a  wish 
more  suitable,  than  that  the  lesson  it  affords  may  inspire  all 
those  whose  noble  minds  may  emulate  his  glory,  to  pursue  it 
by  means  equally  ^luspicious  to  the  interests  of  hum^ty." 

And  a  committee  waS' appointed,  of  Mr.  Henry*  Mr.  Madi* 
son,  Mr.  Jones,  (of  King  Geoige,}  Mr.  Matthews,  and  Mr* 
Brent 

An  address  like  this,  proceedmg  from  an  assemUf  adorn* 
ed  by  ttie  virtues,  tbe  abilities,  and  the  eloqueooOt  of  a 
Henry  and  a  Madison»  oonld  not  have  £uled  to  iiKq>reas  flie 
heart  of  tbe  maniuis  de  liafayette  with  feelingi  of  afanost 
inexpressible  delight  And,  accordingly,  in  his  feeling  reply » 
he  expressed,  in  appropriate  terms,  his  thanks  for  the  flat 
tedng  &¥onr  vrhich  they  had  conferred  on  him,  and  for  the 
constant  partiality  and  unbounded  confidence  of  Viiginia 
towards  him,  in  die  most  trying  times*  "  I  need  not  add,** 
said  he,  *'  lAat  my  sentiments  mast  be  in  Viif^a,  where 
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ilep  bf  «tep  liaire  I  80  keMlf  fett  fi»r  Iter  4iatMM,f><»^ 
If  etijojed  ber  recovefj.  Our  aimed  fyscm  wm  «Uiged  t# 
wtMet,  btttyoarpatrotk  faeMts  stood  uBshakeD;  aadwbilc^ 
oitber  ftl  tbat  period*  or  in  our  better  boiir9»  mf  obtigatioHi 
to  yoa  ere  niimberleas,  I  am  happy  in  this  opportunity  to  oh* . 
terve,  that  ttie  excellent  services  ot  joar  nulitia  were  eon- 
tinned  wifli  nnparaHeled  steadiness.  Impressed  with  the  ate* 
cessaty  of  federal  union,  I  was  the  more  pleased  in  the  com- 
mand of  an  army  so  peculiarly  federal,  as  Virginia  herself 
freely  bled  in  defence  of  her  sister  states. — In  my  wishes  to 
this  commonwealth,  gentlemen,  I  will  persevere  with  the 
same  zeal,  that,  once  and  for  ever,  has  devoted  me  to  her. 
May  her  ibrtile  soil  rapidly  increase  her  wealth — may  all  the 
waters,  which  so  hnniriantly  flow  witlun  her  limits,  be  happy 
channels  of  the  most  extensive  trade — and  may  ^e  in  her 
wisdom,  and  the  enjoyment  of  prosperity,  continue  to  give 
die  worid  unquestionable  proofs  of  her  philantiiropy,  and 
her  regard  for  the  liberties  of  all  mankind." 

Washington  and  Lafayette  now  returned  together  to  Mount 
Vernon;  and,  for  some  time,  they  were  fully  occupied  in 
bonourii^  wifli  their  presence,  the  entertainments  given  by 
file  citisens  of  Alexandria  and  Annapolis.  The  house  of  as* 
sembly,  of  Maryland,  which  met  in  the  latter  city,  hastened 
to  testiiy  their  high  respect  and  gratitude  toward  such  illus* 
trious  individuals,  by  an  eloquent  address,  that  flowed  dired* 
ly  from  the  heart ;  and  the  splendid  festival  whith  foUowad^ 
was  rendered  yet  more  interesting,  by  the  presence  of  Henry 
Laurens,  formerly  president  of  congress. 

At  Annapolis,  La&yette  received  the  last  embraces  and 
paternal  benedictions  of  Washington :  and  took  an  afiection* 
ate  iareweU  of  the  numerous  friends  who  had  assendbled  in 
that  city. 

After  passing  through  Baltimore  and  Philadelphia,  he  ar» 
rived  on  &e  eighth  of  December  at  Trenton,  where  congreis 
was  then  sitting,  to  take  leave  of  tint  body.  The  next  day 
he  received  the  congratulatiMis,  and  address,  of  the  legisl^ 
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Itie  of  Nevr«Jen^,  -mho  appoiQled  a  committcte  to  weksns 
him^  in  liie  mriM of  tbe<ttate.  On  the  nfaitti  of  Deeember^ 
coogreifl,  desir0ii9<rf  maniiiBiftiiig,  in  the  fltningeft  manner^ 
tbeir  eiteem  and  regard  for  their  divtingaithed  gnest, 

.  Rnohtdt  That  a  conunittee»  to  coafiist  of.  one  member 
firom  each  state,  be  appointed  to  receive  the  marquis,  and| 
in  the  name  of  coi^ess,  to  take  leave  of  him.  That  they  be 
instructed  to  assure  him,  that  congress  continue  to  entertain 
the  same  high  sense  of  his  abilities  and  zeal  to  promote  the 
welfans  of  America,  both  here  and  in  Europe,  which  thejr 
have  frequently  expressed  imd  manifested  on  former  occa* 
sions,  and  which  the  recent  marks  of  his  attention  to  their 
commercial  and  other  interests,  have  perfectly  confirmed. 
That,  as  his  uniform  and  unceasing  attachment  to  this  coun- 
try has  resembled  that  of  a  patriotic  citizen,  the  United 
States  r^[ard  bim  with  particular  affection,  and  will  not 
cease  to  feel  an  interest  in  whatever  may  concern  his  ho* 
Bour  and  prosperity ;  and  that  their  best  and  kindest  wishes 
will  always  attend  Hol 

Btsohed,  that  a  letter  be  written  to  his  most  Christiao 
majesty,  to  be  signed  by  his  excellency,  the  president  of 
congress,  expressive  of  the  high  sense  which  the  United 
States,  in  congress  assembled,  entertain  of  the  zeal,  talents, 
and  meritorious  services,  of  the  marquis  de  Lafayette,  and 
Itecommending  him  to  the  favour  and  patronage  of  his 
majesty. 

I  On  the  thirteenth  of  December,  Mr.  Jay,  chairman  of  the 
committee  thus  appointed  to  receive  and  take  leave  of  the 
paarqub,  reported,  that  oh  the  eleventh  instant,  they  receiv* 
ed  him  in  the  congress  chamber,  and  took  leave  of  him  ac- 
i^ording  to  the  instructions  which  they  had  received  ;-*-that 
they  communicated  to  bim  the  purport  of  the  resolutions  of 
the  ninth» — and  that  he,  thereupon^  made  the  following 
answer: 
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IVhile  it  pleaies  the  Umted  Stttet  in  congran,  to  kind)/ 
tonceiYe  me,  I  waat  words  to  eKpreMtte  feedings  of  a  heart 
irhich  deii^KtB  in  ttmt  preMnt  litaatioii,  and  the  beBtowed 
maiiLs  of  ttieiT  esteem. 

Since  I  joined  the  atandard  of  libertj,  to  this  wished^br 
hoar  of  my  personal  congratulations,  I  have  seen  such  glo- 
rioiis  deeds  performed,  and  virtaes  displayed,  by  die  sons  of 
America,  that,  in  the  instant  of  my  first  concern  for  them/ 1 
bad  anticipated  but  a  part  *f  the  love  and  regard  which  de^ 
▼ote  me  to  this  rising  empire. 

During  our  revolution,  sir,  I  obtained  an  unlimited,  indul* 
gent,  confidence,  which  I  am  equally  happy  and  proud  to 
acknowledge ;  it  dates  with  the  time,  when,  an  unexperien- 
ced youth,  I  could  only  claim  my  respected  friends'  pater- 
nal adoption.  It  has  been  most  benevolently  ctmtinued 
throughout  every  circumstance  of  (he  cabinet  and  the  field '; 
and,  in  personal  friendships,  I  have  often  found  a  support 
against  public  difficulties.  While,  on  this  solemn  occasion, 
I  mention  my  obligations  to  congress,  the  states,  the  people 
at  lai^,  permit  me  also  to  remember  the  dear  military  com- 
panions, to  whose  services  their  country  is  so  much  indebted. 

Having  felt  both  for  the  timely  aid  of  my  country,  and  for 
the  part  she,  with  a  beloved  king,  acted  in  the  cause  of  rnan*^ 
kind,  I  enjoy  an  alliance  so  well  rivetted  by  mutual  affection; 
by  interest,  and  even  local  situation.  Recollection  ensures 
it  Futurity  does  but  enlarge  the  prospect ;  and  the  private 
intercourse,  will,  every  day,  increase,  which  independent 
and  advantageous  trade  cherishes,  in  proportion  as  it  is  well 
understood. 

In  unbounded  wishes  to  America,  sir,  I  am  happy  to  ob- 
serve the  prevailing  disposition  of  the  people  to  strengthen 
the  confederation,  preserve  public  faith,  regulate  trade,  and, 
in  a  proper  guard  over  continental  magazines  and  frontier 
posts,  in  a  general  system  of  militia,  in  foreseeing  attention  to 
the  navy,  to  ensure  every  kind  of  safety.  May  thii  mmens^ 
23 
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fU  lo  tlu  9ppr€99edt  and u  tandiHify  fbr  tkt  rtghU  ^mon- 
Undi  and  may  theie  htppy  Ujiited  Stales  attaitt  Ibat  com- 
ptete  spleodoor.aad  prosperHy,  wfaieh  wiQ  iHiutrate  tfae 
blessings  of  ttieir  goTenunent,  and  for  ages  to  comev  rejoieii 
the  departed  souls  of  its  foonders. 

.  However  uawilling  to  trespass  on  jronr  time,  I  most  yet 
present  you  with  grateful  thanks  for  the  late  &Toars  of  con- 
gross,  and  never  can  they  oblige  me  so  much  as  when  they 
put  it  in  my  power,  in  every  paii  of  the  world,  to  the  latest 
day  of  my  life,  to  gratify  the  attachm^t  which  will  ever 
mnk  me  among  the  most  zealous  and  itspectfiil  servants  of 
the  United  States. 

Lafayette. 

La&yette  now  returned  to  New-York,  where  the  frigate 
La  Nymphe  was  prepared  for  his  reception*  and  after  reraam- 
ing  ten  days  in  that  city,  he  embarked  at  Whitehall,  on  the 
^enty-fifUi  of  December,  1784,  acconqpanied  on  board  by 
the  governor  of  the  state,  the  officers  of  the  army,  the  Frendi 
ccmsul,  and  a  number  of  the  citizens*  who  now  reiterated 
their  affectionate  adieus*  The  flag  pf  the  United  States 
waved  over  the  forts  on  the  battery,  which  saluted  him  with 
thirteen  guns :  and  the  frigate  returned  the  same  number^  the 
moment  he  stepped  on  board. 

Such  was  the  closing  scene  of  a  visit,  as  novel,  as  it  proved 
pregnant  in  instructive  truths,  and  as  honourable  to  &e  two 
nations  of  France  and  America,  as  it  was  to  the  marquu  de 
Lafayette. 

We  have  already  mentioned  that  George  Wastungton 
Greene,  the  eldest  son  of  general  Greene,  accompanied  him 
to  France,  and  pursued  his  education  under  the  marquis' 
caret  until  the  revolution  broke  out  in  that  country. — ^La 
iayette  also  took  with  him  a  young  Indian,  damed  Otsiguette, 
prince,  and  heir*apparent,  of  the  Qneidas,  a  nation  well 
known  for  their  persevering  attachment  to  the  American 
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livmted  state  i  but,  after  looie  Taan  mBtnictioii  in  Prancei 
his  pro&eiaiiGjr  in  ipeakingi  reading,  and  writing  flie  Frenoh 
and  EngKsb  langnagee,  and  inofiier  acquirements,  promised 
much  usefulness  to  his  nation.  But,  after  lus  return  in  the 
summer  of  1 788,  he  soon  became  dissipated,  and  more  savage 
than  ever,  and  died  in  a  short  time. 

Many  of  the  states  enacted  laws  to  naturalize  Ihe  marquis 
de  Lafiiyette  and  his  male  descendants.  In  the  year  1784, 
November  session,  ibe  l^islature  of  Maryland  passed  an  act 
for  that  purpose,  breathing  the  warm  and  strong  feelings'  of 
those  who  knew  him  well,  and  speaking  a  language  to  which 
the  heart  of  eveiy  American  responds  in  sincere  and  cheer- 
ful accordance.— ^Connecticut  was  the  second  state  in  the 
union,  that  offered,  without  solicitation,  these  noble  and  flat* 
taring  privileges  to  a  foreigner.  The  general  assembly  of 
Massachusetts  also  passed  a  special  act  of  naturalization  in 
&voQr  of  die  marquis  and  his  family :  an  honour  which  is 
thus  acknowledged  by  him,  in  a  letter  to  the  late  Samuel 
Kreck,  esquire,  of  Boston,  with  whom  he  enjoyed  reciprocal 
and  uninterrupted  friendship,  until  the  period  of  his  decease ; 
"  To  be  naturalized  a  Massachusetts-man,  as  well  as  my  pos- . 
terity,  will  be  one  of  the  most  honourable,  and  the  most 
pleMing  circumstances  of  a  life  which  is  for  ever  devoted  to 
love  and  to  serve  your  country."  Yiiginia,  and,  it  is  believ* 
ed,  some  other  states,  enacted  similar  laws,  but  his  unlimited 
zeal  for  the  gloiy  and  prosperity  of  die  United  States,  and 
his  ardent  afiection  for  the  people,  had  long  before  natural* 
ized  him  in  the  heart  of  eveiy  lover  of  liberty. — ^During  his 
visit,  thecoUeges  of  Harvard  and  Princeton  conferred  on  him 
Hbe  honoraky  degree  of  Doctor  of  Laws;  and  he  is'  also  a 
■lember  of  the  American  Academy  of  Arts  and  Sciences,  the 
American  Philosophical  Society,  and  other  learned  institu* 
tions. 

The  resolution  of  the  legblature  of  Virginia,  placing  the 
bust  of  Lafayette  in  the  capitol  of  dmt  state,  has  already  beea 
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mentioaed.  The  foUowing  is  an  extrtct  of  a  hrtter  rehfing 
to  that  buftt,  dated  fleVeDteenth  Sq>tetnber,  1786,  from  Mr. 
JefiersoA,  minister  plenipotentiarj  of  the  United  States,  to 
the  Prevot  des  Marchands,  and  municipality  of  Paris :  "The 
l^slature  of  Virginia,  in  grateful  ackoowledgdaent  of  the 
services  of  major-general  the  marqois  de  Lafayette,  have  re- 
solved to  place  his  bust  in  the  capitol  of  that  state. — ^Their 
intention  of  erecting,  in  the  country  to  which  they  owe  his 
birth,  a  monimient  to  those  virtues  which  he  possesses,  and  a 
memorial  of  those  sentiments  with  which  he  has  inspired 
tiiem,  have  encouraged  them  to  hope  that  the  city  of  Paris 
will  consent  to  become  the  depository  of  a  second  evidence 
of  their  gratitude. — ^Charged  by  the  legislature  with  the  exe-^ 
cution  of  the  resolution  which  they  have  adopted,  I  hav^ 
the  honour  to  solicit  the  Prevot  des  Marcbands,  and  the  mu- 
iHcipality  of  Paris,  to  accept  the  bust  of  diat  brave  officer, 
and  to  place  it  in  a  situation  where  he  may  ever  continue  to 
call  forth  the  homage,  and  attest  the  admiration  and  love,  of 
the  allies  of  France." 

Soon  after  this  letter  was  received,  the  baron  de  Breteuil, 
minister  and  secretary  of  state,  for  the  department  of  Paris« 
informed  the  Prevot  des  Marcbands  and  municipality,  diat 
the  king,  to  whom  the  proposition  had  been  submitted,  ap« 
proved  of  the  erection  of.  the  bust  by  the  city.  In  conse^ 
quence  of  thb  permission,  the  corporation  met  on  the  twen- 
ty-ei^th  of  September,  1786,  and  Mr.  Short,  formerly  a 
member  of  the  council  of  Virginia,  (Mr.  Jefierson  being  con* 
fined  by  indisposition  to  his  house,)  attended  at  the  Hotel-de- 
Ville,  to  present  to  them  the  bust  of  the  marquis,  together 
with  a  letter  from  Mr.  Jefferson,  and  a  copy  of  the  resolutions 
adopted  by  the  legislature  of  Virginia.  M.  le  Pelletier  de 
Morfontaine,  counsellor  of  state  and  Prevot  des  Marcbands 
having  stated  the  object  of  the  meeting,  the  documents  rela- 
ting to  it  were  read  by  M.  Veytard,  the  chief  clerk ;  after 
which  the  attorney  general,  M.  Ednt  de  Corny,  a  member  of 
the  American  Cincinatti,  pronounced  a  suitable  diseoursei  in 
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wyeh  he  ducted*  wiiii  eloqomce  and  animaticmi  ike  yiua- 
oui  serrkea  which  M.  d^  Laiajette  had  rendered  io  Noiib 
America,  die  confidence  reposed  in  him  by  the  army,  and 
the  affection  of  the  people  toward  that  celebrated  comman- 
der. By  yirtoe  of  bis  olQ&cial  station  he  gave  the  necessagr 
directions  for  the  formal  acceptance  of  the  bust,  which  was 
placed  in  one  of  the  halls  of  l'Hotel-de*ViUe. — This  novel 
and  interesting  ceremony  produced  the  most  delightful  im- 
pressions on  the  minds  of  the  spectators :  and  a  gentleman 
present  happily  applied  to  the  marqius  de  Lafayette,  the 
words  of  Tacitus, /m/ixr  fama.*  **  Frangas  non  JlecUu^' 
would  have  been  equally  applicable.! 

We  have  now  detailed  the  services  rendered  by  La&yette 
to  the  United  States,  the  glory  which  he  obtained,  and  the 
well-merited  honours  that  were  bestowed  on  him  by  a  gratt^ 
ful  people.  And,  while  a  sentiment  of  public  virtue  contin- 
ues  to  animate  the  human  mind,  the  name  of  LAFAYETTE 
will  be  enthusiastically  venerated  as  dear  to  liberty,  to  true 
glory,  honour,  and  humanity. 

Europe  now  became  the  theatre  on  which  the  marquis 
de  Lafayette  continued  to  devote  bis  time  and  talents  to  the 
accomplishment  of  those  objects,  which  he  believed  condu- 
cible  to  the  happiness  and  welfare  of  his  fellow-creatures. 
An  indefatigable  activity  in  the  cause  of  all  that  is  great  or 
good,  united  the  efforts  of  Lafayette  to  those  of  Malesherbes. 
for  the  amelioration  of  the  condition  of  the  French  protea- 
tants,  and  he  obtained  a  decree  in  their  favour  in  the  assem- 
bly of  the  Notables,  in  1 787.  At  the  same  time  he  espoused 
the  interests  of  the  Batavian  patriots,  and  devoted  his  powers 
and  fortune  to  the  gradual  emancipation  of  the  blacks.  At 
a  subsequent  period,  fifteenth  May,  1791,  he  demanded,  and 
obtained,  a  decree  permitting  men  of  colour  to  the  rights  of 
citizens. — ^While  the  court  of  Versailles  protected  the  Bar* 

*  Mem.  Historiques,  p.114.— 116. 

t  Tbis  bast  was  satneqaeotl?  broken  to  piecei  by  t)ie  Jaoobini  or  . 
their  sateUitet ;  btit  the  origioti  could  never  be  mede  to  bend  beneath 
*    lortynnny.  * 
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bary  conain,  he  opposed  the  measure  at  home,  and  attisted 
Je^reon  in  his  league  againat  that  piratical  band,  so  long 
the  shame  and  scourge  ot  Europe. — In  this  manner  did  La- 
layette  unite  his  philanthropic  feettngs  with  those  which  et* 
isted  in  Tarious  and  widely  separated  countries.-  It  is  a  re- 
markable circumstance,  says  Madame  De  Stael,  that  through- 
out the  world,  wherever  a  certain  depth  of  thought  exists, 
there  is  not  to  be  found  an  enemy  to  freedom.  From  one 
end  of  the  world  to  the  other,  the  friends  of  freedom  main- 
tain communication  by  knowledge,  aa  religious  men  by  sen- 
timents ;  or  rather  knowledge  and  sentiment  unite  in  the 
loye  of  freedom,  as  in  that  of  the  Supreme  Being.  Is  the 
question,  the  abolition  of  the  slave  trade,  or  the  liberty  of 
die  press,  or  religiouB  toleration  T-^Jefferson  thinks  as  La- 
£iyette ;  La&yette,  as  Wilberforce ;  and  even  they  who  are 
now  no  more,  unite  in  the  holy  league.  Is  it  then  from  the 
calculations  of  interest,  is  it  from  bad  motives,  that  men  so 
superior,  in  situations  and  countries  so  different,  should  be 
in  such  harmony  in  their  political  opinions  ?  Without  doubt, 
knowledge  is  necessary  to  enable  us  to  soar  above  prejudi- 
ces ;  but  it  is  in  the  soul  also  that  the  principles  of  liberty 
are  founded ; — they  make  the  heart  palpitate  like  love  and 
friendship, — ^they  come  from  nature, — ^they  ennoble  the  cha- 
racter. One  connected  series  of  virtue?  and  ideas  seems  to 
form  that  golden  chain  described  by  Homer,  which,  in  bind- 
ing man  to  Heaven,  delivers  him  from  all  the  fetters  of  t)*- 
ranny.* 

We  are  now  arrived  at  the  commencement  of  a  revolution, 
which,  on  the  one  hand,  was  hailed  as  the  harbinger  of  uni- 
versal freedom,  and  called  "  the  mo^  stupendous  fabric  of 
human  wisdom  and  virtue  that  ever  had  been  erected,"  and, 
on  the  other,  was  pronounced  "  the  most  tremendous  chaos 
diat  ever  the  united  wiles  and  strength  of  insani^,  backed 
by  the  profoundest  combinations  of  wickedness,  had  made 

•  De  StMl  Fr«acli  RerdlatioD,  toL  liL  p.  403»  410.— Lady  Morno^ 
Franoai  p.  317. 
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of  htiiBaii  society  V*  aod,  aay  the  advocfttes  of  the  hst  opm- 
ion,  it  was  the  more  destructiTe,  because  the  men  who  under- 
took it,  if  they  had  not  the  prudence  which  knowledge  can 
bestow,  had  all  its  ingenuitj,  and  employed  their  vivacity  in 
more  speedy  demolition  tlkn  ever  before  was  imagined  by 
man. — ^It  is  not  our  province,  at  present,  to  eiamine  the 
course  and  conductof  the  French  revolution,  abstracted  from 
its  connexion  with  the  life  of  Lafayette.    It  is,  however,  pro* 
per  to  observe,  that  the  beginni)ig  of  it  bore  a  character  en- 
tirely distinct  from  that  which  marked  its  subsequent  frantie 
and  sanguinary  scenes.    At  ttie  first  period  of  that  extraor- 
dinary event,  it  was  almost  umversally  admired.    When  the 
Bastile  was  destroyed,  who  did  not  rejoice  at  the  approach* 
ing  emancipation  of  the  French  7 — ^In  considering  the  affairs 
of  France  at  tliat  period,  we  find  that  four  classes  of  men  ex* 
isted  in  that  country.    The  first  grand  division  was  into  roy- 
alists and  republicans ;  the  royalists  were  subdivided  into 
those  who  were  iadvocates  for  the  ancient  despotism,  and 
those  who  were  the  advocates  of  a  limited  monarchy : — the 
republicans  also  were  divided  into  those  who  wished  for  a 
popular  form  of  government  by  a  representative  a8sembly» 
and  those  who,  professing  democratic  principles,  established 
the  tyranny  which  for  a  season  prevailed.     The  latter  class, 
deriving  all  their  ideas  of  government  from  clubs,  soon  sunk 
under  the  furious  tyranny  of  that  authority ;  and,  without  mi- 
nutely tracing  the  progress  of  the  revolution,  it  is  only  neces* 
sary  to  remark,  that  from  it  sprung  the  ruffians  who  ruled 
over  France,  and  deluged  that  unfortunate  country  with 
blood. — In  which  of  these  classes  or  descriptions  of  men, 
are  we  to  seek  for  Lafayette  ? — Most  undoubtedly  in  that 
which  favoured  the  establishment  of  a  limited  monarchy,  and 
of  which  he  was  a  distinguished  member. — Tlie  eminent  men 
who  exerted  themselves  in  the  dawn  of  the  revolution,  acted 
from  the  most  pure  and  patriotic  motives :  they  were  alike 
the  enemies  of  anarchy  and  the  friends  of  rational  freedom. 
If  their  political  acts  werci  in  some  cases,  erroneous,  the  fault 
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was  u&i&tentional ; — if  they  led  to  fatal  results,  it  arose  not 
from  any  actual  criminality  attached  to  the  measures,  but 
from  die  use  that  was  made  of  them.  It  may  be  admitted 
ttiat  the  first  constitution  of  France  was  so  unskilfully  made, 
that  it  contained  principles  of  self-destruction,  and  must  have 
terminated  as  it  did ;  but  then  it  must  be  observed  tKat  those 
who  formed  it,  did  it  from  error  of  judgment  ;-*that,  among 
them,  there  were  men  of  the  best  intentions ; — and  that,  in 
forming  it,  they  adopted  a  irise  and  efficient  plan,  although 
their  country  had  not  the  good  fortune  to  make  it  effective. 
Among  the  promoters  of  this  scheme,  and  one  of  the  first  in 
the  consideration  of  the  constituent  assembly,  was  the  mar- 
quis de  Lafayette.  At  that  time,  his  principles  and  actions 
were  consonant  with  the  general  feelings  of  all  good  men 
who  heard  of  them :  but  the  course  which  the  revolution 
took,  when  guided  by  the  Jacobin  party,  and  the  enormities 
committed  under  the  mask  of  liberty,  soon  produced  a  revo* 
lution  in  public  sentiment.  The  re-action  was  as  powerful 
as  the  original  excitement,  and  resulted,  as  usual,  in  the  for- 
mation of  opinions  founded  in  extremes.  Every  thing  that 
sounded  like  liberty  was  now  reprobated,  every  thing  crimi- 
nal was  attributed  to  it,  and  every  actor  in  its  support  de- 
nounced ; — ^whilc  every  thing  done  by  despots  was  admired 
and  extolled,  as  if  kings  alone  had  an  exclusive  privilege  or 
patent,  to  commit  crimes. — Many,  influenced  by  the  conse 
quences  of  the  French  revolution,  viewed  with  equal  enmity 
those  men  who,  from  the  most  laudable  motive,  joined  in  the 
measures  for  obtaining  a  free  constitution  for  France,  and 
those  who  rendered  these  measures  abortive,  by  involving  the 
country  in  anarchy,  and  drenching  it  in  blood.  With  equal 
discernment  might  Hampden  be  confounded  with  Cromwell, 
or  Russell  or  Sydney  with  Titus  Oates.  To  charge  the  dukes 
of  Rouchefoucault  and  Liancourt,  Monsieurs  de  Lally-To- 
lendal,  Mounier,  Clermont-Tonnerre,  Malouet,  Lafayette, 
and  many  others,  whose  views  were  to  reform  the  abuses  of 
an  arbitrary  government,  and  establish  a  limited  monarchy, 
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«B  ill  way  respect  ftccewary  to  the  blood j  scenes  wUch  wei>e 
acted  in  the  coune  of  the  reTolutioii,  is  in  the  highest  degree 
absurd.  If  such  reasonii^  were  admitted,  Luther  would  be 
proved  to  be  the  author  of  the  massacre  of  St  Bartholomew ; 
because,  unless  he  had  attempted  to  detect  the  abuses  of  po^ 
pery,  and  brought  about  the  reformation,  there  would  have 
been,  no  proteatants  to  massacre.* 

But  according  to  the  view  given  by  those  who,  from  po* 
licy  or  fear,  have  slandered  the  character  of  Lafayette,  it 
would  appear  that  he  was  a  prime  instigator  of,  and  prin- 
cipal actor  in,  the  worst  and  mosi* atrocious  enormities  com* 
mttted  during  the  revolution.  It  would  seem  that,  almost 
exclusively  to  him,  the  French  nation  owed  the  origin  of 
^an^culQUes-^iike  prostration  of  religion — the  deification  of 
the  goddess  of  Reason — ^the  invention  of  the  guillotine,  or 
"  national  razor" — the  monstrous  horrors  of  feiM-dt'JiU^ 
natfodes^  BJid  fusillades  ;  of  "  patriotic  curtailing,"  and  "  Ian- 
lemtii^"-— the  shouts  of  Vive  la  Montague  !  Vive  la  liberie  ! 
Vive  la  nation  I — ^A  la  Force  1  A  I'Abbaye !  A  la  mort  I — 
the  curse  of  domiciliary  visits — ^the  massacres  of  the  Sep« 
tembrisers— the  '*  bovauisroeti^es*  of  the  female  "  furies  of  the 
guillotine" — the  frantic  yelb  of  the  regicides,  and  mangling 
butchers  of  madame  de  Lamballe,  the  bands  of  Sangutnocrati 
and  Montagnards  j-^^XkA',  in  a  word,  all  those  many  and  va^ 
ried  horrors  which  attended  the  French  revolution,  and 
which  seemed  to  be  a  summary  of  all  that  had  ever  before 
taken  place  in  the  world.  But  what  is  the  fact  ?  While  these 
atrocities  were  committed,  Lafayette  was  immured  in  the* 
dmigeons  of  a  despot,  for  having  dared  to  endeavour  to  stem 
tile  torrent  of  Jacobinical  fun*,  and  prevent  the  perpetration 
ef  crimes  at  which  human  nature  revolts:  in  flying  from  the 
fury  of  self-created  tyrants,  he  fell  into  the  power  of  le|^, 
Imt  not  more  merciful,  despots.  We  are  prepared  not  only 
to  show  that  he  had  necessarily  no  agency,  direct  or  indirect, 

*  Moore*t  Yieir  of  France,  voL  L  S88,  9.— PArliftment  Cbroo*  vaL 
is.  643,  isa.— iioiftely  Reriiw»  veL  ncvlli  flS»a. 
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in  crimes  coimniited  «fler  ibe  iiitufreetio&  of  (be  popidaoe 
on  the  twentieth  of  June,  179S,  bill  tbat  he  unifermly  vtsei 
every  exertion,  and  even  risked  his  life,  in  the  support  of  oi^ 
der  and  law,  previous  to  tbat  period.  On  the  nineteentk 
of  August,  1792,  Lafayette  was  compelled  to  abandon  an  un^ 
grateful  country,  in  order  to  save  himself  from  the  extermi* 
natiog  iangs  of  the  Jacobins.  The  insurrection  of  the  tenth 
of  August,  accompanied  by  a  forcible  entrance  into  the 
Tuileries,  the  massacre  of  the  king's  guards,  and  the  suspen* 
sion  of  his  power,  althou^  it  took  place  previous  to  the  ac- 
tual retirement  of  Fayette  from  the  French  territoiy,  was 
totally  unknown  to,  and  unsuspected  by  him,  distant  as  he 
&en  was  from  the  capital.  The  massacres  of  September,  the 
formal  abolishment  of  royalty,  the  execution  of  the  royal 
family,  and  the  long  train  of  judicial  murders  and  monstrous 
barbarities,  committed  during  the  reign  of  terror,  and  the 
complete  ascendancy  of  the  Jacobins,  all  took  place  subse* 
quent  to  his  emigration ;  and  were  not  less  odious  to  him 
than  to  every  real  friend  of  virtue  and  humanity,  if  we  fol- 
low him  in  pveiy  step  he  took,  from  the  coinm^cement  of 
the  revolution  down  to  the  moment  that  he  withdrew  himself 
from  the  Jacobin  club,  whom  he  detested  for  their  popular 
excesses,  and  their  usurpation  of  power,  we  should  find  in 
him  a  steady  friend  to  peace,  to  order,  general  tranquillityt 
and  happiness ;  a  supporter  of  the  existing  law ;  a  fixed  foe 
to  anarchy  and  confusion.  We  venture  to  challenge  the 
strictest  scrutiny  into  his  conduct  during  the  whole  of  these 
trying  scenes,  in  which  he  was  engaged  in  common  with  every 
otiier  Frenchman  *,  and  we  are  confident  that  he  wonld  be 
uniformly  and  constantly  found  to  have  heea  the  undeviatinf 
fnend  of  the  law,  as  establidied,  and  the  promoter  of  the 
peace  and  happiness  of  his  countrymen.* 

A  variety  of  causes  conspired  to  shake  the  foundatioii  of  a 
throng  li^pheld  by  the  veneration  of  fourteen  centuries,  and 
to  threaten  the  downfall  of  a  prince,  the  successor  of  sixty 
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€i||^  kiogi«  Tbe  gniid  primafy  and  pre-di^oding  cause  of 
file  revoli^kni,  originated  in  the  disorganization  of  the  finan- 
ces, which  eicited  the  clamoun  of  the  people  ;-<^the  spirited 
and  eloquent  {Hrotests  of  the  parliaments,  the  impotent  yen** 
geance  of  tfie  prince,  and  finally,  an  appeal  to  tiie  states-gen- 
eral, awakened  the  multitude  from  their  lethargy^  and  pre- 
pared the  catastrophe  that  so  speedily  ensued.  Besides  these 
excitements,  the  liberties  and  prosperity  of  England,  which 
flourished  under  its  free  constitutbn,  could  not  be  contem- 
plated wkhout  producing  a  powerfiil  efiect  From  various 
causes,  the  great  body  of  the  army,  hitherto  the  bulwaik  of 
the  monarchy  and  the  scourge  o^  tbe  people,  participated 
also,  in  some  measure,  in  &e  general  disaffection.  The 
French  soldiery  were  soon  taught  that  they  had  hitherto  mis- 
taken the  object  of  their  glory :  they  learned  to  distinguish 
between  the  monarch  and  tiie  monardiy;  they  were  im- 
pressed with  the  great  and  important  lesson, — that  allegiance 
and  protection  are  reciprocal  duties,  and  that  trae  patriotism 
consists  in  serving  our  country  alone.* 

"  The  revolution,"  madame  de  Stael  remaiks,  "  must  be 
attributed  to  every  thing,  and  to  nothing ;  every  year  of  the 
century  led  io  it  by  every  pa&."  It  is  not  our  duty  to 
tread  them.— The  American  revolution  was,  without  doubt, 
accessary  to  that  which  occurred  in  France.  It  is  difficult 
to  suppose  that  so  many  thousand  officers  and  soldiers  had 
visited,  and  fou^t  in  behalf  of  the  ri^tsof  America,  with- 
out being  imbued  with  somediing  of  a  kindred  spirit  There, 
they  beheld  a  new  and  happy  nation,  among  whom  tbe  pride 
of  hirth  and  die  distinctions  of  rank,  were  alike  imknown ;  • 
there  ihtftforihe  first  time,  saw  virtue  and  talents  and  cour- 
age, rewarded;  there  fliey  viewed,  with  surprise,  a  sovereign 
people  fighting,  net  Ant  a  master,  but  themselves,  and  ha- 
ranguing, deliheffating,  diqyensing  justice,  and  administering/ 
&s  ktrs,  by  repivientatives  of  ttieir  own  free  choice.  On 
their  rietiiro,  Ite  contrast  was  odious  and  intolerable ;— they 
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beheld  family  piefereed  to  merit,  influence  to  justice,  weaUb 
to  worth ;  they  b^aoto  eiamine  into  a  oonttituikMi  ia  which 
the  monarch,  whom  they  were  now  accustomed  to  consider 
as  only  the  first  magistrate,  was  every  things  and  the  people, 
the  fountain  of  all  power,  merely  cyphers ;  and  tbey  may 
well  be  supposed  to  have  wished,  and  even  langunhed  for  » 
change.*  .. 

,  In  fine,  the  people  being  left  entirely  destitute  of  redresa 
or  protection,  the  royal  authority  paramount  and  unbounded : 
the  laws  venal ;  the  peasantry  oppressed ;  agricrfture  in  a 
Iftngoishing  state,  commerce  considered  as  degrading;  the 
public  revenues  farmed  out  to  greedy  financiers ;  the  public 
money  consumed  by  a  court  wallowing  in  luxury;  and  eveiy 
institution  i^t  variance  with  justice,  policy,  and  reason  ;-'^ 
change  became  inevitable  in  the  ordinary  course  of  human 
events;  and,  like  all  sudden  alterations  in  oomipt  states, 
was  accompanied  with  temporary  evils  and  crimes,  that  made 
many  good  men  look  back  on  the  ancient  despotism  with  a 
sigh.  But,  at  this  period,  the  cry  of  liberty  resounded  in 
every  direction  from  Paris,  the  city  where  the  revolution  was 
engendered,  to  the  Alps,  the  Pyrennees.the  plains  of  Flan- 
ders, the  borders  of  the  Channel,  and  the  shores  of  the  Medi- 
terranean and  the  AUantic.t 

The  heroic  Lafayette  could  not  fail  to  attract  the  atten- 
tion of  his  countrymen  at  this  important  period  ;— ^  period 
pregnant  too  with  men  of  extraordinary  parts.  *  Yet  vast  aa 
was  the  genius  of  maogr  of  those  who  stept  forth  to  regene- 
rate the  ill-fated  land,  and  actuated,  as  tbqr  were,  by  motivea 
and  systems  of  the  most  opposite  kind,  they  all  united  iD 
biing  the  marquis  in  the  foremost  rank.  Actuated  exchi^ 
sively  by  the  love  of  his  country,  his  motives  have,  however, 
been  alike  calumniated  by  the  emigrasilB  and  the  Jacobins ; 
to  whos^  selfishness.and  pei^onality^his  example  and  bis  ino 
tfuence  were  e(|uaUy  opposed :  and,  wlule  theikmily  of  Louis 
XVI.  r^ected  bis  proffered  asaistence,  in  distmst  of  his  ex-' 
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ertiens  m  the  cause' of  freedom,  h^  was  already  marked  out 
lor  destmetion  by  die  clubs,  for  his  strenaous  attachment  t^ 
constitutional  monarchy.  The  spifit  by  which  he  was  go- 
verned, cannot  be  better  displayed,  than  in  his  reply  to  the 
eager  enthusiasm  of  the  mob,  when,  in  the  day  of  his  bright* 
est  popularity,  the  eyer*memorable  fourteenth  of  July,  he 
exclaimed  to  those  who  pressed  around  him,  "  Amez  lei 
mmU  du  ptvptt,  mais  teservez  Fateugle  soumUsum  pour  la 
hit  et  FefUhomiasme  pmir  la  liherte"  (Love  the  friends  of 
the  people,  but  remember  submission  to  the  laws,  and  entho- 
siasm  for  liberty.)  When  the- march  of  the  revolution  was 
internipted,  and  its  objects  frustrated,  by  the  intrigues  of  fac* 
tioQ  and  the  fury  of  democracy,  Lafayette  opposed  liimself 
steadily  to  the  colossal  and  disorganizing  power  of  the  Jaco« 
bins :  *'  Que  le  regne  des  clubs,"  he  exclaimed,  '*aneanti  par 
▼ous,  fasse  place  au  regne  de  la  loi."  (May  &e  reign  of  the 
clubs,  annihilated  by  you,  giv^  place  to  the  reign  of  the  law.)* 
The  minister,  De  Calonne,  fully  sensible  that  the  finances 
of  the  kingdom  could  never  be  placed  on  a  solid  basis,  but 
by  the  reformation  of  what  was  vicious  in  the  constitution  of 
the  state,  was  at  tiie  same  time  convinced  that  something 
more  was  necessary  to  give  weight  to  this  reform,  than  the 
royal  authority.  He  perceived  that  the  parliament  was 
neither  a  fit  instrument  for  introducing  a  new  order  into 
public  affairs,  nor  would  .submit  to  be  the  passive  machine 
for  sanctioning  the  plans  of  a  minister,  even  if  those  plans 
were  the  emanation  of  perfect  wisdom.  An  assembly  more 
dignified  and  solemn  in  its  character,  and  which  should  cOn- 
sist,  in  a  greater  degree,  of  members  from  the  different  pro* 
vinces  of  the  kingdom,  was  necessary  to  give  force  and  effi- 
cacy to  his  proceedings.  The  true  and  legitimate  assembly 
of  the  nation,  the  states-general,  had  not  met  since  the  year 
1614  I  and  was,  moreover,  a  meeting  which  a  despotic  sove- 
reign could  not  but  regard  with  apprehension.  Another  as- 
sembly had  been  occasionally  substituted  instead  of  the  stateft- 

♦  Ladj  Moi^an's  France,  p.  317— Port  Polio,  vol.  xix-  p.  604.  6. 
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general ;  and  as  it  consisted  of  a  number  of  persons  frora  aB 
parts  of  the  realm,  chiefly  selected  from  the  higher  orders^ 
and  nominated  by  the  king  himself,  it  had  been  dignified  by 
the  title  of  ihe  notables.  This  assembly  had  been  convened 
by  Henry  IV,  and  again  by  Lewis  XIII,  and  was  now  once 
more  assembled  by  the  authority  of  Lewis  XYI.  The  pro- 
clamation for  assembling  the  notables,  who  consisted  of  one 
hundred  and  four  members,  was  issued  on  the  twenty-ninth 
of  December,  1786,  and  that  body  first  met  on  the  twenty* 
second  of  February,  1 787,  when  M.  de  Calonne  submitted  his 
long  expected  plan  of  reform. 

I'he  notables  were  divided  into  seven  difierent  bureaiix» 
or  sections,  over  each  of  which  a  prince  of  the  blood  pre- 
sided. Every  question  was  to  be  decided  by  the  majority  of 
the  sections  ;  and  thus  the  minister  contrived  that  forty-foor 
suffrages  should  constitute  a  majority  of  the  whole ;  which» 
by  a  skilful  disposal  of  his  creatures,  he  reasonably  expected 
to  secure.  But  all  his  precautions  were  in  vain;  it  was  im- 
possible to  conceal  the  monstrous  deficit  of  one  hundred  and 
ten  millions  of  livres.* 

Lafayette  was  a  member  of  the  opposition  party.  The 
law  prescribed  a  certain  age  for  the  admission  of  members, 
but  he  was  elected  and  admitted,  although  some  months 
younger  than  the  requisite  time,  the  law  being  suspended  in 
his  favour.  In  this  assembly,  he  appealed  against  the  mighty 
mass  of  abuses  in  the  criminal  jurisprudence  of  the  state ; 
but  they  were  not  effectually  attacked  until  the  meeting  of 
the  constituent  assembly.  He  was  the  first  to  raise  his  voice 
for  the  suppression  of  state-prisons,  .and  htires-dc'Cachetf 
which  were  described  as  being  the  common  instruments  of 
concealed  views,  and  private  revenge ;  the  monarchy  wai 
stated  to  be  degenerated  into  actual  despotism,,  through  the 
nefarious  abuse  of  the  king's  authority  by  ministers  in  the 
application  of  those  lettres;  and  it  was  boldly  asserted,  that 
no  Frenchman  had  any  security  for  his  liberty,  while  Uttre»- 
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4^€lMAel  wete  permitted  lo  have  the  eflbct  of  laws,  and  w^re 
considered  as  necessary  and  essential  parts  of  gaverament— « 
Lafayette  ako  supported  the  cause  of  the  protestants,  par- 
ticularly in  a  meoiorial  presented  to  the  king  durii^  the  ses- 
sion of  the  notables  in  1787,  which  led,  in  a  great  measure, 
to  the  edict  in  their  favour  introduced  on  the  nineteenth  of 
November,  1787,  and  registered  by  the  parliament  on  the 
twenty-ninth  of  January,  1 788.  "  A  portion  of  our  citizens," 
said  M.  de  Laiayette,  "  who  unfortunately  do  not  profess  the 
catholic  religion,  find  themselves  condemned  to  a  kind  of  ci- 
vil death.  The  bureau  is  too  well  acquainted  with  the  heart 
of  his  majesty  not  to  be  convinced  that  his  majesty,  (wishing 
to  extend  the  love  of  religion  among  all  his  subjects,  of  whom 
be  is  the  common  father,  and  knowing  that  tnitli  will  support 
itself,  while  error  alone  requires  constraint,)  unites  the  be- 
nevolent spirit  of  tolerance  to  the  other  virtues  which  have 
attracted  the  love  of  the  nation.  The  bureau,  therefore, 
hastens  to  present  to  his  majesty  its  earnest  solicitations, 
that  that  numerous  portion  of  his  subjects  may  no  longer  be 
suffered  to  groan  under  a  system  of  proscription,  equally  op- 
posed to  the  general  interests  of  religion,  to  national  indus- 
try, population,  and  all  the  principles  of  policy  and  morality." 
As  a  powerful  opponent  of  the  plans  of  the  minister,  he  de- 
manded a  reform  if>  the  government,  and  supported  his  opi- 
nions by  four  memorials,  which  particularly  embraced  the 
miserable  state  of  the  finances,  and  the  absolute  necessity  of 
introducing  a  more  efficacious  system  of  finance,  and  which 
he,  submitted  to  the  bureau,  or  section,  over  which  M.  le 
Compte  D' Artois  presided.  Much  excitement  was  occasioned 
by  the  demands  of  Lafayette  relating  to  the  public  economy, 
and  the  count  D' Artois  particularly  expressed  his  disappro- 
bation of  the  course  pursued  by  the  marquis.  The  king  ha- 
ving objected  to  the  memorials  which,  at  various  stages  of 
their  deliberations,  had  been  transmitted  to  him  by  the  no- 
tables, because  they  wanted  the  signatures  of  the  memorial- 
ists, M.  de  Lafayette,  whose  patriotism  'was  as  active  and 
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pure  u  his  caange  and  abilitieB  had  been  uflefiil  to  Ameriea, 
requested  permission  to  read  another  memorial  signed  bj 
himself,  at  the  same  time,  praying  M.  the  count  D'Artois  to 
present  it  to  his  majesty,  as  coming  tnmk  him  alone.  The 
bureau  unanimously  agreed  to  hear  the  memorial,  but  before 
it  could  be  read,  Lafayette  found  himself  placed  in  a  ^ery 
delicate  situation.  The  count  D'Artois  declared  diat,  in  the 
very  first  [dirase,  it  appeared  to  him,  to  be  too  personal  and 
emphatic.  Under  these  circumstances,  it  required  more 
than  ordinary  presence  of  mind,  united  with  the  most  disin- 
terested patriotism,  not  to  be  confused  or  intimidated.  M. 
de  Lafayette  betrayed  no  symptoms  of  fear,  but  frankly  re* 
plied  to  hid  royal  highness,  that  he  possessed  by  birth  the  right 
of  laying  his  represehtaiions  at  the  foot  of  the  throne.  He 
was  promptly  supported  by  M.  de  Castillon,  who  addressed 
Lafajette  nearly  in  the  following  terms  :  "  I  undertake  to  as- 
sure you,  in  the  name  of  the  notables  of  this  bureau,  what 
none  will,  I  brieve,  disavow,  diat  your  appeal  is  just ; — that 
we  all  consider  it  our  duty  zealously  to  support  it ;-— and  that 
this  bureau  will  unite  with  you  in  obtaining  a  redress  of  the 
grievances  of  which  you  complain."  Another  of  the  mem- 
bers highly  excited  by  his  enthusiasm,  exclaimed  to  Lafay- 
ette, "  Your  exploits  in  America  have  already  exalted  you 
to  the  rank  of  heroes ;  but  it  is  especially  at  this  time  that 
you  merit  that  glorious  title." — M.  de  La&yette  interrupted 
these  flattering  remarks,  and  addressed  himself  to  the  presi- 
dent, the  count  D'Artois,  in  energetic  language,  condemning 
the  monstrous  system  of  stock-jobbing  that  had  been  tfo  fa 
tally  practised ;  proposing  a  close  and  general  examination 
into  the  royal  receipts  and  expenditures  ;  and  exhibiting  the 
disorder  of  the  finances,  and  wanton  waste  of  the  public  re- 
venue. "  I  repeat,"  he  concluded,  "with  renewed  confidence, 
the  remark,  that  the  millions  which  are  dissipated^re  collect 
ed  by  taxation,  and  that  taxation  can  only  be  justified  by  the 
real  wants  of  the  state ; — ^that  the  millions  abandoned  to  pe- 
culation or  avarice,  are  the  fruits  of  the  labour^the  tears,  and 
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peihaps  tlie  Mood,  of  tbe  people;  and  that  the  eomputation 
<tf  UDfoftanate  indiTidiiab,  which  has  been  made  for  the  pur* 
pofle  of  realising  sums  so  heedlesslj  squandered,  affords  a 
frightful  subject  of  consideration  for  the  justice  and  goodness 
which,  we  feel  convmced,  are  Ihe  natural  sentiments  of  his 
majesty."* 

During  the  second  session  of  the  notables,  who  met  on  the 
sixth  of  November,  1787,  he  proposed,  and  ablj  advocated, 
the  convocation  of  the  states-^neral.  "  Qaoi  t*  said  the  ti- 
mid courtier,  the  count  D'Artois,  "  ixhufaUts  la  motion  it$ 
etats'generaux  /"  "  Et  tneme  nUenx  que  cUa  /"  (What !— you 
make  the  motion,  of  ti)e  states-general !— And  better  even 
than  that,)  replied  Lafayette. — At  the  earnest.entreaty  of  the 
new  minister  of  finances,  (M.  Necker,)  the  king  reluctantly 
consented  to  the  convocation  of 'the  states^general,  whose 
powers  and  popularity  wduld  overshadow  his  authority,  and 
whose  jurisdiction  would  confine  within  narrow  limits,  tiie 
ample  prerogative  he  had  inherited  from  his  predecessors. 
The  meeting  of  that  celebrated  assembly  was  at  length  fixed 
for  the  first  of  May,  1789.  The  whole  natron  appeared  to  be 
electrified  by  the  event :  popular  meetings  were  held,  and 
addresses  presented ;  and  the  principles  of  liberty  victo- 
riously difiused  themselves  through  every  part  of  the  king- 
dom. The  attention  of  all  Europe  was  fixed  on  this  great 
meeting,  and  the  fifth  of  May,  1789,  on  which  it  actually 
occurred,  after  a  lapse  of  one  hundred  and  seventy-five  years, 
will  be  long  memorable  in  the  annals  of  France  :  and  it  was, 
indeed,  a  day  of  festivity  to  the  whole  nation. 

Lafayette  was  chosen  deputy  to  ttie  states-general,  without 
opposition,  by  the  nobility  of  Auvei^e,  and  he  took  his 
seat  in  that  body  supported  by  public  opinion.  The  states- 
general  were  composed  of  three  different  bodies ; — ^the  no- 
bility, th#clergy,  and  the  tiers-etats,  or  commons.  During 
the  contests  which  occurred  with  respect  to  the  mode  of  vo- 

*  Port  Folio,  vol  xix.  505.— Annual  Reg.  xxxi.  p.  4,  6.— Mem.  His 
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ting  bjr  orders,  or  hj  poll,  a  question  which  soon  imrolTetl 
the  nttioDal  representatives  in  faction  and  dispute,  Lafajctte 
held  himself  in  reserve,  and,  although  he  fuUj  united  with 
the  unanimous  voice  oi  die  three  orders  in  favour  of  a  con« 
stitution,  liberty,  the  assumption  of  natural  rights,  and  the 
protection  of  the  public  treasure,  and  afterwards  placed  him- 
self in  the  first  rank  in  constitutional  enterprises,  he  did  not 
then  speak  on  the  occasion. 

After  a  long  contest  relative  to  the  mode  of  voting,  ana 
after  the  states-general,  at  the  termination  of  five  weeks, 
found  themselves  in  the  same  inactive  state  as  at  first,  the 
tiers-etats,  or  commons,  resolved  to  emerge  from  this  crimi- 
nal inactivity ;  to  make  a  last  effort  for  a  union  of  the  orders; 
and,  should  that  fail,  to  form  themselves  into  an  activt  dssem" 
bly  for  the  despatch  of  business.  On  the  thirteenth  of  June, 
they  accordingly  proceeded  to  the  call  of  the  deputies,  inclu- 
ding those  of  die  privileged  classes.  Not  one  of  the  nobili- 
ty appeared,  and  but  three  of  the  cleigy  :  the  latter  were, 
the  next  day,  followed  by  five  more  of  their  brethren.  At 
length  the  deputies  of  the  people,  finding  themselves  support- 
ed by  the  public  opinion,  proceeded,  on  the  seventeenth  of 
June,  1 789,  to  the  ddring  step  of  assuming  to  themselves  the 
legislative  government ;  and,  on  that  memorable  day,  they 
announced  themselves  to  the  public  by  the  since  celebrated 
denomination  of  the  national  assembly.^ 

We  must  now  confine  ourselves  to  those  parts  of  the  his- 
tory of  the  French  revolution,  in  which  the  marquis  de  La- 
fayette was  a  principal  or  conspicuous  actor. 

The  sitting  of  eleventh  July,  1789,  drew  the  public  atten- 
tion still  more  particularly  towards  Lafayette,  and  from  that 
day,  may  be  dat^d  the  immense  power  which  he  acquired. 
It  was  on  that  day,  that  he  addressed  the  constituent  assem- 
bly, and  proposed  a  declaration  of  rights,  nearlyisimilar  to 
that  which  the  Americans  placed  at  the  head  of  their  consti- 
tution, after  conquering  their  independence.     The  English* 

*  Hist  RevoL  in  France,  voL  L  p.  56,  7. 
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IScewise,  after  exclutfing  (be  Stewarts,  and  calling  William 
IIL  to  tbe  crown,  made  him  sign  a  bill  of  rights,  on  which 
fheir  present  constitution  is  founded.  But  the  American  bill 
of  rights  beii^  intended  for  a  people  where  there  were  no 
re-existing  privileges  to  impede  the  pure  operation  of  rea* 
son,  there  was  a  propriety  in  prefixing  a  declaration  of  the 
universal  principles  of  political  liberty  and  equality,  alto- 
gether in  conformity  with  the  state  of  knowledge  already 
diffused  among  them.  In  England,  the  bill  of  rights  did  not 
proceed  on  general  ideas ;  it  confirmed  existing  laws  and  in* 
stitiitions. — The  French  declaration  of  rights  of  1789,  con- 
tained the  best  part  of  those  of  England  and  America ;  but 
it  would  have,  perhaps,  been  better  to  have  confined  it,  on 
the  one  hand,  to  what  was  indisputable,  and,  on  the  other, 
to  what  would  not  have  admitted  of  any  dangerous  inter- 
pretation. There  can  be  no  doubt,  says  Madame  De  Stael, 
that  distinctions  in  sodtty  am  have  no  other  object  than  the 
general  good  ;  that  all  polMcal  power  takes  its  rise  from  the 
interest  of  the  people  ;  and  that  men  are  bom  and  remain 
free  and  equal  in  the  eye  of  the  law  ; — ^but  there  is  ample 
space  for  sophistry  in  so  wide  a  field,  while  nothing  is  more 
clear  or  undoubted  than  the  application  of  these  truths  tO 
individual  liberty,'  the  establishment  of  juries,  the  freedom 
of  the  press,  popular  elections,  the  division  of  the  legislative 
power,  the  sanctioning  of  taxes,  &c.  &c.* 

The  three  different  plans  of  a  declaration  of  rights,  which 
principally  engaged  the  attention  of  the  assembly,  were  sub- 
mitted by  Lafayette,  Mounier,  and  the  Abbe  Steyes.  Mounier 
was  a  literary  man,  and  of  great  abilities,  and  his  project  was 
preferred ;  but,  in  fact,  it  was  very  little  different  from  that 
first  offered  by  Fayette  ;  all  the  originality  of  it  was  due  to 
his  first  speech  on  that  subject  In  its  clearness  and  simpli- 
city the  scheme  of  Lafayette  greatly  resembled  the  celebra* 
ted  American  declaration.  In  ojQfering  it  to  the  consideration 
of  the  assembly,  he  made  the  following  memorable  discourse : 

•  Consider.  French  Rev*  roL  i.  chap,  ui,  p.  273. 
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"  Although  my  powers  have  taken  firom  oie  die  r^  of.  ^mn 
ting,  amofig  you,  I  ought  neverthelem  to  offer  to  you  mf 
opinion.  The  labour  of  mahJog  a  declaration  of  r^its  has 
been  presented  to  you,  as  a  primary  object, — a  dedaration 
which  is  undoubtedly  indispensable.  It  is  not  founded  oo 
ideas  merely  metaphysicali  but  on  the  very  basis  of  society. 
It  is  necessary  to  recc^nise  the  rights  which  are  engraven  on 
every  heart. — Yet,  it  appears  to  met  that  this  declaration 
ought  to  be  restricted  to  the  rights  of  man«  and  of  man  liv- 
ing in  society. — ^I  will  have  the  honour  of  submittiog  to  you 
the  first  model  of  this  work ;  but  I  am  far  from  demanding 
its  adoption :  I  merely  request  that  copies  of  it  may  be  cir- 
culated among  the  difierent  bureaux.**  He  then  proceeded 
to  establish  two  practical  advantages  which  would  result 
from  a  declaration  of  rights.  The  first  was  to  call  forth  ttie 
sentiments  which  nature  had  stamped  on  the  heart  of  eveiy 
man,  but  which  receive  new  force  when  they  are  recognised 
by  all ;  and  this  development,  he  maintained,  was  so  much 
the  more  interesting,  as  a  nation,  to  love  liberty,  only  requi- 
red a  knowledge  of  it :  *'  to  be  firee,"  said  he,  *'  they  have 
only  to  desire  it." — The  second  advantage  anticipated,  was 
t^  unfold  and  declare  those  truths  from  which  every  institu- 
tion ought  to  emanate,  and  to  become,  in  the  labours  of  the 
national  representatives,  a  faithful  guide  which  would  stead- 
fastly direct  their  attention  toward  the  true  source  of  natu- 
ral and  social  right. — He  insisted  that  the  principal  merits  of 
a  declaration  of  rights  consisted  in  truth  and  precision  ;  that 
it  ought  to  declare  what  all  the  world  knew,  and  felt ;  and 
that  that  opinion  alone  had  induced  him  to  sketch  the  digest 
which  he  was  now  about  to  submit  for  their  consideration, 
in  the  hope  that  it  might  lead  other  members  to  produce  bet- 
ter plans,  to  which  he  would  willingly  give  his  support.—- 
M.  de  Lally  Tolendal  then  rose  in  support  of  the  motion, 
and  observed,  "  All  the  principles  which  it  contains  are  sa^ 
csed,— 4t8  sentiments  noble  and  sublime ;  and  the  author  of 
it  now  speaks  as  eloquently  of  liberty,  as  he  has  gallantly  de- 
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feodid  it"~Tbe  fidlemiig  project  of  Lafrj^fttte,  iras  «beii 
read: 

"  Natui»  has  made  all  mea  free  and  equal :  tbe  dMinctiona 
which  are  neceasary  for  social  order  are  founded  ^ooe  on 
public  good. 

"  Man  is  bora  with  inalienable  and  imprescriptible  rights ; 
such  as  the  unshackled  liberty  of  opinion,  the  care  of  his  hen 
Hour  and  life»  the  right  of  property,  the  complete  control 
oyer  his  person,  his  fndustry,  and  all  his  faculties^:  the  free 
expression  of  his  opinion  in  every  possible  manner ;  the  wor- 
ship of  the  Almighty ;  and  resistance  against  oppression. 

"  The  exercise  of  natural  rights  has  no  other  limits  than 
those  which  are  necessary  to  secure  their  enjoyments  to  every 
member  of  society. 

"  No  man  can  be  submitted  to  laws  which  he  has  not  sane* 
tioned»  either  himseK  or  through  his  representatives,  and 
which  have  not  been  property  promulgated  and  legally  .ex- 
ecuted. 

"  The  principle  of  all  sovereignty  rests  in  the  people.  No 
body,  nor  individual,  can  possess  any  authority  which  does 
not  expressly  emanate  from  the  nation. 

"  The  sole  end  of  all  government  is  the  public  good.  That 
good  d<»nands  that  the  legislative,  executive,  and  judicial, 
powers,  should  be  distinct  and  defioied ;  and  that  their  orga- 
nization  should  secure  the  free  representatiion  of  the  citizens^ 
the  responsibility  of  their  deputies,  and  the  impartiality  of 
ffaejudges.   . 

"  Tbe  laws  ought  to  be  clear,  precise,  and  uniform  ia  their 
operation,  tolraird  every  class  of  citizens. 

"Subsidies  ought  to  be  liberaily  granted;  luiil  the  taxes 
proportionally  distributed. 

"  And,  i|a  ttie  intuoducilion  of  ahnses,  and  the  rigbts  of  s|ict 
ceediftg  generations,  will  feqtiire  thesevti8iwB;Qf.»ft;hiiipai| 
institutions,  the  natioik  ou^t  to  possess  the  pow^r^  in  cei:taiii 
to  smuBOB  an  cfactradtdimy  assembtf  ^  dep|utics» 
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niiose  sole  object  shall  be  to  eKamiBe,  and  eorrect,  if  it  be 
necessarj,  the  faults  of  the  constitation/'* 

Such  was  the  foundation  on  which  the  celebrated  decla- 
ration of  rights,  passed  in  the  month  of  August,  1789,  waa 
formed.  In  the  course  of  the  long  debate  which  it  occasion^, 
ed,  M.  de  Lafayette  pronounced  that  far-famed  sentence, 
which  has  been  so  often  repeated,  and  so  variously  expouikt- 
ed, — '*  Insurrection  is  the  most  holy  of  duties  "-^t  might  have- 
been  expected  that  Lafayette  would  be  considered  criminal, 
for  wbhing  to  establish  not  only  the  freedom  of  his  own 
country,  but  universal  liberty,  by  the  enemies  ot  all  revolu- 
tions, and  by  all  those  who  love  better  qtdetum  servititim 
quam  periculosam  libertatem  ;^— 4t  might  have  been  especially 
expected,  that  foreign  governments,  which  consider  their  sub- 
jects as  the  property  of  their  family,  or  of  their  particular  or- 
der, would  have  distorted  the  application  of  this  maxim  to 
all  cases,  instead  of  restricting  it  to  opposition  against  unjvst 
oppression} — ^but  that  rational  and  sensible  men  should,  in 
order  to  render  the  expression  reprehensible,  have  en- 
deavoured to  generalise  it,  is  truly  in  itself  a  most  unjust,  il- 
liberal, and  oppressive  act.  It  is  a  reproach  which  ought 
never  to  have  been  uttered  in  any  other  place  than  at  the 
portals  of  the  prison  of  Olmutz.f — The  sentiments  of  Lafay- 
ette on  this  subject,  are,  in  fact,  as  universal  as  liberty ;  be- 
cause where  they  are  not  cherished,  liberty  cannot  exist.  It 
was  especiaUy  in  Great  Britain  that  this  axiom  was  subject* 
ed  to  the  vilest  opprobrium ;  and  the  political  writers  of  that 
country  continue,  in  the  face  of  justice  and  honour,  to  hold 
it  up  in  its  distorted  features,  as  a  lasting  bleiAish  upon  tbo 
character  of  La&yette.}  What  opinion,  then,  ou^t  such 
men  to  form  of  their  own  parliamentary  representatives  who 
did  not  pretend  to  opposei  or  deny  the  sane  anom,  bSH  more 
ettiphatieaUy  pronounced  by  Mr.  Courtney  in  the  home  of  * 

*  Membim  HiitoriqiiM,  p.  1 68^173. '    jf  Totioog:.  Hilt  da  Ffuice» 
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eomniDiist*  He  jostljr  and  doqaently  declared,  that  he  con* 
tidered  democratic  instirrectioDs  as  useful ;  that  they  could 
last  but  a  short  time,  and,  like  hurricanes  and  thunder-storms, 
Ihey  cleared  the  stagnant  atmosphere.  "  I  would  rather," 
he  exclaimed,  **  be  tossed  about  in  the  wildest  blasts  and 
tempests  of  democracy,  than  breathe  for  an  hour  the  still 
and  pestilential  breath  of  despotism."— Happily  for  the  uni- 
▼ersal  cause  of  liberty,  there  is  now  scarcely  a  bosom  that 
does  not  respond  to  these  sentiments,  from  our  inland  oceans, 
to  the  southern  verge  of  America :— and  a  whole  hemisphere 
is  ready  to  ^Lclaim,  in  the  words,  and  according  to  the  mean* 
ing  of  Lafayette,  that  Insurrection  is  the  most  holy  of  duties. 
At  this  period,  the  court  was  making  military  preparations 
i^ch  seemed  to  announce  the  intention  of  dissolving  the 
assembly  by  force.  Orders  had  been,  for  some  time,  issued 
to  collect  a  large  body  of  troops ;  and  as  the  French  soldiery 
could  not  now  be  depended  on,  foreigners  were  preferred  to 
the  national  regiments.  Thirty-five  thousand  men  were  al« 
ready  cantoned  in  the  neighboarhood  of  the  capital,  and 
twenty-thousand  more  were  expected.  These,  connected 
with  other  formidable  preparations,  produced  a  general  agi- 
tation amoi^  the  citizens  of  Paris,  and  excited  them  to  com- 
mit many  outrages.  Lafayette  now  zealously  supported  the 
motion  of  Mirabeau  for  the  removal  of  the  troops,  and,  on  the 
tenth  of  July,  an  address  to  that  effect  was  presented  to  the 
king.  On  die  fifteenth,  tiie  sovereign  appeared  in  the  assem- 
bly, and  announced  that  the  troops  were  ordered  back ;  this 
was  the  beginmng  of  the  emigration.  In  the  course  of  these 
proceed&»gi»,  Lafayette  demanded  an  immediate  declaration 
of  the  responaibility  ct  ministers,  and  die  recall  of  M. 
Keeker ;  and  the  assembly  accordingly  resolved  unanimous* 
ly ;  ''That  M;  Nedcer,  and  die  rest  of  the  late  ministry,  car- 
ried with  them  the  confidence  and  the  regret  of  the  assem* 
Uy ;  thai  tbqr  would  not  cease  lo  insist  on  the  removal  of  • 
the  troops ;  diat-nb  intermediate  power  can  exist  between 

*  PuliaiMDlaiy  CliBoiiiola»  vcL  ix.  p.  668.  Mftrah  it,  1794. 
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(he  king  and  the  representatives  of  the  natioD ;  that  the  aoi' 
nistera  and  agents  of  authority,  civil  and  military,  are  respon- 
sible to  the  people  for  their  conduct ;  that  the  present  mi- 
nisters and  counsellors  of  his  majesty  were  perscmally  re- 
sponsible for  the  impending  calamities,  and  all  those  which 
might  be  the  consequences  of  their  advice ;  that  the  aMem- 
hly  having  placed  the  public  debts  under  the  safeguard  of 
the  honour  and  loyalty  of  the  French  nation,  no  power  has 
a  right  even  to  pronounce  the  word  hankrvpicy  ;  that  they 
persisted  in  all  their  former  decrees ;  and  that  these  minutes 
should  be  j^resented  to  the  king,  and  the  late  ministry,  and 
committed  to  the  press. 

From  the  twelfth  to  the  fifteenth  of  July,  Paris  had  been 
the  unhappy  scene  of  commotion,  of  terror,  and  of  bloodshed. 
The  revolution  which  occurred  at  this  time,  was  professedly 
occasioned  by  the  dismissal  of  M.  Necker.  The  fourteenth 
of  July,  although  marked  by  assassinations  on  the  part  of  the 
populace,  was  yet  a  day  of  grandeur :  the  movement  was 
national ;  no  faction,  either  foreign  or  domestic,  would  have 
been  able  to  excite  such  enthusiasm.  AU  France  participa- 
ted in  the  feelings  which,  on  that  day,  caused  the  destruction  . 
of  the  bastile ;  and  the  emotion  of  a  whole  people  is  always 
connected  with  true  and  natural  feeling.  The  most  honour- 
able names,  Lafayette,  Bailly,  Lally,  were  elevated  by  pub- 
lic opinion ; — the  silence  of  a  country,  governed  by  a  court, 
was  exchanged  for  the  sound  of  the  spontaneous  acclamations 
of  all  the  citizens.  The  minds  of  the  people  weie  exalted ; 
but,  as  yet,  there  was  nothing  but  purity  in  their  soub ;  and 
the  conquerors  had  not  yet  had  time  to  contract  those  haughty 
passions  from  which  the  strongest  party  in  Fiance  is  scarce- 
ly ever  able  to  preserve  itself.* 

The  enthusiasm  and  the  (ury  .of  the  people  were  so  great, 
(hat  the  bastile,  the  citad^  of  Paris,  with  tts  seemii^ly  ioi- 
passable  ditches,  and  its  iaaecessible  tower»  and  mmparti, 
oovered  with  a  powerful  artilleiy,  was  in  a  ihoit  ^Smt  cai^ 

•  Dt  tesl,  Frsach  IUrsl«lioo»  f«k  i  Pi  tia 
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lied  by  storm.  Thus  fell,  tn  less  than  foar  hours,  a  castle, 
^hich  had  menaced  France  for  nearly  as  many  ages ;  and 
which  an  army,  commanded  by  the  great  Conde,  had  former- 
ly  besieged,  in  vain,  daring  three-and-twenty  days. — The  de- 
molition of  this  famous  fortress  was  the  epocha  from  which 
the  partisans  of  French  liberty  dated  flieir  r^eneration.^ 
Lafayette  lai^ely  contributed  to  the  fall  of  that  celebrated 
engine  of  tyrannical  power.  During  the  laborious  sessions 
of  the  national  assembly  which  succeeded  the  disgrace  of 
M.  Necker,  it  was  thought  that  the  age  and  infirmities  of  the 
president,  the  venerable  archbishop  of  Vienne,  would  scarce- 
ly allow  him  to  exercise  so  difficult  an  office  without  the  as* 
sistance  of  a  younger  person ;  and  the  marquis  do  Lafayette 
was,  therefore,  unanimously  nominated  vice-president.  In 
this  capacity  he  presided  over  the  sittings  of  the  assembly 
on  the  nights  of  the  thirteenth  and  fourteenth  of  July. — All 
lovers  of  rational  freedom,  of  all  nations,  rejoiced  in  the  de- 
struction of  the  bastile,  if  they  condemned  the  atrocities 
which,  in  a  moment  of  frenzy,  were  committed  by  the  popu- 
lace, and  which  Lafayette  did  all  he  could  to  prevent.  The 
key  of  the  building  was  afterwards  sent  by  him,  as  a  present, 
and  a  pledge  of  his  unshaken  principles,  to  general  Washing- 
ton ;  and  it  is  now  preserved,  in  a  glass  case,  in  the  hall  of 
Mount  Vernon.  In  testimony  of  his  services  on  the  occasion, 
the  contractor  who  had  undertaken  to  tear  down  the  bastile, 
presented  to  him  the  first  stone  that  was  removed  ;  and  not 
long  after,  while  Lafayette  was  conducting  general  Paoli  over 
ts  ruins,  he  received  from  the  same  hands,  the  last  stone  of 
its  dungeons.* 

The  appearance  of  the  monarch  in  the  assembly,  on  the 
fifteenth  of  July,  his  affectionate  and  conciliatory  address, 
his  grief  at  the  disturbances  which  had  occurred  in  the  ca- 
pital, his  disavowal  of  any  meditated  attack  on  the  persons  of 
the  deputies,  and  his  orders  for  the  immediate  removal  of  the 

*  Mem.  Hist  p.  263 — De  Stael,  French  RcT.  i.  p.  236.— Port  Foliiv 
vol  xiz.  p.  505  ^Hist  Freooh  Rev.  i.  p.  74. 
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troops  from  the  yicinitj  of  the  metropolis,  produced  the  hap* 
piest  results.  An  expressive  silence  first  pervaded  the  as5ei»- 
blf ,  which  was  soon  succeeded  by  a  burst  of  applause  and 
acclamation.  These  feelings  became  general  throughout 
Versailles,  and  the  people  flocked  around  the  palace  with 
shouts  of  loyalty  and  exclamations  of  joy.  The  assembly 
immediately  appointed  a  deputation  to  convey  the  happy  in* 
tclligcnce  which  they  had  received  to  the  metropolis.  An 
interesting  spectacle  now  presented  itself  to  the  citizens  of 
Paris.  The  deputation,  consisting  of  eighty-four  of  the  mo9t 
distinguished  members  of  the  assembly,  with  Lafayette  at 
their  head,  approached  with  the  evidences  of  the  sovereign's 
love  toward  the  people,  accompanied  by  an  immense  crowd, 
who  covered  the  road  from  Versailles  to  the  capital,  and 
loaded  them  with  blessings,  and  the  most  unequivocal  proofi 
of  atTcction.  On  their  arrival  at  the  Hotei-de-Ville,  the 
marquis  de  Lafayette,  and  other  principal  members,  address- 
ed the  people.  From  this  place  they  adjourned  to  the 
church  of  Notre  Dame,  where  TV  Deum  was  sung  in  cele- 
bration of  the  happy  return  of  peace*  accompanied  with  li- 
berty.    In  the  evening  the  deputies  returned  to  Versailles. 

A  furtlier  distinction  now  awaited  the  disciple  of  Wash- 
ington ;  and  his  services  to  the  state,  his  disinterested  patriot- 
ism,  and  his  abilities,  pointed  him  out  to  the  citizens  as  the 
only  man  fit  to  be  entrusted  with  the  important  commission 
of  general,  and  commander-in-chief,  of  the  national  guard- 
The  establishment  of  a  garde  nationale  was  a  very  great  bene- 
fit derived  from  the  constituent  assembly ;  because  no  lib- 
erty can  exist  in  that  country  where  arms  are  borne  only  by 
soldiers,  and  not  by  citizens.  The  selection  of  a  proper 
commander  was  at  that  time  of  the  greatest  importance  :  a 
vast  army  of  citizen  soldiers  gave  to  Lafayette  their  united 
and  UASohcited  suffrages  ;  and  he  was,  on  the  sixteenth  of 
July,  elevated  to  a  rank,  worthy,  as  M.  Rabaut  remark^,  of 
the  friend  of  Washington,  and  which  finally  placed  him  at 

*  HUt.  French  R«t.  i.  86. 
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(he  head  of  a  greater  body  of  troops  than  had  ever  been 
commanded  by  one  man  since  the  days  of  Xerxes.  To  gov- 
ern the  enthusiasm  that  animated  this  newly  emancipated 
people,  required  a  temperate  conduct ;  a  middle  Une  of  be- 
haviour, partaking  neither  of  extreme  indulgence  nor  ex- 
treme severity.  Lafayette's  disposition  and  experience  both 
concurred  to  make  him,  under  these  circumstances,  at  once 
a  popular  and  efficient  leader  with  the  soldiery ;  for,  when- 
ever lie  had  to  da  with  them  alone,  he  could  execute  the  laws 
and  prevent  excesses :  but  he  was  unable  at  times,  to  restrain 
the  populace,  whose  barbarity  occasioned  disgust  and  horror. 
He  possessed,  at  the  same  time,  the  entire  confidence  of  the 
Parisian  guard,  and  the  public  esteem,  which  his  high  quali- 
ties demanded.  The  faculty  of  animating  the  courage,  or 
jrather  the  hearts,  of  his  soldiers,  was  natural  to  him.  His 
simple,  popular,  and  attractive  manners,  joined  with  his 
youthful  and  animated  exterior,  to  please  tiie  multitude. — 
Better  calculated  to  rule  over  the  tumults  of  factions,  than 
govern  in  the  cabinet,  he  possessed  all  that  was  nepessaiy 
for  commencing  and  guiding  a  revolution ; — ^the  brilliant 
qualities  of  military  activity,  and  undaunted  courage  in  pub- 
lic commotions. — In  the  important  operation  of  organising 
the  national  guard,  the  plan  adopted  by  him  was  simple  and 
excellent  He  apportioned  the  city  of  Paris  into  six  dis- 
tricts, and  a  commandant  was  created  for  each.  The  dis- 
tricts elected  their  military  officers,  and  the  right  of  electing 
a  commander-in-chief  was  vested  in  the  districts  at  large. 

On  the  seventeenth  of  July,  the  king,  with  a  degree  of 
.  courage  and  patriotism  which  does  honour  to  his  character, 
and  in  spite  of  the  consternation  of  those  who  were  appre- 
hensive for  his  safety,  and  of  others  who  were  apprehensive 
of  Uieir  own,  resolved  to  visit  Paris,  in  order,  by  his  presence, 
to  calm  the  disquietudes  of  the  people.  The  militia  of  Ver- 
sailles composed  his  only  guard  until  the  procession  arrived 
at  the  Seve,  where  they  were  relieved  by  the  national  guard 
of  Paris,  with  Lafayette  at  their,  head.    On  their  arrival  at 
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the  Hotetde-Ville,  tbe  king  aoIeoiDljr  confirmed  the  electioo 
of  the  marquis  de  Lafayette  to  the  command  of  the  guardf^ 
He  received,  from  the  hands  of  the  mayor,  the^'<iiational  or 
tri-coloured  cockade,  which  had  been  instituted  by  Fayette ; 
and  when  he  showed  himself  to  the  people,  decorated  with 
this  badge  of  patriotism,  their  joy  could  no  longer  be  restrain- 
ed : — ^the  shouts  of  Vive  It  roi  !  which  had  before  been  scarce- 
ly heard  among  the  cries  of  Five  la  nation  /  filled  the  whole 
atmosphere,  and  resounded  from  one  extremity  of  the  city  t^ 
the  other.* 

The  royal  visit  to  Paris  was  the  s^al  for  the  dispersion 
of  the  ministi^.  But  of  all  who  were  connected  with  the 
court,  none  was  more  odious  than  M.  Foulon,  who  had  long 
been  hated  by  the  people,  for  his  unfeeling  tyranny,  and  hia 
insatiable  avarice.  By  rapacity  and  extortions,  he  had  risen 
from  a  very  low  situation  in  life,  to  the  acquisition  of  im- 
mense riches  ;  and  he  had  boasted  "  that  if  ever  it  should  be 
his  good  fortune  to  be  minister,  he  would  make  the  people 
live  ugon  hay."  He  attempted  to  escape,  but  was  pursued 
and  detected  by  his  own  vassals,  and  on  the  twenty-second 
of  July  brought  back  to  Paris,  with  a  bundle  of  hay  at  his 
back,  in  allusion  to  the  language  which  he  had  employed  in 
expressing  his  contempt  for  the  people.  Judges  were  ap- 
pointed to  try  this  miserable  victim,  but  the  impatience  of 
the  multitude  could  ill  brook  die  forms  of  justice ;  be  was 
forced  from  the  guards ;  the  cord  of  a  lantern  supplied  the 
instrument  of  execution ;  his  bo^y  was  draped  through  the 
kennels  ;  and  his  head,  with  the  mouth  full  of  hay,  was  car- 
ried through  the  streets,  to  tbe  eternal  disgrace  of  the  capi- . 
tal. — M.  Berthier,  who  had  married  the  daughter  of  M.  Fou* 
Ion,  was  implicated  in  the  fate  of  his  father-in-law.  Unhap- 
pily for  him,  he  arrived  in  Paris  the  very  evening  on  which 
tbe  mob  had  imbrued  their  hands  in  tbe  blood  of  his  relation; 
Jiis  death  was,  therefore,  inevitable.  The  head  of  the  unfor- 
tunate Foulon  was  thrust  into  his  carriage,  and  he  was  com- 

*  Hist  French  Rev.  i.  87, 88^ 
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peHed  to  ialnte  it  He  ivas  at  length  dragged  to  the  fatal 
lamp-iroD,  where  a  cord  was  alreadj  prepared  for  him  ;  but 
despair  inspired  him  with  courage,  and  snatching  a  bayonet 
out  of  the  hands  of  one  of  his  guards,  he  attempted  to  de- 
fend himself,  if  not  from  death,  at  least  from  ignominy, — and 
fell,  pierced  with  innumerable  wounds.  His  head  was  also 
cut  off,  and  carried  about  witti  that  of  M.  Foulon. 

The  murder  of  these  two  magistrates  has  formed  the  basis 
of  an  accusation  against  Lafayette  as  ungenerous,  as  it  is  false 
and  unjust  He  is  said  not  only  to  have  connived  at,  but 
participated  in,  the  atrocities  committed  on  that  occasion ; 
not  only  to  have  purposely  sent  the  unfortunate  victims  to 
prison  under  a  feeble  escort,  and  given  orders  to  that  guard 
'*  to  do  no  violence  to  the  people"  but  to  have  been  actually 
one  of  the  most  sanguinary  personal  actors  in  their  death  and 
mutilation.  "  Such,"  says  Playfair,  "  was  the  commence- 
ment of  the  reign  of  liberty  and  justice ;  such  was  the  begin- 
ning of  the  administration  of  M.  Bailly  as  mayor,  and  M.  de 
Lafayette  as  commander ;  with  such  a  people,  such  a  mayor, 
and  such  a  commander,  it  was  not  to  be  wondered  if  tlie  hu- 
man character  grew  worse,  and  if  peaceable  men  began  to 
wish  to  be  out  of  the  kingdom."*  If  Lafayette,  observes  the 
same  writer,  sanctified  insurrection,  the  people  did  it  every 
justice  in  the  execution. — "  Never,  never,"  said  Mr.  Wind- 
ham, in  the  house  of  commons,  "  shall  be  forgotten  his  gross 
and  criminal  conduct  in  July,  1789.  What  figure  did  he 
make  at  the  head  of  the  national  guards,  when  he  allowed 
Berthier  to  be  torn  in  pieces  by  the  mob,  after  be  had  thrown 
himself  under  his  protection  ?  It  might  be  said  that  he  acted 
under  the  influence  of  terror : — ^but  why  did  he  yield  to  such 
a  feeling  t  He  could  not  have  had  a  more  glorious  death  than 
if  he  had  fallen  on  that  day." — On  the  seventeenth  of  March, 
1794,  when  general  Fitzpatrick  submitted  to  the  house  of 
commons,  a  motion  in  favour  of  Lafayette,  then  a  prisoner 
in  the  dungeons  of  Olmutz,  Mr.  Burke  remarked  that  "  the 

*  Hilt  Jacob,  vol  L 176. 
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present  was  fhe  most  eztraordinsry  applicatioo  he  bad  ever 
beard  of:  it  was  made  for  the  author  of  so  many  horrord. 
which  seemed  to  be  a  summary  of  all  that  had  ever  beiore 
taken  place  in  the  world ! — Altera  editio  multo  brtvior  tt 
tmendatior.  And  of  all  these  horrors,"  be  continued,  "  there 
was  no  circumstance  of  barbarity,  (except  the  murder  of 
the  king  and  queen,)  more  atrocious  than  the  massacre  of 
Foulon."  This  member  had  even  the  efifrontery  to  repeat 
the  mad  expressions  of  the  Abbe  Foulon,  a  son  of  the  mur- 
dered magistrate, — '*  Y\\  be  revenged  of  Lafayette ;  it  was 
he  that  had  my  father  murdered ;  it  was  he  who  tore  out  and 
devoured  his  heart  /"— ••  I  would  not,"  concluded  the  consist- 
ent statesman,  "  debauch  my  humanity  in  supporting  an  ap- 
plication like  the  present,  for  such  a  horrid  ruffian** — Other 
members  supported  the  groundless  assertions  of  their  leaders. 
One  of  them,  (Mr.  Jenkinson,)  affirmed  that  he  was  in  Paris 
at  the  time,  when  it  was  generally  acknowledged  that  he 
could,  if  he  pleased,  have  prevented  many  of  the  circumstan- 
ces so  much  reprobated  ;  but  he  was  unfortunately  followed 
by  Mr.  Stanley,  who  observed,  that  he  also  was  in  Paris  at 
the  time,  and  must,  in  justice  to  the  unfortunate  Lafayette* 
declare,  that  he  not  only  did  every  thing  in  his  power  to  prer 
vent  the  circumstances  that  had  happened,  but  risked  also 
his  own  personal  safe^.* 

Now,  it  is  abundantly  testified,  that  Lafayette  endeavourv 
ed,  in  vain,  to  rescue  the  unfortunate  Foulon  and  Berthiejr 
from  the  murderous  grasp  of  the  populace.  But  his  autho- 
rity, hb  entreaties,  and  his  tears,  were  disregarded ;  and  the 
laws  of  the  new  government,  as  yet  too  feeble  to  restrain 
these  atrocities,  were  unhappily  often  violated  in  his  pre- 
sence, by  the  licentious  inhabitants  of  the  suburbs.  In  the 
case  of  Berlhier,  it  was  in  vain  that  M.  Bailly,  the  mayor, 
opposed  his  utmost  eloquence  to  the  fury  of  the  multitude ; 
in  vain  the  commander-in-chief,  Lafayette,  prostrated  him? 
self  on  his  knees  to  entreat  that  the  popular  cause  should  no 
*  Parliamentary  Chronicle,  ix.  663,  667:  xvi.  406. 
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M  more  be  defiled  with  blood.  "  Mtmenms  as  the  escort" 
of  the  anfortimate  man  was,  they  were  soon  dispersed,  and 
tie  was  put  to  death.*  A  monster  of  inhumanity,  a  dragoon, 
plunged  his  hand  into  his  reeking  entrails,  tore  out  his  heart; 
fixed  it  on  the  point  of  his  cutlass,  and  carried  it  about  as  a 
trophy.  His  comrades  were  so  disgusted  with  his  baiiiarity, 
that  Aey  determined  to  fight  him  successively,  till  by  his 
death  they  had  removed  the  dishonour  which  it  fixed  upon 
tiieir  corps :  he  fou^t,  and  was  killed  the  same  evening.-* 
This,  doubtless,  was  the  ground-work  of  the  fable,  taken  by 
Mr.  Burke  from  the  lips  of  a  mad  Abbe. 

It  was  no  crime  in  M.  de  Lafayette  to  be  unable  to  re- 
strain the  fury  of  a  Parisian  mob  ;  it  was  a  violent  tumult 
which  no  exertion  could  avert  Although  his  authority  some* 
times  proved  inadequate,  he  let  no  opportunity  pass  without 
exerting  himself  in  favour  of  good  order  and  submission  to 
the  law,  even  at  the  hazard  of  his  own  existence.  But  it  is 
necessary,  in  vindicating  the  character  of  Lafayette,  to  aiTord 
a  true  statement  of  Foulon  s  case,  which  the  records  of  the 
national  assembly  enable  us  to  do.— *  When  M.  Foulon  was 
brought  before  the  assembly,  he  was  accompanied  by  the 
mob,  who  were  clamorous  for  revenge.  Several  of  the  mem- 
bers offered,  in  vain,  to  deliver  themselves  up  as  hostages^ 
and  be  personally  responsible,  for  M.  Foulon ;  and  when  all 
means  of  restraining  the  impatience  and  fury  of  the  mul- 
titude had  failed,  loud  shouts  and  acclamations  announced 
the  arrival  of  M.  de  Lafayette.  On  his  entrance,  he  placed 
himself  by  the  side  of  the  president,  and  the  late  tumult  was 
succeeded  by  the  most  profound  silence.  He  immediately 
addressed  die  multitude,  and  it  would  be  difficult  to  describe 
the  power  of  his  discourse,  mingled  as  it  was,  with  consum- 
mate skill,  and  the  most  simple  and  energetic  traits  of  elo- 
quence. "  I  am.  known  to  you  all,"  said  he ;  "  you  have  ap* 
pointed  me  your  commander ;  a  station  which  while  it  con- 
fen  honour,  imposes  upon  me  the  duty  of  speaking  to  you 

•  Hist  French  Ber.  2  vols,  in  one.  Philadelpbla^  1794,  toL  L  p- 9a 


Digitized  by 


Google 


«900  mxoET  or  tu 

witb  that  lil^rtj  and  candour  which  ibifen  the  bask  of  nqr 
character.  You  wish,  without  a  trial,  to  put  to  death  the 
man  who  is  before  you:  such  ao  act  of  injustice  would 
dishonour  jou ; — ^it  would  disgrace  me — and*  were  I  weak 
enough  to  permit  it,  it  would  blast  all  the  efforts  which 
I  have  made  in  favour  of  liberty, — ^I  will  not  pennit  it 
But  J  am  far  from  pretending  to  save  him.  if  he  be  guil- 
ty :  I  only  desire  that  the  orders  of  the  assembly  should  be 
carried  into  execution,  and  that  this  man  be  conducted  to 
prison,  to  be  judged  by  a  1^1  tribunal.  I  wish  the  law  to 
be  respected; — law,  without  which  there  can  be  no  liberty; 
.law,  withoutwhose  aid  I  would  never  have  contributed  to  the 
revolution  of  the  new  world,  and  without  which  I  will  not 
contribute  to  the  revolution  which  b  preparing  here«  What 
I  advance  in  favour  of  the  forms  of  law,  ought  not  to  be  in* 
terpreted  in  favour  of  M.  Foulon.  I  am  free  from  suspicion 
as  it  regards  him ;  and  perhaps  the  manner  in  which,  on  se* 
veral  occasions,  I  have  expressed  myself  with  relation  to  his 
conduct  would  alone  deprive  me  of  the  right  of  judging.  But 
the  greater  the  presumption  of  his  guilt  is,  the  more  impor* 
taut  is  it  that  the  usual  formalities  should  be  observed  in  his 
case :  so  as  to  render  his  punishment  more  striking,  and,  by 
legal  examinations,  to  discover  his  accomplices.  I,  there* 
fore,  command  that  he  be  conducted  to  the  prison  of 
1,'Abbaye  St  Germain." 

M.  de  Lafayette  took  this  popular  ground,  in  urging  the 
detention  of  the  criminal,  as  the  only  probable  means  of 
lining  him  from  the  power  of  the  mob.  His  discourse 
made  a  gneat  and  favourable  impression  on  those  who  were 
within  the  hearing  of  his  voice ;  and  they  assented,  by  their 
tokens  of  applause,  to  his  being  conducted  to  prison.  But 
Ihis  sentiment  did  not  extend  to  those  whose  furious  cries 
for  vengeance  sounded  from  the  extremity,  of  the  halL  The 
unhappy  Foulon,  whether  in  testimony  of  his  inixocence,  or 
by  a  mechanical  movement,  clapped  his  hands  in  token  of 
approbation,  at  the  proposal  of  imprisonment    A  general 
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tgchtnatiDii  wai  idiniedi«td7  raised, — *•  Tbej  aie  conninng 
at  his  gailt ;  they  wish  to  tave  him." — ^The  victim  attempted 
to  speak,  but  the  following  words  only  could  be  distingmsb- 
ed : — "  ResptdabU  ustenMy  !  Just  and  genitmu  people  Z*^ 
lam  in  the  midst  of  my  fellow  citizen9'*^I  fear  nothing,*'-^ 
These  words  produced  an  effect  entirely  different  from  what 
mi^t  have  been  expected.  The  frenzy  of  the  people  re- 
doubled its  fury :  an  individual  cried  out,  '*  Why  diouM  you 
judge  a  man  who  has  been  condemned  for  ttiirty  years  ?"-— 
Three  difierent  times  did  Lafayette  harangue  the  peoplot 
and  each  time  his  discourse  produced  a  favourable  effect 
It  is  impossible  now  to  know  what  the  result  would  have 
been,  when  shouts  more  terrible  than  had  yet  been  heard, 
arose  from  die  square  of  the  Hotel-de-Ville.  At  the  same 
moment,  a  number  of  voices  from  the  extremity  of  the  hall, 
exclaimed,  that  the  p<^ulace  from  the  Palais-Royal,  and  the 
faubourg  St  Antoine,  had  arrived  to  carry  off  the  prisoner. 
The  most  horrible  cries  now  resounded  through  the  passages 
of  the  Hotel-de-Viile :  a  fresh  mob  pressed  against  that  which 
already  filled  the  hall ;  the  whole  mass  moved  togeflier,  and 
rushed  impetuously  toward  the  chair  in  which  Foulon  was 
seated,  without  regarding  the  intercessions  of  Lafiiyette,  who 
continued,  in  a  loud  voice,  to  order  him  to  be  conducted  to 
prison. — ^But  the  miserable  man  was  alreiidy  in  tiie  hands  of 
the  populace,  who  conducted  him  uninjured  from  the  hall  i 
a  few  minutes  after,  it  was  announced  that  the  mob  had  hong 
him  to  a  lamp-iron  in  front  of  the  Hotei-de-V ille.* 

Is  it  just  to  charge  Lafayette  with  this  atrocious  act  com* 
mitted  by  an  infutiated  mob,  in  (he  very  presence  of  the 
whole  national  assembly  ? — Certainly  not ; — andhistory  owes 
to  him  this  justice,  that  after  the  fourteenth  of  Jufy,  when 
the  bastile  was  destroyed,  these  two  murders  were  the  only 
ones,  during  his  command,  in  which  public  rage  could  not 
be  suppressed.    Many  others  were  personally  prevented  by 

*  Mem.  Hittoriq.  p.  184— 9.— Procei-verbsl  des  Seances  et  D^bera* 
tioos  de  r  Awwab-Nat  Ito. 
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lum,  and  in  this  benevolent  object  he  frequently  exposed  hinn 
leif  to  great  danger ;  for  the  people  could  not  perceive  why 
that  which  was  committed  on  die  fourteenth  should  not  al- 
ways be  permitted ;  and  they  considered  all  those  as  enemies 
who  opposed  their  will.  But  Lafayette  was  too  brave,  too 
humane,  too  noble,  to  think  of  danger  in  the  performance  of 
his  duty.  For  example,  an  instance  of  his  generous  intrepi- 
dify  occurred  on  the  nineteenth  of  May,  1 790.  On  that  day 
an  unfortunate  man  was  chai^d  with  stealing  a  sack  of  oats. 
Some  soldiers  of  the  national  guard  took  him  immediately 
under  their  protection,  and  were  conveying  him  as  a  pris- 
oner to  the  Chatelet ;  but  the  populace,  wishing  to  inflict 
summary  justice,  tore  him  from  the  soldiers,  and  were  in  the 
act  of  beating  him  to  death  with  their  clubs,  when  the  mar- 
quis  de  La&yette  happened  to  pass  by  the  horrible  scene. 
He  plunged  instantly  into  the  thickest  of  the  mob,  and  in  de- 
spite of  their  outcries  and  menaces,  seized  the  person  who 
had  begun  the  tumult,  and  conducted  him  widi  his  own  hands 
to  the  Chatelet.  He  next  delivered  the  unfortunate  man 
from  the  mob ;  and,  exhorting  them  to  disperse,  and  conduct 
themselviss  like  orderly  citizens,  had  the  happiness  to  see  the 
tximult  entirely  suppressed,  and  the  people  return  to  their 
houses,  full  of  the  praises  of  the  man  who  had  so  intrepidly 
rescued  diem  from  their  own  frenzy,  and  prevented  their 
contaminating  themselves  with  human  blood.* 

In  times  of  peace,  we  ought  to  estimate  public  men  ac- 
cording  to  the  good  which  they  do ;  but  in  revolutionary 
storms,  we  ought  also  to  consider  the  evil  which  they  pre- 
vent :  and  certainly,  at  that  period,  Lafayette  prevented  a 
great  part,  we  may  almost  say  all,  of  the  evil  that  was  not 
committed.  Moreover,  the  massacres  of  Foulon  and  Ber- 
thier  occurred  but  a  few  days  after  his  appointment  to  the 
head  of  the  guards,  and  before  he  had,  or  could  have,  intro- 
duced a  proper  system  of  discipline.—- His  indignation  and 
florrow  were  extreme,  at  the  commission  of  acts  which  sul- 

*■  Hist.  French  Rev.  vol.  i,  p.  187.— Mem.  Hist  p>  $6S|  Pref.  p.  xiv. 
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fied  fte  first  momenta  of  bis  command.  FiBed  with  horror 
and  disgust,  and  exasperated  by  this  coBtempt  of  all  autbo* 
rity,  he  deteroiined  at  once  to  resign  bis  office  of  commander- 
in-chief ;  and  this  determination  be  immediately  conveyed, 
in  the  following  letter,  to  M.  BaiUy,  noayor  of  the  city  of 
Paris : 

Sir. 

Summoned  by  the  confidence  of  its  citizens  to  the  militaiy 
command  €>[  the  capital,  I  have  uniformly  declared,  that  in 
the  actual  state  of  affairs,  it  was  necessary,  to  be  useful,  that 
confidence  should  be  full  and  universal.  I  have  steadily  de* 
clared  to  the  people,  that,  although  devoted  to  their  interest 
to  my  last  breath,  yet  I  was  incapable  of  purchasing  dieir  fa« 
Your  by  unjustly  yielding  to  their  wishes.  You  are  aware, 
sir,  that  one  of  the  individuals  who  perished  yesterday  was 
placed  under  a  guard,  and  that  the  other  was  under  the 
escort  of  our  troops,  both  being  sentenced  by  the  civil  power 
to  undergo  a  regular  trial.  Such  were  the  proper  means  to 
satisfy  justice,  to  discover  their  accomplices,  and  to  fulfil  the 
solemn  engagements  of  every  citizen  toward  the  national 
assembly  and  the  king. 

The  people  would  not  hearken  to  my  advice ;  iemd  the 

moment  when  the  confidence  which  they  promised,  and  re* 

posed  in  me,  is  lost,  it  becomes  my  duty,  as  I  have  before 

stated,  to  abandon  a  post  in  which  I  can  be  no  longer  useful. 

I  am,  with  respect,  &c.  Sic. 

LArATETTE. 

On  the  receipt  of  this  intelligence,  universal  consternation 
reigned  in  the  assembly.  The  members  rose  en  masse,  and 
with  M.  Moreau  de  Saint*Mery  at  their  head,  proceeded  in  a 
body  to  M.  de  Lafayette.  With  a  disorder  which  their 
highly  excited  feelings  produced  and  justified,  they  surround- 
ed htm  on  all  sides,  exclaiming  with  one  voice,  that  the  safety 
of  the  city  depended  on  his  preserving  the  command.*- 
Lafayette  repUed,  that  the  public  good  itself  appeared  to 
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demand  his  retirement;  that  the  bloody  and  uAlawM  ftctl 
of  the  preceding  day,  and  his  total  incompetency  to  prevent 
them,  had  too  plainly  conrinced  him  that  he  was  not  the  oIk 
ject  of  universal  confidence ;  that  he  did  not  possess  that 
authority  which  could  alone  prevent  or  depress  such  tumttlls« 
and  which  confidence  alone  could  give ;  that  the  flattering 
and  affecting  conduct  of  the  electors  was  well  calculated  to 
shake  his  resolution ;  and  that  he  would  attend  at  the  assem- 
bly, to  concert  upon  the  measures  best  adapted  to  the  exist- 
ing state  of  affairs,  and  to  the  promotion  of  the  public  good.-— 
He  at  length  yielded  to  the  solicitations  of  his  fellow-citizens, 
and  resumed  the  command,  hoping  that  he  might  be  the 
means,  (as  he  assuredly  was,)  of  preventing  still  more  dread- 
ful disorders  *     Indeed,  it  was  not  long  before  this  hope  was 
realized.    On  the  fifth  of  August,  M.  de  La  Salle,  acting  un- 
der the  orders  of  Lafayette,  was  sought  for,  and  threatened 
with  instant  death,  by  a  mob  of  forty  thousand  ruffians,  from 
whom  he  had  the  good  fortune  to  escape.    They  were  await* 
ing  his  return  from  the  country  at  the  Hotel-de-Ville,  and  a 
miscreant  had  mounted  the  lamp-post  with  a  new  rope  in  his 
hand,  where  he  remained,  while  a  crew  of  banditti  broke 
into  the  Hotel-de-Ville,  and  ascended  even  into  the  clock,  in 
quest  of  the  miarquis  de  Salle.    The  coolness  and  serenity 
of  the  marquis  de  Lafayette  appeared  to  increase  with  the 
tumult  and  danger.    In  the  mean  time,  he  gave  secret  or« 
ders,  and  arranged  every  thing  for  the  public  safety,  by  the 
agency  of  a  faithful  officer.    At  length,  when  he  was  satisfied 
that  every  thing  was  right,  he  suddenly  arose,  and  addressing 
himself  to  the  committee  who  had  sat  with  him  the  whole 
evening,  he  observed,  "You  are  fatigued,  gentlemen,  and  I  ' 
also  am  fatigued : — let  us  retire ; — ^the  Greve  is  completely 
free,  and  I  give  you  my  word  that  Paris  was  never  in  a  more 
perfect  state  of  tranquillity." — On  4ooking  from  the  windows, 
nothing  was  to  be  seen  of  the  mob  who  had  so  lately  filled 

*  Mteft»  Hist  p.  194*-7 — Hist  Franoh  RerdlittioD,  p.  99.--Annual 
Bffgiitor,  vol.  xsxh  p.  966.— Not  BiQcr.  p.  8. 
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ibe  square ;  it  was  entirely  occopied  by  soldiers  of  Ih^  na- 
tional guard,  drawn  up  in  most  excellent  order,  who  bad 
been  gradually  introduced  by  the  marquis,  and  by  tbis  means, 
witbout  tumult  or  trouble,  expelled  tbeir  opponents.* 

On  the  eighth  of  September,  17^9,  Lafayette  proposed  to 
the  meeting  of  the  commune  of  Paris,  to  send  a  deputation 
to  the  national  assembly,  tiien  sittbg  at  Versailles,  to  de- 
mand an  immediate  reform  of  the  criminal  jurisprudence,  as 
far,  at  least,  as  respected  its  most  prominent  abuses  ;.  to  re- 
quire that  the  accused  should  have  the  assistance  of  coun- 
sel ;  that  the  proceedings  of  the  examination  should  be  pub- 
lic ;  that  the  witnesses  should  be  publicly  confronted  with 
the  accused  ;  and  that  the  documents  employed  against  him 
should  be  freely  communicated. — ^Eren  this  step,  although  . 
uiiged  by  all  the  influence  of  Lafayette,  was  not  taken  with- 
out considerable  hesitation,  so  little  was  public  opinion  form- 
ed, at  that  time,  on  this  important  point.  It  was,  however, 
With  these  advantages  tjiat  the  baron  de  Bezensal  and  M.  de 
Favras  met  their  trial ;  and  already  were  the  benefits  of  the 
change  duly  appreciated.  The  £ict  that,  amid  all  the  tu- 
mults and  jealousies  of  a  revolution,  the  onltf  person  put  to 
death  for  political  offences  from  this  period  to  the  tenth  of 
August,  1 792,  that  is  to  say,  before  ttie  proscription  of  the 
author  of  the  fact,  will  stand  as  an  imperishable  monument 
to  the  memory  of  Lafayette. — ^At  that  time  the  use  of  torture 
still  subsisted  :  the  king  had  indeed  abolished  only  the  rack 
before  trial ;  but  punishments,  such  as  straining  on  the  wheel, 
and  torments  similar  to  those  which,  during  three  days,  were 
inflicted  on  Damiens,  were,  in  certain  cases,  still  admitted. 
Uiged  by  the  influence  of  Laiayette  and  his  party,  the  con- 
stituent assembly  abolished  even  the  name  of  these  judicial 
barbarities.  M.  de  Lafayette,  from  the  time  diat  he  was 
placed  at  the  head  of  the  armed  force  of  Paris,  declared  to 
the  magistrates  of  that  city,  that  he  could  not  take  upon  him- 
self to  arrest  any  one,  unless  the  accused  were  to  be  piovi- 
*  Hiitorv  of  the  French  Reroliition,  i  p.  IIS. 
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ded  with  counsel,  a  copy  of  the  charge,  the  power  of  confront- 
ing witnesses,  and  pablicitjr  given  to  the  whole  procedure. 
And  it  was  in  consequence  of  this  demand,  equally  liberal 
and  rare  on  the  part  of  a  military  man,  that  the  magistrates 
Rsked  and  obtained  from  the  assembly,  that  those  precious 
securities  should  be  in  force,  till  the  establishment  of  juries 
should  prevent  all  anxiety  about  the  equity  of  decisions.* 

The  fifth  and  sixth  of  October,  1789,  were  two  of  the 
most  memorable  days  of  the  revolution,  when  the  populace 
marching  from  Paris  to  Versailles,  compelled  the  king  and 
royal  family  to  remove  to  the  capital.  Nor  is  the  epocha 
less  important  in  the  life  of  Lafayette,  because,  if  the  accu- 
sations which  have  been  heaped  upon  him  relative  to  his 
conduct  during  that  itisurrection,  were  not  susceptible  •of  en- 
tire refutation,  he  would  indeed  appear  on  the  page  of  his- 
tory, as  the  "  horrid  ruflSan"  which  Mr.  Burke  pretended  to 
consider  him. — An  unfounded  report  that  the  king  was  about 
to  remove  to  Metz; — his  refusal  fullj^to  sanction  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  assembly  which  had  overturned  the  feudal  system ; 
an  ill  advised  entertainment  given  in  the  castle  of  Versailles, 
denounced  by  Petion  under  the  name  of  a  plot : — and  par-* 
ticularly,  and  more  immediately,  the  scarcity  of  bread  in  the 
metropolis  ; — ^were  the  principal  causes  which  produced  the 
sanguinary  and  disgraceful  scenes  of  the  fifth  and  sixth  of 
October.  The  9ommotion  began  among  the  women,  and  the 
progress  of  discontent  was  rapid  and  frightful.  Hundreds  of 
the  most  licentious  and  daring  of  the  rabble,  chiefly  women, 
collected  from  the  markets  and  public  halls,  armed  with 
staves,  pikes,  and  every  weapon  that  their  blind  fury  could 
supply,  poured  from  tiieir  dark  and  secret  lurking  places. 
They  surrounded  the  Hotel-de- Ville  with  fearful  cries,  forc- 
ed open  the  doors,  and  possessed  themselves  of  the  arms 
Their  numbers  were  soon  swelled  to  several  thousands,  by 
successive  and  motley  groups  of  both  sexes,  furnished  widi 

•Lady  Morg^an's  France,  Appendix,  i.  p.  xiiL— De  Stael's  Conaid. 
ToL  L  ch.  iy.  p.  t75, 6. 
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fusils  and  pistols,  swords  and  pooiardsi  lances  and  hatchets, 
and  dragging  two  pieces  of  cannon.    At  length  they  took  the 
road  to  Versailles,  comjlelling  all  whom  they  m$t  to  enKst 
under  their  banners.  Terror  and  dismay  preceded  their  ran ; 
and  the  frantic  crowd,  intoxicated  with  rage  and  liqnor,  pre- 
cipitated themselves  on  Versailles.    Presenting  themselves 
with  loud  cries  and  imprecations  at  the  doors  of  the  assembly, 
they  were  permitted  to  enter,  and  the  benches  w^re  instantly 
occupied  by  a  crowd  of  women,  covered  with  dust  and  sweat, 
deaf  to  reason,  inflamed  with  liquor,  and  insatiate  of  blood* 
With  menacing  gestures,  and  tumultuous  cries,  they  demand* 
ed  bread  for  themselves,  and  for  Paris ;  and  the  assembly,  dis- 
mayed by  the  imperious  voice  of  the  insurgents,  sought  only 
to  avert  destruction  by  the  most  degrading  compliances. — ^A 
deputation,  consisting  of  the  president,  fifteen  deputies,  and 
twelve  women  of  the  dregs  of  Paris,  entered  into  the  royal 
presence,  and  described  the  distress  of  the  capital.    The 
monarch  answered  in  the  language  of  sensibility,  and  wifli 
every  assurance  of  prompt  and  effectual  succour.    The  re- 
port of  the  female  deputies  was  far  from  satisfying  tfieir  im- 
patient companions,  and  the  ferocious  multitude  directed 
their  disorderly  steps  toward  the  castle,  where  the  garde-du- 
corps,  from  the  defection  of  the  militia  of  Versailles  and  the 
regiment  of  Flanders,  beheld  themselves  alone,  and  without 
resource,  exposed  to  the  headlong  torrent.    The  hostile  fury 
of  the  mob  soon  burst  upon  them,  and  many  of  them  were 
severely  wounded  — About  ten  o'clock  at  night,  Lafayette 
arrived,  at  the  head  of  the  national  guards  of  Paris,  amount- 
ing to  eighteen  thousand  men.   He  first  presented  himself  to 
the  national  assembly,  and  assured  the  president  both  of  his 
own  pacific  intentions,  and  of^  those  of  his  followers.     He 
then  passed  to  the  royal  presence,  where  he  repeated  the 
same  assurances,  and  after  making  the  necessary  arrange- 
ments, he  again  returned  to  the  castle,  and  communicated  to 
the  Jcing  the  welcome  tidings  of  public  tranquillity.     It  was 
BOW  about  two  o'clock  in  the  morning,  and  his  majesty,  op^ 
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fifesaed  fay  fiiiigaei  pcepur^  to  retise  to  rest  The  marquis 
unpreflBod  by  the  deceitful  qtnet  that  premled,  tiieii  hartened 
to  Uie  natiooftl  assenibly,  and  astuftDg  them  of  his  reliance 
•OD  the  fidelity  of  his  army,  he  retired  for  the  purpose  of  pre- 
j&uring  the  r^ose  so  much  needed  after  the  eiertions  which 
he  had  made. — ^But  sleep  seemed  to  have  recruited  the 
strength  without  allaying  the  rage  of  the  insurgents.  About 
six  o'clock  in  the  morning,  the  frantic  crowd  mdied,  wiA 
discordant  cries,  and  sangutnaiy  menaces,  on  the  hotel  of  the 
gardes^u<orps.  The  doors  were  forced;  fifteen  of  the 
guards  were  made  prisoners  by  the  multitude ;  and  the  rest 
fled  to  the  palace,  eagerly  pursued  by  their  bloodthirsty  ene- 
mies. The  courts  of  the  royal  residence  were  filled  widi  the 
banditti,  and  two  of  the  body  guards  were  murdered  near  the 
iron-railing :  a  third  was  slaughtered  on  the  marUe  stair-case; 
and  the  resistance  made  by  the  household  troops  being  over- 
come, the  iosuiigents  rushed  forward  to  the  apartments  of 
Ibe  queen,  who  escaped  almost  naked  throu^  a  private 
.passage.  Oa  die  first  intelligence  of  these  events,  Lafayette 
hastened  to  the  scene  with  the  rapidity  of  li^tning ;  the 
militia  of  Paris  rallied  at  the  well  known  voice  of  their 
commander ;  they  flew  to  his  support ;  and  their  united 
efforts  wrested  from  the  populace  several  of  the  gardes- 
du«corpS|  whose  fiite  had  been  deferred  to  render  it  more 
lingering  and  cruel.  He  also  introduced^  into  die  casde  {t 
considerable  body  of  the  national  troops,  and  by  his  well- 
timed  and  noble  exertions,  preserved  the  lives  of  the  royal 
family,  and  restored  peace  to  the  palace.  By  bis  advice, 
the  king  consented  to  the  demand  of  the  multitude  for  his 
removal  to  Paris*  and  appeared  with  the  queen,  in  an  open 
balcony,  to  sipiify  his  acquiq^K^ence.  On  the  same  day,  the 
royal  fkmily  departed  from  Versailles  for  Paris,  accompanied 
by  a  crowd  of  frantic  women,  still  staggering  under  the  de- 
bauch of  the  preceding  night,  and  still  stained  with  the  Mood 
which  they  had  wantonly  shed.  These  were  surrounded  by 
a  host  of  men,  the  refuse  of  a  vast  and  luxurious  capital,  two 
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«f  which,  with  their  wnm  naked  and  Moodj,  displayed  aloft 
Oft  fheir  pikes,  (he  heads  of  two  of  the  gardes«da<orps,  whom 
fliey  had  inhumanly  massacred.  The  royal  family  followed, 
continually  exposed  to  the  insults  of  a  licentious  rabbiei  who 
incessantly  reproached  them  as  the  authors  of  that  scarcity 
which  tiie  hand  of  Providence  had  inflicted.* 

The  whole  conduct  of  Lafayette  on  this  memorable  oe- 
casion,  botii  at  Paris  and  at  Versailles,  has  been  employed 
by  his  ^lemies,  or,  what  is  the  same  thing,  by  the  enemies 
of  free  principles,  to  vitiate  his  character;  and  it  becomes  our 
duty  to  defend  it. — it  is  said  that  he  did  not  adopt  proper 
precautions  in  Paris  to  allay  the  ferment;  and  that,  *'  what- 
ever were  his  motives,'*  he  contented  himself  with  simply 
haranguing  the  soldiery,  and  recommending  patience  and 
forbearance,  when  they  demanded  to  be  led  to  Versailles. 
"  The  national  guards/'  says  a  late  writer,  "  who  had  lately 
chosen  Lafayette  for  their  commander,  assembled ;  and  in- 
sisted upon  beii%  led  to  Versailles,  to  fetch  the  king  to  the 
capital.  Lafayette,  unprepared  for  this  demand,  hesitated ; 
but  the  municipal  council  ordered  him  to  march.  He  obeyed. 
Never  was  there  such  conduct  as  this,  on  the  part  of  a  man 
who  professed  himself  an  apostle  of  honest  liberty.  He 
consulted  a  body  that  had  no  legal  authority  in  the  state ; 
and,  by  their  orders,  he  led,  against  his  sovereign,  a  band  of 
disorganised  troops  who  had  openly  declared  their  intention 
of  making  him  their  captive.  It  may  be  said  that  there  was 
danger  in  disobedience.  But  had  not  M.  Lafayette  learned 
in  America  that  danger  is  honourable  ?  and  did  he  march 
with  his  soldiers,  as  their  prisoner,  or  their  chief? — as  the 
minion,  or  the  slave,  of  faction  ?"t  "  Lafayette,"  says  Mr. 
Playfair,  "went  literally  guarded  as  a  prisoner  by  his  own 
troops,  and  apparently  with  the  greatest  reluctance.  Two 
American  gentiemen,  friends  of  Fayette,  met  this  caval* 
cade :  he  seemed  to  tiiem  to  be  in  a  state  of  great  constenm- 

*  History  of  Franoe,  3  vols.  vol.  iii.  p.  468—489* 
t  Quarterij  Revkw,  voL  xxviii.  p.  288,  lor  18S3. 
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tioD,  and  haring  stopped  his  hone  only  an  instant  as  thef 
passed  by,  one  of  the  natiooal  soldiers  took  him  by  his  bridle 
instantly,  and  with  an  oath,  forced  him  to  advance/'*— Bat 
if  tlie  conduct  of  Lafayette,  according  to  his  calurooiators, 
was  factions  and  cowardly  in  Paris,  at  thi^  time,  it  was  after* 
wards  savage  and  ferocious :  and,  as  the  projector  of,  and 
accomplice  in,  the  insurrection,  he  well  deserves  the  execra- 
tions of  every  honest  man.     It  has  been  asserted,  where 
Lafayette's  services  to  the  royal  family  could  not  be  denied, 
that  die  principle  on  which  those  services  were  performed, 
was  self,  and  his  own  particular  aggrandisement;  diat  every 
other  consideration  was  secondary  in  his  mind ;  and  that  be 
had  ambition  enough  to  wish,  and  to  endeavour,  to  be  the 
first  man  in  the  kingdom,  and  resolution  enough  to  stick  at 
nothing  to  procure  him  this  pre-eminence; — affecting  the 
maxim  of  a  tyrant  borrowed  from  a  poet,  **  that  if  wrong  and 
robbery  were  excusable,  it  was  on  the  score  of  empire/' 
"  The  proof  of  these  chaises,"  says  the  same  writer,  "  is 
drawn  chiefly  from  the  general  tenor  of  Lafayette's  conduct ; 
and  from  a  design  which  he  had  planned  of  seizing  the  go- 
vernment, on  the  fifth  and  sixth  of  October,  1789,  with  the 
aid  of  monsieur  D'Orleans,  who,  as  the  tool  of  Lafayette,  it 
was  intended  should  have  murdered  the  royal  family  at  Ver- 
sailles, by  his  myrmidons,  and  then  be  put  to  death  in  his 
turn  by  the  commander-in-chief  at  the  head  of  the  national 
guards,  who  were  to  revenge  the  king  s  murder.    The  field 
would  then  have  been  open  for  Lafayette,  to  have  proclaim- 
ed himself  protector.     Two  things  are,  it  is  said,  certain, 
that  the  duke  of  Orleans  was  at  Versailles  on  the  fifth,  in 
disguise,  and  that  Lafayette,  after  having  promised  to  protect 
the  king,  retired  to  a  comer  incognito,  on  a  pretext  of  wri- 
ting to  the  national  assembly."!     This  undoubtedly  was  a 
•  Tery  magnificent,  very  ambitious, .  and  very  bloody  plan  on 
the  part  of  general  Lafayette :  and  it  actually  wants  no  other 

\      •  Playfatr's  History  of  Jacob,  i.  p.  203,  and  Note. 
i  Letters  from  Paris  in  179t»  r6L  ii.  99«t-^9> 
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<piftUt7  bot  trafh,  to  make  it  veiy  decisive :  but  otber  writer^ 
will  not  even  allow  him  the  credit  of  being  able  to  conceive 
it    "  The  duke  of  Orleans/'  say  Ae  quarterly  reviewers, 
"  was  unquestionably  the  principal  mover,  of  the  insurrec* 
tion ;  but  how  far  another  agent,  Lafayette,  was  concerned 
in  it,  though  none  can  doubt  the  wicked  part  he  played,  is 
more  difficult  to  determine.    That  the  duke  of  Orleans  as- 
pired at  being  aj^ointed  lieutenant-general  of  the  kingdom, 
and  eventually  at  the  crown,  is  what  cannot  now  be  doubted  " 
"  Of  a  different  character  was  Lafayette,  both  in  disposition 
and  intention.    This  nobleman,  descended  from  an  ancient 
family  of  Auvergne,  exhibited  a  lamentable  disproportion  be- 
tween his  faculties  and  his  ambition.    All  the  errors  of  his 
life  are  derived  from  an  overrated  apprehension  of  his  own 
abilities.    With  unbounded  desires  and  contracted  views,  an 
imagination  always  exaggerated,  yet  always  barren ;  a  judg* 
ment  always  unsound,  yet  always  confident ;  he  thought  that 
great  ends  could  be  attained  by  petty  means,  and  that  po- 
litical  perfection  could  be  accomplished  by  such  agents  as 
himself.    Of  all  the  men  of  the  revolution,  the  duke  of 
Orleans  not  excepted,  he  possessed  the  least  understandti^ ; 
and,  with  the  exception  of  Necker  perhaps,  he  attributed  to 
himself  the  greatest  talents.    The  same  defect  was  in  his 
heart,  as  in  his  mind,  and  the  same  ipisconception  of  its  pow- 
ers; for,  with  the  utmost  chilliness  of  soul,  he  conceived  him- 
self to  be  enthusiastic,  and  almost  imagined  that  he  felt.    In 
the  war  for  American  independence,  he  had  shown  himself 
the  knight-errant  of  republicanism  ;  and  the  necessity  which 
he  thought  incumbent  upon  him,  to  maintain  the  reputation 
he  had  acquired  there,  imposed  upon  him  duties  which  he 
had  not  the  faculty  to  support.    He  had  been  the  friend  of 
Washington;  indeed  the  first  foreign  friend  which  the  cause 
of  liberty  had  given  him.    He  had  reaped  some  reputation, 
and  the^  renown  of  his  exploits,  which  certainly  did  not  sur- 
pass the  average  of  those  performed  by  any  gallant  officer, 
oatstripping  his  return  to  France,  unfortunately  represented 
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tim  u  a  hero.  But  his  fiime  was  too  mocl^  for  him  to  mm* 
tew ;  and  iiappj  had  it  heea  if  he  bad  prudently  aubinitted 
to  $iBk  under  it.  Rather  than  this,  however,  he  diose  the 
Altai  honour  of  introducing  into  a  nation  lojig  corrupted, 
long  mooarchical,  long  luxurious,  the  notions  he  had  im* 
hibed,  vith  little  comprehensioii,  among  a  people  newly 
created,  agricultural,  laborious,  and  thinly  disposed  oyer  a 
wide  territory.  In  America,  he  might  still  have  been  re* 
•pected  as  the  pupil  of  a  great  and  good  man.  In  Europe, 
he  appeared  only  as  the  awkward  imitator  of  a  patriotism 
which  he  did  not  understand.  The  justness  of  his  political 
views  may  be  appreciated  by  the  perseverance  with  which 
be  endeavoured  to  introduce  Pennsylvanian  simplicity  under 
the  arcades  of  the  Palais-Royal.  He  was  most  happily 
named  by  Mirabeau,  a  Grandison-Cromwell.  Lafayette 
could  never  have  aspired  to  the  crown— iieither  would  he 
have  consented  to  assist  the  duke  of  Orieans  in  bis  project 
of  usurpation.  Visions  of  popularity  still  more  abstract  than 
those  of  Necker,  tormented  him ;  and  he  became  a  steady 
opponent  of  the  court,  without  enrolling  himself  under  the 
same  banners  with  Mirabeau  and  Sieyes.  Hence  it  was  that, 
although  the  Orleanists,  as  well  as  Lafayette,  were  great 
agents  on  these  days,  Iheir  motives  were  unlike ;  and  while 
both  tended  to  one  object,  the  destruction  of  the  power 
of  the  sovereign,  both  laboured  with  different  views  and 
hopes."*  To  the  t^uth  of  this  tirade  of  abuse,  we  oppose 
the  whole  life  and  character  of  Laiayette,  drawn  as  it  is, 
from  audientic  and  creditable  sources.  Bare  assertions  from 
such  a  quaKer  do  not  particularly  demand  refutation  ;  but 
we  expose  their  fallacy  the  more  willingly,  as  it  affords  the 
opportunity  of  placing  new  laurels  in  the  chaplet  of  his  &me 
— ^To  proceed  with  our  extracts  :  a  historian  remarks  thai 
"  from  the  reputation  he  had  hitherto  enjoyed,  vi^lance  and 
activity  were  at  least  to  be  expected ;  and  from  the  military 
power  vested  in  his  hands,  and  from  the  confidence  which 

•  Quarteriy  Reyieir ,  yoL  xxriiL  p.  t85— ?• 
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bad  been  fondly  attached  to  his  conduct,  he  alone  was  capa- 
ble of  restraining  the  Uind  forj  of  the  popnlaee.  Yet,"  he 
cotttinaes,  **  whether  from  contempt  or  design,  he  seemed  to 
persevere  in  supine  indifference :  we  have  ahread j  observed 
with  what  inattention  he  received  the  address  of  the  grenar 
^ers ;  and  though  their  disposition  promised  consequences 
the  most  fttal,  yet  no  precautions  were  taken,  no  orders 
given,  no  posts  occupied.  It  appeared  as  if  the  miarquis  was 
willing  to  enhance  the  merit  of  his  services,  and  to  sufier 
Versailles  to  be  reduced  to  the  last  extremity  before  he  ap- 
peared to  its  relief."* — ^Mr.  Windham,  (then  secretary  at 
war,)  observed,  in  the  British  parliament,  that  Lafayette's 
conduct  on  the  memorable  fifth  and  sixth  of  October,  in 
which  there  was  clear  and  evident  matter  of  condenmation, 
with  the  fate  that  subsequently  attended  him,  ought  to  be  an 
eternal  lesson  to  all  those  who,  actuated  by  similar  motives 
of  guilty  ambition,  would  bring  rain  on  their  conntiy.  "  When 
at  the  head  of  the  national  guards,"  said  he, "  did  be  lead  them  • 
as  was  his  duty,  to  the  relief  of  his  kiug  7  If  he  had  not  done 
so,  what  excuse  could  be  offered  for  him  7  Would  it  be  said 
that  he  acted  under  the  impression  of  terror  for  himself  7-^ 
If  so,  would  they  insist  upon  that  as  an  excuse!  or  would 
they  say,  that  he  ou^t  not  to  have  risked  his  life  7  A  soldier, 
honoured  with  such  rank  and  &vour,  commanding  the  guards, 
could  not  have  fallen  in  a  nobler  cause.  He  ought,  even 
though  certain  of  dead),  to  have  encountered  it  in  discharge 
of  his  duty,  and  expiated,  in  some  sort,  die  great  calamities 
his  ambition  had  occasioned.  His  own  excuse  was,  that  he 
had  no  command  over  the  guards ;  but  what  could  be  said 
of  a  man,  who,  having  declared  diat  he  had  no  command  over 
troops,  continued  nevertheless  along  with  &em.  He  should 
have  retired,  and  in  repentance  endeavoured  to  atone  for 
the  ruins  he  had  made.  But  no : — it  was  well  understood 
frtiat  part  he  played,  and  what  end  he  had  in  view.**! 

•  Hist.  France,  3  toIs.  vol.  iii.  p.  480~1< 

t  Pari  Cbroo.  roL  xwL  p.  406,  bacemtar  16|  17M. 
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The  proceedings  of  the  marquig  at  Versailles,  bis  inat- 
tention to  the  safety  of  the  rojal  familj,  and  his  riiamefiil 
Deglect  of  duty,  also  afford  abandant  food  for  the  palates  of 
the  malevolent  "  After  having  amtised  the  king,"  said  Wind- 
iam,  "  vrith  a  promise  that  there  was  no  danger,  which  threw 
him  off  his  guard ;  after  the  palace  had  been  forced,  and  the 
royal  family  in  danger ;-— he  appeared.  Lulled  into  security 
by  his  promises,  the  king  and  queen  had  gone  to  rest ;  the 
•mob  burst  so  suddenly  into  the  palace,  that  her  majesty  was 
obliged  to  escape  undressed.  Lafayette  said,  that  no  farther 
violence  would  be  offered  ;  but  when  called  for,  was  not  in 
town.  For  how  much  mischief  was  he  not  answerable  Y' 
Mr.  Windham  "  would  not  say,  for  he  did  not  believe  it,  that 
Lafayette  wished  entirely  to  destroy  the  king,  or  to  erect  a 
republic  in  the  place  of  the  monarchy,  but  that  he  wished 
to  lower  the  king  to  a  state  of  dependence  on  himself,  and 
to  be  like  Trinculo  in  the  Tempest,  vice-roy  over  him."* 
*'  On  the  first  intelligence  of  these  disastrous  events,'*  (the 
attack  of  the  palace,)  says  a  prejudiced  writer,  '*  the  marquis 
de  Lafayette  quitted  his  bed,  and  endeavoured  to  atone  by 
his  activity,  for  his  former  credulity  and  negligence :  his 
splendid  promises  of  security  were  now  converted  into  re- 
proaches ;  and  shame  succeeded  to  misplaced  confidence. 
As  he  pressed  with  hasty  steps  toward  the  castle,  he  beheld 
on  every  side»  the  fatal  efiecta  of  his  own  imprudence."! — 
"  The  first  step  of  Lafayette,  on  arriving  at  Versailles,"  accorw 
ding  to  the  Quarterly  Review,  whose  principles  are  properly 
appreciated  in  this  country,  "was  to  tranquillize  the  assembly, 
on  the  presence  of  the  national  guards,  since  he  vkls  at  their 
heed;  and  afterwards  to  offer  his  services  to  the  king,  to 
whom  he  said, '  Sire,  votre  majeste  n'a  pas  de  plus  fidele  ser* 
•viteur  que  moi  7  (Sire,  your  majesty  does  not  possess  a  mora 
faithful  servant  than  myself.)  These  exploits  achieved,  die 
hero  of  French  liberty  diffused  the  like  tranquillity  amoi^ 
meaner  mortails ;  and  like  Morpheus,  shook  his  poppies  over 

*  Pari  Chroo.  vol.  xvi.  p.  407. 

t  HiBtory  of  France,  3  vok.  voL  liL  p.  48S. 
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all  he  saw.  After  sending  the  king  and  royal  family  to  sleep. 
he  sent  the  vigilant  Mounier  to  sleep,  together  with  the  whole 
national  assembly,  and  every  man  who  should  have  waked ; 
and  then  retired  to  rest  himself.  Was  this  treachery  ?  Was 
it  imbecility,  in  the  man  who  had  bivouacked  with  Wash- 
ington f  And  did  he  suppose  that  the  duke  of  Orleans,  with 
his  sixty  thousand  mad  and  drunken  partizans,  was  sleeping 
by  his  side  7 — ^Be  that  as  it  may,  the  assault  began  just  two 
hours  after  this  faithful  and  intrepid  commander  of  the  na- 
tional guard  had  distributed  his  opiate.  One  of  the  gates  of 
the  castle  had  been  unaccountably  left  open.  A  small  por- 
tion of  the  mob  introduced  themselves,  through  this  passage, 
to  the  staircase  leading  to  the  queen's  apartments;  and 
shortly  afterwards,  the  attack  became  general."*  "  Again ; 
as  soon  as  the  king  learned  that  the  wish  of  his  subjects  was 
that  he  should  go  to  Paris,  he  resolved  upon  complying.  The 
king  announced  his  compliance  from  the  balcony  ;  and  the 
queen  herself  confirmed  it,  by  giving  her  hand  publicly  to 
Lafayette,  who,  after  allowing  sufficient  leisure  for  the  per- 
petration of  much  evil,  had,  some  time  before,  fortunately 
started  from  his  ominous  repose."t 

Those  charges,  which  are  worthy  of  observation,  may  be 
arranged  under  three  general  heads.  First,  the  conduct  of 
Lafayette  in  Paris,  previous  to  the  march  of  the  militia  to 
Versailles ;  secondly,  his  neglect  of  duty,  and  criminal  su- 
pineness  at  Versailles ;  and  lastly,  his  agency  in  planning 
and  fomenting  the  insurrection,  with  the  duke  of  Orleans 
and  others.  We  believe  that  we  are  able,  considering  the 
>  limits  to  which  we  are  now  restricted,  to  produce  a  refutation 
of  all  these  charges,  so  true  and  triumphant,  as  to  bafiSe  even 
the  crafty  sophistry  of  the  Quarterly  Review. 

In  the  first  place,  the  conduct  of  Lafayette  in  Paris  was 
precisely  that  which  every  man  of  principle,  placed  in  his 
situation,  would  have  adopted.  Could  his  voice  alone  re- 
atrain  &e  simultaneous  movement  of  the  whole  population 

*  Qiiartariy  BevieWt  18S3»  voL  xxvL  p.  S89,   t  Il>id  t90. 
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of  the  citjT  Could  be  sin^jr  hare  opposed  a  fimidied  and 
ferocious  mob,  much  less  the  whole  militia  of  Paris,  of  whom 
he  was,  indeed,  the  commander,  but  who  unanimouslj  re- 
solved, with,  or  without  a  leader,  to  proceed  to  Vecsailles  T 
Without  a  single  soldier  of  the  r^ular  armj  at  his  commandi 
was  he  alone  to  stem  a  torrent,  which  the  royal,  and  consti- 
tuted, authorities,  together,  were  unable  to  resist?  Would  it 
have  benefitted  his  own  fame,  or  his  country,  if  be  had  madly 
rushed  on  ruin,  and  sacrificed  his  life,  at  a  moment  when  its 
pref^ervation  was  of  the  last  importance  to  the  very  existence 
of  the  royal  family  ? — These  arc  questions  which,  when  truly 
answered,  serve  to  reflect  additional  honours  on  the  charac- 
ter of  Fayette  ;  and  in  so  doing,  we  do  not  rest  on  mere  as- 
sertions, but  on  the  testimony  of  those  whose  credit  is  not  to 
he  impeached,  and  who,  as  eye-witnesses  of  the  events  which 
they  describe,  have  rescued  the  fame  of  Lafayette  from  the 
calumny  of  factions,  and  the  false  aspersions  of  political 
foes. 

At  the  commencement  of  the  insurrection,  when  the  nu- 
merous mob,  composed  chiefly  of  women,  repaired  to  the 
Hotel-de-Ville,  where  a  few  of  the  committee  of  the  Commwte 
were  assembled,  M.  Gouvion,  aid  to  general  Lafayette,  and 
lieutenant-general,  endeavoured,  at  the  head  of  the  national 
guard,  to  prevent  their  entrance ;  but  the  soldiers,  swayed 
either  by  gallantry,  hunAanity,  or  disafiection,  gave  way,  and 
permitted  them  to  pass.  They  then,  with  horrid  impre- 
cations, demanded  bread  and  arms ;  exclaimed  with  violence 
against  the  pusillanimity  of  the  men;  and  threatened  the 
lives  of  the  whole  committee,  and  particularly  of  M.  Bailly, 
and  the  marquis  de  Lafayette.  Having  penetrated  the  mar 
gazine  of  arms,  the  universal  clamour  was  to  proceed  to 
Versailles,  and  all  endeavours  to  resist  the  fury  of  the  mob 
were  vain ;  and  for  the  best  of  all  reasons,  the  want  of  means. 
Unfortunately  the  fanaticism  was  communicated  to  the  gre- 
nadiers, who  formed  a  part  of  the  national  guards*  Thej 
not  only  declared  that "  they  would  not  turn  their  bayoneto 
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tguntttlie  poor  women  ^o  came  to  ask  for  bread,"  Imt  ix^ 
tiniated  an  inclinatioa  themselires  to  proceed  to  Venaillet. 
Their  spokesman  declaimed  loudly  against  the  committee  of 
sabttstence,  against  the  gardes-du-corps,  and  concluded, "  that 
the  people  were  miserable,  and  the  source  of  evil  was  at  Ver^ 
sailles;  that  they  most  go  and  find  out  the  king,  and  bring 
him  to  Paris."    The  marquis  de  Lafayette  reasoned,  insuted, 
and  threatened,  but  the  tumult  increased  from  all  quarters ; 
at  length,  thou^  the  national  guard  appeared  not  in  the  most 
tractable  disposition,  the  mayor  and  municipality  conceired 
it  to  be  the  only  means  of  preventing  mischief  at  Versailles, 
to  permit  their  departure,  with  their  commander  at  their  head. 
The  marquis,  therefore,  received  an  order  to  depart  for  Ver- 
sailles.*— ^Experience  had  shown  with  what  rapidity  all  Paris 
was  inflamed,  up  in  arms,  and  embodied,  when  the  citizens 
imagined  that  public  safety  was  endangered.    No  power 
could  resist  an  assemblage  of  women,  and  the  dreadful  de- 
clarations of  mothers,  that  they  had  not  bread  to  give  to  their 
children.    This,  in  fact,  was  the  spring  which  put  in  motion 
all  the  deeds  performed  that  day.    "  Meanwhile,"  says  M. 
Rabaut  de  Saint-Etienne,  an  actor  in,  and  victim  of,  the  re* 
volution, "  the  citizens  also  were  desirous  of  bringing  the  king 
to  Paris.    Assembled  in  arms,  they  expressed  their  wishes  in 
a  manner  which  showed  that  they  were  determined  to  be 
obeyed.    In  vain  did  M.  de  Lafayette,  who  seemed  astonish* 
ed  at  the  idea  of  doing  violence  to  the  king,  endeavour  to 
allay  this  fermentation ;  he  himself  became  the  object  of  their 
menaces.    He  required  an  order  from  the  city  council ;  the 
order  was  given,  and  he  sat  out"t    Playfair,  an  inveterate 
enemy  both  to  Lafayette  and  his  liberal  principles,  remarks, 
that  be  "  hesitated  to  obey  those  whom  he  expected  to  com- 
oumd,  but  was  forced  to  comply  by  the  unanswerable  aign* 
ment  of  the  lantern,  which  was  just  ready  within  a  few  yards 
of  his  house,  and  which,  it  is  not  to  be  doubted,  would  have 

"*  Hift  B^.  in  Fraace^l^Tols.  in  one,  voL  L  139-4,  PbiM.  1794. 
t  Hist  Ber- in  France,  by  St  Etienne,  p.  96— 6i  Tranai,  Dalilial19t» 
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been  employed/'*  After  the  first  bodj  of  ihsurgents  had  de- 
parted from  Paris,  "  a  second  army  of  Axnazons/'  says  aoo- 
tfaer  writer,  *'  was  preparing  to  follow  the  first,  who  were 
with  much  difficulty  dispersed  by  Lafayette,  the  national 
guards  telling  their  general  that  they  could  not  fire  upon, 
or  use  any  force,  against  their  fellow-citizens  who  were 
asking  for  bread.  At  the  same  time,  the  rage  for  going  to 
Versailles  was  now  become  general,  and  so  strongly  infected 
the  national  troops,  that  they  rather  commanded  than  desired 
their  officers  to  lead  them  thither.  Upon  this  occasion,  some 
of  the  grenadiers  told  Lafayette,  without  reserve,  that  under- 
standing the  king  was  an  idiot,  there  was  no  doubt  but  mat- 
ters would  go  on  much  better  by  the  appointment  of  a  coun- 
cil of  regency.  Lafayette,  who  seemed  astonished  at  even 
the  idea  of  offering  any  violence  to  the  king's  person,  or  lay- 
^  ing  any  restraint  upon  his  inclinations,  with  respect  to  resi- 
dence, endeavoured  to  allay  this  fermentation,  and  tempo- 
rized wiUi  the  troops  as  long  as  possible  ;  but  they  becoming 
every  instant  more  outrageous,  and  at  length  directing  their 
menaces  against  himself,  he  and  his  principal  officers  were 
compelled  to  submit  to  the  demands  of  the  soldiery :  but,  in 
order  to  legalize  his  proceedings  as  much  as  he  could,  he  first 
required  and  obtained  an  order  from  the  mayor  and  council 
of  Paris,  to  lay  before  the  king  the  uneasiness  of  his  people/'t 
"  At  the  very  first  alarm,"  says  Toulongeon,  *'  Lafayette 
repaired  to  the  Hotel-de-Ville,  where  the  grenadiers  of  the 
guards  vehemently  urged  him  to  conduct  them  to  Versailles. 
His  long  resistance  was  useless ;  and  six  grenadiers,  deputed 
from  the  six  companies  of  grenadiers,  addressed  him  as  fol- 
lows ;  '  General,  we  do  not  believe  you  to  be  a  traitor,  but 
that  you  are  betrayed  by  the  government  Our  committee 
of  subsistence  are  either  guilty  of  malversation,  or  incapable 
t>f  executing  their  functions,  and  they  ought  to  be  changed. 
The  people  are  miserable,  and  the  source  of  the  evil  is  at 
Venaillea.  It  is  necessary  to  bring  the  king  to  Paris.  We 
•  History  Jacob.  voL  L  p. «».  t  Aimoal  Rcf.  1790^  voL  xxxii.  pi  4t» 
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eaiiiiot  turn  our  ftroM  against  women  wbo  are  demanding 
bread.  We  are  determined  to  go  to  Versailles,  and  extern 
minate  the  gardes-da-corps,  and  the  regiment  of  Flanders, 
who  have  dared  to  trample  underfoot  the  national  cockade.' 
M.  de  Lafayette,  having  said  and  did  every  thing  that  be 
could,  to  prevent  their  departure,  at  length  requested  orders 
from  the  civil  authority  :  and  it  is  important  to  observe  that 
he  expressly  received  them  as  "  cedes  a  la  force  des  circon- 
stances."  (Obeyed  from  necessity,  owing  to  circumstances.)* 
The  whole  of  Lafayette's  conduct,  both  at  this  time  and 
previous  to  it,  proves  his  sincerity  in  endeavouring  to  allay 
the  popular  ferment.  When  a  riot  was  excited,  some  time 
before  this  period,  by  a  very  turbulent  and  seditious  man  of 
the  name  of  St.  Huruge,  who  proposed  this  very  measure, 
that  the  king  and  the  national  assembly  should  be  appointed 
to  reside  in  Paris,  it  was  greatly  owing  to  the  spirited  exer- 
tions  of  Lafayette,  that  the  mob  which  this  man  had  assem-* 
bled  was  dispersed,  and  St.  Huruge  himself,  with  several 
other  agitators,  seized  and  sent  to  prison ;  and  "  there  can  be 
no  doubt,"  says  Moore,  '*  that  the  present  insurrection  would 
have  had  a  similar  termination,  if  the  national  guards  had 
been  equally  obedient  on  this  occasion  as  on  the  former.'* 
The  national  guards  assembled  before  the  Hotel-de-Ville, 
were  so  determined  on  this  expedition  to  Versailles,  and  so 
irritated  at  Lafayette's  persevering  endeavours  to  dissuade 
them,  that  a  large  body  of  tihem  declared  that  they  would  no 
longer  have  him  for  thefar  commander,  and  actually  proposed 
to  M.  Dogni,  Intendant-des-postes,  to  accept  the  chief  com- 
mand  instead  of  Lafayette,  and  to  lead  them  to  Versailles, 
declaring  that  they  would  follow  his  orders  in  all  respects. 
He,  however,  positively  refused.  Seeing  that,  at  all  events, 
they  were  decided  on  going,  and  being  utterly  unable  to  op- 
pose  their  decision  by  force,  M.  de  Lafayette  at  length  said, 
that  if  the  municipality  would  give  him  an  order  for  that 
purpose,  he  would  go  at  the  head  of  the  national  guards  to 
•  Bkt  da  Fnnea,  par  Tndoafeoo,  torn  I.  pace  134,  Paiis,  I80U 


Digitized  by 


Google 


tM  HltTOUT  or  TBB 

cominaiiicate  to  <he  kii^  the  dktresaefl  of  the  capital,  and 
flie  grieyances  of  which  they  complained.  Having  obtained 
the  order,  he  set  out  for  Versailles,  four  or  five  hoars  after 
flie  motlej  band^of  males  and  females  bad  taken  the  same 
route.* 

Happj,  indeed,  was  it,  as  we  shaU  now  proceed  to  show^ 
{hat  Lafayette  was  thus  induced,  from  circumstances  to  alter 
his  determination.  Had  not  his  all-commanding  voice  been 
heard  at  Versailles,  the  royal  family  would,  beyond  ail  doubt, 
have  &Uen  victims  to  the  ferocity  of  the  mob.  No  other 
man  could  have  guided  the  national  guards,  for  no  other  man 
possessed  so  large  a  share  of  their  confidence  and  afiection. 
Whatever  threats  they  may  have  uttered,  and  however  ready 
some  of  them  may  have  been,  in  the  frenzy  of  the  moment, 
even  to  immolate  their  conunander,  yet  every  other  of  their 
actions  in  which  he  was  personally  interested,  during  the 
period  of  his  command,  when  ruled  by  reason,  demonstrated 
the  ardent  love  they  bore  him.  If  the  Parisian  guard,  as  in 
case  of  his  refusal  they  certainly  would  have  doue,  had 
marched  to  Versailles  without  Lafayette  at  their  head,  they 
would  have,  if  not  actually  joined  the  mob,  at  least  like  the 
Versailles  guard,  remained  passive :  and  in  either  event  the 
destruction  of  the  royal  family,  and  the  massacre  of  its  few 
but  brave  defenders,  would  have  been  inevitable. 

However  insubordinate  the  Parisian  guards  may  have 
been  previous  to  their  departure  from  the  capital,  it  is  clearly 
demonstrated  by  subsequent  events,  that  they  afterwards  sub- 
jected themselves  fully  to  the  orders  of  their  beloved  com 
mander.  He  now  appeared  to  them  in  a  new  character ; 
not  as  the  opponent  of  their  designs,  but  as  the  bearer  of 
their  complaints  from  the  commune  of  Paris  to  the  king.-^ 
The  policy  of  this  measure  is  too  obvious  not  to  satisfy,  with 
respect  to  his  motives,  all  those  who  are  not  interested  m 
defanung  Lafayette.  It  was  an  easy  and  pretty  plausible  as* 
fertioii,  taking  care»  however,  to  omit  the  ratiomk,  that  d)e 

•  Mosvs^s  ViOTrFrsMhBit*vsiLS87««^ 
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fenefdlieftdBd  tte  ifitiirgeikts  m  the  oigaii  ^  tMii&iimcat* 
ing  fbeir  grievaoces  to  tbe  tovereign ;  while,  in  fact,  it  wm 
«tilj  done  so  «b  to  regain  the  confidence  which  rage  had  mo- 
meotarilj  weakened,  and  as  the  lesser  evil,  to  assure  himself 
of  obedience  from  those  under  his  command,  and  to  prevent 
greater  evils  bj  restraining  a  spirit  which  his  presence  alone 
could  efiect  That  he  possessed  perfect  command  over  his 
troops,  is  proved  by  his  causbg  them,  on  the  route,  to  swear 
fidelity  to  the  king  and  to  the  laws.  For,  notwithstanding 
the  absurd  tales  of  Mr.  Playfair,  and  the  arithmetical  calcu* 
lations  of  others,  whereby  the  time  necessary  to  administer 
an  oath  to  so  large  an  army,  and  the  number  of  square  feet 
necessary  for  the  said  army  to  stand  upon  while  undergoing 
the  ceremony,  are  nicely  computed,  the  fact  is  not  the  less 
tnie.*  Indeed,  while  some  inimical  writers  deny  it  altogether 
as  affording  too  strong  a  proof  of  the  marquis'  power  over 
the  soldiery,  and  especially  of  his  pacific  and  loyal  intentions, 
others  adduce  it  as  an  evidence  of  his  guilt,  and  of  his  de* 
sire  io  procrastinate  the  arrival  of  succour  to  Versailles  l-^ 
**  Tbe  national  guard,"  says  De  Stael,  "  marched  with  order, 
was  obedient  to  its  commander,  and  expressed  no  wish  but 
that  of  brining  the  king  and  the  assembly  to  Paris/'t 

It  was  midnight  when  the  Parisian  army  arrived  at  Vef' 
sailles ;  and  whatever  alarm  an  expedition,  the  object  of 
which  &ey  knew  not,  might  have  occasioned  in  the  breasts 
of  the  deputies,  it  was  soon  removed  by  the  conduct  of  La- 
fayette, who  presented  himself  to  the  national  assembly  with 
every  appearance  of  respect  and  submission.  He  lamented 
the  disorders  and  jealousies  which  had  compelled  him,  against 
his  judgment,  to  march  at  the  head  of  the  national  guards  to 
Versailles ;  expressing  at  the  same  time  his  hope  and  belief, 
that  an  apolc^  from  the  gardes-du-corps,  and  dieir  adoption 
of  tbe  national  cockade,  would  produce  an  oblivion  <^  the 

•  Toalong.  Hiit  de  Frsnce,  toI.  i.  p.  135 — ^Ann.  Reg^.  ToL  xxzii  p^ 
aiHt— HUt  of  France  3  yols.  toI.  iii.  p^  463. 
.    t  Conaider.  French  Rer.  yol.  L  p  340. 
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pasti  ud  a  good  andentanding  in  ftttnre.*— Tbe  welilier  W9m 
cold ;  aod  it  continued  to  rain  with  violence.  The  foldiem 
took  refuge  in  taverns*  cofiee^houses,  under  porticos,  whei^ 
ever  they  could  rest,  and  find  shelter.  Refreshments  were 
distributed  among  them ;  and  an  appearance  of  good  humour 
inspired  hopes  that  all  danger  of  tumult  was  over  for  that 
night  at  least  When  Lafayette  perceived  this,  he  gave  such 
an  account  of  this  apparent  tranquillity  that  the  king  and 
queen  retired  to  rest.  After  having  made  the  necessary  ar- 
rangements, appointed  diiferent  guards,  and  placed  sentinels 
where  he  deemed  it  necessary,  he  again  entered  the  national 
assembly,  and  gave  them  the  same  assurances  that  he  had 
given  the  king.  The  members  accordingly  dispersed,  con* 
viiiced  of  the  general  pacific  disposition ;  and,  at  about  five 
in  the  morning,  the  marquis  himself,  after  having  visited  all 
the  posts,  and  found  every  thing  perfectly  quiet,  retired  to 
bis  quarters  to  write  to  the  municipality  of  Paris,  and  to 
•natch  a  few  hours  repose.*-^Madame  De  Stael,  who  was 
not  only  in  Versailles,  but  in  the  palace,  at  the  time,  observes 
that  *'  M.  de  Lafayette  entered  the  palace*  and  crossed  the 
hall  where  we  were,  to  go  into  the  king.  Every  one  sur* 
rounded  him  with  ardour,  as  if  he  had  been  the  master  of 
events,  while  the  popular  party  was  already  stronger  than  its 
leader.  M.  de  Lafayette,"  she  continues,  "  seemed  perfectly 
calm ;  he  has  never  been  seen  otherwise ;  but  his  delicacy 
sufiered  by  the  importance  of  the  part  he  had  to  act  :—to 
insure  the  saftiy  of  the  palace,  he  dtsirtd  to  occupy  the  posts 
of  the  interior  ^-^Ihe  exterior  posts  only  were  given  to  him. 
This  refusal  was  natural,  as  the  body-guards  ought  not  to  be 
removed;  but  it  had  almost  been  the  cause  of  the  greatest 
misfortunes. — M.  de  Lafayette  left  the  palace,  giving  us  the 
most  tranquilliziug  assurances.  At  five  in  the  morning,  he 
thought  that  all  danger  was  over,  and  relied  on  the  body 
guards,  who  had  answered  for  the  interior  of  the  palace.    A 

•  Moore's  View,  vol.  ii.  p.  9, 10— Etianne's  Rev.  p.  99.— Hist  Frsndi 
Rer.  a  vols,  in  one,  vol.  i.  p.  169 
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\  wliich  fliey  had  fofgotteii  to  shot,  enabled  the  i 
Bins  to  get  in.  A  sinular  accident  proved  faToarable  to  two 
conspiracies  in  Russiai  at  times  when  vigilance  was  at  its 
height,  and  when,  outward  ciroiimstances  were  most  tranqtuL 
It  is*  therefore,  absurd  to  censure  M.  de  La&yette  for  an 
event  that  was  so  unlikely  to  occur.  No  sooner  was  he  ap- 
prized  of  it,  than  he  rushed  forward  to  the  assistance  of  those 
who  were  threatened  with  an  ardour  which  was  acknowledged 
at  the  moment,  before  calumny  had  prepared  her  poison."* 

"  It  has  been  asserted  by  M.  Lafayette's  enemies/'  says 
Moore,  "  that  he  affected  to  retire  to  rest,  knowing  that  the 
palace  was  to  be  attacked,  that  he  might  not  be  thought  to 
have  any  part  in  the  horrid  attempt  which  took  place  during 
his  absence.  But  whatever  blame  he  may  be  charged  with 
for  not  taking  more  effectual  means  for  guarding  the  palace* 
or  for  giving  way  to  the  desire  of  rest  at  such  a  period,  the 
excessive  fatigue,  both  of  mind  and  body,  which  he  had  un* 
deigone,  precludes  the  suspicion  of  affectation ;  and  his  con* 
duct  from  the  moment  he  was  awaked,  as  well  as  his'general 
behaviour  and  character  through  life,  must  satisfy  the  candid 
and  impartial,  that  the  accusation  is  unjust,  and  that  he  had 
not  the  least  notion  when  he  retired,  that  &e  castle  would 
be  attacked. — Notwithstanding  some  scenes  of  confusion 
which  no  activity  could  prevent,  the  manner  in  which  he 
suppressed  the  great  insurrectiim  in  the  Champ-de-Mars,  on 
the  seventeenth  of  July,  and  the  state  of  tranquillity  in  which 
Paris  was  kept  during  the  whole  time  that  M.  Lafayette  had 
the  command  of  the  national  guards,  compared  with  the  hor- 
rid scenes  that  were  acted  there  after  it  was  entrusted  to 
others,  afford  reason  to  believe,  that  it  would  have  been  for* 
tunate  for  the  royal  family,  and  for  France,  that  he  had  con* 
tinued  in  that  command ;  in  which  case,  the  insurrection  of 
the  tenth  of  August  would  not  have  happened ;  or,  if  it  had, 
the  issue  would  probably  have  been  different,  and  the  mas* 
sacres  in  September  would  certainly  have  been  prevented."! 
•  Coander.  French  Rer.  vol  i.  p.  340,  l.-f  Moora's  View,  vol  ii  p.  li^lL 
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The  pabee  WM  attacked  sooaKfter  day-bmk,  on  te 
of  October,  and  it  was  evident  that  the  orden  of  Lafayette, 
ia  gaardiBg  the  external  eoarts,  were  UI-obeTed.  It  is  of  the 
.first  importance  to  repeat,  that  he  had  required  the  com- 
jaand  over  the  poats  of  the  interior,  which  request  was  re- 
fused. The  internal  regulations  of  the  castle  would  not  ad- 
mit of  his  interference :-— (he  daj  before  the  attack,  it  would 
have  been  universally  condemned  as  an  abuse  of  his  power. 
This  etiquette  was  so  sacr^,  that  no  one  even  entertained 
the  idea  of  permitting  any  innovation.*  The  national  guards 
were  merely  permitted  to  occupy  the  exterior  posts  ;  tlie 
Swiss  guards  occupied  all  the  posts  toward  the  gardens ;  and, 
fay  express  order,  the  gardes-du-corps  alone  were  reserved 
for  the  interior  posts  of  the  castle.  It  was  impossible  for 
Lafayette  to  change  these  orders,  without  employing  an  au- 
thority which,  owing  to  circumstances,  would  have  been  con* 
■idered  as  an  abuse  of  power.  On  the  evening  of  the  fifth, 
none  of  the  events  of  the  sixth  could  have  been  expected 
except  by  those  who  planned  them ;  and  it  is  still  more  pro- 
bable that  the  enterprise  was  concerted  during  the  night. — 
In  lact,  order  was  so  little  established  in  the  interior  of  the 
castle, — the  event  was  so  httle  expected, — and  every  thing 
was  so  little  changed  from  the  usual  system,  that,  according 
to  daily  custom,  the  posts  of  the  gardes-du-corps  were  merely 
commanded  by  the  jj^rigadiers  or  quarter-masters  in  ordi- 
nary.! 

Thus  was  the  marquis  de  Lafayette  actually  excluded 
from  the  palace,  which,  say  his  enemies,  ought  to  have  been 
his  post  during  the  night.  This  apparent  neglect  of  a  duty 
which  he  was  not  permitted  to  fulfil,  is  the  only  point  of  blame^ 
that  has  ever,  on  this  occasion,  been  uiiged  against  him  with 
any  degree  of  confidence.    "  The  truth  was,"  said  general 

«  The  respect  in  which  it  was  held  may  be  ^thered  from  the  follow- 
Ukg  anecdote  :^When  Lafayette  arri?ed«  dunn;  the  taranlt^  and  after 
rapidly  passingr  througfb  the  apartments,  arriyed  at  the  en^^nce  of  the 
kin;*«  chamber,  he  was  stopped  by  the  proper  officer,  who  obsenred^ 
**  le  rat  V0U9  aecorde  les  rrmdei  entree*. 

t  Tooiooff.  Hilt,  tome  u  Pieces  Justi^  120-1. 
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FHapnirick,  "  that  having  conceived  »n  opinion  that  he  had 
perfectly  restored  tranquillity,  and  provided  for  the  safety  of 
the  royal  family,  and  having  been  sixty  hours  wUhaui  sleep^ 
and  fifteen  actually  on  watch,  worn  by  the  weather  and  the 
turbulence  of  the  moltitude,  and  exhausted  with  fatigue,  he 
auffefed  himself  to  be  persuaded  to  throw  himself,  undressed 
as  he  was,  on  a  bed,  to  get  some  repose  for  an  hour  or  two. 
The  mob,  during  this  interval,  renewed  their  attack ;  and 
his  enemies  asserted,  that  he  had  retired  with  a  view  to  suf- 
fer this  renewal; — a  calumny  which  every  circumstance 
tended  to  refute.  Instantly  upon  his  being  informed  of  this 
second  outrage,  he  again  went  to  repress  their  violence,  and 
succeeded.  If  we  look  at  him  afterwards,  we  constantly 
see  him  the  defender  of  good  order  and  the  law,  the  opposer 
of  tyranny  and  oppression,  from  whatever  quarter  it  arose."* 
As  soon  as  the  marquis  de  Lafayette  heard  of  the  attack, 
he  started  from  his  bed,  mounted  his  horse,  and  having  sum- 
moned a  company  of  grenadiers,  conjured  them  to  accom- 
pany him  to  the  palace,  and  save  the  royal  family  from  as- 
sassination, and  the  French  name  from  lasting  infamy.  They 
arrived  as  the  ruffians  were  attempting  to  force  the  king's 
apartment,  to  which  the  queen  had  fled  for  safety.  Nothing 
but  instant  death  was^xpected  by  the  royal  company.  Sud- 
denly, however,  the  tumult  seemed  to  cease— every  thing 
was  quiet ;  and  a  moment  after,  a  gentle  rap  was  heard  at 
the  door.  The  gardes-du-corps  refused  to  open  it :  "  Admit 
us,"  cried  the  grenadiers,  "  we  have  not  forgotten  that  you 
saved  us  at  Fontenoy."  In  an  instant  the  apartment  was 
filled  with  the  Parisian  guard,  who  grounded  their  arms. — 
"  We  come,"  said  their  commander,  "  to  save  the  king  ;"-* 
and  turning  to  such  of  the  gardes-du-corps  as  were  in  the 
apartments — **  We  will  save  you  also,  gentlemen;  let  us  from 
this  moment  be  united."! 

Unfortunately  the  national  guard  arrived  too  late  to  pre- 

*  Pari.  Cbroa  toI.  ix.  p.  645. 

t  TouloDg.  Hwt.  tome  i.  p.  144.— Hist  Rev.  France,  vol.  i.  p.  140.— 
Moore'i  View,  vol  ii.  p.  Ifi 
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vent  all  the  mischief.    Two  of  the  gardes-du-corps  were 
ifiurdered  by  the  mob,  before  the  troops  could  be  rallied.*— 
^rom  the  first  moment  of  the  alarm,  the  marquis  de  Lafay- 
ette had  even  exceeded  his.usual  activity.    He  appeared  in 
every  quarter ; — "  Gentlemen/'  he  exclaimed  to  the  Parisian 
soldiers,  "  I  have  pledged  my  word  and  honour  to  the  king, 
that  nothing  belonging  to  Um  shall  receive  injury.    If  I 
break  my  word,  I  shall  be  no  longer  worthy  to  be  your  com- 
mander."   Animated  by  him,  the  Parisians  forced  their  way 
in  every  part,  through  the  almost  impenetrable  mass,  sur- 
rounded the  gardes*du-corp8,  and  placed  them  in  safety  un- 
der their  own  colours.* — ^Fifteen  of  these  body-guards,  who 
having  opposed  the  first  entrance  of  the  mob  into  the  palace, ' 
had  been  surrounded  and  overpowered,  were  still  in  the 
hands  of  those  savages,  who  were  preparing  to  put  them  to 
death.     "  Grenadiers  T  cried  Lafayette  to  his  soldiers,  •  ^souf- 
frierZ'VOiu  dene  qtu  de  braves  gens  soknt  ainsi  lachemeni 
assassines  ?'*  (Grenadters !  will  you  then  sufier  those  brave 
men  to  be  assassinated  in  so  cowardly  a  manner  ?)— The 
victims  were  rescued,  and  immediately  conducted  into  the 
palace,  while  Lafayette  endeavoured  to  soothe  and  mollify 
the  populace.!  This  glorious  fct  was  performed  in  the  courts, 
and  beneath  the  windows  of  the  palac%.     In  the  record  of 
those  moments  of  murder  and  rage,  it  is  delightful  to  recite 
deeds  which  are  an  honour  to  humanity.|  "  In  the  next  hall," 
says  madame  de  Stael,  describing  the  scene  at  the  castle, 
"  the  body  guards  were  embracing  the  national  guards,  with 
that  warmth  which  is  always  inspired  by  emotion  in  great 
emei^encies :  they  were  exchanging  their  distinctive  marks, 
the  national  guards  putting  on  the  belt  of  the  body-guards, 
and  the  body-guards  the  tri-coloured  cockade.  All  were  then 
exclaiming  with  transport,  Vvoe  Lafayette  I  because  he  had 
saved  the  lives  of  the  body-guards,  when  threatened  by  the 
populace."§ 

•  Hist.  Rey.  France  vol.  i,  p.  141.— f  Moore*B  Vieir,  ii,  13.— J  To*- 
loDg-  Hist  i.  Pieces  Jnatif.  p.  121. 

I  Consider.  French  Rev.  voL  i.  34t. 
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Thos,  with  bif  own  band  did  the  gaUant  general  rescue 
ifteea  of  the  lung's  guard,  whom  the  populace  had  maiked 
for  destruction. .  And  no  fact  can  be  more  clearly  established 
that  it  was  to  La&yette  that  all  the  royal  family  of  France 
owed  their  existence  for  one  hour  after  the  attack  on  the 
castle.  For  some  time  after  that  event,  before  their  passions 
had  gained  the  mastery  over  recent  recollections,  all  parties, 
without  exception,  agreed^  that,  at  that  dreadful  period,  the 
king,  his  family,  and  the  whole  court,  owed  their  safety  to 
the  devoted  «eal  with  which  Lafayette  fulfilled  his  numerous 
duties.  The  evidence  of  this  fact  is  overwhelming ;  it  can- 
not be  overthrown ;  it  proceeded  from  the  lips  of  the  queen 
herself,  who  at  least  could  not  be  suspected  of  partiality  in 
ftvour  of  the  services  rendered  by  Lafayette,  on  that  day ; 
she  never  afterwards  refused  to  acknowledge  the  obligationa 
which  gratitude  exacted ;  and  she  never  contradicted,  nor 
denied  the  truth  of,  her  triumphant  expression,  "  JVbta  lui 
devons  Im  vie  ct  jour-la*'  (On  that  day  we  owed  our  lives 
to  him.*) 

The  king's  mind  was  greatly  affected  with  the  death  of 
the  guards  who  had  fallen  in  bis  defence ;  and,  notwithstand* 
ing  all  the  assurances  of  Lafayette,  while  he  walked  through 
his  palace  accompanied  and  protected  by  the  general,  he  was 
making  continual  inquiries  respecting  them.  The  king,  ac* 
companied  by  the  queen,  with  the  dauphin  and  princess 
royal  at  her  side,  having  shown  himself  in  a  balcony,  loud 
cries  of  Lt  roi  a  Paris  ! — le  rot  a  Paris  !  (the  king  to  Paris !) 
mingled  with  menaces,  arose.  His  majesty  retired,  and  after 
having  conferred  with  Lafayette,  re-appeared,  and  signified 
his  intention  of  going  immediately  to  the  capital.  In  fact, 
he  had  no  choice  left :  it  would  not,  perhaps,  have  been  in 
the  power  of  M.  de  Lafayette  himself,  to  have  saved  the 

*  Toulongr.  Hist,  tome  i.  Pieces  Justif.  121—2. — Parliameot  Chroo. 
vol.  ix.  645.  The  «*  queen,"  said  general  Fitzpatrick,  ♦*  had  publicly 
declai*ed  that  it  was  to  him  she  ow^  her  life ;  of  this  there  are  id  Loiu 
doD,  at  this  hour,  persons  ready  to  bear  testimooy  they  heard  that  ua« 
fi)rtuoate  princess  say  bo. "-Ibid,  vol-  v'l^  4l5.'-Moore'8  View.  iL  p.  i2,  IX 
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lireB  of  the  rejdl  fiuuily,  htd  be  refitteil.--^TIie  ac<piieieeiiee 
of  the  king  in  ttieir  demand  w«6  receired  with  riiouts  of  joy 
hy  the  people.  At  this  moment,  LaAyette  approached  the 
queen,  and  inquired  with  respectful  hesitation,  if  it  was  her 
intentien  to  accompany  the  king.  ^'  Yes/'  she  FepHed,  *'  ai^ 
though  I  know  the  danger."  "  Madame,"  said  be,  "  are  you 
resolved  7"-^'*  I  am." — **  Condescend,  then,  to  appear  in  the 
balcony,  and  permit  me  to  acccmipany  you."—'*  Without  te 
king/^ave  you  observed  the  threats?" — ^"  Yes,  madams 
but  venture  to  confide  in  roe." — ^Lafayette  then  conducted 
her  majesty  to  the  balcony.  It  was  a  delicate  and  danger- 
ous step  ; — but  the  danger  was  less,  than  to  permit  the  que^i 
to  depart  for  Paris  without  reconciling  her  to  the  people.-— 
The  noise  and  agitation  of  the  mob  would  not  permit  the 
voice  to  be  heard ;  it  watf  necessary  to  speak  to  the  eyes  of 
the  multitude.  La&yette  approached,  and  kissed  the  hand 
of  the  queen,  in  the  sight  of  all  the  people.  This  action 
first  created  general  astonishment ;  but  it  was  soon  interrupt^ 
ed,  and  the  silence  was  broken  by  loud  acclamations,  and 
cries  of  Vive  la  reine  !  Vive  le  general ! — The  king  in  a 
state  of  apprehension,  had  followed  the  queen,  and  remained 
in  the  back  ground :  observing  the  success  of  her  appearance 
he  said  to  Lafayette,  cannot  you  do  something  for  my  guards  ?" 
^*  Sire !"  replied  the  hero,  "  command  one  of  them  to  ad- 
vance." He  did  so ;  and  Lafayette,  taking  olfhis  own  cock* 
ade,  placed  it  in  the  cap  of  the  guard,  and  embraced  him. 
In  a  moment  the  air  resounded  with  loud  c-'tes  of  "  Viv^ 
Us  gardeS'du'Corps,"* 

The  royal  family  proceeded  to  Paris  on  the  same  day, 
and  the  tokens  of  joy  manifested  by  the  citizens  on  their  re- 
turn,  was,  in  a  great  degree,  owing  to  the  exertions  and  po- 
pularity of  Lafayette. 

From  the  detail  which  has  been  faithfully  and  necessarily 
given,  it  is  not  absolutely  requisite  to  disprove  further,  the 
assertion,  that  M.  de  Lafayette  was  connected  with  the  duke 

*  Moore*8  View,  ii,  p.  15. — ^Touioog.  Hist  tome  i.  p.  146-7. 
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o£  Orioans  in  fttnentiog  the  iowmction.  The  ill  tenm  o* 
which  he  wa^  with  D'Orieans  is  sufficient  of  itself  to  clear 
him  of  thisaccusatioD.  No  two  men  were  less  likely  to  be  io 
iatimacy  with  each  other.  Their  cfaaractera  were  directly 
opposite :  La&yette  was  inde&tigaUe  in  the  pucsuit  of  ro- 
jftown ;  disinterested,  brave,  and  generous : — qualities  never 
attributed  to  the  character  of  the  duke  D'Orleaas.  Even 
Playfair  admits,  in  exaggerated  language^  that  "  Lafajette 
was  become  his  mortal  enemy.*'  The  sending  of  the  duke 
of  Orleans  out  of  the  kingdom,  by  Lafayette;  is  also  a  tri* 
nmpbant  vindication  from  the  chaq;es  of  his  enemies.  It 
must  be  remembered  that  nothing  could  exceed  the  indig- 
nation of  LafiBtyette,  at  the  unexpected  disobedience  which 
lie  experienced  from  hia  troops  on  the  fifth  of  October.  All 
the  mutual  ties  which  should  unite  a  general  and  his  anny» 
seemed  at.  once  dissolved.  He  well  knew  that  their  disobe- 
dience and  mutiny  did  not  originate  with  themselves,  but 
were  produced  by  the  machinations  of  the. cabal,  of  which 
Mirabeau  was,  at  least,  the  ostensible  head,  and  the  duke 
D'Orleans  the  real  father.  Against  the  latter,  therefore,  he 
justly  directed  his  indignation :  for»  whatever  his  private 
political  views  might  have  been,  there  certainly  was  nothing 
farther  removed  from  them,  or  which  he  abhorred  more,  even 
in  idea,  than  that  the  duke  of  Orleans,  through  any  convulr 
sion,  or  change  of  circumstances,  or  under  any  denomination^ 
of  regent  or  otherwise,  should  ever  be  placed  at  the  head  of 
public  ajOTairs.  The  views  of  the  cabal  were  now  thoroc^hly 
seen  through,  and  they  had  consequently  lost  all  influence, 
weight,  and  confidence,  in  the  assembly ;  and  rumours  were 
circulated  which  represented  the  duke  of  Orleans  as  harbour- 
ing criminal  designs  upon  the  crown,  or  the  regency  at  least 
M.  de  Lafayette  had  for  some  time  perceived  that  the  na- 
tional guards  were  not  so  ready  and  cheerful  in  their  obe- 
dience to  his  orders,  as  formerly.  The  rabble,  also,  were 
uncommonly  tumultuous.  The  duke  of  Orleans  was  strongly 
suspected  of  being  the  author  of  these  excesses,  and  of  the 
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odious  to  the  court  than  to  Lafayette,  and  would  have  beea 
arrested,  had  it  not  been  judged  irnprudeot  to  Teirtttre  on  ao 
decisive  a  measure,  in  the  present  circuiDstances.  Another 
plan  less  likely  to  create  popular  commotion,  but  which,  it 
was  thought,  would  have  all  the  good  effect  of  arresting  him^ 
was  adopted.  M.  de  Lafayette  settled  the  business  like  a 
soldier  with  little  ceremony,  but  peremptory  effect  In  a 
short  and  sudden  conference  widi  the  duke,  he  informed  Um, 
in  a  few  words,  that  his  presence  in  France  was,  at  this  junc* 
ture,  incompatible  with  the  good  of  the  nation ;  that  £ngland^ 
where  he  was  weU  acquainted,  was  deemed  the  country  most 
fittii^  for  him  to  retire  to;  that  a  passport  from  the  king  was 
ready  for  him ;  and  that,  to  cover  the  matter,  he  should  be 
apparently  sent  to  execute  a  private  commission  from  his 
majesty.  The  mandate  was  so  peremptory,  delivered  witb 
such  firmness,  and  accompanied  with  an  air  of  such  decisive 
authority,  that  the  duke,  surprised  and  subdued,  shrunk  un* 
der  its  effect ;  and,  every  thing  being  prepared,  was  des* 
patched  to  England.  "  There  was  probably  something,'' 
says  Moore,' "  very  powerful  in  M*  Lafayette's  manner,  which 
convinced  the  duke  so  suddenly  of  the  expediency  of  this 
journey ;  for,  in  the  txprtasiom  he  used,  there  appears  to 
have  been  nothing  very  persuasive."  It  is  stated  by  otbersy 
ttiat  the  duke  made  some  objections  to  the  measure,  and  that» 
at  a  meeting  on  the  subject  held  at  the  office  of  the  minister 
for  foreign  affairs,  he  remarked  to  Lafayette,  ''My  enemies 
pretend  that  you  possess  proofs  against  me." — "  They  are  ra* 
ther  my  enemies  who  say  it,"  replied  the  general,  "  If  I  were 
capable  of  producing  proofs  against  you,  you  would  have 
already  been  arrested."* 

We  have  deemed  it  a  duty  to  transgress  our  limits  in  de- 
scribing the  part  acted  by  the  marquis  de  Lafayette,  on  the 
fifUi  and  sixth  of  October,  and  to  particularise  a  conduct 

•  TouloDg^.  Hist,  tome  i.  Pieces  Justif.p.  122.— Coasid.  French  Rev. 
I  349, 35a— Hist  Rev.  i.  146.--Etienne*s  Rev.  102.  Annual  Reg.  -g^^fK 
61,6^~-Moore's  Yiew^  ?oL  il  p.  80,  9a 


Digitized  by 


Google 


UAHWn  l»B  LIVAYBTTB.  281 

wfaichf-iM)  ftr  from  deserring  (he  opprobriom  which  has  been 
cast  upon  it,  is  a  beaatiAil  and  brilliant  display  of  the  noblest 
qoalittes  of  a  noble  soul.*  In  the  official  report  subsequently 
made  to  the  Cwnmune  of  Paris,  the  committee  observed, 
that"  it  was  their  duty  to  commence  with  the  highest  eulo* 
giums  on  the  commander-in-chief,  not  only  on  account  of 
his  well  known  courage,  prudence,  and  firmness,  but  ako  of 
his  patriotic  devotion,  which  caused  him  to  braye  murmurs 
and  menaces,  in  order  to  restrain  the  multitude  within  the 
bounds  of  duty,  and  guide  with  wisdom  an  impetuous  torrent 
which  had  burst  from  its  banks/'t  The  princess  Elizabeth 
also  joined  her  testimony  in  favour  of  Lafayette.  Nearly 
two  years  after  die  sixth  of  October,  she  heard  it  remarked, 
(bat,  in  case  of  a  counter-revolution,  it  was  intended  to  pro- 
duce against  Lafayette,  a  letter  written  by  him  on  that  day. 
Wanned  with  indignation  at  so  unjust  a  design,  she  caused 
him  to  be  made  acquainted  with  it,  and  advised  him  to  with- 
draw the  document  from  the  Hotel-de-Ville,  where  it  was 
deposited.  Lafayette,  touched  with  the  generosity  of  the 
princess,  replied,  *'  (hat  he  had  written  nothing  which  he 
feared  to  make  public."} 

The  rational  assembly  soon  followed  the  king  to  Paris, 
and  on  the  day  of  their  first  sitting  were  waited  on  by  the 
mayor,  and  Lafayette,  at  the  head  of  a  deputation  from  the 
municipality,  with  the  congratulations  of  the  capital ;  in  re- 
turn for  which  M.  Bailly  and  Lafayette  received  a  unanimous 
vote  of  thanks  from  the  assembly,  for  the  zeal,  vigilance, 
activity,  and  patriotism,  which  had  distinguished  their  con- 
duct during  the  late  troubles.  In  the  answer  to  their  ad- 
dress, the  president  observed,  in  allusion  to  Lafayette,-* 
"  That  hero  is  a  philosopher  whom  the  interests  of  mankind 

*  At  an  additional  proof  that  Lafayette  bad  no  participation  whatever 
in  creating  this  insurrection,  it  is  stated,  that  letters  from  him  to  D*£s- 
talDrvdated  in  September,  indicative  of  some  approaching,  or  appr»- 
hended  danger,  were  communicated  to  the  municipal  committee  of  Ver* 
niiles,  who  accordingly  demanded  an  additional  regiment  to  protect  the 
town. — AnnwU  Reg.  ?oL  utxii.  p.  42. 

t  Mem  Hist  p.  190.  X  Toalong.  Hist  Pieoet  Jostif.  p.  Ul. 
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alone  called  ii^  the  field,  of  glorj,  aod  who,  beneaA  flis 
banoers  of  an  illustrious  warrior  who  can  never  be  focgotteiit 
seemed  like  hioQ,  to  prize  the  lessons  of  a  modem  Lycuigui^ 
as  much  as,  and  perhaps  more  than,  the  laurels  of.  the  tri- 
umphs which  founded,  the  liberty  of  Philadelphia/'* 

Towards  the  close  of  the  year  1789,  theoianquis  de  Far* 
ras  was  accused  of  a  conspiracy,  the  object  of  which  was  to 
massacre  M.  de  Lafayette,  M.  Bailly,  and  M.  Necker,  and 
convey  the  king,  with  or  withoi^t  his  consent,  to  Peronoe. 
He  was  subsequently  condemned,  and  execi^ted  on  the  nine*' 
teenth  of  February,  1790  ;  and  the  first  day  of  his  trial  af- 
forded another  opportunity  to  the  commander-in-chief,  in  the 
display  of  his  duty.  The  mob  then  endeavoured  riotously, 
to  assemble ;  but  they  were  dispersed  by  the  masterly  cooi* 
duct  of  Lafayette,  and  the  city  was  ttiereby  restojred  to  per^ 
feet  tranquillity. 

In  the  month  of  January,  1790,  tlie  baron  de  Bezenval, 
the  Swiss  general,  was  tried  and  acquitted  by  the  court  of 
cbatelet ;  but  before  the  sentence  had  been  declared,  notb* 
ing  could  exceed  the  rage  and  indignation  of  the  populace, 
when  they  became  convinced  of  the  certainty  of  his  acquit-^ 
tal.  They  resolved  to  exercise  the  right  of  summary  and 
executive  justice,  by  forcing  the  prison  in  which  Bezenval 
was  confined  ;  and  exliibiting  in  his  person  a  memorable  and 
bloody  instance  to  mankind,  of  that  inexoi'able  justice  by 
which  they  were  guided.  The  twelfth  of  January  was  fix- 
ed on  for  the  execution  of  this  design  ;  and  the  expectations 
and  cruel  hopes  of  the  rabble  were  elevated  to  the  highest 
pitch.  But  they  were  not  able,  in  their  present  state,  to  con- 
duct schemes  of  this  nature  with  that  secrecy  which  is  ao. 
necessary  to  their  success.  Bailly,  Lafayette,  the  chatelet^ 
the  national  assembly,  and,  in  a  word,  every  part  of  govern- 
ment, became  masters  of  the  whole  design,  and  all  adopted 
such  measures  as  seemed  best  calculated  for  its  prevention 
or  defeat    Lafayette,  in  particular,  acted  with  great  yigour, 

•  Mem.  Hist.  p.  165-6  7. 
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of  the  plotters  were  thus  over&rown,  yet  ibe  capifefti  Mn« 
iHMied  HI  a  state  of  great  disorder  for  two  or  three  day<. — 
Cabals  and  .meetingB  were  cenliimallx  tsking  place,  and  aH 
tffte  past  indiejatioos  of  misebief  were  renewed,  and  seenaed 
to  appear  in  stronger  colours  than  «suaL  Mischiefs  of  every 
kind,  and  accompanied  with  every  degree  of  horror  and  niin* 
were  generally  expected ;  and  even  those. who  were  best  in* 
formed,  anticipated  some  great,  and  proiNibly  dreadfiil  evtot 
But  Laiayette,  by  a  vigorous  act  of  exertion  put  an  end  to 
the  combustion  in  Paris.  With  his  militia,  he  suddenly  sttr* 
Kwnded,  at  night  a  body  of  eleven  hundred  of  the  insur-. 
gents,  who  were  assembled  in  the  Champs  Elysees,  of  whom 
he  made  two.  hundred  prisokiers ;  the  rest  betn^  so  terrified 
fliatthey  seemed  to  consider  U^mselves. fortunate  ineseaping 
witti  their  lives.  This  put  a  slop  for  the  present,  to  noctur* 
nal  meetings,  as  well  as  to  rieta  by  day.* 

Oa  the  twentyHBecond  of  MAy«  1790,  after  a  long  and 
stormy  debate  during  several  sitting?,  the  national  assembly 
decreed  that  "  war  could  not  be  declared  but  by  a  decree  of 
the  legislative  assembly,  predicated  on  the  formal  and  neces- 
sary proposition  of  die  king,  and  afterwards  sanctioned  by 
his  majesty."  On  this  occasion,  whiqh  brought  forward  all 
the  talents  of  the  assembly.  M.  de  Lafayette  opposed  the  ab*^ 
solute  right  of  the  king  to  declare  war,  but  maintained  that 
a  division  of  the  power  would  be  more  conformable  to  the 
true  constitutional  principles  of  liberty  and  monarchy,  more 
calculated  to  keep  at  a  distance  the  scourge  of  war,  and 
more  advantageous  to  the  people. — ^In  concluding  his  opinions 
on  this  subject,  which  were  of  course  less  popular  than  those 
which  vested  the  whole  pow^r  in-  the  legislative  assembly* 
Lafayette  made  the  following  noble  remark ; — "  I  have  be* 
lieved  that  I  could  not  better  pay  the  immense  obligationa 
which  I  owe  to  the  people,  than  in  not  sacrificing  to  the  fleet- 

\  Ann*  Reg.  voL  zxxii,  p.  lS4-6>  6.— Tooloog.  Hiat  roL  i,  p.  187. 
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ing  popolurify  of  a  day,  the  opinimM  wUdi  I  considered  it 
mofll  lueful  ia  promoting  their  good/'* 

On  the  seventh  of  June,  general  La&yetteaA^rded  a  rig* 
nal  proof  of  the  disinterestedness  of  his  principies,  when 
sone  anxiety  was  either  felti  or  feigned,  at  his  coimnand 
over  so  vast  an  army  as  the  whole  national  guard  of  the  king* 
dom.  He  mounted  the  tribone,  and  proposed  a  decree  that 
no  individual  should  command  more  than  one  department 
of  the  national  guards  at  a  time ;  and  this,  too,  when  four- 
teen  thousand  deputies  of  four  millions  of  armed  citizena 
were  about  to  entreat  him  to  become  their  diief  It  is  such 
traits  in  the  life  and  character  of  a  man  which  ought  espe* 
dally  to  be  recorded.t 

Lafayette  had,  since  its  establishment,  uniformly  declared 
himself  against  the  Jacobin  club}  and  its  projects.  With 
Bailly,  the  mayor  of  Paris,  he  had  organised  an  opposing 
club,  and  the  victory  between  the  two  parties  was  doubtful 
for  more  tban  a  year  and  a  half  The  position  in  which  La- 
fayette was  placed  during  the  contest,  was  extremely  embar- 
rasstng  and  dangerous.  He  was  obliged  to  oppose  the  un- 
principled  purposes  of  the  Jacobins,  without  retreatii^  to* 
ward  the  principles  of  the  ancient  despotism ;  and  it  is 
greatly  to  his  honour,  that  he  did  it  most  faithfully  and  con* 
sistently.  When,  therefore,  on  the  twentieth  of  June,  1790, 
a  proposition  was  suddenly  made  in  the  convention  to  abolish 
all  titles  of  nobility.  La  Fayette,  true  to  his  principles,  rose 
to  second  it.  This  proposition  emanated  from  a  member  of 
the  minority  of  the  noblesse,  A  short  discussion  followed. 
Lafayette  observed  that  the  suppression  of  titles  was  a  ne- 
cessary consequence  of  the  constitution  which  had  been 
adopted,  "  What  I"  exclaimed  M.  Foucault,  who  opposed  the 
motion,  "  would  you  deprive  man  of  the  most  powerful,  and 
the  most  noble  motive,  of  emulation  7— What  would  you 

•  Mem.  Hist.  p.  197-8,  9.— Toulong^.  Hist,  i,  20a 
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dsk  for  msbuice,  if  Oere  were  no  titles,  with  tbe  mm  whom 
Henry  II.  created,  accordii^  to  the  words  of  the  patent, 
**  noble  and  coant,  for  having  saved  the  state  T*  ''  I  would 
omit,''  replied  Lafayette,  *'  the  words  created  a  eomnt,  and 
insert  only  that  he  had  saved  4he  etaie" — It  was  attempted 
to  pieserve  tbe  title  of  seigtuwv  for  the  princes  of  the 
reigning  family,  bnt  Lafayette  opposed  it,  in  the  same  genfv* 
ioe  spirit  of  liberty  which  had  dictated  his  first  opinion. — 
From  this  tune,  Lafayette  renounced  tiie  title  of  marquis, 
and  has  never  shice  resumed  it.  Since  the  restoration  of 
tbe  Bourbons,  indeed)  and  the  revival  of  tbe  ancient  nobilify, 
'there  has  been  sometimes  an  affectation  among  the  ultra  roy* 
alists  of  calling  him  by  his  former  title ;  but  he  has  never  re> 
cognised  it,  and  is  still  known  in  France  only  by  the  address 
of  general.  At  least,  if  he  is  sometimes  called  otherwise 
there,  it  is  not  by  his  friends.  On  the  seventh  of  February, 
1834,  be  was  summoned  as  a  witness  in  the  trial  of  madame 
Cbanvet,  tbe  wife  of  a  person  condemned  to  death,  as  an  ac» 
complice  with  general  Berton,  but  who  fled  to  England.-^ 
After  the  accusation  was  read,  the  first  witness  called  was 
the  "  marquis  de  Lafayette."  General  Lafayette  immediately 
rose,  and  observed,  tiiat  since  the  decree  of  the  constitu* 
tional  assembly,  of  June,  1790,  he  had  ceased  to  bear  the 
title  of  marquis.  The  clerk  of  the  court,  by  the  order  of 
tbe  president  then  called  M.  de  Lafayette,  tiie  father,  and 
M.  de  Lafayette,  the  son,  who  had  been  also  summoned.* 

At  length  the  constitution  of  a  representative  monarchy, 
which  La&yette's  exertions  had,  from  the  first  opening  of 
tbe  assembly,  been  consistentiy  devoted  to  establtsb,  was  pre- 
pared ;  and  all  were  desirous  that  it  should  be  received  and 
.recognised  by  the  nation  in  the  most  solemn  manner.  A 
great  public  ceremony  was,  therefore,  resolved  on,  and  tiie 
day  selected  as  most  appropriate  for  tbe  occasion  was  the 
fourteenth  of  July,  1790,  the  anniversary  of  the  destruction 

*  North  Am.  lUv.  Na  zlTi.>  Isa-^Hist  French  Rev.  i  in^Tatt 
kmf  .  Hist  I  Sn^Nat  Gas.  Maroh  17»  1824. 
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^  tbt  b*9tile.  The  idog.  &e  natisMl  vnmMfi,  and  At 
peoptok  w^re  then  to  take  aa  ogtb  U^  emiAtsm  tile  catue  of 
libeii)'  and  the  constkatioD ;  for  akfcou^  the  latler  was  nel 
jet  completed,  yet  the  principles  whtoh.  it  deelared  sacred 
kuad  obtained  universal  assent  The  Cbamp-de^Mars^  in 
fin^nt  of  tbe  military  acfaool,  was  chosen  for  the  grand  na- 
tional solemnity.  In  tbe  midst  of  this'  extensiTe  pMii,  aft 
altar  was  erected,  for  the  purpose  of  administering  the  ciyic 
oath ;  and  round  it»  an  imaaease  amphitheatre  was  thrown  up, 
of  a,  league  in  circumference,  and  capable  of  cocitaining  four 
hundred  thousand  spectators.  The  entrance  into  the  Champ* 
de-Coofederattoo,  (as  it  was  now  called,)  was  through  trt- 
umpbal  arches :  die  king's  throne  was  placed  under  an  e1e« 
gant  pavilion  in  tbe  middle,  and  on  eacthaide  of  it  were  seata 
for  the  members  of  the  national  assembly.  Two  thousand 
workmen  were  employed  upon. this  immense  labour:  but 
the  citiseos  of  Paris,  fearW^  lest  the  preparations  sb6ald  not 
be  completed  at  the  appointed  period,  flocked  from  every 
quarter  to  assist  in  the  undertaking.  Not  only  the  ^miiitaiy 
but  the  clergy,  and  even  the  ladies,  lent  their  clieerful  assis- 
tance. Women  of  the  first  rank  were  seen  joining  the  crowd 
of  voluntary  labourers ;  and  young  women  of  every  denomi- 
nation were  daily  seen  tripping  to  the  field  with  their  gowns 
tucked,  and  belts  of  the  national  ribbon  around  their  waists. 
There  the  lover  wrought  by  the  side  of  his  mistress,  enliven- 
ed by  her  smiles,  and  encouraged  by  the  tune  of  Ca  Ira.*  - 
The  day  preceding  the  intended  celebration,  a  deputation 
from  the  whole  of  the  national  guards  in  the  kingdom,  paid 
their  homage  to  the  national  assembly  and  the  king.  M.  de 
Lafayette  was  at  its  head.  In  addressing  the  national  assem- 
bly, Lafayette,  among  other  diings,  remarked,  that  the  na-  • 
tional  guards  of  France  now  came  to  offer  the  homage  of 
their  respect  and  gratitude ;  diat  the  nation  desired  liberty 
and  demanded  a  constitution ;  but  that  they  might  have  ex 

•  North  Am.  Revievr,  No-  xlri.  p,  160-1 — ^Moore's  Visw  vol.  it.  p 
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pectecl kinindir, if  flie  etdightened  will  of  Ae aiseiBibljr Ind 
not  created  Ike  poirer  entraated  to  the  national  giiarda,  and 
if  thdhr  united  and  hamoniotts  efbrts  had  not  reinitated  the 
Older  which  (fae  fint  movemeBtB  of  liberty  had  dettroyed. 
'*  Gendemen,"  he  exclaimed,  '*  you  well  knew  the  necessitiea 
of  France,  and  ttie  will  of  Frenchinen,  when  yon  destroyed 
the  gothic  fabric  of  our  gOYemment  and  laws,  and  respected 
only  their  monarchical  principle:  Europe  then  discovered 
^t  a  good  king-  could  be  the  protector  of  a  free,  as  he  had 
been  the  ground  of  comfort  to  an  oppressed,  people.*— The 
ri^ts  of  man  are  declared ;  the  sovereignty  of  ttie  people 
aekfiowledged ;  their  power  is  representative ;  and  the  bases 
of  public  order  are  established.  Hasten,  then,  to  give  energy 
to  the  power  of  the  state.  The  people  owe  to  you  the  gloty 
of  a  new  constitution :  but  they  require  and  expect  that  peace 
and  tranquillity  which  cannot  exist  without  a  firm  and  effec- 
tual organization  of  government. — Wc,  gentlemen,  devoted 
to  the  revolution,  and  united  in  the  name  of  Uberty,  the 
guarantees  alike  of  individual  and  common  rights  and  safety ; 
we,  called  by  the  most  imperative  duty  from  all  parts  of  the 
kingdom,  founding  our  confidence  on  your  wisdom,  and  our 
hopes  on  your  services,-^we  will  bear,  without  hesitation,  to 
the  altar  of  the  country,  the  oadi  which  you  may  dictate  to 
its  soldiers.— Yes,  gentlemen,  our  arms  shall  be  stretched 
forth  together,  and  at  the  same  instant,  our  brottiers  from  all 
parts  of  France,  shall  utter  the  oath  which  will  unite  them 
together.  May  the  solemnity  of  that  great  day  be  the  signal 
of  the  conciliation  of  parties,  of  the  oblivion  of  resentments, 
and  of  the  establishment  of  public  peace  and  happiness.—- 
And  fear  not  that  this  holy  enthusiasm  will  hurry  us  beyond 
the  propet*  and  prescribed  limits  of  public  order.  Under  the 
protection  of  the  law,  the  standard  of  liberty  shall  never  be- 
come the  rallying  point  of  licentiousness  and  disorder.  Gen- 
tlemen, we  swear  to  you  to  respect  the  law  which  it  b  our 
duty  to  defend,^-we  swear,  by  our  honour  as  freemen  ;-^ 
and  Frenchmen  do  not  promise  in  vain." — The  address  of 
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Ls&yeite  t^  the  king  evinced  the  Mine  regfird  to  rojral,  ud 
netional  ri^^ts.  f*  Sire,"  said  he,  *'  in  the  coane  of  those 
memonible  events  which  have  restored  to  the  nation  its  im- 
prescriptible rights,  and  during  which  the  energj  of  the 
people,  and  the  virtues  of  their  king,  have  prodaced  such 
illustrious  examples  for  the  contemplation  of  the  world,  we 
loved  to  hail,  in  the  person  of  your  majesty,  the  most  illus- 
trious of  all  titles,— chief  of  the  French,  and  king  of  a  free, 
people.^ — ^Enjoy,  sire,  the  recompense  of  your  virtues,  and  let 
that  pure  homage,  which  despotism  could  not  command,  be 
Ihe  glory  and  reward  of  a  citizen-king.  You  have  desired 
that  we  should  possess  a  constitution  founded  on  liberty  and 
public  order.  All  your  wishes,  sire,  shall  be  accomplished ; 
liberty  we  have  secured,  and  our  zeal  is  the  guarantee  of 
public  order."  Lafayette  concluded  with  these  remarkable 
words :  "  The  national  guards  of  France  swear  to  your  ma- 
jesty, an  obedience  which  shall  know  no  other  limits  than 
those  of  the  law,  and  a  love  which  shall  only  terminate  with 
Iheir  existence."  The  reply  of  the  king  was  extremely  cir- 
cumspect and  affectionate ;  "  Repeat  to  your  fellow-citizens, 
that  it  would  have  been  my  desire  to  speak  to  them  all,  as  I 
now  speak  to  you.  Say  to  them,  that  their  king  is  their  fa- 
ther, their  brother,  their  friend,  that  he  cannot  be  contented 
without  their  prosperity,  great  wiiliout  their  glory,  rich  with- 
out their  property,  nor  unhappy  without  they  are  afflicted."* 
The  day  of  vast  and  universal  expectation  at  last  arrived. 
The  king,  the  court,  the  clergy,  the  national  assembly,  a  de- 
putation of  military  from  the  eighty-three  departments,  and 
a  body  of  people  amounting  to  above  four  hundred  thousand 
souls,  were  assembled  in  the  magnificent  amphitheatre  of  the 
Champ-de-Confederation.  The  king  had  been  appointed,  for 
that  day  only,  supreme  and  absolute  commander  of  all  the 
national  guards  in  France.  He  named  Lafayette  as  his  de- 
legate to  perform  the  functions ;  so  that  he  was  not  only 
commander-in-chief  of  the  national  guards  of  Paris,  but  high 

•  Toulooff.  p.  219,  22a— Mem.  Hist  p.  908,  S07. 
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ooMtable  of  all  the  armed  men  in  the  kingdom;  wfaich  W9m^ 
probably,  a  greater  nainber  than  had  erer  before  been  in  any 
kingdom  in  the  world.  At  thit  time  he  occopied  a  most  im« 
portant  station  indeed ;  the  eyes  of  the  whole  world  were 
filed  upon  him;  Having  the  military  command  over  ais 
millions  of  men,  and  holding  in  his  hands  the  power  of  the 
monarchy,  a  boundless  influence,  and  a  deroted  army  might 
have  carried  him  soccessfally  to  the  highest  grade  of  power. 
In  a  word,  on  him  reposed  the  destinies  of  France.  This 
was  the  crisis  of  his  reputation ;  and  from  his  course  at  that 
time,  his  friends  and  enemies  imbibed  their  opinions  of  his 
.character.  There  was  but  one  course  for  Lafayette  to  pur- 
sue, and  that  was  the  support  of  liberty,  of  constitutional  mo« 
narchy,  and  of  public  tranquillity ;  and  he  always  held,  as  it 
were,  a  magnanimous  neutrality  between  the  different  par* 
ties,  when  their  projects  went  beyond  the  laws  of  justice  and 
moderation.  After  mass  was  celebrated  by  M.  de  Talleyrand, 
then  bishop  of  Autun,  M.  de  Lafayette  dismounted  from  his 
white  charger,  and  approached  the  king  to  receive  his  orders, 
who  delivered  to  him  the  form  of  the  oath  prescribed  for  the 
national  troops.  "  Is  it  not  Tacitus  who  remarks,"  says  a 
writer  of  that  period,  "  speaking  of  Agricola,  that  nothing 
heightens  the  brilliancy  of  a  throne  more  than  to  see  bend- 
ing before  it,  the  person  of  a  man  who  possesses  a  bold  and 
noble  soul,  and  whb,  although  yet  in  his  youth,  can  boast  of 
many  triumphs  Y'  M.  de  Lafayette,  as  the  representative  of 
the  nation,  took  the  oath  first,  at  the  altar  which  had  been 
erected  in  the  midst  of  the  arena.  When  he  left  the  foot  of 
the  throne,  where  he  had  for  some  time  stood,  and  moved 
toward  the  altar,  the  trumpets  began  to  sound,  and  while  he 
ascended  its  steps,  a  vast  band  of  martial  music  continued  to 
play.  Every  eye  of  the  immense  mass  was  turned  on  him ; 
every  hand  was  raised  to  join  in  the  oath  he  uttered.  It  was, 
no  doubt,  one  of  the  most  magnificent  and  solemn  ceremonies 
the  world  ever  saw ;  and,  perhaps,  no  man  ever  enjoyed  the 
sincere  confidence  of  an  entire  people  more  completely  than 
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Ldiiijtftte  did|  M  he  that  boro  the  moit  uDpw 
estfuordtMUrj  aolemaities. — ^la  the  view  of  the  multitude  who 
fiHed  the  tnuneMe  ciccue  aroufid,  he  kid  the  peint  of  his 
swofd  upon  the  biUe  which  was  on  Ibe  table  of  the  altar, 
and  raising  his  hand  toward  heayetti  the  musip  ceased;  a 
univecsal  stillness  ensued ;  and  he  pronouaced  the  oath : 
**  We  swear  to  be  for  ever  faithful  to  the  nation,  to  the  law, 
and  to  the  king ;  to  maintain,  to  the  utmost  of  our  power, 
the  tonstitution  decreed  by  the  national  assemUj,  aoid  ac- 
cepted by  the  king."  The  conclusion  of  HA^  ceremony  was 
anoonnced  by  the  discharge  of  artillery ,  the  reiterated  shouts 
of  Five  Uroit  vive  la  nation  I  the  clanging  of  arms,  and  the 
flourishes  of  warlike  instruments ;— -and  the  iAimense  mul« 
titude,  who  witnessed  the  oath,  united  in  it  with  loud  and 
long  acclamations. — Similar  oaths  were  then  taken  by  the 
president  of  the  national  assembly*  and  tfie  king.* 

Lafayette  was,  on  this  day,  the  grand  object  of  popular 
affection;  he  inspired  the  national  guards  with  an  exalted 
devotion.  The  oath,  and  the  man  who  pronounced  it,  ex- 
cited  a  strong  feeling  of  coufidence.  The  spectators  felt  an 
intoxication  of  delight :  the  king  and  liberty  seemed  to  them, 
at  that  time,  completely  united.  For  Lafayette,  it  was  an 
epoch  pregnant  with  difficulties.  The  part  he  played  caused 
him  to  be  closely  watched  by  all  parties ;  but  his  conduct 
removed  all  cause  for  uneasiness,  and  preserved  to  him  his 
high  rank  and  consideration.  The  throne  feared  him ;  and 
he  had  been  useful  to  the  tlu'one ;  but  confidence  could  ne- 
ver be  established  between  him  and  the  king ;  and  mutual 
advantages  were  lost,  because  they  never  dared  to  assist  each 
other.-**But,  if  the  political  opinion  of  Lafayette  had  been 
different,  his  power  would  have  fallen  to  the  ground  if  he 
bad  ventured  to  oppose  the  feeling  of  the  day.  Ideas,  not 
individuals,  were  then  all-powerful.  A  limited  monarchy 
has  always  been  the  true  wish  of  France,  but,  as  madam 

•  StaeL  Consid.  Rev.  i.  37S— Hist  French  Aer.  i.  194— Moore's  View* 
IL  93-^.^TouloDg.  Hist.  i.  22S,3, 4— Mem.  Hist  19S.  203,  S07.— North 
American  Revievr ,  No.  jIyI  p.  ISl,  2. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


r 


De  Staei  baa  well  observied,  ttie  last  movemenl  of  a  tral/ 
natiooal  eathusiasm  was  displayed  at  this  federation  of  1 790. 
The  Jacdfaimwere  constaatly  gainLog  power,  and  the  revo- 
lution was  falling  more  and  more  into  the  hands  of  the  popu- 
lace Ifotwithstanding  the  good  intentions  of  manj  whp 
took  ^e  oath,  the  ceremony  has  been  considered  as  the  gran4- 
est  and  mos^t  extensive  act  of  peijary  that  heaven  and  eartti 
iiave  ever  witnessed.  But  Lafayette  himself,  under  all  cir- 
cumstances, remained  strictly  faithful  to  his  oaths ;  and  now 
defended  the  freedom  of  the  king»  as  sincerely  as  he  had 
tever  defended  the  freedom  of  the  people.  Every  subsequent 
«£t  proved  his  sincerity :  everyday  his  situation  became  more 
daogerous.  He  might  have  taken  great  power  to  himself, 
and  so  have  been  safe.  He  might  have  received  the  swo]^ 
of  constable  of  France,  which  was  once  worn  by  the  Mont- 
tnorencies,  but  be  declined  it :  or  he  might  have  been  gaoer- 
ttUssimaof  the  national  guards,  who  owed  their  existence  to 
him,  but  be  thought  it  more  for  the  safety  of  the  state  that 
no  such  power  should  exist.* 

Previous. to  the  confederation,  ttie  duke  of  Orleans  desir* 
ed  leave  to  return  and  assist  at  this  august  ceremony,  adding, 
that  if  the  assembly  should  not  think  it  necessary  to  deUber-' 
ate  on  the  subject,  he  should  consider  that  as  a  permisaioii 
for  bis  return.  The  assembly  immediately  cast  their  eyes 
toward  Lafayette,  who  ascended  the  tribune  and  exj^lained 
bis  motives  for  having  advised  the  departure  of  the  duke.F^ 
The  reasons,  he  added,  in  his  opinion,  did  still  exist,  thougli  . 
he  saw  nothing  to  make  him  apprehensive,  at  present,  for  the 
public  safety.  The  assembly  then  passed  to  the  order  at 
the  day,  which  was  construed  into  a  permission,  for  his  re- 
turning to  Paris,  where  he  accordingly  arrived  on  the  elev- 
enth of  I  July,  and  after  first  renewing  his  civic  oath  in  the' 
fiational  assembly,  assisted  personally  at  the  confederation^t 

*  North  American  Reriew,  No.  xkL  p.  161 — Consid.  French  ReV. 
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Three  dajs  lifter  the  federiBition,  Lafayette  receired  a 
most  flattering  and  affectionate  address  from  the  natioiuil 
gaards  of  France,  signed  by  more  than  twelve  htindred  com- 
mandants,  captains,  oiBcen,  and  privates,  belonging  to  aH 
departments  of  the  kingdom.  "  The  more,"  observed  these 
deputies  of  four  millions  of  soldiers,  "  you  perform  for  the 
public  benefit,  the  less  you  desire  to  receive  rewards ;  yoo 
have  refused  the  homage  about  to  be  offered  from  the  grate* 
ftil  hearts  of  your  fellow-cithsens ;  you  endeavour  to  escape 
from  our  zeal  and  our  eulogiums ;  and  you  have  afibrded 
the  striking  example,  that  a  truly  great  man  can  never  be- 
lieve that  he  has  performed  enough  for  his  country. — ^The 
deputies  of  the  national  guard  of  France,  retire  under  the 
fear  that  they  will  be  unable  to  appoint  you  their  chief; 
Ibey  respect  the  constitutional  law  which  arrests  the  impulse 
of  their  hearts ;  and  the  fact  that  you  yourself  originated 
Diat  law — ^that  you  yourself  prescribed  limits  to  the  expre9* 
tion  of  our  gratitude— -ought  for  ever  to  cover  you  with  ^ory. 
But  if  you  cannot  be  our  chief,  you  will  ever  be  our  friend, 
our  guide,  and  our  model :  accustomed  to  behold  in  you,  one 
of  those  heroes  who  have  principally  contributed  to  the  suc- 
cess of  the  revolution^  we  will  never  forget  the  great  exam- 
ple which  you  have  shown  us ;  and,  should  it  be  possible 
that,  at  a  future  day,  any  attempt  shall  be  made  to  abuse  our 
love  of  liberty, — should  it  be  possible  that  that  love,  so  pure 
in  its  principle,  shall  give  any  hopes  to  the  partisans  of  dis- 
order,— be  firm  and  encouraged :  millions  of  men  are  armed 
for  the  defence  of  the  constitution ;  millions  of  men  to  par- 
take in  your  dangers. — As  representative  of  the  nation,  be, 
air,  always  near  the  l^slative  assembly,  as  the  pledge  of 
our  zeal  in  the  execution  of  its  decrees."* 

It  is  a  pleasing  part  of  the  duty  of  the  biographer,  to  re- 
cord the  numerous  examples,  which  shed  so  much  histre  od 
the  pure  and  disinterested  principles  of  Lafayette.  That 
truly  great  man  steadily  resisted  the  entreaties  of  the  munF 
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tipftUtjr  of  Paris,  wfaidi  required  him  to  accept  fbe  compeii- 
Mttion  legally  granted  to  htm  as  the  commander  of  the  national' 
guard.  In  September,  1 790«  the  president  of  the  Commmie, 
at  length  addressed  a  letter  to  Lafayette,  in  whic^  he  de- 
clared and  reiterated  in  the  most  positive  manner,  that  it  was 
the  intention  of  the  assembly  no  longer  to  peiinit  him  to  re- 
fuse the  indemnity  which  was  legally  and  onaroidabiy  his 
due,  for  the  immense  expenditures  which  he  had  been  obli* 
ged  to  make  in  die  eminent  situation  which  the  public  voice 
had  entrusted  to  him : — ^that  the  assembly  requested,  and  (at 
authoritative  expressions  on  their  part  could  not  be  disagree* 
aMe  to  him  who  had  uniformly  supported  their  authority,)  it 
understood,  that  he  would  receive  tbe  necessary  indemnities^ 
**  You  may  be  generous^"  it  concluded,  "  but  the  city  of  Paris 
cannot  possibly  be  ungrateful:  You  have  created  its  fidici^ 
«-4t  cannot  involve  you  in  ruin."-~-To  this  letter,  general 
La&yette  made  the  following  reply : 

Gentlemen, 

Permit  me,  while  I  positively  declare  that  I  have  received 
nothing,  either  directly  or  indirectly,  from  the  municipality 
nor  the  executive,  to  add,  that  I  receive  a  sweet  and  suffi- 
cient compensation  for  the  trouble  occasioned  by  fulfilling 
the  duties  of  the  distinguished  situation  to  which  I  have  been 
called  by  the  voice  of  the  people,  in  the  kind  and  flattering 
professions  with  which  you  have  ever  deigned  to  honour  me. 
I  do  not  affect  a  false  generosity,  in  persisting  in  my  refusal : 
I  would  be  disposed,  not  only  to  accept,  but  to  demand,  to 
solicit,  from  the  people,  in  whose  cause  I  have  devoted  my 
fortune  and  my  life,  indemnity  for  my  expenditures,  if  my 
fortune  did  not  raise  me  above  want. — Bwcu  conndtrahh^ 
it  has  sufficed  for  two  revolutions  /  and  if  a  third  should  OC' 
cur,  for  the  benejit  of  the  people,  it  shall  belong  whollif  to  it. 

LAFATaTTX. 

deputation  was  then  appointed  to  wait  on  the  commas* 
der»iiH:hief :  be  remained  firm,  but  Mspectful  in  his  refusal. 
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Kb  lecond  repljr  oontaiiit  tentkiieDto  eimobluig  to  liinHBi 
nature.  **  I  will  observe,  gentlemen/'  said  he,  **  tiiat  in  thit 
BKMtteot  of  troables,  it  is  difficult  to  regulate  the  expcndituro 
oftfaecoaimander4&<hief.  If  my  personal  siiaatioa  required 
pecuniary  aid,  I  wonld  have  demanded  it :  smd  I  beg  yoa  to 
bdieve,  that  i  do  not  attach  more  importance  to  refusing, 
<faan  to  accepting  it  But,  at  a  time  when  so  many  citizens 
are  in  want,  and  so  many  expenses  are  necessary,  it  is  repugn 
nant  to  my  feelings  uselessly  to  increase  them.  My  fiortuno 
is  suAcieot  for  die  rank  I  hold.-*->Ailer  this  declaratioo,  gen* 
tiemen,  I  confine  myself  simply  to  the  request,  that  the  one 
hundred  thousand  Uvres  added  ibr  the  current  y^r,  to  the 
to^y  thousand  crowns,  may  contribute  to  the  comfort  and 
nelief  of  those  who  have  most  severely  suffered  for  their 
country."  In  the  same  communication,  he  declared  that  the 
compensation  of  the  commander-in-chief,  fixed  at  one  buuf 
dred  and  twenty  thousand  livres,  was  excessive,  and  ou^t  to 
be  diminished.* 

The  society  of  Jacobins,  one  of  the  most  powerful  engines 
recurred  to  during  the  French  revolution,  was  now  beginning 
to  dictate  laws  to  the  assembly  itself.  "  From  the  moment," 
says  madam^  De  Stael» "  that  we  admit  into  a  government, 
a  power  that  is  not  legal,  it  invariably  ends  by  becoming  the 
strongest."  The  Jacobin  clubs,  (for  there  were  no  less  than 
twenty  thousand  affiliated  clubs  in  France,)  were  organised 
as  a  government  more  than  the  government  itself :  they  pass- 
ed decrees ;  they  were  connected  by  correspondence  in  the 
provinces,  with  other  clubs  not  less  powerfiil;  and,  finally, 
they  could  be  considered  only  as  a  mine,  always  ready  to 
blow  up  existing  institutions,  when  opportunities  slK>ald  offer* 
But  its  incendiary  motions  and  outrageous  proceedings,  and 
the  equivocal  characters  of  many  of  the  ruling  members,  had 
cast  an  indelible  stain  on  a  society  which,  after  efficaciously 
and  usefully  counterbalancing  the  inihence  of  the  court,  was 
now  likely,-  at  no  distant  period,  to  endanger  the  fabtfc  of 
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MtioDal  liberty.  )L  de  la&yeiit  and  his  paitiztiM  would 
nott  therefore,  consent  to  go  to  a  chib,  whose  leaden  scarcdy 
concealed  their  wishes  to  dethroae  the  king,  and  either  no- 
minate a  new  dynasty  to  the  throne^  or  erect  a  republic  on 
its  ruins.  To  balance  the  influence  of  the  'Jacobin  club, 
they  instituted  a  rival  society  under  the  name  of  die  "  club 
of  1789/'  in  which  the  nriends  of  order  and  liberty  were  ex- 
pected to  meet  The  principal  leaders  of  this  club,  on  its 
establishment,  were  Lafayette,  Talleyrand,  the  dukes  de 
Rouchefbucault,  and  Liancourt,  the  two  Lame&s ;  and  many 
other  celebrated  orators,  patriots,  and  politicians.  When 
they  became  more  numerousv  they  were  better  known  by  the 
title  of  Feuilianf^  (rom  the  convent  of  that  name,  in  which 
they  assembled.  Their  former  associates,  the  Jacobins,  per* 
ceivtngthem  to  be  formidable,  a&ctedto  wish  for  a  reunion, 
and  accordingly  sent  a  deputation  for  that  purpose;  but  the 
Feuillans  decidedly  rejected  the  proposition;  a  circumstance 
which  their  rivals  well  knew  how  to  turn  to  their  advantage* 
and  soon  found  means  not  only  to  render  them  suspected  by 
the  people,^  but  even,  at  length,  to  annihilate  them  as  a  deli- 
berative  body.  These  two  formidable  societies  evinced  a 
rooted  hatred  to  each  other.  The  friends  of  order  and  of  the 
constitution,  were  unable  to  resist  the  intolerant  spirit  which 
toon  involved  France  in  blood  and  calamity;  and  when,  at 
hsty  the  monarchy  was  dissolved,  the  blood  of  the  advocates 
of  liberty  flowed  on  the  same  scaffold  that  bad  received  the 
victims  of  aristocracy ;  and  the  founders  of  the  republic  be- 
gan to  proscribe  each  other  with  an  envenomed  raooour^ 
that  admitted  neither  of  compromiae  nor  of  mercy.  La&yette 
himself  became  the  victim  of  Jacobinical  fiury,  and  of  the  free, 
and  rational  principles,  which  caused,  him  steadily  to  oppose 
the  growing  power  of  the  Jacobin  society.* 
.  In  the  beginning  of  the  year  1791,  the  spirit  of  seditioa 
seemed  to  augmesit  every  moment,  and  wouU  no  doubt  have 
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produced  rerj  dfeadfol  effscts,  had  it  not  been  for  the  stea^ 
conduct  of  Liafayette,  and  the  national  guards  acting  under 
hiB  orders.  It  is  impossible  to  unfold  the  motives  of  every 
insurrection  which  occurred  during  the  revolution.  Some, 
which  were  V^un  in  consequence  of  premeditated  plans, 
&iled,  from  the  error  or  weakness  of  the  conductors :  some 
arose  from  mere  accident,  independent  of  any  regular  scheme, 
and  became  formidable  from  being  considered  as  the  result 
of  profound  design  and  extensive  conspiracy.  On  the  twenty- 
eighth  of  February,  1791,  the  jealousy  and  dissatis&ction  of 
tlie  .public  were  unfortunately  increased  by  a  rumour  which 
prevailed,  that  the  castle  of  Yincennes  was  intended  to  re- 
place  the  Bastile.  It  is  uncertain  whether  this  idea  origi- 
nated  with  the  rabble,  or  was  suggested  by  men  who  had 
some  view  in  it,  which  afterwards  failed  :  but,  on  the  day 
mentioned  a  large  body  of  men  set  out  from  the  Fauxbourg 
St.  Antoine,  with  the  avowed  intention  of  destroying  the 
castle  of  Yincennes.  This  mob  was  led  by  Santerre,  a 
brewer  of  that  suburb,  who  bad  endeavoured  to  supplant 
Lafayette  in  the  good  graces  of  the  people :  indeed,  being  a 
coarse,  rough,  man,  he  seemed  more  fit  ibr  the  confidence 
of  men,  whose  professed  aim  it  was  to  level  all  distinctions, 
and  who,  therefore,  required  a  commander  who  was  hearty 
in  the  cause  of  anarchy.  Santerre  commanded  a  division  of 
the  national  guard,  and  the  riot  of  Yincennes  served  to  show 
the  two  parties  in  their  proper  colours.  Lafayette,  the  su- 
perior  officer,  opposed  himself  to  the  demolition,  and  Santerre 
opposed  himself  to  Lafayette.  A  detachment  of  national 
guards  which  had  been  immediately  sent  to  the  spot,  and 
drawn  up  for  tbe  protection  of  the  castle,  became,  from  their 
artful  remonstrances  and  entreaties,  more  disposed  to  assist 
than  to  repel  the  rioters.  Lafayette,  having  heard  that  the 
work  of  destruction  was' begun,  and  the  troops  passive,  re- 
paired in  person  to  Yincennes,  expostulated  with  the  soldiers, 
and  brought  them  to  a  sense  of  their  duty.  He  then  ordered 
fhem  to  attack  the  rabble  without  firing  on  thenu  Sixty  wera 
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seixed,  and  the  rest  dispersed  Many  of  die  latter  hastily 
repaired  to  the  Fauxbourg  St  Antoine,  exciting  the  populace 
to  rescue  the  prisoners.  Lafayette,  being  told  that  it  would 
be  dangefous  to  march  through  that  quarter  of  Paris,  as  the 
people  were  in  insurrection,  placed  the  prisoaers  in  the  imd« 
die,  some  field-pieces  in  front,  and  marched  his  troops, 
(with  some  municipal  officers  at  the  head  of  the  column,) 
directly  through  the  Fauxbonrg  St.  Antoine  to  the  Hotel-de* 
Ville  ;  and,  while  the  mob  insulted  his  troops  with  their  ex- 
clamations, and  even  wounded  one  of  his  aids-de^camp,  and 
some  of  the  soldiers,  by  throwing  stones,  he  lodged  the  prison- 
ers in  the  Conciergerie,  without  farther  bloodshed.** 

Lafayette  having  thus  decisively  quelled  the  insurrection 
of  thfe  populace,  found,  on  his  return  to  Paris,  that  it  was  a 
necessary  duty  to  oppose  himself  to  the  indiscreet  friends 
of  the  king,  who  had  created  a  great  disturbance  at  the  Tu« 
ilieries  during  his  absence.  He  found  that  the  apartments 
were  filled  with  several  hundred  armed  men,  who  had  been 
admitted  at  a  private  door,  by  the  first  gentleman  of  the 
king's  bed-chamber,  and  unknown  to  the  national  guards  on 
doty  at  the  palace.  They  declared  that,  fearing  for  the  royal 
safety,  they  had  assembled  for  the  defence  of  the  king ;  but 
the  latter  rebuked  their  indiscreet  zeal ;  and,  to  satisfy  the 
aational  guard,  who  were  peculiarly  irritated  at  dietr  inter- 
ference>  be  ordered  that  the  intruders  should  be  disarmed 
and  dismissed.  If  this  ceremony  was  performed  a  little 
roughly  by  the  national  guards,  to  the  great  displeasure  of 
■mny  who  thought  such  treatment  an  ungrateful  return  for 
the  zeal  they  had  manifested,  it  must  be  ascribed  to  the  jeal- 
ous feelingi  which  they  had  created.  Lafayette  himself  did 
not  arrive  at  tiie  palace  until  after  die  order  for  disarming 
the  intruders  was  issued ;  but  he  was  exposed  to  the  angiy 
personal  attacks  directed  against  him  by  the  suffering  party. 
A  part  of  the  day  had  been  employed  in  quelling  flie  designs 

•  Moore's  View,  ii.  126,0, 7.— B&t  Jaeob.  i  STO,  S^Hiit  Freneb 
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of  tbekiogVeDeinies,  and  it  was  now  as  necessary  tooppca^ 
the  king's  friends.  He  found  himself  engaged  ia  a  quarrel  • 
with  those  of  his  own  rank ;  and,  before  the  eyes  of  his  na^ 
tional  guard,  it  was  necessary  to  show,  and  even  to  afiect,  a 
.rigour  and  severity  which  might  attach  no  doubt  to  hie  con- 
duct and  opinions.  This  assemblage  in  the  king's  apartments,^ 
was  variously  stated  to  have  been  connected  with  external 
plans,  of  which  Lafayette  alone  was  ignorant,  or,  more  prob-> 
ably,  to  have  derived  its  source  from  the  anxiety  of  some 
individuals  for  the  king's  safety.* 

The  singular  occurrences  of  the  twenty^ightb  of  Febru- 
ary created  general  distrust,  and  when  the  king  signified  his 
intention  of  passing  the  Easter  holidays  at  St.  Cloud,  the 
populace  considered  it  as  foreboding  the  flight  of  the  king, 
and  a  counter*r^yolution.  The  king,  however,  persisted  ia 
Uis  design,  and  on  the  eighteenth  of  April  went  into  his  coach,. 
aceoinpanjied  by  the  queen,  the  dauphin,  and  the  princesa 
Elizabeth.  The  populace  immediately  surrounded  the  Gar« 
riage,  and  clamorously  insisted  on  their  majesties'  return ; 
but  as  they  were  surrounded  by  numerous  detachments  of 
the  nalioiial  guards,  the  king  ordered  the  postillions  to  drive 
on:  instoadiof  keeping  oflf  the  crowd,  the  guards  closed  Be-w 
fore  the  horses,  threatened  the  postillions  if  they  should  dar^ 
Vx  procee4  %Rd  swore  they  would  not  permit  the  royal  fit- 
mily  to  leave  Paris,  The  king's .  domestic  servants,  and 
other  officers  of  bis  housdiold^  were  mal-treated,  and  the 
tfkost  insulting  and  abusive  expressions  were  directed  against 
the  queeD»  Bailly,  the  mayor,  hastened  to  the  Tuilleries  to- 
suppress  the  disorder  ;-^— bat  he  was  not  Ust^ied  to.  La* 
iayette  ordered  the  national  guards  to  opeo  to  therigl^and 
left,. to  clear  away  the  multitude,,  and  allow  the  kii^'t  coach 
to  pass.  He  was  not  obeyed.  In  vain  did  they  oppose  thi& 
frenzy.  A  set  of  orators,  better  adapted  to  tha  ears  of 
^e  commpn  people  eicclaimed,  "  If  the  king  escapes,  tber^ 
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will  be  a  ciTil  war;;  and  the  streets  of  Paris  will  be  delogei 
with  the  blood  of  the  citizens."  The  natiooal  guard  refused 
io  act :  "  We  know,"  said  the  grenadiers,  '^that  we  are  vio^ 
'  lating  the  law ;  but  the  safety  of  the  country  is  the  first  of 
laws." — In  short,  the  king  and  royal  family,  after  having 
been  nearly  two  hours  in  the  coach,  exposed  to  the  insults 
and  derision  of  the  multitude  and  of  tl^  mutinous  soldiery,, 
were  under  the  necessity  of  getting  out  of  the  carriage  and 
walking  to  the  palace,  amidst  the  groans,  hootings,  and  hissea 
of  the  multitude.  Lafayette  had  arrived,  at  the  first  suggest 
tion  of  danger.  "  If,"  said  he  to  the  king,  "  this  be  a  matter 
of  conscience  with  your  majesty,  we  will,  if  it  be  necessary 
die  to  maintain  it ;"  and  he  offered  immediately  to  open  a 
passage  by  force ;  but  the  king  declined  a  resort  to  arms.* 

The  writers  of  all  parties  have  done  justice  to  the  spirit 
and  propriety  which  distinguished  the  conduct  of  Lafayette 
Qn  this  occasion.  Disgusted  at  the  shameful  scene  on  th^ 
eighteenth,  he  sent  in  his  resignation,  observing,  that  since 
the  national  guards  would  no  longer  obey,  he  must  cease  to 
retain  a  command  which  was  merely  nominal.  This  event 
was  no  sooner  known  than  all  Paris  was  seized  with  a  gene* 
lal  consternation;  nor  coald  all  the  machinations  of  Lafiy-» 
ette's  enemies  prevent  their  soliciting,  in  a  body,  and  under 
circumstances  the  most  respectful  to  him,  that  he  would  re- 
assume  the  conunand.  It  then  appeared  how  much  be  was 
beloved  by  the  troops  which  he  commanded.  AU  the  bat> 
talions  assembled,  and  appomted  deputations  to  the  geiiefal» 
expressing  sarrow  for  their  past  conduct^  and  promising  im- 
plicit obedience  to  his  orders  in  future.  They  also  sent  i%* 
putations  to  the  manicipality  and  to  the  d^artment  entreat- 
ing them  to  join  in  solidting  the  general  to  resume  the  oqoh 
mand-*>«The  hotel  of  Lafayette  was  fiUed  with  these  different 
deputations^  from  the  time  that  he  had  given  in  bis  resi^ 
pation,  untir  the  following  morning  at  five  o'elodc.    Th» 

•  Toolonr.  Hist  i.  CIO«^— Hist  Fraw^  B^.  i  f«l^— North 
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street  in  which  his  house  stood,' was  crowded  with  ffae  troops, 
all  waiting  with  impatience  for  the  news  of  his  having  yield- 
ed to  their  entreaties ;  but,  finding  that  he  still  refused,  they 
went  in  crowds  to  the  Hotel-de*Ville,  and  be^ed  of  the  mu- 
nicipality to  use  their  influence  with  the  general.  The  mu- 
nicipality, perceiving  that  citizens  of  all  the  sections  joined 
in  this  request  of  the  national  guards,  declared  that  thejr 
would  become  responsible  for  the  future  obedience  of  the 
battalions,  and  entreated  the  general  to  yield  to  the  wishes 
of  his  fellow-citizens. — ^Lafayette  expressed  a  proper  sense 
of  the  honour  conferred  on  him  ;  adding,  that  he  would  not 
presume  to  give  an  immediate  answer,  but  would,  the  follow- 
ing day,  attend  the  municipality^  at  the  Hotel-de-Vilie,  and 
then  deliver  to  them  his  sentiments.  Accordingly^  he  ap- 
peared in  the  common  hall  at  ten  o'clock,  where  he  found 
all  the  representatives  of  the  common  council,  with  deputies 
from  all  the  battalions  of  national  guards,  assembled,  and 
pronounced  a  discourse  equally  distinguished  for  modesty 
and  good  sense.  He  placed  in  a  strong  point  of  view,  the 
horror  which  every  enlightened  citizen  must  have  felt,  at  be- 
holding those  whose  duty  it  was  to  support  the  laws,  oppose 
their  execution.  He  added,  that  if  the  capital,  which  was 
the  cradle  of  the  revolution,  instead  of  respecting  and  obey- 
ing the  executive  powers,  should  besiege  them  witii  tumults, 
and  fatigue  them  with  insults,  it  would,  from  being  the  ho- 
noured txampU,  become  tiie  terror,  of  the  French  nation ; 
and  that,  in  the  marks  of  regard  with  which  his  fellow-citi- 
zens had  honoured  him,  too  much  attention  had  been  paid  to 
an  individual,  but  not  enough  to  the  laws :  "  In  the  afiecting 
marks  of  attachment,"  said  he,  "  that  I  have  received,  too 
much  regard  is  shown  to  me,  and  too  littie  to  the  lawa.  I  am 
feelingly  convinced  that  iny  comrades  love  me ;  but  I  am 
still  to  learn,  how  far  they  are  attached  to  those  principles  on 
which  liberty  is  founded." — ^And  he  concluded  by  refusing  to 
reauree  the  command. 
When  the  refusal,  and  the  observations,  of  the  genera|» 
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became  known*  it  was  resolved  ttiat  each  battalion  riioald 
aMemble  the  following  da  j,  and  make  a  declaration  of  their 
sentiments  on  the  subject  pointed  out  in  hk  discourse.  This 
was  accordingly  done  by  all  the  diiferent  regiments ;  and,  in 
their  declarations,  instead  of  expressing  attachment  to  their 
general,  and  wishes  that  he  should  resume  the  command, 
they  spoke  solely  of  their  submission  to  the  law,  their  zeal 
*for  the  constitution,  and  their  resolution  to  obey  the  com*^ 
mander*tn-chief,  without  once  mentioning  Uie  name  of  La- 
fayette.—The  municipality,  having  verified  the  declarations 
of  the  troops,  decreed,  that  the  mayor,  at  the  head  of  a  de« 
putation  of  eight  members  of  the  common  council,  should 
wait  on  the  general,  and  represent  to  him,  that  it  would  en- 
danger  the  state  if  he  persisted  in  his  first  resolution,  and 
that  the  greatest  proof  of  patriotism  he  could  give,  would  be 
to  resume  the  command. — It  was  impossible  longer  to  resist 
Lafayette  returned  thanks  to  the  mayor  and  the  deputation 
in  becoming  terms :  and  the  day  following,  having  resumed 
the  command,  he  expressed  his  sense  of  the  honour  done 
hi^  by  die  various  corps;  and,  being  then  on  the  parade  be- 
fore  the  Hotel-de-Ville,  he  proposed,  that  they  should  go  in 
a  body  to  the  king,  taking  with  them  all  tiietr  comrades 
whom  they  might  meet,  and  express  their  sorrow  and  re- 
pentance for  what  was  past,  and  renew  to  his  majesty,  their 
declaration  of  allegiance.  This  proposal  was  directly  adopt* 
ed :  Lafayette  conducted  Ifaem  to  the  Tuifteries ;  addressed 
the  king,  in  the  name  of  all  the  national  guards,  in  the  terms 
which  had  been  agreed  on ;  received  a  gracious  reception 
and  answer  from  the  monarch,  and,  as  soon  as  tins  waa 
known,  the  troops  expressed  their  satisfaction  by  repeated 
exclamations  of  V  Vive  le  Roi !  Vive  le  Restaurateor  de  la 
LibeHe  Francaise  I  Vive  le  Petit*Fils  de  Henri  IV  r*« 

This  return  of  the  national  gufl^s  to  a  sense  of  their  datf» 
was  hi^ly  provoking  to  a  set  of  men  who,  unhappily  for 
France,  were  at  this  time  concentrated  in  tiie  capital,  and 
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who  were  continuiAly  endeaToaring  to  creatavdkeoid  iimI 
GoufusioQ.  The  instrumenlality  of  Lafajette  in  eflfeoting  this 
object,  iocreased  the  odium  in  whkh  he  was  held  by  the 
fomentere  of  auarchy ;  and  his  agencj  in  the  disaiisBion  of 
fourteen  soldiers  of  the  national  guaid,  who  had  been  par* 
ticularly  active  in  promoting  the  mutiny  of  the  eighteeaHi^ 
pve  a  fresh  and  violent  impulse  to  their  enmity.  The  dis* 
carded  soldiers  were  feasted,  and  tseated  as  persecuted  pa*' 
triots ;  while  Lafayette  was  accused  as  an  enemy  of  Ubertj 
and  of  being  bought  by  the  court.  fUnissaries  were  also  emi> 
ployed  to  blacken  his  character  and  nusrepresent  bis  con* 
duct,  among  the  groups  of  idlers  in  the  places  of  pub&c  re^ 
sort.  PbK:ards  were  posted  up,  and  pamphlets  published 
against  him.  At  the  Cordeliers,  some  men  were  heard  to 
declare,  that  it  would  be  meritorious  to  assassinate  him:  and, 
at  the  Fraternal  Society,  a  woman,  fired  by  the  eloquence 
of  these  orators,  and  intoxicated  with  the  spirit  of  patriotism^ 
oalied  him,  among  other  bad  names,  a  second  Sisera,  and 
swore  that  she  would  take  the  earliest  opportunity  of  enter* 
ing  his  house,  and  driving  a  nail  into  bis  temples  while  he 
was  asleep.* 

The  capital  was  now  kept  in  a  continnsd  stale  of  a^tatios 
by  the  daring  and  unprincipled  men,  who  had  the  direetiov 
of  the  numerous  incendiary  societies ;  until  at  length,  the 
unhappy  monarch,  being  in  dread  of  the  utmost  viotence 
from  the  increasifig  rancour  of  his  enemies,  resolved  to  en* 
deavoor  to  escape  with  his  &mily.  out  of  the  kingdom,  or,  at 
bast,  to  a  garrisoned  town  on  flie  frontiers.  On  the  night 
of  the  twentieth  of  June,  1 79  U  the  royal  family  left  the  p«^ 
lace  in  di^ise,  by  a  private  issue  which  communieated  with 
the  Carousel,  crossed  the  Pont  Royal,  and,,  on  the  Qiiai  dea 
Theatins^  found  the  carriages  which  were  waiting  for  them. 
At  Chaloes,  the  king  was  recogniaed  by  the  postnmaster,  who, 
heinff  a  roya&t,  did  not  betray  him ;  but  at  St  Menehoidd». 
4»e  decisiveblow  was  struck.    He  was  ttieiefiiHy  knowi  by 
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Drooet  a  frantic  revolutionist,  who  instantlj  determined  to 
prevent  bis  escape :  he»  however,  allowed  him  to  proceed 
to  the  next  post,  hot  despatched  a  courier,  with  the  intelli- 
gence, to  Varennesi  Here  the  unhappy  prince  was  arrested, 
«ad  conducM,  amid  the  most  excessive  insult  and  torments, 
back  to  his  capital. 

The  greatest  agitation  followed  the  flight  of  the  king,  and 
when  this  unexpected  news  was  communicated  to  the  as* 
•embly,  Lafayette  was  accused  as  the  author  of  the  plot; 
But  he  was  defended  by  Bamave;  and  the  assembly  deputed 
aix  commissaries,  with  orden  to  rescue  him  from  the  hands 
of Ihe  mob,  who  threatened  him  with  death.  Lafayette  was 
not  a  participator  in  that  ilNjudged  event ;  nor,  to  such  a 
man,  were  the  powers  of  six  commissaries  at  all  necessary. 
But  it  cannot  be  deqied  that  the  general  was  placed  in  a 
most  critical  situation,  and  that  it  required  all  his  popularity 
to  preserve  his  life.  The  king  not  having  entrusted  any  one 
with  his  secret,  no  one  felt  himself  called  upon  to  defend  him, 
and  the  cote-^roit  of  the  assembly,  doubly  injured  by  not 
having  been  informed  of  the  plan,  and  by  being  left  exposed 
to  danger,  openly  complained  of  the  monarch  :  thus  all  par* 
ties  endeavoured  to  excite  the  spirit  of  the  people,  who,  not 
knowing  whom  to  blame,  naturally  directed  their  violence 
against  the  mayor  and  comnrander*in-chief,  as  negligent  or 
faithless  guardians  of  the  public  peace.  Lafayette  was 
placed  in  imminent  peril :  the  fury  of  thepopulace  against  him 
was  extreme,  and  nothing  but  the  long  and  solid  confidence 
which  tiiey  had  reposed  in  him,  could  have  averted  the  first 
transports  6f  their  rage. — ^The  king  left  the  palace  about 
midnight ;  but  Lafayette  was  ignorant  gf  his  departure  until 
six  o'clock  in  the  morning.  He  immediately  wrote  to  a  few 
friends  whom  he  requested  to  meet  at  the  Hbtel-de-la-Roche- 
feucalt,  and  then  repaired  to  the  Hotel-de-ViHe.  The  fuiy 
^tiie  people  subsided,  when  they  perceived  the  tranquillity 
and  firmness  with  which  he  advanced  alone,  amid  theshouto 
and  roarings  of  a  prodigious  crowd.    But  uneasiness  and  m^ 
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decision  still  prevailed,  and  some  observatioiis  on  the  misfof^ 
tune  that  had  happened,  which  seemed  to  require  an  answer 
6om  Lafayette,  furnished  him  with  the  opportunity  of  say* 
ing  to  those  who  complained,  '*  If  you  coil  this  eveni  a  mii' 
forluru^  what  noimt  wcfuld  you  gtve  to  a  eowgevrevoluHan 
which  would  deprive  you  of  liberty  F"  This  observation  re- 
vived the  boldness  of  the  discontented  ;  and  several  voices 
cried  out,  - "  Let  %a  make  Lqfayelte  our  long  j"  all  within  hear* 
ing  clamorously  repeated  this  observation.  Lafayette,  re 
garding  them  with  a  mingled  look  of  pity  and  indignation 
exclaimed,  "  /  thotfht  that  you  possessed  a  better  opvnion  of 
nu.  What  have  I  done,  that  you  do  not  believe  me  ft  /of 
something  better  f"  Thereupon,  the  air  was  fiiled-with  loud 
shouts  of  "  Long  live  the  general  J"  and  confidence  and  tran* 
quillity  were  re-established.  At  this  moment,  the  six  com- 
missaries arrived  to  protect  him ;  but  they  found  him  suffi- 
ciently fixed  in  the  public  opinion  to  refuse  any  measures 
for  his  personal  safety. — In  the  same  hour,  Lafayette  was  also 
attacked  in  the  assembly  :  a  member  (Rewbell)  remarked, 
immediately  after  the  six  commissaries  were  despatched  to 
rescue  the  general,  "  M.  de  Lafayette  is  about  to  appear* 
and  I  request  that  he  may  be  asked,  whether  he  did  not 
give,  a  month  since,  to  the  officers  on  guard  in  the  palace, 
tiie  counter-sign  not  to  permit  any  one.  to  pass  out  after  mid- 
night :  there  must  have  been  some  motive  for  this  precaution* 

and  we  ought  to  know  if ."    Here  the  speaker  was 

interrupted  by  Barnave,  who  said,  "  I  demand  that'  the  as- 
sembly shall  no  longer  suffer  this  discourse  to  be  continued, 
and  that  it  be  not  permitted  to  raise  injurious  surmises  re- 
specting men  who  have  continually  afibrded  proofs  of  their 
patriotism.  Circumstances  may  arise,  in  which  it  is  easy  tp 
cast  suspicions  on  the  sentiments  of  the  best  citizens ;  but 
the  conduct  of  the  commander  of  the  national  guard,  since 
the  commencement  of  the  revolution,  is  a  sufficient  pledge 
that' be  merits  all  our  confidence.  It  is  our  duty  to  testi^ 
it  toward  him,  in  the  most  signal  manner." — ^NeTer  was  a 
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TuWication  more  triumphant  nor  more  generoas.  Barnave 
was  f  i  this  time,  and  had  longbeen,  on  ill  terms  with  Laiaj« 
ette»  %Jid  the  rapture  behreen  them  was  notorious.  It  had 
excite  I  considerable  interest,  and  all  correspondence  had 
ceased  ketween  die  parties.  It  was  a  trul|r  republican  mo- 
tive wWch  uiiged  Barnave  to  undertake  the  defence  of  one 
who  was  absent,  and  inculpated  in  so  grave  an  oflencei  when 
the  defender  mif^t  have  exposed  himself  to  the  suspicions 
which  it  ^ras  attempted  to  cast  on  the  commander-in-chief. 
This  just  and  generous  action  overpowered  the  assembly, 
and  arretted  an  accusation,  which  would  doubtless  have 
been  repeated,  if  the  first  had  been  received. 

Lafayette  was  also  openly  accused  by  Danton  in  the  Jaco- 
bin club,  of  having  ajsisted  the  flight  of  the  king.  •  He  was 
defended  bf  Lamith ;  but,  for  a  long  time,  vague  suspicions 
rested  on  fine  conduct  of  the  general.  At  that  period,  one 
party  accused  him  of  holding  intelligence  wi^h  the  court; 
and  the  oppjMite  side  accused  him  of  duplicity,  having,  as 
they  said,  caused  the  king  to  be  arrested,  after  having  facili- 
tated his  departure.  "  It  is  possible  and  probable,"  says  Too- 
longeoH,  "  that  he  winked  at  the  departure  of  the  queen,and 
that  he  was  ignorant  of  that  of  the  king.  A  great  number 
of  the  best  men  desired  the  removal  of  the  queen,  as  the 
only  means  of  saving  the  king,  herself,  and  the  monarchy/' 
It  is  true  that  he  despatched  a  messenger  after  the  royal  fa- 
mily ;  and  he  could  not  possibly  do  otherwise,  circumstanced 
as  he  was  at  that  period :  had  he  not  done  it,  Paris  would 
again  have  been  devoted  to  the  most  dreadful  outrages.  His 
aid-dcH^amp,  however,  did  not  reach  Varennes  until  after  the 
royal  fugitives  had  been  arrested.  When  tiiey  returned  to 
Paris,  it  was  principally  owing  to  the  zeal,  the  courage,  and 
the  magnanimity  of  Lafeyette,  ^t  they  were  not  immedi- 
ately destroyed.  It  was  owing  to  him,  that  Paris  was  not  a 
scene  of  horrible  confusion:  he  bad  the  boldness  to  declare 
m  a  debate  in  the  national  assembly,  "  that  if  any  violeoee 
was  offered  to  the  king,  he  would,  at  the  head  of  the  nationd 
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guards,  prodftim  Lotlis  the  seventeenth,  king  f  fnA  this  once 
more  silenced  the  fufy  of  dentocracy  in  Paris,  and  restored 
order  and  submission  to  legislative  authority.  If  the  charge 
of  having  instigated  the  royal  family  to  escape,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  afterwards  arresting  them,  were  founded  in  fact,  no 
odium  could  be  too  great,  no  obloquy  could  attach  a  suffi- 
ciently just  reprehension,  for  so  cold-blooded  a  piece  of  du- 
plicity But  the  proof  of  his  innocence  is  so  incontrover- 
tible, so  positive  and  direct,  that  the  mention  of  it  must 
stamp  an  indelible  impression  on  the  mind  of  every  man, 
flind  clear  him  entirely  from  so  foul  a  calumny.  The  test 
of  his  innocence  was  the  unfortunate  Mari^  Antoinette,  who, 
being  asked  on  her  trial,  whether  Lafayette  had  connived  at 
tiieir  escape,  positively  answered)  that  he  was  totally  igno* 
rant  of  it* 

The  assembly  was  compelled,  by  the  popultetr  ferment,  io 
declare  that  the  king  should  be  kept  prreoner  in  the  palace 
t)f  flie  Tuilleries,  until  the  constitution  had  been  presented 
for  his  acceptance.  Lafayette  as  commander  of  the  national 
guards,  had  the  misfortune  of  being  doomed  to  carry  thia 
decree  into  effect.  But  if,  on  the  one  hand,  he  placed  sen- 
tinels at  the  gates  of  the  palace,  he  opposed,  on  the  other^ 
with  conscientious  energy,  the  party  which  endeavoured  to 
pronounce  the  king  fallen  from  his  throne.  He  employed 
against  those  who  pressed  that  measure,  the  armed  ibrce  in 
the  Champ'de-Mars ;  and  he  thus  proved,  at  least,  that  it 
was  not  from  views  of  ambition  that  he  exposed  himself  fo 
the  displeasure  of  the  king,  as  he  drew  on  himself,  at  the 
same  time,  the  haired  of  the  enemies  of  the  throne.t  On 
the  motion  of  Lafayette  in  the  assembly,  a  general  amnesty 
was  subsequently  granted  to  all  those  who  had  participated 
in  tiie  king's  journey,  or  cdRnmitted  what  could  be  called  po* 

•  Stael  Consid.  French  Rev.  i.  410-11— Hist  French  Hev.  i.  237— 
283.— Wftrt  French  Rev.  I  Introd.  xcii.— Elienne  Rev.  156— 16a— 
flenator.  ix.  645,  658— Moor«'s  View»  iL  5206.^-Qaart.  Bmt.  xxviii,  806 
^-8 — Totti9liff.  Hist  ii.  b.  26,  An.  69,  115. 
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MmI  ■fhiirtw  i  iw  alto  obtained  a  decree,  enabling  ererj 
indiTiUBal  to  )e»ye  France,  and  return,  without  a  pawport 
The  unanisiit;  which  generally  prevailed  throughout 
France,  from  the  time  of  the  king's  retoni  to  his  acteptance 
of  the  constitution,  was  interrupted  bj  a  short,  but  dis- 
graceful, riot  at  Paris.  Several  efforts  had  been  unauccess- 
fully  made  by  ilMisposed  people  to  disturb  the  public  tran- 
quillity ;  but  on  the  morning  of  the  seventeenth  of  July, 
1791,  the  magistrates  were  alarmed  by  the  report  that  a 
large  body  of  seditious  persons  were  about  to  assemble  in 
the  Champ-de*Mar8,  the  profisssed  object  of  whom  was  to 
petition  against  the  re-establishment  of  the  king,  a  measure 
which  the  Jacobin  club  had  been  very  active  to  promote.  A 
great  crowd  of  people  flocked  to  the  altar  of  the  federation, 
which  had  not  yet  been  removed,  there  to  sign  the  remod* 
strance,  followed  by  a  declaration  that  they  never  would 
submit  to  be  governed  by  Louis  the  sixteenth.  At  ten 
o'clock,  M.  de  Lafayette  arrived  on  the  spot,  and  caused  the 
barricades  which  had  been  erected,  to  be  destroyed.-— A 
wretch,  named  Fonitiier,  had  the  audacity  to  fire  at  him, 
widi  a  pistol,  pointed  almost  at  his  breast :  the  man  was  in- 
stantly seized,  but  La&yette,  with  a  false  generosity,  per- 
mitted him  to  be  released,  and  be  afterwards  boasted  of  the 
act  at  the  bar  of  the  convention.  At  length,  the  municipal 
officers  who  accompanied  the  general,  obtained  a  promise 
from  the  mob  that  they  would  disperse ;  and  a  body  of 
national  guards  was  stationed  to  prevent  their  reassembling. 
Several  hoars  after,  the  municipality,  who  had  met  at  the 
Hotel-de-Ville,  were  informed  that  the  ferment  was  increa- 
sing, and  that  menacing  plans  against  the  national  assembly 
were  in  agitation.  At  the  same  time,  it  was  stated  that  two 
unfortunate  persons,  who  had  secreted  themselves  under 
the  altar  on  which  the  signatures  were  received,  had  been 
murdered  by  the  mob.  fiiartiai  law  was  now  formally  pro- 
claimed ;  and  a  red  flag  was  displayed  from  a  window  of 
die  Hotel-de-Ville.  Lafayette  immediately  collected  tbn 
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national  goand,  and  accompanied  by  tfie  maDieipal  aatboti^ 
ties,  inarched  to  the  Champ-de^Mara.  They  found  it  crowd- 
ed by  a  furious  multitude,  who,  instead  of  dispersing,  in- 
sulted the  troops  with  loud  cries  of  *'  A  bos  U  drapeau  nmge! 
A  ba$  Its  bayanetteg  !"  Stones  were  thrown  at  the  troops  and 
municipal  officers,  in  ToUcys.  M.  Bailly,  the  mayor,  desi- 
red the  troops  to  halt,  and,  after  the  formalities  which  the 
law  required,  Lafayette  ordered  part  of  them  to  fire  over  the 
heads  of  the  mob.  When  they  perceived  that  none  were 
wounded,  it  confirmed  them  in  an  opinion  which  they  had 
formed,  that  neither  the  general  nor  the  mayor  had  any  in- 
clination to  hurt  them,  and  that  they  durst  not  fire  with  ball. 
From  this  idea  they  became  more  outrageous;  the  soldiers 
and  some  of  the  officers  of  the  guards,  were  wounded ;  and 
they  now  received  orders  to  fire  with  ball.  Ten  or  twelve 
of  the  mob  were  killed,  and  a  considerable  number  wound- 
ed.—*The  energy  displayed  by  Lafayette  in  quelling  this 
commotion,  was  generally  approved  of,  and  heartily  so  by 
the  national  assembly  :  a  greater  degree  of  order  and  tran- 
quillity than  had  been  known  for  some  time  before  in  Paris, 
was  the  consequence  of  it.* 

On  the  thirteenth  of  September,  1791,  the  constituent 
assembly  closed,  and  was  succeeded  by  the  legislative  as- 
sembly. Not  only  Lafayette,  but  the  Lameths,  Adrien  Du- 
port,  Barnave,  and  other  sincere  friends  of  the  constitution, 
which  had  now  been  accepted  by  ttie  king,  could  not  be 
members  of  the  second  assembly,  by  that  most  impolitic  de- 
cree which  excluded  all  who  had  been  members  of  the  first 
Lafayette,  particularly  from  the  arrest  and  imprisonment  of 
the  king,  was  become  more  than  ever  the  object  of  hatred 
to  the  loyalists;  and  as  to  the  Jacobins,  he  had  already  pro- 
voked all  their  fury  by  his  conduct  toward  the  duke  of  Or- 
leans, and  from  his  causing  the  companies  of  the  insurgent 
regiments  at  Nanci,  who  were  coming  to  Paris  to  raise  die 

•  Toulonff.  Hist  il*  63-4.^Hist  French  Bav.  L  236 — ^Moors'a 
Viair»tt.S37. 
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populace,  to  be  arrested.  From  that  moment  the  Jacobini 
attacked  him  with  iocreasing  violence :  then  Corjpheus  Ma* 
rat,  author  of  the  "  Friend  of  the  People,"  constantly  de- 
nounced him  as  the  trailor  Lafayette,  The  atfair  of  the 
Champ*de-Mars  brought  this  rage  to  its  height :  the  repub* 
lican  party  which  then  began  to  manifest  itself,  already  wish* 
ed  to  bring  the  king  to  trial,  and  united  with  the  Jacobins, 
in  opposition  to  Lafayette  and  the  friends  of  the  constitu- 
tion. After  the  open  attempt  to  assassinate  their  general, 
the  national  guard,  especially  the  old  French  guard,  grew 
furious :  they  imprecated  the  Jacobins,  wished  to  destroy 
by  a  cannonade  the  club,  which  they  called  a  cavern,  and 
disperse  the  people  who  frequented  it.  But  Lafayette  con* 
aistently  opposed,  and  allayed,  the  ferment. 

When  the  constitution  of  1791,  was  accepted  by  the  king 
in  the  spirit  of  Washington,  he  resigned  all  command,  alleg<« 
ing  that  the  emergency  which  required  his  services,  was  now 
over,  and  that,  as  he  derived  his  powers  from  the  revolution, 
those  powers  ought  to  cease  with  it  His  situation  in  the 
national  guards,  which  he  had  now  completely  organized 
according  to  his  original  project,  was  filled  by  temporary 
commanders.  The  municipality  of  Paris  caused  a  medal 
of  gold  to  be  struck  in  his  honour,  and  presented  him  with 
a  sword,  and  a  marble  bust  of  Washington.  He  had  sacri- 
ficed a  large  part  of  his  fortune  for  the  revolution,  but  mag- 
nanimously declined  any  remuneration  for  his  losses.  La« 
fayette  now  retired  to  his  estate  of  Chavagnac  in  Auvergne, 
accompanied  by  the  esteem  which  his  generous  and  disin- 
terested conduct  so  well  deserved.  He  was  followed,  as  he 
had  been  for  many  years,  by  crowds  wherever  he  went,  and 
attended  on  his  way  by  every  form  of  popular  enthusiasm 
and  admiration.* 

Mot  long  afler  this  retirement,  a  circumstance  occurred 
which  served  to  put  in  motion  the  two  parties  which  were 

•  Nat.  Gaz.  Feb.  3,  Sep.  13, 18i4--Moore*s  yiew,iiS48^Toiitae^ 
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•bortly  to  divide  the  kingdom,  the  coDstitutionaKsts  and  iSbm 
i^publicans ;  and  the  event  might  have  shown  in  whose  &« 
TOur  the  balance  was  likely  to  preponderate.  The  mayor* 
alty  of  the  jadicious  and  patriotic  M.  Baillj,  terminated  in 
the  month  of  November,  1 791 ;  and  the  once  popular  Lafay- 
ette appeared  as  a  candidate  to  succeed  him.  He  was  oppo- 
sed by  Petion,  a  violent  Jacobin,  and  a  declared  republican, 
on  the  one  side,  and,  the  king  and  queen,  being  prejudiced 
against  him,  by  the  whole  influence  of  the  court,  on  the 
other.  It  is  almost  unnecessary  to  state  the  issue  of  this 
unequal  contest,  and  to  add  that  Petion  was  elected  mayor 
of  Paris  by  a  great  majority.  The  small  number  of  votes 
that  Lafayette  obtained  was  the  source  of  great  surprise  to 
many  people,  when  they  considered  his  ardour  in  pursuit  of 
the  revolution,  and  his  services  to  the  people  of  Paris,  which 
ought  to  have  entitled  him  to  their  peculiar  countenance 
and  protection.  But  melanclioly  experience  had  evinced 
the  increasing  credit  and  power  of  the  Jacobins,  and  it  was 
evident  that  that  pernicious  society  \»d  not  only  gained  the 
ascendancy  over  the  minds  of  the  populace,  but  was  enab« 
led  to  control  even  the  assembly  itself.  The  government, 
in  fact,  was  in  their  hands,  if  that  may  be  called  a  govern- 
ment where  the  people  are  without  control,  and  called  to 
account  for  none  of  their  actions ; — «  government  from 
which  it  was  tin^  for  all  honest  men  to  retire.* 

Quid  est  Catnlle  quod  inoraris  emcri  f 
Sella  in  cunili  Mruma  Nonius  sexiet, 
Per  consulatum  pejerat  Vatiniiit  $ 
Quid  est  CatuUe  quod  moraris  emori? 

From  the  happy  tranquillity  to  which  he  now  gladly  tura« 
ed,  Lafayette  was  soon  called  by  the  war  with  Austria,  de* 
clared  April  twentieth,  1799,  in  which  he  was,  at  once,  ap^ 
pointed  one  of  the  three  major-generals  to  command  the 
French  armies  :  he  soon  after  obtained  the  rank  of  lieuten- 

•  Bertrand's  Mem.  i.  259— Letters  firm Paii^iL  »S^Hk«.  Fi 
lUr.  i  S63^— TooloDgsoa,  ii.  M. 
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uil-fjeneral,  and  fioallj  that  of  manhal  of  Fnmce,  witii  s 
red  ribband.  Having  received  from  the  king  the  command 
of  the  ariiiy  of  the  centre,  destined  to  cover  the  frontier  of 
.  Ardennes,  he  took  the  field  in  tlite  beginning  of  May,  1792« 
Lafayette,  together  with  Rochambeau  and  Luckner,  bad 
been  previousiy  summoned  to  Paris,  to  consult  with  the 
council ;  and  Lafayette  had  greatly  interested  himself  in 
bringing  about  a  reconciliation  among  the  ministers,  whose 
dissensions  had  an  evil  effect  on  the  public  mind,  and  were 
likely  to  produce  fatal  consequences  to  the  king.  Notwith- 
standing the  infamous  combination  of  tyrants,  at  the  treaty 
of  Pilnitz,  and  the  provocation  which  had  been  given  to  the 
French  nation,  Lafayette  was  one  of  those  whd  thought  it 
would  have  been  more  politic  to  have  been  less  precipitate, 
and  to  have  compelled  Austria  to  appear,  in  eyerj  view,  in 
the  character  of  an  aggressor.  Such  was  the  opinion  of  a 
man,  whose  judgment  was  in  general  sound,  and  whose  pa- 
triotism none  but  a  violent  and  desperate  faction  has  ever 
presumed  to  question.  But,  placed  by  the  unanimous  voice 
of  his  country  at  the  head  of  the  arms  of  France,  he  pro* 
pared  to  repel  the  invaders. 

Three  separate  bodies  of  troops  were  formed  along  the 
frontiers,  from  Switzerland  to  Dunkirk,  under  the  difectiopi 
of  three  commanders,  enjoying  not  only  the  reputation  of 
great  military  talents,  but  also  the  confidence  of  the  natiob : 
these  wieire  Lafayette,  Rochambeau,  and  Luckner.  Lafayw 
ette,  who  commanded  the  anny  of  the  centre,  fixed  his  head 
quarters  at  Metz,  and  occapied  Nancy,  ThionviUe,  and  Lune^ 
wHle :  he  had  upwards  of  twenty  thousand  men  at  his  diik 
posal,  and  was  so  posted  as  to  continue  the  line  of  defence 
from  (he  Meuse  to  the  Moselle.  The  general  officers  nnder 
bis  command  were  De  Wittgeinstein,  De  Bellemont,  CrilkHi» 
Parquet,  and  Defranc.  It  was  a  part  of  the  plan  conoertdd 
in  the  French  cabinet,  that  all  the  troops  should  be  in  mo» 
tion  about  the  same  time,  and  form,  if  possible,  a  general 
rendezvous  in  the  centre  of  the  Austrian  Netherlands.**-* 
Agreeably  to  tiiia  pbn,  Lafayette  was  to  be  at  Giret  by  the 
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thirtieth  of  April ;  and,  although  the  orden  oqIj  reached 
him  on  the  twentj-fourth,  and  though  he  was  in  most  re- 
spects very  ill-appointed,  he  was,  by  great  exertioos,  enabled 
to  provide  seventy-eight  pieces  of  cannon  by  the  twenty- 
sixth,  and,  on  the  same  day,  despatched  a  large  body  with 
the  convoy  of  artillery,  to  penetrate  by  forced  marches  to 
Givet  On  the  first  of  May,  Lafayette's  advance  took  post 
at  Bouvines,  half  way  to  Namur,  and  every  thing  appeared 
to  promise  success  to  the  expedition.  But  the  failure  of 
-the  other  parts  of  the  grand  army  rendered  it  utterly  fruit- 
less, though  Fayette  continued  to  retain  his  post,  and  even 
slowly  to  advance  upon  the  enemy.  On  the  twenty-third 
of  May,  hi/ advanced  guard,  under  M.  Gouvion,  was  attack- 
ed at  Hamphine,  near  Florennes,  by  a  force,  as  it  afterwards 
Appeared,  superior  to  bis  own,  which  only  amounted  to  three 
thousand  men.  The  Austrian  advanced  guard  was  twice 
repulsed ;  but  M.  Gouvion,  observing  the  great  superiority 
of  the  enemy,  efiected  a  retreat  with  the  greatest  regularity. 
The  next  action  in  which  this  army  was  engaged  took  place 
1MI  the  eleventh  of  June,  when  the  Austrians  attacked  the 
advanced  guard  of  Lafayette,  at  Grtsellc,  near  Maubeuge ; 
iKit  M.  Gouvion,  aware  of  their  design,  began  a  retreating 
fight,  in  which  his  infantry  was  constantly  covered  by  the 
hedges,  and  the  enemy's  columns  suffered  considerably  from 
tiis  cannon.  As  soon  as  the  news  arrived  at  the  camp,  La. 
fayotte  sent  M.  NT^rbonne  with  a  considerable  reinibrcemeot 
oo  the  flank  of  the  enemy*  while  he  himself  advanced  with 
ihe  main  army.  The  Austrians  abandoned  ii»  field,  and  it 
fart  of  their  killed  and  woanded,  to  the  French,  who  pur* 
Uned  them  more  than  a  league  beyond  the  ground  of  their 
advanced  guard,  which  again  took  poesession  of  its  former  ' 
y«st.  Though  Ais  action  was  crowned  with  victocy,  it  was 
ifet  onlbrtanate  for  France,  as  it  deprived  the  nation  of  one 
«f  its  ablest  generals  and  firmest  patriots ;  Gkmvion,  the  bo* 
imm4riead  of  Fayette  both  in  America  and  Europe,  was 
killed  by  .the  oblique  stroke  of  a  reflected  ball.* 

•  Hist  Pmnch  Rcr.  ii.  6   11-^14-^Bert.  Mem.  H.  69,  BL^ipWan 
Ber.  i.  7, 9,  lO— Toaloai^.  Hitt  ii.  120. 
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At  'tills  period,  die  Toice  of  Lafiiyette  was  again  beafd 
crying  out  in  the  eaase  of  jastice  and  humanity.  He  had 
coDimenced  a  reoi^nization  of  the  army,  improved  the  dis- 
cipline, introduced  simplicity  in  the  military  administration, 
ibnned  bodies  of  light  artillery,  established  military  councils, 
«nd  courts-martial ;  and  in  a  word,  he  had  exerted  all  his 
abilities  in  disciplining  his  troops,  and  supplying  their  neces- 
sities.  But  the  treatment  of  prisoners  had  been  such  as  to 
call  forth  bis  loudest  censure,  until  prisoners  of  war  were 
placed,  by  an  express  law,  under  the  safe-goard  of  the  na« 
tion.  *'  The  infamous  conduct,"  said  Lafayette  in  his  des- 
patches to  the  minister  of  war,  "  which  has  been  exercised 
toward  prisoners  of  war,  demands,  sir,  exemplaiy  vengeance. 
It  is  not  the  enemy,  but  the  French  army,  that  demands  it. 
The  universal  indignation  which  reigns  among  us,  authorizes 
0ie  to  declare,  that  brave  soldiers  are  unwilling  to  fight,  if 
their  vanquished  enemies  are  to  be  cast  into  the  fangs  of 
cowardly  cannibals/'* 

At  this  period,  the  thread  of  court  intrigue  was  so  ravel- 
led, that  history  can  hardly  follow  it:  the  unhappy  king  was 
successively,  the  object,  the  tool,  and  the  victim,  of  it  Too 
suspicious  to  abandon  himself  to  any  party,  and  too  feeble 
to  master  them  all,->-th6  Girondists  oiiered  him  their  servi- 
ces— the  Movntain  threatened  him — ^the  Jacobins  openly 
insulted  him-^die  Peuillans  obeyed  hhn  with  fear  and  witii- 
out  confidence — the  secret  council  of  the  queen  promised 
to  baffle  them  all — and  foreign  agents,  watching  all  parties, 
having  spies  in  all,  knowing  every  thing,  and  opposing  each 
other,  were  alone  successful  in  their  aim, — ^to  create  disor- 
der and  destruction.  Open  war  was  declared  between  the 
Illative  and  the  executive  powers ;  and  was  pushed  to 
such  an  extremity,  that  Lafayette,  who  had  now  become 
the  butt  of  every  faction,  believed  it  his  duty  to  make  a  pow- 
erful effort,  and  prove  the  strength  of  his  former  popularity. 
Violences,  of  almost  every  d^ee  of  atrocity^were  become 

*  Tmlxmg.  Hist  ii.  125,  Ap.  71. 
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'commoii,  and  tbat  public  order^  of  which  be  Imd  nertr  < 
ed  to  speak  od  all  suitable  occations,  no  longer  euated.-— 
He  felt  that,  under  these  circumstances,  bit  silence  would 
be  an  abandonment  of  the  principles  to  the  support  of  which 
,be  had  devoted  his  life ;  and»  with  a  courage  which  few  men 
in  any  age  have  been  able  to  show,  and  with  a  temperance, 
which  has  always  kept  his  conduct  on  one  even  line,  he 
.wrote  the  far*famed  letter  to  the  convention,  dated  from  the 
entrenched  camp  of  Maubeuge,  sixteenth  June.  1792,  in 
.which  he  drew  a  very  formidable  pictqre  of  Uie  dangerous 
situation  in  which  the  nation  was  placed  by  the  attempts  of 
its  enemies,  both  foreign  and  domestic,  and  plainly  and  with- 
out reserve,  denounced  the  growing  faction  of  the  Jacobins, 
and  called  on  tlie  constituted  authorities  to  put  a  stop  to  the 
atrocities  which  they  were  openly  promoting :  "  Can  joa 
dissemble  even  to  yourselves,"  said  he,  "  that  a  faction,  (and 
to  avoid  all  vague  denunciations,)  the  Jacobin  faction,  have 
caused  all  these  disorders  ?  It  is  that  society  which  I  boldlj 
^denounce :  organized  like  a  separate  empire  in  the  metropo- 
lis, and  in  its  affiliated  societies,  and  blindly  governed  bj 
some  ambitious  leaders,  this  society  forms  a  totally  distinct 
•<:orporatioQ  in  the  midst  of  the  French  nation,  whose  powers 
it  usurps,  by  tyrannising  over  its  reffresentatives,  and  con* 
jtituted  authorities."  In  the  course  of  this  letter,  he  dared 
to  say,  "  Let  the  royal  authority  be  untouched. for  it  isguai^ 
anteed  by  the  constitution;  let  it  be  independent,  for  its  m« 
dependence  is  one  of  the  springs  of  our  liberty ;  let  the  king 
be  revered,  for  he  is  invested  with  the  oiajesty  of  the  nation; 
let.him  choose  a  ministry  which  wears. the  chains  of  no  fiic* 
tion ;  and  jf  traitors  exist,  let  them  perish  under  the  sword 
of  the  law."  He,  at  the  same  time,  addressed  a  letter  .to 
the  king,  expressive  of  similar  sentiments.*  . 

There  was  not  another  ^  man  in  France  who  would  have 
dared  to  take  such  a  step,  at  such  a  time ;  and  it  required 

•  Tonlonr.  Hist  li.  14a<-]59,  Ap.  l«1.-*Hut.  Ffcadi  Rev.  ii  ft. 
North  Am*  Her.  January,  1826,  p  14t*-3. 
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mil  Lafkyette's  rast  inflaence  to  warrant  biin  in  expreaaing 
•neb  opinions  and  feeltngB,  or  to  protect  bim  afterwards.—** 
Tfae  agitation  produced  by  this  letter  was  extreme,  and.  the 
proceedings  of  the  disaffected  of  gloomy  portent  At  first 
the  Jacobins  seemed  to  shrink  from  a  contest  with  Laiky* 
ette ;  they  bad  heretofore  spared,  because  they  feared,  and 
even  hoped  to  gain,  him :  hoping  no  more  to  be  able  to  tri* 
umph  over  bis  principles,  they  vowed  his  destruction ;  and 
their  oaths  of  that  description  had  never  been  taken  in  vain. 
The  meeting  of  the  Jacobins  on  the  eighteenth  of  June,  was 
tamuituoos  and  outrageous  in  the  highest  degree.  They  pro* 
posed  that  Lafayette  should  be  sent  to  Orleans  as  a  traitor* 
and  the  most  acceptable  motion  that  was  made  was,  that  a 
price  should  be  set  on  his  head,  and  that  chague  citotf§n  jnU 
caurir  bub  ; — that  is  to  say,  that  any  body  that  pleased  might 
murder  bim.  While  such  were  the  debates  within  doors,  at 
the  hall  of  the  Jacobins,  their  emissaries  without  were  bu- 
sily employed  in  exciting  the  people  to  insurrection,  and 
the  occurrences  of  the  twentieth  of  June  too  plainly  evin^ 
ced  the  success  of  their  endeavours. — When  Lafiiyette'a  let* 
ter  was  read,  Vergniaox  represented  that  the  remonstrances 
of  a  general  at  the  head  of  an  army  to  the  assembly,  had 
flie  appearance  of  an  attempt  to  overawe  the  l^islature.— 
Gandet  Ironically  remacked,  that  the  letter  was  so  much  in 
the  style  of  Cromwell,  that  it  could  not  possibly  be  written 
by  Lafayette.  They  began,  therefore,  by  denying  its  an* 
tbenticity ;  they  declared  it,  in  short  a  forgery.* 
.  On  the  twentieth  of  June,  the  excitement  produced  hf 
tbe  machinations  of  the  Jacobins,  broke  out  in  tfae  most  dis* 
graceful  manner.  Twenty  thousand  men  of  die  lowest  rank^ 
anried  with  pikes  and  lancea,  marched  to  tbe  Tuilleries  with* 
out  knowing  why ; — fliey  were  ready  to  commit  every  crimot 
or  could  be  persuaded  to  tibe  noblest  actions,  acccsrding  to 
the  impulse  of  events,  and  of  tbeir  leaders.    These  twenty 

•  North  Am.  Iter.  Janoarr,  1825,  p.  163.— Tonloor.  Hist  i^  150—1. 
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llibiisaiid  men  made  their  wbj  into  the  palace;  and  <heir 
lavage  oaths  mingled  with  cries,  tiieir  threatening  gestures 
and  deadly  implements,  eicbibited  a  frightful  spectacle. — 
Louis  XVI.  on  this  day  showed  all  the  Tirtues  of  a  saint,  and 
a  degree  of  courage  which  had  been  supposed  wholly  in* 
compatible  with  his  character.  The  time  was  past  for  sa« 
▼ing  himself  like  a  hero ;  but  neither  the  threats  nor  howl- 
ings  of  liiis  insolent  mob  could  humble  nor  intimidate  him ; 
but  he  was  under  the  necessity  of  wearing  the  red  cap,  the 
symbol  of  the  Jacobins  and  the  dreadful  signal  of  massacre» 
which  was  placed  on  his  head  by  the  hands  of  a  ntan  inebri* 
ated  with  liquor,  and  ejaculating  the  most  terrible  oaths.-— 
The  assembly,  ashamed  of  its  auxiliaries,  sent  several  of  the 
deputies  to  save  the  royal  family  ;  and,  at  length,  in  conse- 
quence of  a  long  and  animated  speech,  delivered  by  Vergai- 
and,  the  populace  was  persuaded  to  retire.* 
'  General  Lafayette,  indignant  at  what  was  passing  at  Paris, 
feft  his  army  to  appear  at  the  bar  of  tlie  assembly,  and  de* 
■land  justice  for  the  terrible  day  of  twentieth  J^ne,  17&2. 
He  was  a  constitutional  general,  and  whatever  prospect  of 
•access  appeared,  it  was  his  duty  to  take  that  dangerous,  but 
^triotic  step.  He  passed  two  days  in  securii^  Ae  position 
•f  his  «rmy  daring  his  absence*  and  set  out  for  Paris.  In 
passing  throuf^  Soissons,  he  saw  ibe  administrative  body, 
who  praised  his  devotion  to  the  country,  predicted  its  ino- 
tility,  and  advised  him  of  his  danger.  On  die  twenty«eighth 
of  June,  he  arrived  alone,  and  alighted  at  the  hotel  of  La 
lloehefoucalt,  where  he  was  immediately  waited  on  by  sev- 
ttrial  battations  of  the  national  guards.  A  tree  of  liberty, 
ornamented,  with  ensigns  and  cockades  was  planted  before 
kis  door,  and  every  circumstance  evinced  the  return  of  af^ 
faction  in  the  people  to  their  former  friend  and  benefactor* 
The  newa  of  his  arrival  gave  satisfaction  to  all  the  lovers 
of  order  and  of  the  constitation,  and  strock  the  Jacobins 
with  alarm.    It  was  believed  either  that  his  army  was  in 

"  •  De  Stae!  Consid  voL  ii.  47-8.— Wars  French  Rev.  i. »,  SL-HuU 
French  Rer.  it  25, 
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full  march  after  him,  or  that  he  was  assured  of  such  sop* 
port  in  the  capital  itself,  as  would  enable  him  to  accomplish 
the  object  of  his  visit.  When  the  king  heard  of  the  demand 
that  he  was  about  to  make  to  the  convention,  he  formed 
very  high  expectations  relative  to  the  success  of  that  meas« 
ure :  but  they  were  not  of  long  dgration.-^Lafayette  appear* 
ed  at  the  bar  unattended,  with  that  confidence  and  dignity 
which  int^rity  alone  can  give.  Had  the  Girondists  at  this 
time  joined  him  and  his  friends,  they  might  perhaps  still 
have  prevented  the  entrance  of  foreign  troops,  and  restored 
to  the  king  that  constitutional  authority  which  was  his  due* 
The  discourse,  pronounced  by  the  general,  was. replete  with 
energy  and  patriotism,  and  as  strong  as  the  circumstances 
exacted.  He  avowed  bis  letter  of  the  sixteenth,  and  assign* 
ed  as  a  reason  for  his  appearance  among  them,  tbe  shame 
and  indignation  of  the  army  at  tlie  outrage  of  the  twentieth, 
which,  he  said,  must  have  increased  to  an  alarming  degree, 
bad  he  not  thought  it  his  duty  to  moderate  their  resentment 
against  the  (actions  of  Paris,  by  assuring  them  that  he  would 
appear  alone  before  the  representatives  of  the  nation,  and 
demand,  in  their  name,  that  order,  obedience,  and  respect 
for  the  laws,  should  be  restored.  In  the  name,  therefore,  al 
that  army,  as  well  as  of  all  good  citizens,  he  demanded  *'  the 
punishment  of  the  instigators  and  executors  of  the  violence 
of  the  twentieth,  the  suppreasion  of  the  Jacobm  sodetiest 
and  that  the  assembly  wouM  take  measures  for  preventing 
all  attempts  against  ^e  constitution  fitnii  intemaJ  enemies, 
while  the  army  was  repelling  foreign  foes  from  tbe  firontiers." 
He  closed  his  speech  by  words  which  well  became  him ; 
"  Such  are  the  representations  submitted  to  the  assembly  bj 
a  citizen,  whose  love  for  Uberty  ai  least,  will  not  be  dispn*. 
ted." — His  discourse  was  received  with  applause,  and  the 
president  invited  him  to  the  honour  of  a  sitting;  The  cour 
steroation  which  p^erailed  for  a  short  time,  was  dispelled 
by  Gaudet,  who  stepped  quickly  to  the  tribune,  and  in  a 
dexterous  discourse,  inveighed  against  the  general  for  leav* 
ing  the  army«  described  the  distrust  which  his  couniels  oug^ 
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to  excite  in  the  legislathre  ftssemblj,  and  desired  that  tite 
minister  of  war  might  be  questioned  whether  general  Lafay- 
ette bad,  or  had  not,  obtained  permission  to  leare  his  post 
This  produced  a  debate ;  and  several  severe  speeches  were 
made  by  those  who  would  have  remained  over-awed,  had  not 
Gaudet  began  in  the  bold  manner  he  did.  The  noise  and 
cry  of  question  now  became  pretty  general  ;-gr-when  the 
appeal  nominal  threw  out  Gaudet's  motion  by  three  hundred 
and  thirty-nine  against  two  hundred  and  thirty-four.* 

This  bold  step  of  Lafayette's  was  attended  with  no 
fluccess  :  on  the  contrary,  it  served  to  accelerate  his  down* 
lall.  The  Jacobins  redoubled  their  activity  in  rendering 
him  odious  to  the  populace.  The  name  of  Cromwell  was 
echoed  from  every  press ;  bi^  when  Gaudet  revived  the  rccol- 
lection  of  the  same  man,  dictating  in  the  name  of  his  army 
laws  to  the  representatives  of  his  country,  the  assembly  were 
perfectly  aware  that  they  had  neither  tyrant  nor  soldier  be* 
fore  them,  but  a  virtuous  citisen,  who  could  not  tolerate 
crime,  under  whatever  banner  it  might  pretend  to  range  itselC 
The  efforts  of  the  Jacobins  with  the  mob  were  effectual,  and 
Lafayette,  finding,  after  fruitless  eflbrts  to  assemble  the  na« 
tional  guards,  that  no  good  was  to  be  effected  in  Paris,  left  that 
city  on  the  thirtieth  of  June,  and  returned  immediately  to 
his  army.  Before  his  departure,  he  waited  on  the  king» 
who  thanked  him  for  the  step  he  h«d  teken*  but  did  not  pro- 
fit by  his  further  offers  of  service.  His  effigy  was  burnt  the 
same  evening  at  the  Palais-Royal ;  his  conduct  was  represent- 
ed in  the  journals  as  high  trelson ;  he  was  called  a  liberticide 
and  a  second  Cromwell,  with  this  difference,  ttiat  he  acted 
in  concert  witli  the  king  against  the  liberty  of  flie  people ; 
and  he  was  accused  of  having  proposed  to  march  with  his 
army  to  Paris. 

When  Lafayette  reached  the  army,  he  found  that  it,  also, 
was  now  infected :  he  endeavoured  to  assure  Umself  of  its 

•Be  Stael  Coand.  ii  48,  S^Toal  Hitt  ii.  179.-^Moore'i  Vieff,  ii 
CttM^BertraDd'i  Mem.  ii«  331.— Hist  French  Rer.  ii  S7.^Lett  Arom 
Mlis.u.68. 
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fidelityi  and  proposed  to  tbe  soldiers  to  swear  anew  to  the  coo* 
stitation.  A  very  lai^e  proportion  refused,  and  it  irame* 
diately  became  apparent,  from  the  movements,  both  at 
Paris  and  in  the  army,  that  he  was  no  lopger  safe.  His 
adversaries,  who  were  determined  and  interested  to  ruin 
him,  were  his  judges;  and  they  belonged  to  a  party,  which 
was  never  known  to  devote  a  victim  without  consummating 
the  sacrifice.  It  was  not  long  before  Brissot  prepared  to 
denounce  him  to  the  assembly,  and  demand  against  him  a 
decree  of  accusation ;  "  I  am  grieved,'*  he  remarked,  "  at 
this  affair,  for  no  one  esteems  him  more  than  I  do ;  but  why 
}ias  he  declared  himself  hostile  to  the  Jacobins  7"  The  re* 
aentment  of  this  party  appeared,  for  the  present,  to  be  prin- 
cipally  directed  against  Lafayette.  His  consistency  had 
mortally  offended  these  factious  spirits ;  they  had  tempted 
iiim  with  the  highest  bribes,  and  the  most  splendid  promt* 
aes,— but  he  proved  inflexibly  attached  to  the  constitutional 
party,  and  determined  to  fall  with  the  constitution.  The 
apirit  which  he  evinced  in  his  late  fruitless  journey  to  Paris, 
deterihined  them  to  exert  themselves  to  procure  his  imme^ 
diate  dismission ;  their  clubs  had  been  employed  for  weeks 
in  debates  on  his  treason,  and  innumerable  inflammatory  ad« 
dresses  were  presented  to  the  assembly  against  him.  The 
decision  upon  the  charges  against  Lafayette  was  deferred  to 
the  eighth  of  August,  when  a  long  and  tumultuous  debate 
took  place.  The  report  of  the  committee  concluded  by  pro« 
posing  a  decree  of  accusation,  and  was  highly  applauded  by 
the  mob  in  the  galleries.  At  length  the  motion  for  the 
decree  was  rejected  by  four  hundred  and  six  voices  against 
two  hundred  and  twenty-four.  It  was  evident,  from  this  de* 
cision,  that  the  assembly,  weak  and  incompetent  as  it  wasi 
itill  preserved  some  share  of  decency  in  its  character  and 
proceedings :  but  the  Jacobins  had  made  their  party  cer* 
tain ;  the  mob  were  completely  devoted  to  them,  and  they 
koped  to  carry,  by  their  force,  the  boUest  measQies.*  The 
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very  day  subsequent  to  the  acquittal  of  Lafayette,  (the  nindi 
of  August,)  the  assembly,  in  consequence  of  the  proceedings 
of  the  Jacobins,  declared  its  sessions  "  no  longer  free," 

Meanwhile  the  general  was  using  his  utmost  efforts  in 
support  of  constitutional  authority.  Early  in  the  month 
of  August,  be  despatched  one  of  his  aids-de-camp  to  Paris, 
proposing  to  the  king  and  royal  family  to  take  refuge  at 
Compeigne,  with  he  army.  This  was  the  best  and  safest 
course ;  but  the  persons  who  possessed  the  confidence 
of  the  king  and  queen  hated  M.  de  Lafayette  as  much 
as  if  he  had  been  an  outrageous  Jacobin.  '  The  aristocrats 
of  that  time  preferred  ninning  every  risk  to  obtain  the  re- 
establishment  of  the  old  government,  to  the  acceptance  of 
efficient  aid  under  the  condition  of  adopting  with  sincerity 
the  principles  of  the  revolution ;  that  is,  a  representative 
government.  The  offer  of  Lafayette  was  then  refused,  and 
ttie  king  submitted  to  the  dreadful  risk  of  awaiting  the 
German  troops  at  Paris.* 

The  tenth  of  August,  1792,  soon  arrived,  a  day  replete 
with  liorror;  a  revolution  then  overthrew  the  monarchy, 
and  gnvc  a  final  blow  to  the  power  of  the  constitutional  par- 
ty. The  palace  was  stormed  by  a  furious  mob,  the  most 
atrocious  murders  committed,  the  king  and  the  royal  fa* 
mily  pursued  to  the  national  assembly,  to  which  they  had 
fled  for  safety,  where  the  legislative  body  was  compelled  to 
supersede  the  king  in  order  to  save  his  life.  For  many  days 
the  phrenzy  of  the  populace  raged  with  unbounded  violence, 
savage  and  dreadful  in  its  effects.  This  absurd  rage  was 
not  confined  to  living  objects  of  resentment  They  bar- 
barously demolished  every  vestige  of  art  which  had  the  re- 
motest relation  to  monarchy  or  aristocracy ;  among  others, 
the  bust  of  Lafayette  was  sought  for,  with  a  ridiculous  assi- 
duity, and  demolished.t 

*  D«9tel*s  Oonsid.  a.  M-7-*T<Miloiig.  Hirt.  iL  900.— Btftr.  Mflfll. 
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The  Bnflpension  and  imprUonmeBt  of  th^  kiog  prodaced 
great  astonubment  ia  the  armies ;  particularlj  in  that  com* 
jnanded  by  Lafayette,  who,  by  the  sudden  change  of  bis 
position,  appears- to  have  meditated  some  important  project, 
now  rendered  abortive  by  the  new  revolution.  He  was 
posted,  at  this  critical  moment,  at  Sedan,  at  the  head  of 
twenty-eight  thousand  men.  As  strenuously  opposed  to  the 
tyranny  of  the  Jacobins,  as  he  was  adverse  to  the  despotism 
of  the  court,  the  general  determined  to  support,  with  all 
his  energies,  the  cause  of  the  captive  monarch,  whose 
power  had  been  rendered  legitimate  by  the  sanction  of  the 
constitution,  and  the  oaths  of  the  people.  He  called  a 
council  of  War,  to  which  he  summoned  every  officer 
commanding  a  battalion,  and  finding  among  them  a  ready 
assent  to  the  measures  proposed  by  him,  he  immediate* 
]y*published  a  proclamation,  in  which  he  declared  not 
only  his  own  dissent,  but  that  of  the  troops  under  hfs  com 
mand,  to  the  recent  events  that  had  occurred  in  the  capitaL 
But  the  national  assembly  had  already  anticipated  the  de- 
fection of  Lafayette's  army,  and  recurred  to  measures  calcu- 
lated  either  to  gain  the  commander,  or  induce  the  troops 
to  desert  him.  On  the  night  of  the  twelfth  of  August,  they 
accordingly  despatched  three  commissioners  to  the  army^ 
to  counteract  Uie  movements  of  the  general  Lafayette 
was  accidentally  apprized  of  these  proceedings ;  and  after 
stating  the  facts  to  the  magistrates  of  Sedan,  he  advised 
them,  in  duty  to  the  king  and  constitution,  to  arrest  the 
commissioners,  who,  on  their  arrival  there,  were  accordingly 
imprisoned. — In  the  mean  time  Lafayette  returned  to  camp, 
and  immediately  distributed  among  the  battalions  an  ener* 
getic  and  decisive  letter,  declaring  the  destruction  of  the 
constitution  by  a  banditti,  and  the  deposition  of  the  king. 
••Citizens,"  he  concluded,  "  you  are  no  longer  represented ; 
the  national  assembly  are  in  a  state  of  slavery ;  your  armies 
are  without  leaders ;  Petion  reigns ;  the  savage  Danton  and 
hisaatellites  are  masters.    Thus,  soldiers,  it  is  your  province 
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to  examine  whether  jon  will  restore  tfie  heredit&fy  repre* 
lentati^e  to  the  throne,  or  submit  to  the  disgrace  of  having 
a  Petion  for  your  king." — ^Wben  this  communication  waa 
first  made  to  the  soldiery,  they  announced,  by  their  rage  and 
exclamations,  that  they  were  actuated  by  that  indignation 
which  their  leader  was  so  desirous  to  excite.  Lafayette 
bad  every  reason  to  suppose  that  all  the  armies  participated 
in  this  feeling ;  but  he  was  mistaken.  No  sooner  were  the 
Stfsembly  informed  of  his  defection,  and  of  the  arrest  of  their 
commissioners,  than  they  immediately  deprived  him  of  the 
command,  and  nominated  Dumourier  the  commander-in* 
chief,  who  received  orders  to  march  against  the  constitution- 
al general.  But  this  measure  was.  soon  rendered  unnecea* 
aary :  three  new  deputies  had  been  despatched  to  procure 
the  liberation  of  their  predecessors,  while  a  great  number 
of  emissaries  received  secret  orders  to  repair  to  LafayeAe'a 
camp,  and  debauch  the  fidelity  of  his  soldiers ;  in  which  they 
were  too  successful.* 

Lafayette  laboured  in  vain,  for  some  time,  to  dissemble 
tiie  critical  situation  in  which  he  was  placed.  To  have 
marched  directly  to  Paris,  would  have  exposed  the  king  and 
his  family  to  certain  destruction ;  and,  in  erecting  the  stand* 
ard  of  revolt  in  the  provinces,  he  would  have  been  opposed 
hy  the  other  armies,  and  a  civil  war  must  inevitably  have 
followed.  In  addition  to  these  considerations,  France  was, 
at  this  moment,  pressed  on  all  sides  by  the  enemy,  and  the 
idea  of  a  capitulation  with  the  presumptuous  invaders  of 
his  country,  struck  him  with  ho^rror.  He  was  resolved, 
therefore,  whatever  might  occur,  neither  to  leave  the  fron- 
tiers destitute  of  defence,  nor  to  lose  his  reputation  by  means 
of  a  disgraceful  compact  But  the  oath  which  he  had  taken 
to  support  the  constitutional  king,  marked  out  a  line  of  con* 
duct  from  which  he  could  not  honourably  swerve.  He 
formed  a  plan  to  rally  around  him  the  neighbouring  depart- 
ments, and  to  form,  with  some  of  the  members  of  the  con* 
atitnted  authorities,  a  kind  of  congress,  to  which  he  expect- 

•  Wan  FrsDok  lUv.  i.  46,51.-Hiit  Rav.  IL  63.— Tooloiif .  Hist  ii.  f67.. 
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ed  that  mtfij  oppoation  membert  of  the  legtsfaiHTe  body 
wootd  DQite  themselves.  Supported  by  the  civil  power, 
and  seconded  by  the  armies  of  the  Moselle  and  the  Rhine, 
he  might  have  organized  a  powerful  opposition,  and  re-estab- 
lished the  constitntion.  Bat  every  circumstance  necessary 
to  the  success  of  his  project,  failed  together :  the  enemy,  on 
the  threshold  of  the  empire,  concentrated  all  his  power;  the 
versatile  conduct  of  the  king  and  court  destroyed  ail  confi* 
dence,  and  rendered  all  bis  measures  ineffectual ;  and  the 
habits  of  the  soldiery,  had  taught  them  to  know  no  other 
power  but  the  decrees  of  the  assembly :  every  thing  coi>* 
curred  in  crushing  an  enterprise  which  the  rapidity  of  events 
had  not  afforded  him  time  to  mature,  whose  success,  if  only 
partial,  might  have  opened  the  gates  of  the  frontiers  to  Uie 
enemy,  and  which  it  was  impossible  after  the  events  of  the 
tenth  of  August,  completely  to  eflect  IRs  own  army  now 
divined  the  predicament  in  which  he  was  placed,  and  a  ge* 
neral  consternation  began  to  prevail  in  his  camp.  Those 
regiments  which  had  been  loudest  in  their  accclamations, 
announced  by  their  conduct  that  their  fidelity  was  beginning 
to  waver;  others  murmured  at  their  lot,  and  lamented  th^ir 
situation.  It  was  also  propagated  with  equal  ar^  and  sue* 
cess,  that  a  decree  of  accusation  had  been  promulged  against 
their  commander ;  that  disobedience  to  his  orders  had  now 
become  a  duty ;  and  that  to  recognise  him  any  longer,  was 
to  violate  the  laws.* 

•  Toulon^.  Hiat  France  ii.  260, 70— Hist  Wars  Fr.  Rer.  i,  51, «,  3. 

«<  National  Auemhly,  August  17, 1792. 
*<  Decree  of  accusation  a^inst  M.  Lafajette. 
<*  I.  It  appears  to  this  assembly,  that  there  is  a  just  ground  for  acca- 
tatton  against  M-  Lafajrelte,  heretofore  commander  of  tbe  army  of 
the  north. 

**  II.  Tbe  execattre  power  shall,  in  the  most  expeditions  manner 
possible,  carry  the  present  decree  into  execution  ;  and  ai;  constituted 
natbonlles,  all  citisens,  and  all  soldiers,  are  hereby  enjoined,  by  every 
means  in  their  power,  to  secure  bis  person. 

*^  UL  The  assembly  forbids  tbe  army  of  the  north,  any  longer  to  ac- 
knowledge biia  as  a  general,  or  to  obey  bis  orders ;  and  strictly  enjoins 
that  no  person  whatsoever  shall  furnish  any  tbior  to  the  troops,  or  pay 
any  money  for  their  lase^  b«t  by  the  ordera  of  NL  Donioarier*'^         ^ 
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NotwithBtandihg  the  prevalence  of  theie  acptinwU,  a  g^ 
nerous  feeling  seemed  still  to  actuate  the  hearts  of  an  amy 
that  had  already  resolved  to  abandon  its  general,  and  both 
time  and  opportunity  were  afforded  him  to  provide  for  his 
safety.  In  a  consultation  with  Us  friends,  it  was  on  all  sides, 
allowed  that  it  had  become  impossible  to  support  the  vigo- 
rous measures  which  they  had  determined  to  pursue,  at 
they  were  abandoned  by  the  whole  nation,  and  even  by 
their  own  troops.  Immediate  flight  now  became  necessary 
to  those  who  had  but  so  lately  hoped  to  decide  the  fate  of 
an  empire.  However  inevitable  the  measure,  it  was  with 
reluctance  that  Lafayette  consented  to  embrace  it :  he  was 
not  ignorant  of  the  dangers  which  accompanied  it,  but  be 
hoped,  at  all  events,  to  be  able  to  ensure  the  safety  of  hb 
companions,  and  to  appear  rather  unfortunate  than  culpaUe 
in  the  eyes  of  mankind.  He  accordingly  resolved  on  the 
night  of  the  19th  August,  1792;,  to  set  out,  before  the  dawn 
of  day  should  exhibit  once  more  the  discontent  of  an  army 
formerly  so  much  attached  to  him,  and  which  still  respected 
his  misfortunes  He  mounted  his  hocse,  accompanied  by 
Latour-Maubourg,  the  friend  of  his  youth; — Alexandre 
Lameth,  formerly  his  enemy,  but  now  determined  to  partici- 
pate in  his  fate ;  and  Bureau  de  Puzy,  three  times  presi- 
dent  of  the  constituent  assembly.  When  he  arrived  at  Bou- 
illon, he  sent  back  his  escort,  wrote  from  thence  orders  for 
the  different  posts  occupied  by  his  array,  so  as  to  secure  ita 
safety.  None  of  the  refugees  attempted  to  seduce  a  single 
battalion  to  desert,  and  by  such  base  and  inglorious  means, 
ensure  the  favour  of  the  enemy ;  on  the  contrary,  it  was  their 
sole  wish  to  retire  to  some  distant  country,  and  hope  for 
better  days.* 

The  prime  and  immediate  motive  of  Lafayette,  in  retreat- 
ing from  his  army,  was  to  avoid  the  decree  of  accusation 
which  had  converted  his  adversaries  into  his  judges.  He 
hoped  to  pass  the  posts  of  the  enemy  without  being  disco* 

•  TooioD^.  Hi»t  iL  271.^Wars»  Rev.  1 64 
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irered,  and  flius  gain  the  territory  of  the  republic  of  HoUend. 
He  was  not  driveo,  by  the  enemies  of  liberty,  from  the  land 
en  which  be  had  been  one  of  the  first  to  endeayoor  to  conier 
that  blessing;  it  was  in  the  name  of  that  very  liberty,  that  a 
party,  rather  opposed  to  him  in  principles  than  opinions,  and 
atill  more  in  measures  than  in  principles,  accused  and  pro* 
acribedibr  haTing  endeavoured  to  save  and  defend  the  parti 
from  whom  he  had  conquered  that  liberty.  His  situaticm 
waa  without  example  in  history.  Marius  fled  from  the  pro* 
criptiona  of  Syita,  his  rival  and  personal  enemy ;  the  whigs 
and  the  tories,  the  Gueiphs  and  the  Gibeiins  upheld  oppo* 
site  and -fixed  parties  and  opinions; — they  hated  each  other, 
because  their  effi>rts  were  directed  to  opposite  ends ;  they 
were  rather  adversaries  than  enemies.  In  the  present  case, 
the  question  was  only  a  choice  of  measures,  to  arrive  at 
the  same  admitted  point, — public  liberty ;  but,  as,  in  matters 
of  religion,  the  intolerance  of  seism  is  more  active  and  cruel 
than  that  of  sect,  so  the  rivalry  between  sections  of  the  same 
party,  was  more  bitter  than  between  diflerent  parties. — The 
fate  of  the  brave,  disinterested^  and  patriotic  Lafayette,  is 
little  calculated  to  exalt  our  opinions  of  human  nature :  on 
the  one  hand,  we  behold  him  abandoned  by  the  people  for 
whom  he  had  made  so  many  sacrifices;  on  the  other,  op- 
posed by  a  combination  of  kings,  while  his  attachment  to 
the  cause  of  constitutional  monarchy  was  the  source  of  his 
catanrity.  If  he  had  erred,  his  error  was  the  error  6f  a 
young  and  ingenuous  mind.which,  in  its  ardent  zeal  for  the 
liberty  and  happiness  of  his  fellow-creaturea,  did  not  permit 
hun  to  distinguish  what  was  practicable,  from  what  was  merely 
speculative  and  virionary. 

If,  as  it  has  been  said,  a  more  temperate  and  mature 
judgment  would,  probably,  have  led  him  to  oppose  that  fatal 
degradation  of  the  executive  power,  which  finally  proved 
the  ruin  of  authority,  of  government,  and  of  order,  in  France, 
still  he  was  no  more  to  bbmc  than  tlie  rest  of  the  constitu- 
ent assembly ;  and  thongh  in  his  judgment,  he  may  have 
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erred»  it  must  be  admitted  that  he  iras  always  cofisistent  in 
bis  principles.  Faithful  to  his  oath,  to  his  king,  and  to  hit 
engagements,  he  was  among  the  first  to  oppose  all  seditious 
designs,  and  among  the  most  distinguished  of  those  who  con* 
tended  for  the  maintenance  of  order  and  civil  obedienee. 
To  have  received  with  cordiality,  the  illustrious  supporter  of 
regulated  liberty,  would  have  been  noble  and  magnanimous ; 
—to  imprison  and  persecute  virtue  and  valour  in  distress, 
was  mean  and  dastardly  :  but,  from  Tiberius  to  the  present 
times,  cowardice  has  been  the  uniform  character  of  ty 
ranny.* 

TVhen  Lafayette  diminished  bis  escort,  he  set  out  with 
seven  companion8,t  and  arrived,  after  a  rapid  journey,  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  an  advanced  guard  of  Austrians.  It  was 
extremely  dark,  and  their  horses  being  gjreatty  faitigued  by 
tile  march,  as  well  as  a  heavy  rain,  they  found  it  impossible 
to  proceed  further ;  nor  could  they,  from  the  same  cause,  re- 
trace their  steps,  laying  aside  the  risk  of  pursuit  from  the 
French.  It  was,  therefore,  necessary  to  carry  a  bold  front, 
and  endeavour  to  obtain  permission  tp  pass,  without  dis- 
covering their  ranks  and  names.  Colonel  de  Puzy  advanced, 
and  requested  to  speak  with  the  officer  commanding 
at  Roehefort.  Lieutenant-colonel  count  D'Harnoncourt, 
who  held  the  command,  wishing  to  send  Puzy,  as  all 
emigrants  had  heretofore  been,  to  the  duke  de  Bourbon, 
commander  of  the  neighbouring  posts,  the  colonel  replied  that 
his  companions  and  himself  ought  not  to  be  confounded  with 
the  emigrants  who  bore  arms  against  their  country;  that 
(hey  were  patriotic  officers,  attached  to  the  constitutional 
faws,  who  had,  in  fact.  leil  the  army,  and  who  demanded  per- 
mission to  seek  an  asylum  in  a  country  which  was  not  at  war 
with  France.    D'Harnoncourt,  detaining  Puzy,  sent  orders 

•  Toulon^.  Hist  ii.  272, 3.-^Hift.  Bev.  ^ranee*  li.  67. 
^  f  Tbetd  ware  Lonis  and  Victor  Latour  Mmaboarsp,  Buraaa-df  -  Puzy, 
AkzaaduB  Lametb,  Aogoate  Mawoo»  Rena  PiUel,aiid  Caidigii%n> 
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to  fl>c  rest  to  advance;  which  measure  was  urmvoidabie. 
The}'  %fere  conducted  to  an  inn,  where  Lafayette  was  iin« 
mediately  recognised.  The  commandant  then  told  them 
Chat  it  would  be  impossible  to  depart  before  the  next 
day :  Puzy,  at  once,  entrusted  him  with  their  names,  which» 
however,  he  already  knew,  and  which,  produced,  nothing  but 
some  empty  expressions  of  respect  In  the  mean  time,  a 
number  of  Austrian  hussars  arrived,  and  the  commandant 
infomned  hit  prisoners,  that,  before  they  could  proceed,  it 
was  requisite  to  obtain  permission  from  the  commandant  at 
Namur/  Puzy  accompanied  the  officer  who  was  despatched 
to  that  place.  When  the  commandant  heard  that  Lafayette 
was  taken,  he  burst  forth  into  the  most  extravagant  expressions 
of  joy,  and  refused  to  grant  the  passports  which  Puzy  de* 
manded. 

On  the  twenty-first  of  August,  the  prisoners  were  con- 
ducted to  Namur,  where  the  commandant,  the  marquis  de 
Chasteler,  informed  Lafayette  that  prince  Charles  had  been 
commissioned  by  their  royal  highnesses  to  converse  with  him 
respecting  the  situation  of  France;  aod  insinuated  that,  con- 
sidering the  just  cause  of  complaint  he  had  against  his 
country,  it  was  expected  that  he  would  exhibit  some  marks 
of  it.  "  I  know  not,'*  replied  the  general,  "  whether  such  a 
commission  has  been  given  ;  but  I  do  not  think  that  any  one 
will  dare  to  deliver  it  to  me."  At  that  moment,  prince 
CliHiles  entered.  His  obliging  conversation  was  scarcely 
replied  to  by  the  prisoners  ;  and  when  it  was  requested  that 
the  general  officers  should  remain  alone  together,  they  be- 
came entirely  dumb.  •  "I  think,''  said  M.  de  Chasteler, 
"  that  the  situation  in  which  we  are  placed  is  painful 
to  ail  parties;  and  that  this  visit  had  better  be  closed." 
And  after  the  usual  salutations,  the  commissioner  departed. 

At  Nivelle,  they  were  visited  by  an  Austrian  major, 
commissioned  to  receive  the  treasure  which,  it  was  supposed, 
Lafayette  had  secured,  and  which,  he  remarked,  would  be 
sequestered  in  behalf  of  his  Chistian  majesty :  "  All  that  I  QOk* 
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derstand  6f  this  strange  commission/'  said  Lafayette  to  the 
major,  "  is,  that,  had  he  been  in  my  place,  M.  the  duke  of 
Saxe  Teschen  would  have  stolen  the  military  chest  of  the 
army."  Their  portmanteaus,  however,  were  searched,  and 
not  more  than  the  amount  of  two  months'  pay,  for  each 
officer,  found  in  them. 

I^hus  were  these  distinguished  men  exposed  to  the  great- 
est  indignities,  because  they  had  been  the  friends  of  the  con- 
stitution, instead  of  being  treated  as  prisoners  of  war,  which 
was  the  only  quality  in  which  they  could  have  been  justly  ar» 
rested  and  detained.  A  correspondence  had  taken  place 
with  regard  to  them,  between  the  courts  of  Berlin  and 
Vienna ;  and  it  was  determined  that  they  should  be  givea 
up  to  the  Prussians,  as  their  fortresses  were  nearer,  and  were 
supposed  to  be  able  to  receive  and  guard  them  more  con- 
•  veniently.  They  were  accordingly  conducted  like  criminals, 
in  a  common  cart,  to  Wesel  on  the  Rhine,  where  they  were 
insulted  in  the  most  savage  manner  by  the  populace.  Here 
they  were  put  in  irons,  and  confined  in  separate  cells  of  the 
castle:  they  were  attended  by  non-commissioned  officers, 
who  received  strict  orders  never  to  permit  them  to  remain 
for  a  single  moment  out  of  sight,  nor  to  answer  any  questions 
that  were  put  to  them. 

Lafayette,  Puzy,  and  Laubourg,  experienced  a  long  series 
of  sufferings,  and  the  most  barbarous  usage.  Transferred 
successively  to  Magdeburg,  Glatz,  Neisse,  and  Olcnutz ;  de- 
prived  of  the  first  necessaries  of  life  ;  debarred  from  all  com- 
munication with  each  other; — the  hatred  of  their  persecu- 
tors, in  the  refinement  of  its  revenge,  lost  sight  of  policy  al- 
together. It  cried  aloud,  that  this  excess  of  barbarity  was  a 
warning  to  all  those  who  maintained  similar  opinions,  that 
safety  depended  solely  on  the  power  of  their  arms,  and  that 
the  implacable  passions  of  kings  left  no  room  for  n^otia- 
tion« 

During  his  confinement  at  Wesel,  it  was  intimated  to  La- 
&yette,  by  order  of  the  king  of  Prussia,  that  his  situation 
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would  be  meliorated,  provided  he  would  d^w  up  plans 
against  France;  but  Lafayette  exhibited,  io  an  enei^tic  an* 
ewer,  his  scorn  of  such  a  proposition.  Hence,  the  rigour  of 
bis  confinement  was  increased ;  and  he,  and  his  companions, 
were  soon  after  thrown  into  a  wagon,  and  conveyed  to  the 
dungeons  of  Magdeburg.  The  most  brutal  care  was  taken 
that  they  should  learn  nothing  respecting  their  families,  con- 
cerning whose  fate  they  experienced  the  most  anxious  so- 
licitude, in  consequence  of  the  proscriptions  that  prevailed 
in  France.  They  remained  during  a  whole  year  at  Magde- 
burg, in  a  dark  and  humid  vault,  surrounded  by  high  pal- 
lisades,  shut  up  by  means  of  four  successive  doors,  fortified 
by  iron  bars,  and  fastened  with  padlocks.  Their  fate,  how- 
ever, now  appeared  to  be  milder,  as  they  were  permitted  to 
see  each  other,  and  allowed  to  walk  for  an  hour  each  day, 
on  one  of  the  bastions. 

After  having  been  transported  to  Glatz,  the  prisoners 
were  at  length  trasferred  to  Neisse,  for  the  purpose  of  being 
delivered  up  again  to  Austria :  their  dungeon  was  still  more 
dismal  and  unhealthy  than  any  of  those  they  had  previously 
inhabited.  Alexandre  Lameth,  who  was  dangerously  ill, 
could  not  be  removed  with  his  companions.  His  mother  ob* 
iained  permission  from  Frederick  William,  for  bim  to  remain 
a  prisoner  in  his  states  ;  and  finally  obtained  his  liberty. 

The  Prussians,  at  last,  became  unwilling  to  bear  the  odium 
of  such  unlawful  and  disgraceful  treatment  of  prisoners  of 
war,  entitled  to  every  degree  of  respect  from  their  rank  and 
character;  but  especially  from  the  manner  in  which  they 
had  been  taken.  They,  therefore,  gave  them  up  to  the 
Austrians,  who  finally  transferred  them  to  dark  and  damp 
dungeons  in  the  citadel  of  Olmutz.  The  sufferings  to  which 
Lafayette  was  here  exposed,  in  the  mere  spirit  of  a  barbarous 
levenge,  are  almost  incredible.  He  was  warned  that  he 
would  never  again  see  any  thing  but  the  four  walls  of  hit 
dungeon;  that  be  would  never  receive  news  of  events  or 
persons :  that  his  name  would  be  unknown  in  the  citadel 
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tnd  that  in  all  accounts  of  him  sent  to  court,  he  would  bedo^ 
signaled  only  by  a  number;  that  he  would  never  receive  aof 
nolice  of  his  family,  or  of  the  existence  of  bis  fellow* 
prisoners.  At  the  same  time,  knives  and  forks  were  removed 
from  him,  as  .he  was  officially  informed,  that  his  situatioQ 
was  one  which  would  naturally  lead  him  to  suicide.* 

Thus  was  the  patriotism  of  Lafayette  punished  by  priva- 
tions and  hardships  which  exceeded  the  rigours  of  inqui* 
sitorial  severity.  But  he  was  sustained  by  a  firm  mind  and 
quiet  conscience ;  and  bore  his  misfortunes  with  manly  re* 
signalion.  His  sufferings  were  of  no  ordinary  ntagnitude. 
The  walls  of  his  dungeon  were  twelve  feet  thick  ;  and  air 
was  admitted  through  an  opening  two  feet  square,  secured 
at  each  end  by  transverse  massive  iron  bars.  A  broad 
ditch  was  situated  directly  before  these  loop-holes,  which 
was  covered  with  water  only  when  it  rained  ;  at  other  times* 
it  was  a  stagnant  marsh,  constantly  emitting  a  poisonous, 
effluvium :  beyond  this,  were  the  outer  walls  of  the  castle* 
BO  that  the  slightest  breeze  could  never  refresh  the  mis* 
erable  captives,  although  the  heat  was  almost  insupportable. 
Sentinels,  with  loaded  muskets,  were  stationed  on  these  walk, 
who  were  prohibited  to  speak  a  word  with  them,  and  or- 
dered to  shoot  them  dead,  if  they  attempted  an  escape.  A 
strong  guard  was  also  posted  before  the  door  of  the  prison* 
ers,  who  were  forbidden,  while  on  duty,  either  to  sing,  speak, 
or  whistle. 

Each  cell  had  two  doors,  one  of  iron,  the  other  of  wood, 
nearly  two  feet  thick ;  and  both  were  covered  with  bolts, 
bars,  and  double  padlocks.  When  the  jailer,  twice  a  day, 
brought  their  wretched  pittance,  it  was  scrupulously  ex- 
amined, to  discover  if  there  was  any  note  or  communication 
whatever  contained  in  it.  A  miserable  bed  of  rotten  straw, 
filled  with  vermin,  together  with  a  broken  chair,  and  an  old 

•  North  American  Review,  January,  1826,  p.  IB4,  -Wars  Fr.  Rev.  ii 
57-8.  Mem — Lafayette,  lt6-7. 
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woim^etten  tible,  fcrmed  Che  whole  fiumiture  of  each  apart- 
nent  The  cells  were  eight  or  ten  paces  deep,  and  six  or 
eight  wide ;  and  when  it  rained,  the  water  flowed  througfi 
llie  loop-holes,  and  off  the  walls,  in  such  quantities,  that  tbej 
would  sometimes  awake  in  the  morning,  wet  to  the  skin. 
When  the  sun  did  not  shine,  which  happened  ver^  frequent- 
ly in  this  wet  country,  the  prisoners  remained  almost  in 
total  darkness  during  the  whole  day.* 

After  three  different  attestations  on  the  part  of  physicians, 
pointing  out  the  indispensable  necessity  of  fresh  air  for  La- 
fayette, he  was  permitted  to  walk  in  the  fortress. 

His  sufferings,  indeed,  proved  almost  beyond  his  strength. 
The  want  of  air  and  decent  food,  and  the  loathsome  damp- 
ness and  filth  of  his  dungeon,  brought  him  more  than  once 
to  the  borders  of  the  grave.  His  frame  was  wasted  bj 
diseases,  of  which,  for  a  long  period,  not  the  slightest  notice 
was  taken ;  and,  on  one  occasion,  he  was  reduced  so  low» 
that  his  hair  fell  from  him  entirely  by  the  excess  of  his  suA 
ferings.  At  the  same  time,  his  estates  in  France  were  con- 
fiscated, his  wife  cast  into  prison,  and  Fat/etteisme,  as  adhe- 
rence to  the  constitution  was  called,  was  punished  with 

death.t 

But  his  friends  were  not  inactive.     In  June,  1794.  they 

prevailed  on  Dr.  Erick  Bellman,  whose  adventurous 
and  philanthropic  spirit  easily  led  him  to  engage  in  the 
affairs  of  Lafayette,  to  proceed  to  Germany,  ascertain  what 
bad  been  the  fate  of  the  unfortunate  patriot,  and.  if  he  were 
still  alive,  to  endeavour  to  procure  his  escape;  By  great 
address  and  courage,  he  affected  the  escape  of  count  Nar- 
bonne  from  France,  after  the  horrible  massacres  of  the  tenth 
of  August,  1792, and  succeeded  in  conveying  him  safely  to 
England.  In  1793,  he  had  made  an  unsuccessful  attempt  to 
procure  the  liberation  of  Lafayette,  by  presenting  a  me- 
morial  to  the  king  of  Prussia,  which  was  rejected. 

^Mein.  of  Lafeyette,  pp.  197-8»  9. 
t  North  American  Beview,  No.  40|  p.  106. 
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TraTeniDg  Germany  in  the  character  of  a  tnvdler  m 
pnrvuit  of  instruction  and  knowledge,  be  ascertained  that 
Lafayette  had  been  surrendered  to  the  Austrian  government, 
and  taken  the  route  toward  Olmutz  *  Having  reconnoitred 
the  country  along  the  frontier,  he  selected  Tamowitz,  as  a 
phce  of  temporary  retreat,  in  case  an  opportunity  should 
occur  of  rescuing  the  prisoner  from  captivity.  This  point 
determined  in  his  mind,  he  proceeded  toward  Olmotz,  a 
strong  Austrian  fortress  in  Moravia,  on  the  high  road  to 
Yienna,  from  which  it  is  distant  about  one  hundred  and  fifty 
miles. 

At  this  period,  the  Austrian  police,  more  rigorous  than  that 
of  any  country  in  Europe,  France,  probably  excepted,  was 
even  more  vratchful  than  usual,  because  the  events  in  France, 
and  those  in  Poland,  where  a  revolution  had  just  been  crush- 
ed by  the  united  efforts  of  the  surrounding  powers,  rendered 
all  governments  uneasy.  Under  such  circumstances,  the 
utmost  caution  was  indispensable  to  success,  and  information 
became  the  more  difficult  to  obtain,  as  all  direct  inquiry 
would  inevitably  have  led  to  suspicion.  At  Olmutz,  how* 
ever.  Dr.  Bollman  ascertained  that  several  state  prisoners 
were  kept  in  the  citadel,  with  a  degree  of  caution  and  mys- 
tery, which  must  have  been  not  unlike  that  used  toward  the 
half  fabulous  personage  in  the  iron  mask.  It  seemed  highly 
probable  that  Lafayette  was  one  of  them,  and  acting  upon  this 
supposition,  the  doctor  visited  the  hospital,  and  endeavoured 
to  form  an  acquaintance  with  the  first  surgeon :  he  knew  that 
the  health  of  the  prisoner  was  delicate ;  that  he  would  not  omit 
seeking  medical  aid ;  and  that,  of  all  the  medical  men  in 
Olmutz,  this  military  surgeon  was  the  most  likely  to  perform 
that  office. 

*The  fiarraitiTSof  the  untuccewful  attempt  to  retone  Lalkyette,  ii  in 
a«V8tADce»  extracted  from  aa  accouiit  of  that  noble  a(Kdr,  publitlied  m 
the  Port  Folio*  vol.  xxii.  p.  93,  and  written  bj  Dr  Bollman  himielf : 
hence  iti  authenticity  i«  indubitable,  adthoogh  it  varies  fivm  other  i 
ratiyet  lately  pnbliihed  in  the  oonntry. 
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T^tt  surgeon  proved  to  be  a  man  of  intelligence,  probity^ 
und  feeling.  After  several  interviews,  when  tbe  conversa- 
tion  turned  on  tbe  eflect  of  moral  impressions  on  tbe  consti- 
tutidn,  Dr.  Bollmann.  drawing  a  pamphlet  from  his  pockety 
abruptly  said, "  Since  we  are  on  the  subject,  you  attend  the 
atate-prisoners  here.  Lafayette  is  among  them:  his  health 
is  much  impaired.  Show  him  this  pamphlet.  Tell  him  a 
traveller  left  it  with  you,  who  lately  saw  in  London  all  (he 
persons  named  in  it,  his  particular  friends :  that  they  are 
well,  and  continue  attached  to  him  as  much  as  ever.  This 
intelligence  will  do  him  more  good  than  all  your  drugs/'-^ 
At  tbe  same  moment,  he  laid  the  pamphlet  on  the  table,  and 
perceiving  that  the  surgeon  knew  not  rightly  what  to  reply, 
changed  the  conversation,  and  shortly  after  left  him. 

The  manner  of  the  surgeon  convinced  him  that  Lafayette 
was  at  Olmutz ;  and  he  knew  the  latter  would  devise  means 
to  improve  the  opportunity,  should  he  receive  the  pamphlet 
In  a  few  days,  tbe  surgeon  mentioned,  of  his  own  accord, 
that  Lafayette  wished  to  learn  some  further  particulars  re« 
specting  the  situation  of  one  or  two  of  them,  whom  he  named. 
On  hearing  this  the  doctor,  appearing  to  have  accidentally 
about  him  some  white  paper,  but  which,  in  fact,  had  been 
prepared  for  the  emergency,  satimmediately  down,  and  wrote 
a  few  lines  in  French,  which  language  the  sui^eon  understood, 
in  reply  to  the  inquiries  made,  and  finished  with  the  sentence, 
"  I  am  gl^d  of  the  opportunity  of  addressing  you  these  words, 
which,  when  read  with  your  usual  warmth,  will  afford  to  a 
heart  like  yours  some  consolation."  The  paper  had  been 
previously  written  over  with  sympathetic  ink,  a  writing  in« 
visible  unless  brought  out  by  the  application  of  heat.  The 
slight  hint  conveyed  in  the  last  sentence  sufficed ;  Lafayette 
became  acquainted  with  his  projects;  and  his  readiness  to 
serve  him  in  any  practicable  way.  But  tbe  mode  could  be 
pointed  out  only  by  the  prisoner,  as  he  alone,  from  witbin» 
eoold  judge  what  might  be  attempted,  with  any  chance  ot 
au^ess,  from  without 
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To  guard  ag&iast  suspicion,  the  doctcHr,  on  the  day  foitow* 
ing,  proceeded  to  Vieaaa,  where  be  recaained  a  connderable 
time,  but  confided  bin  design  to  no  person  whatever.  He 
bed  a  carriage  constructed  there,  in  which  were  contriyed 
convenient  places  for  coayeyiog  secretly  a  variety  of  arti- 
cles, such  as  rope-ladders,  cords,  a  number  of  tools  for  cut- 
ting iron  bars^  and  for  similar  purposes.  These  general  pre- 
parations being  made,  he  visited  several  gentlemen  on  their 
estates  in  Moravia,  and  took  an  opportunity  of  again  touch- 
ing at  Olmutz,  where  he  called  on  the  surgeon,  who  returned 
him  the  pamphlet,  formerly  left  for  Lafayette.  On  ei- 
amining  lU  he  found  that  the  margin  had  been  wntten  over 
with  sympathetic  ink,  (lime-juice,)  and,  ou  applying  beat, 
learned  that  the  captive,  on  account  of  his  enfeebled  state 
of  health,  after  repeated  applications,  had  at  laat  obtained 
permission  to  take  an  airing,  in  a  carriage,  at  stated  days  ui 
the  week*  accompanied  by  a  niilitary  guard;  and  that  by  &• 
the  easiest  mode  to  restore  him  to  liberty,  would  be  to  at- 
tack the  guard  on  one  of  thes^  excursions  and  then  to  take 
him  off. 

Having  ascertained  for  his  guidance,  that  Lafayette,  in 
taking  his  ride,  sat  in  an  open  carriage,  with  an  officer  by 
his  side,  a  driver  on  the  box,  and  two  armed  soldiers  stand- 
ing behind.  Dr.  BoUman  returned  to  Vienna/  As  it  was 
indispensable  to  have,  at  least,  one  coadjutor,  he  communi- 
cated his  project  to  a  young  American  gentleman,  by  the 
Dame  of  Francis  Kinlock  Huger,  who  had  often  mentioned 
to  him,  in  conversation,  that  Lafayette,  on  arriving  in  Ame- 
rica, first  landed  at  his  father's  house,  and  there  used  oftea 
to  have  him  on  his  keees,  when  a  boy.  He  was  a  young  man 
of  uncommon  talent,  decision,  and  enthusiasm ;  possessed  of 
a  warm  heart  and  a  resolute  mind ;  and  he  ^t'  once  entered 
into  the  whole  design,  and  devoted  himself  to  its  executioA 
with  the  most  romantic  earnestness. 

Having  agreed  on  a  plan,  they  publicly  announced  (heir 
intention  of  returning  to  England  together;  two  saddle 
horses  were  purchased,  and  a  steady  groom  was  engaged  to 
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•Itoiid  UieDL  TbiMi  MMnetiines  seoding  the  gioom  a  rtttioo 
or  two  forward,  with  the  carriage;  at  others,  leaving  him  to 
bring  up  the  horses  slowly,  while  they  pushed  onward  ia 
the  carriage,  they  arrived  at  Olmqtz. 

These  were  the  only  two  persons  on  the  cootinei^  except 
Lalayette  himself,  who  had  the  alightest  auspieioa  of  any  ar<* 
rangements  for  his  rescue,  and  neither  of  these  persons  knew 
bim  by  sight  When  they  reached  Olmutz,  the  doctor  imme* 
diateiy  visited  the  sui^geon,  and,  knowing  the  day  when  the 
manuals  was  to  take  bit  .ride,  mentioned  to  him  the  same  day 
aa  the  one  on  which  he  intended  to  continue  his  journey. 
On  that  day,  (eighth  November,  1794,)  the  groom  was  det* 
palcbed»at  an  early  hour,  to  Hoff,  a  post-town  about  twenty* 
fire  mites  distant,  with  orders  to  have  fresh  horses  in  readi- 
ness at  ibur. o'clock.  It  had  been  concerted  between  the 
parties,  that,  to  avoid  all  mistakes  when  the  rescue  should 
be  attempted,  each  should  take  off  his  bat  and  wipe  his  fore- 
head, in  token  of  recognition. 

Their  saddle  horses  were  now  ready  at  the  inn»  and  Mn 
Huger  feigned  some  business  near  the  town-gate,  in  order  to 
watch  the  moment  when  the  carriage  should  pass.  As  soon 
as  he  saw  it,  he  hastened  back  to  the  inn.  Our  adventurers 
mounted,  and  followed  it  at  some  distance,  armed  only  with  a 
pair  of  pistols,  and  those  not  loaded  with  ball.  Their  success 
was  calculated  on  surprise,  and,  under  all  the  circumstances 
of  the  case,  to  take  any  person's  life  would  have  been  unjus- 
tifiable, useless,  and  imprudent. 

They  rode  by  the  carriage,  and  then  slackening  their 
pace  and  allowing  it  again  to  go  ahead,  exchanged  signals 
with  the  prisoner.  At  two  or  three  miles  from  the  gate, 
the  carriage  left  the  high  road,  and  passed  into  a  leas  fre- 
quented tract  in  the  midst  of  an  open  country  :  the  plain 
was  covered  with  labouring  people.  Presently  the  carriage 
stopped.  Lafayette  and  the  officer  stepped  out,  and  walked 
arm  in  arm,  probably  to  give  the  former  more  opportunity 
bf  exercise.    The  carriage,  with  the  guard,  drove  slowly 
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on»  but  remained  in  sight.  This  was  evidently  tibe  moment 
for  their  attempt.  The  two  companions  galloped  up ;  and 
the  doctor,  dismounting,  left  his  horse  with  Huger.  At  the 
same  instant,  Lafayette  laid  hold  of  the  officer  s  sword,  b«i 
could  only  half  draw  it' from  the  scabbard,  as  the  officer,  a 
stout  man,  had  seized  it  also.  The  doctor  joining,  be  wat 
presently  disarmed ;  but  he  then  grasped  Lafayette,  held 
him  with  all  his  might,  and  set  up  a  tremendous  roaring,  no4 
unlike  that  of  Mars  in  the  Iliad.  The  guard,  on, hearing  it, 
instead  of  coming  to  his  assistance,  fled  to  alarm  the  citadeL 
The  people  in  the  field  stood  aghast.  A  scuffle  ensued.-*- 
Huger  passed  the  bridles  of  the  two  horses  over  one  arm, 
and  with  the  other  hand,  thrust  his  handkerchief  into  the 
officer's  mouth,  to  stop  the  noise.  The  officer,  the  prisoner, 
and  the  doctor  came  to  the  ground.  The  doctor,  kneeling' 
on  the  officer,  kept  him  down  whUe  the  general  rose. 

All  would  now  have  been  well,  but  one  of  the  horses,  la- 
king  fright  at  the  scene  and  noise,  had  reared,  slipped  hs 
bridle,  and  ran  off!  A  countryman  caught  him,  and  was 
holding  him  at  a  considerable  distance.  The  docter^  still 
keeping  down  the  officer,  handing  a  purse  to  the  general, 
requested  him  to  mount  the  horse  left;  and  Mr.  Huger  told 
him,  in  English,  to  go  to  Hoff.  He  mistook  what  was  said 
to  him  for  a  nfK)re  general  direction  to  go  o^— delayed  a 
moment  to  see  if  he  could  not  assist  them — then  went  on«-« 
then  rode  back  again,  and  asked  once  more  if  he  could  be 
of  no  service — and  finally,  urged  anew,  galloped  away,  and 
was  out  of  sight  in  a  minute. 

The  officer,  recovering  from  his  panic,  fled  toward  Ol- 
mutz.  The  doctor  and  Mr.  Huger  recovered  the  horse  that 
bad  escaped,  and  both  mounted  him,  intending  to  follow  and 
assist  Lafayette.  But  the  animal,  less  docile  and  tractable 
than  the  other,  which  had  been  trained  to  carry  two  persons, 
refused  to  perform  this  task,  reared,  and  bounded,  and 
presently  threw  both.  Mr.  Huger  immediately  exclaimed, 
^  This  will  not  do  I  The  marquis  wants  yon.    Push  on ;  I'll 
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trite  mj  chance  on  foot  acnm  the  country.*'  Tht  doctor 
pushed  forward,  and  Mr.  Huger,  who  now  had  little  chance 
of  escape,  was  toon  seized  bj  the  peasants,  who  had  wit** 
nessed  ttie  scene,  and  conducted  to  OlmubE.  These  acci- 
dents  defeated  their  romantic  enterprise.  Dr.  Bolimaaa 
easily  arrived  at  Hoff ;  but  not  finding  Lafayette  there,  and 
being  anxious  to  receive  some  intelligence  of  him,  although 
he  might  readily  have  secured  himself  by  proceeding  to 
Tamowitz,  he  lingered  about  the  frontiers,  'till  the  next 
night,  when  he  too  was  arrested,  by  order  of  the  Prussian 
authority,  at  the  requisition  of  Austria. 

Lafayette  remained  unpursued :  he  had  tsken  a  wrong 
road,  which  led  to  Jagersdofil  a  placetni  the  Prussian  frontier, 
and  followed  it  as  long  as  his  horse  could  proceed.  He  was 
within  a  few  miles  of  the  boundary  of  Austrian  rule  and  per^ 
ceiving  that  his  horse  could  go  no  farther,  he  accosted  a  mafti 
whom  be  overtook  on  the  road>  not  far  from  a  village,  and> 
ooder  some  pretext,  endeavoured  to  prevail  on  him  to  procure 
hhn  another  horse,  and  to  attend  biro  to  the  frontier.  The 
roan  apparently  agreed,  and  went  to  the  villagefor  the  horse* 
But  the  general  had  awakened  suspicion  by  his  accent,  his  ap* 
pearance,  his  request,  and  his  money.  The  man  promptly 
returned  from  the  village,  but  he  came  with  a  force  to  ar« 
rest  the  marquis,  and  conducted  him  before  a  magistrate. 
During  three  days,  the  period  of  his  detention  there,  his 
name  was  at  last  recognized  by  an  officer  from  Olmutz^  to 
which  fortress  he  was  re-conducted. 

All  three  of  the  prisoners  were  separately  confined,  without 
being  permitted  to  know  any  thii^  of  each  other's  fate.  Mr. 
Huger  was  chained  to  the  floor,  in  a  small  arched  dungeon, 
about  six  feet  by  eight,  without  light,  and  with  only  bread 
and  water  for  food ;  and  once  in  six  hours,  by  day  and  bjr 
night,  the  guard  entered,  and  with  a  lamp,  examined  each 
brick,  and  each  link  of  his  chains.  To  his  earnest  request 
to  know  something  of  Dr<  Bollmann,  and  to  learn  whether 
La&yette  had  escaped,  he  received  no  answer  at  alL    To 
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his  itill  more  ^rnttt  tolicitation  to  be  permitCed  to  teuA  to 
Ui  mother  in  America,  merely  fhe  words  **1  am  alive" 
signed  with  his  name,  he  received  a  mde  refusal. — Dr. 
BoHman  was  also  pot  in  chains,  and  conducted  to  a  dismal 
dungeon,  half  under  ground.  Only  a  iaint  light  broke  into 
it,  through  a  narrow,  oblique  aperture,  made  in  a  wall  up- 
wards of  five  feet  thick.  When  he  laid  down  at  night, 
chained  to  the  walls,  he  was  attacked  by  myriads  of  fam« 
ished  vermin.  Neither  candle  light,  nor  books,  were  allow- 
ed him,  and  his  food  was  limited]  to  what  could  be  pro* 
cured  for  four  cents  per  day.  In  this  dreadful  situation  be 
remained  more  than  two  months,  wiAout  any  communica- 
tion with  any  person  whatever  except  the  jailer,  nor  did  be 
ever  from  him  learn  the  fiite  <rf  Mr.  Huger.  In  fact,  at  first, 
every  degree  of  brutal  severity  was  practised  against  both 
of  them ;  but,  afterwards,  this  severity  was  relaxed.  They 
were  placed  nearer  together,  where  they  could  communis 
eate  with  each  other ;  and  their  trial,  which  was  protracted 
during  the  whole  winter,  was  begun  with  all  the  tedious 
formalities,  that  could  be  prescribed  by  Austrian  fear  and 
caution ;  for  they  had  dreamed,  in  Vienna,  of  a  deep*rooted 
plot,  and  wide-extended  conspiracy,  and  could  not  believe 
that  such  an  attempt  would  be  made  merely  by  two  individ- 
uals, and  without  any  other  design  than  simply  that  of  re- 
storing a  man  to  frealom  and  io  his  friends. — By  the  pow- 
erful, but  unknown  intercessions  of  many  of  the  personal 
friends  of  Dr.  Bollman,  in  Vienna,  but  particularly  through 
the  influence  of  count  Metrowsky,  a  nobleman  living  near 
the  prison,  the  rigour  of  their  treatment  was  not  only  great- 
ly mitigated,  but,  on  the  conclusion  of  their  trial,  they  were 
merely  sentenced  to  two  weeks  additional  confinement,  after 
having  been  already  imprisoned  during  eight  naonths. — The 
doctor  and  Mr.  Huger  received  many  flattering  marks  of 
kindness  and  good  will,  even  at  Olmntz,  before  their  de- 
parture, and  tiieir  progress  through  Germany  was  a  kind  of 
triumph,  though  embittered  by  the  recollection  of  the  con* 
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tiDued  captivltj  or  Lafayette.  A  few  hours  after  they  had 
left  Olmutz,  an  order  came  from  Vienna,  directing  a  new 
trial,  which,  under  the  management  of  the  ministers,  would 
of  course,  have  ended  very  diflcrently  from  the  one  mana« 
ged  by  Count  Metrowsky;  but  the  prisoners  were  already 
beyond  the  limits  of  the  Austrian  dominions.* 

Lafayette,  in  the  meanwhile,  was  thrown  back  into  his' 
obscure  and  ignominious  sufierings,  with  hardly  a  hope  that 
they  could  be  terminated,  except  by  death.  The  irons 
were  so  closely  fastened  around  his  ankles,  that  for  three 
months  he  endured  the  most  excruciating  torture.  During 
the  winter  of  1794--5,  which  was  extremely  severe,  he  was 
reduced  almost  to  the  last  extremity  by  a  violent  fever ;  and 
yet  was  deprived  of  proper  attendance,  of  air,  of  suitable 
food,  and  of  decent  clothes.  In  this  state  he  was  allowed 
nothing  for  his  bed  but  a  little  damp  and  mouldy  straw; 
round  his  tyaist  was  a  chain,  which  was  fastened  to  the  wall» 
and  barely  permitted  him  to  turn  from  one  side  to  the  other. 
No  light  was  admitted  into  his  cell,  and  he  was  even  refu* 
aed  the  smallest  allowance  of  linen.  Worn  down  by  dis- 
ease and  the  rigour  of  the  season,  he  became  miserably 
emaciated.  To  increase  his  miseries,  almost  insupporta* 
ble  mental  anxieties  were  added  to  his  physical  distresses^ 
He  was  made  to  believe  that  he  was  only  reserved  for  a 
public  execution,  and  that  his  chivalrous  deliverers  had  al* 
ready  perished  on  the  scafTold ;  while,  at  the  same  time,  he 
was  not  permitted  to  know  whether  his  family  were  strll 
alive,  or  had  fallen  under  the  revolutionary  axe,  of  which, 
during  the  few  days  he  was  out  of  his  dungeon,  be  had  heard 
•uch  appalling  accounts.! 

Madame  de  Lafayette,  however  was  nearer  to  him  than 
he  could  imagine  to  be  possible.  She,  together  with  her  two 
daughters,  Anastasia  and  Virginia,  had  been  confined  in  the 

*  North  American  Beview,  January,  IStS. 
f  Mem.  of  Lafayttte,  p.  190— 19t.— North  Americaa  Review,  Ja» 
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prisons  of  Paris.  The  twen^-seventh  of  July,  1794,  (oiafb 
Thermidor,)  put  an  end  to  the  reign  of  terror,  and  the  greater 
part  of  the  victims  who  had  been  doomed  to  the  scaffi>ld,  were 
released  from  prison ;  but  madame  de  Lafayette  was  not  li- 
berated for  several  months  after,  having  been  more  than  a  year 
and  a  half  in  confinement.  Notwithstanding  the  bad  state  of 
her  health,  and  the  earnest  solicitations  of  her  friends  that  she 
would  remain  a  few  months  in  the  country,  in  order  to  re-es- 
tablish it,  she  remained  deaf  to  all  their  prayers,  and  inexorsr 
ble  in  her  determination  to  carry  immediate  consolation  to  the 
dungeon  of  her  persecuted  husband*  Sending  her  eldest  son 
(George  Washington)  for  safety,  to  the  care  of  general  Wash- 
ington in  America,  she  set  out,  accompanied  by  her  two 
daughters,  in  disguise,  and  with  American  passports.  Anastasia, 
the  eldest,  was  then  ^teen,  and  Virginia,  the  youngest,  thirteen 
years  of  age. 

Passing  under  the  name  of  Mrs.  Motier  die  landed  at  Alu>- 
na,  on  the  nintli  of  September,  1795,  and  proceeding  imme- 
diately to  Vienna,  obtained  an  audience  of  the  emperor,  who 
gave  them  permission,  as  it  now  seems  probable,  against  the 
intentions  of  his  ministers,  to  join  Lafayette  in  prison,  but  abso- 
lutely refused  to  liberate  him  ;  observing,  '^  J'ai  les  mains  lieesJ* 
(My  bands  are  tied.)  They  went  instantly  to  Olmutz:  butbe^ 
fore  they  could  enter,  they  were  deprived  of  whatever  they  had 
brought  with  them  to  alleviate  the  miseries  of  a  dungeon,  and 
required,  if  they  should  pass  its  threshold,  never  again  to  leave 
it.  They  were  treated  with  the  greatest  inhumanity,  and  re- 
fused liberty  to  hear  mass  on  Sundays,  or  to  have  a  servant  to 
attend  them.  Madame  de  Lafayette's  health  soon  sunk  under 
the  complicated  horrors  and  sufferings  of  her  loathsome  im- 
prisonment, and  she  wrote  to  Vienna  for  permission  to  pass  a 
week  in  the  capital,  to  breathe  purer  air,  and  obtain  medical 
assistance.  Two  months  after  this,  the  commandant  made  his 
appearance  for  the  first  time,  and  after  giving  orders  that  the 
two  young  ladies  should  be  confined  to  a  particular  chamber. 
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bformed  mad^rae  de  Lafayette  that  no  objection  vrould  be 
made  to  her  leaving  her  husband,  but  that,  if  she  should  do  so, 
fihe  must  never  return  to  him.  There  was  a  degree  of  refine^ 
ment  in  this  bgenious  mode  of  heaping  afflictions  upon  the  head 
of  the  unfortunate,  which  almost  outrivalled  m  iniquity  all  that 
had  ever  been  written  to  depict  the  oppression  of  tyranny. 
The  heroic  woman  seized  a  pen,  and  immediately  and  formal- 
ly signed  her  consent  and  determination  "t6  share  his  captivi- 
ty in  all  its  details,"  being  "  fully  determined  never  again  to  ex- 
pose herself  to  die  horrors  of  another  separation.*'  Never  af- 
terwards did  she  make  an  effi)rt  to  leave  him.  After  this 
period,  no  complaints  whatever  were  heard  from  the  unhappy 
sufierers,  who  uihaled  in  their  dungeons,  an  air  thoroughly  im« 
pregnated  with  tlie  most  noxious  effluvium.  The  situation  of 
the  two  lovely  daughters  was  horrible. — Not  allowed  to  be  con- 
fined with  their  parents,  they  were  guarded  in  separate  dun- 
geons ;  and,  by  a  confinement  of  sixteen  hours,  they  purch  st  d 
the  melancholy  satisfaction  of  being  with  their  father  and 
motlier  during  the  remaining  eight  hours,  of  the  day.  But, 
with  all  those  soft  endearments  which  fall  so  sweetly  from  the 
lips  of  young  and  ardess  women,  they  helped  to  assuage,  by 
their  touching  sympathy,  those  keener  sorrows  which  refused 
to  yield  to  the  voice  of  philosophy.* 

'^  The  history  of  female  virtue  and  female  heroism,"  says 
M.  de  Stael,  "  presents  nothing  more  rare  in  excellence,  than 
the  life  and  character  of  madame  de  Lafayette."  Her  name 
will  be  revered  so  long  as  virtue  commands  respect  and 
admiration.  She  has,  in  our  days,  revived  the  name  of 
Arria,  who  devested  herself  of  the  weakness  of  her  sex,  to 
bear  all  the  oppression  v;^ich  a  Claudius  or  a  Nero  could 
inflict.  She  composed  hers^/f  for  death  in  the  arms  and  in 
the  dungeon  of  her  husband ;  but  his  deliverance  produced 
a  reprieve  to  a  life  so  precious.     He  bore  her  to  her  nauve 

•Pari.  Chron.  zvi,  378-9,  380,  394.'Wan  Rev.  i,  Note,  69,  eO^P«t 
Velio,  BX,  609^^Noilh  Amerieen  Review,  Juiaery,  188&. 
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France,  to  her  own  patrimonial  woodi  of  La  Grange*  Re* 
Tived,  not  rescued,  she  lived  to  behold  the  retbm  of  her 
brave  aoo,  the  reunion  of  her  familji  and  then  sunk  into  the 
tomb. 

Another  attempt  was  made  to  eflect  the  liberation  of  La- 
fayette. When  the  emperor  of  Austria,  in  refusing  the  li- 
berty of  her  husband  to  Madam  de  Lafayette,  told  her  thai 
*'his  hands  were  tied/'  he  could,  of  course,  allude  to  no  law 
or  constitution  of  his  empire,  and,  therefore,  his  hands  could 
only  be  tied  by  engagements  with  his  allies  in  the  war  against 
France.  England  was  one  of  those  allies ;  and,  thereforei 
general  Fitzpatrick,  in  the  house  of  commons,  on  the  seven* 
teenth  March,  1794,  and  again  on  the  sixteenth  December, 
1796,  after  a  feeling  and  eloquent  introduction,  moved, 
**  That  an  humble  address  be  presented  to  bis  majesty,  re* 
presenting  to  his  majesty,  that  it  appeared  to  that  house  that 
the  detention  of  general  Lafayette,  Alexandre  Lameth,  Bu« 
reau  de  Puzy,  and  Latour  Maubourg,  in  prison,  by  order  of 
his  majesty's  ally,  the  king  of  Prussia,  was  injurious  to  hia 
majesty,  and  the  cause  of  his  allies  ;  and  humbly  to  beseech 
his  majesty  most  graciously  to  intercede  in  such  a  manner 
as  to  his  royal  wisdom  shall  seem  most  proper,  for  the  de^* 
liverance  of  these  unhappy  persons/'  He  was  supported 
by  colonel  Tarleton,  who  had  fought  against  Lafayette  in 
Virginia,  by  Wilberfarce,  by  Fox,  Sheridan,  and  Grey ,'  and 
opposed  by  Pitt,  the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer,  Burke, 
"Windham,  the  secretary  at  war,  and  Mr.  secretary  Dundas. 
Mr.  Fox  pleaded  the  cause  of  Lafayette  with  the  most  rm« 
passioned  eloquence.  The  British  parliament  heard  that 
sublime  speech,  and  yet  the  representatives  of  a  free  coun<* 
try  did  not  rise  in  a  body  to  accede  to  the  proposition  of 
the  orator,  who,  on  this  occasion,  should  have  been  imlj 
flieir  interpreter.  The  mrnisters  opposed  the  motions  of 
general  Fitzpatrick  by  saying,  as  usual,  that  the  captivity  of 
.general  Lafayette  concerned  the  powers  of  the  continent, 
and  that  England,  h»  meddling  with  it,  would  violate  Ike 
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fMMral  principle  which  forbade  her  to  interfere  in  the  ii^ 
leriial  administration  of  foreign  coantries.  Mr.  Fox  admi« 
rably  conibatted  this  wiljand  evasive  answer;  but,  both 
motions  were  finally  lost.*  One  good  effect,  however,  ibl* 
lowed  from  theiia.  A  solemn  and  vehement  discussion,  in 
which  the  emperor  of  Austria  found  no  apologist,  had  been 
held  in  the  face  of  all  Europe ;  and  all  Europe  was,  of 
course,  informed  of  the  suiTeringv  of  Lafiijette,  in  the  most 
solemn  and  authentic  way.  . 

The  illustrious  individual  who  presided  over  the  govern- 
ment of  the  United  States,  did  not  forget,  in  the  dut^eoos  of 
despots,  the  gallant  soldier,  with  whom  he  had  fought,  side 
by  side,  on  the  plains  of  America.  During  the  first  year  of 
Lafayette's  imprisonment,  in  1793»  two  letters  were  ad^* 
dressed  to  the  American  ministers  at  London  and  Paris,  re* 
spectively,  at  the  sole  instance  of  the  president,  stating  tho 
interest  taken  by  the  president,  and  people  of  the  United 
States  in  the  fate  of  the  Marquis  de  Lafayette,  and  requiring 
them  to  avail  themselves  of  every  opportunity  of  sounding 
the  way  toward  his  liberation,  which  they  were  to  endea« 
vour  to  obtain  by  informal  solicitations ;  but  if  formal  ones 
should  be  necessary,  they  were  to  watch  the  moment  when 
they  might  be  uiged  with  the  best  prospect  of  success.  In 
iact,  the  attachment  of  these  illustrious  personages  to  each 
other,  yielded  neither  to  time,  nor  to  the  remarkable  vicis* 
situdes  of  fortnne  with  which  the  destinies  of  one  of  them  had 
been  chequered.  The  extreme  jealousy,  however,  with 
which  the  persons  who  administered  the  government  of 
France,  as  well  as  a  large  party  in  America,  watched  Hm 
deportment  of  Washington  toward  all  those  whom  the  fe« 
rocious  despotism  of  the  Jacobins  had  exiled  from  theit 
country,  imposed  apon  him  the  painful  neceuity  of  observe 
Ting  great  circumspection  in  hts  official  conduct  on  this  deli* 
eate  subject  A  formal  interposition  in  favour  of  the  virtiioua 

•  The  motion  on  lereateenth  March,  1794,  was  lost,  40  to  153.^ 
Fari'  Chron.  iz,  64S.-Tbe  motMO  on  sixtMath  Depamberi  ITM,  was 
Iflsl^  9t  Co  131--Ibid.  xvi  976. 
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and  iiDfortanate  Tictim  of  tbeir  farioua  passions,  wouU  have 
been  unavailing.  Without  benefitting  the  person  whom  it 
Iras  designed  to  aid,  it  might  have  prodnced  serious  political 
mitehief.  But,  in  the  year  1796,  the  American  ministers 
employed  at  foreign  courts,  were  instructed  to  seize  every 
ftir  occasion  to  express  unofficially  the  interest  taken  bj 
the  president  in  the  fate  of  Lafayette ;  and  to  employ  th^ 
most  eligible  means  in  their  power  to  obtain  his  liberty,  or 
to  meliorate  his  condition.  A  confidential  person  had  been 
sent  to  Berlin  to  solicit  his  discbai^e ;  but  before  this  messen- 
ger had  reached  his  destination,  the  king  of  Prussia  had  de- 
livered over  his  prisoner  to  the  emperor  of  Germany.  Mr. 
Pinckney  had  been  instructed,  not  only  to  mdicate  the 
wishes  of  the  president  to  the  Austrian  minister  at  London, 
but  to  endeavour  unofficially  to  obtain  the  powerful  medi* 
ation  of  Britain,  and  had  at  one  time,  flattered  himself  that 
ttie  cabinet  of  St  James  would  have  taken  an  interest  in  the 
affair ;  but  this  hope  was  soon  dissipated.* 

After  being  disappointed  in  obtaining  the  mediation  of 
the  British  cabinet,  the  president  addressed  the  following 
letter  to  the  emperor  of  Germany : — '*  It  will  readily  occur 
to  your  majesty,  that  occasions  may  sometimes  exbt,  on 
which  official  considerations  would  constrain  the  cbi^  of  a 
nation  to  be  silent  and  passive  in  relation  even  to  objects 
which  affisct  his  sensibility,  and  claim  his  interposition  as  a 
man.  Finding  myself  precisely  in  this  situation  at  present, 
Itake  the  liberty  of  writing  this  private  letter  to  your  ma« 
^ty,  being  persuaded  that  my  motives  will  also  be  siy 
apology  for  it 

"  In  common  wiUi  the  people  of  this  countiy,  I  retain  a 
strong  and  cordial  sense  of  the  services  rend^nsd  to  them 
by  the  Marquis  de  Lafayette,  and  my  friendship  for  him  hat 
been  constant  and  sincere.  It  is  natural,  therefore,  that  I 
should  sympathise  with  him  and  his  faikiily  in  their  misfor- 
tunes, and  endeavour  to  mitigate  the  calamities  they  expe« 

*  Marsh.  WathiDg^,  r.  339»  ru^  eea^O. 
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tience,  among  which  his  present  confinement  is  not  tbt  least 
distressing.^ 

"  I  forbear  to  enlarge  on  this  delicate  subject.  Permit 
me  only  to  submit  to  your  majesty's  consideration,  whether 
bis  long  imprisonment,  and  the  confiscation  of  bis  estate, 
and  the  indigence  and  dispersion  of  bis  family,  and  the  pain* 
ful  anxieties  incident  to  all  these  circumstances,  do  not 
form  an  assemblage  of  sufferings  which  recommend  him  to 
the  mediation  of  humanity  T  Allow  me,  sir,  on  this  occasion 
to  be  its  ofgan ;  and  to  entreat  that  he  may  be  permitted  to 
come  to  this  country  on  such  conditions,  and  under  such  in- 
structions, as  your  majesty  may  think  it  expedient  to  pre- 
scribe. 

"  As  it  is  a  maxim  with  me  not  to  ask  what,  under  simi- 
lar circumstances,  i  would  not  grant,  your  majesty  will  do 
me  the  justice  to  believe  that  this  request  appears  to  me  to 
correspond  with  those  great  principles  of  magnanimity  and 
wisdom,  which  form  the  basis  of  sound  policy  and  durable 


^ 


This  letter,  reflecting  honour  on  the  feelings  and  charac* 
ter  of  Washington,  and  expressing  sentiments  not  more  deep- 
ly cherished  by  him,  than  by  a  whole  nation,  was  transmit* 
ted  to  Mr.  Pinckney,  to  be  conveyed  to  the  emperor  through 
bis  minister  at  London.  How  far  it  operated  in  mitigatiiDig 
immediately  the  rigour  of  La&yette*s  confinement,  or  ia 
obtaining  his  liberty,  remains  unascertained. 

But  the  Journal  of  Congress  of  third  March,  1797,  con* 
tains  a  record,  which  will  stand  for  ever  as  a  blemish  on  the 
character  of  our  country,  although  the  principles  which  it 
exhibits,  were,  at  that  time,  as  odious  to  almost  all  the  citi- 
zens of  the  republic,  as  Aey  must  be  to  the  present  genera- 
tion. But,  fiat  justitia,  mat  codum.  On  that  day,  the  la- 
^  mented  orator  and  statesman,  Robert  Groodloe  Harper,  mo- 
Ted,  lor  consideration,  a  resolution  in  the  following  words : 
^  This  bouse,  strongly  impressed  with  a  just  sense  of  the  im- 
portant and  disinterested  services  rendered  to  their  country, 
during  the  late  War,  by  &eir  fellow-citizen,  major-general 
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iiiftrettt,  and  deeplj  regrettiiig  Oe  luffNTiBgi  to  wfakb  te 
is  noir  subjected  from  a  long  and  figorous  tmprisoDineD^ 
and  which  have  equally  excited  their  sympathy,  and  the  ar* 
dent  wish  of  their  constituents  for  his  deUverance.  do  JRc^ 
m/d«»  that  the  president  of  tlie  United  States  be  informed, 
that  this  house  will  see  with  the  highest  satisfaction,  any 
measures  which  be  may  deem  expedient  to  adopt  toward 
effecting  the  restoration  of  their  said  fellow  citizen  to  liber- 
ty/'— ^Notwithstanding  the  eloquence  of  a  Harper,  tlus  mo- 
tion was  lost  by  a  majority  of  fifty-two  to  thirty-two :  this 
result  may  be  attributed  to  the  cold*blooded  fear  of  multi- 
plying fore^n  negotiations,  the  calculating  timidity  which 
looked  forward  to  a  long  train  of  political  disputes,  and  to 
the  circumstance  of  the  resolution  having  been  brought  for- 
ward at  a  late  hour  on  the  last  day  of  the  session.* 

The  period  at  which  Lafayette  and  his  afflicted  fiunily, 
were  again  to  taste  the  enjoyments  of  liberty  was  now  n* 
pidly  approaching.  They  owed  their  liberation,  in  a  great 
measure,  to  Napoleon  Bonaparte,  at  that  time  generaUn* 
chief  of  the  army  of  Italy ;  but  the  American  government, 
as  we  shall  presently  show,  participated  honourably  in  tho 
act  At  the  treaty  of  Campo-Formio,  which  was  preceded 
by  the  negotiation  of  Leoben  and  Udine,  tiie  young  and 
victorious  French  general  insisted,  on  his  own  responsibility 
that  the  prisonert  at  Olmutz  should  be  immediately  released 
firom  confinement.  The  Austrian  ministers  were  unwillingly 
compelled  to  relinquish  their  prey;  but  attempted  to  compel 
Lafayette  to  receive  his  freedom  on  conditions  prescribed 
to  him :  but  this  he  distinctly  and  decidedly  refused ;  and  de* 
dared,  with  a  firmness  which  it  is  hardly  to  be  believed  could 
have  survived  such  sufierings,  that  he  would  never  accept 
his  liberation  in  any  way  that  should  con^romise  bis  righta 
and  duties,  either  as  a  Frenchman,  or  at  an  American  eiiiten^ 

John  Parish,  esquire,  the  American  consul  at  Hanibuig^ 
had  been  inde&tigable  in  his  exertions,  as  the  agent  of  tfao 

*  Amerioan  8«Bilor»  iii.  771« 
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United  States,  to  proeuro  tbe  liberatioD»or  at  leatt  improive 
the  sttoatioo,  of  tbe  illiutrioua  auSerer.  He  had  already 
lolicitod,  and  obtained,  permisMon  to  supply  him  with  small 
sttins  of  money.  At  length,  the  emperor  adected  to  listen 
with  a  friendly  ear  to  the  solicitations  of  the  American  goT« 
emment,  and  consented  to  his  enlargement,  upon  condition 
that  Mr.  Parish  would  engage  that  he  should  leave  Germany 
in  ten  days.  On  the  twentj-fiflh  August,  1797,  the  consul 
addressed  a  letter  to  the  baron  de  Thurgut,  minister  of  state, 
containing  the  following  passage  :  "  Mr.  Rameuf  will  hare 
ttie  honour  of  acquainting  your  excellency  with  the'dispo* 
sitions  that  have  been  made  toward  procuring  a  vessel  for 
the  prisoners,  on  their  arrival  in  this  city,  (Hambuiig,)  to  fa« 
cilitate  their  passage  to  America.  I  beg  permission  for  Mr* 
Rameuf  to  offer  to  the  prisoners,  as  well  in  my  own  name 
as  in  that  of  the  United  States,  whatever  assistence  and 
care  they  may  stend  in  need  of,  at  the  moment  of  their  en* 
laigement" 

To  this  letter  tbe  baron  de  Thurgut  replied  as  fellows: 
"  The  merchant  Hirsch  has  been  permitted  to  furnish,  agreea* 
bly  to  your  desire,  the  money  necessary  to  defray  the  ex^ 
penses  that  the  family  of  La&yette  would  be  at  for  matters 
of  convenienoe  and  pleasure.  The  baron  de  Beol,  his  ma* 
jesty's  minister  plenipotentiary  to  the  princes  and  state  of 
Lower  Saxony,  will  inform  you  of  the  particular  deference 
of  his  majesty  to  the  interest  wfalich  the  United  Stetes  ap* 
pear  to  teke  in  the  liberation  of  this  prisoner."  The  same 
minister  of  stete,  in  a  letter  of  the  thirteenth  of  SeptembeTi 
1797,  to  the  baron  de  Buol,  speaks  in  this  language :  "  Yon 
will  take  care,  M.  Baron,  to  inform  the  American  consul  on 
this  occasion,  thai  his  majesty,  having  made  ttoporiiive  eti* 
gagemeni  wiik  tk$  fVench  respecting  ike  enlargement  of  thii 
frieanert  tbe  motive  of  the  particular  interest  that  the  Uni* 
ted  Stetes  of  America,  appear  to  attech  to  it,  has  contriba* 
ted  not  a  little  to  engage  his  majesty  in  ttiis  benefi«;e&t  ae» 
tmn ;  that,  for  the  rest,  his  majesty  wiU  be  always  hapmr 
38 


Digitized  by 


Google       — 


•ti  BIITOftT  or  TSfl 

Mi  furnisfaing  the  United  States  ef  America,  on  all  occaiiom, 
leal  marks  of  Us  friendship  and  benevolence."* 

It  may  be,  that  the  Austrians  were  compelled  to  release 
Lafajette  by  the  sword  of  the  conqueror  of  Italy,  but  wert 
willing  to  make  a  merit  of  it  in  the  eyes  of  our  government 
It  is  not  a  little  remarkable,  that  his  release  should  have 
been  efiected  by  the  co-operation  of  the  two  most  conspicu* 
ous  men  of  their  age,  one  the  founder  of  a  republic,  the  other, 
of  a  despotism,-«-Geoige  Washington  and  Napoleon  Bona- 
parte. 

On  the  nineteenth  of  September,  1797,  the  precious  light 
of  heaven  once  more  gladdened  the  heartof  the  much  injured 
marquis ;  Madam  de  Lafayette  and  her  daughters,  fa^vrng 
been  confined  twenty  two  months,  and  Lafayette  himself 
noie  than  five  years,  in  a  disgraceful  spirit  of  vulgar  cnieltj 
and  revenge,  of  which  modern  history  can  afford  very  few 
eacamples.  On  that  day,  his  fetters  were  knocked  offj  and 
accompanied  by  his  wife  and  daughters,  he  left  his  prison 
under  the  escort  of  an  officer,  who  was  to  deliver  him  into 
the  hands  of  our  worthy  consul.  Mr.  Paridi  relates  the 
manner  in  which  he  was  received  at  Hambuig,  in  a  very 
interesting  manner : 

"The  marquis's  departure  from  Olmutz,"  says  that  gen* 
tfeman,  '*  was  notified  to  M.  de  Buoi  and  mysdf,  and  I  con- 
certed measures  for  his  being  delivered  over  to  me  in  my 
own  house.  Every  thing  was  so  arranged  as  to  have  the 
ceremony  performed  as  quickly  and  secretly  as  possible ; 
and  the  fourth  of  October  was  fixed  for  their  being  conveyed 
to  my  house.  Mr.  Morris  and  I  dined  that  day  with  the 
minbt^,  the  Baron  de  Buol.  I  left  them  at  four  o'clock  in 
order  to  be  at  home  when  they  arrived.  An  immense  crowd 
of  people  announced  their  arrival  The  streets  were  lined* 
and  my  house  was  soon  filled  with  them.  A  lane  was  formed 
to  let  the  prisoners  pass  to  my  room.  Lafayette  led  the 
irayt  and  was  followed  by  his  infirm  lady  and  two  daoghtera. 
He  flew  into  my  arms ;  his  wife  and  daughters  clung  to  me, 
•  Port  Folio,  xix,  509-10|  11. 
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A  iUence,  an  espressiTe  silence,  took  place,  It  wai  broken  by 
an  exclamation  of,  **  mj  friend  I  my  dearest  /liend  I  tn^  Jkt^ 
vertr  !  See  the  woik  of  yoar  generosity  I  My  poor,  poor  wife, 
bardly  able  to  support  herself."  And,  indeed,  she  was  not 
standing,  bat  hanging  on  my  arm,  imbrued  with  tears,  while 
her  two  lovely  girls  had  hold  of  the  other.  The  scene  was 
extremely  affecting,  and  I  was  very  mach  agitated.  The 
room  was  fall,  and  I  am  sure  there  was  not  a  dry  eye  in  it 
I  placed  the  marchioness  on  a  sofa :  she  sobbed  and  wept 
much,  and  could  utter  but  few  words.  Again  the  marquis 
came  to  my  arms,  his  heart  overflowing  with  gratitude.  I 
never  saw  a  man  in  such  complete  ecstacy  of  body  and 
mind.-^He  is  a  very  handsome  man,  in  the  prime  of  life, 
and  seemed  to  have  suffered  but  little  from  his  confinement^ 
It  required  a  good  quarter  of  an  hour  to  compose  him. 

"  In  the  midst  of  this  scene,  the  minister  joined  us :  I  in- 
troduced the  marquis  and  his  family  to  him,  and  then  re- 
quested that  the  ceremony  about  to  be  performed,  might  be 
in  a  private  room,  and  desired  that  the  rest  of  the  company 
might  remain  where  they  were. 

"  The  minister,  and  his  secretary,  with  the  officer  of  the 
escort,  Mr.  Morris,  and  the  prisoner,  retired  with  me  to  an 
inner  apartment,  where  M.  de  Boul,  after  a  very  handsome 
address  to  the  prisoner,  staled  the  particular  satisfiiction  be 
had  in  ddivering  him  over  to  a  friend  iniio  loved  and  re» 
spected  him  so  much :  he  then  addressed  me,  and  after  some 
flattering  compliments,  reminded  me  of  my  engagement  to 
ttie  emperor,  to  have  the  marquis  removed  out  of  Germany 
in  ten  days,  which  I  again  promised  to  fuffil,  when  he  told 
La&yette  diat  he  was  now  completely  restored  to  liberty."* 

After  caunng  their  righfai,  both  as  French  and  American  ci* 
tizens,  to  be  formally  recognised  at  Hambu^  Lafayette  and 
his  family  went  to  Welmoldt,  a  little  town  in  the  territories  of 
Holstein,  where,  daring  two  years,  they  lived  in  retiremeot 
and  tranquiUity.    About  this  period  the  joys  of  the  haj^y 
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circk  irero  iacaneated  by  the  mrri? al  of  Q^oigfi  WtdMffft* 
Lafityette  froiD  Mount  Vernon,  and  by  the  marriage  of  Auaa* 
tasia,  the  eldest  daughter  of  Lafayette  with  M.  Ctiarleft  do 
Latour  Maabouigi  brother  of  the  person  who  bad  shared  her 
lather's  captivity. 

Here  Lafayette  coB(;inued  to  reside,  contented  and  happy, 
but  anxiously  observing  the  progress  of  events  in  Fr^ncc^ 
until  the  revolution  of  the  eighteenth  Bruroair,  tenth  No* 
vember,  1799,  promised  for  a  time,  to  settle  the  government 
of  his  country  on  a  safe  foundation.  He  immediately  return* 
ed  to  France,  and  established  himself  at  La  Grange,  a  fine 
old  castle,  surrounded  by  a  moderate  estate,  about  forty 
miles  from  Paris,  which  has  ever  since  been  his  customary 
residence. 

Returned  to  his  country,  La&yette  remuned  steady  to 
those  principles  which  had  guided  him  through  life, — wUch 
bad  led  him  to  the  wilds  of  America, — which  had  inspi* 
red.  him  in  the  conflicts  of  revolutionary  France, — had 
shielded  him  from  the  corruption  of  courts,  and  consoled 
him  in  the  dungeons  of  captivity.  When  he  discovered  that 
kis  opioons  of  the  character  and  views  of  Bonaparte  were 
ill'founded,  that  he  who  had  generously  assisted  to  unlock  his 
own  chains,  was  already  engaged  in  weaving  shackles  for  hia 
country,  he  broke  o£f  all  intercourse  with  him,  refused  the 
share  offered  to  him  in  public  aflairs,  declined  the  senatorial 
dignity  anxiously  pressed  on  his  acceptance,  and  by  his  bold 
restrictive  vote,  in  1802,  against  the  consulship  for  life,  snap- 
ped for  ever  the  tie,  which,  under  the  paramount  influence 
of  gratitude,  had  for  a  moment  bound  him  to  a  man,  whose 
views  differed  so  widely  from  his  own.  Bonaparte  even 
w«)t  so  for  as  to  refuse  to  promote  lus  eldest  son,  and  hia 
ien^in-law  Lasteyrie,  though  they  distinguished  themselvea 
repeatedly  in  the  army ;  and  once,  when  a  report  of  the 
aervicea  of  the  former  in  a  bulletin  was  ofiered  him,  be  era* 
aod  it  with  impatience,  saying,  "  These  Lafayettes  cross  my 
l^th  cTerywhere*"    Discouraged,  therefore,  in  every  way 
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fa  whicb  ihcy  eo«M  be  of  service  to  their  cmtntfj,  flie  wMm 
fimiljr  wet  at  lest  collected  at  La  Grai^,  aed  lived  there 
in  the  happiest  redreBoent,  so  long  as  the  despotism  of  Be* 
naparte  lasted.  Refusing  inflexibly  to  bow  before  die  sup 
of  imperial  power,  the  noble  head  of  the  femiij  gsve  hns* 
self  up  exclusively  to  the  endearments  of  domestic  life,  the 
panuits  of  literature  and  science,  and  the  interests  and  im« 
provements  of  agriculture.* 

For  many  years  he  continued  to  repose  tranquilly  in  the 
bosom  of  his  family.  The  restoration  of  the  Bourbons,  in 
1814,  made  no  change  in  Lafayette's  relations :  be  remain- 
ed  an  inactire  spectator  of  the  political  changes  which  took 
place.  He  was  too  honest  and  too  candid,  too  much  an 
enemy  to  the  anarchy  of  the  Jacobin  factions,  and  to  the 
despotism  of  the  emperor,  to  support  either,  or  to  be  re- 
ceived into  their  confidence.  The  restoration  of  a  Bourbon 
to  the  throne  nvght  have  met  his  silent  approbation,  if  the 
throne  had  been  founded  in  a  constitution,  fairly  admittii^ 
the  representatives  of  the  people  to  a  share  ii>  legislation, 
and  properly  defining  the  extent  and  the  measure  of  the  ex* 
ecutive  authority ;  but  the  views  of  Louis'  friends  and  allies 
were  too  arbitrary  to  lead  them  to  expect  his  approbation 
and  aid.  He.  however,  presented  himself  once  at  court, 
where  he  was  very  kindly  received ;  but  the  government 
they  estabtisbed  was  so  different  from  the  representative 
government  which  he  had  assisted  to  form,  that  he  did  not 
again  appear  at  the  palace. 

But  great  and  extraordinary  events,  once  more  forced 
for  the  moment,  this  modern  Cincinnatus  from  his  plough,  to 
assist  in  councils  which  had  for  their  object  the  fate  of  an 
empire,  and  which  brought  him  before  the  world,  in  all  the 
original  splendour  of  his  iong*tried  virtue.  Napoleon  landed 
from  Elba  on  the  first  of  March,  1815,  and  reached  Paris  on 
the  twentieth.    His  appearance  in  the  capital  was  like  n 
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QiMtrical  tllaston,  tod  his  p<dtcy  seemed  to  be  to  plaj  dl 
men,  of  all  parties,  like  the  characteraof  a  great  drama, 
around  him.  Wishing  to  obtain  the  poweifal  coantenaooe 
and  co*operation  of  Lafayette*  he  deputed  Joseph  Bonapartei 
to  whom  Lafayette  had  been  personally  kno^n,  to  consult 
and  conciliate  him :  but  the  consistent  patriot  would  hcid 
no  communion  with  the  new  order  of  thingi.  He  even  re^ 
fused,  though  pressingly  solicited,  to  hare  an  intenriew  wiA 
the  emperor;  and  when  the  ex-king  of  Spain  observed  that 
his  name  was  placed  first  upon  the  list  of  peers,  and  uiged 
his  acceptance  of  the  peerage,  this  was  his  answer ;  "Should 
I  ever  again  appear  on  the  scene  of  public  life,  it  can  only 
be  as  a  representative  of  the  people."  To  the  AcU  Ad(^ 
tionel  of  the  twenty-second  April.  1815,  confirming  the  prin* 
ciples  of  Napoleon's  former  despotism,  but  establishii^» 
among  other  things,  a  hereditary  chamber  of  peen,  and  an 
elective  chamber  of  representatives,  Lafajette  entered  his 
solemn  protest,  in  the  same  spirit  with  which  he  had  pro- 
tested against  the  consulship  for  life.  The  very  collie  of 
electors,  however,  who  received  his  protest,  unanimously 
chose  him,  first  to  be  their  president,  and  afterwards  to  be 
their  representative  to  the  Corps  LegisUaif.* 

After  a  long  and  chequered  interval,  Lafayette  appeared 
before  his  country,  with  the  same  immutability  of  principle, 
the  same  energy  of  spirit  and  force  of  eloquence,  as  was 
possessed  by  him  to  whom  America  raised  statues,  ere  man- 
hood  had  shed  its  down  upon  his  cheek  ;"^o  whom  the  mi* 
litary  spirit  of  France  devoted  a  sword  of  victory,  formed 
out  of  the  dungeon«bars  of  the  Bastile.  which  he  had  broken. 
As  a  member  of  the  chamber  of  deputies,  he  exhibited  to 
bis  country,  a  bright,  untarnished,  model  of  the  true,  pure, 
incorruptible  constitutionalists  of  1789,  whose  views  for  the 
liberty  and  happiness  of  their  country  had  been  successive 
ly  and  ejBfectually  frustrated,  by  tlie  sordid  selfishness  of  an- 

•  Lady  Momn's  France,  315,  SSO — Biog.  Not  Fay.  13.— Masa. 
Fayette,  106.— North  Am.  Rev.  January,  1035. 
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&fQ$!btA  privilege,  by  the  factions  intrigues  of  saogttitiary 
democracy,  and  by  the  aspirii^  views  of  bdd,  boundless, 
and  despotic  ambition.* 

It  was  as  a  representative  of  the  people  ttiat  he  saw  Bo» 
naparte,  for  the  first  time,  at  the  opening  of  the  chambers 
on  the  seventh  of  June,  1815.  "It  is  about  twelve  years 
since  we  have  met,  general ;''  said  Napoleon,  with  great 
kindness  of  manner :  but  Lafayette  received  the  emperor 
with  marked  distrust ;  and  all  his  efibrts  were  directed,  as 
he  then  happily  said  they  should  be, "  to  make  the  chamber 
of  which  he  was  a  member,  a  representation  of  the  French 
people,  and  not  a  Napoleon  club. "--^Notwithstanding  all 
Bonaparte's  efibrts  to  procure  the  nomination  of  the  pr^ 
sident  of  the  chamber,  the  votes  were  divided  between  Lan^ 
juinais,  Lafayette,  and  Flangergues.  On  the  first  ballot,  the 
two  former  had  tlie  highest  number  of  votes ;  but,  finding 
that  (he  emperor  bad  declared  he  would  not  accept  Lan« 
juinais,  if  he  should  be  chosen,  Lafayette  used  great  exer* 
tions  and  obtained  a  majority  for  him,  over  himself.  Bo- 
naparte was  compelled,  by  circumstances  to  submit,  as  well 
as  to  recognise  Lafayette  as  vice  president  of  the  chamber. 
From  this  moment  until  after  the  battle  of  Waterloo,  which 
happened  in  twelve  days,  Lafayette  did  not  make  himself  pro* 
minent  in  the  chamber.  He  voted  for  all  judicious  supplies, 
on  the  ground  that  France  was  invaded,  and  that  it  was  the 
duty  of  all  Frenchmen  to  defend  their  country ;  but  he  in 
no  way  implicated  himself  in  Bonaparte's  projects,  or  for« 
tunes,  with  whom  it  was  impossible  he  could  have  any  tiling 
in  common.t 

At  last,  at  nine  o'clock  on  the  evening  of  the  twentieth 
June,  1815,  Bonaparte  arrived  from  Waterloo,  a  defeated 
and  desperate  man.  During  his  absence  from  Paris,  the 
diflerent  parties  in  the  chambers  had  not  been  idle.  All 
agreed  that  if  Napoleon  was  victorious  at  the  outset  of  the 

♦  Moron's  France,  p.  320. 
i  North  Amsricui  Reriew,  Janaarjri  1826^Meiii.  FarsttSt  S8S, 
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cuipaigD,  any  resisUace  to  his  govermnent  wouU  be  nlB» 
JShould  disgrace  and  defeat  attend  his  first  (»iterprise,  many 
had  deterniined  to  cast  off  his  yoke,  and  to  cause  him  to  ab* 
dicate  the  throne  which  he  had  usurped.  Some,  with 
Fouche  at  their  head,  hoped  to  prevent  the  desolation  of 
.  France,  by  making  peace  with,  and  recalling  the  Bourbons* 
Others,  believing  that  the  allies,  according  to  their  declara* 
tions,  would  permit  them  to  choose  their  government  and 
their  chief,  proposed  to  offer  the  crown  to  the  duke  of  Of^ 
leans,  who  seemed  the  onljr  one  of  the  Bourbon  family,  who 
had  imbibed  the  propec  principles  of  moderation.  Another 
party,  whose  leader  was  the  virtuous  Lafayette,  hoped  that 
France  might  at  length  be  permitted  to  enjoy  some  splendid 
and  sublime  constitution,  approaching  to  the  boasted  models 
ef  the.  ancient  republics.  These  three  parties  formed  the 
decided  majority  of  the  deputies,  and  would  all  cordially 
and  zealously  unite  in  accomplishing  the  abdication  of  Na- 
poleon.* 

The  dissolution  of  the  representative  body,  and  the  as* 
turaption  of  the  whole  dictatorship  of  the  country,  now  oc^ 
cupied  the  deliberations  of  Napoleon  and  his  ministers.— 
Lucien  vehemently  ui^ed  the  dictatorship  as  the  only  oieana 
of  averting  from  his  brother,  the  disgrace  which  his  enemies 
were  preparing,  and  the  only  means  of  saving  the  country. 
Regnault  warmly  supported  him,  and  Decres  and,  Davoust 
were  inclined  to  the  same  opinion ;  but  they  were  opposed 
by  Fouche,  Carnot,  and  Cambaceres.  Napoleon  said  little. 
He  attentively  listened  to  the  arguments  of  each  party,  and 
at  length,  expressed  his  firm  determination  to  throw  himself 
on  the  loyalty  of  the  chambers,  and  concert  with  them  the 
measures  which  the  present  critical  situation  of  France  re* 
quired. — ^Whtle  the  council  was  deliberating  on  tlie  form  of 
the  message  to  be  delivered  to  the  chambers,  the  deputies 
met  Napoleon  had  ordered  a  bulletin  of  their  proceedings 
to  be  sent  to  him,  by  a  confidential  agent,  every  quarter  of 

*  Soyoa's  Fnace^^Tol.  ii.  Ufl^  117. 
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ktl  h6ur.  Tbe  first  bulletin  "filled  the  court  party  with  (Ian& 
LafixytiU  had  appeand  in  the  Irilmm,  Bonaparte,  id  great 
fligittttipn,  reiterated  the  dUastrous  intelligence,  "  Lafdyttl% 
in  the  irHune  /"  while  a  spoon,  with  which  he  was  trifling 
fell  from  his  hand,  and  his  altered  countenance  betrayed  his 
conviction  that  "  all  was  over."  The  council  was  advised 
that  he  had  nooved  that  tbe  sittings  of  the  chamber  should 
be  declared  permanent,  and  that  every  attempt  to  dissolve 
them  should  be  resisted  and  punished,  as  high  treason.  All 
question  respecting  the  dictatorship  was  now  at  an  end,  un» 
less  the  emperor  was  resolved .  to  add  the  horrors  of  civil 
war  to  the  calamities  which  were  devastating  the  frontiers, 
and  threatened  to  penetrate  to  ttie  very  heart  of  France. — 
The  council  was,  for  awhile,  lost  in  astonishment  and  fear, 
but  the  next  intelligence  recalled  them  to  their  recollection, 
and  showed  them  all  the  danger  which  threatened  Napoleon 
and  his  party.  •  The  ministers  were  oHered  to  appear  id 
the  chamber  of  deputies,  and  there  answer  to  knj  questions 
which  might  be  put  to  them.  At  first  they  hesitated  whetfaef 
they  would  obey  this  unexpetted^  and  peremptory,  and  u)n« 
eoBslitutional  summons.  Mapoleon  was  indignant  at  the 
insult,  and  even  spoke  of  putting  himself  at  the  head  of  the' 
few  troops  in  Paris,  on  whose  fidelity  he  was  assured  he 
might  depend,  and  marching  to  the  hall,  to  dissolve  tbe  cham- 
bers by  force.  No  one  but  Lucien  was  found  sufficiently 
bold,  or  ditfafttl,  or  unprincipled,  to  second  this  rash  propo- 
sal. At  this  moment,  a  second  and  more  peremptory  sum- 
mons arrived,'  requiring  the  immediate  attendance  of  the 
ministers  in  the  hall  of  the  deputies.  The  council  broke 
up  in  dismay,  and  nothing  was  determined,  except  that  an 
extraordinary  meeting  should  be  summoned  in  the  evening.^ 
"  It  hag  been  stated  that  the  deputies  assembled  while  the 
council  of  the  ministers  continued  thei^  deliberations.    La« 

ftyette  had  obtained  intelligence  of  the  subject  which  en- 

> '     . 
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figed  Hietr  atterition,  and  wluch  had  been  fO  often  discoiMd 
ID  tiie  private  aMemblies  at  the  palace  Two  of  the  coua* 
cil,  Thibaudeau,  and  Regnault  de  St.  Jean  d'  Ang^ly,  who 
were  oppoaed  to  the  violent  measure  of  the  dictatorship, 
had  even  informed  him  that  it  would  be  taken  ioatantly,  and 
that  in  two  hours.tbe  chamber  of  representatives  would  cease 
to  exist.  Ttiere  was,  of  course,  not  a  moment  left  for  con* 
auUation,  or  advice :  the  eipperor,  or  the  chamber,  must  fall 
that  morning.  He  was  sufficiently  experienced  in  the  ma* 
iMeuvres  of  revolutionary  times,  to  know  that  not  a  moment 
was  to  be  lost,  and  that  ail  depended  on  striking  the  first  blow. 
He  therefore  managed  that  the  chamber  should  meet  at  an 
earlier  hour  than  usual,  and  the  president  had  no  sooner  ta- 
ken  the  chair,  than  he  presented  himself  at  the  tribune^  For 
the  first  time  for  twenty  years,  he  ascended  the  tribune  on 
the  twenty-first  of  June,  1815,  with  the  same  clear  courage, 
and  in  the  same  spirit  of  self-devotion,  with  which  he  had 
stood  at  the  bar  of  the  national  assembly  in  1793,  and  utter- 
ed words  which  would  assuredly  have  been  his  deathrwarrani 
bad  be  not  been  supported  in  them  by  the  assembly  which 
he  addressed.  He  had  hitherto  taken  no  share  in  their  dta* 
cussions.  He  had  kept  himself  aloof,  as  if  he  were  con- 
scious of  disgrace  in  belonpng  to  thb  government  which  Na« 
poleonhad  instituted.  His  appearance,  therefore,  excited  the 
greatest  surprise  and  the  most  lively  expectation,  and  a  pro- 
found silence  reigned  throughout  the  whole  assembly.  "  Gen- 
tlemen," said  he.  "  for  the  first  time  during  many  years,  yoa 
bear  a  voice  which  the  old  friends  of  liberty  may  yet  recog- 
nise. The  country  is  in  danger,  and  you  alone  can  save  it* 
The  sim'ster  reports,  which  have  been  circiilated  during  the 
last  two  days,  are  unhappily  confirmed.  This  is  the  moment 
to  rally  round  the  national  colours,— -the  tri-coloored  stan- 
dard of  1789,  the  standard  of  liberty,  equality,  and  poUic 
order.  It  is  you  alone,  who  can  now  protect  the  country 
irom  foreign  attacks,  and  internal  dissensions.  It  is  yoa 
*f  OM  who  can  secure  the  independence  aod  the  honottr  ef 
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France—Allow  ft  yeteran  in  (he  sacred  cause  of  fire^don^ 
and  a  stranger  to  (he  spirit  of  faction,  to  submit  to  jou  sonke 
i^solutions,  which  the  dangers  of  the  present  crisis  demand. 
I  am  assured  that  you  will  feel  the  necessity  of  adopting 
them: — 

"  Art  I.  The  chamber  declares  that  the  independence  of 
the  nation  is  menaced. 

'*  II.  The  chamber  declares  its  sittings  permanent  AH 
attemps  to  dissolve  it,  shall  be  considered  high  treason.  Who- 
soever shall  render  himself  culpable  of  such  an  attempt,  shall 
be  considered  a  traitor  to  his  country,  and  condemned  aa 
such. 

"  III.  The  army  of  the  line,  and  the  national  guards,  who 
have  fou^t,  and  still  fight,  for  the  liberty,  (be  independence, 
and  |the  territory  of  Prance,  have  merited  well  of  the  coun* 

"  IV.  The  minister  of  the  interior  is  invited  (o  assembli 
^  principal  officers  of  the  Parisian  national  guard,  in  order 
to  consult  on  the  means  of  providing  it  with  arms,  and  of 
completing  this  corps  of  citizens,  whose  tried  patriotism  and 
seal  offer  a  sure  guarantee  for  the  liberty,  prosperity,  and 
tranquillity  of  the  capital,  and  for  the  inviolability  of  the 
national  representatives. 

"  V.  The  minuter  of  war,  of  foreign  affairs,  of  police,  and 
of  the  interior,  are  invited  to  repair  to  (he  hall  of  assembly.* 

No  opposition  was  made  to  these  resolutions,  so  alarming 
and  so  bold.  The  court  party  was  taken  by  surprise,  and 
absolutely  thunder-struck.  Well  founded,  indeed,  were  dia 
fears  of  the  emperor,  when  he  heard  that  Laftyette  was  m 
the  tribune,  for  these  motions,  which  were  at  once  adopted^ 
witii  the  exception  of  the  fourth  article,  both  by  the  rer 
presentatives  and  the  peers,  substantially  divested  Um  of  his 
power,  and  left  him  merely  a  factious  and  dangerous  ind^ 
vidual  in  the  midst  of  a  distracted  state.  The  fourth  articlt 
was  suspended,  as  conveying  an  invidious  distinction  betweec 
the  troops  of  the  line,  ahd  the  national  guards ;  but  the  lattei 
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rM8  vitToftr  or  the 

fiiriiiied  themietvei  of  the  hint  Thity  immediiifelj  akiem- 
'Uedat  their  respectire  rendezvons,  and  a  piquet  was  sent 
tAmn  every  arrondissement,  to  do  duty  at  the  hall  of  the 
,  deputies,  and  to  charge  theimelrea  with  tiie  protection  of 
tiie  national  representation.* 

t    The  resolutions  offered  by  Lafayette  decided  the  Me  of 
Napoleon.    All,  except  himself,  predicted  the  speedy  termi* 
i  nation  of  fais  reign.    The  day  passed  over  wrthdat  any  event 
'of  consequence.    The  emperor  hesitated  as  to  the  course 
'lie  should  pursue.     The  chambers  exacted  from  the  nninis- 
''ters  the  most  positive  and  reiterated  assurances  that  no  de* 
signs  were  harboured  against  them.     The  citizens  of  Paris 
-anxiously  awaited  the  result  of  the  impending  struggle.  To* 
ward  the  beginning  of  the  evening,  Napoleon,  hoping  that  the 
eloquence  of  Lucien,  which  had  saved  him  on  the  eighteenth 
Brumaire,  might  be  found  no  less  effectual  now,  seitt  him,  with 
ffte  three  other  mtnisters  to  the  chamber,  having  first  obtained 
ft  vote  that  all  should  pass  in  secret  session.  It  was  certainly  a 
most  perilous  crisis :  it  was  a  contest  for  exigence,  and  no 
jnan  could  feel  bis  life  safe.    Lucien  rose,  and  made  a  par- 
tfal  exposition  of  the  state  of  affairs,  and  the  projects  4nd 
Jiopes  he  still  entertained.    A  deep  and  painful  silence  bil- 
lowed.   At  length  M.  Jay,  well  known  about  twenty  years 
togo  in  Boston,  under  the  assumed  name  of  itenaud,  as  a 
teacher  of  the  French  language,  ascended  the  tribune,  and 
lifter  a  long,  vehement,  and  eloquent  speech,  proposed  to  , 
Hod  a  deputation  to  the  emperor,  demanding  his  abdication. 
Lucien  immediately  followed.     He  never  showed  more 
fewer,  or  a  more  impassioned  etoqueoce:  "It  is  not  Na« 
(oleon,"  he  exclaimed,  "  that  is  attacked ;  it  is  the  French 
people.    And  a  proposition  is  now  made  to  this  people  to 
abandon  their  emperor ;  to  expose  the  French  nation,  he* 
fore  the  tribunal  of  the  world,  to  a  severe  judgment  on  iti 
levity  aad  inconstancy.    No,  sir,  the  honour  of  this  nation 
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^MlneMrWiPeMipniniiMdr  Oo  heiripq;  llm^  worf||» 
iLi%ettef08e.  He  did  Mt  g»  to  Uio  tribune ;  byt  spok^i 
contnrf  to  rtile  Md  cuaton,  fitom  bit  place.  Hn  imu«r 
was  periectlj  ealm«  bet  awAed  with  the  verj  spirit  of  ae* 
bake;  and  be  addraned  bimaelC  not  to  tbe  president,  b^t 
dinecttj  to  Lucien.  **  The  asKsrtion  which  hat  juat  been 
.  nttered  is  a  calomoy.  Who  shall  dare  to  accose  the  French 
nation  of  ioconstaney  to  the  emperor  Napoleon  t  That  oa» 
tion  has  followed  his  bloedj  footsteps  through  tbe  sands  of 
Egjrpt,  and  through  the  wastc|s  of  Russia ;  o?er  fifty  fieUi 
of  bettle,  in  disaster  as  fiuthfuHy  as  in  victory ;  and  it  is  for 
having  dius  devotedly  followed  hi«»  that  we  now  mourn  ttm 
bbod  of  thvee  milKons  of  Frenchmen." — These  few  words 
made  an  impression  on  the  assembly,  which  could  neither 
be  resisted  nor  mistaken ;  and,  as  Lafiiyette  ended,  Lociep 
himself  bowed  respectfully  to  him,  and,  without  resoming 
bis  speech,  sat  down.*~It  is  stated  that  Liafayette,  during  this 
debate,  said  to  Lucien,  "  Go  tell  your  brother  tiiat  we  wiH 
trust  kirn  no  longtr  ;  we  will  ourselves  undertake  the  salvft» 
lion  of  our  country."* 

It  was  determined  to  appoint  a  deputation  of  five  mem* 
bers  from  each  chamber,  to  meet  tbe  grand  council  of  the 
ministers,  and  deliberate,  in  committee,  on  the  measures  to 
be  taken.  At  night,  this  imperial  committee  assembled, 
under  the  presidency  of  Cambaceres,  arch  chancellor  of  the 
empire.  It  was  composed  of.  the  ministers  holding  depart* 
ments,  the  ministers  of  state,  the  president  and  four  mem* 
hers  of  the  chamber  of  peers,  tbe  president  and  four  vice* 
presidents  (one  of  whom  was  Lafayette,)  of  the  represen- 
tatives, the  heads  of  the  civil  and  military  authorities  <tf 
Fa^i^  and  some  state-counsellors,  peers,  representatives, 
and  citizens,  who  were  invited  by  the  emperor.  Tbe  friends 
of  Napoleon  were  the  most  numerous  party. — ^A  secretaiy 
announced  the  approach  of  the  emperor,  who  was  preceded 
>y  his  three  brothers.    All  the  assembly  rose.    He  ssJot^ 
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•tbem  f^specUbHy.  bat  wiAk  mm  embtfiMMiMt    Hn^ 

then  reseated  tbemselres;  wiUnnit  waiting  far  ai^  fwmA$ 

'^ommaDd,  in<l  a  profound  silence  succeeded.  Coont  RegmiiH 

-who  raithiblly  adhered  to  the  fortunes  of  bis  master  dtmng 

'^alt  bis  Ticissitudes  opened  die  debate.  He  insisted  dial  Urn 

'gbrioas  vieaneies  which  unheard  of  sacrifices  had  made  in 

the  ranks  of  the  army,  ought  to  be  filled  upi^   If  riclorjr  baa 

'ceased/'  said  he,  '*  to  crown  our  standards,  are  there  not 

bther  palms  besides  those  which  are  spriidi^led  with  blood  f 

iThe  olive  of  peace  may  still  floarish  on  our  menaced  firon* 

'«tiers;  but  that  it  may  bear  permanent  fruit,  it.  muft  be 

pbnted  by  heroic  hands."  '•  The  only  conquest  for  wbieh 

we  fight  is  that  of  peace."  I  conclude  with  moving  that  the 

tcbambers  make  an  appeal  to  French  valour,  while  the  em^ 

-peror  is  treating  of  peace  in  the  most  steady  and  dignified 

manner."* 

Lafayette  next  rose.  Every  eye  was  fixed  upon  him,  and 
a  profound  silence  reigned  around.  Napoleon  was  agitated 
almost  to  suffocation ;  but  he  speedily  recovered  himself, 
and  assumed  the  appearance  of  indifference  and  onconcen. 

"  In  love  for  my  conntry,"  said  he,  "  and  ardent  wishes 
to  save  it  from  the  dangers  which  threaten  to  overwhekn  it, 
I  will  not  yield  to  the  last  speaker.  The  sincerity  of  hb 
patriotism  I  am  not  disposed  to  doubt ;  but  it  is  with  pain 
tiiat  I  am  compelled  to  say,  that  the  measures  which  he 
proposes  would  hasten  and  a^ravate  the  calamities  that  we 
all  deprecate.  The  fine  army  with  which  our  northern  fron* 
tiers  were  covered,  is  no  more.  It  can  oppose  no  effectual 
resistance  to  the  hordes  of  foreigners,  who  have  already 
passed  our  borders,  and  whose  course  is  marked  with  devas* 
tation  and  blood.  It  is  under  the  walls  of  Paris  alone,  that 
our  scattered  troops  will  be  able  to  unite,  and  dispute  with 
the  enemy,  the  possession  of  the  capital  of  the  empire. 

"  Of  the  issue  of  the  contest,  I  should  not  be  doubtful. 
At  the  voice  of  dieir  government,  and  to  defend  the  liberty. 
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^Ajiirtipi^wd.llie  iirfiiimdepcft  of  Wtcwotiy^  every 
FreiM^hmao  would  flj  to  annt.  and  the  inraden  would  be 
chaaed  from  our  aoil  with  tad  ditcom&ture.  But  thouj^  the 
Iriuoiph  would  be  certain,  the  contest  would  be  long  and 
dreadful.  Our  firuitful  fields  would  be  laid  waste,  and  oat 
irivera  run  with  bloodL  Is  it  necessary  to  expose  our  counr 
try  to  these  calamities  T  Is  it  necessary  to  fill  it  with  widows 
and  orphans  7  Are  there  no  means  by  which  peace  may  be 
obtained  without  compromising  our  honour  f 

**  The  last  speaker  has  proposed  that  pacific  OTcrturet 
should  be  made  to  the  allies;  that  while  an  appeal  is  made 
to  French  valour,  the  emperor  should  treat  for  peace  in  the 
most  dignified  manner.  But  with  what  prospect  of  success 
will  he,  or  can  he  treat!  Have  not^our  enemies  pibdgei 
themselves  to  a  line  of  conduct  which,  adopted  when  the 
issue  of  the  contest  was  uncertain,  and  while  all  France  ap- 
peared to  have  rallied  round  the  emperor  of  their  choice, 
will  not  be  readily  abandoned,  now  that  victory  has  crowned 
their  efibrts  ?  ^ 

*'  Mingled  sentiments  of  afiection  and  respect  prevent  me 
from  being  more  explicit  There  is  biU  one  measure  which 
can  save  the  countrj/,  and  if  the  ministers  of  the  emperor 
will  not  advise  him  to  adopt  it,  his  great  soul  will  reveal  it  to 
himr 

This  speech,  firmly  and  fearlessly  delivered  in  the  pre- 
sence of  Napoleon,  excited  many  murmurs  from  the  court 
party,  and  much  applause  from  others.  At  the  close  of  it, 
the  emperor  cast  bis  eyes  down,  but  immediately  raised 
them  again  with  a  smile  of  disdain.  The  duke  of  Bassano 
(Maret)  could  not  contain  his  indignation.  He  proposed 
that  all  who  for  twelve  years  had  made  parts  of  different 
factions,  whose  common  object  was  the  dethronementof  Na- 
poleon, should  be  placed  under  the  surveillance  of  a  more 
severe  police:  ''had  this  measure. been  adopted,''  he  con- 
tinued, "a  person  who  now  hears  me,  (Lafayette,)  and  who 
well  understands  me,  would  not  smile  at  the  misfortunes  of 
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ftle  9^uii(r]r.  ana  'Wellington  wouUl  n6t1>e  nUirtbhli^  toPait£* 
A. bunt  of  disapptobation,  which  eyeii  the  presence  of  iba 
#niperor  could  not  check,  followed  ttiU  ioiinuation.  The 
fluke  attempted  to  proceed,  and  to  explain  what  he  had  said ; 
but  the  indignation  of  the  assemblj  was  extreme.  Hiaief^ 
and  the  most  violent  expressions  of  censure*  dtowned  the 
toice  of  the  speaker.* 

The  deliberation  continued  during  several  hours;  and  the 
ientiments  of  Lafayette  were  supported  hi  no  equivocal 
^rms,  bj  Lanjuinais  and  Constant  The  emperor,  fearing 
(fiat  some  resolution  might  be  proposed  fatal  to  his  power, 
conversed  a  few  minutes  with  Carnot  and  Lucien,  in  a  low 
voice^  ilhen  tbe  former  addressed  the  meeting,  earnestly 
deprecating  violent  measures,  and  concluded  by  moving  that 
tbe  chambers  should  be  invited  to  treat  with  the  allied  sove- 
reigns, through  an  embassy  of  their  own  choosing.  Tbe  im- 
possibility of  this  measure  being  attended  with  success,  was 
apparent  to  every  one.  It  could  not  be  supposed,  when 
they  had  declared  that  they  would  never  treat  with  Napoleon 
or  his  family,  that  the  allies  would  be  deluded  by  a  mere 
quibble,  and  treat  with  any  deputation  from  the  chambers, 
while  be  still  held  the  reins  of  power. — By  adopting  this 
measure,  however,  the  object  of  both  parties  was  answered. 
They  equally  wished  to  gain  time  to  strike  some  decisive 
blow,  for  which  neither  was  yet  fully  prepared.  The  as- 
sembly broke  up.  No  one  appeared  satisfied,  and  it  was 
easy  to  see  that  some  great  event  was  at  hand.  Before  they 
separated,  one  of  the  members  who  had  taken  no  part  in  the 
debate,  exclaimed,  with  a  voice  purposely  meant  to  reach 
the  emperor's  ear,  "  M.  de  la  Fayette  has  struck  at  the  root 
of  the  evil.  I  admire  Napoleon ;  but  in  order  that  all  Prance, 
and  that  posterity  may  think  as  I  do,  one  great  act  is  still 
wanting.  Is  there  no  one  so  much  a  friend  to  our  happiness 
and  glory,  as  to  point  out  to  him  how  he  may  still  add  to  it  T* 

The  deputies  met  early  on  the  following  morning,  and 
after  a  most  stormy  and  tumultuous  debate,  caused  by  the  de- 
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Uf  ilk  i^^Wing  i  meMft^  AfMi  Mie  .tmpivbr;  Hmjt  piuM 
1  r€irt6iiiti6ii  thtt  a  depMAtklii  of  fi?^  tiHMibtfrr  fboold  ffi^ 
teed  to  tke  tnipeifor,  msnA  exprefts  to  hit  imjmtj  ttio  uvgtetgr 
^  Ms  decinon.  At  the  sn^isitioii  of  geninl  i^oKgnac^  ihm 
iH&otn  no  man  stood  bigbcTr  in  ^be  eAthnattoo  of  overf  Jfwtft 
We  cbamber  tIkmHiAigly  agreed  to  wnt  for  one  hoar  to  n- 
eeire  the  message,  and  adjourned  tot  that  poifose.  So^nae 
flattened  immediately  to  the  palace  to  endeatoor  to  tave  tfie 
honour  of  that  chief  #hom  he  still  respected,  although  doriig 
five  years,  the  emperor  had  eagerly  seized  erery  opportunity 
id  mortiiy,  msult,  and  disgrace  him.-— -Ih  ^in  had  many  of 
his  ministera  urged  his  voluntary  abdication.  The  preco* 
ding  night  was  passed  in  discussion,  and  it  was  not  until  die 
chambers  bad  actually  assembled  in  the  morning,  that  Om 
conditional  promise  was  extorted  iVom  him,  that  if  the  ne» 
gotiations  of  ttie  chambers  failed,  be  would  make  the  sacrifice 
which  Was  required.  Lucien  and  Bertrand  alone  opposed 
his  abdication,  and  persisted  in  urgmg  him  to  dissolre  the 
chambers,  and  crush  his  enemies  by  one  decisive  blow. 
Lucien  had  heard  of  the  tumultuous  openiiig  of  the  sittings 
in  the  morning,  and  was  well  assured  that  a  motion  would 
soon  be  made  that  Napoleon  had  forfeited  the  crown.  He 
hastened  to  his  brother,  to  make  one  last  eflfbrt  ere  it  was  too 
late.  The  idea  of  the  declaration  of  a  forfeiture  irritated 
Napoleon  to  madness.  He  sent  in  great  haste  for  Davoust^ 
the  minister  of  war,  and  abruptly  inquired  what  force  be 
could  lead  against  the  assembly  if  he  were  compelled  to  pro^ 
ceed  to  extremities.  Davoust  hesitated ;  and  his  reply  pro* 
Ted  that  he  would  not  involve  himself  in  a  violent  and  uii« 
constitutional  measure.  "  I  understand  you,"  said  the  eni- 
peror,  '*  my  sun  is  set :"  and  he  abrubtly  quitted  the  apart* 
spent 

VThen  general  Solignac  was  introduced,  he  explained  with 
much  feeling  the  purport  of  his  mission.  He  stated  the 
disposition  of  the  chambers,  and  the  method  by  which  he 
had  succeeded  in  averting,  for  one  shoi*t  hour,  the  fatal  de» 
cision»  and  entreated  the  emperor  to  prevent  the  disgracto 
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of  ibrfMMfe^liy  m  ipecri j  tMksatioii.  NapolaM  bad.abf 
^ktntdl,  diat  if  his  dbdicafttoo  w«g iiet  ftest  Ao  the  cbaal^ 
wHkin  one  tuHir/Lefrjrettelia4  neialvedl  to  m^e/or  iJt 
•fl^^fjm.  AU  SeUgiiftc't  afguaiooli  were  uiged  to  Ysiii. 
Nepoleoo  wM.ietolTedto  tware  ku  fide.  At  lengthttlif 
geaeral^es  hiftlaat  reioiircei  proposed  o.meMiire  that  he 
wottid  fain  have  otherwite  avoided,  that  he  Aouii  abdicate 
in  {BLYonr  of  his  ton.  Napoleon  consented.  A.  secretaif 
waaaammooed ;  the  declaration  was  immediately  drawn  up ; 
end  Solignac  hastened  to  the  assemblywith  this  importanl 
ipaper,  which  was  received  with  ever/  mark  of  respect 
I^aifayette  proposed  that  the  person  and  interests  of  Napoleon 
abould  be  placed  under  the  protection  of  the  national  ho- 
nour ;  and  die  rosolution  was  carried  by  acclamation. — ^The 
president,  Lanjuinais,  La&yette,  the  other  vice-president^ 
and  the  secretaries,  proceeded  to  the  Tutlleries,to  tliank  him. 
in  behalf  of  the  nation,  for  the  sacrifice  he  had  made.  '*  We 
found  him/'  said  general  Lafayette  to  Lady  Morgan,  *'  upon 
this  occasion,  as  upon  many  others,  acting  out  of  the  ordir 
nary  rules  of  calculation.;  neither  affecting  the  pathetic 
dignity  of  fallen  greatness,  nor  evincing  the  uncontrollable 
dejection  of  disappointed  ambition,  of  hopes  crushed,  never 
to  revive,  and  of  splendour  quenched,  never  to  rekiiidla 
We  found  him  calm  and  serene:  he  received  us  with  a 
laint,  but  gracious,  smile,  and  spoke  with  firmness  and  pr^ 
ciision/' 

The  nation  being  left  without  a  government  by  the  abdi* 
cation  of  Napoleon,  the  first  care  of  the  chambers  was  to 
appoint  a  committee  who  should  provisionally  assume  the 
chief  command.  « This  crude  government  lasted  only  a  few 
.days.  Its  prncipal  measure  was  sending  a  deputation  to  the 
allied  powers  to  treat  for  peace,  at  the  head  of  which  was 
Lafayette.  The  five  commissioners  repaired  to  the  head* 
quarters  of  Blucber,  whose  army  had  advanced  one  day's 
inarch  before  that  of  the  duke  of  Wellington,  and  requested 
a  suspension  of  arms  while  they  proceeded  to  the  head  quar* 
tersofthe  allies  ;Fith  pacific  overtures.    To  this  the  Pros- 
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i9tbli|pi&efrigsve  a  pevmpttrjr  rcfitflil:  be  vwU  noi  «giw 
lia  te^miitioe  liptr  a  itaglc  bow;    WiOiift tte wdltMoi:  PMt 
^^doMwooUheliiten  tO'DTeHoffiesof  peace.    HewooUeai* 
:flam  nolliing;  he  wouM  liateti  to  aothiog  abort  ef  decoa^ 
ditidoal  fubnisirioDaiid  tbef^eMeirioD  of  Faria    Tbdr  paM- 
ports  be  coald  aetrefii0e>.aiiil  after  muiih  uapleMaDt  vllai^ 
cattOB,  tbejr  proceeded  to  Haguenau,  were  the  alKed  lovi^ 
nigQs  bad  now  arriTed.    They  Were  recei?ed  with  imieb 
.  appareot  deference,  tfiid  the  coaferencet  inuiiediateljr  con* 
meoeed.    When ^he French  plenipoteotiariet  deolaredtbat 
Hapoleon  had  abdicated  bn  throne,  the j/ were  ioterrapted 
•bj  the  dematid,  of  the  Briikh  miniftter»  that  he  •boald  ba 
delivered  unconditionally  into  the  power  of  the  allies.    This 
^-proposition  excited  the  utmost  astonishment  and  indignation^; 
,and  Lafayette  immediately  replied,  that  Napoleon  haviiy 
voluntarily  abdicated,  that  he   viight  be  no  obstacle,  to  the 
welfare  of  France,  bis  person  was  undei^the  protection  of 
.  ihe  national  gratitude  and  honour,  and  that  when  it  wat 
proposed  to  the  French  people  to  commit  an  act  of  unexam- 
pled treachery,  he  did  not  expect  that  a  prisoner  of  Olmuta 
would  be  selected  as  the  fittest  medium  for  its  execution 
The  demand  was  immediately  waived. 

The  allied  monarchs  did  not  intend  to  enter  into  any  ne» 
gotiations,  nor  explain  their  real  intentions,  which  we(e  to 
restore  the  Bourbons.  They  therefore,  delayed  the  confer* 
ences  on  the  most  absurd  and  frivolous  pretexts.  After  three 
conferences,  the  commissioners  departed,  perfectly  unac- 
quamted  with  the  demands  of  the  allies,  but  having  re- 
ceived an  assurance,  as  false  as  it  was  positive,  that  "  the 
foreign  courts  made  no  pretentions  to  interfere  with  the  form 
of  the  French  government."  When  they  arrived  at  Paris, 
Lafayette  found,  to  his  great  regret,  that  the  city  had  ca* 
pitulated.  and  that  Wellington  and  Blucber  were  about  to 
enter  the  capital.  Paris  surrendered  on  the  third  of  Juljt 
1815  ;  and  what  remained  of  the  representative  government 
which  Bonaparte  bad  created  for  his  own  purposes,  but  which 
Lafayette  had  turned  against  him,  was  soon  afterwards  dis* 
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af  HagiMoitt,  and  of  iIm  pttiolw  ■liniHiilKf 
wUcbtohiidiNMed.  OkillMi 
j^^  of  die  01^  fd  Mjj  dw  doon  of  tbe  UMoUjr 
JiiHidigiaurded  and-  doaad.  Although  the  depmiea  had  mh 
4Mr  tbe  power  nor  inoliiiadoB  to  rent  tUa  aifaiMqr  ^^  diagr 
iMd  too  nmch  qnfii  and  pattiolim  lo  aepante  widiOQl  aoieflUi^ 
tf  peoleadng  against  itt  mjustioe.  Lafa]rette.recerfed  a  gretf 
— mleratlMsownhonae,and  proeeeded  widithMn  to  tbeprerf* 
4ettt%  when,  more  thana  hundred medbers  hairing  a^fhed  the 
froG^Ferbal)  thejr  retired  qtiietijr  lo  their  faomea.* 

La&yette  went  immediately  to  La  Crrange,  from  wUch,  b 
"fcct,  he  had  been  only  a  month  absent,  and  resumed  his  agn* 
•Guhoral  employments.  Therci  in  the  midst  of  a  fiunSy  of 
dbore  twenty  efaHdren  and  grandchildren,  who  all  looked  up  to 
hhn  as  their  patriarchal  chief,  he  lived  in  simple  and  sincere 
happiness,  and  in  complete  retirement,  until  the  year  1817, 
"When  he  was  elected  a  deputy  from  La  Sarthe,  although  oppos- 
ed by  the  whole  influence  of  die  government.  He  was  a  con- 
spicuous member  of  die  chamber,  and  in  all  his  votes  has  shown 
inmself  constant  to  his  ancient  principles.  When  the  ministiy 
proposed  to  establish  a  censorship  of  tbe  press,  he  resisted  them 
m  an  able  speech ;  but  Lafayette  was  never  a  factious  man, 
and,  therefore,  he  has  never  made  any  further  opporition  to  the 
present  order  of  things  in  France,  than  his  conscience  and  hts 
official  place  required.  That  he  does  not  approve  the  present 
constitution  of  the  monarchy,  his  votes  as  a  deputy,  and  his 
whole  life,  plainly  show;  and  thathis  steady  and  temperate  opposi- 
tion is  matter  of  serious  anxiety  to  the  family  now  on  the  throne, 
is  apparent,  from  their  conduct  towards  him  during  the  last  ten 
years,  and  their  management  of  the  public  press  since  he  has 
been  in  this  country.  In  fact,  the  course  which  he  has  pur- 
sued, not  only  since  the  restoration  of  the  Bourbons,  but  during 
the  reign  of  Napoleon,  ought  to  be  viewed  by  the  citizens  of 
diis  republic,  as  a  motive  for  fresh  esteem  and  gratitude.  Ht 
«Bojea>Fniiea, U« elup. v,ymBHp.aag   867, 343. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


MAB^qn^siorafeTnu  SIT 


Im  mUbmlf  acted,  kT^aid  to  te  acbiMny  oMoiint  «id 
measures  of  the  in^ieml  aklrojiBl  aAahuMatiebe,  like <mw 
who  deemed  the  voloatasrjr  aHe^aoM  which  hebadpaidki  his 
youth  to  the  priDC^)le8  6f  fteedom,  as.pcif)etualfy'  obligaiorf, 
•ndpafamouottoaHcoiiaklerafioDsof  personal  intereBi  and  to* 
eorhyt  at  any  j>eriod  or  in  any  sitdatiqn.  In  the  chamber  of 
deputiesy  under  the  existing  goiremment  of  France,  he  always 
stood  fiath  the  cfaampioa  of  constitutional  and  natural  righfis 
•end  the  adversary  of  deqxitic  doctrine  and  rule,  widi  a  firm- 
aessp  serenity,  and  dignity,  which  must  have  finally  extorted 
^e  admiration  even  of  the  tiUras,  who  so  often  sought  to  force 
him  down  by  damonr  and  meimces.  He  came  to  this  country 
li  liberal  by  generons  instinct  and  enlightened  reason  9— ^  has 
remained  so  through  ail  vicissitudes  and  dangers.  He  hat 
never  deserted  the  banneri^  under  which  he  first  contended ;  he 
has  done  honour  to  the  political  school  in  which  he  was  focm* 
ed,  by  proving  that  the  true  disciple  can  never  be  an  apostate 
nor  a  'prevaricator.  It  is  enough  to  say,  that  he  is  eminent!^ 
obnoxious  to  the  governments  of  France,  Austria,  and  Prussaa; 
•4^0  is  odious  to  than  and  to  the  Russians,  as  the  vetoran  aiid 
jbflexible  apostle  of  that  creed  whidi  they  most  dread,  and  are 
most  anxious  to  suppress ; — he  is  the  worst  dl  liberals  in  ^dior 
e]res;  a  patrician  by  birth,  the  suliject  of  a  monarchy,  who 
deserted  to  republicanism  at  the  first  opportunity;  who  wotdd 
never  afterwards  bend  the  knee  to  absolute  power,  aitd  whom 
diey  have  been  unable  to  crush,  although  he  has  raised  his  voice 
to  all  die  globe  against  their  doctrines  and  designs,  and  become 
ihe  model  and  patriateh  of  constitutionalists^* 

M.  de  Lafayette  now  withdrew  himself  entirely  firompofitH 
eal  aflairs,  encircled  by  diose  he  best  loved,  and  codsciotis  that 
he  had  done  every  thhig  fer  Us  country  that  his  powers  and  op* 
portimities  had  alfewed.  Let  us  follow  diis  ^^  last  of  the  Hop* 
mans,''  for  a  moment,  to  his  peaceful  retreat,  and  contemplate 
die  man  who  had  rode  upon  ruder  storms,  and  dared'greator 

•Hwdi  Afflsrioui  Reritw,  Jaaiuiy,  ISda^Nittoiiiil  Gbsttlst  Pefarm- 
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*  dangei^ii  dHB  «Iiiio8laiqroifaeif  of  die  aj^e,  cdadf  and 
•oifif  enjoying  the  flubstaildal  luzuries  (^  domestic  life. 

The  chfttMn  of  La  Grange  lies  m  the  fertile  district  of  La 
Brie;  so  remote  from  any  high ioad|  so  lonely,  so  wood-em* 
boaomedi  diat  a  qMM  more  sequesmed,  more  apparendy  di»* 
last  from  the  btisding  ivorld,  and  aO  its  scenes  of  conflict  and 
activity,  can  scaicdy  be  imagined.*  It  b  situated  about  foi^ 
miles  from  Paris,  amid  prolific  orchards  and  antiquated  ivoods. 
The  chateau  is  of  smgular  constraction,  quadrangular,  and  or- 
namented by  Moorish  towers  at  each  angle,  which  have  no  un- 
pleasing  eftct.  This  estate,  belonging  to  die  fortune  of  Us 
wife,  and  a  small  farm  b  Auvergne,  were  all  that  remained  of 
his  weakh :  he  had  lost  every  thing  besides,  in  the  madness  of 
revolutionary  confiscation.  The  building  is  ancient,  (having 
been  founded  by  Louis  Le  Gros,)  and  fimffy  frumished :  the 
wood  whid^  adjoins  it,  is  beautiful,  divided' in  the  old  style,  by 
kng  green  alleys,  intersecting  one  another,  and  admirab^ 
adapted  for  a  studious  walk,  or  for  reading,  remote  fiom*  noise. 
'  It  was  here  that,  m  1802,  he  received  with  tearfiil  eyes,  and 
joyful  smiles,  the  celebrated  British  statesman  who  had  so  ek>- 
quently  and  pathetically  jdeaded  his  cause  in  the  British  parHap 
ment.  Lafayette  had  become  acquainted  widi  Mr.  Fox  at 
an  early  age,  during  a  visit  to  London.  There  was  too  mudi 
ooi^;enia]ity  in  their  souls  not  to  produce  an  early  and  strong 
sentiment  of  friendship.  While  the  hero  was  promoting  the 
cause  of  liberty  in  America,  the  statesman  laboured,  with  equal 
aeal,  m  the  British  house  of  commons,  to  inspire  an  obstinate 
and  unenlightened  ministry  with  respect  for  the  rights  of  hi^ 
manity,  and  mercy  for  the  sufifering  Americans. 

Lafayette  resides  on  his  estate  m  rural  simplidty,  and  m^ 
ostentatious  hosfMtality ;  and  there  are  few  Americans  vdio  do 
-not  ofe  their  reqpects  to  the  benefactor  of  their  country.  No 
aiBy  afibctation--»-oo  studied  welcome — no  idle  airs  of  ceremo- 
iiy^--«re  seen  there.    The  benevolent  countenances,  and  warm 

*Tlie  aooouit  of  La  Oranf*  ia4  ita  infaabiianta  ii  oompiM  fitm  J^tdf 
Morgan's  Franoa,  Trottar*g  lift  of  Fot.  Memoin  of  Laiayetta,  ter  4».  t 
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(Wekxtte,,  of  a^MMl  and  tutaUe  fiuuty,  ««  ddi^rtfitl  t» te 
hearts  of  tho8e,iii^gotolja6iai^  widithemooAfediDi^ 
Ibe  steps  of  tbe  weaiy  pilgrim  i^pcoacb  the  sfarine  of  aainlad 
excellence. 

Modesty  plaiDf  and  nnaiwmiiii>g  id  his  geneanl  di^ortraent, 
Lafayette  has  ever  been  averse  to  parade  and  ostentalian. 
Habited  in  his  gray  coat  and  round  hat,  with  a  cane  in  Us  hand, 
and  accoinpanied  by  his  grandson,  he  would  ramble  over  his 
farms,  visiting  bis  sheep-folds,  Us  oow-«taUs,  and  his  dairies,  and 
enjoying,  with  much  relish,  the  avocations  of  agriculture.  His 
manner  to  the  peasantry,  and  to  the  workmen  ei^ged  in  the  vft> 
rious  rustic  offices  of  Us  domains,  was  extremely  gracious,  and 
he  freely  engaged  in  lively  and  faaoiliar  ccHiversation  with  them.  * 
And  this  condescending  kindness  was  repaid  by  boundless  aP 
fection,  and  respect  amounting  almost  to  veneratioD.  In  a  plain, 
^but  s{kick>us,  room  of  the  chateau,  the  peasantry  of  the  nei^ 
bourbood,  assemble,  (1816,)  every  Sunday  evening,  in  winter, 
to  dance  to  the  meny  sound  of  the  vk)lin,  and  are  regaled  widi 
cakes,  and  eaw^mcrie.  The  general  is  usually,  and  his  family 
are  always,  present  at  these  rustic  balb;  the  younger  mem* 
bws  occasiopally  dancing  among  the  toiantiy.  In  the  summer, 
this  patriarchal  re-uoion  takes  place  b  die  park,  wher«  a  qpaee 
is  cleared  for  the  purpose,  shaded  by  the  kfty  trees  which  en- 
.circle  it. 

Living  in  this  ample  manner,  in  the  bosom  €t  a  tender  and 
j&ctionate  family,  the  general  exb3i>its  the  iHigfat  example  of 
a  public  man,  ccMit^Bt  with  little,  free  from  envious  and  angry 
feelings,  and  willing  to  live  in  dignified  sit^MSe,  when  he  had  not 
the  power  to  do  good.  His  benevolent  features;  his  frank 
and  warm  manners,  which  make  him  almost  adored  in  Us  fiuni- 
ly ;  and  a  placid  contentedness,  amounting  to  cheerfidness,  al* 
together  have  an  irresistible  efifect  in  gaining  die  aflections  and 
esteem  of  those  admitted  to  bis  more  intimate  socieQr.  Not 
only  true  to  his  principles,  and  faidiful  to  hiseountry,  but  aflfeo- 
tionate  to  his  family,  and  kmd  to  his  friends,  he  is  eminentlf 
worthy  of  bemg  pronounced  a  good  father,  a  good  husband,  a 
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<^Mid  dfinn,  a  good  pttnot,  mA  a-good  omb.^^As  amplefti 

vtheir  dre6%  as  kitkeir  onamer  of  Kfing,  it  would  be  in  vain  to 

:i0ek  for  apkodid  dj-eases,  Jewda,  or.aiqr  of  die  trappings  of 

wcHrldly  vanity,  at  La  Grange.    "  The  jewek  of  tbe  Laiajr- 

.etie  hxaafy  are  those  of  the  mother  of  the  Gracchi.'' 

.  .  The  benevoiencei  homanity,  and  generonty  of  Lafayette, 

Inif^t  be  tlluatrated  by  a  muldtude  of  examples,  a  selection 

fixim  which  will  prove,  that  whether  amid  the  turmoils  of  war, 

the  perplexfties  of  politics,  or  the  pleasures  of  retirement,  he 

sever  ibi^t  the  duties  of  a  man,  or  ceased  to  feel  the  impulse 

of  a  noble  heart    We  have  already  rec(»rded  his  benefaction  to 

the  su&rers  from  fire  in  Boston,  in  1787 ;  his  supplies  of  clodi- 

mg  and  abscrfute  necessaries,  to  the  American  soldiers,  at  dit 

ferent  pmods ;  his  humanity  to  the  sick  and  the  wounded ;  his 

kindness  to  indigent  or  distressed  Americans,  in  France,  &c. 

Mc*     A  few  anecdotes  of  the  same  nature,  wiU  serve  to  exalt 

hb  character.— Towards  the  close  erf  the  year  1777,  or  be^n* 

ning  of  1778,  Lafayette  arrived  at  the  camp  near  Albany,  at 

•the  very  momeot  when  one  Buder,  a  captain  m  the  Britidi 

■army,  was  about  to  be  executed,  by  the  command  of  Arnold* 

He  instantly  arrested  the  punidmient,  m  cnrder  to  examine  into 

the  case.    The  man  was  undoubtedly  guilty,  but  the  young 

-general  took  advantage  of  some  mforma&ty  in  the  proceedings, 

and  the  deliverance  of  Butler  was  the  first  act  of  his  com- 

BMnd.^**— At  a  time  when  bis  liberality  had  so  reduced  his 

funds,  that  he  was  obliged  to  write  to  France  to  proems  sup^ 

plies,  he,  one  day,  while  inspecting  the  camp,  perceived  a  man 

miserably  dressed,  seated  at  the  foot  of  a  tree,  his  ftce  covered 

with  his  hands,  and  dl>ows  resdng  on  his  knees,  so  profoundly 

immersed  in  melancholy,  that  he  did  not  perceive  the  approach 

4>f  the  general:    La&yette  stopped  some  minutes  to  observe 

lam,  and  hearing  him  sigh,  inquired  the  cause  of  ins  grief,  with 

a  tone,  of  voiee  and  sweetness  pecdiar  to  himself.      The  man 

informed  him  that  be  had  recendy  joined  the  army,  and  had 

kft  a  yousi;  wife,  and  two  little  children,  who  depended  en* 

•Mim.H»t.p.l28-4). 
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Jbfifoa  Mb  hdnsoy  for  their  siqiport,  ant}  duet  ^  fofthm  coo** 
ditipD  of  Us  fiunilf  did  not  aHow  him  a  moment's  peaoe*  The 
general  inquked  his  address,  and  told  him  not  to  distress  himr 
.aelfy  as  he  would  pro^de  ibr  his  family.  It  is  hardly  necessa* 
xy  to.  add,  that  this  promise  was  faithfully  kept.^ — ^Eariy  in  the 
jear  1780,  a  young  native  of  Ireiandf  was  compelled  to  leave 
Ireland,  in  consequence  of  his  patriotic  zeal  in  favour  of  the 
freedom  and  independence  of  his  country ;  and  he  retired  to 
Paris,  where  he  met  with  general  de  Lafayette.  At  that 
lime,  an  invasion  of  Ireland  from  France,  was  the  topic  ofcon>- 
versatioQ  in  the  military  and  pditical  circles  of  the  French  capt^ 
.  taL  Lafayette  made  many  inquiries  of  the  young  Irishman, 
concerning  the  state  of  Ireland ;  and  they  separated  for  the 
lime.  The  patriotic  exile  of  Erin  subsequently  returned  to  his 
country,  established  a  newspaper,  was  dragged  before  the  Irish 
house  of  commons,  for  his  ardour  in  the  cause  of  oppressed 
Ireland,  and  ultimately  felt  himself  compelled  to  en;iigrate  to 
the  United  States,  after  undergobg  a  most  vexatious  and  e». 
pensive  prosecution. — ^He  arrived  at  Philadelphia,  in  the  year 
1784,  in  company  widi  a  gentleman  who  had  a  letter  of  intnv 
duction  to  general  Washington.  This  gentleman  proceeded  to 
Jdount  Vernon,  where  he  found  Lafayette.  In  the  course  of 
conversation,  the  latter  inquired  about  his  young  Irish  acquaint- 
ance, whose  examinatbn  before  the  house  of  commoos  bad 
been  published  in  the  American  papers.  He  was  then  inform* 
^ed  that  the  persecuted  Irishman  had  arrived  in  Philadelphia* 
A  few  days  afterwards, ,  Lafayette  visited  that  city,  and  senft 
jbrthe  gentlenum  for  whom  he  had  evinced  so  much  solicitude 
An  mterview  took  place.  The  general  asked  many  quesdonii^' 
and,  amopg  others,  what  his  young  fiiend  intended  to  dp  in  thii 
country?  He  replied  that,  as  soon  as  he. received  funds  iroai 
Ireland,  k  was  his  intention  to  establish  a  newspaper.  Tho 
tiext  moramg,  the  Irish  gentleman  received  a  polite  bote  fiooa 
lUafayette,  enclosing ^wr  hundred  duM^rs,  m  not^s.gif  ib$ 

*  Mem.  of  Lafayette,  p.  24,  25. 
f  MathewCar^,  Biq.  now  lin»gm  fhUaclelplrfa. 
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bank  of  Nbith  Ainerica,  urithout  any  expknatkui  of  its  object 
The  grateful  stranger  hastened  to  the  lodgings  of  the  generaly 
to  express  his  feelings  on  the  occasion;  but  the  benevolent 
liero  had  taken  his  departure  from  the  city,  on  his  way  to  Neiii^ 
York,  to  embark  for  Europe. — With  the  money  thus  received, 
a  paper  was  forthwith  established ;  and,  after  years  of  laborious, 
honourable,  and  patriotic  exertions,  the  Irish  gentleman,  who^ 
from  adverse  events  m  Ireland,  never  received  the  expected 
remittances  from  that  country)  has  attained  a  degree  of  respec- 
tability, wealth,  and  eminence,  no  less  useful  to  the  public,  than 
creditable  to  himself. — Comment  on  an  act  so  opportunely 
bene&centy  proceeding  from  motives  so  purely  philanthropic,  so 
evincive  of  his  ardent  attachment  to  liberty  and  to  its  friendd 
throughout  the  world,  and  so  productive  of  valuable  private  and 
public  advantages,  would  be  entirely  superfkious :  the  facts  w3I 
touch  the  heart  of  every  man  of  sensibility^  and  shed  adcfitiond 
histre  on  the  pure  and  exalted  character  of  the  *^  friend  of 
'Wa^ngton,  of  America,  and  mankind*"^-— At  Green  Spring, 
Virginia,  Lafayette  dashed  into  the  fire  of  Comwallis*  infantry, 
and  met  with  captain  Doyle,  of  the  third  Pennsylvania  regiment, 
grounded  in  the  leg,  and  leaning  against  a  tree.  The  general 
ordered  his  servant  to  Amount,  and  dismounting  himself,  placed 
Doyle  on  his  attendant's  horse.  While  he  was  assisting  Um  to 
mount,  the  wounded  officer  received  a  musket  bait  in  his  left 
shoulder.  But  the  gallant  Lafayette  did  not  kave  him  until  he 
saw  him  in  a  place  of  safety,  and  thus  saved  the  life  of  one  of 
die  bravest  captains  of  die  Pennsylvania  line.f-— During  tha 
French  revolution,  when  die  commune  of  Paris  insisted  on  his 
acceptance  of  his  emcrfuments  as  commander-in-chief  of  tha 
nadonal  guard,  which  he  refused  to  accept,  he  used  to  them  the 
fellowh^  language:  '^If  I  required  pecuniaiy  assistance,  I 

*  It  w  a  remtrkable  oircumitanoe,  that  after  a  Mpacation  of  nearly  half « 
eantnrj,  the  aeton  in  this  leene  again  met  on  the  tpot  where  it  waafini 
opened  by  the  well-timed  mnnificenee  of  Lafayette ;  aiid  that,  with  ■iugulM 
ftci^mif ,  it  wia  cloaed  by  the  voluntaiy  and  honourable  rapaymeiift  iih^ 
gilt 

tADtnM'Liuie'iJouiiMa. 
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Tvtnildhave  demanded  it:  but,  at  this  time,  when  the  sufieringp 
of  oiir  citizens,  andtlie  necessary  expenditures,  are  so  great,  I 
cannot  consent  to  increase  them.  My  fortune  is  sufficient  for 
fte  station  which  I  hold."* — ^In  the  beginning  of  1822,  soon 
after  die  revolution  in  Piedmont,  many  distinguished  Italians^ 
threatened  with  the  vengeance  of  the  Sardinian  government, 
fled  into  France,  Louis  XVIII,  being  cousin  to  the  kmg  of 
Sardinia,  formed  the  dastardly  project  of  apprehending,  and 
punishing  diese  poor  refugees.  One  of  them  applied  to  Lafay- 
ctte  for  protection,  who  requested  an  American  gentleman  to 
take  the  Italian  out  of  France  with  him,  as  a  servant.  The 
exile  was  soon  included  in  the  passport  under  a  feigned  name, 
and  they  were  on  the  point  of  setting  out  for  Havre,  when  in- 
fonriHtion  was  received  that  the  Bourbon  government  had  akeiv- 
ed  their  intentions,  and  would  no  longer  molest  the  refugees  from 
Piedmont. — When  Lafayette  embarked  for  America,  in  lTf% 
he  possessed  an  bcome  of  one  hundred  and  forty-six  thousand 
francs,  or  about  twenty-eight  thousand  seven  hundred  dollars. 
During  the  m  years,  from  1777,  to  1783,  he  expended  in  the 
American  service,  of  his  private  fortune,  seven  hundred  tiiousand 
francs,  equal  to  one  hundred  and  forty  tiibusand  doDars  !f — • 
We  conclude  these  anecdotes,  with  an  incident  which  presents 
bis  character  in  the  most  delightfril  point  of  view : — In  March» 
1803,  congress  made  a  grant  of  eleven  thousand  five  hundred 
^d  twenty  acres  of  land  to  general  Lafayette.  In  the  year 
fi>l]owing,  he  was  avthorized  to  hc^Xe  his  warrant  on  any  va» 
cant  land  in  the  territory  of  Orleans ;  and,  onitbe  seventh  Aprfl, 
1806,  his  agent  in  this  country  did  locate  a  tract  of  one  thousand 
acres  vacant  land,  adjoining  the  city  of  New-Orfeans.  On  dw 
third  March,  1807,  congress,  without  adverting  to  tfab  locatkm 
fn  behalf  of  die  general,  and  indeed,  wholly  uneonscious  of  the 
fact  that  It  liad  been  made,  granted  to  the  corporation  of  ihm 
chy  of  If  ew-Orleans,  a  space  of  six  hundred  yards  around  tim' 
fortifications  of  the  city,  inehidiBg  a  valuable  portion  of  ibeireij 

•Mto.  Hist  183. 
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land  which  bad  been  {a-eviojusly  OBtered  by  Lafayette.  He 
was  immediately  informed  of  the  fact.  It  was  stated  to  bim 
that  his  right  to  this  laad  was  unquestiooable,  and  the  legal 
^opinion  of  an  eminent  lawyer  and  jurist  was  forwarded  to 
him,  with  the  assurance  that,  in  a  contest  with  the  ci^r  of  New* 
Orleans,  he  must  succeed.  The  value  of  the  land  had  beea 
discovered,  and  fifty  thousand  doUars  could,  even  dien,  have 
been  obtained  for  the  general's  title  to  it.  But  what  vras  the 
conduct  of  Lafayette,  on  being  informed  of  these  fects.'^  He^ 
promptly  and  without  hesitation,  communicated  to  his  agent, 
*<diat  he  would  not  consent  ev^n  to  inquire  mto  the  validity  of 
his  tide ;  that  he  could  not  think  of  entering  into  litigation  with 
.any  public  body  in  the  United  States ;  that  die  property  had 
been  gratuitously  bestowed  upon  him  by  the  United  States,  and 
it  was  with  them  to  say  what  had  been  given ;"  and  he  aceom* 
pctttied  these  declarations  with  a  posidve  direction  to  his  agent 
Co  relinqui^  his  entry,  and  to  make  a  location  elsewhere.  This 
was  done,  and  die  land  substituted  for  that  which  was  lost,  is  of 
.very  inconsiderable  value ;  ^ile  on  a  portion  of  that  whidi 
jn^as  so  generously  relinquished,  now  stands  a  valuable  part  of 
the  city  of  New-Orleans,  valued,  according  to  correct  estimates^ 
at  &om  four  to  Jive  hundred  thousand  doUnrs.* 

On  the  twenty-fourth  of  December ,  1 807,  Lafayette  eiqperi* 
eaoed  a  bbw  which  it  required  all  his  religion  and  philosophy 
|o  support*  His  wife,-^s  best  friend,  his  faithful  and  h^oio 
Mmpaaion ;  adorned  with  every  virtue ;  pious,  modest,  gett&- 
nous,  and  faidi&l;  affectionate,  yet  frm,  and  gende,  yet  resohr* 
qd,— the  loog'tried  wife  of  his  bosom,  at  length  sunk  tmderher 
misfortunes,  and  was  torn  from  the  arms  of  her  husband  at  an 
me  when  she  might  have  expected  many  years  of  happiness  «i 
Store*  But  the  dastardly  ferocity  of  tyrants  brought  to  an  on* 
tamely  grave,  in  the  forty*seventh  year  of  her  age,  a  woman  ^fb0 
was  once  the  soul  of  her  numerous  family,  the  support  of  the 
poor,  the  ornament  of  her  country,  and  the  honour  of  her  sex.-— 
phe  was,  indeed,  a  superior  and  admirable  woman,  possessor 

*Col(mel  Hayii9'8  (of  8.  Car olinai)  Speech  InCongreM,  Dec.  90,  IdM. 
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Ae  fai^  polish  of  tbe  ancieot  nobilitjry  ebquentt  and  animated. 
In  the  society  of  a  cherished  husbimd,  and  affaclioDate  childreDi 
^e  regretted  nothing  of  past  qplendour,  and  was  happy  in  re» 
tirement.— In  Aer  chamung  daughters,  was  fixmd  none  of  that 
bsipid  languor,  or  wretched  aflfectation,  which,  m  young  women 
of  fashion,  so  much  destroys  originafity  of  character,  and  shows 
us,  in  one  fashionable  young  lady,  the  prototype  of  tendiousand.* 
Their  only  son,  Geoige  Washingtcm  Lafayette,  served  from 
the  commencement  d*  the  war,  in  1800,  as  one  of  the  guides 
d^honnewr  to  the  guards  of  the  first  consul,  and  armed  and 
equipped  himself  athis  own  expense,  andnever  consented  to  r»> 
ceive  any  pay.  General  Grouchy  appointed  him  his  aid-de- 
camp, as  he  was  exttemely  intelUgent,  brave,  active,  and  an 
officer  of  great  merit  Bonaparte  extended  the  resentment  he 
boretfae  father  to  all  attached  to  the  family  of  Lafayette,  Bat 
this  unworthy  treatment  did  bkH  prevent  €reorge  Washington 
from  continuing  his  services,  with  great  and  diptinguished  ao-> 
livity,  even  when  tbe  emperor  caused  it  to  be  insinuated  to 
turn  that  he  ought  lo  tender  his  resignatioD»  At  the  battle  of 
Eylauy  he  twice  saved  die  life  of  general  Grouchy*  Tbe  lal^ 
ter  flEHtde  a  brilliant  report  of  his  conduct,  and  requestad  a  i»^ 
motion  for  him  and  the  legion  of  honour :  ibe.fceat  and  mag- 
nanimous Napoleon  petulantly  erased  his  name  ftoni  tfaa  rqioiti 
Mt  oven  permitting  it  lo  appear  in  the  buUetiB  I  The  young 
nfficer»  neveiflieleaB,  oontineed  in  service,  and  did  not  retire  aa 
Ia  Gni^e,  nntil  after  the  ratification  of  peace  at  T!Wl-- In 
1803,  he  nwried  mademoiselle  de  Tracy,  datiq;|iler  of  tfaa 
count  and  nentnor  of  ina  name,  a  very  engaging  and  inleinstiiig 
hdy^  They  have  five  children,  dM  eldest  of  which  is  a  yonng 
womnaoftweBlyyeanofage,thef0ranrtteQif  hergrandfadwr.-** 
In  1795,  he  was  sent  widi  his  tolor  to  America^  toavoiddw 
inrron  of  French  denmcracy.  As  soon  as  he  vras  infanned 
nf  hii  anml  in  Boilon,  general  Wnriunglon  wrote  tn  a  fiiend, 
riM  hononrabk  George  Cdot,  MMfueediv  him  10  visit  die  young 
fapdeman^  and  make  him  acquainted  widi  die  rebtionsbetneen 
•Mm.  Liflytto,  fw  aaa-4^tksiiM't  Uib«rrox,^Ml 
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tfus  country  and  France,  which  would  prevent  the  preadentoT 
the  United  States  from  publicly  espousing  his  mterest;  but 
''assure  him,"  to  use  Washington's  words,  ''of  my  standmg  in 
the  place  of,  and  becoming  to  him,  a  father^  friend^  protecUr^ 
iMdttfp&rter.^^ 

Mademoiselle  Anastane  Lafayette,  married  Charles  Latoor 
Maubourg,  the  brother  of  her  father's  companion  in  misfortune. 
He  united  to  a  cold,  yet  agreeable  exterior,  great  senability  and 
courage,  with  very  little  ambiticMi*  IBs  family  consists  of  fixur 
children,  of  whom  two  are  married,  and  one  of  them  has  two 
children^— Mademoiselle  Virginia  Lafayette  married  M.  dd 
Lasteyrie,  ne[^ew  of  the  celebrated  iLgricuhurist  of  that  name. 
He  served  with  his  brother-in-law,  George  Washmgton,  in  did 
eampaigtis  of  Jena,  Eylau,  Friedland,  be.  where  he  greatly 
(JEstingUisbed  himself.  The  emperor,  who  knew  that  he  was 
the  son-in-law  of  Lafayette,  gave  him  neither  the  cross  of  ho- 
nour, nor  any  military  advancement;  and  always  erased  his 
name  from  the  list  of  officers  recommended  for  promotion.-— 
This  amiable  and  most  interesting  fenuly  seem  united  by  one 
hood  of  aflkction,  and  lo  desire  nothing  beyond  the  circle  of 
their  tranquil  manaon :  diey  constandy  present  for  contempla* 
tion,  die  most  perfect  unity  of  femily  interests,  habits,  taste,  and 
aiflbctions.j 

Blessed  with  die  ment  jxmms  in  earp&re  «aiie, — b  the  fill 
possesion  dt  every  faculty  and  talent  he  ever  possessed,  die 
memory  of  La&yette  has  all  the  tenacity  of  unworn  jroutbftd 
iec(rilectm.  His  conversation  is  brilMantly  enri<;hed  with  anec- 
dotes of  all  that  is  cdel»«ted,  m  character  and  event,  far  die 
hat  fifiy  years.  He  sqpeaks  and  writes  Engfish  widi  the  same 
fluency  aid  ease  as  he  does  his  native  tongue ;  and  has  made 
lunself  master  of  all  that  b  best  m>rth  knowing  in  English  litera- 
ture and  phibsophy.  He  converses  upon  almost  eveiy  sidijeet 
WorAy  to  engage  the  mind  of  a  great  and  good  man ;  some- 
tunes  io  French,  sometimes  in  En^ish )  always  with  ekiqueneOi 

•Mem.  La&yette,  280-1,993. -Biog. Die.  6ei.--Trottw'i  life  Fox,  9001 
iUam.  Lefrjetle,  871,  fM^fm^Udy  Hm^tn^B  Fnase^Sn; 
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fluencyi  and  qpirit  In  his  q>ist<dary  correspondence,  he  if 
everj  where  bdd  and  patrbtic ;  and  his  letters  are  marked  hj 
the  frankness  and  penetration  of  a  noble  and  vigorous  mind. 
His  elegant,  and  w ellK^hosen  coUectbn  of  books,  occupies  the 
highest  apartment  m  one  of  the  towers  of  the  chateau.  It  la 
m  circuktf  room,  adorned  with  the  busts  of  Washbgton,  FVank- 
fin,  and  other  distii^ished  American  patriots.  Here,  seated 
nt  his  desk,  he  can  see,  on  his  left,  lus  whole  farm,  and  his 
stables,  and  on  Us  right,  the  park,  and  a  very  large  and  elegant 
iawn,  covered  with  hixuriant  grass.  like  the  study  of  Mon* 
taigne,  it  hai^  over  die  farm-yard  of  the  phikraophical  agricul* 
turist.  ^  It  frequently  happens,"  said  he  to  Lady  Morgan, 
^that  my  maJnos,  and  my  tmy-caits,  dispute  my  attention  with 
your  Hume,  or  our  own  Vohaire."* 

The  unbent  and  noble  figure  of  Lafayette  is  sdll  as  opr^bt, 
bold,  and  vigorous,  as  the  mind  that  informs  it.  Grace,  strength, 
and  digni^,  disdnguisfa  die  fine  person  of  this  extraordinary 
man;  who,  though  £%-  years  before  the  world,  engaged  in 
acenes  of  strasge  and  eventfid  conflict,  does  not  yet  appear  Id 
have  passed  his  climacteric  Bustling  and  acthre  in  bosmeas, 
gracefid  and  elegant  in  society,  it  isdifficult  to  trace  b  one  of 
die  most  succesafiil  agricuhnristB,  and  one  of  the  most  peifeoC' 
fine  gei^men,  a  waitknr,  and  a  legislator. — ^But  the  patriot  k 
always  disoemibie.  Hisraannersare  plain  and  unostentatioiis; 
his  address  Und  and  coneifiadng.  Dinnng  die  American  revo* 
btion,  bissedatenesB  and  gravity,  and  the  simplicity  d*  his  man* 
sen,  could  not  6il  to  attract  attentioD.  Convensdi^  about  him 
weday  atthe  table  of  general  Washington,  Mrs.  Washington 
remarked  diat  all  Us  dress  was  singularly  plaHi,—<bat  he  never 
wore  lufilea— and  dmthe  had  nodiing  like  ^bow  about  him,  ex- 
cept in  the  caparison  of  his  faorBe.r— He  is  now  nearly  six^ 
df^t  years  of  age;  his  porttyfimn,  about  five  feet  eleven  indM 
li^;  his  qres,a»d  eye4)rawa,  prominent;  bat  his  fine  lEire* 
ImdypardaOy  concealed  by  «  wig.  His  gracefid  and  digmfied 
flMuneni  soon  put  his  company  perfidy  at  dieir  ease.  Cheat 
•MoifM's  FkMMM,  SBOr-JTox's  Lifc»  901-M«b.  Lafigrstts,  ML 
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mildness  beams  m  his  countenance,  which,  m  coiivefsa&n,  i$ 
brightened  by  a  smile  which  carries  with  it  evidence  that  it  pro* 
ceeds  from  the  heart.  He  is  lame,  from  a  fracture  of  the  thigjbk 
bone  in  the  year  1803,  but  not  so  much  as  matmally  to  impede 
bis  progress.     His  dress  b  that  of  the  plainest  citisen. 

Such  is  Lafayette.  His  name  has  long  been  consecrated  t» 
fame ;  and  his  existence  has  been  so  intimately  woren  koto  tho 
history  of  his  country,  ihat  her  records  and  her  chronicles  must 
have  mouldered  into  nothing,  ere  hi»  renown  AaH  be  fbrgotteoy 
or  the  memory  of  his  deeds  have  faded  into  oblivion.  His  £k 
lustrious  name  will  be  venerated  by  posterity ;  for  his  virtues 
and  his  deeds  have  distinguished  it  in  an  age»  '^whenextenstre 
celebrity  b  no  trifling  possesion ;  wbw  the  world  appears  to 
have  conspired  for  the  destruction  of  mediocriQr  ^  and  is  agreed 
to  repulse,  with  contenyt,  the  ambiticmt  pretenders  that  besiege, 
on  all  sides,  the  temple  of  renown.'* 

Lafayette,  desirous  of  again  behdding  the  scenes  of  his  yoiitlH 
fill  glory,  having  expressed  his  intention  of  re-visiting  this  com^ 
try,  congress,  on  the  fourth  of  February^  1 824,  ^'  Resolved^  thai 
whenever  the  president  shall  be  informed  of  the  time  when  tha 
marquis  may  be  ready  to  embark,  a  national  ship^  with  suitaUo 
accommodations,  be  employed  fo  bring  him  to  the  United  States*** 
The  modest,  "unassuming,  and  consistent  patriot^  deoliiied  tha 
honour  of  going  in  a  national  vessel,  preferring  a  passage  ia  • 
private  ship.  On  the  twelfth  of  Ju^^  1824,  he  embacisedeo 
board  die  packet  ship  Cadmus,  and  on  the  sixteenth  of  Amgustg 
Ifuided  at  New-York,  when  first  arose  the  sound  of  that  unH 
v^irsal  acelamatioa,  which  has  since  been  echoed  firom  the  Cor* 
djUeras  and  the  Andest* 

.  I^»ublies  have  been  cbG^tged  with  iBgradtods,  and  Eittropa* 
^  aaa,  ignorant  of  the  whole  structure  of  our  government,  and  ibo 
oourse  of  our  policy,  have  siqjposed  that  the  charge  is  jostifioi 
by  our  own  example.  But  when  it  sbidl  become  fiiHy  known 
ijbuEOad  how  the  United  States  have,  on  all  occasions,  aeted  to* 
iFMfds  fganenl  de  Lafiiyette;  when  it  shall  be  midttritnod  llii% 
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fe  addition  to  other  proofe  of  our  grati/idei*  we  approach  him 
in  his  old  age  with  the  expressions  of  c  ^r  afiectionate  attach- 
ment,  it  may  perhaps  be  acknowledged  fhat  :here  can  be  no  bet* 
ter  inheritance  than  the  gratitude  of  a  free  pecple. 

To  conclude  in  the  language  of  a  celebrated  nvriter^f  it  majf 
mdeedybe  said,  that  Lafayette,  himself,  enjoys  a  singular  dis- 
tinction :  for  it  is  a  strange  thbg  in  the  providence  of  God,  one 
that  never  happened  before,  and  will,  probably,  never  happen 
again,  that  an  individiJlJ  from  a  remote  quarter  of  the  worlds 
having  assisted  to  lay  the  foundation  of  a  great  nadon,  should  be 
permitted  thus  to  visit  the  posterity  of  those  he  served,  and  wit« 
iiess,  on  a  scale  so  vast,  the  work  of  his  own  sacrifices ;  the  re* 
Bult  of  grand  principles  in  government,  for  which  he  contended 
before  their  practical  effect  had  been  tried ;  the  growth  and 
maturity  of  institutions  which  he  assisted  to  establish,  when  their 
operation  could  be  calculated  only  by  the  widest  and  most  clear 
lighted  circumspection*  We  rejoice  m  it,  for  it  is,  we  doubt 
not,  the  most  gratifying  and  appropriate  reward  that  could  be 
offered  to  a  spirit  like  liis.  In  the  beautiful  phrase  which  Tad* 
lus  has  applied  to  Germanicus,  fiuUurfama  ;  for  he  must  be 
aware,  that  the  ocean  which  rolls  between  us  and  Europe,  ope* 
rates  like  the  grave  cm  all  feelings  of  pasaon  and  party,  and 
diat  the  voice  of  gratitude  and  admiration,  which  now  rises  to 
greet  him  from  every  city,  every  village,  and  every  heart,  of 
dns  wide  land,  is  as  pure  and  sincere  as  the  voice  of  posteri^. 


*C>ii  the  twttiity-eifhth  of  December,  1804,  aa  set  wu  pewed  Ij  i 
grew,  directing  the  eecretaiy  of  the  treasury  to  pay  to  general  LafryettOf 
fai  eonaideration  of  his  aerricea  and  lacrificea  in  the  war  of  the  reyolntiotti 
the  anm  of  two  hundred  thouaand  doUara ;  and  aho  granting  to  him  and 
hia  haira,  one  townahip  of  land,  to  be  laid  out  and  located  under  the  anthority 
of  the  preeident,  in  any  of  the  unappropriated  hada  of  the  United  Btatea^-* 
By  thb  aot,  the  reapreaentatirea  of  the  American  people  have  conferred  % 
laating  benefit  on  their  country ;  they  hare  perfimned  a  great  moral  duty  ; 
they  hare  auhatantially  proved  to  the  world  that  republioa  are  aol  always 
Ugratefbl. 

f  North  American  Reriew,  January,  1896. 
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GENERAL  LAFAYETTE 


V^iUll  tie  Vnitrtr  JU«tif* 


tAKOJMQ  or   THS  nation's   OUK8T  AT  NKW*rOBK|   AND  HIS 
TI8IT  TO  THE  XA8TBBN  STATES  IN  li924« 

As  soon  as  it  was  known  in  the  United  States  that  the  Mar- 
quis Lafayette  had  once  more  embarked  for  the  shores  of  his 
adopted  country,  a  general  joy  pervaded  the  nation,  and  all 
classes  of  citizens  were  prepared  to  take  a  lively  interest  in  his 
arrival.  The  cides  of  New-York  and  Boston  pardculariy,  an* 
ticipated  the  event  with  some  degree  of  impatiencei  and  eota^ 
ed  mto  such  general  arrangements  for  his  reception,  as  were 
best  calculated  to  do  honour  to  themselves  and  uieir  illustrious 
guest« 

General  Lafayette,  accompanied  bv  his  son,  Greorge  Wash- 
b^ton  Lafayette,  Mr.  Auguste  Le  Vasseur,  and  one  servant, 
arrived  b  the  harbour  of  New-York  on  the  mombg  of  the  1 5th 
of  August,  b  the  ship  Cadmus,  captam  Allyn,  after  a  pleasant 
passage  of  31  days  from  Havre.  His  arrival  was  made 
loiown  by  the  Telegraph  at  an  early  hour,  and  spread  througjh 
die  city  widi  electrical  rapidity.  Broadway  was  soon  throngdl, 
and  ikfi  Bi^ttery  crowded  with  people,  who  sallied  forth  widi 
the  expectation  that  the  hero  and  veteran  of  two  revoludoos^ 
would  come  dlrecdy  to  the  city.  The  arrangements  of  the  ci|;f 
'authorities,  however,  for  his  reception,  havbg  been  seasonab^ 
communicated  to  him,  he  landed  at  Staten  Island,  and  was  coiw 
ducted  to  the  seat  of  the  Vice  President,  where  he  remiuned 
llutHighthe  day,  and  passed  the  night  Fort  Lafayette  fired  • 
sahits  as  ihe.snip  passed,  and  a  salute  was  filed  as  die  Oeneral 
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In  the  atv  the  national  flag  was  immediately  hoisted  anddtf* 
played  at  all  die  publi<5  places  during  the  day. 

Proceedings,  upon  reception  of  the  Marquis  Lafayette  into 
the  city  of  New-York,  on  Monday,  tb?  16th  of  August. 

Arrangements  qftKt  Corporatum. 
The  committee  of  arrangements  of  the  Conporation  have  the 
pleasure  to  anoounoe  to  their  feDow  citizens  me  arrival  of  the 
nistinguished  guest  of  their  country,  the  Marquis  de  Lafayette* 
The  following  are  the  arrangements  made  for  his  reception 
in  the  city : 

The  Committee  of  Arrangements  of  the  Corporation,  the 
Crenerals  and  other  officers  ofthe  United  States  Army,  the  offi- 
cers of  the  Nav^,  the  Major  Generab  and  the  Brieadier  Gene^ 
hJs  of  the  Militia,  the  President  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce, 
the  Committee  bom  the  SodeQr  of  Cincinnati,  will  proceed  at 
9  o'clock  this  day,  to  Staten  Island,  where  the  Marquis  islodg- 
ed,  and  escort  him  to  the  city.  They  will  be  accompanied  by 
ibe  steam-boats,  all  with  decorations,  except  that  in  which  the 
Marquis  is  embarked,  which  will  only  have  the  flag  ofthe  United 
Stat4^  and  the  flag  o{  New-York;  bands  of  music  being  in 
each. 

.    The  Marquis'  embarkation  will  be  announced  by  a  salutt 
j&om  Fort  Lafayette,  and  the  steam-ship  Robert  Fulton. 
The  forts  m  the  harbour  will  also  salute  as  the  vessels  pass. 
The  maateiB  of  vessels  are  requested  to  hoist  their  fragp  at 
niast-liead,  and  where  convenient,  to  dress  their  vessels. 
]    The  belb  ofthe  city  will  be  rung  from  12  to  1  o'clock. 

The  portrait  room  of  the  City  Hall  is  appropriated  to  the 
Marquis,  Tidhere,  during  his  stay,  he  will  after  mis  day,  between 
the  hours  of  13  and  2  o'clock,  receive  the  visits  of  such  of  th# 
eitizens  as  are  desirous  of  paying  their  respects  to  him. 
'.  The  Qonunittee  of  Arrangements  of  the  Corporation  haidng 
accepted  the  pro&red  services  of  the  steam-ship  Robert  Fuhon^ 
tod  the  steam-boata  Chancellor  Livingston,  Oliver  Ellswordi^ 
H/sniy  Eckfordi  Connecticut,  Bellona,  Olive  Branch,  Nautilus^ 
$cp«;  tbey  were  all  superbly  dressed  wifli  flags  and  stream* 
pn  of  eveiy  natiooi  and  directed  to  meet  and  form  an  aquatio 

Ert  between  the  south  part  of  the  Batteiy  and  Govemor^s 
d|  aod  thence  proceed  in  order  to  Staten  Island.    The 
^lectaclei  u  the  boats  were  assonbling,  wu  truly  intere8dn| 
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.wd  beitilifiiL  The  BaHtelry  was  crowded  wA  respectable 
people  of  both  aexes ;  Caatle  Crarden  was  filled,  and  mety  boat 
that  arrived  to  take  its  statioo,  was  comntetely  ciowded  with 
elegant  dressed  ladies  and  gentleniea.  The  appearance  of  the 
Robert  Fulton,  as  she  came  down  the  East  River,  £rom  the  Nt« 
vy  Yard,  escorted  by  the  Connectiout  and  Oliver  EUlsworth,  all 
•uperbly  deccMrated,  was  rich  beyond  description*  Her  yards 
were  manned  to  the  round-tops,  widi  about  200  seamen  from 
the  Constitution,  who  made  an  elegant  appearance,  and  a  bat* 
talion  of  marines,  under  the  command  oi  Major  Smith,  was  od 
board,  with  a  band  of  music,  and  many  of  the  Naval  Qfficers  , 
upon  this  station,  together  withseveral  kdies  and  private  gende*  ' 
oien. 

Arrived  at  the  place  of  redesvous,  the  several,  vess^  com- 
prising the  fleet  took  their  station,  and  proceeded  in  regular 
order  to  the  quarantine,  as  follows  :--*First,  the  Chancellor 
Uvinggton,  on  board  of  which  were  the  committee  of  the  Cor« 
poration.  Major  General  Morton  and  suite,  a  number  of  the 
members  of  the  Cincinnati,  including  Colonels  Willet,  Varieki 
Trumbull,  Pktt,  and  others,  together  with  a  few  ladies,  several 
officers  and  prdessors  from  West  Point,  accompanied  by  the 
exceUent  mifitary  band  attached  to  that  institution.  On  the 
right  of  the  Chancellor,  and  about  a  length  in  rear,  *was  the 
Connecticut,  and  on  the  left,  to  correspond,  was  the  Oliver  E31s» 
worth.  Directly  in  the  rear  of  the  Chancellor,  was  the  Robert 
FuhcNi^  whose  loi^  masts  and  wide^spead  arms,  which  literal- 
ly  swaimed  with  men,  lowered  proudly  abov6  her  iete  pretend* 
ing,  but  not  less  gay  and  beautmil  consorts*  On  the  right  of 
the  Robert  Fulton,  about  a  length  in  the  rear,  wastbe  BdtooMf 
and  on  the  left,  the  Henry  Eckfoid,  in  a  station  to  correspond; 
.and  the  squadron  was  closed  by  the  Olive  Bcaacb*  and  Nautilus. 
The  signals  erchanged,  and  die  steam^^boats  having  attained 
.  their  stations,  as  above  staled,  the  squfadroii  got  mider  ^vciMh> 
amidst  the  cheers  of  thousands  <^d^gfated  spectators,  Toe 
.view  of  thi^  fleet  will  fic^haps  never  be  forgollea.  It  wacraot 
enly  unique,  but  beyond  a  doubt,  one  of  ^e  most  splendid 
apectaclesever  witneMid  on  this  part  6f  the  globe.  Tbes^uad* 
too, -bearing  six  thousand  of  onr  felbw  citizens,  iHajestieall^ 
look  its  course  towards  StafiBn.Uand,  ^there^  toisike.  on  board 
our  long  expected  and  honoured  guest  At  1  bV^lochthr fleet 
'arrived  tat  Staten^Iataild,  and  in  a  {fw.maiatea,  a  landavT^wai 
.ifiptMqhiQt  the  Het^  aeartheicaijr.    Tbi  Mainel^ 
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tb»  Vice-Prendeiit,  and  the  Ex-Govemor  Ogden,  of  New<J«h« 
iej,  havmg  alighted,  a  processbn  was  formed,  and  the  venert- 
hle  stranger,  supp(»rted  by  these  gentlemen,  followed  by  aD  the 
€&cerB  m  the  island,  and  a  crowd  of  citizens,  possmg  tbrougjh 
a  triumphal  arch,  round  which  was  tastefully  entwined  £e 
French  and  American  colours.  As  soon  as  the  Marquis  and 
guite  entered  on  the  broad  stairs,  c(Mmected  with,  and  leadmg 
to  the  steam-boat  which  was  to  convey  him  to  the  ci^r,  he  was 
.  received  by  die  committee  of  the  Common  Council,  who  con* 
ducted  him  on  board  the  Chancellor  Livingston.  On  entering 
this  splendid  vessel,  the  marines  paid  him  militaty  honours. 
He  was  now  introduced  to  the  committees  from  most  of  oof 
honoured  Associations,  and  the  General  Officers,  representii^ 
the  Infandry*  The  West  Point  band  all  this  time  was  playing 
"See  the  Conquering  Hero  Comes,**  ^^Oupeuionetremieux/' 
^  Hail  Columbia,"  and  the  ''MarseiDesHymn."  The  steam- 
ship now  fired  a  salute,  and  the  whole  squadron  got  under 
weigh  for  the  city,  in  the  same  order  as  before,  except  that  die 
Be^a  and  Olive  Branch,  fastened  each  side  of  the  CadmuSy 
(the  ship  which  brought  the  General  from  France,)  decorated 
.with  colours,  and  filled  with  passengers,  majesdcalfy  moved  up 
die  Bay.  The  sea  was  smooth  and  placid,  and  the  breeze  cod 
and  agreeable.  The  most  mteresting  sight,  was  the  reception 
of  the  General  by  his  old  companions  in  arms :  Colonel  Marmus 
Willet,now  in  bs  eighty-fifth  year,  General  Van  Courdandi 
General  Clarkson,  and  the  other  worthies,  whom  we  have  men- 
tioned* Colonel  Fish,  General  Lewis,  and  several  of  his  con^ 
.rades  were  absent*  He  embraced  them  all  aflfectbnately,  and 
Colonel  Willet  again  and  again*  He  knew  and  remembotd 
,  diem  all*    It  was  a  re-union  of  a  Icmg  separated  family* 

After  the  ceremony  of  embracing  and  coneratulations  were 
over,  he  sat  down  along-side  of  Colonel  Willet,  who  grew 
mung  a^ain,  and  ibu^t  all  his  battles  o'er.  **  Do  jtm  remem* 
ber,"  said  he,  ^  at  the  batde  ct  Monmouth,  I  was  vohinteer  aid 
toOenendSeottf  I  saw  you  in  the  beat  of  batde*  Yoawei^ 
but  a  boV|  but  you  were  a  serious  and  sedate  lad*  Aye,  ayerf 
I  remember  weU.  And  on  the  Mohawk,  I  sent  you  fifty  bt- 
dtans,  and  you  wrote  me,  that  they  set  up  such  a  yell,  diat  tbef 
fio^itened  the  British  horse,  and  they  ran  one  way  and  the  Ii^ 
diana  another*^ 

L    No  person  who  witnessed  this  interview,  will  ever  (bfgel  it% 
JUngr  an  boneat  tear  was  shed  on  the  oocaaioii*    Theyov^ 
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men  Mired  to  a  litde  distance,  while  the  venerable  solcfiers 
'  were  indulging  recoUections,  and  embracing  each  other  again 
mtkA  again ;  and  the  surrounding  joutfa  silently  dropt  the  tear  uiey 
could  no  longer  restrain.  Such  sincere,  such  honest  feelings, 
were  never  more  plamly  or  tnilj  expressed.  The  sudden 
changes  of  the  coimtmance  of  the  Marquis,  plainly  evinced  the 
emotions  he  endeavoured  to  suppress*  He  manfully  support- 
ed this  truhr  tiying  situation  for  some  time,  when  a  revolution- 
ary story  urom  the  venerable  Willet,  recalled  circurastancea 
long  passed :  the  incident,  the  friend  alluded  to,  made  the 
Maquis  sigh ;  and  his  sweUiug  heart  was  refieved,  when  he 
btuvt  into  tears.  The  sympathetic  feelings  extended  to  all  pre- 
'sent ;  and  even  the  hardy  tar  rubbed  away  the  tear  he  could 
no  longer  restrain.  The  scene  was  too  afiecting  to  be  conti- 
iMied,  and  one  of  the  Cmcinnati,  anxious  to  divert  the  attention 
of  the  Marauis,  his  eyes  flowing  with  tears,  announced  the  near 
•approach  or  the  steam-ship.  The  Marquis  advanced  to  the 
garter  railing,  where  he  was  no  sooner  perceived  by  the  mul- 
titude, than  an  instantaneous  cheer  most  loudly  expressed  the 
ddigbt  they  experienced.  The  other  steam-boats  m  succes- 
sion, presented  themselves,  and  passed,  each  giving  three  en- 
thnsiastic  cheers.  The  Marquis  was  delighted,  and  especially 
with  the  activinr  and  quickness,  with  which  200  of  our  gallant 
seaaien  manned  the  yards  of  the  steam-fidgate,  previous  to  the 
ariute.  About  2  o*clock,  P.  M.  the  fleet  arrived  oflf the  Battery. 
What  an  impressive  scene— 9000  men,  making  a  splendid  ap» 
pearance,  formed  in  line  with  a  battering  train.  The  ram- 
«|NurtB  and  parapets  of  the  Casde,  were  lined  with  ladies  and  gen- 
tlemen. The  flagHBtaflf,  the  windows,  and  even  the  roofs  otthd 
bouses  facing  the  Bay,  were  literally  crowded  with  spectators. 
Hundreds  of  boats  and  wherries  surrounded  the  Batteiy.  The 
Marquis  left  the  ChanceDor  Livingston  m  a  barge,  commanded 
hy  Lieutenant  Mix,  of  the  Navy,  accompanied  by  the  cowh 
sdktee  of  the  Corporation,  and  the  Cincinnati,  the  Generals  of 
Infantry,  he. ;  and  landed  amidst  the  cheers  and  acckmations 
*iOf  90,000  people,  who  filled  the  Castle,  Batteiy,  and  surround* 
ing  grounds  within  sight.  The  Marquis  now  entered  the  Ca^ 
tk,  which  was  tasteftrily  carpeted  from  the  hndDngptace  to  tbd 
«ffecenring  rooms.  He  then  partook  of  some  refreaunent,  and 
wras  introduced  to  some  distmguiabed  cidzens.  Perceiving  tfas 
Msdess  anxietv  of  nearly  3000  persons  in  the  Casde,  to  see  tbd 
itikuatdf  the  Marattia  advanced  to  the  centre  of  the  rear  oTAi 
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Ciflde,aod  was  greeted  with  bud  cheers.  Front  Gislfe  €hr» 
den,  he  proceeded  with  the  appointed  committee,  and  the  miln 
taiy  ana  naval  officersi  to  review  the  line  of  troops  mider  die 
command  of  Brigadier  General  Ben^ict.  The  muster  wai| 
on  this  occasion^  unusually  numerous  and  splendid,  each  corps 
viemg  with  the  oi^hers.  in  paying  a  tribute  of  respect  to  the  soldier 
of  the  revolution,  the  friend  and  companion  ot  Washingloo. 
.After  the  review,  the  General^  accompanied  by  general  Mortmii 
entered  a  barouche,  drawn  by  four  horses. 

The  committee  of  the  C)orporation,  accompanied  by  the 
General's  son,  George  Washington  Lafayette,  and  his  secre- 
.tary,  Mr.  La  Vasseur,  followed  the  carriages.  Hie  General 
was  escorted  by  a  corps  of  cavalry,  and  at  the  head  of  the 
column  of  troops,  proceeded  up  Broadway  to  the  Ciiy 
Hall.  The  crowds  wliich  had  assembled  to  pay  honour  to  tn9 
xespected  visitor,  and  to  be  gratified  with  a  view  of  his  persooi 
were  such  as  almost  to  prevent  the  passage  of  the  carriages  and 
.the  troops.  The  scene  could  not  buthave  affi>rded  to  the  Gen^ 
xal  the  most  delightful  gratifications. — ^Tbe  houses  to  the  very 
Xooh  were  filled  with  spectators,  and  to  the  mcessant  cheers  of . 
the  muhitude,  graceful  females  signified  thekr  welcome  by  dbe 
silent,  but  not  less  grateful  and  afiecting  testimony  of  the  waving 
p{  handkerchiefs. 

Arriv^  at  the  City  Hall»  the  Marquis  was  conducted  by  tte 
committee  to  the  Common  Council  chamber,  where  the  cop* 
poration  were  assembled.  The  members  €$  the  Common 
Council  rose  on  his  entrance,  and  upon  being  presented  by  the 
.Chairman,  Alderman  Zabriskie,  to  the  Mayor,  his  honour  aidr 
idressed  him  in  the  following  speech :-« 

Address  of  the  Mayor » 

Generalr— In  the  name  of  the  municipal  authority  of  die  ckff 
X  bid  you  «  smcere  welcome  to  the  shores  of  a  country,  «f 
^hose  fireedom  and  happiness  you  will  ever  be  considered  one 
fii  the  most  honoured  and  beloved  founders. 
.  Your  only  contemporaries  in  arms,  of  whom  indeed  but  few 
lemain,  have  not  forgot,  and  their  posterity  will  never  forged 
ibe  young  and  gallant  Frenchman  who  consecrated  his  youtl^ 
jbis  talents,  his  fortune  and  his  exertions,  to  their  catise^-^dbe 
iOiposed  his  life-r-who  shed  his  blood,  that  tfaey  might  beconaa 
fne  and  Imipy.  ,  They  will  recc^ct  with  profound  emotioQi 
#a^  fofig  as  they  remain  wortliiy  of  the  libenies  diey  enjoy^  mA 
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of  die  Bxections  jrou  made  to  obtain  tbem,  that  you  came  |o 
them  in  the  darkest  period  of  their  struggle— that  you  linked 
your  forAme  with  theirs,  when  it  seemed  almost  hopeless — that 
you  shared  in  the  dangers,  privations  and  sufferings  of  that  bit- 
ter struggle,  nor  quitted  them  for  a  moment,  till  it  was  consum- 
mated on  the  gbrious  field  of  Yorktown.  Half  a  century  has 
passed  since  that  great  event,  and  in  that  time  your  name  has 
become  as  dear  to  the  friends,  and  as  inseparably  connected 
with  the  cause  of  freedom,  in  the  old,  as  in  the  new  world. 

The  peoplie  of  the  United  States  look  up  to  you  as  to  one  of 
their  most  honoured  parents— 4he  country  cherishes  you  as  one 
of  the  most  beloved  of  her  sons.  I  hope  and  trust,  sir,  that  not 
only  the  present,  but  future  conduct  of  my  countrymen,  to  the 
latest  period  of  time,  will,  among  other  slanders,  refute  the  un- 
iust  imputation^  that  republics  are  always  ungrateful  to  their 
benefacUMTs. 

In  behalf  of  my  fellow  citizens  of  New-York,  and  speaking 
the  warm  and  universal  sendments  of  the  whole  people  of  the 
United  States,  I  repeat  their  welcome  to  our  common  country. 

Permit  me  to  add,  that  the  moment  of  my  life,  to  whidrl 
shall  look  back  with  the  greatest  pleasure  and  jpride,  will  be 
that,  in  which  it  fell  to  my  lot,  to  be  an  organ,  ior  expressix^, 
however  feeble,  a  nation's  gratitude. 

General  Ltfayette^s  answer. 

Sir-— While  I  am  so  affectionately  received  by  the  cidzens 
of  New-York  and  their  worthy  representatives,  1  feel  mysejf 
overwhelmed  with  inexpressiUe  emotk)ns.  The  sight  of  the 
American  shore,  after  so  long  an  absence,  the  recoUecUon  of  the 
many  respected  firiends  and  dear  companions,  no  more  to  l^ 
found  on  this  land,  the  pleasure  to  recognise  those  who  have  sur- 
vived, this  immense  concourse  of  a  free  republican  populatkn, 
who. so  kindly  welcome  me,  the  admirable  appearance  of  the 
troops,  the  presence  pf  a  corps  of  the  National  Navy,  have  esr 
cited  sentiments,  to  which  no  human  language  can  be  ade- 
<}uate.  You  have  been  pleased,  sir,  to  allude  to  the\happie0t 
tunes,  the  unalloyed  enjoyments  of  my  public  life  y  it  is  the  pride 
of  my  heart  to  have  been  one  of  the  earliest  adopted  sons  of 
America :  I  am  proud  also  to  add,  that  upwards  of  forty  yean 
a^o  I  have  been  particularly  honoured  with  the  freedom  of  tins 
city«  I  beg  you,  Mr.  Mayor,  I  beg  you,  gendemen,  to  accept 
yourselves,  and  to  transmit  to  the  citizens  of  New-York,  liia 
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homage  of  my  ptiibund,  and  everlasting  gratfciide,  derodoni  and 
respect. 

The  Genera]  and  Us  son  were  then  introduced  to  the  mem- 
bers of  the  common  councO  individually. 

After  the  adjournment  of  the  Common  Couneily  the  Marqins 
received  the  marching  salute  in  front  of  the  City  Hall,  and 
again  entered  the  Hall,  accompanied  by  his  son  and  suite,  and 
in  the  Governor's  room  received  the  Society  of  dm  Cincinnati, 
composed  of  his  surviving  brothers  and  companions  in  the  field, 
a  small  number  of  whom  still  remain  to  meet  and  congratulate 
their  long  absent,  but  highly  respected  friend  and  (ellow  sol- 
dier. Here  also  he  was  met  by  the  officers  of  the  army  and 
navy,  and  many  citizens  and  strangers.  From  the  Hall  he  was 
accompanied  by  the  Common  Council,  and  many  distinguished 
persons,  to  the  City  Hotel  to  dine,  escorted  by  the  troops. 

The  whole  exhibition,  from  the  landing  at  the  Battery,  to 
die  time  of  the  dispersion  of  the  people  at  the  Park,  was  in  a 
high  degree  interesting  and  grati^ing.  The  numbers  collect- 
ed were  perhaps  unequalled  on  any  former  festive  occasicxi. 
The  bouses  through  Broadway  were  filled  with  ^)ectators  of 
die  first  respectability,  and  the  street  was  crowded  with  people. 
Every  expression  of  good  feeling  was  manifested  from  the 
windows,  doors,  and  ^de*>walks ;  the  stranger  was  welcomed 
with  unfeigned  cordiality ;  and  we  think  it  must  have  afiiHtled 
to  the  Marquis  an  unusual  degree  of  delight  to  find  that  his 
services  were  remembered  and  acknowledged,  and  his  name 
cherished  by  a  free  and  grateful  people. 

The  day  was  singularly  fine-^e  water  scene  exceeded  in 
splendour  and  effect,  any  thing  of  the  kind  that  has  ever  been 
exhibited  here.  TTie  appearance  of  the  militaipr  was  highly 
creditable  in  equipments,  movements,  and  disciplme ;  and  we 
have  not  a  doubt  their  appearance,  when  contrasted  by  his  re- 
collection with  the  sufTenng  troops  of  the  war  of  Independence, 
must  have  made  a  deep  impression  upon  his  mind. 

On  Wednesday  morning,  the  IStn,  in  compliance  with  an 
bvitatbn  firom  Captain  Rodgers,  commandant  of  the  Navy 
Yard,  General  Lafayette,  attended  bjr  the  Committee  of  Ar- 
rangements, and  a  select  circle  of  ladies  and  gentlemen,  pro- 
ceeded in  the  elegant  steam-boat  Chancellor  Kent,  to  vi»t  the 
Navy  Yard  at  Brooklyn. 

As  the  James  Kent  passed  the  Grampus,  lying  in  the  Nordi 
River,  a  salute  of  21  guns  was  fired. 
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The  Kent'tbm  pioeeeded  miind  the  batteiy  and'  up  di^ 
£ast  River,  until  she  came  to  anchor  at  the  dock,  where  the 
ateam-frigate  is  moored,  when  the  Marquis  and  the  ladies  and 
gentlemen  of  the  party  disembarked — ihe  United  States  fin« 

Ste  Constellation  firing  at  the  same  time  a  salute  of  21  guns* 
1  landing,  he  was  received  by  three  cheers  firom  300  saikna 
drawn  up  for  the  occasion. 

The  General  then  went  on  board  of  the  steam-frigate,  and 
was  much  pleased  with  the  construction  of  this  formicUble  and 
uniaue  naval  batdement. 

On  returning,  the  jolly  tars  gave  three  more  hearty  cheers, 
and  the  General  proceeded  in  a  barge  to  the  Navy  Yard  f 
when  another  salute  of  21  guns  was  fired  on  his  landing,  and 
he  was  received  by  a  battalion  of  marines. 

The  General  was  then  conducted  on  board  the  Washingtoii 
74,  where  refreshments  were  provided  for  the  whole  party. 
After  refireshing  himself,  the  Gaieral  took  a  rapid  survey  of 
the  ships,  and  those  now  building,  and  returned  on  board  the 
Kent,  when  another  salute  was  bed  by  the  ConsdtuticHi. 

Upon  the  return  of  the  Marquis  Lafayette  firom  the  Navy 
Yard  on  Wednesday,  he  was  introduced,  with  his  son,  to  th« 
Historical  Society,  at  their  room  in  the  Institution,  at  2  o'ck>dc 
P.  M.  According  to  a  resolution^  passed  the  day  before,  they 
were  made  members  of  the  Society.  The  President,  Dr.  Ho- 
sack,  in  his  speech  to  the  Marquis,  said? 

"  General  Lafayette— In  compliance  with  the  tmanimous 
resolutions  of  the  New- York  Historical  Socie^,  I  have  the 
gratification  to  announce  to  you  your  election  as  an  honorary 
member  of  this  mstituticHi,  and  to  present  to  you  a  copy  of  their 
transactions. 

^  In  announcbg  to  you  the  resolution  of  this  society,  permil 
me  to  observe,  that  it  was  the  exclusive  objea  in  the  formatioa 
of  this  institution,  to  collect,  preserve,  and  record  the  materials 
appertaining  to  the  history  of  our  state  and  country.  Among 
these,  none  have  been  so  precious  as  those  relating  to  the  Re- 
volution, in  which  you  bore  a  memorable  and  distinguished  part, 
and  to  whom,  under  providence,  our  country  is  signally  indebt- 
ed for  its  independence,  and  the  prosperity  and  success  that 
have  followed  m  its  train. 

^  In  the  name  of  this  institution,  I  also  tender  to  you  their 
eongratuladons  upon  your  safe  arrival,  which  afibrds  you  the  op- 
portunity to  witness  the  happy  condition  of  that  countiy  in  wbo» 
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ftehdf,  die  sword  of  your  youth  was  drawn,  and  personally  19 
bear  your  testimony  to  the  blessings  which  have  followed  the 
achievements  that  have  been  accomplished  by  the  united  effi>rts 
of  a  Washington,  and  his  illustrious  companions  in  arms.  Ge* 
neraly  my  bosom  glows  at  the  associations  which  these  events 
bring  to  our  recollection,  and  every  heart  in  this  assembly  throbs 
with  inexpressible  emotions  at  the  sight  of  the  hero  who  this 
day  enters  their  Hall,  and  confers  a  lasting  honour  upon  the 
sittings  of  this  Society. 

"  Long,  long.  Sir,  may  you  live  to  enjoy  the  homage  so 
Justly  due,  and  spontaneously  ofiered  from  the  hearts  of  a  free 
and  grateful  people,  for  the  services  you  have  rendered  to  diis 
nation,  to  die  world,  to  liberty,  and  to  the  ever  memorable  es- 
tablishment of  the  only  example  on  earth — a  pure  unmixed  re* 
publican  form  of  government 

*^  The  same  heroic  page  that  records  these  events,  will  also 
mscribe  in  golden  ca|Mtals,  the  immortal  names  of  Washington 
and  Lafaykttex'' 

Greneral  Lafayette  thereupon  rose  and  replied  as  follows  :--* 

«  Sir*-With  the  most  lively  gratitude,  I  receive  the  honour 
which  the  Historical  Society  of  New-York  have  conferred  by 
electing  me  one  of  their  members. 

^Permit  me  also  thankfully  to  acknowledge  the  flattering 
manner  in  which  you  are  pleased  to  announce  this  mark  of  dieir 
benevolence. 

''The  United  States,  Sir,  are  the  first  nation,  on  the  records 
of  history,  who  have  founded  their  constitutions  upon  an  honest 
bvesdgatkxi,  and  clear  de6nttion  of  their  natural  and  social 
rights. 

*^  Nor  can  we  doubt,  but  that,  notwithstanding  the  combina- 
tions made  elsewhere  by  despotism  and  aristocracy,  against 
tfiose  sacred  rights  of  mankind,  immense  majorides  in  other 
countries,  shaO  not  m  vain  observe  the  happiness  and  prosperi- 
ty of  a  free,  virtuous,  and  enfightened  people." 

The  President  of  the  Society  next  addressed  M.  George 
Washington  Lafayette  as  fdbws  >-» 

"  George  Washmgton  Lafayette — ^In  accordance  with  the 
resolution  of  the  New-York  Historical  Society,  I  have  also  the 
honour  to  present  you  a  similar  evidence  of  memberdiip,  with 
that  conferred  upon  your  illustrious  Sire. 

**  May  you.  Sir,  emulate  his  talents  and  his  virtues ;  and  may 
^  tame  undaunted  spirit  which  led  him  to  ofl^  his  liie  at  the 
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«kar  of  freedom,  animate  the  boooin  of  theaoD  in  Aeaamei^ 


To  which  the  followmg  replf  was  made  >^ 

Sir-**I  camioc  find  wmls  adequate  to  the  feelings  whieh  I 
wxpenence  at  this  moment* 

**  Permitme  to  begof  you  to  nvesent  to  the  members  of  this 
-Society,  die  homage  of  my  prowund  respect  and  gratitude,  for 
the  unexpected  hcwour,  at  this  time  conferred  upon  me."* 

The  Marquis  and  his  son  were  then  conducted  into  the  Gal^ 
lery  of  Fine  Arts  and  the  Lyceum,  and  afterwards  returned  to 
the  City  Hotel,  accompanied  by  Dr.  Hosaek,  General  Van 
Cburtlandt,  and  Aldermen  Hone  and  WyekoC 

In  the  eveni^  Ae  General  gave  a  dinner  to  Captain  Rodgers 
«nd  the  Naval  Officers  on  thb  station— after  which  he  rode  out 
Vid  made  several  calls. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Common  Council  for  the  despatch  of 
business  in  the  evenmg,  (Wediaesday,)  Alderman  Zabriskie 
made  the  following  remarks :— -> 

*^  Mr.  Mayor-— At  die  request  of  the  committee,  appointed  ' 
by  the  Common  Council,  for  the  reception  of  Greneral  Lafayet^ 
I  rise  with  no  ordmaiy  emotions,  to  propose  for  the  adoption  of 
the  Common  Council,  the  two  resolutions,  now  before  me ; 
resolutions  which  I  feel  justified  in  asserting,  will  pass  with  the 
tmanimous  approbation  of  this  Board.  The  first,  ttr,  is  a  reso* 
lution,  that  a  committee  be  appointed  to  wait  upon  Greneral 
Lafayette,  and  request  that  he  will  be  pleased  to  sit  for  his  Por^ 
trait,  to  be  placed  either  in  this  room,  or  in  the  Gallery  of  Por- 
traits in  the  City  Hall.  This  room  in  which  we  meet,  to  trana* 
«ct  the  municipal  concerns  of  this  city,  is  graced  with  the  full 
length  portraits  of  a  Washington,  a  Clinton,  a  Jay,  and  a  Ha* 
milton-^ndividuals  who  have  established  a  name  which  will 
be  transmitted  to  fiiture  generations,  and  which  will  remain  as 
imperishable  as  the  principles  upon  which  are  founded  the  go- 
vernment, under  which  we  have  the  happiness  to  live,  and  in 
the  formation  of  which,  they  took  a  distinguished  part.  The 
Portrait  Room  in  your  Hall  is  embellished  with  the  portraits  of 
many  of  our  most  distinguished  citizens,  civil,  military,  and  naval, 
and  who  have  contributed  in  no  small  degree,  to  establish  a  na- 
tional character  tiirougbout  the  world — and  permit  me,  sir,  to 
add,  that  there  is  no  individual  now  living,  whose  portrait  wi8 
he  received  witii  greater  admiration  and  interest,  than  that  of 
our  illustrious  visitor,  General  de  Lafayette.    Hb  name  is  ideii- 
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•lified  widi  Kbertj  and  die  rMli  of  loftn  in  Ais,  and  Ae 
adantic  worid.    With  these  few  unpremeditated  remarksi  I 
bc«  leave  to  submit  die  Reaolutioiia. 

f  '  Whereas  the  Common  Coondl  are  desirous  of  peroetnating 
die  memory  of  a  man,  who  will  be  distinguisbed  m  tne  annals 
of  our  countiy,  for  hir  love  of  freedom  and  military  kIoit— 
whose  name  wiU  be  associated  bjr  posterity  with  that  of  Waab* 
bgton,  the  ilhistrious  founder  of  our  Republio*-HUid  as  the  per* 
trait  of  one  so  veneratedi  w3I  be  always  favourable  to  virtue 
«nd  patriotism: 

Resolvedy*  Therefore,  that  the  honoorable,  die  Major  Gene* 
ral  the  Marquis  de  Lafiyeite,  be  requested  to  favour  this  Cm^ 
Tooa  Council,  with  sitting  for  his  portrait,  to  be  placed  in  the 
GaUery  of  Portraits  of  the  Common  Council,  among  thoae 
great  and  good  men,  who  have  done  honour  and  service  to 
our  coontiy. 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  of  airaneements  be  request* 
ed  to  wait  upon  the  Marquis,  widi  a  copy  of  this  resolution,  and 
on  his  acceding  to  the  request,  that  they  carry  the  same  into 
eoect* 

Resolved,  In  testimony  of  the  hieh  respect  which  this  Com* 
nmi  Council  entertain  for  George  Washington  Lafayette,  the 
ton  of  the  Marquis  de  La&yette,  whose  virtues  we  trust  he 
bears  with  the  honoured  name  of  his  father,  be  made  a  Free* 
man  of  this  city,  and  that  the  certificate  of  freedom,  handsome* 
if  engrossed,  be  presented  to  him  in  a  Golden  Box. 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  of  arrangements  have  the 
above  resolution  carried  into  effect. 

Alderman  Doughty  rose  and  ofiered  the  following  resolu- 
tion:— ' 

^*  Resolved,  That  the  proceedings  of  this  Board,  in  relation 
to  General  de  Lafayette,  together  with  the  address  of  the  Mayor 
to  him,  and  his  answer  thereto,  with  his  signature  in  his  own 
proper  hand  writing,  and  the  signatures  of  the  Mayor,  Record- 
er, and  the  members  of  the  Common  Council,  be  handsomely 
engraved  on  vellum  ;  one  copy  thereof  to  be  presented  to  this 
General,  and  one  copy  to  be  placed  among  the  Archives  of  the 
Common  Council. 

The  committee  of  arrangements  were  appointed  to  cany  this 
resolution  into  effect. 

The  above  resolutions  were  unanimousfy^  adopted  by  die 
Board, 
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The  MiQror  retd  %  letter  frpm  Ca(»Uuui  Fiuivcit  Alltit,.  of 
die  riiip  Cadmusi  preseDting  a  portrait  of  General  Lafayette  tQ ' 
the  Corporadon,  with  a  request  that  k  mig^t  be  placed  io  tb« 
City  Hall.    The  Board  accepted  the  same,  and  passed  a  vot<i 
of  uianks  to  Captain  Allyn,  the  donor. 

To  an  address  of  tlie  Gentlemen  of  the  Bar  of  New-York^ 
Bsaembled  at  the  City  Hall  on  Hiursday  morning,  to  pay  the 
Marouis  their  respects,  he  made  the  following  repJy  :-— 

*'  Tesdmom'es  of  esteem  from  so  respectable  a  body  as  the 
Bar  of  New-York,  are  highly  flattering.    I  most  deeply  sjin- 

ELthize  with  you,  gentlemen,  in  jrour  regret  for  our  fiiend 
amilton,  whose  nrodigious  talents  made  him  as  eminent  in 
your  profession,  as  he  had  been  in  our  military,  when  he  desenr* 
ed  Washington's  most  intiibate  confidence.  The  truly  repubn 
fican  forms  of  the  American  institutions,  cannot  but  endear  them 
to  every  cidzen  of  the  United  States*  Yet,  to  any  one,  who, 
with  an  American  heart,  has  had  opportunities  of  a  con^rison 
with  those  of  other  countries,  the  blessings  of  those  institutions 
must  appear  sdll  more  conspicuous." 

The  same  attention  was  also  paid  the  Marquis  by  the  French 
gendemen  of  the  city,  bodi  residents  and  ciuzens.  The  num^ 
ber  of  his  countrymen  present  on  this  occasion,  bcluding  the 
respectable  and  wealthy  individuals  of  that  nadon,  amounted  to 
more  than  two  hundred  and  fifty :  and  an  address  was  deliver* 
ed  in  their  behalf  by  Mr.  Chegary,  in  the  French  language* 
Among  the  party  collected,  we  understand  he  recognised  an 
old  fellow  soldier,  who  had  fought  under  him  in  thb  country 
during  the  revoludonary  war,  and  had  served  in  the  French 
army  twen^-five  years. 

To  the  afiecdonate  address  of  the  French  gendeman  the 
Marquis  Lafayette  replied  as  follows : — 

'4t  is  a  great  happiness  for  me,  on  my  arrival  m  this  land  of 
fiberty,  to  receive  toe  address  of  my  countrymen. 

"  At  the  moment  of  my  departure,  the  tesdmonials  of  affec* 
tionate  attachment  of  many  of  my  fellow  citizens,  the  pardng 
accents  from  the  shores  of  Franc^e,  left  in  my  heart  the  most 
iprateful  emotions.  I  delight  to  participate  with  you,  the  feel- 
ings which  I  experienced  in  this  happy  American  land,  to  which 
I  am  bound  by  so  many  des.  We  also,  patriots  of  1789,  sought 
to  estabfisb  the  nadonal  dicni^,  the  security  of  property,  and 
die  happiness  of  our  beautiful  France,  upon  the  sacred  ioundar 
lions  ofliberty  and  equality.    Notwithstanding  our  misfortunes. 
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Ae  eotenlpOraries  of  that  epoch  will  inform  you,  dial  Ae  rtnroi* 
Hrtion  of  ^89,  has  greatly  atnelwrated  the  condition  of  an  im- 
ittiftiM  majority  6{  die  people.  Do  not  let  us  despair  of  tba 
'eaute  of  liberty :  it  is  still  dear  to  die  hearts  of  Frenchmen  \ 
and  we  shall  one  day  hame  the  feUcity  of  seeing  it  estabfished  in 
•or  befoved  oountiy.**. 

At  IS  o'clock,  die  Nautical  Society,  chieflhr  composed  of  our 
most  respectable  masters  of  vessels,  assembled  on  board  the 
ship  Cadmus,  Captam  A]l3m,  and  proceeded  to  the  City  HalL 
Here  they  were  severally  introduced  to  the  General,  who  re* 
eeived  tfaetn  in  his  usual  frank  and  cordial  manner. 
'  The  packet  ship  Cadmus,  was  dressed  with  the  flags  of  alt 
nations :  and  in  compliance  with  a  public  invitation,  thousands 
df  our  t^itizens  repaired  On  board  in  the  course  of  the  day,  and 
fmrtook  of  a  cold  collation,  13>eralty  prepared  by  Captidn  Allyn 
and  her  owners. 

After  the  Marquis'  arrival  at  New-Tork,  he  early  announced 
lis  intention  to  visit  Boston,  where  he  had  been  particularly  in- 
vited by  distinguished  individuals,  and  by  die  city  authority; 
especially  as  the  commencement  at  the  University  in  Cambridge, 
the  Hteniry  jubilee  of  the  State,  was  to  be  celebrated  in  a  few 
days.  While  in  New-York,  he  received  mvitations  from  Phila- 
delphia, Albany,  New-Haven,  Hartford,  and  some  other  cities, 
to  make  a  visit  to  those  places ;  but  his  desire  was  first  to  visit 
Boston,  if  possible. 

The  mteresting  visit  at  New-York  being  closed — at  an  early 
hour  on  Friday  morning,  a  scene  of  general  busde  and  activity 
commenced,  preparatory  to  the  departure  of  the  General  for 
Boston.  The  city  corporation  had  provided  an  elegant  carriage 
to  accommodate  him  on  his  journey  to  Boston,  and  deputed  four 
of  their  number  to  attend  him  on  his  route.  At  7  o'clock,  the 
Horse  Artillery,  commanded  by  Colonel  Arcularius,  paraded 
m  Broadway,  in  front  of  Washington  Hall ;  and  at  8  o'clock, 
they  took  up  their  line  of  march  to  Harlem,  where  they  super- 
seded the  escort  which  accompanied  him  to  that  place.  This 
escort  consisted  of  a  squadron  of  cavalry,  the  Corporation  in 
carriages,  the  Fayette  Guards,  the  General,  Field,  and  Staff 
officers  of  the  Artillery  and  Infantry  of  the  city,  and  a  number 
of  citizens  mounted. 

The  General  was  met  at  Harlem,  on  Friday  morning,  by  a 
deputeition  from  the  town  of  New-Rochelle,  who  presented  him 
with  die  foUowing  address  >— 
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M  ««SMMft  GdMesbiil  and  UaM  M.>H.  Biitldr,  16  Mil  « 
]ii^  GeiK9rd  LalfajMe,  to  dkpMB  to  Un  tMnhappBiiisy^li 
his  sttfontii^,  111  iieboflbh^  of  durttottttf,  &v Mitao  liberii^ 
be  M  n^lf>  fought  iMd  liied,  and  to  tequest  him  to  «lb»  Iheai 
fjm  plettMil^  of  ospranitig  pereomdly  to  hin  dieir  fQoliaga.ttr 

Ktitude  for  his  iiiip<Nrtant'«enricc8t  in  that  aidiMns  strt^ggle^ 
91  wUch  emaaatod  diat  gtoriooB  ]iide(iaiideMe»  noir  dieir 
j^Mudest  boast.'' 

Hejtopp^atNJMir-RocheHey^bdtodkmfrerineDt..  ^Df 
Voti  remember,  Cieneral,''  said  one,  '^liiio  begaa  tke  attack  at 
nraQdynvine  ?**  <<Ahai  Ye»'-^vmsM«xweU,  witklheJalPf 
tef  troops  P  <^  So  it  wtts !  so  it  was!"  ^reriied  this  delightad 
iotem^ator.  ^*  W^,  I  was  wicb  Ms  brigade !?'  A  warm  grasp 
isf  the  haiid'  vwi  'sfl  the  utterance  to  feelings^  which  wane 
meet  reward  for  a  fife  ^pem  in  the  osMse  of  liberty.  The  ul^ 
most  J07,  and  the  most  affectionate  welcome  was  expresaed  m 
all  the;  towns  and  villages  through  which  he  passed  to  the  line 
betweeri  New-York  aiid  Connecticut. 

At  Bjrram  Bridge  he  was  reoeired  by  m  troop  of  Connecdoist 
Horse  Ardllery.  The  first  troop  of  New^York  Horso^  and  the 
Gonnecdeut  squadron^  esemted  him  to  Putoam^  Hill,  n^bere  a 
salute  wasfired ;  afier  which  Cdonel  Areidarius',  troop  rato 
llie  Gr^ieral  bine  cheers,  as  their  duties  here  closed*  The 
General  returned  them  his  warmest  thanks. 

The  following  extract  of  a  letter  from  a  youtg  Liadjr  at 
Greenwich,  bearing  date  Friday  evening,  August  SOdi,  wiB 
fittther  ilhistrato  the  reception  of  the  Marquis  on  his  it>uto  »— 

^  The  news  that  the  Marquis  de  Lafayetto  was  topass  through 
this  town  to-day,  was  received  yesterday  diernoon.  Nothing 
however  wte  done,  and  I  began  .to  fear  that  old  Connecticut 
would  disgrace  itself;  but  this  morning,  the  spirit  of  '76  qi- 
peared  to  animate  all  ranks  and  descriptioBS.  Orders  were 
given  for  the  troops  to  proceed  to  Byram,  and  escort  the  GeD»- 
tal  to  Norwalk,  where,  it  was  understood,  the  New«Haven  troop 
wouM  be  in  waitmg.  Fortunately,  it  entered  into  the  heads  of 
a  few,  that  an  arch,  erected  over  Putoam's  Hill,  would  have  a 
fine  efiect  A  number  of  ladies  vohmteered  their  services  in 
erecting  and  adorning  it^  and  the  Reverend  Doctor  Lewii, 
who  was  hims^a  chaplam  in  the  revolutionaf^  army,  was  rth 
quested  to  write  a  short  bscription.  The  inscription  which  was 
liung  m  die  centre,  surrounded  by  a  wreath  of  sweetbr]|ff'  aqji 

44 


Digitized  by 


Google 


WW  M  Mom  s^^OIms  aidi,  on  di^  bin  1 
awrable  by  the  Itavt  GMieral  INitMOi,  i»  eroded  iakoMV  off 
te  iDittirioos,  die  Mvquis  do  La%etta— die  eor^  «id  dii» 
dManhed  rlioinmott  of  Anarkea  libertjr^  end  die  tried  friend 
•f  WMhagiou/  The  msh  wos  vefy  tMtdiiUjr  emraediedt 
Md  from  hs  top  waved  die  flag  wUcfa  the  MgimeDt  of  due  phco 
Mviied  m  dw  Intde  of  Whiteidains. 

'  ^  After  wnidittdll  nearly  5  o'ck>ek|  oar  euoi  were  ghddeaed 
wkh  die  sound  ottheir  approach.  The  cannon  iriuch  had  been 
ipreviousty  sent  on^  fired,  die  chnrch  bell  rang  a  ineny  peal| 
nnd  httndi^ds  of  mctaunvy  of  bodi  iezes,  stataoned  on  and 
nbout  the  hill,  wekcimied  die  General  widi  loud  huttas,  and 
^vamgofhateandhandkeiclneis.  When  die  Mar^ukarriyed 
•t  Tracy's  Hotel,  (withm  40  rods  of  the  arch,)  he  dumounted, 
nnd  was  there  introduced  la  the  venerable  Doctor  Lewis,  vdbo 
took  Urn  bv  the  hand,  and  (as  near  as  I  can  recoUect»)  addreas* 
ed  Imn  as  ioUows  >^ 

^  *  S^ri — ^Whh  the  millions  of  America,  I  welcome  you  to 
this  land  of  freedom,  and  rejoice  diat  God  has  cpared  my  lifri 
to  see  that  ^teran  General,  who  so  embently  distinguished  him* 
eelf  in  procuring  her  liberdes*' 

''The  Marquis  then  advanced  to  the  arch,  supported  by  the 
Reverend  Doctor  Lewis,  and  his  son,  the  present  minister  of 
theparish.  The  inscription  was  read  to  him  by  the  latter.  He 
appeared  much  pleased  and  affected,  advanced  a  few  steps^ 
bowed  to  the  gendemen  who  were  stationed  on  one  side  of  tne 
hill,  turned  to  the  hdies  on  die  other  side,  and  said, — ^'My 
friends,  I  am  very  mudi  obliged  to  you  for  the  attention  yon 
Inve  paid  to  me,  and  feel  h^^  to  find  m^lf  among  you*' 

''He  then  walked  down  the  bill,  took  his  carriage,  and  pro" 
eeeded  on  his  journey,  expecttng  to  lod»3  at  Norwalk,  or 
•Bridgeport  at  nigbt.  On  parting  with  him.  Doctor  Ijewis  8ai<L 
'Sir,  America  loves  you'-— 'And,  Sir,'  said  the  Marquist  'i 
^ndylove  AmericaJ  " 

The  cavalcade  arrived  at  Stamford  about  half  past  five,  and 
the  private  Mansion  ot  the  honourable  John  Davenport  was 
Jihrown  open  for  bis  reception.  The  General  remained  at  tins 
house  for  half  an  hour,  and  received  the  visits  of  many  hundred 
.persons  of  bodi  sexes.  A  salute  was  fired,.tbe  bells  rung,  and 
•dds  beautiful  town  with  its  gay  inhabitants,  particularly  mstia* 
guisbed  for  many  handsome  women,  exhibited  all  the  life  and 
faye^  of  a  dtj.    Hundreds  of  ladies  and  gendemeoj  for  ten 
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«^  NiiiMd^\Wt«d  thill  «iwB,  lo  ae0  ind  pi^  Aair  mpocts  t> 
Liftfctle.  H^  left  Siiiiiifant  «t  «,  imniding  if  poBrible  I0 
Teaeh  Nevrt>IfaT6ii  tbat  ni^ 

The  Conneetieut  troop  whkdi  met  die  Getienl  tt  the  Haii^ 
teeomptnied  Uni  through  Stonifardt  and  proceeded  mlil  diejr 
isetthe  eseoif  provided  fiirdier  cput* 

All  busmess  'was  suspended  during  the  iky  on  the  whole 
toote^-'^  persons  were  amyed  in  th<nr  best  attire^  and  many 
*vemained  for  hoinns  upon  the  road,  waitm|  for  the  cavalcade* 

Many  old  revohitioQafy  soldiers  met  htm  on  the  route,  and 
held  hasty  discourae  on  scfenes  and  subjects  which  they  never 
^ean  forget:  » 

He  arrived  at  Norwalk,  at  B  o'clock  P*  M.  where  his  airi* 
¥al  was  annoonoed  by  a  salute  from  the  heists,  and  dischargee 
M  musketry.  Two  companies  of  uniform  mHitia  were  in  wai^ 
ing  to  salute  Um.  An  ard)  was  formed  across  the  bridge,  with 
the  following  inscriptkm : — **  Wekome  Lafoyette,"  in  large  le^ 
lers,  on  a  vraite  ground.  On  one  side  6[  the  arcb,  the  Amern 
•can  flag  was  displayed,  and  on  the  other  a  French  flag.  As 
•the  Greneral  had  been  expected  from  about  1 1,  A.  M.  Norwalk 
was  filled  with  people  from  the  surrounding  country,  at  an  eaiw 
Iv  hour  in  the  day,  who  remained  anxiously  waiting  until  the 
ome  of  hb  arrival*  All  business  in  the  town  was  suspended. 
Among  those  assembled,  were  several  revolutionary  heroes, 
with  bosoms  beating  high,  at  the  thought  of  shaking  by  the  hand 
Aeir  old  and  beloved  comrade,  whose  memory  was  associated 
with  periods  of  trial  and  endurance,  which  few  who  experience 
ed  them,  now  remain  to  relate.  Gaptain  Gibbs,  an  old  revoke 
tionary  oflker,  about  the  same  age  widi  the  Marquis,  and  who 
was  with  him  in  the  revolution,  jo^folly  seized  his  oM  friend  by 
the  hand,  and  inuroduced  him  mto  the  village  hotel.  The 
General  easily  recognised  him,  although  so  great  a  length  of 
time  has  elapsed  since  they  have  seen  each  omer.  Mr.  BettSi 
who  was  also  in  the  revolutbnary  service,  had  the  honour  of  an 
mtroduction.  The  ladies  and  gendemen  of  NbrwaJk,  immedi- 
ately repaired  to  Cook's  Hotel,  to  bid  the  Marquis  welc(»ne. 
The  Marquis  departed  about  9  o'clock  at  night,  leaving  the 
open  barouche,  and  taking  the  close  carriage. 

At  Saugatuck  die  militia  were  prepared  throughout  the  day^ 
to  fire  a  salute ;  but  owing  to  the  lateness  of  the  hour  when  the 
cavalcade  approached,  it  being  10  at  night,  the  villagers  couU 
do  no  more  than  give  their  k>ud  huuae,  as  the  General,  paased* 
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9m  .•  xwn^iT^imm^'  * 

JGB  River  BridM  wts  handatfndtr  deoomled  wid»  ooloiii%^ 
Ifae  captainfl  of  the  cMs^iig  messek  at  anchor  b  ifae  barhour. 

The  Genera]  arrived  at  Fairfield  about  half  paM  tea  at  n^gjhL 
In  thb  beautiful  town^  great  piepmtiooa  were  made  to  reoeira 
him ;  but  as  he  had  not  made  hm  appeaiaace  al  awhile  houTi  it 
was  supposed  he  would  not  arrive  until  the  ibilowiiig  daj*  It 
vi^  calculated  that  between  1000  and  1200  persons  were,  col- 
lected here^  including  the  inhabitants.  Thej  all  semainad 
tmtil  late  in  the  evening,  still  hoping  ibaf.  he  migto  be  on  his 
way ;  but  they  were  at  length  reluctantly  compelled  to  give  up 
liie  hope,  and  ail  retired,  except  a  few  of  the  roost  distio^iiisbK 
ed  inhabitants  of  the  town,  who  remained  at  the  Wadiai^;^ 
rliotel,  until  the  Gelieral  arrived.  But  beibre  we  jaention  the 
jnanner  b  which  he  was  received,  we  must,  b  justice  to  Fai»- 
field,  state  that  the  villagers  had  arranged  tbefnselves  m  beau- 
tiful order  b  the  day,  and  so  continued  yntil  night  The 
ladies  formed  themselves  on  one  nde  of  the  green,  and  the 
-gentlemen  on  the  other.  The  female  children  of  the  variots 
schools  were  placed  in  a  row  immediately  in  iGront  of  the  ladiei^ 
with  their  inatructers  at  their  head — the  male  children  b^ng 
•eimihrly  arranged  b  front  of  the  gentlemen. 

An  elegant  table  was  spread  at  Mr.  Knapp's  Hotel-^4hd 
.voung  ladies  of  Fairfield  having  done  themselves  the  highest 
ooQour  by  the  taste,  as  well  as  patriotism  they  exhibited  on  the 
i)ccasion.  The  decorations  oi  the  table  were  plaimed  on  a 
4i^le  of  the  greatest  elegance ;  the  dishes  were  quite  enveloped 
with  evergreens  and  scattering  flower^ ;  and  the  due  propor- 
tions were  observed  b  the  succe9sion  of  viands^  as  well  as  b 
the  harmony  and  contrast  of  colours,  wliich  maintained  a  kbd 
of  silent  correspondence,  fitun  the  opposite  sides  of  a  splendid 
cone,  that  occupied  the  centre.  On  taking  their  seats  at  the 
table,  the  guests  mi^t  have  su]^osed  themselves  bvited  to  a 
feast  of  wreaths  and  flowers,  studded  with  the  "crimson  hail" 
of  wbter*greens,  cran*berries,  and  araare-dulcis.  The  table 
was  likiB  the  bed  of  some  fairy's  enchanted  garden*  so  entirdy 
dUd  the  decorations  overshadow  and  conceal  the  rich  collatioa 
beneath.  When  this  verdant  veil  was  removed,  the  scene  was 
changed  as  suddenly  as  at  the  dissolvbg  of  a  spell,  and  the 
company  could  not  repress  their  surprise.  The  Gcoieral  ex- 
pressed husr  gratification  at  this  specimen  of  female  taste,  and 
regretted  that  it  shotdd  be  so  qubkly  d^stroyedi  tQ,  gratify  that 
of  die  gentlemen. 
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At  the  tabfey  In  oonVetsatkmy  be  ssid  he  remembered  well 
die  disasters  of  17t9-^e  remarked  that  he  had  jnissed  tbroueh 
this  vilhge  in  1778,  Aie  year  previoos  to  its  bebg  burnt  He 
•bo  decbured  the  lideh ^tification  be  felt  ynth  the.  parade  oo 
Putnam's  Hill,  and  mat  it  eave  him  great  happiness  to  recollect 
that  the  Flag  displayed  above  the  arch  across  the  road,  cut 
through  the  rock,  was  taken  from  the  enemy  at  White  Plainsi 
m  the  revohdonary  struggle. 

Tlie  General  remained  nearly  an  hour,  and  then  proceeded 
to  Bridgeport  to  lodge,  accompanied  by  many  of  the  inhabitants. 

He  arrived  between  11  ami  12  at  night.  Here  also  pre- 
parations had  been  made  to  receive  hkm,  equal  to  those  in  any 
other  place.  The  military  and  cidsens  remained  throu^out 
die  day  and  evening,  expecting  him.  The  original  plan  W8S» 
that  the  General  should  dine  at  Wadiineton  Hotel.  Late  as 
h  was  when  be  airived,  several  of  the  inhabitants  heard  of  it» 
and  repaired  to  the  Hotel  to  wefeome  him ;  but  all  honours 
were  necessarily  dispensed  with  until  morning.  At  an  early 
hour  a  salute  was  fired,  the  bells  were  rung,  and  bands  of  mt>* 
lie  added  life  to  the  general  scene  of  festivity.  The  General 
received  the  attentions  of  the  citizens  on  the  porch,  where  hd 
had  taken  bis  station,  shaking  hands  with  them  all,  and  Joyfi^ 
\j  recognising  among  them,  some  of  his  old  companions  Hi 
amts.  tie  recollected  Captain  Brewster,  formerly  of  the  Re>* 
venue  cutter,  of  New*Yoric ;  also,  Sabnon  Hufabell ;  and  c 
number  who  were  privates  in  the  revolutionary  army  knew 
their  old  General,  and  had  the  honour  of  shaking  him  by  tlw 
hand.  Nearly  all  business  was  suspended  in'  the  town  on  Fri« 
day,  and  the  troops  remained  under  arms  from  11  in  diemonH 
ing  until  late  at  night. 

The  Murquis  left  Bridgeport  about  7  on  Sieitnrday  monmq^ 
escorted  by  me  citizens  on  horseback,  and  departed  amidst  the 
discharge  of  artillefy,  die  ringing  of  bells,  and  the  cheers  of 
die  people. 

He  arrived  at  Stratford  between  8  and  9,  where  be  remaitt* 
ed  about  half  an  hour— a  salute  was  fired,  the  flags  were  hois^ 
ed,  and  die  citizens  formed  along  the  Main-street,  cheered  hidk 
as  he  passed.  He  stopped  at  Mr.  Marriiall's  Hotel  a  sboif 
time,  and  then  departed  with  the  blessings  of  the  inhabitants. 

In  the  following  note  to  the  Mayor  of  New-Haven,  the  Mw^ 
tpSa  had  announced  his  intentkm  to  visit  that  city : — 

SiB^-^With  profound  gratitude  I  have  received  the  jBattOD* 
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bg  iai^tkm  eontuoed  ia  yoiir  letter  of  the  17^1,  vAUb  jam 
honourable  oommitlee  were  {leased  to  deSver  to  me*  It 
eotild  not  but  add  lo  my  farmer  intentioD  to  visit  your  respected 
metropolis.  I  mudi  regret  that  a  previous  engagement  at 
Boston,  does  not  permit  my  stay  at  Ifew-Haven  to  be  this  time 
as  long  as  I  could  wish.  Jout  I  anticipate  the  honour  and  plea^ 
sure  to  express  to  you  the  morning  after  to-morrow,  my  hi^ 
and  grateful  respects.-— I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Sir^our  most 
obedient  servant,  LA  FAY£TT£.   • 

Notwithstanding  the  above  annunciadon,  the  dtizens  of  New- 
Haven  expected  he  wbuM  enter  the  city  on  the  night  of  the 
SOtb,  and  their  preparations  to  welcome  him  were  made  on  the 
most  extensive  scale— but  owing  to  the  assemblages  of  citizens 
which  occupied  the  roads,  all  eager  to  welcome  and  salute 
him,  he  could  only  reach  Bridgeport  at  midnight.  His  near 
approach  to  New-Haven  was  nevertheless  announced  by  a 
spontaneous  illumination  of  die  city,  and  at  *^  the  noon  of  night** 
its  entire  population  was  in  the  streets. 

The  (Governor's  Horse  Guards  bad  been  sent  out  to  meet 
General  Lafayette  at  the  town  of  Orange,  where  they  re- 
mained through  the  night,  and  on  the  arrival  of  the  General  in 
the  morning,  relieved  the  escort  from  BridgepcMt;  and,  ac- 
companied Dy  that  from  Milford,  and  a  ^*eat  number  of  citizens 
who  had  joined  them  on  horseback  and  in  carriages,  set  out  far 
New-Haven.  They  entered  the  city  on  Saturday  morning, 
tmder  a  handsome  mifitary  esccNrt,  which  conducted  die  Grene- 
sal  and  suite  to  Morse's  Hotel,  where  the  General,  with  his 
suke,  was  received  by  the  Mvyof  and  odier  public  autlioritieSy 
Governor  Wdcott,  and  other  distihguished  gentlemen,  amidst 
loud  and  unceasing  acclamations.  Hete  he  was  met  by  the 
veterans  of  the  revolution,  the  friends  and  associates  of  other 
days,  several  of  whom  he  reco^sed  and  embraced  as  his  com* 
panions  in  arms,  and  all  were  received  with  a  brotherly  and 
Ibiid  regard.  After  receiving  the  reacts  and  cong^tulations 
of  the  citizens,  together  with  a  large  number  of  ladies,  and 
many  gendemen  from  various  parts  of  the  country,  some  of 
whom  came  a  distance  of  forty  miles  to  see  him,  he  was  saluted 
by  the  various  military  corps  drawn  up  m  fixHit  of  the  hotel, 
vmo  passed  him  in  review,  attended  by  a  division  of  the  stu- 
dents of  Yale  College,  in  procession ;  after  which  he  tock 
breaic&st  with  the  Mayor,  Aldermen,  4kc.  with  about  ^Nie  bun* 


Digitized  by 


Google 


dred  invited  gu^s,  wbidi  was  haBdflonie(|r  senred  up  bj  Ittr. 
Horse,  at  tbe  expense  of  die  city. 

From  the  Hotel  the  General  was  condueled  to.tbe  Green  id 
die  centre  of  the  town,  where  several  companies  of  fine  troops 
were  paraded ;  and  it  is  difficult  for  a  stranger  U)  conceive  anj 
thing  equal  to  tbe  scene  here  presented  to  die  spectator ;  tbirt 
fine,  level,  and  verdant  piece  of  ground,  surrounded  by  rowf 
of  ahady  elms,  and  just  beyond,  by  the  neat  and  often  elegant 
mansions  of  the  citizens,  overtopped  by  three  new  and  beauti* 
ful  churches,  and  crowned  with  such  cheerful  and  enthusiastic 
throngs ;  enlivened  also  by  the  belts,  and  imlitary  instruments, 
and  the  gaye^  of  female  dresses  and  faces,  from  a  region  pro* 
,verbial  for  excelling  in  beau^;  at  a  distance  also  bounded  hr 
the  venerable  waUs  of  Yale  College,  for  a  kind  of  classic  hon* 
zon ;  all  this  when  actually  before  the  eyes  bad  not  a  little  die 
eSkci  of  pure  magic.  The  Address  to  him  was  presented  by 
the  Honourable  Mr.  Edwards. — ^To  tbe  following  paragraph  of 
it,  were  appended  notes — ^tbat  *'  In  1778  the  General  was  en* 
camped  in  that  town,  widi  a  body  of  troops ;  and  that  in  1785, 
be  was  presented  with  the  freedom  of  the  city."-—'*  A  genera- 
don  has  passed  away  smce  our  (atbers  saw  you  encamped  on 
yonder  nelds ;  they  beheld  your  merits,  and  hasbened  to  enrol 
your  name  as  a  fellow  citizen."  Governor  Wokott  made  him 
welcome  to  the  State  in  a  short  and  affectionate  address.  The 
reply  was  equally  affectionate,*-Themtroductioasto  him  were 
very  numerous,  and  his  recognition  of  many  of  his  old  f^om* 
panions  in  arms,  was  wonderful.  The  venerable  Colonel  Tall* 
madge,  of  the  old  army,  had  rode  all  night  to  meet  him ;  and, 
without  introduction,  was  recognised  and  embraced  by  bim ;  so 
also  was  Major  Munson.  Other  revolutionary  .o$cers  were  in- 
troduced, and  numerous  events  of  times  *'  which  tried  souls,^ 
were  recalled.  The  scene  was  truly  affecting,  not  a  dry  eye 
could  be  seen.  The  beautiful  and  accomplished  Madame  G. 
whom  he  had  known  in  the  Parisian  circles,  wa&  recogqised; 
the  presentation  of  Mr.  Wadsworth,  of  Hartford,  recalled  to  the 
General's  feelings  the  merits  of  his  worthy  father,  who  was 
Commissary  General  of  tbe  French  army,  when  in  America; 
and  the  son  of  old  Rc^er  Sherman,  recalled  to  mind  the  patri- 
otic services  of  that  venerable  and  truly  honourable  statesman 
and  si^^ner  of  the  Declaration  of  Independence.  An  old  solr 
dier,  'in  being  introduced,  exclaimed : — ^^  I  saw  you^  General^ 
desci    Ifrom  yourhorscj  a-nd  at  the  head  of  your  division^fard 
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Ok  Sdh^OaiU,  Acn  fimr  fiet  dup^  oniwacM  nigki$  o^  Jfo- 
vember^  i»  ttioeetsum."  Then  taming  to  the  spectators,  with 
brimAiI  eyes,  he  tdded,  **  Fet,  he  nevenkunned  any  fatigue 
er  dm^^y  and  ahoaf$  lid  the  wtv.^  Those  who  have  seen 
Lafayette  when  meeting  the  old  soldiers,  can  only  esdmate  the 
impressioDfl  of  the  scene.  In  one  of  his  movements  he  was  ac- 
companied by  between  200  and  300  students  of  Yale.-— 
Among  them  was  Stephanas  CraUaty,  the  Greek  youth  bom 
Scio,  ag^  14« 

The  military  parade  was  brilliant ;— 4he  roar  of  artillery  loud, 
end  the  acclamations  and  shouts  of  the  people  incessant.  More 
tiuuQ  three  hundred  ladies,  with  their  children,  were  introduced. 
His  pleasure  in  seeii^  this  array  of  erace  and  beauty  was  visi- 
ble. At  the  house  of  the  Honourable  Mr.  Daggett,  he  was  in- 
treduced  to  the  widow  of  Colonel  Barber,  slain  in  the  revolt!- 
lion;  and  to  Miss  (^den,  grand*daughter  <^  General  WoosteTi 
killed  at  Danbury.  He  then  visited  the  seat  of  Mr.  Deforest, 
uid  partook  of  .die  hosmtali^  of  his  amiable  lady.  He  then 
was  conducted  to  the  Universtty,  and  appeared  struck  with  the 
immense  improvements  which  every  where  presented  them- 
eehres.  Here  he  received  the  congratulations  of  the  President 
end  FaculQr  of  the  CoDege,  and  visited  the  Library  and  Mme- 
ralogicai  Cfabinet.  He  afterwards  visited  the  widow  of  the  late 
Governor  TrumbuD,  who  was  m  the  family  of  Washington  most 
of  the  revolutionary  war.  As  he  passed  the  tmiaue  burying- 
ground  of  this  city,  he  was  pointed  to  the  grave  of  Humpreys, 
whom  he  had  long  known,  and  respected.  He  also  passed  and 
noticed  the  graves  of  Whalley,  DixweU,  and  Gofe,  the  Eng- 
Bsh  Commonwealdimen,  who  sought  and  found  an  asylum  nt 
America.  Retmning  by  the  Green,  be  passed  the  troops,  who 
-fired  nfeu  dejoiej  and  returned  to  the  HoteL 

About  3  o'ck)ck  the  Creneral  took  his  departore,  on  the. low- 
«r  road,  by  East-Haven,  Guilford,  SaybroMc,  and  Lyme,  to 
New-London,  on  his  way  to  Boston,  escorted  by  the  troops  and 
civil  authorities  as  far  as  East-Haven,  there  he  pointed  out  the 
residence  of  the  late  Reverend  Mr.  Street,  where  he  fiad  been 
hospitably  entertained  forty-five  years  ago,  and  expressing  a 
desve  to  see  his  descendants,  was  received  by  his  children  and 
erand-children,  and  other  ladies  and  gendemen  of  the  town. 
Here  he  took  leave  of  the  escort  from  the  city,  and  [Mxiceeded 
on  his  journey,  attended  by  a  detachment  of  cavaLy  from 
Branford. 
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Al  1r«iiibrd  his  reception  was  very  gntifyiiig;  two  cooh 
|»nie5  at  foot  awaited  him ;  and  a  vast  concourse  of  people  as* 
lembled  i«oiA  all  quarters  to  receive  him,  joined  in  acclamations 
at  his  appnvch. 

At  Old  (t%;uWd,  a  town  no  less  interesting  for  its  primitive 

epublican  Now  England  manners,  than  for  the  early  date  of  its 

«ttlement,  he  ^u  received  with  a  cordial  welcome.      Three 

^mpanies  of  mS"^«ia  were  paraded  on  the  Green,  and  saluted 

lim  with  artillen'  ^nd  small  arms.     Crowds  pressed  around  the 

jreneral ;    and  ttv^e  were  some  of  the  older  ones^  who  found 

:hey  had  not  quit^.  forgotten  to  feel  again  as  they  felt  in  the 

,  Revolution.     In  sh-)rt,  "  Guilford  souls"  will  not  speedily  for- 

•  ^et  the  day  that  brought  the  companion  of  Washington  among 

.  hem,  to  offer  them  his  hand,  and  to.  remind  them  of  the  cause 

n  which  it  once  wielded  the  sword. 

In  these  towns  he  stopped  but  a  short  time,  but  bng  enough 
0  receive  and  return  the  gratulations  of  many  of  the  inhabitants* 
At  Killingsworth  he  remained  an  hour,  received  similar  at- 
tentions irom  the  militair  and  the  citizens }  and  then  passed  on 
Xo  Saybrook,  where  he  lodged. 

Here  the  inhabitants,  partakine  of  the  same  feeling  which 
prevailed  throueliout  this  part  of  toe  country,  had  made  prepa« 
rations  for  receiving  the  General  in  the  handsomest  manner; 
and  as  he  was  expected  several  hours  earlier  than  be  arrivec^ 
ihe  table  was  spread  and  decorated,  and  a  feast  provided  suit- 
able to  the  occasion. 

In  the  morning  he  was  waited  on  by  tHe  inhabitants,  and 
.'shown  every  mark  of  respect,  till  half  past  6  o'clock,  when  he 
crossed  Connecticut  river,  and  pursued  his  way  towards  New* 
liondon.  He  travelled  with  such  ^at  expedition,  that  he 
.•vent  from  New-Haven  to  Saybrook  m  six  hours,  a  distance  of 
.!hirty*six  miles,  including  all  his  stops  upon  the  road* 

It  would  have  been  impossible  to  have  travelled  through  the 
.owns  of  Connecticut  without  feeling  a  part  of  the  enthusiasm 
,*vhich  pervaded  all  classes.  Even  the  poor  lads  who  drove 
.'he  carriages  entered  fully  into  the  conmion  feeUng»and  seem- 
td  proad  of  their  honours.  They  wore  silk  ribands  fastened 
;o  the  button  boles  of  their  waistcoats,  by  way  of  distinctKNi  j 
.lad  while  waiting  to  receive  their  illustrious  passenger,  usuallr 
became  persons  of  no  inconsiderable  interest  and  attention  with 
.the  hundreds  who  stood  around.  ^'  Behave  pretty  now.  Char- 
Iqr,"  said  the  driver  of  Lafayette's  coaai,'to  one  6[  his 
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faorseb,  ^^bebare  prettjr,  ChaAej^'-yoaue  fdbag  to  tarry  tbe 
greatest  man  in  the  world.'*  { 

Ou  Sunday  morning,  the  General  left  Saybrotk,  and  pro- 
ceeded on  his  way  to  New-London,  and  being  met  by  the  CooA- 
mittee  and  a  few  citizens,  in  Wateribrd,  he  was  escorted  to  the 
mansion  of  Judge  Perkins,  where,  with  the  spontaneous  accla- 
mations of  a  great  body  of  citizens,  and  with  heartfelt  gratula- 
tions,  he  was  received  under  a  national  salute  of  24  guns  from 
Fort  Trumbull.  The  General,  with  great  dignity  and  compo- 
sure, gracefully  saluted  the  citizens ;  when  he  was  met  and  con- 
ducted in  a  respectful  and  afiectionate  manner  by  his  old  friend 
and  companion  in  arms,  Greneral  William  North,  to  the  Hall  as- 
signed bun.  He  was  there  introduced  to  a  committee  from 
Norwich,  and  another  from  Stonington,  who  had  repaired  to 
New-London,  to  solicit  him  to  visit  those  places  on  his  tour. 

The  citizens  who  wished  it,  were  then  introduced  to  the 
General,  and  from  the  cordial  and  polite  manner  in  which  they 
were  received,  were  satisfied  that  the  man  whom  they  delighted 
to  honour,  was  richly  deserving  of  the  respect  shown  him. 
Public  service  having  now  commenced,  out  of  reverence  hr 
the  day,  and  the  feelings  of  the  people  with  whom  he  dweh,  the 
General  repaired  to  the  Presbyterian  meeting-house,  where  the 
Reverend  Mr.  M^Ewen  officiated,  and  thence  to  St.  Jame^ 
Church,  where  service  was  performed  by  the  Reverend  Mr. 
Judd.  Afterwards  he  called  to  pay  his  respects  to  Madam 
Huntington,  the  widow  ot  the  late  General  Jedediah  Hunting- 
ton, and  Madam  Pen^,  the  mother  of  the  late  Commodore  ; 
when  he  returned  to  his  quarters,  and  for  about  an  hour  devot* 
ed  his  time  to  receive  the  salutations  of  ladies  and  gendemeo^ 
who  called  on  him.  At  tln^e,  dinner  was  announced,  and  he 
was  seated  in  a  small  circle  of  friends,  among  whom  were 
General  William  North,  Greneral  Ebenezer  HuntidgCon,  Gene- 
ral Burbeck,  and  Doctor  John  R.  Watrous,  who  were  his  com^ 
panions  when  his  noble  and  generous  mind  first  put  fordi  he 
energies  in  the  cause  of  our  countir.  After  a  shont  atting,  id 
sweet  and  patriotic  sympathy  and  Iriendly  intercourse,  he  arose 
and  departed  with  his  suite,  escorted  by  the  committees  of 
New-London  and  Norwich^  for  that  city. 

On  General  Lafayette's  arrival  in  the  city  of  Norwidi,  a  re* 
tionaL  salute  was  fired.  On  his  alighting  at  the  Hotel,  a  perti- 
nent address  fix)m  die  Mayor  was  delivered,  to  ^ch  be  na- 
turned  an  appropriate  and  feeling  reply. 
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'  Afttt  thte  oereittonynnny  eagerly  pressed  ferward  tobepre* 
sented)  congratiilating  themselves  on  the  pleasure  thej  had  in 
peeing  their  Countnr's  liberator,  in  this  free  and  happy  natiom 

In  the  evening,  toe  Oenend  and  soite,  u^ether  wiin  the  ci^ 
officers,  and  the  Committee  of  Arrangements,  sat  down  to  sup* 
per.  During  the  repast,  reiterated  cheers  were  frequently  as* 
cending  from  the  people  in  the  street ;  to  each  of  th^  bursts 
of  enthusiasm  die  General  arose  and  presented  himseif  at  the 
window,  where  the  admiring  multitude  as  often  echoed  it  A£^ 
tsr  supper  the  General  and  suite  left  this  for  Plainfield,  acoom* 
paniec  by  the  Deputation  and  an  escort  of  citizens.  The  de^ 
pirtation  continuen  with  him  to  Rhode-Island  line,  where  he 
was  met  by  the  Committee  from  Providence. 

As  die  procession  left  the  city  of  Norwich,  a  National  Salute 
was  fired  amid  continued  peak  of  the  bells. — On  his  arrival  at 
Jewett  Ci^  the  whole  village  was  illuminated,  as  were  all  the 
bouses  between  there  and  Plainfield,  and  also  in  the  latter  vit* 
iage,  idthough  they  had,  like  the  citizens  of  Norwich,  but  a 
short  notice  of  the  GeneraPs  approach. 

A  delegation  from  the  Town  Council  and  those  assodates  of 
the  Cilicimiati  composing  the  General  Committee  of  the  town 
of  Providence,  was  despatched  towards  Hartford  on  Fridayi 
with  a  ^ew  of  meeting  the  General,  and  tendering  hnn  the 
earnest  wishes  of  the  inhabitants,  dial  be  would  honour  them 
^h  a  visit.  On  Snnday  mommg,  it  was  feared  by  the  Gene* 
ral  Committee,  that  from  a  change  in  the  Generars  expected 
route,  their  delegation  might  not  be  able  to  see  him  until  be 
should  have  arrived  in  die  Stale,  and  two  gentlemen  were  die»* 
patched  on  die  odier  two  diderent  roads  to  Connecticut,  widi 
ehnilar  iiBtiuctiona  to  these  of  ibe  first  Conunittee,  the  return 
of  which  gave  information  that  the  General,  in  company  widl 
the  fost  Committee,  was  at  Eaton%  hi  PfaunfieM,  and  would 
UDceed  bto  town  in  the  course  of  the  forenoon  of  Mondav. 
Early  on  that  morning,  the  troops  and  citisens  were  in  ream* 
Mss  to  meet  him,  and  die  western  road  was  lined  with  citisensy 
erowdmg  towards  die  poiM  where  the  reception  was  to  taU 
place. 

The  Town  Council  and  tlieir  assodates  received  die  General 
nbeut  3  o'clock,  at  the  lineof  die  town,  where  he  afi^bted.  ffo 
was  then  received  with  military  honours,  and  condun^ted  to  thd 
fcaronohe  prepared  for  lus  reception,  and  bemg  seated,  wat 
yeiilad  with  a  spontaneous  buitt  of  feeling,  from  the  immensd 
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coBcoitneofspeefalon.  llie  procfMiioD  was  ibea  pst^  a»» 
lioDy  agreeably  to  the  order  of  anraii|:einent8$  and  wbeo  tona* 
edy  eztendfrd  more  than  a  mile*  The  General,  unooveredi 
lode  akme  b  the  barouche,  drawn  by  four  white  horses,  be« 
•towui^  through  the  whole  march,  the  mon  complaisant  sBoiiles 
and  greetings  on  aU  around }  shaking,  most  cordially,  the  hands 
of  those  vrho  crowded  around  the  carriage  and  took  adrantaie 
of  every  pause  m  the  procesnon,  to  obtain  the  honour  of  a 
grasp  of  the  hand  of  Lidayette^*^  circumstance  which  ev^ 
citizen  win  be  proud  hereafter  to  tell  his  children.  As  this 
General  proceeded  up  the  hill  leading  from  Qbieysville,  be  was 
again  greeted  with  the  sliouts  of  a  large  coUeetion  of  citisens, 
assembled  on  the  hi^h  bank  direcdy  over  the  road. 

The  Marine  Artffiery,  stationed  on  the  Dexter  Training 
Gfround,  pealed  their  welcome  as  be  passed,  and  the  General 
soon  entei«d  the  popolous  part  of  the  town.  In  passins  through 
High  and  Westminster-streets,  and  imdl  he  arrived  at  the  couiV 
house,  he  was^welcomed  by  that  most  expressive  token  of  aP 
fectionate  interest,  the  waving  of  white  handkerchiefs  by  the 
fur  hands  of  the  ladies,  who  crowded  every  building  from 
which  they  could  obtam  a  view  of  tMs  distinguished  perstmagu^ 
Many  females,  we  observed,  in  the  excess  of  their  feeline% 
suspended  this  token  of  wekoine,  to  gaze  more  intently  at  tha 
object  whom  they  appeared  alone  to  see  in  the  whole  proces* 
skm,  and  many  a  aoe  eye  was  wet  with  the  eush  of  a  tear^ 
wdiich  the  rush  of  so  many  sublime  and  syn^tbedc  emotions 
aent  warm  from  the  heart. 

On  arrivbg  in  front  of  the  State-H<Hise,  the  General  alightedf 
and  was  received  in  a  peculiarly  mteiestiag  manner*  Tho 
poplar  avenue,  leading  to  the  building,  was  lined  on  each  side 
with  nearly  two  hundred^  misses,  arraved  in  white,  and  holdin(( 
in  then*  hands  bunches  of  flowers,  which  (as  tlie  General  pro« 
ceeded  up  the  avenue,  supported  by  the  Govemor^s  Aidsl  they 
strewed  in  his  path,  at  the  same  time  waving  their  white  uand* 
kerchiefs.  The  General  was  afterwards  pleased  to  express 
Ibe  peculiar  and  high  satisfactkNi  he  took  in  this  siibple  and 
touching  arrangement. 

*  On  reaching  the  landkig  of  the  stairs,  the  Geseral  turned  to» 
mvis  the  multitude,  and  at  the  same  moment,  the  vetenua 
Captain  Stephen  Ofaiey,  who  served  under  the  General  r^ 
peatedly,  and  was  the  first  to  force  the  enemy's  works  at  York* 
Ipwny  in  which  he  was  seconded)  at  another  pointy  ahno^siviu^ 
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Ijr  reoof^iised  lus  old  campaaiaoL  ia  amsy  wid^mbnioed  him  k 
idbe  moat  eanieat  and  i^fectiootte  manner.  A  thrill  wont 
^utmgh  the  whole  a»embly^  md  scared^  a  diy  eye  was  to  bf 
ImmI  among  the  spectatoMi  while  the  ibools  of  ^e  mukitud^ 
m  first  snppTessed^  and  then  uttered  in  a  manner  tempered  1^ 
the  scene,  evinced  the  deep  feeling  and  proud  associalioni  it 
smd  excited* 

The  General  was  then  eonducted  to  the  Senale  Chambei^ 
where  he  was  appropriatdjr  mtrodiioed  lo  his  EaweHenojr,  the 
members  of  the  CommiiteB,  Town  Council,  <tc« 

Aiter  this  cereraonjr,  he  cait»e  bdow,  and  there,  in  Hbe  mosi 
^iamiKar  manner,  8ho(A,  hands  widi  a  nnmker  of  ladies  and  gen* 
tl0meo«^*-AmoAg  the  rest,  the  veMrable  Witliam  Russejl,  now 
in  his  85th  year,  was  introduced  to  Urn.  The  General  shook 
4ioth  the  veleran's  hands  in  a  most  affectionate  manner,  and  in 
nn  annunciation,  that  slighdy  mariced  a  foreign  accent,  said  he 
'Was  extremely  happy  to  take  his  old  friend  by  the  hand  once 
more,  as  it  recalled  to  his  memory  the  delightful  associatioDS  of 
his  youth.  Mr.  Russell  appeared  at  first  scarcely  to  compr^ 
liend  the  scene,  but  in  a  moment,  as  if  the  whole  had  rushed 
ispon  bis  recollection,  be  exchimed  in  a  voice  broken  by  age 
nnd  still  more  subdued  by  feding,  ^Oh^  m/ dear  Marquis,  hMr 
4iappy  am  I  to  see  you  once  more  !  I  remember  weH  the  tima 
I  served  under  you  as  a  vohiateer  od  Rhode-Island !'  The 
General  was  evidently  touched,  and  on  this,  as  on  several  olbar 
occasicHis,  the  tear  started  to  h»  eye. 

The  Town  Council  and  Committee,  widi  thdr  ilhistrioiis 
finest  and  his  suite,  his  Excellency  the  Governor  of  die  State 
io£  Rhode-Ishmd  and  his  suite,  the  Honourable  Jonathan  Rua- 
•eeil,  the  Committee  of  Aldermen  of  the  city  of  New-York,  and 
the  Committee  attending  from  the  city  of  Boston,  and  bom  the 
government  of  Massachusetts,  widi  a  few  other  guests,  repaired 
10  the  dining*hall,  where  an  elegant  enteitainment  was  provided* 

At  about  half  past  four,  the  troops  (at  the  particular  request 
Df  General  Lafayette,  who  exprened  his  admisation  of  dieir 
^ctpline  and  fine  militar}'  appearance,)  were  drawn  up  forr^ 
view,  in  a  line  extending  on  Benefit-street,  toward  Pawtnckek 
The  General  then  proceeded  on  foot,  and  was  greeted,  on  en* 
Bering  the  street,  with  the  ssme  joyous  acckunMions.  Suppat^ 
ed  by  the  arm  of  die  Governor,  he  walked  in  finont  of  ffae  hae 
of  ttoops,  stoppog  to  shake  hands  wkh  all  die  prkaeifMlo<& 
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4ntvnL  up  fcr  hig  recquioo^  wbicb  he  ealered,  aoooiapuied 
hf  his  Excefleiioy,  Colonel  Bowen  and  Zaobariab  AUeii,  Em^. 
md  amid  die  oheen  of  the  people,  left  the  tomu  He  wase^ 
<fterted  into  Maasachuoettg  by  die  Town  Couaeil,  Cinrimwifi 
Ibc.  and  a  numeroua  oompany  of  CfdjEena  oo  bondiiack  and  m 
earriages. 

The  Greneial,  cm  being  aiked  if  be  was  not  fatigued  wiA  hie 
exertions,  prompdy  repSed,  that  he  raperienced  too  nnicb 
fkmturej  to  find  any  time  (or  fiitigue. 

At  Pawtucket,  he  was  met  by  the  aids  of  Govenior  Eii9li% 
who  had  been  despatched  die  day  before  to  reoeiiFe  him  atdio 
ihie  of  the  Commonweakh,  and  to  esoon  him  go  his  way  to  the 
capital  Akboiigh  it  was  now  evening,  at  several  pifaices  on  die 
toed  large  bodies  of  ii^litia  were  collected  to  salute  him ;  and 
WBsembiies  of  ladies  and  gendemen  were  occasionally  met,  who 
offered  this  illustrious  straneer,  but  respected  friend  of  their 
country,  their  tribute  of  applause  and  action.  He  was  too 
eensihle  of  the  smcerity  and  warmth  of  their  felicitations,  not  to 
-delay  his  journey  at  several  villages,  and  to  reciprocate  their 
kind  and  cordial  salutations.  It  was  nearly  midmght  when  he 
reached  the  town  of  Dedham,  about  ten  mites  from  Boston. 
Most  of  the  houses  in  this  pleasant  village  were  handsomely  fl* 
laminated ;  and  a  great  number  of  the  inhabitants  of  both  sezee 
were  assembled  to  greet  him*  During  the  diort  stay  be  was 
able  to  make  here,  he  was  introduced  to  nnany  of  the  principd 
citizens  of  the  town  and  vicinity,  who  had  been  anticipating  his 
airival  for  some  hours.  When  he  passed  through  Roxbury,  at 
1  o'ckick,  he  was  ac^iompanied  by  a  large  cavalcade  of  citizens 
of  that  place  and  from  Boston ;  and  a  salute  was  fired  by  the 
Roxbury  corps  of  artillery.  His  arrival  here  was  also  an» 
Bounced  by  the  ascent  of  rockets  fiom  an  eminence  in  the  ceo-* 
tre  of  the  town ;  and  the  note  of  preparation  was  thus  given  for  the 
parade  and  pleasure  of  die  succeeding  day,  which  had  been 
.anticipated  with  uncommon  interest  and  delight  Lafayette 
said  siute  proceeded  to  the  manskia  ^  his  Excellency  the  Go- 
vernor, to  which  they  bad  been  mvited ;  and  the  meeting  be^ 
.tween  them  was  trul^  afikctkmate  and  cordial. 
'  On  Tuesday  die  24tfa,  the  inhabitants  of  Boston  hailed  die 
ftonw^  light  with  peculiar  emotions,  and  were  abroad  at  an 
«arly  hour,  preparing  for  the  general  testimonies  of  eratitude 
«idteq[iect  to  be  presented  to  the  ^oatMxi's  guest.''    Many  o(f 
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|be  older  dtiiens  reoolhctfd  Un  kUs  jooMil  dkj%  whin  bi 
friflited  the  town^ybriy^  years  mp>^  at  ibe  request  of  Con^ew 
^nd  Wtahmgloii,  to  premil  on  the  French  admiral  lo  co-opor 
jrate  with  Us  fleet  in  a  contemphled  attack  upon  the  Bri^ 
Ibrces  at  Rhode^Islaod.  They  had  not  fiN^oHen  his  seal  waA 
itfdoorio  the  cause  of  America*  They  knew  his  great  attach* 
«nent  to  and  respect  for  die  immorUd  chief  of  the  America* 
irmy,  and  the  confidence  winch  Washington  cherished  for  Li^ 
layette.  &  Here  too  were  many  refolutionary  officers  and  aol* 
diersy  who  had  o&en  witnessed  his  imwearied  sctii^  and  pev^ 
flonal  coura|;e  b  seasons  of  difficulty  and  danger.  The  Sooi»» 
ty  of  Cincinnati  m  this  State  contained  many  of  his  personal 
mends,  who  shared  with  him  in  the  toils  and  honours  of  the 
war  of  Independence ;  they  had  assembled,  also^  to  ofler  tho 
band  of  friendship  and  auction  to  their  di^guished  brother 
in  arms ;  «nd  to  tell  him  of  the  happiness  which  he  had  been 
instrumental,  with  others,  in  secoriog  to  ten  mUlums  of  freemen* 
The  curiosity  of  the  young  was  awakened  to  hear  of  the  ge» 
nerous  deeds  and  meritorious  services  of  diis  celebrated  visitor 
from  the  old  worlds  They  were  e^ager  to  learn  his  worth  and 
his  virtues.  For  they  knew  their  grave  and  sober  sires  would 
not  be  so  gready  moved  by  the  ajqproach  of  any  ordinary  cha« 
racter,  whatever  might  be  his  title  or  bis  fame.  The  sensibilitjr 
of  the  female  breast  was  excited  to  a  lively  glow,  in  reflecting 
Ujpon  the  character  of  this  eminent  foreigner,  who  had  not  only 
given  proofr  of  great  devotion  to  the  cause  of  America,,' and  to 
the  interests  of  civil  liberty,  but  whose  moral  and  social  virtues 
claimed  Cor  him  the  respect  and  admiradon  of  all  those  who 
loved  innocence  or  commiserated  distress.  And  all  classes^ 
without  intending  U>  lessen  the  pre-eminent  services  and  virtuee 
of  Washington,  who  under  proiodence,  was  the  great  and  chief 
agent  in  achieving  our  Independence,  and  in  preserving  it,  i^ter 
it  had  been  once  established— or  to  undervalue  the  import* 
ant  effi>rts  and  oourage  of  many  other  revered  heroes  and  pap 
triots,  too  numerous  to  be  here  named.  All,  all,  ,were  eager 
Id  join  in  the  qiontaneous  offering  of  gratitude  and  af^tion,  to 
one  so  justly  celebrated  and  so  greatly  belated. 

He  entered  the  city,  the  cajntal  of  the  state,  about  1 1  oVk)ck; 
and  his  recepdon  was  a  triumph  and  a  jubilee.  The  day  wai 
as  bright  as  nis  laurels,  and  as  mild  as  his  virtues.— The  varii* 
^8  bodies  desiciated  to  comoose  tlie  procession,  and  perfisma 
Jbt  honours  of  me  day,  assen&led  at  an  early  hour.     The  c^ 
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t4#  THS  le&ak  » 

Mctde  wo  ibrmed  in  ONnrmxi-street,  tt  9  o'cloek.  It  wiA 
f«rv  numerous,  and  connaled  of  the  chisens  df  Boston,  of  i4 
ramcs  and  chss^  on  borsebaek.  Proeeedinr  to  tihe  extrem^ 
loiithern  part  of  die  chy,  near  the  fine  t>f  Romury,  they  urm 
^mied  by  the  Mayor  and  Aldermen,  and  members  of  the  Cdtti 
UMMi  Coitncil,  tbe  Society  of  Cincinnati,  a  great  number  of  pabi 
Ke  civil  characters,  and  strangers  of  distinction,  all  in  carriages  j 
by  the  (Seneral  and  Field  Officers  of  the  first  division  of  raudi^ 
ttd  officers  of  the  am)y  and  navy  of  the  United  Stales.  » An 
hmumerable  concourse  of  people  on  foot  fined  the  side*waOn 
pf  die  q[>aeious  street,  where  the  procession  was  to  be  foimed, 
Hie  entrance  16  the  city  from  Roxbury,  and  fortunately  ntmed 
Washikotoit-street.  The  cavalcade  then  proceeded  to  the 
mansion  of  Governor  Eusds,  which  is  a  short  distance  within 
fte  town  of  Roxbury,  and  es»corted  General  Lafayette  and  suite 
to  the  fine,  where  the  city  authorities  and  others,  who  were  to 
compose  the  procession,  were  in  waiting  to  receive  him.  Here 
he  was  greeted  by  die  immense  assemblage  of  cidzens,  with  re» 

Seated  and  enthusiastic  acclamations,  for  several  minutes,  when 
e  Mayor  welcomed  him  with  much  feeling,  in  the  foBoWing 
speech  :— 

"  Sir — ^The  citizens  of  Boston  welcome  you  on  your  return  to 
the  United  States ;  mindful  of  your  early  zeal  in  the  cause  of 
American  Independence,  gratefol  for  your  distinguished  share 
in  the  perils  and  glories  of  its  achievements. — ^Wben  urged  by 
ft  generous  sympathy,  you  first  landed  on  these  shores,  you 
feund  a  people  engaged  in  an  arduous  ^nd  eventful  struggle  for 
Hberty,  with  apparently  inadequate  means,  and  amidst  dubious 
omens.  After  a  lapse  of  nearly  half  a  century,  you  find  the 
same  people  proiqperous  beyond  aU  hope  and  all  precedent; 
their  fiberty  secure ;  sitting  in  its  strength ;  without  fear  and 
without  reproach. 

"  In  your  youth  you  joined  the  standard  of  three  millions  of 
)>eople,  raised  in  an  unequal  and  uncertab  conflict.  In  your 
advanced  age  you  return  and  are  met  by  ten  millions  of  peo- 
ple, their  descendants,  whose  hearts  throng  hither  to  greet  your 
approach  and  rejoice  m  it. 

'^  This  is  not  tbe  movement  of  a  turbulent  populace,  excited 
by  the  firesh  laurels  of  some  recent  conqueror ;  it  is  a  grave^ 
moral,  intellectual  impulse. 

*^  A  whole  people  in  the  enjoyment  of  freedom,  as  peHect  a^ 
ibe  condition  of  our  nature  permhs,  recur  with  gratitude,  m^ 
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^leaAiig  ivMi  lh&did)r  kioraniiigflefMof  iifiir  i 
toetnoiy  of  tfabs^,  who,  by  their  Isboitrs  «id  bdMurbt 
Ae  foundttkm  of  our  liberties. 
*  ••Tottf  name,  Sir,-^-tbe  nMie  of  hkvxmm,  h  1 
IvMi  tiie  mo^  perikms,  and  most  glorious  periods  of  oar  ]U» 
tdlation  ^^-witti  the  iinpeRsbiUe  nsn^es  of  Waihingioi]^  aad  of 
tfiM  flUHierous  host  of  fames  vAich  adorn  the  proudest  aiehirai 
«f  Afneriean  histoiy,  dnd  are  emgrw^n  m  inddiUe  traees  ett 
die  hearts  of  the  whole  Ametican  people. 
'  '**Aeeeptthen,Sh-,  in  the  sbcere  spirit  itt  which  it  as  < 
ed,  this  simple  tribote  to  your  viitiies. 

"  Again,  Sir,  the  citisEens  of  Boston  hid  jrou  wdeome  to  t 
^erftdie  of  American  faidepondenee,  and  to  scenes  consecr 
with  the  blood,  shed  by  me  earfiest  mar^  in  ite  canoe.'' 

General  Lafayelte  th^  rose  in  his  carriage,  and  m  n  i 
ihterestiDg  manner,  replied  as  feHows :-—  .  . 

^  The  emotions  or  lore  and  gratitude,  which  I  have  been 
nocustomed  to  feel  on  n^  entering  ibis  city,  have  ever  niD|^ 
with  a  sense  of  religious  reverence  for  the  cradle  of  Amtrk&mt 
and  let  me  hope  it  wW  beveafter  be  said  of  UmmrMi  liberty. 

^'  What  must  be,  Sir,  my  feelings,  at  the  blessed  inoaient, 
when,  after  so  long  an  idbsenee,  I  find  myself  again  suntninded 
by  the  good  citissens  of  Boston — ^where  I  am  so  affectionitdf  , 
flo  honourably  welcomed,  not  only  by  old  friends,  bat  by  ao» 
veral  successive  generations;  where  I  can  witness  the  proe* 
perity,  the  immense  improvements,  that  have  been  the  just  ro* 
ward  of  a  noUe  strug^  vinuous  morals,  and  tndy  rqwbican 
institiifions. 

**  I  beg  you,  Mr.  Mayor,  Gentlemen  of  the  Ci^  Counea, 
and  all  of  you,  beloved  citizens  of  Boston,  to  acoqK  the  re* 
^lectful  and  wtirm  dianks  of  a  heart,  which  has  fof  nearly  half 
a  century,  been  pardcularly  devoted  to  your  illustrious  city.'* 

The  re(rfy  of  the  General  was  received  with  new  nbudks  of 
^e  assembled  people ;  and  ^welcome,  welcome  Lafayette  I 
fiiend  of  Washington !  friend  of  America !  frieild  of  liberQr  !** 
WHS  repeated  agam  uid  agam ;  and  the  heists  of  Dorchealsr 
and  Roxbury  echoed  with  the  joyful  acdamaticm. 

The  procession  was  then  formed,  and  passed  through  Wash- 
ington, IfTilk,  Broad,  State,  Court,  and  Common^soreets,  to 
Boylston-'Street,  adjoimng  the  soud)  part  of  tlie  Common,  in  die 
Mowmg  order : — *^  Thrae  marshals,  the  Boston  corps  of  LM;ht 
Dragoons,  a  battalion  of  light  Infantry,  composed  ot  tboFu«» 
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Ben,  BoilHi  LUrt  kfimttr*  WImIow  Bhias,  WMUogtoo  Li|^ 
lifiMrv,  New^Eogbad  Girtudt»  Rangers,  and  Citj  Goardt} 
and  a  fuU  tMnd  of  music.  Then  foUoivad  the  Chid*  Marshal^ 
tttended  bjr  aids ;  membenof  the  Ci^  CouncUi  Comnutleeof 
Arrangemenis,  the  Presioent  of  the  OunmoD  Couacy,  and 
•onior  Alderman,  all  in  carnages.  Here  was  placed  anodMr 
Marshal,  immediately  precediQ^  the  elqgaDl  baroiiohe,  drawn 
bjr  four  beaudfid  white  horses,  m  which  rode  the  distinniiahed 
guest  of  the  ci^  and  of  the  nation,  aqpompiHued  by  die  Mayori 
widi  Marshals  also  on  eidier  side.  The  son  and  friend  of  La» 
fiirette,  and  gentlemen  Aldermen  from  New*York,  next  follow* 
M  n  catfiages ;  and  these  were  succeeded  by  the  Society  of 
die  Cincinnati,  public  characters,  Judges  and  Legislators,  and 
distinguished  strangers,  in  carriages  also.  Immediately  after 
two  Mamhab ;  Field  and  Staff  officers  of  die  militia,  mounted 
on  horseback,  and  foibwed  also  by  two  Marshab.  The  cft- 
Talcade  of  dtisens,  of  all  ranks  and  in  great  numbers,  with 
Marshals  attending,  closed  the  voluntary  but  triumphant  pro* 


The  dwellnig-houses  and  stores  on  the  streets  through  whidh 
the  processkm  was  conducted,  were  crowded  with  inbabitanti 
in  every  part.  Tlie  ladies  thus  situated,  cau^  the  enthusiasm 
of  Ae  occasion,  wared  their  white  handkerchiefe,  and,  with 
smiles  and  gladness,  greeted  the  veteran  hero,  who  appeared 
aflfocted  and  delighted  by  these  demonstratioos  of  a  joyfid 
welcome. 

Excepting  die  cavalcade,  the  procession  nasaed  throu^  the 
Common  from  Boylstcm  to  Park-street,  on  the  eastern  piargin, 
and  between  two  lines  of  children,  of  both  sexes,  bebnging  to 
die  several  schools  m  the  ci^.  Their  ages  were  from  about 
eight  to  twelve,  and  nearty  three  thousand  in  number.  Their 
dress  was  neat  and  uniform ;  the  misses  in  white,  and  tbemas* 
ters  in  white  pantaloons  and  blue  spencers.  They  abo  wore 
ribands  on  their  breasts,  stamped  with  a  miniature  likeness  of 
Lfiiayette.  As  the  carriage  m  which  the  General  rode  was 
'  passing,  one  of  the  misses  darted  from  the  line  where  she  wm 
standing,  and  requested  to  speak  with  him.  She  was  handed 
into  the  carriage,  and  by  the  Mayor  presented  to  Lafayette,  who 
pressed  an  afiectbnate  kiss  on  ber  bboming,  yet  blushing  cheek. 
She  had  confidence,  however,  to  address  him,  and  place* 
wreath  of  flowers  which  she  held,  on  his  head.  He  made  bar 
a  dkm  but  aftctionate  reply,  and  placed  the  wreath  on  dm 
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«e«tofAiciini^«  Attached  to  die  ^iiMilh  qf  totegg  w»s 
.email  piece  of  piper,  carefcHy  folded,  which  wotaiBed  ibeae 
lines:  said  to  MconqiOBedbf  the  mother  of  the  c^ 

'^  An  inftnt  Kftad  pretenU  these  bluahiiig  floweriy 
Glowing  and  pure  m  childhood*!  artloM  hocm, 
Wheie  iMte  Uoeai,  hmI  hndt  of  preMW#  mmh^ 
Repejru^  with  their  ohvme  the  ciiUuier's  toiL 

Oh !  t4dm  them  vATiix%  thej  were  eah'd/w  s^  / 

i Still  bright  with  warm  ^eciimi*s  leored  dew—} 
>  let  them  fire  in  thr  benignant  amile, 
Aed  o*«r  tfajT  Arow  i/gfory  UeoB  awhile  I 

'  "Twiaedwitfa  thelMHiilFtaaeoBtheerbealMr^d, 
When  th J  sfMoy  AMrf  with  patriot  aidoor  glow'd  > 
8eff  exiU4  from  the  eharma  of  toea2fA  and  (ove, 
And  home,  and  ftiendtf  thoo  didat  enr  ckawtfian  ffwte, 
JknA^.by  the  aide  of  Olerioua  WAaaiaoTOfv, 
Didfimafce  onrgrateftd  CQuntrj  aiiMiM  eMi/ 

Oo,  fragile  effisring,  apeak  the  ardent  joy 

Onr  boaoma  feelj  wliieh  Tiwu  can  ne*er  deatroj !" 

Arches  were  thrown  across  several  of  the  priodpal  streel^ 
through  wluch  Lafiiyette  was  cooducted,  cohered  with  ere»- 
greens  and  flbwers,  and  containing  apprc^mte  moctos.  Then 
*were  two  m  Washington-street.— On  one  of  these  was  veiv 
legibly  writteB-— ^<  1 776— Washin oton  and  Lat atette*  Wd* 
ame  Iia^yeKs-^  RepuUie  not  wigrat^/^    On  die  other 

"  Welcokk  Lafatstts." 
M  The  Fathera  in  glory  ahall  aleep, 
Who  gathered  with  thee  to  the  fight ; 
But  the  aona  will  eternally  keep 
The  Ublet  of  gratitude  bnghL 
We  bow  not  the  neck 
And  we  bend  not  the  knee, 
Bnt  Qor.hearta,  LAfATsm, 
We  aorrender  to  thee.** 

When  the  niocesnon  arrived  at  the  steps  of  the  State  House, 
■ear  the  head  of  Park«streett  salutes  were  &red  by  a  battaUoQ 
of  artillery,  on  the  eminence  on  the  western  part  of  the  Com* 
*nioBy  and  at  the  Navy  Yard  atChariestown.  Salutes  were  abo 
fired  by  a  b^alKon  of  artillery,  phced  on  the  heights  of  Dor* 
-ehester,  (now  South  Boston,)  when  General  La&yette  reached 
the  line  of  the  city,  at  11  o'clock. 

The  Governor  and  Executive  Council  of  the  CommonweaM) 
were  assembled  in  the  spacious  Senate  Chamber  to  receive  La 
.fayette  b  the  name  of  the  Representatives  of  the  peofJe,  ant 
ID  pursuance  of  their  resolve  or  June  pceoediiig,  as  well  aaii( 
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aeoardtnct  with  itirir  own  porteoal  feelings  and  wiabei.  Mm 
Emodkncf  the  Governor,  here  addnmed  him  with  piMt  fee^ 
ing,*  in  ths  felbwing  oonoise  and  ptttanent  speech  H- 

^SuLj  OUR  raiEND, — ^In  the  name  of  the  governmenti  and 
m  behalf  of  the  citizens  of  MassachusettSi  I  have  the  honour  to 
greet  you  with  a  ourdial,  and  afiectionaie  wdoome. 

**  We  thank  God,  that  he  has  been  pleased  to  jpreaerve  joa 
through  the  scenes  of  perB  and  of  sumring,  whidi  have  dis- 
tinguished your  patriotic  and  eyentful  fife,  and  that  we  are  in- 
dulged with  this  occasion  of  renewing  to  you  our  gratefid 
acknowledgments  tar  the  important  services  which  jou  have 
rendered  to  our  common  counttr. 

'*  In  the  last  surviving  Major  General  of  the  American  revolu- 
tionaiy  army,  we  recognise  a  benefactor  and  friend,  from  a 
distant  and  gallant  nation ;  who,  inspred  bjr  a  fove  of  libertr, 
subjected  himself  in  his  youth  to  the  toils  and  hasardsof  a  min- 
tary  life,  in  support  of  our  rights.  Under  our  illustrious  Wash- 
ington, you  were  instrum^tal  in  establidnng  the  liberties  of  our 
country,  while  yqsir  gallantry  in  the  field  secured  to  yourself  aa 
imperishable  renown, 

*VWith  the  enjoyment  of  the  blessings  of  indepe&dencer  we 
shall  never  cease  to  associate  the  name  of  Lafayette,  and  our 
|irayer  to  heaven  will  be  for  his  health  and  prosperity.'' 

To  which  the  General,  with  much  animation,  replied  :— 

"  Sib,— When,  in  the  name  of  the  people  and  government 
of  this  State,  yoar  Sxcellency  is  pleased  so  kindly  to  welcome 
an  Ameiican  veteran,  I  am  proud  to  share  the  enjoyments  of 
such  a  reception  with  my  revolutionary  companions  and  bro- 
ther soldiers.  Sir,  I  am  delighted  widi  what  I  see,  I  am  op- 
pressed with  tvhat  I  feel ;  but  I  depend  upOn  you,  as  an  old 
fiiend,  to  do  justice  to  my  sentiments.'' 

Afterwards,  a  great  number  of  gentlemen  were  introduced 
to  Laftiyette,  in  the  Senate  Chamber;  of  whom  were  the 
Jodges,  and  other  public  officers  of  the  United  States,  of  ihe 
State  and  of  the  City ;  members  of  the  society  of  CiacimHrti, 
with  riieir  venerable  and  distinguished  Presideqt,  HonouraUb 
John  Brooks,  kAe  Govmtior  of  the  Commonweahfa.  Lafa]^ 
ette  recognised  his  old  military  and  personal  fiiend  at  the  tel 
ftgbt,  and  embraced  him  with  great  cordhdity  and  afiecfion 

*  Governor  Snituwu  10  ftfi«cted,  that  he  had  to  cilloBoas  of  Ut  tali 
to  t^ad  a  giMtar  put  of  tlie  addraii. 
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UfomB  oAer  vetsntoa  of  tfae.revololioiiaiy  9rmffVAio  were  pre« 
lent,  he  also  recollected ;  and  diacovered  strong  eoaotioBs  a» 
tbey  approached  him  and  took  iis  hand.    Indeed,  he  was  so 

Ser  to  naeet  them,  that  he  very  generally  first  seized  them, 
clpng  to  them  with  all  the  affection  of  a  brother.  The 
fcene  was  inexpressibly  affecting*  There  was  not  a  heart 
tiatouched — ^not  a  cheek  unmoistened  by  the  falling  tear.  To< 
weep  then  was  not  weakness;  it  was  proof  of  gratitude  and  of. 
a  generous  feeling,  which  is  an  honour  to  human  nature. 
By  particular  request,  and  to  gratify  the  wishes  of  the  peo* . 

{)e  collected  in  front  of  the  State  House,  General  Lafayette 
ppeared  in  the  cofonade  of  this  superb  edifice,  where  he  was 
(^eeted  widi  loud  and  continued  cheers.  He  was  then  con- 
ducted by  the  committee  of  arrangements  to  the  residence 
provided  for  him  at  the  head  of  Park-streeU  A  public  din- 
ger was  given  by  the  city  authorities,  in  honour  of  dieir  noble 
{uest^  and  the  invitatk)n  was  extended  to  Senators  and  Mem- 
bers of  Confess,  the  Grovemor  and  Ex-Governor  of  the  Com 
^pnwealth,  judicial,  and  other  public  characters. 
!  A  committee  of  the  society  ol  Cincinnati  called  upon  Gene- 
^1  Lafayette  at  the  residence  of  the  Governor,  in  Roxbury, 
fad  before  his  entrance  into  Boston.  They  were  anxious  to 
pSer  him  their  congratulations  at  the  earliest  moment;  and 
fo  bid  him  welcome  to  the  land  they  had  unitedly  struggled  to 
d^efend.  And  a  few  days  after  his  arrival,  the  whole  Society 
Waited  on  him,  when  their  President  made  the  followipg 
iddress^^ 

"  Sir,— The  Society  of  Cincinnati  of  the  State  of  Massachu* 
0etts  sejEe  the  earliest  /noment  after  your  arrival  in  this  city,  of 
j^xteading  to  you  the  hand  of  friendship  and  afiection.  We 
nflbr  you  our  most  cordial  copgratulations  on  vour  safe  arrival 
agfum  after  the  lapse  of  forty  years,  on  the  shores  of  our  fa* 
toured  country,  once  the  theatre  of  our  united  toils,  privations, 
ii^  combats,  with  a  powerful  foe,  but  now  the  peaceful  do- 
jnain  of  a  great,  a  firee  and  independent  people.  We  haQ 
)rou,  sir,  in.  unison  with  the  millions  of  our  fellow  citizens; 
most  respectfully  hail  you  as  a  Statesman,  as  a  Philanthropist, 
and  as  me  early,  inflexible,  and  devoted  friend,  not  onlv  of 
our  belov^  country,  but  of  the  sacred  principles  of  civil  Hber^ 
if  and  human  rights.  But  we  greet  you  under  more  tender 
and  hallowed  associations ;  in  the  endearing  relation  of  a  bro- 
ther soldier,  who,  in  the  ardour  of  youth  commenced  m  the 
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Arid  with  us  your  career  of  gloiyi  iaibe  hd^  eame  dtlSmtf 
end  American  Independence. 

**  But  here  recdiections  crowd  upon  our  oiitidB  too  power- 
M  for  utterance.  Words  would  but  mode  the  deep  emofionr 
of  our  hearts  should  we  attempt  to  express  them,  m  content 
dating  the  character,  atdibutes,  and  services  of  the  paternal 
Chief,  under  whose  auspices  we  trod  together  the  field  ofnonour.* 
To  the  profound  reneration  and  love  for  .his  memory  that  pe« 
netrates  your  bosom,  we  refer  you  as  to  a  transcript  of  our  own. 
It  would  be  vain  to  imagine  the  ioy  that  would  swell  the  great 
mind  of  Washington,  were  he  still  living  to  recognise  with  our 
nation,  the  generous  disinterestedness,  me  glowing  ardour,  the 
personal  sacrifices,  and  the  gallant  achievements  of  his  much 
loved  Fayette.  But  it  is  equally  vain  to  endeavour,  on  this 
occasion,  to  exclude  such  interesting  reflections  fifom  the  mind, 
or  to  den^  it  the  melancholy  pleasure  of  lingering  on  the  so* 
lemn  reahty,  that  not  a  single  individual  of  the  General  Staff 
of  the  army^  of  the  American  Revolution  now  survives  to  par* 
ticipate  in  the  joy  that  your  presence  in  the  United  States  has 
awakened. 

**  To  us  h  is  pecufiarly  grateful  diat  you  are  permitted  after 
a  lapse  of  so  bng  a  period,  to  witness  the  consummation  of  the 
principles  of  oiir  revolution.  You  will  percehre,  sir,  that  the 
hopes  and  predicticHis  of  the  wise  and  good  men  who  were^ 
your  particular  associates  in  the  arduous  struggle,  have  been 
fulfilled  and  surpassed.  You  will  behold  a  great  peofrie  united' 
in  their  principles  of  jurisprudence,  cemented  together  by  the 
strong  ties  of  mutual  interests,  and  happy  under  the  fostering 
influence  of  a  fi^  and  energedc  government. 

'<  You  wiD,  therefore,  allow  us  to  reiterate  our  felieitations 
on  your  safe  arrival  among  us,  and  to  welcome  you  once  more 
10  tJie  good  land  which  your  youthful  vadour  contributed  to  ele« 
rate  and  distinguish. 

**  May  your  &ture  life  be  as  tranijuil  and  happy  as  yoiv 
past  has  bieen  useful,  uniform,  and  glonous.'* 

To  which  the  General  returned  tne  following  answer  :*^ 

**  Amidst  the  inexpressible  enjoyments  which  press  upon  my 
heart,  I  could  not  but  feel  particularly  eager  and  happy  to  meet 
my  beloved  brothers  in  arms.  Many,  many,  I  call  in  vain  ; 
and  at  the  head  of  them,  our  matchless  paternal  Chief,  whose 
love  to  an  adopted  son,  I  am  proud  to  say,  you  have  long  wit* 
iiessed — ^But  while  we  mourn  togeth^,  tor  those  we  have  lost. 
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nvtale  I  ftid  a  dOQSolilioo  m  the  si^  of  dieir  reb&ms  ai4 
fimubt  it  10  to  ine  a  deli^tful  gratificatioii  to  recognise  my 
aurviTuig  companbiis  of  our  revolutiooary  army-— that  army  ao 
braTe,  so  ▼irtuous,  so  united  by  mutual  confidence  and  afieo* 
lion.  That  we  have  been  the  Uudiful  soldiers  of  bdependeacey 
fireedom,  and  equality,  those  three  essential  requiffltes  of  na* 
tional  and  personal  digniQr  and  ha{q[>bess ;  that  we  have  live4 
to  see  those  sacred  principles  secured  to  this  Yasi  Republic^ 
and  cherished  elsewhere  by  all  generous  minds,  shall  be  the 
pride  of  our  life,  the  boast  of  our  children,  the  comfcwt  of  our 
last  moments. — Receive,  my  dear  brother  soldiers,  the  grateft4 
thanks,  and  constant  love  of  your  old  companion  and  friend." 

On  Wednesday  was  the  anniversary,  of  commene^xient  iq 
Harvard  University,  at  Cambridge.  The  corporation  ha4 
requested  the  president,  to  send  a  particular  imitation  to  Ge« 
neral  I^afayette,  to  be  present  on  toe  occasion.  He  bad  ex- 
pressed a  wish,  soon  alter  his  arrival  at  New-Y(Nrk,  to  attend 
that  literary  anniversary.  The  corporation  heard  of  his  in^ei^ 
tkm  with  great  satisfaction.  They  were  sensible  of  his  love  o^ 
literature,  and  of  his  attachment  to  this  ancient  seminary.  And 
they  remembered,.that  the  governors  of  the  college  appreciated 
his  merits/erty  yean  before,  by  conferring  upon  him  the  high* 
est  honours  tliey  could  bestow.  At  a  meeting  of  the  corpora^ 
tioQ  on  the  21st  of  Au^st,  it  was  voted— 

^  That  the  corporation  learn  with  peculiar  satisfaction,  tht 
knetition  of  General  Lafayette  to  visit  this  part  of  our  coantry, 
at  the  period  of  the  approaching  commenceraeotf  and  regv4 
Che  event  as  auq>icious  to  that  ioyous  and  interesting  annivei^t 
sary,  and  respectfully  request,  that  he  will  favour  the  university 
wkh  his  company  on  that  occarion ;  and  thereby  affi>rd  to  tht 
members  of  toe  university,  and  to  those  who  are  candidates  fbf 
itshoiidurs,theopportuBirr  of  seeing  and  hoqooring  distin* 
guished  patriot  and  soldier,  whose  willing  sacrifices  were  def 
voted  to  the  cause  which  Ims  secured  to  the  successive  raeee 
of  American  youth,  the  blessings  of  educatkm  in  a  land  of  free^ 
dem ;  and  whose  virtuous  and  glorioua  career  holds  Ibrth  to 
die  rising  generatkm,  a  bright  example  of  the  qualities  whidi 
ought  to  adorn  those,  who  aspire  to  aid  in  the  councils,  or  maioif 
tain  the  riehts  and  interests  of  a  free  peopde.'* 

General  Lafayette  was  escorted  from  Boston  to  Cambridge^ 
on  Wednesday  morning,  by  a  company  of  cavalry,  and  accomp 
paoied  by  the  Govenuir  Mid  Supreoae  Executive  Council  qt 
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fiB  Commonweudi*  In  pds^g  dirougli  Onmbnage  Port,  m 
#18  gratefully  cheered  by  the  assembled  citisens,  and  eloqnenl* 
^  addressed  by  Judge  Fay,  in  the  name  of  the  whole,  m  the 
following  interesting  manner  :— 

-.  ^  General  La&yettei— The  dtizens  of  Cambridge  present 
(lemselres  before  you,  to  greet  your  arrival  in  their  country 
frith  an  afiectionate  welcome,  and  to  offer  die  simple  homage 
#f  grateful  hearts  to  the  eariy  and  constant  friend  of  American 
Iberty— <he  steady  and  uniform  asserter  of  the  ri^its  of  man. 
They  desire  to  make  known  to  yon  die  profound  sentiments 
pf  gratitude  and  admiration,  with  which  their  bosoms  are  in* 
ipired  hy  the  recollection  of  the  generous  anddistingnished  ser* 
jnces  rendered  by  you  to  the  United  States  in  their  struggle  for 
Rational  existence.  In  that  struggle,  you  made  a  voluntary  o& 
jbring  of  your  fife  and  fortune  on  the  ahar  of  civil  liberty  f  la 
so  doing,  you  sought  no  rewards,  but  in  the  conscious  magna- 
nimity of  the  act  and  in  the  lasting  gratitude  of  a  whole  people. 
Those  rewards  you  have,  Sir,  and  long,  k»g  may  you  enjoy 


^  Permit  us  to  remind  yon.  Sir,  that  on  thivi^xyt  was  assem- 
led  the  first  army  of  our  revolution ; — that  bm  Warfungton 
^st  assmned  the  command  of  that  army,  and  entered  upon  the 
fnomentous  contest,  which  terminated  in  our  national  independ* 
ence,  that  indej^dence,  which  your  own  disinterested  and  mn 
lie  efforts  contributed  so  essentially  to  achieve. 
'  ^To  you,  Greneral,  the  friend  and  companion  in  armeef  our 
^kyved  Wadiington— the  benefactor  of  our  comitry — the  k^ 
^ier  of  fiberty — to  you  the  citieens  of  Cambridge  again  tender 
|heir  heartfelt  welcome,  and  pray  you  to  accept  their  fervent 
Irishes,  that  all  your  future  days  may  be  M  of  happiness  and 


The  reply  of  Lafayette  was  characterisdc  and  aftetionate« 
lie  was  met  by  the  Corporation  and  Professors,  on  bis  arriving 
irithin  the  precincta  of  the  coHege,  and  thu9  addressed  by  iSM 
|eamed  President  IGrkland : — 

**  We  bid  you  wefeome.  General  Lafieiyette,  to  the  moM  an* 
Inent  of  the  seminaries  of  our  hind.  The  Overseers  and  F^ 
kma  of  the  University,  the  Professors  and  other  officers,  the 
tandidates  for  the  academic  honours  of  this  day,  and  the  stu-^ 
dents,  tender  you  their  respectful,  their  afiectionate  sahitations.^ 
We  greet  you  with  peculiar  pleasure,  at  this  literary  festival^ 
gtmed  that  you  regard  the  occaaioD  with  interest  and  ee* 
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poQie  Aa  »ttMJina^t»  which  as  mamhirs  of  a  rapuUfo,  we 
caooot  fail  to  cherish  to  the  cause  of  learning  and  educatian. 

**  As  a  man*  sustainiDg  his  part  throu|h  various  sceues,  pros- 
perous and  adverse!  of  an  eventful  life,  your  character  and 
course,  marked  by  moral  dignity,  have  challenged  particular 
respect  and  sympathy.  As  the  patron,  the  diampion,  and 
benefaclor  of  America,  you  have  a  relation  to  us,  by  which  we 
call  you  our  own,  and  join  gratitude  and  aflfecUon  to  exahed 
esteem.  The  early  and  cosily  pledges  you  gave  of  devotioii 
to  the  principles  and  i^irit  of  our  institutions,  your  adoption  <lf 
our  perilous  and  uncertain  contest  for  national  existence,  your 
friendship  in  the  hour  of  our  greatest  need,  have  associated 
your  name  in  the  minds  and  nearts  of  Americans,  with  the 
dearest  and  most  affecting  recollections.  The  fathers  teach 
their  children,  and  the  in^ucters  their  pupils,  to  hold  you  in  bve 
and  honour ;  and  the  history  of  these  States  takes  charge  of 
your  claims  to  thegratefol  remembrance  of  allfiituregenerations. 

''  It  is.  a  pleasing  ieRecdoa  attendii^  the  progress  of  theae 
communities,  that  it  justifies  our  friends  and  supporters ;  and 
that  the  jpredilections  and  hG|)es  in  our  favour,  wnicb  you  in- 
dulged  m  the  ardour  of  youth,  have  been  followed  by  good 
^  auspice^  till  your  advanced  age.  We  are,  indeed,  happy  m 
presenting  you  the  fruut  of  your  tofls  and  dangers,  in  die  kmdlf 
operation  of  the  causes,  which  you  did  so  much  to  call  imo 
action,  and  we  rejoice  in  ev^  demonstration  we  are  able  to 
give,  that  your  care  for  us  has  not  been  vain.  Knowing  how 
vou  feel  yourself  to  have  a  proper^  in  our  welfare,  and  sensi- 
ble of  the  enjoyment -accruing  to  your  generous  spirit  from  our 
proq)erity,  we  find  in  these  consideratioDS,  new  motives  to 
maintain  liber^  with  ardour ;  and  in  the  exercise  of  our  fiine- 
tions,  feel  bound  to  endeavour  to  send  out  from  our  care,  en- 
lightened and  virtuous  men,  empkying  their  influence  to  seewt 
to  their  oountry  the  advantages,  and  prevent  and  remedy  die 
evils  attending  the  wide  diffusion  among  a  people  of  poulioal 
.  power. 

'^  Accept  our  wishes  and  prayers  for  your  hedth  and  happi- 
ness. May  the  Invisible  Hand  which  has  been  your  safe- 
guard thus  far,  continue  its  protecting  care.  May  the  Supreme 
Disposer,  the  Witness  and  Judge  of  character  and  oonduel» 
bavmg  appointed  yon  a  bug  and  tranquil  evening  of  days,  re- 
ceive you  to  the  final  and  glorious  reward  of  the  faithful  in  a 
perfect  state.  ^' 

47 
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The  firibwing  is  die  sobstflice  of  the  Genenfo  re{^  9^  *' 

^^  It  is  with  real  pleasure,  Sir«  that  I  find  myself  agab  at  dib 
University,  which  1  visited  for  the  first  time,  more  than  forty 
Tears  agp.  The  great  improvements  which  have  been  foadb 
here  during  the  interval  are  striking  evidences  of  the  teedeiM^ 
of  libera]  political  institutions,  to  promote  the  progrefti  of  ctvib- 
zation  and  learning.  I  beg  you  to  accept  my  warmest  thanks  fo» 
vour  kind  expressions  of  personal  eivifity  to  mysdf,  and  my 
best  wishes  for  the  continued  prosperity  of  the  valuable  esta 
blishments  over  which  you  preside.'^ 

When  he  entered  the  place  provided  for  the  celebration  of 
commencement,  where  a  numerous  company  of  ladies  and 
gentleroen  had  assembled  to  attend  the  ceremonies  and  hteran 
performances  of  the  day,  there  was  an  instantaneous  and  urn 
versal  acclamation ;  not  stunning  and  boisterous ;  but  the  de 
corous  and  chastened  greeting  of  an  inteUigent  audience 
When  he  reached  the  stage,  be  bowed  repeatedly  to  the  assem- 
bly, with  great  apparent  sensibility.    Several  of  die  young 
gentlemeii,  alluded  to  him  in  their  orations ;  and  some  dw«lt 
particularlv  on  Us  early  devotion  to  the  cause  of  America,  in 
the  struggle  for  independence,  widi  great  effect.   These  notices, 
thoush  short  and  mdirect,  were  calculated  to  excite  the  grateful 
recoUectionsof  the  audience ;  who  responded  to  the  seDtiments 
with  enthusiastic  acclamations* 

On  Thursday,  by  particular  request  of  the  literary  society  of 
«*PAi  Beta  Koffo^  so  called,  in  die  unhrersity,  General  La- 
fiiyette  attended  the  celebration  of  tbeir  anniversary  at  Cam- 
bridge. It  was  never  known  before,  that  aigr  one,  however 
distinguished,  either  for  literature  k»  virtue,  was  invited  to  dine 
with  the  socten^,  unless  a  member  of  some  other  branch  of  the 
association.  The  departure  m  this  case,  from  the  mvariabie 
Visages  and  roles  of  die  sodety,  is  proof  of  the  very  high  esti- 
mation in  whkrh  Lafayette  is  hdd,  and  of  the  dispositkm,  in  dl 
dasses  of  cttixens,  to  manifest  their  respect  for  Us  character. 
He  proceeded  to  the  universnty,  about  1  o'clock,  when- he  was 
again  greeted  wkh  the  hearty  cheers  of  the  citizens,  as  be  pass^ 
ed  the  high-way,  and  when  he  nrrived.  The  public  po^ 
fonnaiices  on  this  occasion,  were  an  oration  and  a  poem.  The 
latter  was  prepared  at  very  short  notice,  and  had  particular  re- 
ference to  the  visit  of  the  tflustrious  hero  and  philandmmist  It 
purported  to  be  the  vision  of  the  Gmmt  ofUbcrtj/.  It  was  a 
felicitous  eficKt  of  the  poetic  muse*    The  gradual  but  certain 
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dnsalutkm  of  andeat  despodc  S3r9teni8  was  predicted,  as  by  die 
qiirit  of  iDspiration  ;  and  die  blessings  and  jojrs  of  well-regulat* 
ed  freedom  were  described  widi  a  masterly  pencil,  as  extend* 
•  lug  and  spreading  in  all  parts  of  the  civilized  worid.  It  was  the 
metrifying  voice  of  genios,  speaking  to  hearts  full  of  grali- 
tilde  and  swelling  with  joyous  emotions. 

The  orator  was  not  less  happy  in  his  subject,  nor  less  ingenn 
<nis  and  ebquent  in  its  illustration.  Lafayette  was  very  sensibly 
aflfected  by  diis  unexpected  expression  (m  gratitude  for  his  early 
aervices,  and  by  the  strong  emotions  manifested  by  the  assenb- 
Uy,  at  the  name  of  Washington.  The  hours  passed  in  the  din* 
mg  hall  were  consecrated  to  reminiscences  of  the  interestiac 
events  which  occurred  in  the  revolutionary  contest,  to  gratefiu 
recollections  of  the  statesmen  and  heroes,  who  advocated  and 
defended  the  cause  of  freedom,  and  thus  led  the  way  in  the 
glorious  march  of  human  improvement  and  happbess,  which 
the  present  generation  is  so  rapidly  pursuing.  Here  were  a»» 
sembled  the  judges  of  the  land,  the  ministers  of  religion,  the 
l^islators  of  the  state  and  nation,  several  of  the  heroes  of  die 
revelation,  and  numerous  eminent  literary  characters  from  va^ 
rious  parts  of  the  United  States,  to  unite  with  the  younger  sons 
of  Harvard,  m  o^ings  of  a^ctionate  gratitude  to  a  man,  who 
had  no  gifts  of  power  or  tides  of  honour  to  bestow ;  but  whose 
asefid  services  and  onifiwm  coarse  of  honourable  and  benevo* 
lent  purpose,  in  then?  esttmation,  claimed  a  higlier  tribute  than 
was  due  to  sceptered  princes,  or  the  most  renowned  conquerors 
of  ancient  or  modem  times. 

Thursday  and  Saturday  mornings,  for  several  hours,  he  re* 
ceived  the  personal  compliments  and  congratulations  of  a  great 
number  of  the  inhabitants  of  Boston  and  its  vicinity,  of  both 
sexes.  They  were  presented  to  him,  on  the  spacious  area 
«f  the  ground  floor  of  die  State  House.  The  house  provided 
for  his  residence  while  in  the  city,  thoi^h  unusually  large,  was 
not  well  adapted  for  such  crowds  of  visitors  as  pressed  to  be* 
hold  him«  Many  aged  people  were  presented,  who  had  served 
with  him  m  die  revolutionary  war,  or  recollected  events  of 
that  period,  which  they  were  desirous  to  relate.  Some  were  oa 
erutches,  and  others  bared  their  arms  to  show  the  honourable 
acars  occasioned  by  the  bayonet  or  ball  of  the  enemy,  in  the 
**  glorious  fight**  for  freedom.  Soaie  could  boast  of  havinr 
feoght  under  his  command,  or  by  his  side,  at  Brandvwine  and 
JdoaiBOttth ;  and  odiers,  that  foUowed  in  his  path  ol  peril  and 
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riory  in  Virginia,  in  1781,  and  assistedHh  auccessfiilty  korih 
mg  the  redoubt  at  Yorkiown,  on  the  memoraUe  eTeobg  of  Ao 
15th  of  October,  which  decided  the  fate  ot  CorawaHiii. 

He  s^zed  the  hands  of  these  his  old  companions  iDanns,  with 
great  eagerness  and  emotion ;  and  while  they,  in  the  hbnest 
pride  of  tneir  souls  related  their  *'hair-brradth  escapes,'*  wineb 
•led  the  spectators  ahnost  to  envy  their  claims  to  such  honoura- 
ble boasting,  the  veteran  hero  exclaimed,  ^O  my  brave  Light 
Infantry!  My  gallant  troops!"  Several  aged  cithEens  m^ 
^rere  personally  engaged  in  opposing  the  British  forces,  who 
marched  to  Lexington  and  Concord,  for  the  purpose  of  de- 
stroying the  Provincial  stores  cdlected  at  die  latter  place,  were 
nresent  at  this  interview.  A  gun  was  also  shown  to  General 
Lafayette,  from  which  was  fired  the  ball,  winch  killed  the  first 
of  the  regular  troops  slain  on  that  memorable  occasion.  These 
meetings  revived  recollections  important  to  be  preserved,  and 
served  to  remind  the  rising  generations  of  the  principles  and 
deeds  of  their  fathers.  We  trust  they  did  not  awaken  any  angiy 
or  hostile  feeling  towards  an  ancient  enemy ;  but  served  (mly 
to  kindle  our  gratitude  to  Almighty  God,  for  his  gracious  m- 
terpositions  in  our  behalf,  and  to  peipetuate  our  respect  for  die 
remains  of  those  who  oflered  up  their  lives  for  our  freedom  and 
weUare. 

On  Friday  morning,  committees  fi'om  Portsmodtli,  Newport, 
Haverhill,  Newburyport,  and  from  Bowdoin  (College,  waited 
on  General  Lafayette  inviting  Irira  to  visit  those  respec^ve 
places ;  where  the  people  were  derirous  to  see  Idm,  and  to 
cB&r  personally  their  welcome  salutations. 

To  a  kind  and  aflectionate  invitation  of  the  citizetts  of  Port* 
knd  to  Lafayette  to  visit  Mame,  the  General  returned  the 
feUowing  respectful  answer :— * 

*<SiK — Wiien  I  had  the  heartfelt  gratification  to  embark  oo 
this  happy  vint  to  die  United  States,  I  anticipated  the  pleasure 
to  pay  my  respects  to  the  citizens  of  the  State  of  Maine,  and 
the  town  of  Pordand.  That  intention  coaM  not  but  be  coin 
firmed  by  the  flattering  invitation  ^rou  have  been  pleased  to 
transmit.  I  much  regret  that  previous  en^gements,  and  the 
proprie^  not  to  defer  for  a  long  time  my  journey  towards  the 
•eat  of  government  at  Washington  City,  make  it  impossible  far 
me,  at  this  moment,  to  mdulge  my  eager  desire  to  viat  die  town 
of  Pordand.  But  on  my  return  to  this  part  of  the  Unk>n,  and 
most  certainly  before  I  leave  die  American  shorci  I  shall  have 
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Ae  hoQOur,  pmonOf  to  dEbr  to  tbe  citiseii»of  Poidaiidt  di« 
tvibme  of  my  respeol  and  gratttude* 

Be  pleaaed,  SUr,  to  accept  my  respectful  acknowledgmeots 
udregaid.  LAFAYETTE.'* 

The  SelectmeB  of  the  aacient  town  of  Plymouth  were  prompt 
b  ofl^ing  an  invhation  to  General  Lafayette  to  visit  that  place 
before  leaving  the  United  States.  A  letter  from  the  Chairman, 
in  behalf  of  that  body  and  their  fellow  citizens,  was  delivered 
10  him  <m  the  morning  after  his  arrival  in  Boston,  by  the  vene* 
nUe  Dr*  Thacher ;  to  which  be  gave  tbe  following  reply  :-^ 

^  SiBr«»Nothing  could  nSard  me  a  greater  satisfaction  tbaa 
to  have  the  honour  to  pay  my  respects  to  the  citizens  of  Ply* 
moudi ;  nor  will  I  leave  the  shores  of  America  before  I  have 
enjoyed  this  heartfelt  gratification.  But  my  present,  Curst  visit 
Id  tins  part  of  the  Union,  is  shortened  by  previous  engagements^ 
and  the  obligation  to  go  towards  the  seat  of  government, at 
Washington  City.  I  anticipate  the  time  when  it  will  be  in  my 
power  personally  to  present  the  citizens  of  Plymouth  with  my 
grateful  and  amctionate  acknowledgments  for  their  kindness 
lo  me.  Be  pleased  to  accept  the  tribute  of  diese  sentimentSi 
and  to  believe  me  with  muoh  personal  regard,  Yours,  he. 

LAFAYETTE.'* 

The  Marquis  Lafayette  left  hts  place  of  residence  in  Bostoit 
at  10  o'ekick,  accompanied  by  Governor  Eustis  and  suite» 
Governor  Brooks,  the  deputation  from  New-York,  the  Mayor 
and  committee  of  arrangements  of  Boston,  and  proceeded  to 
Charlestown,  which  he  previously  engaged  to  visit,  at  this  time* 
As  he  passed  through  the  streets  in  the  north  part  of  die  city, 
the  people  pressed  around  him,  testifying  their  regard,  and 
Peering  him  on  his  way  with  repeated  acclamations.  Raised 
arches,  wreaths  of  ever-green,  and  variegated  colours,  added  to 
the  brilliancy  of  the  scene. .  He  was  met  at  the  centre  of  the 
bridge,  which  is  the  dividing  line  between  Boston  and  Charles- 
town,  by  the  Chief  Marshal  and  his  aids,  and  conducted  to  the 
square,  where  a  committee  of  the  citizens  of  that  town  was  in 
waiting  to  receive  him.  A  procession  was  then  formed,  head- 
ed by  two  Marshals,  and  escorted  by  a  regiment  of  Light  In* 
fantry,  and  a  battalion  of  artillery,  with  martial  music,  consist- 
ing of  the  committee  of  arrangements.  General  Lafayette,  his 
eon,  and  friend,  who  accompanied  him  from  France ;  the 
Governor  and  saite,  Grovemor  Brooks,  and  General  Dearboniy 
Judges  of  tbe  Courts,  and  membo^  of  the  Supreme  Executivo 
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CoimcO  of  t&e  State ;  deputation  from  JSkm^ttikf  Akjor  mit 
committee  of  Boston,  officers  of  the  annir  aad  nafy  of  Ae 
United  States,  and  of  the  militia  of  the  State )  anwigeta  of 
distinction,  and  civil  officers  of  the  town  of  Charleatown.  b 
proceeded  to  Bunker  Hill,  where  the  chairman  of  the  commit- 
tee  of  the  town,  addressed  Lafayette  as  feUows :— > 
*  «  Sir — In  behalf  of  the  inhabitants  of  Charlestown,  the  com* 
tnittee  of  arrangements  present  then*  respectful  salutations  to 
General  Lafayette,  and  bid  him  a  cordial  welcome  to  this  lowm 
This  joyful  occasion  revives  high  national  feeKngs  and  reeolr 
lections,  and  touches  the  springs  of  gratitude,  by  remindiDg  us 
of  that  interesting  period  of  our  history,  which  cave  to  our 
country  a  gallant  hero,  and  to  the  rightsof  mankina  a  steadiuC 
champion.  While  we  participate  in  the  thrill  of  deliglit  which 
every  where  hails  the  visit  of  our  illustrious  friend,  we  cannot 
suppress  the  peculiar  emotion  of  our  hearts  on  receivii^  youy 
Sir,  on  the  memorable  heights  of  Bunker.  On  this  hxAj 
ground,  immortalized  by  the  dead,  and  sacred  to  the  names  of 
revolutionary  heroes.  Over  these  heights,  liberty  once  noovad 
in  blood  and  tears ; — ^her  chariot  on  wheels  of  fire.  Now  she 
comes  in  her  car  of  peace  and  glory ;  drawn  by  the  affections 
of  a  happy  people,  to  crown  on  these  same  heights,  with  civic 
honours,  a  favourite  son«  whose  eariy  strength  was  given  to  her 
aacred  struggles,  and  whose  riper  years  are  now  permitted  to 
behold  the  splendour  of  her  triumphs.  In  the  fulness  of  oiiff 
bearts  we  give  thanks  to  Almighty  Ood,  who  has  guided  and 
guarded  your  high  career  of  peril  and  renown* 

^*  Permit  us,  beloved  General,  agam  to  welcome  you  to  our 
borders ; — to  express  our  ardent  hopes,  that  vour  valuable  life 
may  be  prolonged  to  the  utmost  limits  of  eartlily  happiness  y^ 
that  the  land  which  has  been  enriched  with  the  dew  of  your 
youth,  may  be  honoured  as  the  asylum  of  your  old  age  ;«-tfaat 
I  the  country  which  now  blends  your  fame  with  the  mild  lustra 
of  Washington,  may  henceforth  hail  vou  as  a  citiasen  of  Wash- 
ington's  country ; — and  that,  during  the  residue  of  your  years^ 
you  may  live  amidst  the  attentions,  as  you  will  forever  Uve  in 
the  hearts  of  a  grateful  and  admiring  people.'* 

To  this  address  the  Greneral  replied  :— 

"  With  profound  reverence,  Sir,  I  tread  this  holy  ground^ 
wiiere  the  blood  of  American  patriots^-the  blood  of  Warren 
and  bis  companions,  early  and  gloriously  spilled,  aroused  the 
energy  of  mree  millions,  and  secured  the  liappmess  of  ten 
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liHitmii  nd  of  jaMgr  other  nnSIioiis  ^of  meD^^iD  timos  to  coqiie* 
That  blood  ha»  called  both  American  cootinents  to  repubUcaa 
independeiioei  aod  has  awakefted  the  oatioDS  of  Europe  to  % 
aenae,  and  ia  future,  I  hope,  to  the  practice  of  their  nshta* 
Suoh  ha^e  been  the  effects  of  a  resistaaca  to  oppression,  which 
waa,  by  mmj  preteaded  wise  men  of  the  times,  called  rashoesai 
while  it  waa  duly,  viitue  ^"-and  has  been  a  sigfml  for  tha 
amancipation  of  maokind* 

^*  I  beg  you,  sir,  and  the  magistrates,  and  the  citisena  oC 
Cbariestown,  to  accept  the  homage  of  my  gratitude  for  your 
kind  welcome,  and  of  those  si^Dtiments  of  affection  and  respect^ 
which,  for  so  mai^  years,  I  hare  cherished  towards  their  town***. 
.  While  oa  this  memorable  eminence,  he  was  informed  by 
Governor  Brooks,  of  the  recent  association  Soi  erecting  a  monu- 
mental pillar  on  that  hallowed  spot,  to  perpetuate  the  remem*' 
brance  of  the  justly  celebrated  batde  of  me  1 7th  of  June,  1 775  } 
when  a  few  regiments  of  undisciplined  militia,  made  a  brara 
stand  against  a  large  regular  British  force,  commanded  by. 
Generals  of  great  experience  and  courage.  Tliis  great  event/ 
so  in^rtant  m  the  annals  of  our  country,  as  it  convinced  tha 
English  government  of  the  resolution  of  the  colonies  to  main* 
tain  the  liberty  which  they  claimed,  and  of  the  daring  courage 
of  the  American  people*  This  event  is  to  be  commemorated  ia 
June,  1825,  when  fifty  years  will  be  completed,  by  an  oratkHi» 
and  other  public  appropriate  services  and  ceremonies.  Gene» 
ral  Lafayette  expressed  great  satisfaction  at  the  proposal.  Ha 
requested  that  he  might  be  considered  a  subscriber  for  tha 
monument ;  and  assured  the  gentlemen  present,  that  it  would 
be  bis  wish  and  endeavour  to  attend  the  celebration. 

On  his  visit  to  the  encampment  of  the  ^ew-England  Gtuirds^ 
the  General  tried  his  skill  m  gunnery,  and  directed  one  of  tha 
field  pieces  with  such  good  aim,  as  to  pierc^  the  target.  A 
large  assemblage  of  the  visitors  of  the  encampment  announced 
his  success  with  reiterated  cheeri^. 

He  dien  dined  with  Grovemor  Eustis,  in  Roxbury,  in  com- 
pany with  nearly  two  hundred  of  the  most  distinguished  stran- 
Sers  now  on  visits  here  and  citizens*-of  whom  were  many  of 
le  surviving  worthies  of  the  Revolution. — ^The  front  of  hb 
£xcelleDcy's  seat  was  beautifully  decorated,  and  fire*worke 
were  exhibited  on  the  lawn.  He  returned  to  town  at  8  o'ckxdcy 
and  in  the  evenbg  attended  a  ball  given  by  Mrs.  Sears^  in 
Bacon-street. 
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*  On  Sttord^y  Atigiist'28lh,  omneroud  depotstions,  and  te* 
▼olutioniiy  characters,  cafled  on  the  Geoeral  at  Us  qinrtiM. 
Chie  of  the  latter  exhibited  the  Fbreamh  ^  ^  imcharg^oOMcii 
tlie  first  British  regfdar  killed  m  the  war  of  the  revdiifiaD  wa# 
ihot  at  Concord  bridge,  od  the  memorable  19th  Ajpril,  17754 
The  event  is  recorded  in  the  annab  of  that  diajr*  Satia&ctorf 
Evidence  was  given,  that  the  ball  which  did  the  first  execution 
t>D  the  British  advanced  guard,  was  fired  from  this  gun.  Thu 
Genera]  appeared  mucii  pleased  at  seeing  this  refic,  and  sug* 
gested  the  expediencjr  or  perpetuating  its  identi^,  bjr  insertmg 
a  plate  on  the  stock,  with  an  inscription,  contamsng  the  parti» 
cinars  of  the  event.  It  belonged  to  Capt.  Buttrick,  ana  wo 
presented,  it  is  understood,  by  one  of  his  descendants,  who 
promised  to  execute  the  suggtsdon  of  the  General,  and  re- 
marked,  that  the  gun  ^ould  be  transmitted  to  the  latest  poste* 
rity  of  the  original  owner.  A  number  of  revohidonaiy  remini»* 
fences  occurred  in  this  interview,  which  we  have  not  room  to 
particularize. 

'  The  Creneral  then  repaired  to»the  State-house,  and  received 
the  congratulauons  of  the  citizens  of  both  sexes,  who,  during 
two  hours,  presented  themselves  in  continued  succession.  One 
of  the  revolutionary  worthies,  ^Jonathan  Leonard  of  Canton,  io 
Ncufolk,)  holdbg  in  his  hana  a  number  of  old  dmtinentei 
hi&s,.  thus  addressed  the  Guest : — *^  Here,,  Oenendy  are  seme 
^f  our  Old  Friends,  who  helped  us  io  carry  an  the  tvar/^ 
Among  die  presentations  was  an  interesting  Greek  youth  from 
Scio,  named  Pandies  RaUi,  whose  father  was  one  of  the  first 
martyrs  in  the  present  eventful  struggle  of  the  Greek  Patriots^ 
being  one  of  the  hostages  executed  at  Constantinople.  Thia 
bd,  we  are  informed,  with  his  mother,  and  family,  fled  from  the 
sack  of  Scio,  ahd  is  now  receiving  an  education,  under  the  care 
of  our  Foreign  AGssionary  Society.  He  was  noticed  with 
much  afiection  by  the  General.  In  the  afternoon  he  proceed*^ 
ed  to  Medford,  to  dme  with  Governor  Brooks,  accompanied 
by  the  Mayor. 

On  his  way  to  Medford  he  passed  through  Charlestown  and 
West  Cambridge,  and  arrived  at  Medford  about  3  o'clock*  It 
was  at  a  very  late  hour  that  the  citizens  o{  Medford  ascertained 
that  the  town  would  be  honoured  with  bis  presence ;  but  thdr 
|Hreparations  to  welcome  him  were  appropriate  and  elegant. 

Under  an  arch  the  Sdectmen  of  tl^  town  were  assembled! 
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^  General  I^itia^ette — The  Selectmen  of  Medibrd^  as  the 
lUfwmmatiyos  01  Ibe  towni  deem  it  a  graieful  and  boooora* 
Un  partef  &eir  dii^  10  bid  you  weksoroe. 
..  <«  They  arepreud,  Sir^  that  Medford  b  the  birth-place  of  one 
of  your  coapaoimw  in  arm^^-A  man^  wbO|  b^,  his  bravery  a 
dbe  fields  his  pMriotbm  a&d  oivio  viitueay  cootpbuted  to  ac^iini 
M jwieh^gloiy- toour  country}  as  honour  to  himself. 
.  ''We  rejoice,  Sir^  that  you- both  K?e  to  meet  agaiov  and  to 
^joy  together  the  contobtions  fairty  deiiired  bom  your  virtuous 
•ttlhemc  deeds. 

''  The  minds  of  our  countrymen  traced  your  x^ourse  with 
mmkn»  solic;itude»  tbtoug^the  French  Revolution,  from  your 
first  success  in  the  cause  of  Liberty,  until  the  spirit  of  oppresp 
aion  ooqfined  you  to  a  dungeon ;  and  their  hearts  were  glad- 
dened, whan,  by  the  influence  of  our  Great  and  Good  Wash- 
IKGTOV,  their  Friend  was  at  last  set  free. — ^In  the  rich  harvest 
you  are  now  gathering  of  the  eapres6ion&  of  esteem  and  gratitude 
of  this  numerous  pec^le,,  whose  freedom  and  happiness  your 
^ertioBS  so  essentially  contributed  to  establish,  we  hope  you 
vrill  find  aome  condensation  for  all  vour  trials,  sacrifices,  and 
aufferiogs— and  we  feel  much  complacency  that,  in  this  respect 
ymi  have  gained  so  complete  a  triumph  over  the  Monarchs  of 
the  world. 
^  ''Again,.  Sir,  we  bid  youa  cordial  welcome!  and  hope  the 
iSBtimoniab  of  ajqprobatioo  you  are  receiving  firom  every  heart 
tnd  every  tongue,  will  for  ever  remain  an  instructive  lesson  to 
laankind,  that  Patriots  who  enduse  faithfully  to  the  end,  shaQ 
Wt  bee  their  reward." 
•    The  following  is  the  substance  of  the  General's  reply  i^-^ 

«  Sir — I  am  most  happy,  in  visiting  the  town  of  my  dd 
lirotbeiT  Soldier  and  Friend,  General  Srooks,  to  be  received 
with  so  kind  a  welcome.  .  You  speak  of  some  comp^isation ! 
Compeosatioo,  Sir, — the  smallest  part  of  the  delight  which  I 
liave  experienced,  would  more  than  repay  me  for  uSsufiferingm 
jpast,or  tocome. 

"  I  beg  you,.to  accept  my  grateful  acknowledgments  for  this 
dieering  welcome.? 

This  welcome  was  repeated  by  the  acclamadons  of  the  aa* 
tasbled  citisena,  which  were  renewed  on  his  arriving  at  the 
Isovamof's  iresideace^    The  civic  arches  end  deooratioosw^it 
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dM  taste  of  the  ladies  of  Medford,  who  took^  a  1k9€fy  interal  ia 
Ads  spontaneous  tribute  of  gratitude* 

The  Ooieral,  in  proceeding  to  Medferd,  paaaed  thnudb 
Salem-street,  and  the  taste  and  patriotism  of  the  eitiaeiisof  M 
northern  section,  were  disphyed  m  numerous  and  elegant  de- 
corations of  the  street,  incessant  cheers,  and  waving  of  hand- 
kerchieis.  His  carriage  proceeded  sfewly,  and  he  appeared  le 
notice  all  the  arches  (fifteen  in  number)  tuider  which  he  jiasaedi 
tnd  partKuhrly  one,  (the  productkm  of  Ae  daughter  of  a 
Memner  of  the  Ci^  Goremment)  wbksb  hove  an  inscription^ 
formed  on  a  white  ground,  with  green  buds,  ^  FaytUt'-^Wk 
mS  never  forget  thee/* 

On  Monday  the  orders  of  the  Commander-in-<2hie(^  far  « 
review  of  a  portion  of  the  militia,  in  honour  of  the  vimt  of  die 
surviving  Major-General  of  the  revolutionary  army,  our  disliB* 
guished  Guest,  were  executed  with  promptness  and  nnoommos 
eflfeet.  Hie  day  was  fine*  At  an  early  hour,  a  superb  Brigade^ 
(composed  of  five  full  regiments  of  infantry,  a  regiment  of 
artiUery,  and  the  Salem  Independent  Cadets)  commanded  by 
Brigadier-Greneral  James  Appleton,  paraded  on  the  Common, 
on  which  tents  and  marquees  had  been  pitched  for  tbeir  ao* 
commodation,  and  which  with  the  commissary's  tent,  and  die 
tents  of  the  Sufiblk  Brigade,  and  the  marquees  attached  to  the 
Head-Quarters  (where  the  Independent  Cadets,  commanded 
by  Lieut.  Colonel  Amory,  did  gu^rd  duty^  exhibited  an  ex* 
tensive  encampment.  At  the  same  time  tne  Boston  Brigade, 
commanded  by  Brigadier-General  Lyman,  and  composed  of 
diree  iiiU  regiments  of  infantry,  four  companies  of  artillery,  and 
a  troop  of  dragoons,  also  paraded  and  formed  the  order  of  bal<» 
tie  at  S  ««*clock.  The  whole  field  was  commlmded  by  Major- 
^General  Crane,  of  the  first  division. 

The  line  nearly  filled  up  the  borders  of  the  spacious  trakiing* 
field,  and  exhibited  a  martial  spectacle  unequalled  in  extent^ 
4>rilliancy,  and  efficiency  by  any  former  military  review.  The 
corps  of  cavalry,  artUlery,  and  flank  companies,  were  in  coni» 
plete,  and  superb  uniforms ;  and  in  the  whole  line  of  infantiy, 
the  troops,  with  scarcely  an  exception,  were  in  blue  coats  and 
white  under  clothes,  with  knapsacks,  &c.  complete.  It  wM 
estimated  that  the  number  on  the  field  exceeded  6500. 

General  Lafayette,  on  foot,  was  escorted  by  die  Cadela 
Iran  his  residence  to  the  State-house,  where  be  was  receivad 
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hf  V»  ^ketXkndf  A«  ConiniluideMi-«Mef|  Mini  mJbm4  ^  Thtf 
were iben  escorted  totbe  Commoii.  He  wm  received bjr  load 
Ahontsfrom  di^  trodps  along  the  wlioleliiie*  iVie  Oeoeral  was 
then'  sakrted  by  die  Brigades,  under  Generab  A{)pIefon  md 
I^vnan,  m  succession.  He  then  look  a  podhioD  in  front  ol 
Head-Quarters,  and  received  die  mtitsfaiog  salute  of  the  wh(ri« 
Ai^sion.  Experienced  judges,  ibreign  and  native,  did  jutlioe 
to  the  dtsdipliiie  and  steadiness  of  the  morements* 

A  spacious  and  well  omamemed  marquee  had  been  erected 
hj  order  of  the  Governor  on  the  riring  ground  of  the  CommoD^ 
iinr  a  coNation  fer  the  Officers  and  .invited  Gueata.  It  mueh 
exceeded  any  other  arrangement  of  the  kind  ever  seen  herein 
In  this  edifice,*  His  Excellency,  and  ^  distinguished  Guesl^ 
Ae  Officers  of  the  Field,  the  Executive  Council,  Cincinnatiy 
Civil  and  Judicial  Officers,  Foreign  Consuls,  Officess  of  tbt 
AfYkiy  and  Navy,  Governor  Miller,  die  Clergy,  the  City  autb^ 
vities.  Strangers  of  distincdon,  and  General  and  FieM  Officeiv 
of  the-  Militia  not  on  duty,  partook  of  a  sumptuous  and  well» 
attended  entertainment.  A  few  toasts  were  given,  which  were 
received  with  acclamations,  particulariy  that  of  the  Command* 
er-in-chief,  complimentary  of  the  Guest;  that  of  (Seneral  La^ 
lavette  in  praise  of  the  fine  appearance  and  excellent  condud 
vt  the  tro6ps,  and  that  of  General  Brodcs,  who  gave  ^  Ti$ 
C&nimander4n'^hirfoflhe$e  troopt?^ 

The  order  of  batde  havmg  been  re-formed,  the  Brigadt 
tmder  General  Appleton  performed  numerous  evolutbas,  with 
the  utmost  precision  and  fine  efifiact  ' 

The  Boston  Brigade,  under  General  Lyman,  then  occupied 
tn  hour  in  similar  evolutions,— particularly  those  against  cavali^ 
vy,  by  the  formation  of  squares  of  regiments,  and  by  the  retreat 
within  them,  when  hard  pressed,  of  the  skirmi^ers  and  artiUe* 
rymen,  each  retiring  with  their  cotours  and  an  allotted  portable 
artk^le  essendal  to  their  utility ;  then  rushing  out,  remountiiq; 
and  firing  their  deserted  guns,  after  the  assailing  cavalry  is  re» 
pulsed.  This  mode  of  defence  was  practised  with  eflfeet  bj 
the  British  urmy  at  Waterfeo. 

The  exercises  being  completed,  and  the  usual  ceremodei 
of  the  field  performed,  die  troops  were  dismissed.     The  Go- 

•TIm  marqaott  wm176  feet  by  60;  containing  fix  Ubief  170  feet  loa|^ 
OB  which  there  wer^  1900  plates  set,— which  were  afterwards  tnereaiedS 
1000.    ThefMB«tte«ieprerand4»]rMr,Dadl^BkmdftMSt 
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In  ^  ereoii^  the  General  held  •  levee^  at  which  maiif 
fandivd  hdies  were  iouoduoed  to  him.  He  then  •ttended  a 
keli  given  by  Mn«  EUiot»  in  BecoQ-streeL 

^'fihould  it  be  supposed  bytfaeeober  citizens  of  other  oow^ 
lrie%  or  by  Aoee  in  our  owni  who  ^d  not  join  in  these  offisrr 
ittgs  of  grateful  admiration  to  Lafiiyette,  and  who  thereibiBe 
muU  hafe  fek  nothing  oS  the  eotfauaaan  which  such  scenes 
aiecalcuhted  to  piodoce;  that  there  was  too  much  parade,  cr 
an  undue  measure  of  sensibili^  manifested  on  this  occasion^ 
it  may  bo  proper  to  obsenw,  that  no  conclusion  is  to  be  drawn 
from  this  great  rojoicingt  that  the  people  of  Boston,  or  in  fact 
of  the  United  States,  are  disposed  topayhi^ier  regard  toen^- 
ttent  men  of  the  milkary,  than  in  the  citiI  department ;  or  thai 
ifaey  have  so  litde  discrimination,  as  to  b^gtow  applause  upon 
merely  splendid  achievements.  It  is  believed  to  be  a  fact,  tb^ 
ihe  most  intelligent  and  sober  part  of  the  communis  were  as 
teady  to  engage  in  these  processions  and  ceremonies,  as  those 
4>f  the  more  common  and  uninformed  class  of  citisens.  How 
oould  it  be  otherwise  f  These  are  convincing  prpois  of  the 
Mai,  difibterestedness,  and  devodoo  of  General  Lafayette  to 
the  cause  of  American  liberty  and  H)dependence-*of  his  brar 
very,  activity,  judgment,  constancy,  and  fidelity — of  his  attacb- 
Baeni  to  Wasbmglon  and  other  patriots,  and  of  their  regard  for 
lum ;  and  of  his  uniform  support  of  regulated  liber^  in  bis  own 
country.  In  his  early  days  be  had  risked  every  thing,  and  tqid 
done  every  diiog  which  an  individual  could  possibly  endure  or 
attempt,  in  our  behalf.  He  had  noio,  in  advanced  life,  left  his 
awn  beloved,  retireraeot  in  a  distant  hemisphere,  to  visit  this 
land  of  liberty,  and  of  bis  aflbctions,  to  behold  the  raosperity^ 
arder,  enjoyment,  and  felicity  of  a  great*  people.  His  charao- 
ter  too,  is  unstained  by  bloodshed  and  crime ;  it  is  consecsated, 
an  the  eontrary,  by  the  prayers,  and  tears,  and  benedictionsi 
af  all  good  men  in  America  and  Europe*  Who  will  then  oear 
sure  or  wonder,  that  he  should  be  received  by  the  moral  and 
nober  people  of  America,  with  all  that  cordiiJity  andenthusi- 
asm,  whicn  were  cUscovered  on  his  arrival  amongst  us?  We 
do  not  forget  Washington ;  our  beloved  and  almost  adored 
WashingtcMi — nor  are  we  insensible  to  the  merits  and  virtues 
of  other  stiltesmen  and  heroes  of  our  own  country. '  But,  sure* 
ly  we  may  be  allowed  to  greet  this  dd  distinguusbed  beoefao- 
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tor  iridi  a  eofdU  welcooie,  wkhoiilsiib$eetiQg  mMehw  td  dM 
diaree  of  extravagance^  or  caprice. 

^Tbe  chanu^r  of  the  inilitia  in  Bo0ton»  and  generrily 
Arough  the  statei  has  been  mtich  improTed  withb  die  hel 
ffieen  years*  They  have  recently  adopted  a  cheap  unUbrm  } 
and  great  improvements  have  been  maae  in  adopdng  the  mo* 
dem  system  of  tactics.  The  independent  companies  need  not 
decline  a  comparisoa  with  regular  troops;  and,  vrhat  is  very 
important  to  the  respectability  of  the  miiitiay  their  officers  are 
intelligent  and  ambitious^  and  actuated  by  a  patriotic  qpiril^ 
which  is  a  pledge  of  fideUty,  and  a  stimulus  to  honourable  ex- 
ertion. The  high  praise  bestowed  upon  die  raiUtia  at  tfait 
review,  was  justly  merited.'' 

General  Lafayette  left  Boston  on  Tuesday  morning  for 
Portsmouth,  in  the  state  of  NewHampshirei  mtending  to  pa* 
through  Marblehead,  Salem,  and  Newbuiyport,  on  Im  way  10 
die  firmer  place.  A  number  of  distinguBhed  citizens,  and  a 
Committee  of  the  Chy  Council  accompanied  him  to  the  nortb* 
em  line  of  the  city ;  and  the  Governor's  aids  attended  him  t» 
the  extreme  part  of  the  state,  adjoining  New-Hampshire.  Qa 
his  route  he  was  greeted  by  the  inhabitants  of  Chebesi  Lynn^ 
and  Marblehead,  with  great  feeling  and  respect,  alike  honoured 
ble  to  themsehres,  and  gratifybg  to  the  friend  and  guest  of  th» 
nation.  Addresses  were  also  made  to  him,  in  these  several 
towns,  expressive  of  th^  gratitude  for  his  sernces,  and  of  ther 
Uvely  sense  they  had  of  his  [Mresent  visit  to  the  county. 

In  passing  dirough  Lynn,  General  Lafayette  was  secmved 
by  the  ottixens  with  distinguished  marks  of  respect. 

At  about  half  past  8  o'ckx^k,  he  arrived  at  die  bridge,  (over 
die  draw  of  which  was  thrown  a  handsome  arch,  \  under  the 
esooit  of  the  Boston  compainr  of  cavalry,  wbidi  immediately 
joined  the  other  battaHon :  wfaoi  the  wh^  moved  towards  the 
Hotel. 

On  the  arrival  of  die  procession  at  the  Hotel,  which  was 
very  handsomely  decorated  with  flags  and  evergreens,  the 
following  adAress  was  delivered  to  the  General  by  £>bn  Whits^ 
Esq.  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Arrangements  :— 

**  General— Tin  mhabitants  of  this  town  have  chosen  m0 
dttir  or^,  to  greet  yon  with  a  sincere  and  hearty  wekome, 
on  this  jo)rfuI  occasion.  A  duty  on  which  I  enter  with  mingled 
emotions  of  profound  veneration,  gratitude,  and  afiectkxi,  to- 


Digitized  by 


Google 


SSI  Ms  ToiTB  tyv  ' 

nwdri  jr^Mi,  Sif|  our  tittion's  etify,  dMtlCereflteai  uid  uiiiw)ri]i|f 
friend  and  benefactor. 

**Tbe  deep,  intense,  and  indelible  feelings  of  tUs  free  and 
lappy  republic  towards  jrou,  General,  who  so  eminently  and 
iuccessfuily  contributed  to  raise  her  to  her  present  prond  and 
powerful  attitude  among  the  naticHis  of  die  earth,  can  be  no 
more  forcibly  illustrated,  than  in  diat  spontaneous  homage  of 
fbe  heart,  which  you  see  displayed  around  you,  on  your  arrival 
dpon  our  favoured  shores ;  and  which,  like  a  halo  of  glonr, 
encircles  you  in  your  progress  dirough  our  country.  This, 
General,  is  a  language  not  to  be  misunderstood,  compared  with 
which  the  most  laboured  declamation  must  be  faint  and  pow- 
erless. 

**  Ahhoudi  your  present  appearance  among  us.  Eke  the  tran- 
sk  of  a  brilliant  and  beneficent  planet,  commissioned  m  pro- 
claim good  will  to  man,  in  its  rapid  career  among  innumerable 
worlds,  is  short  and  fleeting,  the  emanations  of  die  bright  and 
joyous  light  which  it  sheds  around  you,  will  continue  with  as 
10  guide  our  steps,  ffiid  cheer  our  hearts  to  the  latest  moment 
af  our  existence. 

"Permit  me  now.  General,  to  express  my  individual  jOT at 
die  happy  consummation  of  diose  ardent  wishes,  which  1  had 
die  honour  to  express  to  you  twelve  years  since,  in  your  native 
eountry — ^for  you  have  re-visited  us,  and  you  see  that  '*  all 
Inarts  and  arms  are  open  to  receive  you." 

To  this  the  General  made  a  very  adkctkmate  reply. 

The  General  was  then  conducted  to  the  Hall,  where  be  was 
btroduced  by  the  chairman  to  the  ladies,  committee  of  arrange- 
ments, municipal  officers,  revolutionary  soldiers,  clergy,  and 
many  citizens,  but  being  engaged  to  breakfast  at  Marblehead, 
Ms  stay  was  restricted  to  thii^  minutes.  On  leaving  the  Hotel, 
die  Cren^fal  ascended  the  barouche,  with  die  chairman  of  the 
committee,  and  the  procession  proceeded  through  the  town. 
At  the  western  end  of  the  common  was  erected  a  beautiful 
dvic  arch,  most  elegantly  decorated  vrith  ever-greevis,  sur* 
mounted  by  a  wreath  enctosfaig  the  following  mscription  9 — 

*•  Welcome  Lafayette !  Conqueror  of  hearts." 
On  the  top  of  which  was  perched  a  beautiful  gilt  Eagle.  Sus- 
pended under  the  arch  by  festorais  of  ever-greens  was  a  wrealfay 
furrounding  this  inscription  :-^ 

"Washington  and  Lafiiyette." 
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Aftar  {Mtfndg  ibis  ilreb)  the  proeeaBiqii^  entered  betiroeo  two 
'Biiaft  of  children  of  the  town^  neatly  and  prettily  dressed^  who 
threw  boquets  of  flowers  before  the  Genmd,  and  bto  bis  car* 
riage*  Next  in  order  were  two  Iodz  lines  of  the  citizenSf 
leaching  to  another  very  handsome  arch  of  ever-green,  under 
which  was  suspended  a  wreath  surrounding  these  words  ^-« 
*<  October  19tb,  1781."  The  procession  continued  over  the 
common  towards  Market-street,  through  which  he  passed,  an4 
at  its  entrance  passed  under  a  beautiful  canopy,  formed  on  ooa 
side  by  a  majestic  elm,  and  on  the  other  by  large  trees  planted 
for  the  occasion,  united  at  the  top,  and  tastefully  hung  with 
wreaths  and  gariands  of  flowers.  At  this  place  was  the  foi^ 
lowing  inscription  ^— 

*<  Welcome  La&yette,  to  thee  we  owe  the  sweets  of 
Liberty," 

On  the  entrance  of  the  procession  to  Front-street,  another, 
beautiful  arch  was  presented,  to  which  was  su^nded,  under 
thirteen  sun  flowers,  representing  stars,  this  inscript^n  :"— 
^Thou  {^vest  to  us  tnirteen  talents,    Lo!  we  have  gained 

eleven  more,— "-Receive  our  gratitude." 
Und^  this  inscription  were  eleven  other  sun  flowers*    la 
Broad-street  was  another  handsome  arch,  made  entirely  of. 
trees,  wreaths,  and  garlands,  on  which  was  the  foUowing  in-s 
scription  :— 

**  The  voice  of  ten  millions  welcome," 

The  procession  then  passed  bto  Chesnut-street,  and  through 
part  of  Fajrette-street,  into  Essex-street,  where  another  magai« 
Scent  arch  was  erected,  most  beautifully  decorated,  on  tbft 
centre  of  which  was  inscribed  "  1776,"  and  below  this,  was 
inscribed  these  words  :— 
**  The  man  whom  the  people  delight  to  honour. — Welcome 
Lafayette.— Torktown  ,r— Monmouth." 
On  the  reverse,  being  the  last  arch,  was  thb  inscription : — 
*<  Tho'  lost  10  sight,  to  memory  dear." 

The  procession  moved  in  fine  s^le  through  this  arch,  and 
moceeded  to  the  eastern  boundary  line  of  the  town,  where  the 
urnn  escort  deliyered  their  illustrious  guest  to  the  authbritiee 
of  Marblebead.  A  salute  of  13  guns  was  fired  by  the  Lyno 
and  Danvers  Artillery,  on  the  entrance  of  the  General  upoo 
die  lines  of  the  town,  and  another  of  34  guns  when  he  passed 
over  the  Common. 

On  his  entrance  into  Marhldiead,  he  was  saluted  by  13 
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town,  and  greeted  bjr  rinuts  of  epfilause  and  welcmne  from 
the  whole  popuhtion,  who,  with  the  troops  of  the  town  w«« 
•aaembied  for  his  reception ;  and  was  conducted  to  the  bouse 
prtMrided  to  receire  him  under  a  national  salute  of  24  guns 
noin  Major  Greene's  battalion  of  Artilleij.  Here  he  was  in- 
troduced to  the  Authorities  of  the  town,  and  was  addressed  in 
behalf  of  the  town  bj  the  Hon.  John  F^nce,  chairman  of  the 
committee ;  after  which,  our  illustrious  guest  with  his  suite,  uhI 
several  strangers  of  distinction,  partook  of  a  breakfast  m  the  ptd>- 
Kc  hall,'  arranged  in  a  style  of  superior  elegance. 

After  breakfast  the  General  was  conducted  to  another  apart** 
ment,  where  all  the  citizens,  the  officers  of  the  brigade,  and 
many  strangers  were  most  cordially  receiTed  by  him  ;  among 
whom  were  several  revolu^nary  soldiers,  and  the  Pilot  who 
landed  him  in  Marblehead  on  his  second  arrival  in  this  country, 
whom  be  recoguBed,  and  saluted  with  marks  of  the  highest 
aatisfaction. 

He  also  expressed  a  wish  to  have  a  particular  interview  vritb 
aoroe  of  the  descendants  of  the  late  General  Gbver,  with  whom 
he  was  formerly  in  habits  of  intimacy ;  and  was  accordingly, 
with  his  suite,  conducted  to  the  house  of  Robert  Hooper,  &q. 
On  being  introduced  to  Mrs.  Hooper,  daughter  of  die  late 
General,  he  was  much  affected,  and  expressed  the  higbesf 
interest  at  meeting  a  child  of  his  old  and  particular  friend. 

After  being  escorted  through  the  priDcipal  streets  of  the 
town,  he  was  accompanied  by  die  Committee  of  Arrange* 
oienta  to  the  Salem  line,  under  another  salute  of  24  guns, 
and  the  k>ud  and  gratnlatory  shouu  of  the  wann-hearted  in* 
habitants. 

His  recepdon  at  Salem  vras  very  disdnguished  and  splendid* 
At  die  entrance  of  the  town,  be  was  met  by  die  SelectroeD 
and  committee,  a  numerous  cavalcade,  and  a  large  body  of 
citizens  in  carriages,  and  received  a  salute  of  arullery;  on  ad- 
vancing a  short  distance  witlan  the  bounds  of  the  town,  the 
bells  commenced  ringing,  and  the  escort  was  joined  by  a  bat«^ 
talion  of  light  infantry,  and  a  body  of  seamen,  of  about  two 
hundred,  in  blue  jackets  and  white  trowsers,  with  ribands  on 
tfieir  hats,  stamped  with  the  name  of  Lafayette. 

With  the  hesLrty  cheers  of  these  hardy  sons  of  Neptune,  the 
General  appeared  to  be  peculiarly  impressed.  Over  South 
Salem  ir  dge  were  two  tastefiilly  decorated  arches— one  bear* 
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^eive  (he  pleJ^et  of  thy  Children  to  $ustain  mth  fidelity  the 
principles  that  first  associated  Lafayette  with  the  destinnes  of 
•amenca."  These  arches  were  surrounded  by  an  inuBeoie 
Bomber  of  citizens,  who  made  the  air  ring  with  their  huzzas  and- 
welcomes.  The  figure  of  an  Indian  Chief  characteristicalhr 
dressed,  bore  labels  inscribed  **  Lcfayette  and  Ubtriif.  IVeU 
come  generous  Lqfayette.^^ 

Civic  arches,  historical  and  patriotic  inscriptions,  memorable 
eras,  wreaths  of  flowers  and  ever-greens,  banners  and  flag8» 
were  displayed  in  many  of  the  streets,  enlivening  the  scene, 
animating  the  cheers,  and  afibrding  grateful  recoll^tions. 

Central«street  was  gayiy  dressed  m  colours,  and  on  an  ele- 

Stnt  arch  were  inscribed  die  names  of  distinguished  patriots  of 
e  revolution,  crowned  with  diose  of  Washington  and  La« 
MT«TTE.  In  North-street  a  similar  arch  bore  the  inscriptioD  >^ 
^  Honour  to  him  who  fought  and  bled  for  the  happiness  and 
jfea/ee  we  now  enjoy. ^*  On  an  arch  at  Buffum's  corner,  was 
inscribed,  "  Lafayette,  the  fiiend  oflAberty^  %oe  wdeome  ta 
the  land  of  liberty.  He  did  notfor^  us  in  our  adversity — In 
our  prosperity  we  remember  his  sermces  with  gratitude. "  Near 
^  above,  another  arch  bore  a  likeness  of  Lafayette,  sor- 
iBOunted  by  an  eagle. 

Near  the  avenue  leading  to  the  bridge,  at  which,  in  Febnt* 
ery,  1775,  Cbbnel  Leslie,  with  a  detachment  of  the  British 
64th  regiment,  met  with  a  repulse  in  an  attempt  to  carry  off 
some  cannoD  depoated  in  die  vicinity,  were  banners,  with  the 
foUowmg  inscripdon:— ^ 

*' Leslie's  Repulse,  1'775. 
tiafayetie^s  Kenown,  1824. 

Washington-^uare  was  decorated  with  two  arches,  tastefiil* 
\f  ornamented,  ene  bearing  the  name  of  the  General,  in  oakea 
diaracters,  and  the  second  a  bust  of  Wasliington. 

On  Washrngton^square  the  General  passed  between  two 
Hues  of  boys,  about  one  thousand  in  number,  arrayed  under- 
their  respective  instructers,  all  bearing  Lafayette  badges.  One 
of  the  gates  of  the  souare  bore  this  inscription : — ^  The  chUdrei^ 
welcome  with  joy,  the  illustrious  benefactor  of  their  fathers**'^ 
And  as  the  General  pa8sed,they  shouted  "  Wdeome  IjofayeUe*^ 

Notwithstanding  the  heavy  rain,  this  youthful  band  coidd  aoC 
W  prevaled  upon  to  leave  the  ground,  but  remeined  bMtve^ 
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at  their  pctst,  until  they  bad  shared  vii&i  dieir  pareitts  io  iSm 
honour  and  happiness  of  greeting  the  nation's  guest. 

From  Washington  Square  the  procession  passed  to  the  La** 
layette  Coffee  House,  in  Essex-street,  where,  upon  a  stage 
erected  in  front  of  the  house,  the  Creneral  and  m%  siuite,  the 
invited  guests,  and  other  gendemen  of  disrinction,  were  receiv- 
ed by  the  Committee  of  Arrangements*  Judge  Story,  the 
President  of  the  day,  in  presence  of  the  committee  and  com* 
pany  upon  the  stage,  and  of  an  immense  concourse  of  people, 
then  delivered  in  the  most  interesting  and  elegant  manner  Id 
General  Lafayette  the  following  Address  >— 
"General  L#afayette — 

Sir-— Forty  years  have  elapsed  since  the  inhabitants  of  this 
town  had  the  pleasure  to  welcome  you  within  its  limits.  Many 
who  then  hailed  your  arrival  with  pride  and  exukatioo,  have 
descended  to  the  grave,  and  cannot  greet  vou  on  your  loo^ 
desired  return.  But,  thanks  to  a  good  Pi^ovidence,  nrany  are 
yet  alive  who  recollect  with  grateful  sensibility  the  universal 
joy  of  that  occasion.  Tour  dianterested  zeal  in  embarking  in 
a  cause,  deemed  almost  hopelesa-^our  personal  8acrt£k:es  in 
quitting  a  home  endeared  by  all  the  blessings  with  wUch  a£^&» 
tion  and  virtue  can  adorn  life— your  toils  and  perils  in  the  con^ 
flicts  of  war  and  the  vicissitudes  of  a  discouraging  service— your 
modest  dignity  and  enthusiasm  on  receiving  the  homage  of  a 
free  peopl€i — Aese  were  all  fresh  in  their  memctties,  and  gave 
an  interest  to  the  scene,  which  cannot  be  described,  but  whidi 
Time  baa  hallowed  with  his  most  touching  grace.  I  stand  now 
in  the  presence  of  some,  venerable  in  age  and  character,  who 
were  the  delighted  witnesses  of  that  interview,  and  whose  hearts 
againelow  with  the  feelings  of  that  happy  day. 

"  TV»  us  of  a  younger  generation — the  descendants  of  your 
early  friends  and  companions  in  arms — a  difkrent,  but  not  less 
interesting  privilege  belongs.  We  are  allowed  the  enviable 
distinction  of  meeting,  m  his  riper  years,  one,  whom  our  Fathers 
loved  in  their  youth.  We  welcome  you  to  our  countrv— to 
our  homes — ^to  our  hearts.  We  have  read  the  history  of  your 
achievements— your  honours — and  your  sufierings.  They  are 
associated  with  all  that  is  dear  to  us — with  the  battle  grounds 
consecrated  by  the  blood  of  our  heroes— with  the  tender  reed-* 
lections  of  our  departed  statesmen — ^with  the  affectionate  r&» 
terenee  of  our  surviving  patriots.  Can  we  forget  that  we  were 
pCkNT  aad  stru^mg  alone  in  the  doubtftil  contest  for  Indepea*. 
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dnice,  tnd  you  crossed  the  Adantic  at  the  bastrd  of  fortune 
and  fame  to  cheer  us  m  our  resistance  i  That  you  re-cro^sed 
k  to  solicit  naval  and  military  succours  from  the  throne  of 
France,  and  returned  with  triumphant  success  ?  That  your 
gallantry  in  the  southern  campaigns  checked  the  inroads  of  a 
brave  and  confident  enemy  f  That  your  military  labours  closed 
but  with  the  surrender  at  Yorktown,  and  thus  indissdub^ 
united  your  name  with  the  proud  events  of  that  eferious  day. 
We  cannot  forget  these  things  if  we  would. — ^We  would  not 
forget  them  if  we  could.  They  will  not  be  forgotten,  until 
America  ceases  to  be  a  Natx>n. 

^^  But  we  have  yet  higher  sources  of  gratificadon  on  the  pre- 
sent occasion*  You  have  been  the  friend  not  merely  of  Ameri- 
'  ca,  but  of  Francci  and  of  the  cause  of  Liberty  throughout  the 
World.  During  a  long  life,  and  in  the  most  trying  scenes, 
you  have  done  no  act  for  which  virtue  need  blush,  or  humani- 
ty weep.  Your  private  character  has  not  cast  a  shade  on  your 
public  honours.  In  the  palaces  of  Paris  and  the  dungeons  of 
Olmutz,  in  the  splendor  of  power,  and  the  gloom  of  banish- 
ment, you  have  been  the  friend  of  justice,  and  the  asserter  of 
the  rights  of  man.— Under  every  misfortune  you  have  never 
deserted  your  principles.  What  earthly  prize  can  afford  con- 
stations  like  this  f  The  favour  of  Princes  and  the  applause 
of  Senates  sink  into  absolute  nodiingness  in  comparison  with 
die  approving  conscience  of  a  life  devoted  to  the  good  of  man-  ' 
^kind.  At  this  very  moment  you  are  realizing  the  brightest 
*  visions  of  your  youth,  in  the  spectacle  often  millions  of  people, 
prosperous  and  happy  under  a  free  government,  whose  moral 
fltrength  consists  in  the  courage  and  intelligence  of  its  citizens. 
These  millions  welcomie  you  to  the  shores  of  the  West  with 
apontaneous  unanimity;  and  the  voice  which  now  addresses 
vou,  feeble  as  it  is,  repeats  but  the  thoughts  that  are  ready  to 
burst  fifpm.the  lips  of  every  American^" 

To  which  the  General  made  the  following  very  appropriate 
and  affecting  reply  >-^ 

*^  On  my  happy  return  to  this  shore  of  liberty,  I  bad  andci- 
pated  die  pleasure  to  revisit  the  town  of  Salem,  to  witness  ber 
80  much  increased  prosperity,  to  recall  with  surviving  old  friends, 
our  revolutionary  recMecdons.  But  in  the  affecdonate  wel- 
oorae  of  the  new  generations,  I  find  addidonal  causes  for  de- 
lightful gradficadon. 
.  **  You  have  been  pleased,  Sir,  to  allude  to  several  circum- 
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stttices  cf  vnj  Efe.  Tlie  first  or  them  I  have  shared  in  toamam 
with  nnr  dear  companions  during  our  American  giorioos  stnig- 
rle.  m  the  transactions  of  another  faemispherey  I  kafe  made 
It  a  constant  object  not  to  be  unworthy  of  the  American  educa- 
lion  it  had  been  my  happy  lot  to  receive. 

<*  I  request  you,  Sir,  the  gendemen  of  the  eomnuttee,  and 
all  the  citizens  of  Salem,  to  accept  of  the  respectful  thanks  of 
a  grateful  and  ver^  anciently  affectionate  heart.^ 

A  very  hnpressive  circumstance  occurred  in  the  delivery  of 
die  Honourable  Plresident's  address,  which  produced  an  electric 
effect  upon  all  present ;  after  enumerating  die  distinguished 
benefits  conferred  upon  our  country  by  Lafayette,  he  said,  *<  we 
could  not  forget  them  if  we  would — we  would  not  forget  them  if 
we  could.*'— A  spontaneous  ascent  was  immeiKately  returned 
by  the  crowd,  No,  never !  and  was  repeated  by  thousands  of 
voices  accompanied  by  deafening  shout)!  of  applause.  The 
General  was  tnen  introduced  to  the  citizens  of  the  town,  and 
other  gentlemen,  among  whom  were  several  revotutionaiy 
officers  and  soldiers,  who  had  come  fi^m  various  parts  of  the 
country  to  welcome  their  old  General,  who  recalled  to  his  roe* 
mory  many  strilf:ing  incidents  which  occurred  in  the  revoluiioiH 
tty  war,  in  di&rent  parts  of  the  country  while  they  were  serv* 
ihg  under  his  command.  At  3  o'clock  the  General  was  e»- 
corted  to  Hamilton  Hall  by  the  battalion  of  Light  Infantry. 

A  company  of  about  three  hundred  gentlemen,  with  their 
invited  guests,  partook  of  a  very  sumptuous  dinner  at  the  Hall^ 
at  whidi  the  Honourable  Judge  Story  presided. 

This  spacious  and  elegant  Hall  (which  bears  the  name  o[ 
the  lamented  friend  of  Lafayette,)  was  decorated  with  great 
taste  and  elegance  by  the  ladies  of  Salem,  who  contributed 
their  share  to  the  preparations  far  this  welcome  visit.  The 
whole  effect  was  beyond  our  power  of  descripdon.  Hie 
Orchestra  was  ornamented  with  wreaths  and  festoooa  of  flow^ 
ers  and  ever-creens,  encircling  the  inscriptions-— 
Welcome,  welcome,  be  the  brave 
To  the  homes  he  fought  to  save. 

LiTATETTC,  our  friend  in  times  which  tried  men's  aoub. 

La  Grange. 

Lafayette  in  Aiierica  ; 

Ou  peut  on  etre  mieux 

Qu'  au  sein  de  sa  famille. 

Under  the  Ordiestra  was  suspended  a  gdden  harp,  beaii6- 
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taSbf  oniaxnented*  In  a  recess  above  the  chair  of  our  distin- 
guished guest  was  a  bust  of  Washington,  crowned  with  an  olive 
wreath,  die  American  Eagle  holding  a  crown  over  the  head  of 
La&yette,  and  an  elegant  arch  supported  by  columns  contain- 
ing the  names  of  the  Presidents  of  the  United  States. 

On  each  side  of  this  were  triumphal  arches,  and  all  were 
decorated  with  wreaths  of  flowers  and  ever^eens. 

Inscriptions  were  displayed  in  other  parts  of  the  hall ;  among 
them  the  following : — 

Hail,  gallant  chief,  our  country^s  early  friend, 
Long  life  be  thine,  and  brightening  to  the  end. 
Though  France  claim  thv  birth,  here  at  home  shalt  thou  be, 
For  thine  is  the  love  of  the  brave  and  the  free. 

The  columns  were  ornamented  with  wreaths  of  oak-leaves, 
and  the  room  was  hung  with  festoons  of  flowers,  ever-greeos, 
and  flags.  The  elegant  chandelier  and  lamps,  mirrors  and 
window-curtains,  were  beautifully  encircled  with  wreatlis  and 
festoons.  Flowers,  plants,  and  rich  and  beautiful  paintings, 
were  distributed  in  various  places.  The  whole  arrangement 
discovered  great  taste  and  elegance. 

Among  the  invited  guests,  were  the  son  and  suite  of  our  illus- 
trious guest.  General  Dearborn,  his  Excellency  the  Colombian 
Minister,  Colonel  Pickering  and  Colonel  Lee,  of  the  revokn 
tionary  army,  Colonel  Harris  and  Everett,  aids  of  his  excellen- 
cy the  Governor,  General  H.  A.  S.  Dearborn,  General  Win* 
gate,  of  Portland,  and  the  ordained  clergy  of  the  town. 

About  half  past  5  o*ck>ck  General  Lafayette  took  leave  of 
the  company  at  the  Hall,  attended  by  a  deputatbn  fiom  the 
Committee  of  Arrangements,  who  were  instructed  to  accooH 
pany  him  to  Ipswich,  but  the  General  entreated  the  committee 
to  dispense  with  this  attention,  on  account  of  the  mclemency  of 
ibe  weather,  and  he  was  escorted  out  of  town  by  the  battalioa 
of  cavalry. 

At  Beverly  and  Ipswich  he  received  from  the  assembled  in- 
babitants,  the  same  ciN'dial  welcome  with  which  he  had  been 
greeted  in  other  towns,  through  which  he  passed.  The  seleol- 
men  of  these  places  waited  on  him,  and  offered  him  the  con- 
gratulations of  their  feUow  citizens ;  the  people  ereeted  him 
with  repeated  cheers  of  "vfekame^  welcome^  Lcffoyette  ;^*  wnA 
arches  were  erected  at  several  public  places,  containing  a}q[Nro- 
priate  mottos.  The  houses  ot  the  viUages  through  which  he 
passed,  after  the  evening  set  in,  were  brilliantly  illuminated* 
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'  The  ibilowing  address  was  delivered  at  Beverty,  bjr  the 
Honourable  Robert  Ratitoul : — 

"  General — ^The  inhabitants  of  Beverly  bid  you  welcome. 
We  welcome  you  to  our  country — that  country  which  owes  so 
much  to  your  aid  in  the  acquisition  of  her  independence.  We 
receive  you  not  merely  as  the  friend  of  our  beloved  country,  but 
as  the  friend  of  roan.  Your  labours,  your  sacrifices,  your  suf- 
ferings m  the  cause  of  liberty,  demand  our  gratitude.  Tyrants 
receive  the  commanded  adulation  of  their  slaves,  but  to  the 
benefactors  of  our  race  belong  the  spontaneous  effusions  of  our 
hearts.  Accept  our  sincere  congratulations  that  you  live  to 
witness  the  order,  the  prosperity,  the  happiness  that  results 
from  our  free  institutions ;  and  may  the  evening  of  your  days 
be  solaced  with  the  reflection  that  those  principles  of  govern- 
ment, to  the  support  of  which  your  life  has  been  devoted,  and 
which  alone  can  secure  the  enjoyment  of  rational  liber^,  are 
fast  spreading  their  influence  through  the  whole  family  of  man. 
Wishing  you  bng  life  and  uninterrupted  happiness,  we  bid  yoo 
farewell." 

It  was  evening  when  he  arrived  at  Ipswicli,  and  the  weather 
was  very  inclement.  The  inhabitants  had,  therefore,  assem« 
bled  in  the  meeting-house  to  receive  him.  Thither  he  was 
conducted  by  a  committee  of  the  town ;  and  on  his  entrance, 
be  was  greeted  with  great  exultation  and  joy.  One  of  the 
committee  addressed  him  as  follows  >— 

"  General  Lafayette— Accept  from  the  peofde  of  Ipswich^ 
their  cordial  congratulations  on  your  arrival  in  their  countiji 
and  within  their  own  borders.  To  this  ancient  town.  Sir,  we 
bid  you  a  joyful  welcome. 

**  Having  devoted  to  our  beloved  country,  in  her  weak  and 
critical  situation,  the  vigour  of  your  youth  and  the  resources  of 
a  mind  intent  on  the  cause  of  freedom  and  humanity,  and  com- 
mitted to  a  common  lot  with  her,  your  own  destinies,  that 
country  can  never  forget  the  services  you  rendered,  and  the 
sacrifices  you  incurred,  for  her  defence  and  protection,  whea 
assafled  by  overbearing  power. 

*^  We  rejoice  in  having  an  opportunity  of  presenting  ourselves 
in  this  house,  consecrated  to  the  worship  of  the  God  of  oiv 
fetfaers,  who  has  kindly  raised  up  friends  and  patrons  of  the 
cause  of  our  country  and  of  liberty,  to  pay  to  you  our  grateful 
respect  for  your  eminent  labours. 

^'  Most  of  those  who  acted  in,  or  witnessed  the  great  i 
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m  whicli  you  bore  so  con^icuous  a  part,  bavB  now  descended 
to  the  tombs  of  their  fadiers.  The  present  generation  can  re- 
hearse only  what  they  have  heard  with  their  ears,  and  their 
fathers  have  told  them.  But  the  name  of  Lafayette  is  not . 
confined  to  any  eeneration.  While  the  liberties  of  America 
shall  endure,  it  will  descend  from  father  to  son,  associated  with 
those  of  the  immortal  Washington,  and  other  heroes  and  sages 
of  our  revolution,  as  the  friend  of  our  country,  of  liberty,  and 
of  man. 

"  Illustrious  benefactor — may  the  blessings  of  heaven  ever 
attend  you,  and  may  your  remaining  days  be  as  happy,  as  your 
past  have  been  perilous,  useful,  and  honourable.*' 

To  which  the  General  made  the  following  reply  >— 

"  Sir — ^The  attentions  paid  me  by  my  Ainerican  friends,  1 
receive  with  inexpressible  gratitude.  I  regret  that  so  many  of 
my  friends  here,  should  be  exposed  on  my  accoimt  to  this  storm. 
I  have  ever  considered  it  my  pride  and  my  honour,  that  I  em- 
barked in  the  cause  of  Independence  in  this  country ;  and  I 
rejoiced  when  I  found  myself  again  landed  on  the  American 
shores.  You,  kind  Sir,  the  people  of  this  town,  and  all  who 
are  assembled  in  this  solemn  place,  will  please  to  accept  my 
thanks  for  this  expression  of  your  attachment,  and  receive  my 
best  wishes  for  your  individual  prosperity  and  happiness." 

He  reached  Newburyport  a  little  past  10  o'clock,  where  he 
passed  the  night  His  lodgings  were  the  same  which  Wash- 
mgton  occupied,  when  he  made  his  tour  through  the  northern 
states,  in  1789,  the  first  year  of  his  presidency.  The  follow^ 
ing  address  was  made  to  him,  by  the  chairman  of  a  committee 
oithat  town : — 

"  General  Lafayette — ^The  citizens  of  Newburyport  are 
happy  in  this  opportunity  of  greeting,  with  the  warmest  wel- 
come, a  distinguished  benefactor  of  dbeir  country. 

"  The  important  services  which  you  rendered  this  people 
in  the  day  of  their  distress ;  the  devotedness  which  you  mani- 
fested in  their  perilous  cause,  and  the  dangers  which  you  sought 
for  their  relief,  are  incorporated  in  our  history,  and  firmly  en- 
graven upon  our  hearts. 

"  We  would  lead  you  to  our  institutions  of  learning,  charity, 
and  religion ;  we  would  point  you  to  our  hills  and  valleys  co- 
vered with  flocks,  and  smiling  in  abundance,  that  you  may 
behold  the  happy  effects  of  those  principles  of  liberty,  which 
jou  was  so  instrumental  in  establishing. 
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<<  Our  children  cluster  about  you  to  recave  a  patFioc's  b]e» 
ing.  Our  citizens  press  forward  to  show  their  gratitude.  Ouv 
nation  pays  you  a  tribute,  which  must  renx>v:e  the  reproach 
that  republics  are  ungratefuL 

'^  As  the  zealous  advocate  for  civil  liberty,  we  bid  you  wet* 
come ;  as  the  brave  defender  of  an  oppressed  people,  we  tnake 
YOU  welcome ;  as  the  friend  and  associate  of  our  immortal 
Washington,  we  bid  you  welcome.'' 

General  Lafayette  replied  in  his  usually  courteous  and  am- 
■mated  manner,  and  evinced  bis  great  sensibility  to  the  kind  and 
friendly  greetings  with  which  he  had  been  received.  He  here 
also  met  several  veterans  of  the  revolutionary  army;  a  grati&* 
cation  which  he  enjoyed  in  almost  every  place  be  visited. 
Though  the  number  is  rapidly  lessening,  a  few  remain  in  most 
of  the  populous  towns  of  die  Commonwealth. 

One  of  those  presented  to  General  Lafayette  at  this  place, 
was  Mr.  Daniel  Foster,  one  of  the  non-coromissi(xied  officers 
of  the  Light  Infantry  corps,  commanded  by  "  the  Marquis''  ia 
1780,  and  who  brought  with  him  the  cutlats  which  be  theo 
eave  to  the  aon-commissioned  officers  of  the  select  corps. 
\Ht  alio  made  a  vreaent  of  a  handsome  cut-atid-iknut  sword 
to  each  Officer  of  the  Light  Infantry^  his  favourite  corpsJ*^ 
The  General  greeted  the  old  soldier  with  cordiality,  and  oq 
seeing  his  own  mark  on  the  blade,  assured  him  he  looked  upoa 
.him  as  "  one  of  his  own  family." 

He  left  Newburyport  Wednesday  mornmg  for  the  capital  of 
New-Hampshire.  The  escort  contemplated  to  have  attended 
him  on  his  way  to  the  bounds  of  the  state,  was  prevented  by 
the  heavy  rain.  It  was  at  his  urgent  request  that  it  was  dispensed 
with.  The  committee  of  the  town,  however,  acconotpanied  him 
to  Hampton,  where  he  was  met  by  a  deputation  from  Ports- 
mouth,  and  conducted  on  his  intended  route.  When  passbg 
through  Greenland,  a  procession  of  the  citizens  was  formed,  by 
,  which  he  was  attended  through  the  village.  Here  he  was  wel- 
comed also  by  salutes  from  an  artillery  company,  by  civic 
arches,  and  repeated  acclamations  of  the  assembled  peoplp* 
One  of  the  arches  was  supported  by  two  young  ladies,  repre- 
senting Liberty  and  Peace.  One  presented  him  vrith  a  wreath, 
adorned  with  flowers,  and  said,  "  Venerable  sire^  condescend  to 
receive  this  emblem  of  tlie  heroes  glory ^  as  the  token  of  a  nation^M 

fratitude  and  love.^^    The   other  presented  him  the  olive 
ranch,  saying,  "  Good  and  peaceful  servant j  peace  and  iappir 
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nuf  oiotwf  yott«"    He  received  these  with  compkcenof,  took 
each  young  lady  by  the  hand,  and  made  an  afTecticMiate  reply. 

He  then  proceeded  to  Portsmouth,  where  he  arrived  about 
noon.  He  was  conducted  into  this  town  by  an  escort  on  horses- 
back,  and  a  procession  of  carriages,  composed  of  the  civil,  ju- 
dicial, and  legislative  authorities;  officers  of  the  United  Statesi 
and  of  New-Hamp^ire,  be.  &£c«  The  mar^n  of  die  avenue 
leading  to  the  centre  of  the  town,  was  lined  with  children,  with 
idle  inhabitants  of  both  sexes  in  the  rear ;  who  greeted  him  with 
their  cordial  welcomes  and  repeated  acclamations.  Salutes 
were  fired,  and  the  streets  through  which  the  procession 
passed,  were  crowned  with  arches,  decorated  witn  wreaths 
of  ever-green  and  garlands  of  flowers.  The  procession  moved 
through  several  streets  to  Franklin  Hall:  and  here  when 
Greneral  Lafayette  alighted,  the  chairman  of  the  Selectmen 
addressed  him  thus : — 

**  Sir — ^The  Selectmen  of  Portsmouth,  in  behalf  of  their 
fellow  citizens,  most  respectfully  and  hearuly  bid  you  wel- 
come. 

"  Enjoying,  as  we  do,  the  happiness  of  a  firee  government^ 
we  cannot  but  feel  grateful  to  all,  by  whose  exertions  it  was 
obtained.  Those  intrepid  men  among  ourselves,  who  in  the 
hour  of  danger  stood  forth  in  defence  of  their  country's  rightSi 
have  a  lasting  claim  upon  our  regard*  But  in  contending  for 
the  liberty  of  th^ir  country,  they  were  striving  to  secure  tbeijr 
own  happiness,  and  the  prosperity  of  their  children.  T^^y 
found  a  motive  for  exerdon  in  their  own  mterest ;  which,  while 
it  derogates  nothing  from  the  value  of  their  services,  places  in 
light,  the  pure  zeal  and  contempt  of  private  advantage,  which 
led  you  to  our  aid,  from  the  shores  ol  a  foreign  land.  Their 
love  of  liberty  was  necessarily  the  sentiment  of  patriotism } 
yours  was  an  ardent  desure  for  the  general  welfare  of  man- 
kind. 

^^  After  an  absence  of  forty  years  from  our  countxy,  most  of 
which  have  been  passed  m  scenes  of  unexampled  excitement 
axid  perplexi^,  it  gives  us  peculiar  pleasure  to  find  you  still  the 
firm  and  consistent  friend  of  liberal  principles.  We  have 
watched  the  progress  of  your  eventful  life  with  unaffected  sym- 
pathy;  whether  at  the  .head  of  the  Nadonal  Guards,  in  the 
dungeons  of  Magdeburg  and  Olmutz,  in  the  Chamber  of  De* 
puties,  we  have  found  nothing  to  lessen  our  esteem  for  the 
early  friend  of  America. 
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**  Pemiit  us  then  to  receive  you  as  our  guest;  and  to  pay' 
you  such  honours  as  are  in  our  power  to  bestow.  They  are 
the  voluntary  tribute  of  warm  and  grateful  hearts.  We  wish 
CMir  children  to  learn,  that  eminent  virtue  affords  the  highest 
claim  to  honourable  distinction ;  and  that  among  a  free  peoplCi 
merit  will  not  fail  of  its  appropriate  reward. 

"  We  beg  you  to  accept  our  sincere  wishes  for  your  health 
and  happiness,  and  our  prayers  will  be  offered,  that  your  ex- 
ample may  animate  the  wise  and  good  in  every  nation,  to  con- 
tend manfully  and  perseveringly  for  the  freedom  and  happiness 
of  the  world.'* 

To  which  the  General  made  the  foUowing  reply  : — 

"  Gentlemen — ^It  would  have  been  to  me  an  inexpressible 
gratification  on  this  first  visit  to  the  eastern  parts  of  the  Union, 
after  so  long  an  absence,  to  have  been  able  to  present  the  se- 
veral towns  of  New-Hampshire  with  my  personal  respect,  and 
to  have  witnessed  the  great  improvement  of  a  State,  to  which 
I  am  bound  by  early  sentiments  of  attachment  and  gratitude. 

"  Obliged,  as  I  find  myself,  to  take  a  southern  course  to- 
wards the  seat  of  government^  at  Washington,  I  am  happy  to 
revisit,  at  least,  the  town  of  Portsmouth,  \Vhere  the  remem- 
brance of  past  favours  mingles  with  most  grateful  feelings  for 
your  present  afifectionate  and  flattering  reception. 

'*  I  thank  you,  gentlemen,  for  your  constant  concern  in  my 
behalf,  during  the  vicissitudes  to  which  you  are  pleased  to  allude. 
The  approbation  of  a  free,  virtuous,  and  enhghtened  people^ 
would  be  the  highest  reward  for  any  one  who  knows  how  to 
value  true  glory;  still  more  so,  when  it  is  bestowed  on  aa 
adopted  son. 

"  To  the  citizens  of  Portsmouth  and  thehr  worthy  Select- 
men, I  ofier  my  most  respectful  and  afifectionate  aclmowledg- 
ments." 

Governor  Morril  gave  him  the  hear^  welcome  of  the  State, 
in  the  following  address : — 

"  General — Forty  years  have  rolled  away  since  you  left  tUs 
asylum  of  liberty,  for  your  country.  During  this  eventful  pe- 
riod our  cities  have  advanced,  and  villages  have  been  reared; 
but  our  Langdon,  our  Chilley,  our  Poor,  our  Sullivan,  and  our 
Washington,  have  passed  from  the  stage  of  human  action,  and 
are  gone  to  the  land  of  th^  fathers.  Although  they  are  gone, 
their  sons  survive,  and  the  patriotism  and  love  of  liberty  which 
animated  their  breasts,  and  excited  them  to  those  glorious  acts, 
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during  our  revolution,  in  vAidi  you,  Sir,  shone  so  conspicu^i 
ously,  are  now  cfaerisbed  in  the  bosoms  of  their  posterit}* ; — ^and 
we  rejoice  to  be  numbered  among  them ; — and  m  the  name  of 
the  patriotic  citizens  of  New-Hampshire  generafly,  allow  me  to 
sajy  that  it  is  with  no  ordinary  emotions  we  receive  and  wel 
tx»ne  you  to  our  State. 

'^  We  receive  you,  Sir,  as  the  friend  of  our  nation,  of  liberty, 
tnd  the  ri^ts  of  man. 

^*  We  welcome  you  as  the  magnanimous  hero,  who  in  early 
fife,  from  the  most  pure  and  disinterested  motives,  quitted  your 
native  country,  and  repabed  to  these  Colonies,  then  the  seat  of 
war,  (contending  fer  independence,)  to  embark  in  the  struggle 
for  the  preservation  of  those  rights,  and  the  achievement  of  those 
privileges,  which  are  more  precious  to  the  patriot  than  life 
Itself.  And,  Sir,  it  is  our  ardent  desire,  that  the  gratitude  of 
republics,  but  more  especiaUy  of  the  Rqpublio  of  the  United 
States,  and  the  smiles  of  Heaven,  may  rest  upon  you  to  the  last 
period  of  your  life." 

The  General,  in  his  characteristic  refrfy,  alluded  very  affec- 
tionately to  his  departed  associates ;  and  the  interesting  changes 
which  had  taken  place  since  he  left  the  country.  It  is  not  ne- 
cessary to  add,  that  he  expressed  with  emotion  his  acknow« 
ledgments  for  die  cordiality  of  his  welcome. 

Numerous  presentations  took  place;— of  which  were  at 
least  thirty  old  soldiers.  These  scenes  are  alvirays  in  the 
highest  degree  interesting  tmd  affecting.  They  are  all  kearL 
He  recognised  General  Smith,  of  Portland,  who  sewed  as 
Captain  m  his  favourite  Light  Infantry  for  three  years.  On 
daspbg  the  hands  of  these  associates  m  perib  and  adversity,  he 
-continually  repeats,  "i  am  very  happy J^  The  dmner  was 
sumptuous. — ^Tlie  Hon.  Mr.  Parrott  presided,  asristed  bv  N.  A. 
Haven,  E.  Cutts,  jun.  E.  G.  Parrott,  L.  Boardman,  0.  Pen« 
hallaw,  E.  Roberts,  W.  M.  Sbackford,  and  S.  Larkin,  Esq'rs. 

The  President  associated  ^^€reneral  Lafayette  and  the 
Rights  of  Man." 

General  Lafayette  responded— r^*  the  town  of  Portsmouth-^ 
May  the  blessings  of  the  republican  institutions  ever  give  the  lie 
to  the  narrow,  selfish  sophistry  of  European  Aristocracy  and 
D^potism." 

There  was  a  very  splendid  ball  in  the  evenbg,  in  honour 
of  Lafayette,  which  he  attended   and  where  a  great  numbv 
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of  hdies  nvere  presented  to  him.  He  left  Portsmootfa,  II 
o'clock  at  night,  to  return  to  Boston,  having  engaged  to  be 
there  on  Thursday  morning.  While  at  Portsmoath  he  received 
fresflbg  invitatiooa  to  visit  £xeter  and  Dover,  but  was  obliged 
to  dedme  them. 

He  reached  Boston  about  7  o'clock,  Thursday  morning; 
md  after  taking  some  necessary  repose,  he  received  a  number 
of  revolutionary  officers  and  soldiers ;  and  deputations  from 
teveral  towns  in  the  interior,  lying  on  his  route  t9  Connecticut 
He  then  repaired  to  the  Council  Chamber,  and  took  leave  of 
the  Governor  and  other  members  of  the  Supreme  Executive: 
and  afterwards  set  off  far  Lexington  and  Concord,  and  thence 
to  Bolton,  on  his  way  to  Worcester.  He  left  Bos^  at  about 
two  o'clock,  in  a  carriage  provided  by  the  State  for  his  ae- 
eooKiiodation,  and  attended  by  the  Committee  of  Arrangements 
of  the  city,  and  by  the  Governor's  aids,  who  waited  on  him  to 
the  bounds  of  Connecticut*  When  he  left  the  city,  he  express- 
ed the  gratification  and  delight  he  bad  experienced  ftom  the 
interesting  recoHections  which  had  occurred  to  lus  mind,  and 
from  the  great  cordiality  and  affection  with  whk^h  be  had  been 
received.  The  Mayor  assured  him,  that  he  and  others  were 
happy  in  the  opportunity  they  bad  to  manifest  their  attachment 
and  respect  to  the  eariy  and  fiuthftil  ftiend  of  the  nation,  and  the 
firm  and  ubiibmi  friend  of  civil  liberty. 

When  he  passed  through  West  Cambridge^  die  whole  popu* 
lati<m  of  the  town  were  assembled  to  h(xiour  the  friend  and 
guest  of  the  nation,  and  to  gratify  their  patriodc  feelings  by  be* 
holdmg  this  justly  celebrated  personage* 

The  civic  arch  which  extended  across  die  road  near  dio 
meeting-house,  fai  West  Cambridge,  bore  this  bscripdon  >— 
"  Wekome !  Friend  of  Washington ! 
Fayette !  Fair  Freedom's  champon !" 

Artfflery  corps  stationed  on  the  eminences  adjoining  the 
public  road  saluted  him  as  he  passed  ;  and  the  cotmtry  rung 
with  loud  huKzas  and  joyful  acclamations.  At  dae  line  m 
Lexington,  he  was  received  by  a  troop  of  bm^,  and  cavakado 
of  citizens,  who  conducted  him  into  that  ancient  town.  On 
lus  way,  he  passed  under  an  arch,  bearing  this  inscription  :^-* 
**  Welcome^  friend  of  America^  to  the  birthrplace  of  AmericM 
i&rQr»"  Salutes  were  again  fired,  and  he  was  then  conduct- 
ed to  the  moniment  erected  in  memory  of  the  attack  of  tho 
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BritUi  teoo|K  upon  die  militia  of  tkat  pkcfl,  April  Idth^  1775* 
He  was  here  wdcomed  and  addressed  by  £.  Phinnqr,  Esq* 
ID  behalf  of  the  town,  as  follows  >-^ 

<•  Greneral— In  behatf  of  die  Ck>namittee  of  Amo^enwota^ 
and  the  inhabitants  of  Leoungtoii,  aUow  me,  Sir,  to  tender  jov 
the  assurance  of  their  most  reqiectful  and  cordial  welcome  ta 
this  town.  Impressed  with  a  sense  of  the  important  aenriees 
j'Xm  have  rendered  to  this  eoontry,  thejr  meet  you  on  this  oo« 
caskm,  and  upon  this  memorable  spot,  with  hearts  swdfiag  with 
erery  emotion  which  a  generous  love  for  your  exalted  character^ 
and  a  grateful  remembrance  of  the  distinguished  lustre  of  you 
deedS)  can  inspire. 

^  On  this  hallowed  ground,  consecrated  by  the  blood  of  tha 
first  martyrs  to  liber^,  was  kindled  that  flame  which  roused  • 
nation  to  arms,  and  conducted  them  through  peril  and  blood» 
to  a  glorious  independence*  Here  a  small  band  of  petriots» 
hurled  the  first  signal  of  defiance  to  a  host  in  arms,  and  tau^ 
the  enemies  of  their  country,  the  a|^Iing  trutbi  that  Ameri^ 
cans  dared  to  die  in  defence  of  their  rights. 

*^  These  hardy  and  virtuous  yeom'anry  of  our  countiy,  ofo 
you  the  sincere  tribute  of  their  warmest  afiections*  Among 
them,  your  presence  has  awakened  emotions  too  powerful  ior 
•Iterance*  With  the  name  of  Lafavette,  is  associatecf  every 
comfort  which  sweetens  the  fruit  of  their  toil,  every  chamoi 
which  crowns  the  altar  of  domestic  happiness*  Under  die 
shadow  of  that  glorious  fabric,  which  ^our  hand  assisted  m 
t^eaxing,  they  repose  in  peace  and  security* 

**  Permit  us.  Sir,  in  common  with  gratefiil  miHioosy  to  ex* 
press  our  earnest  solicitations,  that  a  ufe  which  has,  for  so 
«iany  years,  been  steadily  devoted  to  the  cause  of  rational 
KberQr ;  which  has  so  long  encoimtered  without  dismay  die 
firowQs  of  arbitrary  power,  may  be  preserved  for  many  yeaxa 
to  come,  a  blessing  and  an  honour  to  mankind ;  and  \ffkea 
)rou,  Sir,  and  your  brave  associates  in  the  war  of  the  revohi* 
don,  shall  have  ceased  from  your  earthly  labours,  instead  of  the 
Fathers,  may  their  children  rise  up  to  bless  your  memoiyi 
and  emulate  your  virtues." 

The  General  in  his  reply,  aHuded  with  sensibility  to  lh» 
fdeasure  he  felt  in  being  able  ao  early  to  visit  scenes  so 
memorable* 

Near  die  moaumeot,  he  was  introduced  to  fourteeti  otibtk 
inilida  company,  which  bad  assembled  atdiatdme,  andc» 
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whom  the  xegular  Iroops  fired,  when  ei^  of  die  wiaiber  wett* 
dain. 

After  thb  verjr  interesting  scene,  General  Lafajette  pio* 
ceeded  to  Concord,  and  was  met  at  the  line,  b^een  thai 
place  and  Lexington,  by  a  committee  of  the  town,  and  a  re* 
mectahle  cavalcade  of  the  intelligent  yeomanry  of  the  vicioitv} 
there  was  abo  an  escort  composed  of  several  companies  of  the 
militia.  The  procession  thus  formed,  moved  towards  the  vil» 
kge,  and  the  disinterested  visiter  was  conducted  to  a  spacious 
bower,  prepared  for  his  reception,  and  tastefully  decorated  with 
ever-greens  and  flowers,  by  the  ladies  of  Ckmcord.  Ashe 
entered  the  village,  he  received  a  salute  firom  die  artiBety 
eorps,  and  the  vocal  salutations  of  the  inhabitants  of  both  sexes, 
who  had  assembled  to  present  him  their  grateful  o&rines. 
The  peals  of  the  village  bell  probnged  the  acclamatbns  of  me 
admiring  throng.  The  following  inscription  was  to  be  seen  m 
a  conspicuous  place  in  the  arbour — '*  In  1775,  the  people  of 
Concord  met  the  enemie$  if  liberty;  In  1824,  tkefwekametM 
bold  auerter  of  the  rights  of  man^  L^faybttb.''  A  sumptu* 
ous  repast  was  provided  for  the  occasion ;  and  the  tables  were 
covered  with  all  the  delicacies  the  season  and  country  could 
afi>rd.. 

When  General  Lafayette  had  entered  the  arbour,  one  of 
the  citizens  addressed  hint  in  the  folbwing  speech  :— 

*^  The  inhabitants  of  Concord,  by  this  delegation,  welcome 
you,  General,  to  their  village.  We  thank  you  for  affi>rding  m 
an  opportunity  here  to  offer  our  humble,  tribute  of  gratitude^ 
for  services  long  since  rendered,  but  still  held  in  lively  recol* 
lection.  You,  Sir,  now  behold  the  spot  on  which  the  first 
forcible  resistance  was  made  to  a  system  of  measures  caicubted 
to  deprive  the  whole  people  of  diese  States  of  the  privileges 
of  freemen.  You  approved  diis  resistance.  A  just  estimate 
of  the  value  of  rational  liberty  led  you  disinterestedly,  to  paiw 
ticipate  witii  strangers  in  the  toils,  the  privations,  and  the  dan* 
gers  of  an  arduous  contest.  'From  the  1 9th  day  of  April,  1775, 
here  noted  in  blood,  to  the  memorable  day  in  Yorktown,  your 
heart  and  your  sword  were  with  us.  Ten  millions  of  gratefiil 
people  now  enjoy  the  fruits  of  this  struggle.  We  can  but  re* 
ptoat  to  you,  Sir,  the  cordial,  affectionate,  respectful  wefeome 
ofiered  you  at  your  first  arrival  on  our  shores,  and  wbbh  w9 
tate  assured  will  be  reiterated  wherever  you  move  on  AnMicaa 
ground.'' 
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Tbd  Oeoend  waSf  m  usual,  extreme^  hq^y  in  his  refrif « 
and  alluded  with  aenaibility  to  the  memorable  scenes  of  April 
19th,  1776. 

The  ladies  of  Concord  and  vicim^,  were  present  at  this 
.civic  and  patriotic  repast }  and  it  added  much  to  the  interest 
and  splendour  of  the  scene.  Coffee  was  served  up,  as  a 
.eounter-part  of  the  entertainment ;  and  Lafayette  appeared  to 
be  highly  pleased  with  the  hearty  reception  which  he  met  in 
this  hospitable  town.  Some  revolutionary  characters  called^ 
upon  him  here,  who  had  not  before  seeo  him  nnce  be  arrived^ 
and  were  received  with  great  cordiality.  He  spoke  of  the  gun 
which  had  been  shown  him  in  Boston,  by  an  inhabitant  of 
Concord  or  vicinity,  and  which  was  first  fired  against  the  minis- 
terial troops  of  Britain.  He  said  *'  it  was  the  alarm  gun  to  all 
Europe  and  to  the  world ;  for  it  was  the  signal,  which  summon* 
ed  the  civilized  world  to  assert  their  rights,  and  to  becomo 
free.'' 

The  visit  at  Concord  was  necessarily  short,  as  be  had  en- 
eaged  to  pass  the  night  at  Bolton,  about  twenty  miles  distant* 
He  left  Concord  at  sun-set ;  and  was  escorted  on  hb  route  to 
Bolton,  by  a  company  of  cavalry,  and  several  centlemen  of 
distinction  belonging  to  that  place  and  vicinity.  He  was  every 
where  greeted  by  ue  people,  who  collected  in  companies  at 
various  places,  to  offer  him  theff  hearty  welcome.  The  houses 
on  the  road  were  illuminated,  and  bonfires  were  kindled  on  the 
adjoining  hills.  The  militia  of  Bolton  were  assembled  to  re-* 
ceive  him,  though  it, was  late  in  tlie  evening  when  he  arrived* 
The  Selectmen  ofiered  him  their  salutations  and  welcome,  io 
the  name  of  the  town.  He  passed  the  night  at  the  hospitable 
mansion  of  Mr.  Wilder,  where  taste,  variety,  and  elegance,  con* 
tributed  to  render  his  reception  very  distinguished.  Mr.  Wil- 
der bad  resided  much  in  France,  and  was  particularly  acquaint* 
ed  with  Lafayette  and  family.  Committees  from  Lancaster 
and  Worcester  waited  on  him  at  Bolton,  to  learn  his  plans,  and 
the  probable  hours  of  his  being  in  those  places,  and  to  com- 
municate the  desires  of  the  people,  to  present  him  their  tribute 
of  affecdon  and  regard. 

He  visited  Lancaster  early  on  Friday  morning,  where  all 
classes  of  the  inhabitants  were  assembled  to  bid  him  wek:ome| 
and  to  express  the  affectionate  sentiments  by  which  their  gbw^ 
ing  bosoms  were  animated.  A  corps  of  cavalry  still  escorted 
(im— A  national  salute  was  fired — and  the  turnpike  gate,  at  the 
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entrance  of  the  viUtge,  was  ornamented  with  garianda  of  ik)w« 
era  and  ever-greena,  and  displayed  this  inscription  ^^**  The 
TPm^  wekome  the  Brave."  He  was  conducted  through  linesi 
ibrmed  by  the  citizens  of  both  sexes,  to  an  elevated  phtform, 
prepared  in  the  centre  of  the  village,  and  near  the  churdi ; 
where  he  was  addressed  by  the  Reverend  Pastor^— 

**  General  Lafayette— ^In  behalf  of  tlie  inhabitants  of  Lan- 
caster, I  of!er  you  their  cordial  congratulations  on  your  arrival 
in  a  country,  whose  wrongs  you  felt  and  resented ;  whose  liber- 
ties you  so  vaiiantlv  defended ;  and  wliose  interests  and  pros- 
pects have  always  been  dear  to  your  soul. 

**  We  all  unite  with  the  few  surviving  veterans,  who  were 
with,  loved,  and  respected  you  on  the  high  places  of  the  field, 
hi  giving  you  a  welcome  to  this  village,  once  the  chosen  resi^ 
dence  of  savages,  and  the  scene  of  tlieir  most  boasted  triumph ; 
and  rejoice  that  you  visit  it  under  the  improvements  of  civilized 
life,  in  prosperity  and  peace. 

•*  It  gladdens  us,  that  we  and  our  children  may  behold  the 
nan,  whom  we  have  believed,  and  whom  we  have  taught  them 
10  believe,  was  second  only  to  his  and  our  friend,  the  immortal 
IVasliington.  We  participate  in  your  joy,  on  beholding  our 
institutions  in  vigour,  our  population  extended,  so  that,  since 
you  left  us,  from  a  little  one  we  have  become  millions,  and 
firom  a  small  band  a  strong  nation ;  that  you  see  our  glory  rising, 
Mr  republic  placed  on  an  immoveable  basis,  all  of  which  are 
in  part,  under  Providence,  to  be  ascribed  to  your  sacrificeSi 
dangers,  and  toils.  • 

**  We  wish  you  health  and  prosperity.  We  assure  you  that 
wherever  you  shall  eo,  you  will  be  greeted  by  our  fellow  coun- 
trymen, as  one  of  the  chief  deliverers  of  America,  and  the 
friend  of  rational  liberty,  and  of  man.  It  is  especially  our 
prayer,  that  on  that  day  in  which  the  acclamations  and  ap- 
plauses of  dying  men  shall  cease  to  reach  or  affect  you,  ;^ou 
may  receive  from  the  Judge  of  character  and  Dispenser  of  im- 
perishable honours,  as  the  reward  of  philanthropy  and  incor- 
ruptible integrity,  a  crown  of  glory  which  shall  never  fade." 

It  is  unnecessary  to  add,  that  this  eloquent  and  pious  greet- 
ing excited  strong  emotions  in  the  General,  and  had  an  impres^ 
flive  effect  on  the  a^emblage  who  heard  it. 

The  following  is  a  report  of  General  Lafayette*s  reply  :— 

"  Accept  my  thanks.  Sir,  for  the  kind  welcome  you  hsvtt 
trffered  me  in  the  name  of  the  inhabitants  of  Lancaster.    M 
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ntuTBing  to  this  c^nintqr  after  so  long  an  absence ;  in  receiving 
such  proofs  of  gratitude  and  aJSection  wherever  I  go ;  in  wilr 
nessing  the  prosperity  of  this  land — ^a  pr^perity  you  are  please 
ed  to  say,  I  have  been  instrumental  in  promoting ;-— I  feel 
emotions  for  which  no  language  is  adequate^  In  meeting  again 
my  former  friends,  in  seeing  the  cUldren  and  grand  children  of 
those  who  were  my  companions  in  the  war  of  the  revoluU<»i> 
I  feel  a  gratifics^n  which  no  words  can  express.  I  beg  you 
to  accepti  Sir,  and  to  offer  to  these  people,  my  grateful,  ray 
affectionate  acknowledgments." 

The  surviving  soldiers  of  the  revolution  were  then  intro- 
duced to  him,  and  were  received  with  those  cordial  and  touch-* 
ing  feelings,  which  cannot  be  described.  He  noticed  with 
a&bility  the  interest  which  tlie  ladies  discovered  in  pressing 
forward  to  greet  him.  After  receiving  attentions,  and  recipro- 
<»tkig  lieart-felt  ddight,  for  about  fifteen  minutes,  he  remount- 
ed his  carriage,  and  pursued  his  journey,  amidst  cordial  hu2Eni8 
and  a  salute  of  artillery. 

His  approach  to  the  flourishing  village  of  Sterling  was  an*- 
nounced  by  a  salute  of  artillery,  and  be  was  introduced  by  two 
beautiful  companies  of  Light  Infantnr,  under  Captain  Dana,  of 
Sterling,  and  Captain  Merriam,  of  rrinceton.  Under  a  spa- 
cious arch  of  ever-greens  and  flowers,  bearing  a  label  in  gold 
capitals, 

*^  Welcome  lafatbtte; 
America^$  adopted  Son, 
Brother  and  friend  of  Washington. 
Oar  land  in  trouble  found  a  friend  in  thee, 
Well  not  forget  thee  in  proeperity." 

He  was  met  by  the  Selectmen,  who,  by  their  Chairman,  Bfr, 
Isaac  Goodwin,  addressed  him  as  follows  : — 

'^  General  Lafayette — The  Selectmen  in  behalf  of  the  citi- 
cens  of  SterUng,  welcome  your  arrival  at  their  village.  The 
oame  of  this  town  associates  with  it  tlie  recollection  of  anothtt 
transatlantic  hero,  who  like  yourself,  Sir,  felt  a  sympathy  for 
our  father's  wrongs,  and  whose  sword  .was  unsheathed  for  their 
redress.  Lord  Sterling,  the  gallant  and  the  generous,  now 
aleeps  iki  the  dust,  but  the  memory  of  Americans  benefactors 
will'  survnre  the  decay  of  time.  The  multitudes  that  hail  your 
inarch  through  this  part  of  our  country  are  not  the  assemblages 
f>f  idle  crowds,  seeking  to  gratify  a  morbid  curiosity,  but,  afar, 
lAe  men  around  you  are  the  independeat  possessors  of  their 
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"fields,  and  the  defenders  of  their  homes.  From  hoary  age  tf 
lisping  childhood,  our  whole  population  are  eager  of  contribut- 
ing deserved  honour^o  the  companion  of  WASHiKCTOff,  the 
benefactor  of  our  country,  and  the  friend  of  mankind.'* 

To  which,  m  substance,  the  General  replied : — 

**  I  feel  grateful  for  my  kind  reception  here.  1  rej(Mce  m 
jour  prosperity,  and  am  happy  to  be  among  you.  The  name 
of  your  town  recalls  the  recollection  of  Lord  Sterling.  He  was 
my  intimate  friend  as  well  as  companion  in  arms.  I  venerate 
his  memory,  and  when  in  New-York  I  had  the  pleasure  of  caD* 
ing  upon  his  family.** 

•  After  reviewing  the  troops  composed  of  ArtiBery,  command- 
ed by  Captain  Maynard,  Light  infantry,  and  Infantry,  the  lat- 
ter commanded  by  Captain  Holcomb,  he  continued  h» 
journey. 

At  West  Boylston  his  welcome  was  cordial  and  gratifying; 
although  his  stop  was  necessarily  very  ^ort  Another  corps 
of  cavalry,  under  Captain  Estabrook,  jomed  tlie  splendid  mili- 
tary escort.  He  was  accompanied  the  whole  distance  from 
Boylston  to  Worcester  by  many  citizens  from  the  neighbooiii^ 
towns. 

The  General  entered  the  limits  of  Worcester  about  half  past 
10  o'clock,  and  was  welcomed  by  a  general  burst  of  joy  from 
a  large  body  of  citizens.  Here,  a  barouche  drawn  by  four 
beautiful  grays  was  in  readiness  to  receive  him.  He  was  ac- 
companied in  the  barouche  by  the  Hcmourabte  John  Lincoby 
Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Arrangem^its. 

Oil  the  road  the  escort  was  joined  by  a  regiment  of  volun- 
teer Infantry,  under  Lieutenant  Colonel  Ward.  The  road  was 
thronged  with  people,  all  eager  to  met  the  wekonoe  Visiter. 
When  the  Guest  arrived  at  an  arch  of  coburs,  near  Doctor 
P^ine's  residence,  be  was  welcomed  by  a  salute,  the  ringing  of 
the  bells,  and  increased  cheerings  of  the  accumulated  populi^- 
tion.  The  gray-headed  Veterans  of  the  Revolution,  reganlless 
of  ceremony,  pressed  up  to  die  barouche  to  dbake  hands  as  he 
passed  along.  Upon  Court  hill  he  passed  under  a  triompbal 
arch,  so  tastefully  decorated  by  the  Ladies  as  to  attract  tba 
admiration  of  all  who  saw  it  The  children  of  the  Schools^ 
ranged  in  interesting  order,  and  ornamented  with  LArATETTS 
badges,  threw  laurels  in  his  path,  as  he  possed.  These  scenes 
are  always  peculiarly  impressive  on  the  heart.  On  a  string  of 
coburs,  extended  across  the  street  near  the  Bank,  was  tli0 
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lustoricftl  motto: — EKtherio  I  have  mdy  cheriJied  your  eauief 
Kow  J  go  to  9trte  it.^    Alluding  to  bis  reply  to  the  American 
Comiiussioiiers  in  France,  in  1776.    Un^eraeatb  were  inscrib- 
ed : — 
**  Baandtwine,  JAifESTOWNy  Vallet-Foboe,  Yobktown." 

At  tbese  spots  the  cheering  was  increased  and  prolonged. 

He  took  breakfast,  by  previous  invitation  given  at  Bolton,  with 
Judge  Lincoln's  Lady,  whose  spacious  mansion,  elegandy  de« 
Gorated,  had  been  thrown  open,  and  was  filled  to  overflow^ 
iflg  with  Ladies,  who  greeted  their  Country's  Benefactor  with 
\smiles  and  tears,  while  their  handkerchiefs  were  waved  in 
token  of  wekome.  Before  breakfasting,  Judge  Lmcoln  de* 
Jivered  in  an  animated  and  impressive  manner,  the  following 
address : — 

"  General  Lafayette — 

**  The  citisens  whom  you  see  assembled  around  you,  havd 
spontaneously  thronged  together,  to  offer  you  the  tribute  of 
their  affection,  their  respect,  their  gratitude. 

"  In  the  name  of  the  inhabitants  of  Worcester,  theiAire  of 
an  extensive  county  of  more  than  75,000  population,  in  behalf 
of  all  who  are  present,  and  in  anticipation  of  the  commands 
of  those,  whom  distance  and  want  of  opportunity  occasion  to 
be  absent  from  this  joyous  scene,  I  repeat  to  you  the  saluta« 
lions,  which  elsewhere  have  been  so  impressively  offeredi 
upon  your  arrival  in  this  country,  and  your  vi^t  to  this  Com* 
moowealth.  Wekome,  most  cordially  welcome,  to  the  pre- 
sence of  those  who  now  greet  you ! 

**  Your  name.  Sir,  is  not  only  associated  with  the  memorable 
erents  of  the  American  Revolution,  with  the  Battle  of  Bran- 
dywine,  the  retreat  from  Valley-Forge,  the  afEiir  near  James* 
4own,  and  the  triumph  at  Yorktown,  but  the  memorials  of 
four  services  and  our  obligations  exist,  in  the  Independence 
of  the  nation  which  was  accomplished,  in  the  Grovemment  of 
the  people  which  is  established,  in  the  Institutions  and  Laws,  the 
arts,  imfurovements,  liberty,  and  happiness,  which  are  enjoyed. 
The  Stpord  was  beaten  into  the  Plough-shart  to  cultivate  the 
soil  which  its  temper  had  previously  defended,  and  the  blU-tops 
shall  now  echo  to  the  sea-shore  the  gratulations  of  the  in* 
dependent  proprietors  of  the  land,  to  the  common  Benefactor 
of  all  ranks  and  classes  of  the  people. 

<<  Wherever  you  go,  General,  the  acclamations  of  Freemen 
•wait  you^-*their  blessings  and  prayers  will  follow  you.    May 
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you  Ywe  many  years  to  enjoy  the  fimits  of  tb^  96n4ees  «rf 
sacrifices,  the  gallantry  and  valour  of  your  earKer  days,  devot- 
ed  to  the  cause  of  freedom  and  the  rights  of  man  ;  and  may 
the  bright  examples  of  individual  glory  and  of  National  bappi* 
ness,  which  the  history  of  America  exhibits,  iiiiidtrate  to  tbe 
world,  the  moral  force  of  personal  virtue,  and  the  rich  blessings 
of  civil  liberty  in  Republican  Governments.'* 

The  General,  in  reply,  said,  in  substance  : — 

'*  That  he  received  with  mudi  sensibility  the  expressions 
of  kind  attention  with  which  he  was  received  by  the  Inhabi* 
tants  of  the  town  and  county  of  Worcester— that  he  was  de- 
lighted with  the  fine  country  which  he  had  seen,  and  thd 
excellent  improvement  and  cultivation  which  he  witnessed-*- 
that  he  saw  tbe  best  proofs  of  a  great,  prosperous,  and  happy 
people,  in  the  rapid  advancement  of  the  polite  and  useful  arts, 
and  in  the  stability  of  our  free  mstitutions — that  he  was  es- 
pecially much  gratified  in  the  great  improvemeuts  of  the  face 
of  the  country,  because  he  was  himself  a  farmer — ihat  be  fek 
happy  to  observe  suth  decided  proofs  of  industry,  sobnfcty,and 
prosperity. — ^He  begged  the  citizens  to  be  assured  of  his  afl^c- 
tionate  and  grateful  recollection  of  their  reception  of  bim — he 
Ithanked  them  for  all  they  had  manifested  towards  him,  for  tbe 
kind  expressions  which  had  been  offered  him  by  the  committee, 
Hnd,  in  a  feeling,  impressive  manner,  reciprocated  their  good 
wishes." 

After  the  introduction  of  numerous  Ladies,  the  troops  paid 
him  their  honours,  and  received  evidence  of  his  satisfactbri  at 
their  soldier-Kke  appearance  and  conduct.  He  resumed  his 
journey  between  2  and  3  o'clock,  and  was  accompanied  by 
the  Committee  of  Arrangements  some  miles  on  his  way.  Ott 
this  occasion,  speaking  of  the  attentions  he  received,  he  re» 
marked,  "  It  is  tbe  homage  you  pay  to  the  principles  of  yout 
government,  and  not  to  me.** 

A  company  of  Cavahy  was  sent  from  Stnrbridge  to  escort 
the  General  from  Charlton,  and  a  company  of  AjrtiHery  was 
paraded  to  give  him  the  usual  sahite.  As  soon  as  he  came 
within  siffht  of  the  village,  which  was  about  two  miles  distant 
the  marshals  of  the  day  arranged  the  Ladies  and  Citizens  ill 
columns  two  deep,  and  ten  or  twelve  feet  distant,  ^extending 
from  Porter's  Stage-house  across  the  Comthon,  and  condnu* 
fag  some  distance  down  the  turnpike.  Where  the  road 
meets  the  Common,  two  pillars  had  been  erected  about  thkqr 
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belt  m  height,  which  supported  a  line  tastefully  ornamenteid 
with  ever-greens,  festoons,  flowers,  and  flags.  Rows  of  ever* 
greens  were  planted,  forming  a  beautiful  walk,  within  which 
the  specutors  were  arranged.  As  the  Marquis  and  his  suite 
came  up  to  the  head  of  the  procession,  he  was  received  from 
bis  coach  by  a  committee,  and  introduced  to  a  few  citizens, 
when  he  proceeded  up  the  pocession,  attended  by  a  band  of 
music,  his  suite,  the  delegation  from  Worcester,  the  Clergy, 
and  Committee  of  Arrangements ;  the  columns  of  spectators 
remaining  on  their  posts.  At  a  signal,  cheers  were  given  with 
all  the  ardour  of  enthusiastic  patriotism.  During  the  intervals 
there  was  a  profound  silence,  and  the  most  perfect  order,  except 
the  reiterated  echo  of  "  Welcome  Lafat£tte,  Friend  of 
America,"  be.  announced  by  single  voices. 

Near  the  middle  of  the  procession,  and  within  the  lines,  were 
arranged  a  large  company  of  revolutionary  officers  and  soldiers, 
some  of  whom  had  served  under  Lafayette.  To  each  one  the 
•General  was  introduced.  The  scene  was  toucMng.  As  they . 
graspe'd  the  hand  of  the  venerable  Hero,  in  a  number  of  in* 
stances  the  tear  was  seen  to  roU  down  the  furrowed  cheek  of 
the  veteran  soldier.  JVf any  seemed  unable  to  replv  to  the  kind 
expressions  of  their  beloved  Marquis,  who  himsell  was  deeply 
affected.  A  thrill  of  feeling  indescribably  tender  pervaded  the 
numerous  spectators.  A  number  of  ladies  there  had  the  opportu- 
nity of  taking  him  by  the  hand,  who  were  in  numerous  instances 
melted  to  tears  at  the  expressions  of  his  kind  regards,  together 
with  the  interesting  associations  which  his  presence  awakened. 
A  company  of  small  misses  dressed  m  TvUte,  and  decorated 
nith  garlands  and  flowers,  attracted  Ins  att^tion,  and  reached 
tMit  their  little  hands  to  be  received  in  his.  He  then  passed 
into  the  house  amidst  the  most  animated  cheers  and  a  thousand 
benedictions.— The  whole  was  a  scene  of  feeling,  m  which  all 
the  people  seemed  to  be  wrought  up  to  the  exUreme  of  exqui- 
site emotion.  Never  did  we  witness  any  thing  that  wore  so 
much  the  aspect  of  the  mora)  sublime.  (Sratitude,  veneration, 
sympathy,  and  afl^tion,  all  combining  in  vigorous  exercise, 
created  a  state  of  mind,  such  as  very  rarely  exists,  and  which 
can  be  better  conceived  than  described. 

General  Lafayette  was  to  have  been  received  on  the  northern 
fine  of  Connecticut  by  a  troop  of  horse  from  Tolland  county, 
but  it  being  uncertain  what  time  he  would  be  detained  on  the 
load,  the  troops  after  waitipg  a  suitable  time  relumed  lo  their 


Digitized  by 


Google 


406  THE  TOim  or 

homes.  Fourteen  miles  from  Hartf(^  he  was  met  by  the  fint 
company  of  Governor's  Horse  Guards,  commanded  by  Major 
Hrfrt.  The  General  was  expected  in  town  on  Friday  eyenin^ 
and  preparations  were  made  to  illuminate  Moi^n-street,  Main* 
street,  and  State  House  Square,  the  commencement  of  which 
was  to  have  been  announced  to  the  citizens  by  two  discharges 
of  artillery.  The  evening  was  dark  and  rainy ;  but  notwidi- 
standing  the  unfavourable  drcumstance,  our  streets  were 
crowded  with  anxious  and  inquisitive  spectators,  consistmg  not 
only  of  our  citizens,  but  visiters  from  a  distance  and  the  sur* 
rounding  country.  About  12  o'clock  a  discbarge  of  guns  from 
the  out  skirts  of  the  town,  or  from  East-Hartford,  (for  we 
could  not  say  which,)  announced,  as  was  supposed  by  many, 
the  approach  of  the  General.  ♦*  He  is  comine,"  was  shouted  by 
thousands — instantly  the  bouses  and  stores  of  many  <rf  our  citi- 
zens, particularly  about  State  House  Square,  presented  the  most 
grand  and  beautiful  display  of  the  light  that  can  be  imagined. 
The  Hartford  Bank,  from  the  taste  with  which  it  was  decorat- 

,  ed,  and  the  brilliant  light  which  broke  through  from  the  win- 
dows attracted  numerous  spectators ;  the  elegant  columns  of 
free  stone  in  front  of  the  building  were  entwined  with  wreaths 
of  ever-green,  interspersed  with  flowers  of  various  colours,  and 
the  doors  arched  and  festooned  with  ^milar  materials.  A  su- 
perb arch  was  erected  on  the  west  side  of  the  State  Houses 
adorned  with  ever-greens ;  upon  a  transparent  ground  was  in* 
scribed  ^^  Welcome  Lafayette^^ — ^within  the  scroll,  at  one  end 
of  the  arch,  was  the  inscription  "  YbrA- r<£W»"— upon  the  other 

'^^Mtmmauih.^  This  transparent  painting  was  brilliantly  illu- 
minated.   The  State  House  and  Phenix  Bank,  with  many 

.  elegant  mansions  in  diflferent  parts  of  the  city,  where  prepara- 
tions were  made  for  a  brilliant  display  of  fire  works,  were  dis- 
appointed in  this  ex{Mnession  of  joy,  by  the  arrival  of  a  messen- 
ger, about  one  o'clock,  with  the  intelligence  that  the  General 
would  sleep  at  Staffi>rd,  about  twenty-six  miles  from  the  town 
•—the  lights  were  suddenly  extinguished,  and  the  citizens  retire 
ed  to  rest  for  the  night.  The  sound  of  cannon  again  aroused  us 
from  sleep  at  dawn  of  day,  and  though  the  weather  continued 
inclement,  people  poured  into  the  city  through  every  street. 
About  10  o'clock,  A.  M.  a  discharge  of  artiUery,  and  the  ring- 
ing of  all  the  bells,  put  it  beyond  a  doubt  that  the  General 
had  indeed  arrived.  A  carriage  was  furnished  by  Daniel 
Wadswortfa,  Esq.  who,  with  Henry  L.  Ellsworth,  Esq.  one  of 
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the  city  committee,  had  attended  him  from  StaifiMrd.  He 
Erased  the  bridge  across  Connecticut  river  attemded  by  his  son 
George  Washington  Lafayette,  Mr.  Vasseur,  his  secretary,  and 
Mr.  Golden,  under  the  escort  of  the  First  Company  of  Horse 
Guards.  At  the  entrance  of  Morgan-street  was  erected  an 
elegant  arch,  extending  across  the  road,  composed  of  ever- 
greens, with  an  inscription,  '^  Our  Illustrious  Citizen^  Lcfojf 
etie^^^  upon  canvass — rthis  again  was  surmounted  with  American 
colours.  The  procession  moved  up  Morgan-street,  to  its  inter* 
section  with  Main-street ;  here  the  crowded  .assemblage  of  citi- 
zens commenced  the  acclamations  of  "  Wdcame  Lafayette J^ 
As  the  Greneral  with  his  escort  moved  leisurely  down  Main- 
street,  towards  the  State-House,  shouts  of  loud  huzzas  greeted 
him  at  every  step.  The  General  answered  this  tribute  of  joy 
with  bows  and  smiles,  and  a  waving  of  the  band — ^he  alighted 
at  Bennet's  Hotel,  where  he  was  received  by  the  Mayor  of  the 
City,  and  His  Excellency  Governor  Wolcott.  The  following 
address  was  presented  by  the  Mayor  in  belialf  of  the  city  cor- 
poration :— 

^  Greneral  Lafayette — ^In  behalf  of  my  fellow-citizens,  I 
bid  you  a  cordial  Welcome^  to  the  city  of  Hartford :  a  place 
many  years  since  honoured  by  your  presence ;  and  though 
most  of  those  individuals,  whose  exertions  were  then  united 
with  yours  to  effect  the  freedom  and  independence  of  this 
fiivoured  country  have  been  removed ;  still  I  trust  you  will 
discover  in  their  descendants  the  same  spirit  of  hospltdity  and 
patriotism,  for  which  they  were  distkiguished. 

'<  This  occasion,  Sir,  is  peculiarly  calculated  to  recall  to 
mind,  those  great  and  interesting  events,  which  have  takea 
place  ance  your  first  e&rts  in  favour  of  an  infant  country,  with 
ftMe  means  contending  against  superior  and  lawless  powers. 

*'  Your  marshal  deeds,  your  counsels,  and  personal  sacrificesi 
have  always  been  felt  and  acknowledged,  by  the  people  of  the 
United  States,  and  esteemed  as  signaUy  instrumental,  in  effectp^ 
k^  their  independence,  and  securii^  those  blessings  which  they 
now  enjoy. 

^'  The  best  reward,  for  all  this,  I  doubt  not,  you  will  find,  ic 
beholding  the  country  filled  with  flourishing  towns  and  viHages, 
inhabited  by  fireemen,  possessed  of  the  knowlede  of  their  na^ 
tive  rights,  and  in  a  condition  to  protect  and  defend  them ;  ex-^ 
hibiting  universal  and  unequivocal  proofs  of  sincere  aflfectioa 
and  gratitude,  to  the  iUustrwus  Benefactor  of  their  country. 
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<*  The  names  of  Washington  and  Lafayette,  wkh  fhe  pie* 
aent,  and  all  future  generations,  will  be  associated,  with  liberty 
freedom,  and  happiness. 

^  While  expressing  these  sentiments,  permit  me  to  add  my 
sincere  personal  wishes  for  your  prosperity ;  that  your  stay  in 
our  country  may  be  long  and  happy,  and  that  the  best  of 
Heaven's  blessings  may  ever  attend  you." 
•  At  the  Hotel  the  General  partook  of  a  repast  ordered  by  the 
Corporation,  at  which  the  Governor,  Mayor,  and  Common 
Council,  with  several  other  distinguished  citizens  and  strangers 
were  invited  guests.  After  resting  about  an  hour,  a  barouche 
drawn  by  four  elegant  white  horses,  emblematicalof  the  joyous 
dccasion,  received  the  General,  accompanied  by  tlie  Governor, 
from  whence  they  proceeded  to  review  the  troops.  As  the 
carriage  commenced  its  movements  up  Main-street,  we  were 
struck  with  a  reflection  upon  the  interesting  coincidence,  that 
on  this  very  spot  where  stood  bis  carriage.  General  Washington 
first  met  General  Rochambeau,  at  the  bead  of  the  French 
army,  after  their  arrival  from  France  to  aid  in  the  cause  of  the 
devolution.  Here  Washington  and  Hamilton,  and  several  odier 
Americaii  officers  first  shook  hands  m  the  presence  of  Lafayett^ 
with  the  officers  of  the  French  army.  This  place  loo,  was  in 
front  of  the  mansion  where  those  officers  convened  from  day  to 
day  to  project  and  mature  the  siege  of  York-Town,  which  ended 
in  securing  our' independence — ^the  parent  of  those  joys  which 
Ibis  day  lighted  up  the  countenances  of  so  many  tbousandsi 
This  siu^ly  was  nallowed  ground.  The  General's  carriage 
was  attended  by  others,  m  which  were  his  son  George  Wash-* 
fegton  Lafayette,  and  the  General's  Secretary,  Mr.  Vasseur^ 
Mr.  Golden,  General  Terry,  and  others  of  the  Committee  of 
Arrangements.  As  he  began  to  move,  the  immense  mukitudo 
gave  nine  cheers.  The  military  was  supposed  to  exceed  one 
thousand,  under  the  command  of  Genera)  Johnson.  We  can^ 
sot  detail  ^he  order  of  the  militavy  procession,  nor  dould  we  do 
justice  to  their  n>erits.  It  was  difficuk  for  tbe>  nalitary  to  make 
Its  way  through  the  immense  crowd;  every  window  was 
erowded  With  ladies,  waving  thefir  white  haodkeh^hiefr  to  the 
General.  As  he  passed  the  nottb  Kne  of  llie  State-House,  the 
procession  wheeled  towards  State-street^  and  having  reached 
the  fi^nt  of  the  State-House,  the  General  with  his  eseort  alight- 
ed and  was^onducted  within  the  raMing,  where  was  an  assem- 
blage of  children  of  about  ei^t  hundred ;  the  misses  all  dressed 
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m  white,  wearing  badees  with  the  motto,  ^  Moki  vaut  amona 
'LArATETTS.**  A  gold  medal  was  presented  him  by  one  of  the 
children,  which  was  enclosed  in  a  paper  containbg  these  fines:-— 

WekMOM  thou  to  freedom's  clim6| 
Glorious  Hero !  Chief  sublime  ! 
Garlands  bright  for  thee  are  wreathed, 
Vows  of  filiafardoar  breathed. 
Veteran's  obeeks  with  tears  are  wet, 
''  Jfous  v&us  aimans  LArAVETTX." 

Monmouth's  field  is  rich  with  bloom,  ^ 
Where  thy  warriors  found  their  tomb', 
Tork-Town's  heights  resound  no  more, 
Victor's  shout  our  cannoii  roar, 
Tet  our  hearts  record  their  debt| 
^Wedo  love  you  Lafatktts." 

Brandjwine,  whoee  current  roll'd 
Proud  with  blood  of  heroes  bold. 
That  our  country's  debt  shall  tell. 
Thai  our  gratitude  shall  swell, 
Jnfimt  breasts  thy  wounds  regret, 
''  IFs  do  love  you  LArArrrrx.*' 

Sires,  who  sleep  in  glory's  bed, 
Sires,  whose  blood  ror  us  was  shod, 
Taught  us,  when  our  knee  we  bend, 
With  the  prayer  thy  name  tr  olend ; 
Shall  we  e'er  such  charge  lorget  ? 
No ! — '*  JVew  vous  ahnonM  Lafatxttx.** 

When  our  blooming  cheeks  shall  fiide, 
Pale  with  time,  or  sorrow's  shade, 
When  our  ekwtering  tresses  lair, 
Frosts  of  wintry  age  shall  wear, 
E'en  till  memory's  sun  be  set, 
*'  We  tkall  love  yon  Laf atxtr.* 

The  General  was  then  conducted  into  the  Seoale  Chamber^ 
which  was  tastefully  decorated  with  various  ever-greens,  where 
the  Governor  addressed  the  General,  as  follows : — 

**  D^ar  Grenend — I  rejoice  in  this  opportunidr  of  reoewbg 
ID  you  my  salutations  in  this  ancient  capital  of  Connecticut, 
where  a  virtuous  and  enlightened  people,  have,  during  nearly 
two  eenfuries,  eoioyed  republican  mstitutiona,  which  were 
devised  by  themselves,  and  which  have  been  administered  by 
tgents,  annually  designated  bv  their  voluntary  suffrages.  The 
principles  which  you  have  advocated  in  council  and  defended 
m  the  field,  have  been  here  triumphandy  established,  and  by 
the  favour  of  Heaven,  we  hope  to  transmit  themi  unimpaired^to 
our  latest  posterior. 
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*<  These  pmeiplea  tre  now  diffiised  on  evenr  side,  from  di0 
ocean  to  the  high  plains  of  the  Missouri ;  and  m>m  the  lakes  tt> 
Ae  gulf  of  Mexico.  Over  this  great  region,  our  sons  and  our 
daughters,  parents  of  future  millions,  are  rapidly  extending 
science,  religion,  industry,  and  aU  those  arts  which  perpetuate 
and  embellish  powerful  communities. — Literature  and  com- 
merce augment  our  strength  and  resources.  We  are  united 
with  elevated  spirits  from  every  country,  who  have  come  here 
to  enjoy  all  that  freedom  of  opinion  and  of  action,  with  which 
our  own  minds  are  imbued.  You  can  proceed  to  no  spot  where 
you  will  not  be  met  by  Patriots,  who  have  aided  your  exer- 
tions in  both  hemispheres,  or  by  their  admiring  relations,  and 
in  every  class  you  will  find  an  interesting  proportion  of  French- 
men, including  numbers  of  the  descendants  of  those  early  emi- 
grants, who  imbibed  the  liberal  and  gallant  spirit  of  your 
Fourth  Henry.  Every  class  of  citizens  will  instantly  recognise 
in  you  an  illustrious  benefactor  of  the  United  States,  and  of 
mankind,  and  they  will  unite  in  spontaneous  benedictions,  with 
ardent  invocations  to  the  Supreme  Being,  that  your  life  may 
be  prosperous,  with  a  happy  transition  to  a  glorious  immor- 
taKty." 

The  following  is  in  substance  the  verbal  reply  of  General 
Lafayette  :— 

"  Sir— I  feel  very  happy  in  viewing  such  resources  of 
strength  in  New-England ;  which  resources  should  be  cherish- 
ed with  union,  as  there  is  such  a  powerful  opposition  libroad  to 
your  free  principles.  I  am  delisted  with  tne  manifestations 
of  feeling  shown  towards  me ; — ^Pleased  with  the  moral  habits 
and  character  of  the  people  of  the  State,  exhibiting  in  action  a 
pure  Republic.  I  am  also  highly  gratified  with  tne  fine  ap- 
pearance of  your  Military.** 

The  ladies  were  introduced  to  the  General,  and  taken  by 
the  hand  in  the  most  affectionate  manner ;  bat  the  want  of  time 
would  not  permit  the  mtroduction  of  a  large  concourse  w1k> 
crowded  at  the  doors  for  admission.  From  thb  interesting 
ceremony,  the  General  proceeded  to  review  the  tro(^,  taking 
his  station  upon  a  jriatform  under  the  elegant  arch,  erected  at 
the  west  bwt  of  the  State^House.  The  General  surveyed  the 
troops,  apparently  with  the  attentive  eye  of  an  officer  long  ao* 
customed  to  command.  He  discovered  muck  satisfactioQ  at 
their  elegant  appearance,  and  was  heard  to  say,  particularly  of 
the  Governor's  Foot  Guards,  commanded  by  Major  Oimked, 
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that  it  was  equal  in  discipline  and  appearanee  to  any  compaojr 
he  had  ever  seen.  A  company  of  old  revolutionary  officen 
and  soldiers  consisting  of  about  eighty,  and  commanded  by 
Judge  Hillyer,  passed  in  review  near  the  platform,  and  each  of 
them  shook  hands  with  the  General.  It  is  impossible  to  refiise 
these  veterans  a  share  in  the  honours  of  the  day.  There  was 
a  rush  from  every  quarter  to  witness  this  sceno^nnany  of  these 
had  been  wounded — some  with  one  eye— ^and  the  health  of  allt 
more  or  less  impaired  in  the  services  of  their  country.  No ! 
Soldiers  of  the  revolution,  your  country  will  never  forget  that 
to  you,  under  the  guidance  of  Providence,  and  led  on  by  Wash- 
ington and  Lafayette,  they  owe  the  blessings  of  liberty  and  in- 
dependence. Several  old  men  were  introduced  to  the  General 
in  the  course  of  the  day,  whom  he  seemed,  from  their  respect- 
able deportment,  to  recognise  as  feUow-soldiers.  One  instance 
was  noticed  in  particular,  whjere  the  General  observed,  *'  1 
think,  Sir,  you  belonged  to  the  revolutionary  corps." — *^  Yes, 
Sir,"  was  the  answer.  From  the  review  of  the  troops,  the 
General  was  conducted  to  his  barouche,  and  again  passed  down 
Main-street  to  the  Hotel,  and  from  thence  was  escorted  on  foot, 
to  the  mansion  of  Daniel  Wadswortb,  Esq.  Here  a  committee 
of  gentlemen  presented  him  with  the  sa^  worn  by  him  at  the 
battle  of  Brandywine,  which  was  used  to  bind  i^  the  wound 
he  receiyed,  and  afterwards  presented  by  him  to  General 
Swift,  of  Cornwall  He  thanked  the  gentlemen  who  present- 
ed it  for  their  attention.  After  spreading  and  observing  it  criti- 
cally, with  a  cheerftil  smile,  he  returned  it  to  the  committee. 
The  General  expected  to  hare  gone  through  Wethersfield, 
(where  preparations  had  been  made  to  receive  Imn  in  a  band- 
some  manner,  and  under  an  elegant  arch,)  on  his  way  to  Mid- 
dletown ;  but  his  engagonents  to  be  in  New-York,  and  his 
extreme  fatigue,  would  not  allow  of  his  complying  vrith  this 
arrangement.  The  steam-boat  had  now  been  waiting  for  three 
hours  beyond  its  stated  time.  It  became  necessary  to  hurry 
his  departure.  Having  tiaken  leave  of  the  gentlemen  and 
ladies  present,  he  was  attended  by  some  of  the  Committee  of 
Arrangements  to  the  steam-boat,  which  left  here  about  4 
oVlock,  P.  M.  amidst  the  salutes  of  cannon,  and  the  shouts  of 
thousands  of  gratified  and  grateful  spectators. 

The  General  and  his  suite  arrived  at  Middletown,  Upper 
Houses,  about  6  oVk>ck. — ^When  the  Boat  first  appeareo,  a 
sahite  of  13  guns  was  fired.— At  the  knding  plaoe,  be  was  it* 
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eeiveJ  by  a  deputttioiiy  ooDsistiDg  of  thirteen  distinguiabed 
atnens  oi  Middletowii)  with  the  first  Marshal;  and  escorted 
1^  a  aquadnm  of  cavaliy,  commanded  by  Colonel  R.  Wikox^ 
proceeded  to  the  bridge  which  crosses  the  northern  line  of  the 
cky.— He  was  here  received  by  the  corps  of  Artillery,  Rifle- 
men, and  Light  Infantry,  under  the  command  of  Colopel  Wal- 
ler Boothe,  of  the  10th  Regiment  of  Infantry,  who  joined  in 
escorting  him  to  the  large  and  elegant  buildmg  occupied  by 
Mr.  Charles  Francis,  where  preparations  had  been  made  for 
ciTing  him  an  elegant  dinner.  The  windows  and  tops  of 
bouses  were  thronged  with  females,  who  were  constantly  wav- 
ing their  handkerchieb,  as  expressive  of  their  feelings  at  seebg 
bun.  On  his  arrival  at  the  house,  he  was  addressed  by  the 
Mayor,  to  which  he  made  an  appropriate  reply.  After  which 
the  Mayor  presented  him  to  the  several  members  of  the  Com- 
tnon  Council,  gentlemen  of  the  Clergy,  and  the  veterans  of  the 
Revolution.  He  was  then  persuaded  to  take  a  seat  m  the 
Barouche,  and  was  escorted  through  the  principal  streets  in  the 
city ;  the  houses  were  brilliandy  illuminated,  and  added  much 
lo  the  magnificence  of  the  scene.  On  his  arrival  at  the  Boat, 
be  was  cheered  by  the  multitude  who  had  followed  him.  At 
7  o'clock  he  again  embarked  on  the  beautiful  Connecticut,  and 
though  the  evening  was  kwering,  al}  the  villages  on  the  river 
were  illuminated,  bands  of  music  were  playing,  and  cannon 
firing.  Mr.  Ellsworth,  one  of  the  liberal  proprietors  of  the 
Boat,  had  also  provided  a  band  which  answered  the  salutes 
from  the  shore.  Before  reaching  Saybrook,  the  weather  clear- 
ed, the  moon  burst  forth  in  its  cahn  and  serene  splendour,  to 
witness  the  enthusiasm  of  the  ladies  of  that  and  the  neighbour- 
ing towns,  who,  though  it  was  late  at  night,  were  drawn  up, 
dressed  m  white,  on  a  platform,  and  music,  cannon,, and  bru- 
fiant  illuminations,  were  prepared  to  honour  the  Guest  of  the 
Nation.     He  then  tranquilly  and  safely  descended  the  Sound. 


CnBAPTBR  ZZ. 

.^BOCBtniNos  nr  hsw-tork  on  the  oeneral's  retubn  fboh 

BIS  EASTERN  VISIT ^HIS  JOURNEY  UP  THE  HUDSON  RIVER. 

General  Lafiiyette  returned  from  his  Eastern  tour,  and  land- 
ed in  New«York,  from  on  board  of  the  Steam-Boat  Oliver 
^Blbwortfa,  September  ^  dbout  1  o'clock,  P.  M.    A  national 
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ttlute  was  fired  from  the  Prankfin  74,  at  the  Navy  Yard;  as 
he  passed.  The  citizens  along  the  shores  and  whanres  of  East 
Hirer,  for  two  miles,  kept  up  a  continued  acclamanoo  for  the 
whole  distance.  The  Oliver  Ellsworth  was  decorated  mth 
flags,  and  had  on  board  a  fine  band  of  music.  He  was  re- 
ceived at  the  Fulton-street  wharf  bv  the  Committee  of  the 
Corporation,  and  conducted  to  his  lodgings  at  the  City  Hot^ 
The  streets  were  filled  with  people,  whose  anxiety  to  see  hun 
was  unabated. 

The  anniversary  of  the  birth-day  of  Lafayette,  the  6th  Sep* 
tember,  when  he  attained  his  67th  year,  having  been  selected 
by  the  Cbctnnad  veterans,  to  give  him  a  dinner,  he  was  esH 
Corted,  at  the  appointed  hour,  to  Washington  Hall,  by  d)« 
Lafayette  Guards.  The  room  was  splendidly  and  tastefully 
decorated :  over  the  head  of  the  General  was  sprung  a  triunv 
phal  arch  of  laurels  and  ever-greens,  in  tlie  centre  of  which 
appeared  a  large  American  eagle,  with  a  scroll  in  its  beak 
bearing  the  words  "  September  6th,  1757,'*  (the  day  and  year 
b  which  he  was  bom.)  On  its  right,  a  scroll  bearing, "  Bran- 
dy wine,  11th  September,  1777  ;"onits left,  "York-Town,  19th 
October,  1781.**  In  the  rear  of  the  General's  chair  was  plant- 
ed the  grand  standard  of  the  Society,  entwined  with  the  national 
colour  of  thirteen  stripes.  On  the  right  was  a  shield  bearing  a 
rising  sun ;  on  the  left,  a  shield  with  the  State  Arms.  In  the 
centre  of  the  room  there  was  a  splendid  star,  studded  with 
others  of  less  magnitude.  From  this  star  two  broad  pendantli 
from  the  Franklin  74,  were  crossed  and  carried  to  the  four 
comers  of  the  room.  At  the  lower  end  of  the  room  was  a 
most  exquisite  transparency,  executed  by  Childs,  representing 
the  Goddess  of  Libertv,  with  an  eagle  holding  a  wreath  of  lach 
rels.  In  her  left  hand  was  a  scroll  with  the  word  "  vrvtAxmmJ* 
On  its  right  was  a  column,  on  which  was  placed  forty  muskets, 
forty  pistols,  and  forty  swords ;  on  its  left  a  similar  one ;  he-* 
neath  it  a  shield  with  thirteen  American  stripes,  and  thirteen 
stars  supported  by  two  six-pounders,  as  likewise  a  coat  of  mail 
of  steel,  such  as  were  wom  by  Napoleon's  cuirassiers ;  and  on 
the  right  and  left  ten  field  drums.  Around  the  room  were 
tastefully  displayed  60  banners,  bearing  the  names  of  distni« 
guished  officers  of  the  revolution,  who  had  fallen  in  battfo, 
together  with  the  regimental  standards  of  the  corps  of  artillery^ 
and  a  number  of  trophies  of  our  navy,  which  were  handsoro^y 
tendered  by  Captam  Rogers,  and  Lieutenant  Goldsbcvou^ 
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Colonel  Varick;  the  President  of  the  Society,  preaded  at  the 
table,  assisted  by  Greneral  Clarkson,  Colonel  Fisb,  General  S« 
Van  Rensselaer,  Colonel  Troup,  and  several  other  distinguished 
officers. 

On  Tuesday,  at  1 1  o'clock^  Greneral  Lafayette,  accompanied 
by  the  Mayor,  the  Committee,  and  several  other  members  of 
the  Corporation,  visited  Columbia  College.  He  was  introduc- 
ed into  the  College  by  Cobnel  Fish,  Chairman  of  the  board  of 
Trustees,  and  received  in  the  library  by  the  President  and 
ftculty.  President  HarrisL  then  delivered  a  veiy  ajf^ropriate 
address ;  to  which  the  (xeneral  made  a  very  pertinent  reply. 

On  Wednesday,  at  1  o'clock,  the  General  embarked  on 
board  the  Chancellor  Livingston,  to  visit  the  fortifications  of 
the  harbonr,  and  was  received  as  he  entered,  by  the  West 
Point  Band,  sent  down  for  the  occasion,  playing  a  fine  military 
piece  composed  by  their  leader,  Willis.  Among  the  guests, 
were  the  members  of  the  Cincinnati,  the  Officers  of  the  Navy, 
fhe  Corporation,  and  the  General  Officers  of  the  Militia. 
Owing  to  the  rain,  the  party  did  not  land  at  Govemor^s  Island, 
but  a  salute  was  fired  from  the  Castle,  as  the  Chancellor  passed. 
Xkk  nearing  the  fortress  at  the  Narrows,  that  bears  the  name  of 
our  Guest,  the  sun  burst  forth  for  awhile,  and  as  the  boat  ap- 
proached, another  pealing  salute  from  the  heavy  cannon  there 
mounted,  awoke* the  echos  of  the  neighbouring  heights,  and 
told  that  He  was  come.  The  General  was  escorted  on  shore 
by  Coloneb  Maccrea  and  Bankhead,  and  received  at  the  por- 
tal by  Major  Gates,  commanding  the  fortress,  who  conducted 
him  to  the  square,  where  the  garrison,  consisting  of  only  a  com- 
pany of  United  States  artillerists,  saluted  him.  The  whole 
party  were  then  conducted  around  the  fort,  and  po  little  admi- 
ration was  expressed,  at  its  massive  and  almost  impregnable 
walls,  its  firm  and  deep  set  arches,  and  apparent*  power,  both 
for  offensive  and  defensive  war.  A  sumptuous  table  was 
M>read,  loaded  with  cold  dishes,  firuits,  and  every  variety  of 
delicacy,  and  tastefiiUy  ornamented.  Over  head  and  around 
it,  was  a  continued  drapery  of  flags,  the  standards  of  the  United 
States  and  of  France  being  intertwined,  and  forming  an  arch 
over  the  seat  assigned  to  Lafayette.  Between  the  cok)urs  shone 
forth  the  brightly  burnished  muskets  of  the  soldiers,  with  theff 
other  accoutrements;  and  on  the  table  itself  were  smaller 
ailken  flags,  bearing  the  inscriptions  of  the  memorable  names 
and  deeds  of  the  revolution.     One  in  particular,  in  fixwt  of 
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Lafayette,  bore,  on  it,  **Brandywme,"  **MomnoiMb,**  and 
*«York.Town." 

The  associations  of  tbis  entertaininem  were  most  delight* 
ful.  It  seemed  as  if  the  men  of  two  ages  had  met  to  do  ho- 
tiour  to  one  whose  name  shall  five  through  all  time.  At  the 
head  of  the  table,  where  Colonel  Maccrea  presided,  sat  La-* 
fayette,  and  his  old  associates  of  the  Cincinnati.  At  the  foot, 
Colonel  Bankhead,  with  George  W.  Lafayette,  and  the  offi- 
cers of  die  army,  most  of  them  young  men.  The  interval 
was  occupied  by  the  guests  generally.  The  8(ddiers  of  other 
days,  andtthe  soldiers  of  diis,  together  with  those  who  owe 
to  the  one  the  possession,  and  to  the  other  the  preservation  of 
their  Independence,  all  imited  in  homage  to  the  friend  of 
Washington,  the  companion  of  Hamilton,  the  pure  and  virtu- 
ous Lafayette. 

On  Thursday  the  Fire  Department  mustered  to  the  utmost 
of  their  strength,  and  paraded  in  the  park,  where  the  Genera], 
(after*  returning  from  the  Oratorio  given  by  the  Choral  Socie- 
ty in  St.  Paul*s  Church,)  viewed  their  engines,  and  the  other 
apparatus  belonging  to  the  dauntless  guardians  of  the  city. 

All  the  Fire  Engines  in  the  city,  amounting  to  44,  with 
hook  and  ladder  companies,  and  two  engbes  from  Brooklyn, 
were  arranged  in  a  line  around  the  park,  and  aH  the  Firemen 
stood  a  little  in  advance,  holding  their  drag  ropes.  After 
passing  round  the  line,  the  General  returned  to  the  hall,  and 
made  his  appearance  on  the  piazza,  where  he  remained  in 
company  with  Thomas  Franklin,  Chief  Engineer,  and  many 
ladies  and  gendemen,  to  witness  the  exhibition. 

In  the  centre  of  the  Park,  the  ladders  of  the*  company  were 
erected  in  the  form  of  a  Pyramid,  on  the  t<^  of  which  was, 

gaced  a  miniature  house,  filled  with  combusdbles.  The 
ngines  having  all  approximated  the  centre,  to  within  a  suit- 
able distance,  and  having  been  charged  with  water,  at  a  sig- 
nal the  house  was  fired,  and  forty-six  powerful,  water  spouts 
were  all  directed  at  the  oMect  in  an  instant.  The  spectacle 
for  the  moment  was  beautiful  beyond  descriptkHi.  Such  was 
the  skill  of  the  engineers  that  every  spout  seemed  to  strike  the 
'  common  centre,  and  a  mighty  fountain  in  the  form  of  a  colos- 
sal column,  or  cone,  was  thus,  as  if  •  1^  enchantment,  in  the 
twinkling  of  an  eye,  beheld  rushing  up  and  descending  like  a 
shower  of  liquid  silver.  When  die  sun  shcxie  out  the  fountain 
^MuUed  ail  over  like  a  palace  of  ice,  or  a  magnificent  dome 
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6f  ciystal ;  uui  (be  wind  iMnr  and  thda  blew  updn  ihe  flpnf 
and  carried  off  a  cloud  of  vapour :  the  arch  of  a  rahbow  9p* 
peared  above,  vntfa  aH  its  brilliant  colours.  The  engines  q^ 
peared  to  great  advantage ;  they  were  all  in  the  finest  order. 

On  Friday,  in  pursuance  of  an  inntation  from  the  Tniateeg 
of  ^ihe  Free  Schools  of  New-York,  the  General  visited  SOTie 
of  *tlie  Schools,  and  afterwards  reviewed  the  whole  cdlected 
for  that  purpose  in  die  Paric. 

A  large  class  of  the  scholars  mtbe  iemale  school  recited  die 
followbg  fines  i — 

*  welcome  HSRO,  to  the  Wett. 

To  the  land  th  j  sword  hath  hiatt ! 
To  the  country  of  the  Free, 
Welcome,  Fri0nd  qf  JJbfiy! 

Gratefbl  milliona  g^Uard  thj  ikme, 
Age  and  youth  revere  thy  name, 

Beauty  twines  the  wreaUi  for  thee, 
Glorious  Son  of  Liberty  ! 

Tears  shall  speak  a  nation's  lore, 
Wheresoe'er  thy  fbotstepe  moytf, 
By  the  choral  peaa  met^~ 
Welcome,  welcome,  LrfaytUe  I 

At  one  o^clock,  the  General,  by  particular  invitatioD,  visi^ 
ed  the  African  Free  School,  which  enrfiraces  7  or  800  scfaolais ; 
about  450  were  present  on  the  occanon.  Hens  it  was  an- 
nounced  to  him  that  under  the  Presidency  of  the  Honourabfe 
John  Jay,  in  1788,  he  was  elected  an  Honorary  member  of 
this  Society,  which  the  Marquis  well  recollected. 

The  General  then  retired  to  his  lodgings  for  a  few  momeotSy 
until  the  children  of  all  the  schools  could  be  assembled  m  the 
Park ;  he  then  returned  and  reviewed  the  whole,  to  the  num- 
ber of  about  5000,  arranged  by  th^  teachers  in  regular  onder, 
and  surrounded  by  at  least  5000  spectators.  The  scene  was 
truly  interesting,  and  afibrded  a  peculiar  gratificatfon  to  the 
General,  who  well  knew  that  the  schools  of  Ammea  were  die 
nurseries  of  freedom,  and  the  basis  of  Ameriean  liberty. 

The  General  again  returned  to  his  quarters,  where  hs  hid 
scarcely  arrived,  before  the  9th  Regiment  of  New-York  At- 
tillery,  under  Colonel  Alexander  M.  Muir,  appeared  before  die 
Hotel,  in  fine  order,  and  full  panoply,  to  escort  him  to  the  seat 
of  his  old  comrade.  Colonel  Nicholas  Fish,  idio,  forty  years 
aso,  mounted  the  breach  with  him  at  York-Town,  and  with 
imm  he  had  engaged  to  dme.     On  descendiiv  to  llie  nkiegB^ 
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ilpreeahlf  to  previoiis  amngjunieiits,  Coilooel  Muir  dismouoted 
And  advanced,  and  in  behalf  of  himself  and  die  officers  of  liis  regi« 
ment,  presented  the  General  with  an  elegant  sword,  of  great 
beauty,  and  of  finished  workmanship.  In  performing  this  very 
|ileasing  office,  Colonel  Muir  delivered  the  following  address  :-^ 

"  General—- The  officers  of  the  9th  Regiment  New-York 
State  Artillery,  anxious  to  manifest,  in  common  with  their  fel- 
low-citizens, their  esteem  for  you,  as  the  champion  of  their 
country — the  associate  and  friend  of  Washington,  have  deputed 
me  to  present  to  you  this  sword;  the  belt  and  raouutingof 
which,  being  exclusively  of  the  manufacture  of  this  city. 

*'  It  b  unnecessary  to  repeat  the  many  signal  services  which 
you  have  rendered  to  thb  country ;  it  does  not  comport  with 
the  character  of  soldiers  to  multiply  words  or  expressions 
— it  is  sufficient  for  them  to  know  that  you  were  always  to  bo 
found  in  the  front  rank  of  those  who  shed  their  blood,  and  exr 
pended  their  treasure,  in  the  glorious  cause  of  liberty,  during 
that  eventful  time  which  '*  tried  men's  souls."  These  services 
are  not  forgotten  by  a  grateful  posterity — they  are  eneraven 
on  the  hearts  of  a  free  peopks,  bv  whom  you  will  ever  oe  re- 
membered as  the  illustrious  benemctor  of  these  United  States* 

^'  May  your  declining  days  be  as  happy  as  your  Youthful  and 
oiaturer  ones  have  been  useful  and  glorious,  and  your  name 
ever  be  associated  with  liberty,  freedom,  and  benevolence. 

"  Permit  me,  General,  to  add  my  personal  wishes  for  your 
health  and  happiness,  and  to  assure  you  thaw  I  shall  consider 
the  circumstance  of  having  been  chosen  as  the  organ  of  the 
officers  whom  I  have  the  honour  to  command,  to  present  this 
sword,  as  one  of  the  most  agreeable  and  interesting  of  my  life.'* 

The  General  kindly  accepted  the  sword,  and  in  doing  so^ 
piade  the  following  reply  .: — 

.  ''  With  the  highest  pleasure  and  gratitude^  I  receive  this  most 
valuable  present,  from  a  distinguished  corps  of  citizen-soldiers^ 
j»very  one  of  whom  knows  that  swords  have  been  given  to  roan 
to  defend  liberty  where  it  exists,  to  conquer  it  when  it  has  beea 
fnyaded  by  jcrowned  and  privileged  usurpers. 
.  ''  Accept,  dear  Colonel,  and  let  all  the  officers  and  soldiers 
of  your  corps  accept,  my  most  affectionate  thanks." 

The  following  is  a  copy  of  the  inscription  on  the  Sword : — j 
•  "  Presented  to  Major-General  Lafayette,  by  Colonel  Alex- 
IMider  M.  Muir,  in  behalf  of  the  Officers  of  the  Ninth  Regi- 
inent  New*York  Slate  Artilierv,  10th  September,  1824,  as  a 

53  '  ^ 
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tmaU  token  of  tbe  esteem  in  which  he  is  held  bjr  them  for  Ui 
•  private  worth,  and  distinguished  services  during  the  war  wUch 
gave  independence  to  the  United  States.^ 

The  belt  is  of  exquisite  workmanship,  richly  embroidered 
with  gold.  On  it  are  inscribed,  in  silver  embroiderv,  the  6giires 
'76,  and  the  letters  L.  F.,  thus—"  L,  ^6.  F."  llie  plate  of 
tbe  belt  is  large,  and  sufficiently  elegant  to  correspond. — ^Tbe 
eround-work  of  the  plate  is  occupied  with  appropriate  miKtary 
devices,  and  arolmd  these  are  the  four  following  mscriptions  ^— 

"  The  Marquis  De  Lafayette,  Bom  in  France,  6th  Septem- 
ber, 1757." 

"Joined  the  American  Army  of  tbe  Revolution  as  a  volun- 
teer, and  was  wounded  dt  the  battle  of  Brandywine^  lltfa  Sep- 
tember, 1777." 

"  Commanded  the  army  in  Virginia  during  the  campaign  of 
1781,  and  was  at  the  attack  at  York-Town,  19th  October,  1781." 

"Revisits  the  United  States  of  America  on  an  invitation 
from  Congress,  and  landed  at  Net^r-York,  August  16th,  1824." 

After  reviewing  the  Regiment,  and  receiving  tbe  marching 
salute,  the  General  ascended  his  carriage,  and  was  escorted  to 
tbe  seat  of  his  old  friend  and  associate,  as  before  mentionedi 
where  he  dined  in  company  with  a  select  party. 

General  Lafayette,  on  Tuesday  evening,  very  aftctionately 
took  leave  of  C;aptain  Allyn,  at  his  room,  Ci^r  Hotel,  and  at 
the  same  time  presented  htm  with  a  superb  writing  desk,  (made 
by  N.  Smith  Prtntiss,  of  this  city,)  replete  with  every  thing 
necessary  for  a  gendeman's  toilet,  bearing  this  mscription, 
^Greneral  Lafayette  to  his  excellent  friend  Captain  Allyn, 
August  15th,  1824." — He  also  sent  kind  remembrances  to 
such  of  the  ofl'icers  and  crew  of  the  Cadmus  as  remained  on 
board,  presenting  to  tbe  chief  mate,  Mr.  Daniel  Cbadwick,  a 
beautiful  case  of  mathematical  instruments  mounted  in  silver. 
The  Cadmus  sailed  on  Wednesday,  fo^  Havre. 

After  two  postponements  on  account  of  bad  weather,  the  aa^» 
rtngements  and  oecorations  for  the  Ball,  in  honour  of  Lafayette, 
at  Casde  Crarden,  were  finally  completed,  and  it  took  place  on 
Tuesday  evening.  The  weather  during  the  day  and  the  evea- 
iog  was  very  fine,  and  aflbrded  the  guests  unexpected  securiqr 
tndpleasure. 

Tne  company  commenced  entering  tbe  Garden  about  half 
past  six,  and  closed  about  ten  o'clock,  conristing  of  about  six 
SXHtaand  hdies  and  genttemeii.    The  arnmgenwiits  i^itbou^ 
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I  sueh  fts  to  secure  perfect  aafeQr  and  order  ia  eDteriiig  the 
Castle,  aad  to  prevent  detention. 

Immediately  in  front  of  the  gate  which  forms  the  first  en- 
trance to  the  Garden,  was  erected  a  pyramid  of  the  height  of 
8e¥ent)r-6ve  feet,  brilliantly  illuminated,  and  surmounted  by  a 
double  triangle,  likewise  illuminated,  presenting  the  appearance 
of  a  star  encircling  the  letter  F.  The  Bridge  leading  to  the  » 
Castle,  which  stands  o£f  from  the  Battery,  into  the  bay,  250 
feet,  was  this  evening  an  immense  covered  way,  carpeted  the 
entire  distance,  hung  with  nmnerous  lamps,. and  decorated  with 
ever-greens.  Through  this  magnificent  entrance,  the  company 
found  their  way  into  Sic  interior  of  the  Garden* 

The  Castle,  which  is  a  circle,  and  covers  a  surface  of  about 
600  feet,  was  enclosed  with  an  awning  at  an  altitude  of  seventy- 
five  feet,  the  dome  of  which  was  supported  in  the  centre  by  a 
column  dressed  with  pale  blue  and  white,  and  inscribed  with 
the  munes  of  men  immortalized  with  that  of  Lafayette,  in  the 
enise  of  freedom.  This  column  was  encircled  with  an  im- 
mense cut  glass  chandelier,  composed  of  thirteen  separate  ones, 
representing  the  thirteen  original  states;  while  it  formed  at  its 
iummit,  the  centre,  whence  hung  the  flags,  signals,  and  standards 
of  various  nations,  looped  and  festooned  wim  much  good  taste, 
making  a  covering  for  the  company,  and  a  splendid  militaiy 
and  naval  dress  for  the  coar;ser  canopy  above* 

This  object,  which  was  the  first  that  met  the  eye,  and  formed 
«t  the  base  but  a  slight  obstruction,  had  a  very  imposing  ap- 
pearance, and  produced  a  fine  efiect.  The  whole  seemed  to 
operate  like  a  charm  upon  the  visiter,  as  he  entered,  who,  with  ^ 
elevated  and  sparklmg  eyes,  and  with  looks  .of  enraptured  ad- 
miration, •  came  forward  fit>m  the  massy  and  low-browed 
entrance,  with  increased  grace  in  his  step,  and  airy  lightness  in 
his  feelings.  Every  one  seemed  to  feel  at  home,  and  to  impro- 
priate the  scene  and.  its  pleasures  to  his  individual  eigoymeit 
and  use* 

The  roof  was  supported  hv'thirteen  transparent  cdumnSi 
capped  with  a  circle  of  light,  and  based  with  the  armoreal  insigna 
of  the  several  states,  under  a  shield  of  the. Union,  to  denote 
their  dependence  on  the  same,  and  richly  flanked  with  a  falling 
drapery.  Between  the  columns  were  to  be  seen  the  names  </ 
the  original  states,  in  gikled  letters,  encircled  by  laurel  wreaths, 
end  suspended  betwemi  American  ensagos,  and  a  profusioo  of 
<*  striped  booting/ 
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The  General  made  bis  appearance  about  10- o'clock*  hth 
mediately  the  dance  and  tlie  son^  was  at  an  end.  T!he  mifitarjT 
band  struck  up  a  military  air,  and  Laiayette  wai  conducted 
thro4igh  a  column  of  ladies  and  gentlemen,  to  a  splendid  paTifioo, 
immediately  opposite  to  the  great  entrance.  Not  a  word  was 
spoken  of  grattilation — so  profoimd  and  re^ctfiil,  and  intel* 
lectual,  was  the  interest  wliich  bis  presence  excited ;  BOthinc 
but  a  subdued  and  universal  clap  broke  the  gmeral  alence,  and 
that  but  for  a  moment. 

The  interior  of  tlie  pavilion,  which  was  compoaed  of  whila 
cambric,  festooned,  ana  otherwise  varied  with  sky  blue,  and 
surmounted  with  an  American  Eagte,  over  the  letter  F,  was 
richly  furnished.  Among  other  interesting  objects,  we  noticed 
a  bust  or  Hamilton,  placed  upon  a  Corinthian  pillar,  and  illumi- 
nated with  a  beautiful  lamp. 

But  the  most  interesting  of  all  the  exhibitions  were  those 
jpresented  in  front  of  the  pavilion,  and  seen  from  it,  immediately 
over  the  entrance  to  the  Garden.  A  trrumpfaal  arch  of  abool 
ninety  feet  space,  adorned  with  laurel,  oak,  and  festoons  of  flaga, 
&c.  were  seen,  based  upon  pillars  of  cannon  fifteen  feet  bigb. 
A  bust  of  Washington,  supported  by  a  golden  eagle,  was  placed 
over  the  arch,  as  the  presiding  deity.  Within  the  arch  was  a 
painting,  nearly  25  feet  square,  of  a  fine  colossal  figure,  reprfr* 
senting  the  Genius  of  our  country,  rising  in  her  native  inajeslgr 
and  strength,  supported  by  ttie  American  Eagle,  and  exhibiting 
a  scroll  inscribed  to  Fayette,  with  the  words— '^  Honoured  be 
4e  faithful  patriot.'* 

Soon  after  the  Creneral  entered,  the  painting  just  alluded  to^ 
was  slowly  raised,  which  exhibited  to  the  au(bence  a  beautiful 
transparency,  representing  La  Orange^  th^  mansion  of  Lafmy* 
Me.  The  efiect  was  as  complete  as  the  view  was  unexpected 
and  imposing.  Another  subdued  clap  of  admiration  followed 
this  tasteful,  and  appropriate,  and  highly  interesting  disphy. 

In  pursuance  ot  the  arrangements  made  for  that  purpdae^ 
<]reneral  Lafayette,  his  son,  and  suite,  together  with  a  sel<ect 
party  of  ladies  and  gentlemen,  repaired  on  board  of  the  steam* 
noat  James  Kent,  directly  on  retiring  from  the  Grand  Fete  of 
Tuesday  evening,  and  proceeded  up  the  Hudson  river,  to  visit 
Albany,  and  the  intermediate  towns  upon  the  river.  •  The  peiqr 
embariced  a  few  minutes  after  2  o'clock,  Wednesday  raamrngt 
imiong  the  guests  were  die  membefd  of  the  Cincinnati^  wwi 
dieir  Presid^  Cotonel  Varick ;   His  Honoor  the  Recuder 
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moA  sevBral  of  the  Gmoration ;  Goremor  Johnson,  of  Lovisi- 
muBL ;  Mrs.  Lewis  of  Virginia ;  Colonel  Alexander  Haroihooi 
and  his  mother,  (widow  of  the  late  General  HamiUon;)  Gene- 
ral Morton,  Colcmel  Piatt,  and  a  number  of  others. 

The  boat  made  very  good  process  until,  she  arrived  off 
Tarry-Town,  where  a  very  dense  log  came  on ;  but  such  was 
the  anxiety  of  General  Lafayette  to  reach  West  Pomt  at  the 
appointed  time,  (10  o'clock,)  that  Commodore  Wiswall  deter- 
mined to  push  slowly  on.  It  was  in^iossible  for  the  pilot  to 
«ee  five  rods  ahead.  The  result  was,  that  at  about  7  o'clock 
ihe  boat  ran  aground  upoa  what  is  called  the  Oyster  Bank. 
Hero  she  was  obliged  to  remain  forsctveral  hours — ^to  the  great 
disappointment  of  those  on  board,  and  also  of  the  thousands 
who  bad  collected  at  West  Point,  to  witness  his  receptbn,  and 
the  tens  of  thousands  at  the  vills^es  above,  which  he  was  ex- 
pe<^ed  to  pass  before  dark.  As  soon  as  it  cleared  away,  so 
that  the  shores  were  discernible,  it  was  found  that  every  height 
mad  cliff  were  covered  with  people,  anxious  to  do  their  utmost 
JA  honouring  the  Guest  of  the  nation.  At  Stony  Point,  in  par- 
ticular, there  was  a  large  collection  of  people,  a  flag  was  hoistedi 
.aad  a  salute  fired  Crom^a  field  piece  stationed  dbere  for  that 
■porpoae.  One  man,  mote  eager  than  tlie  rest,  clambered 
<dowii  the  rocks  with  the  agility  of  a  mountain  goat,  armed  with 
n  large  musket,  wlueh  a  loud  cxpbsion  gave  us  to  undecstand 
was  heavily  charged.  The  boat  was  near  in  shore,  and  as  the 
«moke  cleared  away,  he  waved  his  hand  and  exclaimed,  '^  There, 
General,  I  give  you  the  best  1  can !" 

The  population  at  West  Point,  including  the  officers,  profess- 
ors, cadets,  the  artisans,  and  their  families,  &c.  be.  ordinarily 
amount  to  about  one  thousand  persons.  But  firom  day-light 
yesterday  morning,  until  ten  o'clock,  the  ladies  and  gentlemen 
■firom  the  country  adjacent,  continued  to  flock  in  sbops  and 
other  craft,  in  great  numbers.  The  suspense  fix)m  the  horns 
of  9  till  12  was  ver^  anxious ;  but  at  about  fifteen  minutes  after 
12,  the  weleome  signU  of  his  approach  was  given;  and  there 
was  instantly  nuare  bustle  and  confusion  than  there  has  been 
before  witnessed  on  the  Point  since  the  army  of  the  revoIuticHi ; 
the  clangour  of  arms,  the  thrilling  notes  of  the  bugle,  and  the 
apirit-stirring  drum,  impacted  life  and  animation  to  this  wild  and 
taagnificeni  region. — The  lofty  bank  of  the  Hudson  was  lined 
with. spectators;  and  die  Cadets  were  in  line,  as  if  they  had 
.beeo  summoned  from  their  barracks  by  the  wai^d  of  a  magician. 
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The  James  Kent,  gorgeously  decorated  with  flags, 
proudly  on,  cuttmg  away  the  ioamine  current,  as  though  she 
dared  Neptune  and  ail  his  liost  to  strife ;  and  came  majestical- 
ly along  side  of  the  dock  at  half  past  12.  The  Genera)  was 
here  recehred  by  Colonel  Thayer,  the  commander  of  the  post, 
accompanied  by  Major-Generals  Brown  and  Scott,  with  their 
respective  suites,  together  with  the  officers  and  professors  upon 
the  station,  under  a  salute  of  twenty^Mie  guns  from  a  detach* 
ment  of  artillery,  posted  upon  the  bluff;  direcdy  noith  of  tie 
old  barracks.  A  landeau  was  in  readiness  to  receiF«^  the 
Greneral  as  he  stepped  ashore,  in  which  he  ascended  the  irU  to 
Ae  plain,  followed  by  a  long  procession,  consisting  of  the  Cin- 
cinnatT,  the  officers  of  the  station,  gendemen  from  New-York, 
and  from  the  river  towns  above,  delegates  from  the  towns  of 
Newbur^,  Pougbkeepsie,  Clermont,  ifudson,  and  Albany,  fao» 
&c.  He  was  received  on  the  plain  by  the  corps  of  Cadets^ 
whom  be  reviewed ;  and  afterwards  received  the  marchtnc 
sahite  in  front  of  the  marquee  erected  for  him,  and  witnessed 
several  evolutions,  which  evinced  the  perfection  of  disciplineii 
From  the  parade  ground  the  General  repaired  for  a  few  mo- 
ments to  the  quarters  of  Generals  Brown  and  Scott,  at  Mn 
Cozzen's,  where  the  ladies  assembled  in  a  spacioos  room  ad« 
joining  the  library,  and  partook  of  refreshments  prepared  fer 
the  occasion.  At  half  past  two,  the  General  was  conducted  bj 
Cotenel  Thayer  to  the  splendid  library  of  the  mstttution,  where 
the  corps  of  Cadets  were  individually  presented  to  him  by 
Major  Worth ;  the  gentlemen  upon  the  Point  who  had  not 
previously  been  introduced,  were  then  presented  ;  after  which 
the  ladies  were  severally  introduced. 

From  the  library,  the  General  repaired  to  the  Mess-room 
of  the  Cadets,  elegandy  ^fitted  up  for  the  occasion,  and  sat 
down  to  a  dinner,  which,  whether  we  regard  the  quantity,  quaK- 
ty,  the  variety,  or  the  style  in  which  it  was  served  up,  we  may 
at  once  pronounce  a  sumptuous  one. — ^Including  the  Officers, 
Cadets,  the  Cincinnati,   Corporation   from   New-York,  and 

g tests,  more  dian  four  hundred  persons  sat  down  at  the  table, 
olonel  Thayer  presided,  assisted  by  Major  Worth.  General 
Lafayette  and  General  Scott  were  seated  on  the  right  of  die 
President,  and  General  Brown  and  Colonel  Variok  on  his  left. 
At  a  cross  table  at  die  head,  were  seated  the  nolembers  of  the 
Cincinnati,  and  at  another  similar  table,  at  the  other  end  of 
ihe  hall,  were  the  members  of  the  Corporation  of  New^Yoriu 
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nidi  Mr.  George  WasfiingtOD  La&yette,  on  tfae  ngbt  of  the 
Vice^Presidaot  The  room  was  taste^^  and  elegantly  de« 
eoreled.  Festooos  of  ever-green  were  auspended  from  pillar 
to  pillar,  in  every  direcUon  through  the  q)acioiis  hall.  Back 
of  tfae  President's  chair  hung  the  star-spangled  banner.  Over 
the  chair  was  a  lai^  spread,  and  elegantly  wrought  eagle^ 
with  the  words  ^*  September,  1757,"  issuing  from  the  stream*- 
tt  in  his  beak,  and  ^*  York-Town"  grasped  in  his  claws*  A 
crown  of  laurel,  interwoven  with  roses,  was  suspended  over  the 
General's  bead.  Over  the  window  on  his  right,  was  the  name 
of  Washington,  wrought  in  leaves  of  ever-green,  and  on  the 
left  that  of  Lafayette.  At  the  other  end  of  the  hall  hung  a 
fiiU-length  portrait  of  **  the  Father  of  bis  Country  f  and  upon 
die  right  wall,  in  the  centre,  that  of  Je&rsQn^  and  on  the  left. 
President  Adams. 

At  6  o'clock,  the  company  rose  from  the  table,  and  the 
General  and  hb  friends  re-embarked  on  board  of  the  James 
Kent,  Inid  proceeded  to  Newbuj^h. 

Through  the  whole  distance  of  the  Highlands,  the  hardy 
mountaineers  who  inhabit  many  <^  the  glens  manifested  tbenr 
respect  by  showing  themselves  ever  and  anon,  and  discharging 
their  muskets  from  the  crags  and  cliffii  which  in  some  places 
seem  to  frovm  over  the  heads  of  the  passing  traveller,  as  the 
steam-boat  ploughs  her  way  close  at  the  base  of  the  mountains. 
In  passing  Cold-Spring,  a  salute  was  fired  from  a  piece  of  ar» 
tiUery  stationed  near  the  shore  for  that  purpose.  A  salute  was 
also  fired  from  New-Windsor,  (near  the  old  Encampment  of 
tfae  Revolutionary  Army.)  Unfortunately,  however,  the  delay 
occasioned  by  the-raioming  accident,  had  detained  the  party  so 
long  that  the  shades  of  ni^t  began  now  to  close  in,  and  on  the 
arrival  of  the  steam-boat  at  Newburgh  the  twilight  had  so  far 
advanced  as  to  render  objects  indistinct  at  a  very  short  distance* 
A  corps  of  infimtry  were  drawn  up  in  handsome  array  upon 
die  wharf,  u>  receive  the  General,  by  whom  he  was  escorted 
to  the  Orange  Hotel,  where  he  was  received  by  the  colora- 
tion of  the  village,  by  the  President  of  which  he  was  addressed* 

The  Grenend  made  a  brief  and  pertinent  reply  to  this  ad- 
dress ;  after  which  he  entered  an  open  carriage  and  was  es- 
corted dirough  the  principal  streets  of  the  village,  which  were 
thronged'  with  people,  who  were  delighted  with  a  glimnse  of 
the  General's  face,  caught  even  by  the  aid  of  a  flickering  lamp  ; 
over  the  streets,  at  short  distances,  arches  had  been  erected 
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which  were  tatteftdly  festocMied  wkfa  ever«greens  and  Bcment 
Mkd  on  sey«*al  of  theoi  were  suspended  appropriate  inscrip^ 
tions.  •  On  one  of  diese  arches  was  die  foUowiog  inscriptiQii  :<*-« 
*f  Thrice  welcome  Lafayette  Columbia's  bright  Occideota) 
Star."  Another  arch  was  formed  by  the  planting  of  two  well 
grown  forest  trees,  and  bending  their  tops  together.  The  iiH 
scription  suspended  from  this  lofty  arch  was  too  high  for  the 
mys  of  our  feeble  lamp.  The  inscription  upon  another  arch 
was,  '*  Lafayette  and  Liberty — ^Welcome  Illustrious  Chief.'' 
But  the  arch  which  was  far  the  most  beautifii],  .was  erected  by 
the  ladies ;  it  extended  from  the  houses  on  each  side  of  the 
street,  and  formed  one  grand  and  two  smaller  arches ;  these 
were  so  richly  and  beautifully  ornamented  with  festoons  and 
flowers,  that  they  would  have  answered  well  for  decorations  to 
the  portals  of  the  temple  of  Flora  herself;  the  inscription  here 
was  *^  Welcome  our  hero,  Lafayette."  Having  returned  to 
the  Orange  Hotel,  an  address  was  presented  to  the  General  by 
Johannis  Miller,  Esq.  President  of  tlie  Orange  countf  Agri* 
ouhural  Society,  in  behalf  of  said  Society. 

The  General  was  then  ushered  into  the  grand  saloon  of  the 
Orange  Hotel,  attended  by  the  Committee  of  ArrangementSi 
consisting  of  Messrs.  Rose,  Rubles,  Smith,  Fisk,  and  others, 
logeAer  with  the  Trustees  of  the  village.  The  ladies  and 
genderoen  of  the  village,  and  several  hwidreds  from  the  ad«> 
joining  towns^  had  then  the  honour  of  a  presentation,  and  were 
received  with  the  aecustomed  afiability  and  kindness  of  otir 
illustrKMis  guest,  until,  completely  exhausted  with  the  fatigues 
of  the  day,  and  of  the  preceding  night,  he  was  compelled  to 
seek  a  few  hours  repose.  The  hall  of  audience  was  oma* 
mented  with  much  taste,  and  it  was  m  this  room  that  the  supt 
per-table  was  boontifully  spread,  at  11  o'ek)ck,  when  the 
General  was  sufficiently  refreshed  to  take  a  seat  at  the  table* 
On  the  right  of  the  chair  were  the  words — ^'*  Brandywine,  llth 
September,  1777,"  encircled  by  a  wreath  of  evei^reens,  and 
on  the  left,  the  words  "York-Town,  lOth  October,  1781," 
formed  in  the  same  manner.  At  the  other  end  of  the  hall  wag 
a  portrait  of  Washington,  and  the  whole  apartment  was  splen- 
didly decorated  with  festoons  and  flowers  of  every  variety  c£ 
the  season,  and  brilliantly  illuminated  by  the  light  of  several 
chandeliers,  reflected  from  a  large  number  of  elegant  mirrors. 

The  arrangements  at  this  place  were  extensive  and  unusual* 
ly  impodng,  but  the  time  of  the  General^  arrival  was  so  latsj^ 
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^t  much  derangement  was  the  consequence.  His  arrival  havn 
Ing  been  expected  the  day  before,  the  people  had  been  asseoH 
biing  for  nearly  two  days ;  and  it  was  computed  that,  indepen-* 
denSy  of  the  troops  on  duty,  there  were  at  least  10,000 
persons  in  the  village.  The  public  houses  were  all  illominated ; 
and  a  splendid  ball  was  given  at  Crawford's  Hotel. 

At  12  o'clock,  the  steam-boat  Chancellor  Livingston  which 
had  also  been  detained  on  her  passage  up  by  the  fog,  made 
her  appearance  from  Albany,  when  the  most  of  tli^  guests 
from  New-York,  both  ladies  and  gentlemen,  returned  to  the 
city.  Among  the  former  were  the  two  Miss  Wrights,  who 
have  lately  arrived  from  France,  and  whose  "Viewofthei 
American  Society  and  Manners,**  has  acquired  some  consH 
derable  notoriety.  The  Greneral  and  his  suite  came  on  board 
of  the  Kent  at  about  the  same  hour,  and  retired  to  rest,  when 
the  boat  made  sail,  and  before  day-light  anchored  off  Pougb* 
keepsie. 

Our  National  Guest  has  no  where  received  a  more  flatter* 
ing  recepdon,  than  at  the  beautifril,  ancient,  and  patriotic  vB* 
lage  of  Poughkeepsie ;  nor  has  more  promptitude,  vigour,  and 
taste,  been  displayed  in  the  arrangements  at  any  other  place. 
At  sun-rise  all  hands  were  **  piped"  on  deck,  sfnd  a  more  im* 

Ksing  spectacle  has  rarely  been  presented.  Hie  hi^  bhiA 
low  the  landing  place,  were  covered  with  troops,  and  Hxhh 
sands  of  citizens  were  crowding  the  wharves,  showing  them* 
selves  in  large  groups  from  the  neighbouring  heights,  and  win* 
dows  of  the  houses  standing  within  view  of  the  river.  All  ages 
and  sexes  seemed  to  press  anxiously  forward  to  show  their 
gratitude  to  their  welcome  visiter.  At  half  past  6  o'clock,  the 
boat  got  under  way,  and  took  a  turn  upon  the  river,  while  a 
salute  was  fired  by  a  corps  of  artillery  stationed  upon  one  of 
the  heights'.  When  the  General  appeared  upon  deck,  the 
welkin  rang  with  the  cheers  fix)m  the  crowds  upon  the  shores 
which  were  returned  fit)m  the  boat.  The  boat  was  then 
drawn  up  to  the  wharf,  where  a  company  of  horse,  many  of 
&e  officers  of  General  Brush's  division  on  horseback,  al 
inounted  on  elegant  horses,  and  in  complete  uniform,  together 
with  several  uniform  companies,  were  drawn  up  in  great  or* 
der  under  the  direction  of  Major-General  Brush,  assisted  by 
Colonel  Cunningham.  General  Lafayette  was  then  conducted 
by  Thomas  T.  Oakley,  General  James  Tallmadge,  Judg# 
£mott,  and  Philo  Ruggle^,  Esq.  to  a  baroucbei  with  im 
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betatiibl  white  hones,  in  which  die  Geaeral  lobkhis  seat,  «!• 
tended  bjr  Cdonel  Huger,  of  South  Carolina,  General  Van 
Gourtland,  General  Fish,  and  General  Lewis.  A  barouche, 
abo  drawn  hj  four  white  horses,  was  then  drawn  ap,  which 
was  occupied  hj  the  son  of  General  Lafajette,  and  gientlemen 
attending  them.  After  being  conducted  to  the  pleasant  and 
extensive  piazsa  in  firont  of  Mr.  Forbus'  house,  and  after  bemg 
introduced  to  the  clergy  and  eentlemen  attending,  he  was  cor- 
dially addressed  by  Colonel  Henry  A.  LivingstcMi. 

To  this  address,  the  General  retumed  a  neat  and  feeling 
reply. 

A  procession  was  then  formed  under  the  direction  of  the 
eommittee,  to  the  Poaghkeepsie  hotel,  at  about  8  o'clock,  where 
the  General  sat  down  to  a  sumptuous  breakfast,  handsomely 
served  up  by  Mr.  Myer.  At  the  head  of  the  table  bung  the 
well-known  and  venerated  portrait  of  Washington,  and  at  the 
opposite  end,  the  Grand  Banner  of  St.  Tammany.  On  each 
side  of  the  hall,  at  suitable  distances,  were  suspended  banners, 
with  the  arms,  name,  and  motto,  of  each  state  in  the  union. 
Over  the  centre  of  the  table,  hung  a  canopy  formed  of  festocMis 
of  flowers  and  ever-greens,  of  various  kinds,  belted  by  a  riband» 
on  which  was  inscribed  the  names  of  the  thirteen  original  States. 
Over  the  folding  doors,  were  the  well-known  words  of  "  Wel- 
come Lafayette"  made  with  great  accuracy,  wholly  of  pink<* 
coloured  blossoms  of  china-astor,  and  on  one  of  the  walls, 
were  inscribed  the  names  of  WashineUm  and  Lafayette,  wrought 
m  laurel  leaves,  and  encircled  in  garlands  of  flowers*  Dire^y 
m  front  of  the  General's  seat,  stood  a  representation  of  the 
temple  of  Fame ;  and  the  whole  suite  of  apartments  were  de> 
oorated  in  a  style  to  correspond  with  the  above. 

Immediately  after  breakfast,  and  with  a  praise-worthy  prompt'- 
n6S3,  the  escort  was  formed,  and  the  General  was  attended  to 
the  boat  with  every  possible  mark  of  respect ;  the  troops  again 
repaired  to  the  heights ;  and  on  hauling  into  the  stream,  ano- 
ther salute  was  fired  from  the  artillery,  and  afterwards  several 
vollies  of  musketry  were  fired,  with  a  precision  which  the  Gene^ 
ral  was  pleased  to  say  resembled  very  much  the  firing  of  reguli^ 
troops.  The  shores  were  agam  lined  with  people,  imi  cheered 
in  ail  directions. 

Passmg  rapidly  up  the  river,  preparations  were  made  for 
landing  with  Governor  Lewis,  at  the  dock,  near  his  eleganl 
country  seat    The  boat  arrived  at  about  12  o'clock,  and  o^ 
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eeming  akmg  ttde,  cairiages  were  found  in  readiness  to  coavejr 
the  paitjr  to  the  mansion  which  stood  at  some  distance  from 
liie  road,  which  wound  through  a  beautiful  cqpse  to  the  house. 
On  afightmg,  tbe>  General  and  suite  were  introduced  to  the 
family,  and  were  shortly  after  introduced  into  an  apartment, 
where  an  elegant  collation  was  provided  :  peaches,  grapes,  and 
melons,  were  mingled  with  more  substantial  fare,  and  every 
iwety  of  wine  sparkled  on  the  table.  After  remaining  an 
hour  and  a  half,  the  General  took  leave  of  this  hospitable  familyi 
and  embarked,  in  order  to  condone  his  voyage  to  Albany. 

Soon  afterwards,  in  passing  the  seat  of  James  Thompson,  Esq. 
a  boat  came  off  with  a  large  basket  of  peaches,  of  enormous  size, 
and  excellent  flavour,  and  with  several  elegant  bouquets  of 
flowers. 

In  passing  the  landing  at  Kingston,  (four  miles  from  the  vil* 
lage,)  a  large  collection  were  found  to  have  assembled ;  a  sa- 
lute was  fired  from  the  shore,  and  hearty  cheers  given  and 
returned.  At  tliis  place,  Cobnel  Henry  Livingston,  who  com- 
manded a  regiment  under  Lafayette  in  Rhode  Island,  and  at 
Valley  Foree,  came  on  board.  The  General  had  just  been 
inquiring  of  Cokxiel  Fish,  what  had  become  of  his  old  friend 
Henry  livingslon,  and  received  him  most  affectionately. 

The  steam-boat  arrived  at  Clermont  at  about  4  o^clock  in  the 
afternoon,  and  came  to  anchor  off  the  elegant  mansion  of 
Robert  L.  Livingston,  Esq.  formerly  the  seat  of  the  late  Chan- 
ceUor  Livingston.  Before  the  boat  arrived  at  the  dock,  it  was 
discovered  that  the  groves  were  literally  alive  with  people,  of 
all  ages  and  sexes,  equally  anxious  with  the  hospitable  proprie* 
tor,  to  manifest  dieir  respect  for  their  expected  guest,  and  greet 
his  landing.  But  while  the  rocks  and  glens,  and  even  trees  to^ 
their  top-most  branches,  presented  this  animated  spectacle,  the 
General,  his  suite,  and  friends,  were  still  more  surprised  by  the 

rarance  upon  the  lawn  of  this  romantic  and  secluded  place, 
regiment  of  well*disciplined  troops,  drawn  up  to  receive 
him. — ^There  were  several  vessels  at  anchor  in  the  stream,  one 
of  which  (a  lai^e  sloop)  was  decorated  with  flags,  and  a  streamer 
floated  from  her  mast,  with  the  motto  of  "  Welcome  Lafayette,'* 
b  large  letters.  On  landmg,  a  salute  was  fired  from  this  vessel^ 
which  was  unexpectedly  returned  ^m  a  field  piece  planted  in 
a  thick  copse  of  trees  upon  the  shore.  The  General  then  as- 
cended the  shore,  and  was  conducted  by  Grenerals  Lewis  and 
Fish,  to  the  numsion  of  Mr.  Livingston,  where  he  was  receive4 
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by  Ait  gendevran  with  the  utmost  courtesy  and  cordiality.*-* 
After  the  friends  of  Mr.  Livingston,  assembted  on  the  oceasioOf 
had  been  presented,  the  General  reviewed  the  troiopa  upon  the 
lawn,  by  whom  be  was  honoured  with  a  feu  de  jate.  At  tfab 
moment,  a  tong  procession  of  the  ancient  and  honourable  friir 
temity  of  Freemasons,  consisting  of  a  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch 
Masons,  and  the  members  of  "  Widow's  Son  Lodge,"  of  Red- 
book,  emerged  from  a  grove,  and  on  beuig  presented  to  the 
General,  an  appropriate  address  was  delivered  by  Palmer  Cook, 
Esq.  W.  M.  of  the  aforementioned  lodge. 

After  a  brief  and  pertinent  reply,  the  General  accepted  of  aa 
mvitation  to  visit  the  seat  of  Edward  P.  Livingston,  Esq.  which 
is  situated  but  a  short  distance  to  the  north,  upon  the  same  d^ 
vated  and  beautiful  plain.  His  reception  was  equally  cordial 
and  flattering  as  before.  An  excellent  cold  collation,  together 
with  refreshments  of  every  suitable  kind,  were  served  up. 
And  while  the  company  were  partaking  of  these,  the  steam* 
boat  Richmond,  Captain  William  Wiswall,  came  gayly  down, 
and  anchored  along  side  of  the  James  Kent,  having  on  board 
Maior-Geileral  Jacob  Rutsen  Van  Rensselaer,  and  suite,  Bri* 
^  gadier-Greneral  Fleming,  and  suite,  the  Mayor,  of  Hudson, 
*  (Rufus  Reed,  Esq.)  Dr.  Tallman,  late  May<H«,  and  Colonel 
strong,  as  delegates  from  the  city  of  Hudsoo,  together  with 
d)e  Hudson  Band,  and  two  elegant  unifonn  companies^  under 
the  command  of  Colonel  Edwards.  This  additbn  ta  the  com-^ 
pany  already  on  the  ground,  repaired  immediitolv  to  the  sett 
of  Mr.  E.  P.  Livingston,  from  wnence,  after  refreabments  were 
served  out  to  them  by  Mr.  L.  and  Commodore  WiswaU  k 

Eerson,  General  Lafayette  was  escorted  back  to  the  seat  d*  hie 
beral  entertainer.  As  night  came  on,  the  tteops  and  .crowd 
from  the  country  dispersed,  and  the  Hudson  troops  w^e  takoi 
on  board  of  the  steam-boat  James  Kent,  where  refreshments 
were  ordered,  and  the  forward  deck  and  cabin  assigned  to  them 
for  the  night.  In  the  evening  the  whole  of  Mr.  L's.  splendid 
suite  of  apartments  were  brilliantly  lighted  up,  and  an  elegant 
ball  was  given  in  honour  of  die  General's  company.  The  a»» 
semblage  was  very  numerous,  and  a  brilliant  cbcle  of  ladieti 
arrayed  in  all  the  charm  of  health,  beauty,  and  rich  and  elegant 
dresses,  were  contributing  Id  the  festivity  and  joy  of  the  occa- 
sion, by  "  tripping  the  light  fantastic  toe,"  or  by  oooversatka 
sparkled  with  wit,  or  adorned  by  the  graces  of  polished  maD* 
oers  and  education.    Among  the  guests  this  evening,  in  additkA 
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to  those  Already  named,  were  the  Honoumble  Edward  Liraig' 
trtcm,  of  New-Orleans,  the  Honourable  Walter  Patterson,  Gap- 
tain  Ridgeiey,  of  the  Navy^  the  Honourable  Peter  R.  Liring* 
•aton,  A.  Vanderpool,  Esq.  of  Kinderhook,  Mrs.  Montgomeiy, 
(widow  of  the  gallant  General  who  fell  at  Quebec,)  and,  manjr 
others  whose  names  are  not  recollected.  During  the  evening 
a  sumptuous  supper  was  served  up  in  a  style  of  magnificence 
rarely,  if  ever  equalled  in  this  country.  The  room  selected  for 
this  part  of  thefete^  was  an  extensire  Greenhouse,  or  Orangery, 
«nd  the  effect  wag  mdescribably  fine.  The  tables  had  been 
made  and  fitted  fer  ibis  occasion,  and  were  spread  beneath  a 
ki^e  grove  of  Orange  and  Lemon  trees,  vf  ith  bending  bnmches 
of  fruit,  and  many  other  species  of  exotic  shrubs  and  plants. 
Flora  idao,  had  profiisefy  scattered  her  blossoms ;  and  the 
whole  scene  seemed  to  partake  of  enchantment*  The  beholder 
stood  gazing,  as  if  bound  by  the  wizard  spell  of  the  Magician.. 
The  night  was  dark  and  rainy ;  but  this  contributed  to  the 

S^neral  effect  of  the  ^e,  inasmuch  as  the  darkness  heightened 
e  effect  of  the  thousand  lamps  by  which  the  surrounding 
groves  were  iliumimited.  There  was  also  a  fine  exhibition  c? 
fireworks,  which  bad  been  prepared  and  brought  from  New- 
York  for  the  occasion.  It  having  been  found  inconvenient  to 
{vrovide  suppers  for  so  many  on  board  of  the  boat,  the  whole 
detachment  of  troops  were  invited  by  Mr.  L.  to  supper  in  the 
Crreen  bouse,  which  invitation  was  accepted.  At  10  o'ck)ck, 
General  Lafayette  retired  fit>m  this  scene  of  gayety  and  beauty, 
and  at  two  the  hall  was  cbsed,  and  the  company  separated, 
not  only  highfy-  gratified  whh  the  entertainment,  but  with  the 
manner  in  which  it  was  got  up  and  imparted  to  his  guests,  by 
Mr;  L»  whose  style  of  living  closely  approximates  that  of  the 
1^1  English  gentleman,  and  whose  wealth  is  equalled  by  h» 
kindness  and  liberality. 

'  At  9  o'clock  on  Friday,  the  General  again  embarked,  and 
proceeded 'On  his  way,  and  before  10  o'clock,  was  in  sight  of 
Catskill.  The  long  wharf  which  projects  half  a  mile  into  the 
river,  was  occupied  by  two  battalions  of  trbops. — ^The  high- 
lands whk^h  nearly  exclude  the  whole  village  from  a  view  of 
the  river,  were  covered  with  people,  and  on  the  arrival  of  the 
James  Kent  at  the  dock,  a  sahite  of  13  gtms  was  fired  from 
the  artillery  on  one  of  the  heightis.  The  arrangements  of 
Cteneral  Lafayette  rendered  it  absolutely  necessary  that  be 
should  be  at  Albany  on  that  day  to  dinner,  and  henee  isi 
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otterljT  impossible  for  him  tomakoanjr  stay  at  Clit8kin»  akboai^ 
he  was  earaesdy  pressed  to  dine  by  a  very  respectable  delegn- 
tion*  The  General,  to  gratify  the  feelings  ot  thousands  who 
were  assembled  at  the  landing  to  hail  bis  arrival,  and  Irid  him 
welcome,  consented  to  land  and  pass  through  the  principal 
streets,  in  an  elegant  carriage,  accompanied  *by  the  Committee 
of  Arrangements,  and  escorted  by  the  military,  and  a  large 
assemblage  of  citizens  in  procession.  In  front  of  Crowell's 
Hotel  the  procession  halted,  and  the  General  was  received  by 
the  acclamations  of  a  large  concourse  of  people,  eager  to  see^ 
and  embrace  the  Nation's  Guest.  Amongst  the  company 
was  a  body  of  the  heroes  of  the  revohition,  whose  fiinrowed 
features,  silver  locks,  and  tottering  steps,  bespoke  age  and  hard 
8er\ice.  But  at  the  sight  of  then*  old  General,  they  rushed 
forward  to  meet  the  quick-extended  grasp  of  their  old  Com- 
mander. Among  the  number,  was  an  old  servant  who  was 
with  Lafayette  when  he  was  wounded  at  the  batde  of  Brandy- 
wine.  This  was  a  touching  sc«ie,  few  eyes  were  dry,  either 
among  the  actors  or  spectators ;  but  the  General's  time  was 
so  short,  that  he  was  constrained  to  leave  the  fiirther  honours 
that  awaited  him  in  this  place,  hid  adieu  to  the  cttizensy  and 
embark  for  Hudson. 

The  boat  arrived  at  Hudson  a  few  minutes  before  2  o'clock; 
but  the  same  reason  that  prevented  a  longer  stay  a  CatskiU, 
also  rendered  it  impossible,  consistent  with  his  arrangem^tSi 
to  make  any  considerable  stay  here.  On  landing,  the  crowd 
was  so  great  that  it  was  almost  impossible  to  proceed,  not-* 
withstanding  the  active  exertions  of  Cokxiel  Darling,  the 
Marshal  of  the  day,  assisted  by  the  military.  The  General 
was  conducted  to  an  elegant  barouche,  drawn  by  four^beauti- 
ful  black  horses,  attended  by  four  grooms  in  a  special  lively. 
After  the  Greneral,  folbwed  a  number  of  other  carriages,  widi 
bis  retinue,  and  the  difierent  delegates  from  the  river  towns. 
The  processk>n  passed  up  Ferry  to  Warren-street,  where  an 
arch  was  erecteo,  which  for  its  size  and  elegance  of  construe* 
tion,  exceeded  any  that  had  been  previoudy  seen  on  the  tour* 
The  whole  street,  whrch  is  more  than  a  mile  in  length,  waa 
choked  with  the  crowd.  And  the  windows,  as  at  CatakiHi 
were  filled  with  ladies,  whose  snow->white  hands  and  handke^- 
diiefs,  were  gracefully  waved  in  the  air,  while  theeiowd  in  die 
fireets  were  cheering,  and  the  General,  with  hb  usual  conde^ 
,  was  bowing,  or  endeavouring  to  bow,  to  every  mdiit- 
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-dual  m  fbe  muhttode.  About  half-way  up  tbe  street,  stood 
another  arch,  elegantly  adorned;  and  at  the  head  of  the 
town  was  a  third,  superior  to  all,  on  the  top  of  which  stood  a 
colossal  figure  of  the  Genius  of  Liberty,  well  proportioned  and 
jMinted,  holding  in  her  hand  the  American  standard,  which  be- 
ing of  unusual  size,  floated  b  the  air  with  an  imposing  effect 
To  each  of  the  arches  of  which  we  have  spoken,  were  suspended 
appropriate  inscriptions.  On  arriving  at  the  square,  at  the 
head  of  Warren-etreet,  the  procession  wheeled  and  returned  to 
the  Court*house,  when  the  troops  and  citizens  opened  to  the 
right  and  left,  and  all  that  could,  passed  through,  and  up  to  the 
Court-room.  All  the  seats  witnout  the  bar  were  filled  with 
the  ^  Daughters  of  Columbia,''  formmg  a  large  and  interesting 
group  of  well'-dressed  and  beautiful  females.  The  Court- 
room was  superbly  decorated— Klisplaying  more  labour,  taste, 
and  skill,  than  any  decorations  of  the  kbd  that  were  seen  on 
the  route.  At  the  entrance  of  the  bar,  on  either  side,  stood 
a  beautiiul  Corinthian  pillar,  with  caps  and  cornices  of  the  com- 
posite order  of  architecture,  elegantly  wrought  and  ornamented 
with  leaves  and  gold.  On  the  top  of  each  of  these  pillars  was 
placed  a  gkbe,  and  the  whole  were  united  at  the  top' by  a 
chain  of  flowers  of  every  hue,  festooned  with  laurel  and  roses. 
The  Greoeral  was  conducted  to  this  rich  and.  beautiful  portal, 
where  His  Honour  the  Mayor  delivered  an  interesting  address. 

General  Lafayette  briefly  replied  to  the  address,  alter  which 
die  members  of  the  Common  Council  were  severally  presented 
to  him..  A  most  interesting  and  afiecting  spectacle  was  then 
presented ;  sixty-eight  veterans  of  the  revolution,  who  had  cd- 
lected  fi<un  the  d^erent  parts  of  the  country,  formed  a  part  of 
the  procession,  and.  were  next  presented ;  and  it  so  happened 
that  several  of  them  were  officers,  and  many  of  them  soldiers 
who  bad  served  with  Lafayette.  Notwithstanding  that  they 
were  admonished  that  the  greatest  haste  was  necessary,  yet 
•every  one  had  something  to  say ;  and  when  they  jp-asped  his 
,  firiendly  hand,  each  seeined  reluctant  to  release  it.  One  of 
them  came  up  with  a  sword  in  his  hand,  which,  as  he  passed, 
he  remarked  was  "  given  to  him  by  the  Marquis,"  at  such  a 
place,  ^*  m  Rhode  JUaod.""  Another,  with  a  tear  glistenine  in 
liis  eye,  as  he  shook  the  hand  of  the  Genera],  observed — *^  loa. 
Cur,  gave  me  the  first  guinea  I  ever  had  in  my  life— I  shall 
iie«r  foqjet  that." 

Hie  offieeis  of  the  militia  wera  next  presented,  afid  aftsr 
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them,  the  ladies.  But  time  ivould  not  allow  of  dekf ;  and 
many  thousands  who  were  eagerly  pressing  forward,  were  duh 
Eppointed  in  not  being  introduced  to  the  man  whom  tbej  bad 
assembled  to  honour.  •  In  passing  down  the  street,  however,  on 
tu'riving  opposite  Allen's  hotel,  where  arrangements  had  been 
made  for  the  dinner,  the  solicitations  were  so  warm  and  earnest, 
that  the  General  was  constrained  to  alight  and  take  a  glass  of 
wine  in  the  long  room.  And  here,  again,  was  presented  a 
specimen  of  Hudson  taste,  which  deserves  every  cemmendatioo. 
The  hail  was  decorated  in  a  style  of  elegance,  that  woald  com- 
pare only  with  the  Court-house.  The  General  slopped  but 
for  a  moment,  when  he  re-entered  his  carriage,  and  returned 
to  the  boat,  followed  by  the  shouts  and  blessings  of  thousands. 
On  leaving  the  dock,  three  cheers  were  given  by  the  muhittide, 
and  returned  from  the  boat — after  which  a  ^lute  was  fired  from 
the  hill  near  the  Observatory.  In  passing  op  the  river,  the 
docks  at  the  villages  of  Coxsackie,  New*Baltimore,  and  Coey^ 
mans,  were  crowded  with  people,  who  cheered  the  General 
repeatedly,  and  with  as  much  enthusiasm  as  though  they  had 
had  a  nearer  view.  At  Castleton,  a  large  collection  of  peojde 
had  assembled,  and  a  salute  was  fired  fi-om  a  sit.  pounder. 

In  consequence  of  the  unavoidable  delays  on  the  way,  a 
freshet  in  th^  river,  the  contrary  winds  and  tide,  the  James 
Kent  did  not  arrive  at  her  moorings  at  the  Overslaugh,  until  five 
o'clock  (on  Friday)— three  hours  later  than  was  originally  con- 
templated. The  consequence  was,  that  the  arrangements  of 
the  committee  for  the  city  of  Albany  were  deranged  ;  the  coi»» 
mittee  themselves,  consisting  of  Alderman  Townsend  and 
Humphrey,  Colonel  Bacon,  and  others,  (in  addition  to  the 
New- York  delegation,  which  had  accompanied  the  General 
from  New-York,)  who  had  been  waiting  to  receive  their  guest, 
were  much  fatigned ;  and  the  troops,  who  had  been  on  duty 
since  7  o'clock  in  the  morning,  without  refi*eshroent,  were 
nearly  exhausted.  On  landing,  the  General  was  conducted  n> 
a  superb  landeau,  drawn  by  tour  white  horses,  and  carriages 
^were  in  readiness  for  the  gentlemen  accompanying  him.  The 
tirocession  was  quickly  formed,  and  moved  rapidly  on  to  Green* 
bush,  escorted  by  a  detachment  of  horse,  commanded  faf 
'Major  General  Solomon  Van  Rensselaer,  Marshal  of  the  day, 
'assisted  by  Colonel  Cooper.  On  arriving  at  the  centre  of  «e 
Tillage,-  the  General  was  conducted  to  a  large  marquee,  erectad 
lieneath  an  arch, 'similar  to  those  heretofore  described,  and 
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Dearing  ajqpropriate  inacriptioosy  where  be  was  recdived  bf  die 
members  of  the  Corporation,  who  welcomed  him  with  an  ap* 
.  propriate  address ;  alter  which,  refresfamentB  were  served,  apd 
the  procession  moved  on.    Night  was  now  rapidly  setting  in) 
y  and  the  delay  at  the  Ferry,  for  the  want  of  a  sufficient  number 
of  boats,  rendered  it  quite  dark  when  the  General  landed  in 
Albany*    It  was,  however,  easy  to  discern,  that  the  prepara- 
tions for  the  event  had  been  extensive,  and  that  a  prodigious 
assemblage  of  people  were  yet  impatiently  awaiting  his  approach* 
He  was  wekomedj  in  behalf  of  the  citizens,  by  Stephen  Lxuhf 
Esq.  one  of  the  oldest  and  most  respectable  of  the  inhabitants 
of  Albany,  who  rode  in  the  carriage  with  him*    A  large  d^ 
tachment  of  troops  were  on  duty,  and  a  salute  was  fired  by  a 
corps  of  artillery,  stationed  near  the  Ferry-stairs,  which  wad 
answered  by  the  old  Clinton  field-piece,  which  has  long  stood 
upon  the  hill  back  of  Albany,  to  send  its  thunder  forth,  edunng 
among  the  distant  hills,  on  all  patriotic  occasions*    On  entering 
the  city,  the  procession  passed  under  an  arch,  inscribed  *'  The 
Hero  is  Welcome."    Atthe  junction  of  Church  and  Somh 
Market-streets,  stood  another  arch,  large  and  beautiful,  inscrib* 
ed,  "  We  remember  thy  deeds — ^We  revere  thy  worth — ^We 
k>ve  thy  virtues."    At  the  foot  of  Beaver-street,  near  the  Mi»* 
seum,  stood  a  third  stupendous  arch,  displaying  by  its  festooM 
and  the  disposition  and  variety  of  flowers  interwoven  with  evaiw 
greens,  much  beauty  in  itself,  and  taste  in  the  ladies,  whoae 
delicate  fingers  had  formed  and  ornamented  it.*-On  entering 
the  foot  of  State-street,  on  the  site  of  the  Old  Dutch  Chucoh, 
stood  a  temple,  richly  ornamented,  around  the  pillars  of  wfaicb 
the  ivy  was  graoefiilly  entwined.    On  the  top  of  the  temple, 
stood  a  large  living  eagle,  who  proudly  flapped  his  wings  as  the 
chieftain  passed.    Many  of  the  houses  were  illuminated,  among  , 
which  were  the  capitol,  and  the  whole  block  of  Gr^ory'a 
buildings,  including  the  houses  of  Chancellor  Sanford,  m* 
Gregory,  Isaac  Hamilton,  Esq.  and  the  extensive  estabUsluneill 
of  Mr.  Cruttenden.    On  the  fi-ont  of  the  latter  was  a  transpa* 
rency,  executed  by  Inman,  of  this  city,  representing  the  recep« 
tion  of  General  Lafayette  by  the  Genius  of  Liberty,  who  pm* 
fers  him  a  scroll ;  and  in  the  back  ground  was  seen  the  ship 
Cadmus,  in  which  he  made  his  passage  from  France.     The 
elevated  situation  of  these  lofty  buildings,  contributed  to  givv 
the  illumination  a  splendid  and  elegant  appearance ;  and  the 
efl!ect  was  greatly  heightened  by  the  bright  light  cast  upon  ftm 
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fluEtaiy^  die  oaTalcade,  and  the  iminebde  eonoourse  of  peoide^ 
who  odierwise  would  only  have  been  felt  instead  of  seen.  On 
ili^tmg  at  the  capitoli  the  General  waa  conducted  to  the  Se- 
nate Chambery  wliere  he  was  received  by  the  Honourable 
Ambroae  Spencer,  Mayor  of  the  city,  and  the  members  of  the 
Corporation.  He  was  addressed  by  the  Mayor  in  the  follow- 
ing words  >— 

^  Sir— Your  visit  to  diis  country  is  received  with  universal 
and  heartfelt  joy.  Your  claims  upon  the  gratitude  and  the 
friendship  of  this  Nation,  arise  from  your  heroic  devodon  to  its 
freedom,  and  your  uniform  assertion  to  the  rights  of  man.  The 
progress  of  dme  has  attested  the  purity  of  your  character,  and 
die  lustre  of  your  heroism }  and  the  whole  course  of  your  life 
has  evinced  those  exalted  virtues,  which  were  first  displayed 
m  favour  of  the  independence  and  liberty  of  America* 
'  ^  In  the  hour  of  difficulty  and  peril,  when  America,  without 
allies,  without  credit,  with  an  enlteebled  government,  and  with 
scanty  means  of  resistance,  confiding  in  the  justice  of  her  cause 
and  the  protection  of  Heaven,  was  combating  ibr  her  liberdes, 
against  a  nation,  powerful  in  resources  and  all  the  materials  for 
war,  when  our  prospects  of  success  were  by  many  con^dered 
more  than  doubtful,  if  not  desperate,  you  devoted  all  your 
energies  and  all  your  means  to  our  defence ;  and  after  witness- 
bg  our  triumpimnt  success,  your  life  has  been  consecrated  to 
the  vindication  of  the  liberties  of  the  old  world. 

'^  When  Franklin,  the  wisest  man  of  the  age,  pronounced 
jtm  the  most  distinguished  person  he  ever  knew,  when  Wash- 
uigton,  the  illustrious  hero  of  the  new  world,  honoured  you 
with  friendship  the  most  sincere,  and  with  confidence  the  most 
unlimited,  they  evinced  their  Just  discernment  of  character,  and 
foresaw  the  further  display  oi  faculties  and  virtues  which  would 
identify  your  name  with  liberty,  and  demonstrate  your  well 
founded  claims  to  the  gradtude,  the  love,  and  the  admiradoa 
of  mankind. 

"  The  few  surviving  statesmen  and  soldiers  of  the  Revolu- 
tion have  gathered  around  you  as  a  friend  and  a  brother — the 
generation  that  has  risen  up  since  your  departure,  cherish  the 
aame  feelings,  and  those  that  wUl  appear  in  the  successive 
future  ages,  will  hail  you  as  the  benefactor  of  America,  and  the 
hero  of  liber^.  In  every  heart  you  have  a  friend,  and  your 
•ulogium  is  pronounced  by  every  tongue.  In  behalf  of  the  b- 
habitants  of  this  ancient  ci^,  I  welcome  you  most  cordially. 
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ttid  tender  to  you  their  civic  boDOurs.  I  salute  you  as  an 
illustrious  benefactor  of  our  country ;  and  I  supplicate  tbe 
blessings  of  Heaven  on  a  life  sanctified  b  the  sublime  cause  of 
heroic  virtue  and  disinterested  benevolence.'' 

To  this  address,  which  we  beg  leave  to  pronounce  foieible 
and  elegant,  the  General  returned  the  following  reply :-» 

*<  Sir — ^The  enk)ynients  of  my  visit  to  the  beaudful  and  hap- 
ly  shores  of  the  North  Itiver,  cannot  but  be  highly  enhanced 
\j  the  afiectionate  reception,  the  civic  testimonies  of  esteem^ 
vmich  are  conferred  upon  me  in  this  dty,  and  by  the  manner 
in  which  you  are  pleased  to  express  sentiments  so  gratifying  to 
my  heart.  Not  half  a  century  has  elapsed  since  this  pkoe^ 
ancient,  but  small,  was  my  bead  quarters,  on  the  frontiers  of . 
an  extensive  wilderness,  since  as  commander  in  the  northern 
department,  I  had  to  receive  the  oath  of  renunciation  to  a  royal 
distant  government,  of  alle«ance  to  the  more  legitimate  sove- 
reignty of  the  people  of  the  United  States.  Now,  Sir,  Albany 
has  become  a  considerable  city ;  is  the  central  seat  of  the  au« 
tfaorities  of  the  state  of  New-York.  Those  wildernesses  rank 
among  the  most  popubus,  the  best  cultivated  parts  of  the  unioo* 
This  riiring  generation,  has,  in  two  gtorious  wars,  and  stilt  mote 
so  in  her  admirable  institutions,  asserted  an  indisputable  SQpe* 
liority  over  the  proud  pretenders  to  a  contrd  upon  her. 

**To  these  happy  recollections,  Sir,  you  have  the  goodneM 
to  add  remembrances  of  m^  early  admission  among  the  sons 
and  soldiers  of  America,  of  finendships  the  most  honourable  aad 
dear  to  me.  I  wUl  not  attempt  to  express  the  fedings  thai, 
crowd  on  my  mind,  and  shall  only  be^  you,  Sir,  and  the  gte- 
demen  of  the  Corporatk)n,  to  accept  me  tribute  of  my  respect- 
ful and  devoted  gratitude,  for  the  city  of  Aflmny  and  her 
worthy  magistrates." 

The  members  of  tbe  Common  Council,  and  those  firienda 
who  had  been  specially  invited,  having  been  introduced,  the 
General  was  then  conducted  to  the  Governor's  apartmentt 
where  he  was  received  by  hb  ExceUnicy  Governor  I  ates,  who 
addressed  him  as  folfows  :-— 

**  General — ^A  million  and  a  half  of  freemen  congratulate  yon 
on  your  arrival  in  this  state ;  and  as  their  chief  magistrate,  and 
in  their  behalf,  I  bid  you  welcome. 

^'  On  your  appearance,  the  recollection  of  former  da3rs  recur 
lo  us  afresh,  but  it  is  impossible  to  give  our  ideas  utterance. 

**  TSiose  annHig  us  whose  immediate  ancestors  or  conneadoM 
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were  actively  engaged  in  that  arduous  and  orighty  eSM  for  a 
natibn's  freedom— in  which  you  so  esseotially  contributed,  ex^ 
perience  emotions  the  most  exquisite,  on  this  happy  and  highly 
mteresting  occasion ;  and  if  this  be  so  with  regaiti  to  them,  wha 
can  describe  the  sensations  of  the  few  surviving  revolutiixiary 
soldiers  and  patriots,  your  companions  in  arms. 

^  It  is  impossible  for  language  to  depict  the  fedings  of  a 
grateful  nation,  emancipated  from  thraldom  by  your  aid — hap* 
py  in  the  full  enjoyment  of  their  rights  and  privileges,  and 
TOurishing  in  arts,  on  beholding  their  distinguished  benefactor, 
(who  is  so  justly  ranked  among  the  most  prominent  of  their  de- 
Everers)  again  revisiting  their  shores,  after  an  absence  of  twcK 
•core  years. 

**  It  is,  General,  one  of  die  most  pleasant  circumstances  of 
my  life,  that  I  am  favoured  with  the  honour  of  pOTsonally  ad* 
dmssing  you ;  and  may  the  bieasing  of  the  Almighty  a]way9 
attend  you,  and  may  your  course  through  life  be  as  happy  as  it 
has  been  glorious.'' 

This  affectionate  address  was  answered  by  General  Lafay- 
ette, as  follows : — 

''Sir — The  kind  welcome  you  are  pleased  to  express  in 
behalf  of  the  free  and  happy  citizens  of  the  State  of  New-York, 
fa  an  additional  claim  to  my  gratitude  towards  them,  and  a  par*. 
tiGuiar  obligadon  conferred  upon  me  by  their  respected  chief 
magistrate.  * 

**The  inexpressible  feelings,  which  the  presence  of  ray  revo- 
lufkmary  companions,  and  the  aflfeetion  and  esteem  of  the  suc^ 
ceeding  generations  could  not  fail  to  excite,  mingle  in  my  heart 
wkb  the  delight  I  enjoy  fixnn  the  sight  of  the  wonderful  im* 

r>remehts,  superior  to  die  most  sanguine  anticipations,  which, 
the  space  of  forty  years,  have  so  clearly  evinced  the  power 
of  enlightened  patriotism  under  republican  institutions. 

' "  I  beg  your  Excellency  to  accept  my  affectionate  and  re- 
spectful acknowledgments." 

The  suite  of  the  Grovemor  having  been  presented  to  the 
Grencral,  together  with  his  Excellency's  particular  friends,  he 
was  conducted  from  the  capitol  to  the  residence  of  Matthew 
Ghregory,  Esq.  (who  mounted  the  ramparts  with  Liafarette  and 
.  Hamilton  at  York-Town,)  where  many  of  the  most  distinguished 
gehtletnen  of  the  city  and  state,  were  assembled  to  pay  him 
dieir  respects.  Among  them  were  Governor  CKnton,  the 
ChdnceUor,  and  Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court,  the  Lieut* 
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CSovernor,  and  principal  ofiicers  of  die  state,  8cc  tec.  After 
remaining  here  for  the  space  of  an  hour,  the  General  was  at- 
tended to  the  lodgings  prepared  for  him  at  Cruttenden's,  and 
Inhere  a  rich  and  bountiful  supper  was  spread  for  the  Corponh 
tion  and  its  guests.  The  Mayor  presided  at  this  ent^taimnenti 
assisted  by  Alderman  Van  Ingen ;  and  a  numb^  of  toasts  were 
drank  by  way  of  concluding  the  banquet. 

O^er  head,  b  front  of  the  chair  of  the  president,  was  die 
painted  inscriptbn — ^  Lafayette  the  Guest  of  the  Nation,"  and 
on  the  reverse — ^  York-Town,  October  19th,  1781."  Among 
die  festoons  were  the  words  wrought  in  flowers—*^'  Flora's 
^Tribnte."  On  the  right  of  the  chair  bung  the  portrait  of  La- 
fayette, painted  in  1783 ;  and  on  the  left  that  or  the  late  Robert 
Imrris.  Farther  down  the  room  stood  a  marble  pedestal,  sur- 
mounted with  the  bust  of  Washington,  crowned  with  a  wreath 
of  laurel;  and  an  American  Bald  Eagle  hovered  over  the  door. 
After  remainbg  a  short  time  in  the  drawing  room,1he  General, 
accompanied  by  the  distinguished  gentlemen  before  mentioDed, 
(excepting  Governor  Clinton,  who  did  not  attend,  in  ocHise* 

Suence  of  the  recent  death  of  his  son,)  repaired  to  the  Assem* 
!y  Chamber  of  the  Capitol,  which  was  echoing  to  the  musb 
and  the  dance  of  a  splendid  ball,  given  in  honour  of  the  *'  Na- 
tion's Gruest."  The  room  was  handsomely,  though  not  pro- 
fusely, decorated  with  wreaths  and  festoons,  and  the  {Nuara 
entwined  with  ivy.  The  Speaker's  Chair  was  entirely  shrooded 
or  envebped  in  shrubbery  of  ever^greens  and  flowers,  and  m 
front,  b  the  centre  of  a  large  and  beauttfiil  garland,  was  the 
folio wbg  bscription :— *''  Welcome  brave.  Lafayette ;  we  hail 
thee  as  the  Nation's  Guest  and  early  friend/'  From  the  staff 
projectbg  forward  from  the  galleiT,  floated  a  broad  streamer, 
bearing  tibe  hero's  name.  Over  the  Speaker's  chair,  the  well 
Imown  fttll  length  portrait  of  Washbgttm  presenred  its  place, 
encircled  bv  a  wreath  of  laurel ;  and  the  walls  were  hung 
round  with  banners,  inscribed  with  the  names  of  the  foUowbg 
Generals  of  the  Revoiiitbn,  viz.  Schuyler,  Lbcoh,  Hamilton, 
Lbgan,  Wajme,  Warren,  Montgomery,  Greene,  Knox,  Wooe- 
ter,  Heath,  Gates,  Clinton,  M'Dougall,  and  Gansevoort*  Ge- 
neral Lafayette  stayed  bat  about  an  hoar  amidst  this  scene  of 
pleasure  and  gayety,  daring  which  time  tfie  ladies  and  gentle- 
men moved  m  processbn  before  him,  and  were  severally 
honoured  with  an  introductbn.    At  1  o'clock,  be  retired  to 
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obtain  that  repose  vhicB  tbe  iocessaat  fiui^ues  of  the  week 
must  have  rendered  not  only  desirable,  but  bigUy  necessary. 

On  Saturday  morning,  the  General  rose  in  excellent  heahh 
and  £q[>iritSy  at  an  early  hour ;  and  as  the  arrangements  of  the 
day  required  that  no  time  should  be  lost,  the  calls  of  gentlemeo 
commenced  at  a  most  unfashionable  time.  Among  other  gen- 
tlemen, Mr.  Clinton  called,  pursuant  to  a  request  from  the 
New-York  Literary  and  Pliilosophical  Society,  of  which  he  is 
President,  to  present  the  (general  with  a  diploma  of  membe»- 
ahip.  And  in  performmg  this  duty»  h$  addiessed  the  General 
in  an  appreciate  manner.  • 

In  rQ^ying  to  this  forcible  and  elegant  address  of  our  distifr* 
gttished  fellow-citizen,  Greneral  Lafayette  remarked  in  substance, 
*'  that  the  honour  conferred  on  lum  was  rendered  the  moie 
j^atifying  to  his  feelings  by  the  reflection,  that  the  evidence  of 
K  was  presented  to  him  by  the  highly  respected  son  and  nephew 
of  two  of  biB  departed  brothers  in  arms,  and  warm  and  personal 
firiends  aod  companions." 

At  8  o'clock  the  military  were  again  under  arms,  and  ap- 
peared before  the  General's  lodgings,  to  escort  him  through  a 
Bumber  of  the  principal  streets,  and  thence  to  one  of  the  ele> 

Sot  canal  packet-boats,  in  which  die  Corporation  had  invited 
D  to  take  a  trip  to  Troy,  and  thence  by  land  to  Lansingbui];^ 
Wateribrd,  and  borne  by  way  of  the  Cohoose  Falls,  where  the 
boat  was  in  readiness  to  receive  him.  The  procession  moved 
down  State,  South,  Pearl,  and  Lydius^streeta,  to  South  Market- 
street,  and  tbaice  up  the  second  bck,  near  the  seat  of  tbe 
Patioon.  The  da^  was  uoconummly  fine,  and  the  militaiy 
appeared  to  eiLcellent  advantage. — ^The  crowd  was  very  great; 
the  whole  masa  of  citisens  being  in  ii¥)tipn,  and  multitudes 
having  flocked  in  from  the  surrounding  country.  It  waa  12 
o'clock  before  the  General,  together  wid^  the  Corporation  and 
their  guests,  embarked  on  board  of  the  *^  Schenectady  Packet," 
which  was  gayly  dressed  for  the  occasion.  The  embarkation 
was  announced  by  a  salute  from  cannon  stationed  on  the  hil], 
sear  the  seat  of  EUas  Kane,  £sq.  The  Albany  Band  occupied 
a  boat  which  preceded  the  packet,  and  a  boat  which  followed 
was  occupied  by  the  officers  of  the  Albany  Military  Association 
and  their  friends.  Next  followed  two  or  three  large  packet 
boats  filled  with  spectators,  and  the  banks,  the  whole  distance, 
were  fin^d  with  people.    Among  the  guests  of  the  Corporatioi 
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were  Governor  Tates,  Mr.  Clinton,  the  Chancellor  add  Judgee, 
General  Lewis,  Colonel  Fish,  Colonel  Huger,  the  Hon^  Peter 
R.  Livmgston,  and  manjr  others.  The  boats  were  briskly  pro- 
pelled onward  1^  six  horses  each,  selected  for  the  occasion. 
to  pasang  the  Half-way-House,  a  large  basket  of  ddicioua 
grapes,  in  rich  clusters,  and  adorned  wm  flowers,  was  sent  on 
board  as  a  present  to  the  General,  from  die  Shakers  at  Nes- 
kayuna.  At  the  United  States  garrison,  at  Oibbonsville,  the 
General  stopped,  and  was  received  within  the  waUs  of  the  arse- 
nal  by  a  salute  of  21  guns.  Having  returned  to  the  packet, 
the  party  moved  on  to  the  lateral  canal,  leading  to  the  river, 
through  ^ich  they  descended  and  entered  the  Hudson  by  one 
of  the  <<  sprouts"  which  form  the  Deka  of  the  Mohawk.  At 
this  ]^lace  eight  row-boats,  all  dressed  with  flaes,  the  broadeat 
of  which  bore  the  popular  name  of  *^  Clinton,'' were  in  readip 
ness  to  tow  the  packet  across  the  river,  which  service  was  eXr 
peditKHisly  performed. 

The  General  landed  at  Troy  on  a  platform,  erected  wad 
carpeted  for  the  oceasbn,  and  a  salute  was  fired.  He  was 
received  hr  a  deputation  of  the  citisens,  consisting  of  Messrs. 
TIbbitts,  Kussell,  Malfery,  Dickinson,  Cushman,  Paine,  and 
others,  by  the  form^  of  whom  he  was  presented  with  a  bami^ 
Dome  address. 

The  crowd  was  here  very  great,  but  they  were  orderhr; 
and  the  military  parade  was  rendered  mone  formidable  by  the 
addition  of  two  companies  of  umform  troops  fitMn  Albany.  A 
processkm  was  here  formed,  which  was  escorted  through  the 
principal  streets ;  the  General  riding,  as  usual,  m  an  open  oai^ 
riage,  attended  by  Cofonel  Lane,  to  the  '<  Troy  House,"  kept 
by  Mr.  Titus.  On  arriving  here,  he  was  received  by  m 
Common  Council  of  the  city,  and  an  address  was  delivered  to 
hun  by  Mr.  Recorder  Cbwes. 

The  concourse  of  people  was  immensely  great;  and  such 
was  the  anxiety  to  see  the  iflustrious  visiter,  diat  he  went  out 
upon  the  piazza,  and  gratified  the  muldtude  as  hmg  as  his  dme 
would  allow.  .  The  piazza  was  handsomdy  adorned  with  fes- 
toons of  ever-greens  and  roses,  and  in  the  centre  was  peidied 
a  large  living  eagle,  with  a  miniature  of  Lafiiyetto  upon  his 
neck.  While  standhig  here,  a  deputation  fiom  the  Troy  Ri^al 
Arch  Chapter  of  Masons  were  introduced  to  bun.  They  came 
with  a  request  that  he  would  favour  the  Choipter,  then  m  sessKMi 
in  the  tabeniacle  above,  widi  the  honour  of  a  visit.    The  request 
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wu  immedktety  assented  to;  and  he  wis  rec6ifed«  togetlNr 
with  his  son,  with  masonic  honours. 

The  officers  and  members  having  been  severally  presented, 
die  Greneral  retired  to  the  dining^haJl  below,  where  a  cdd  col- 
lation was  handsomely  and  bountifully  provided*  While  par- 
taking of  a  little  refreshment,  the  following  note  was  presented 
to  him,  and  the  invitation  promptly  and  cheerfully  accepted : — 

**  To  General  Lafayette. — ^The  Ladies  of  Trov,  having  aa- 
aend>led  at  the  Female  Seminary,  have  selected  from  their 
number  a  committee  to  request  of  General  Lafayette  that  he 
would  grant  them  an  opportunity  of  beholding  in  his  person, 
their  own,  and  their  country's  generous  and  beloved  benetactor." 

The  General,  prompt  in  his  movements,  together  with  those 
gentlemen  of  the  party  who  chose,  repaired  to  the  Seminary ; 
•  and  hare  a  scene  of  deep  and  delightful  interest  transpired. 
On  arriving  at  the  gate  or  the  institution,  an  arbour  of  ever- 
greens, which,  like  Jonah's  gourd,  sprang  up  in  a  night,  waa 
KMmd  to  extend  the  whole  distance  to  tne  Duilding,  which  ia 
about  200  feet  At  the  entrance  of  this  arbour  was  the  foUow« 
ing  inscription : — "  America  commands  her  Daughters  to  wel- 
^ome  their  Deliverer,  Lafayette.''  At  this  place  the  General 
waa  met  by  the  Committee  of  Arrangements,  and  Mrs.  Gok)nel 
Pawling  pronounced  a  pleasing  address — ^which,  as  usual,  re- 
ceived a  brief  and  pertinent  reply. 

On  entering  the  institution,  the  General  was  presented  to 
Mrs.  WiUard,  the  principal,  and  afterwards  the  pupils  were 
mesented  by  her,  for  which  purpose  they  were  arranged  in  two 
meg  along  the  ball  leading  direcdy  from  the  arbour^-^Two  of 
the  pupils,  daughters  of  the  Governors  of  Vermont  and  Michi- 
gan, then  advanced  and  presented  the  foUowing  lines,  entitled 
^  Lafayette's  Welcome,"  and  written  for  the  occasion  by  the 
principal  >— 

And  art  thon,  then,  dear  Hero,  come  ? 
And  do  our  eyei  behold  the  man. 

Who  nerved  his  arm  and  bared  hit  bratsl 
For  UB,  ere  yet  our  life  began  ? 

For  ua  ana  for  our  native  land, 
Thy  youthftd  valour  darod  the  war ; 

And  now,  fak  winter  pf  thine  a^, 
Thou'at  oome,  and  left  thy  lov'd  onea  &r. 
Then  deep  and  dear  thy  welcome  be ; 
Nor  think  thy  daujgrhters  fiir  from  thee  t 
Colombia'a  ditughtera,  lo !  we  bend. 
And  o^im  to  ciOl  thee  FaUm,  Frirad ! 
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Bat  waat  oar  coontry'i  liffhta  alone 
Lnpeird  Fayette  to  FreedonTs  yan  ? 

Wo !  'twas  the  loTe  of  human  kind — 
It  was  the  sacred  cause  of  man- 
It  was  benevolence  sablime, 
Like  that  which  sways  the  Eternal  mind ! 
•   And,  benefactor  of  the  world, 
He  shed  his  blood  for  all  mankind ! 

Then  deep  and  dear  tbj  welcome  be ; 
Nor  think  thy  daughters  far  from  thee ! 
Daughters  of  human  kind,  we  bend, 
And  claim  to  call  thee  Father,  Friend! 

These  lines  were  afterwards,  by  particular  request,  sung  willi 
great  sweetness  and  pathos,  by  Miss  Eliza  Smith,  of  Worces- 
ter, Massachusetts,  in  the  choruses  of  which  the  young  laAes 
raierally  joined,  and  the  whole  was  executed  widi  much  eSecU 
The  General  was  nnidi  afiected,  and  at  the  close  of  the  singu 
ing,  with  eyes  suffijsed  m  tears,  he  said — ^'  I  cannot  express 
what  I  feel  on  this  occasion ;  but  will  you,  madam,  present  me 
with  three  copies  of  those  lines,  to  be  given  by  me,  as  from 
you,  to  my  three  daughters." — ^It  is  wholly  unnecessary  to  add 
that  the  request  was  complied  with.  The  General  then  retired, 
«nd  was  conducted  by  me  Committee  of  Arrangements  back, 
through  the  aibour,  along  the  sides  of  which  the  pufHls  had 
farmed  themselves  in  close  order,  to  the  number  of  about  300* 
It  was  a  most  interesting  spectacle,  thrilling  the  sod  with  de- 
lightlul  anticipations.  Female  education  was  far  too  lonr 
neglected,  even  after  the  sombre  clouds  of  &e  ignorance  and 
prejudice  of  the  dark  ages  had  been  dissipated.  ^  The  human 
mind,"  says  Cicero,  **  without  instruction,  is  like  a  field  without 
culture."  The  visit  of  the  General  to  Troy,  sixMt  as  k  was^ 
aflbrded  him  ereat  sads&ction.  He  talked  much  dxnit  it,  and 
frequently  spoke  of  his  yisH  to  the  Seminaiy,  as  one  of  the 
most  interesting  and  delightful  moments  of  his  life. 

By  this  time  the  day  was  so  far  advanced  that  the  visit  to 
Lansingburgb,  Waterf(M>d,  and  the  Falls,  was  necessarily  relin* 
qidshed,  though  with  great  reluctance,  particularly  on  the  part 
of  Greneral  Lafayette,  as  he  wished  both  to  gratify  the  wishes 
of  those  villages,  and  to  enjoy  a  farther  opportunity  o(  examin* 
jng  that  great  work,  fit)m  a  short  section  of  which  he  had  that 
morning  derived  so  much  pleasure.  It  was,  however,  neoes- 
saiy  to  embark  and  return  to  Albany,  which  was  accordingly 
d<Mie— the  whole  par^r  partaking  of  an  excellent  dinner  OQ 
board  of  the  boat. 
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On  landing  at  the  head  of  th6  Basin,  be  was  escorted  as 
before,  but  tlirough  different  streets,  back  to  his  lodgings.  In 
the  evening  he  visited  Governor  Clinton,  and  afterwards  Us 
Excellency  Governor  Yates,  whence  he  was  escorted  to  the 
steam-boat,  where  he  embarked  on  hb  return  to  New-York,  al 
about  12  o'ck>ck.  General  Muir  was  detached  by  the  Govenn 
or,  with  Majors  Henry  and  Webster,  aids  of  Major  General 
Stephen  Van  Rensselaer,  to  accompany  General  Lafayette  to 
New-York  as  an  escort. 

On  Sunday  morning,  the  General  stopped  at  Red-Hook  and 
▼isited  Mrs.  Mon^mery,  widow  of  General  Montgomery,  who 
fell  in  storming  the  city  of  Qud[>ec,  December  1775,  where  he 
met  a  nimierous  collection  of  friends,  and  partook  of  a  smnp* 
4iuou8  dinner.  About  2  o'clock,  the  General  took  an  afiecdon- 
ate  leave  of  Mrs.  Montgomery  and  guests,  and  retired  on  board 
of  the  steam-boat,  on  his  way  to  New-Yoik.  At  7  o'ckx^k  the 
boat  came  to  at  Fishkill  landing,  and  the  General  called  on 
Mrs*  Dewitt,  grand-daughter  of  die  former  Preddent  Adams, 
where  he  was  courteously  as  well  as  splendidly  received,  amidst 
a  numerous  collecdon  of  friends  assembled  to  greet  their  coidh 
try's  guest.  To  add  to  the  enjoyments  of  this  interview,  the 
General  had  the  pleasure  of  shddng  cordially  by  the  hand 
another  of  his  brave  light  Infimtry,  adding,  *^the  light  Infantrr 
were  a  brave  corps,  and  imder  my  immediate  command.'' 
**  Yes,*^  returned  the  okl  acddier,  **  and  you  gave  us  our  swords 
and  plumes."  The  General  made  but  a  Aon  stay,  took  leave 
of  his  friends,  and  returned  to  the  boat  under  a  salute  of  three 
hearty  cheers. 

The  boat  arrived  at  Courtlandt-street  wharf,  New-Yoik,  at 
3  o'ckxsk  m  the  morning,  and  at  5  the  Genial  returned  to  his 
lodging,  after  a  most  deli^itful  excursion. 

On  Monday  afternoon,  in  consequence  of  previous  arrange* 
ments,  General  Lafayette  partook  of  a  dinner  at  Washingtoo 
Hall,  to  which  he  had  been  invited  by  the  Grand  Lodge  of  this 
State.  From  5  to  600  of  the  craft,  decorated  with  their  sacred 
qrmbols,  were  present.  Language  is  inadequate  to  give  a 
correct  description  of  the  scene. 

AA&€  the  General's  retinrn  to  New-York,  he  received  the 
fidbwing  address,  enclosing  150  doUars,  which  had  been  raised 
by  a  liberal  contribution  amongst  the  chiUren  of  Catskilly  i  ' 
be  left  that  village. 
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«3%c  Children  of  the  tfittage  ofCatskiato  Oenerd  Lafayette.^ 

'*  While  the  most  distinguished  civil  hoaoiirs  of  our  country 
have  justly  been  fiaid  to  the  friend  of  Washington^  and  the  cham- 
pion of  liberty,  we  ardendy  pray,  that  our  moral  and  religious 
privileges  may  be  continued,  promoted,  and  appreciated ;  and 
as  we  are  aware  that  the  enlightemng,civilizbg,  and  amelioraung 
influences  of  the  Bible,  are  the  strongest  and  most  elBieient 
means  of  maintaining  the  glorious  advantages  we  enjoy :  we,  the 
children  of  the  village  of  Catskill,  soficit  General  Lafayette  to 
permit  us  to  iXMistitute  him  a  life  Director  of  die  American  Bibk 
Society ;  presuming  that  you,  Sir,  will  duly  apjMreciate  the  mo- 
tives which  have  induced  us  to  adopt  tins  expression  of  our 
gratitude  for  services  too  essential  to  American  freedom  over 
to  be  forgotten." 

The  General  was  much  pleased  with  the  attention,  and  r^ 
turned  his  kind  acknowledgments  for  the  honour  done  him. 

Previous  to  the  General's  departure  on  Thursday  mormng^ 
the  Cincinnati  Society,  the  Mayor,  and  the  Honourable  Coi^ 
.poration  of  the  city  and  county,  and  a  large  collection  of  citisens^ 
met,  bv  appointment,  in  the  audience  chamber  in  the  Ci^  WMi, 
at  9  oxkfcK,  Soon  after  thev  were  assembled,  the  Nirtioo's 
Guest  entered  the  room,  and  afiersaluting  round  the  seim-eiich 
all  his  oki  companions  b  arms,  and  the  Honourable  Corponn 
.tion,  and  the  citizens,  he  was  addressed  by  Gurdon  S.  Mvtm- 
.ford,  Esq*  as  foUows : — 

^^  General  Lafayette — Sir,  how  inscrutihie  are  the  ways  of 
Providence,  and  His  works  past  finding  out !  Ihold  bmy  hand 
a  relic,  nothing  less  than  the  Cane  of  the  immortal  Franklin; 
tins  hrge  gold-headed  cane  was  bequeathed  to  our  bdoved 
Washbgton ;  and  by  whom  can  this  relic,  now  exhibited  to  youp 
be  better  transmitted  to  posterity,  than  through  the  putative  son 
of  Benjamb  Franklin,  for  such  I  may  be  permitted  to  call  yoo, 
from  the  very  affectionate  manner  b  whidi  he  uniformly  advo* 
caled  your  disinterestedness  and  devotedness  to  the  prosperity 
of  our  beloved  country. 

*^  The  hand  that  held  this  cane,  when  an  American  agent  m 
London,  at  tbe  time  the  Stamp  Act  was  passed,  wrote  to  his 
btimate  friend,  Charles  Thompson,  Esq.  of  blessed  memory, 
but  now  no  more  on  earth,  that  the  Sun  of  liberty  was  sel^ 
and  that  we  must  b  America  *^  light  up  the  candles  w  induatiy 
nnd  econoanr." 
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<'  The  hand  that  held  this  cane  was  among  the  foremost  m 
signing  our  Independence. 

^'  The  hand  that  held  this  cane  met  Lord  Howe,  sent  out  to 
conciliate  America.  His  Lordship  expressed  ^*  the  extreme  pain 
he  would  suffer  in  being  obliged  to  distress  those  he  so  much 
r^arded."  '^  I  feel  thankful  to  your  Lordship,**  replied  Frank-* 
Jin,  >^  for  your  regard.  The  Americans  will  show  their  gratitude^ 
by  endeavouring  to  lessen  the  pain  you  may  feel  on  their  account, 
in  exerting  their  utmost  abilities  to  take  good  care  of  themselves.'* 

<^The  hand  that  held  thfs  cane  signed  the  definitive  Treaty 
of  Peace,  which  consummated  our  Independence. 

*<  You  will  recollect.  Sir,  that  at  threesCOTC  years  and  ten. 
Dr.  Franklin  embarked  in  a  merchant  vessel  for  France,  disre- 
garding the  risks  be  run,  provided  he  was  in  the  way  of  hb 
duty,  serving  his  country,  and,  providentially  ibr  these  United 
States,  he  arrived  safe  in  France.  Suppose,  for  a  nnoment, 
that  he  should  have  been  captured  on  his  passage  to  FVance, 
with  a  rebel  commission  in  his  pocket,  what  would  have  been 
4fae  inevitri[>le  consequences  f  Most  aissurediy  the  same  line  of 
conduct  would  have  been  dealt  out  to  him  as  was  so  severely 
adhered  to  by  die  British  government,  in  the  case  of  another 
'disinterested  patriot,  Henry  Laurens,  formerly  President  of 
Congress,  taken  on  his  passage  to  Europe,  and  immersed  m  die 
Tower  of  Ixmdon  during  the  remainder  of  the  war. 

^  With  these  impressions,  permit  me  to  deliver  this  reBc  into 
your  hands  for  safe  keepmg,  to  serve  as  a  memorial  to  future 
generations. 

^*  I  iridi  you  much  health  and  happiness." 
'    To  which  ibe  General  replied  >— 

M  Sir-^I  receive  this  relic  with  h^ite  satisfaction,  and  sbaD 
transmit  it  as  recjuested.  You  make  a  great  sacrifice,  and  evince 
great  disfaiterestedness." 

Immediately  on  the  conclusion  of  this  ceremony,  the  General 
left  the  Hotel,  and  was  escorted  by  the  troop  of  horse  of  the 
second  and  third  regiments,  the  battalion  of  the  eleventh,  tb^ 
battalion  of  the  third  doin^  duty  with  muskets,  and  the  battalion 
of  infantry  of  the  second  regiment,  to  the  steam-boat  James 
Kent,  at  the  foot  of  Courtlandt-street — ^He  was  also  accompa- 
nied by  the  Cincinnati  Society,  and  a  number  of  distinguished 
ddzens.  The  boat  left  the  wharf  amidst  the  repeated  cheers 
of  an  immense  multitude,  assembled  on  the  surroundrngwharves, 
to  bid  adieu  to  their  much  beloved  guest    The  wneral  re^ 
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mabed  on  deck  (bowing  with  the  utmost  coroplacencyy)  udlil  be 
(XKild  be  no  longer  distinguished  by  the  spectators  from  the  shore* 


VBZ  general's  TOtm  THROUGH  THE  MIDDLE   STATES  TO  THl 
CITY  OF  WASHINGTON RECEPTION  BY  CONGRESS. 

On  the  arrival  of  General  Lafoyette  upon  the  shore  of  New- 
Jersey,  he  was  waited  upon  by  Cfeneral  Daytcm,  Cotonel  Kin* 
]iqr,and  Major  Kean,  of  the  suite  of  Governor  Williamson^  and 
joonducted  to  Lyon's  Hotel,  where  he  was  received  by  the 
Governor  himself,  and  introduced  to  a  number  of  distinginsbed 
citiaensof  New-Jersey.  While  here,  a  full  basket  of  laife 
and  delicious  peaches  were  presented  to  the  General,  from  the 
extensive  fniitery  of  Mr.  Taphagan.  The  General  was  ao 
oompanied  to  Jersey  by  the  Mayor,  Recorder,  Members  of  the 
CSommon  Council,  the  Society  of  Cincinnati,  and  several  other 
gentlemen,  all  of  whom  were  politely  invited  to  visit  and  join  ill 
me  festivities  at  Newaric,  and  dine  with  the  company  at  Eliza- 
bethtown.  After  remaininc  a  few  minutes,  the  General,  with 
bis  Excellency  Governor  Williamson,  entered  a  superb  ear* 
riage,  drawn  by  four  beautiful  bay  horses,  and  a  cavalcade  was 
formed,  which  proceeded  leisurely  towards  Newark,  escorted 
by  a  squadron  of  New-Jersey  cavalry,  and  two  companies 
which  bad  been  invited  from  New-York.  Arrived  at  Bei^^if 
it  was  found  that  the  inhabitants  of  that  little  town  had  assem-» 
bled  at  the  Inn,  and  were  so  anxious  to  pay  their  req>ects  to 
tbe  G&eneral,  that  he  was  constrained  to  alight  for  a  moment. 
Here,  unexpectedly,  be  was  formally  addressed  by  a  delega^ 
tion  from  the  town,  and  presented  with  a  superb  cane  made 
from  an  apple-tree  under  which  Washington  and  Lafayette 
dined,  when  passing  through  that  towp,  during  the  revolution, 
and  which  was  blown  down  by  the  violent  gale  of  the  3d  of 
September,  in  1821.  The  cane  is  richly  mounted  with  gold, 
and  bears  the  following  inscription  : — '^  Lafayette,^'  on  the  ti^, 
and  round  the  head  the  words—*'  Shaded  the  hero  and  his 
friend  Washington,  in  1779 — Presented  by  the  Coi^poration  of 
Bergen,  in  1824." 

As  General  Lafayette  re-ascended  his  carriage  and  left  this 
ancient  village,  he  was  heartily  cheered.     On  approaching  the 
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Passaic  bridge,  in  the  yicmity  of  Newark,  a  salute  was  fired 
fipom  the  bill.  Havme  ascended  the  bill  and  entered  this 
channine  town,  it  was  found  that  if  the  military  display,  and 
the  number  of  people  on  the  way,  had  not  been  so  great  as  was 
anticipated,  botp  were  now  far  more  imposme  than  one  could 
have  supposed.  On  the  green,  near  Dr.  Griffin's  Churcb, 
were  one  or  two  regiments  of  troops  drawn  up  m  a  line,  in 
front  of  a  regular  encampment  of  tents,  and  the  broad  streets 
and  commons  were  literally  crowded  with  people.  But  as  dko 
piocession  passed  through  the  town,  it  was  found  that  the  troops 
at  first  seen,  formed  but  a  small  proportion  of  the  whole.  Three 
diousand  infantry  and  five  hundred  horse  were  under  arms, 
and  the  windows  of  every  house  were  as  fiiU  of  spectators  as 
die  streets.  The  General  was  conducted  around  the  extensive 
kwn  soudi  of  the  Episcopal  Church,  to  the  seat  of  Major 
Boudinot,  where  he  was  introduced  to  the  Judges  of  the  Unit- 
ed States  IMstrict,  and  Superior  State  Courts,  and  to  the  piin- 
eipal  officers  of  State,  and  the  leading  gentlemen  of  the  village, 
and  surrounding  country.  While  here,  a  deputation  from 
Morristown,  his  ancient  head  quarters,  waited  upon  the  Gene- 
ral, and  through  their  Chairman,  presented  an  apprc^uriate  ad- 
dress, in  pursuance  of  a  resolution  passed  at  a  meetmg  of  the 
citizens  ot  that  town. 

The  General  replied  that  nothing  would  alflbrd  him  greater 
satisfaction  than  to  visit  a  town  with  which  so  many  endearing 
associatioiis  were  connected  in  his  mmd ;  but  that  his  arrange- 
ments were  sud),  that  a  visit  to  Morristown  now,  were  impos- 
sible ;  on  his  return  from  the  south,  however,  he  should  avail 
himself  of  some  opportunity  to  pay  die  patriotic  citizens  a  visi^ 

After  partaking  of  refreshments,  a  procession  was  formed 
consisting  of  the  principal  officers  present,  the  Corporation  of - 
Newark,  the  Members  of  New-York  Corporation  present, 
Cokmei  Varick,  General  Morton,  and  other  members  of  the 
Cincinnati  of  New-York,  together  with  delegates  and  disdn- 
guished  citizens  of  New-Jersey,  which  proceeded  to  the  south 
end  of  the  green,  now  environed  with  troops,  and  entered  be- 
^een  the  two  columns.  At  the  entrance  were  ranged  in  two 
Knes,  twenty-four  male  singers,  who  sang  the'  &rfk>wing  lines  >^- 

Hail !  the  ffalkat  Chief,  whoM  fame 
Ib  pure  u  Heayen's  ethereal  flame  !— 
Who  comes  our  peaccfiil  flelda  to  che«r, 
A  Father  often  milliona  dear ! 
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Oh !  0trew  the  hlooms  of  yale  and  gfOT^* 
Bright  as  our  tear — ^warm  as  oar  love  ! 
The  present  and  the  {Mut  are  met 
To  bid  as  welcome  Lafayette  i 

*rbe  General,  followed  by  the  processioo,  then  passed  up 
dirough  the  centre  of  the  green  until  he  came  wimin  a  few 
yards  of  a  magnificent  bower,  where  he  was  received  by 
tweoty-four  females,  ranged  m  the  order  as  before,  who  sang 
the  following  lines  z-^— 

We  weave  the  wreath,  we  poor  the  wine. 
Where  smiles  like  sparkling  sun-beams  snine ; 
And  hadl  the  thousands  fondly  met 
To  greet  the  matchless  La&yette ! 

Unseen,  around  the  flow'r-dreas'd  waj, 
Shades  of  the  dead  in  glory  play ! 
While  hearts  beat  high  and  eyes  are  wet, 
The  winds  of  Heaven  hail  Lafayette ! 

He  then  passed  between  the  Imes,  the  path,  as  he  approaclH 
ed,  being  strewed  with  roses  and  other  flowers,  and  passed 
through  the  portico  into  the  splendid  rural  temple,  which  had 
been  erected  for  his  rec^tion,  where  a  feeling  address  was 
pronounced  by  Theodore  Frelinghuysen,  Esq.  ^oniey-Grae-* 
ral  of  the  State,  in  behalf  of  the  fown  of  Newark.  The  General 
made  a  very  feeling  reply.  There  were  a  great  number  of 
revolutionary  soldiers  present.  One  who  was  introduced  ta 
die  General  was  more  than  100  years  old.  An  old  lady  also 
pressed  forward,  whose  husband  had  served  with  Lafayette, 
and  would  not  be  restrained  from  stiakmg  hands  with  the  hero. 

The  bower  prepared  for  the  reception  of  the  General  was 
qpleodid  beyond  description.  The  base  of  the  temple  covered 
an  area  of  about  35  feet  diameter,  and  was  formed  of  thirteea 
arches,  representing  the  thirteen  original  states,  surmounted  by 
a  dome,  representmg  the  western  hemisphere.  The  pillars 
idiich  sustained  the  dome,  were  fifteen  feet  in  height,  smd  of 
due  proportion.  On  either  side,  extending  directly  back,  were 
colonnades  of  twelve  arches  each,  intended  as  arbours  for  the 
ladies.  But  the  firont  was  the  most  imposbg*  The  portico 
was-loft^,  and  formed  four  grand  triumphal  arches,  supporting 
what  mi^t  be  called  a  tower.  Oa  the  top  of  thb  stood  a  large 
and  finely  wrought  golden  Eagle,  with  a  crown  of  laurel  in  his 
beak,  and  on  one  side  a  cornucopia,  and  the  olive  branch  and 
cap  of  liberty  in  his  talons.  In  the  centre  of  this  portico  was 
erected  a  platform,  on  which  were  two  large  chairs,  and  over 
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Aat  utended  for  the  General,  hung  a  canopy  m  the  form  of  a 
cone,  wreathed  with  flowers  of  bright  and  various  hues.  In 
front  of  the  portico,  beneath  the  capital  of  the  pillar,  was  the 
name  of  Lafayette,  m  large  letters  wrought  of  white  blossoms. 
Over  the  several  arches  forming  the  portico,  were  the  following 
inscriptions : — On  the  We$t :  "  Now  I  am  going  to  serve  you. 
On  the  SotUh:  ''  For  him  whom  a  nation  delights  to  honour." 
On  the  North :  ^'  We  ne'er  shall  look  upon  his  like  again." 
On  the  East:  <<His  laurels  shall  never  fade." 

The  cornices  of  the  portico,  within  and  without,  were  richly 
ornamented  with  flowers,  wrought  in  the  body  of  the  work,  so 
as  to  resemble  festoons;  and  the  arches  of  die  interior  of  the 
temple  were  also  adorned  with  flowers.  On  each  side  of  the 
portico,  extending  to  the  distance  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  feet, 
and  running  forward  in  a  moderate  angle,  were  colonnades  of 
twelve  arches  each,  representing  the  twenqr-four  states ;  and, 
with  the  portico  as  a  common  centre,  binding  the  whole,  repre* 
sentins  tne  union  of  the  states.  These  colonnades  formed 
extensive  and  beautiful  bowers,  and  were  filled  with  ladies,  who 
advanced  in  columns  after  the  General  was  seated,  and  were 
introduced.  The  workmansliip  of  the  temple  and  arbours, 
which^e  have  attempted  to  describe,  was  as  neat  as  the  design 
was  beautiful  and  classical.  Every  thing  was  interwoven  with 
the  greatest  skill  and  compactness ;  and  by  the  aid  of  the  ver* 
dant  box,  the  artist  was  enabled  to  form  cornices,  capitals,  and 
fret-work,  with  almost  as  much  exactness  as  could  be  preserved 
in  sculpturing  marble.  It  was  indeed  a  fairy  palace ;  and  we 
can  give  no  better  idea  of  its  appearance  at  a  distance,  than  by 
referring  to  the  foliage  in  IVir.  Vandelyn's  picture  of  the  Palace 
and  Grarden  of  Versailles.  For  the  design  and  execution  of  this 
work,  the  inhabitants  of  Newark  are  indebted  to  William 
Halsey,  Esq. 

The  General,  in  company  with  the  Governor,  and  others, 
then  proceeded  to  review  the  troops ;  after  which,  he  received 
a  marching  salute,  and  returned  to  the  house  of  Major  Boudi- 
not,  where  a  sumptuous  collation  was  spread,  which  was  pre- 
pared by  Mr.  Morton,  of  the  Newark  Hotel.  The  repast  was 
moistened  with  a  choice  glass  of  wine.  Before  rising  Irom  the 
table,  Cotenel  Ward,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Newark, 
proposed  the  following  toast,  which  was  drank  with  rapturous 
applause — "  Our  distinguished  Guest,  General  Lafayette.^^ 
We  thank  France  for  her  Son :  May  America  not  forget,  and 
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Europe  feel  to  good  purpose  the  influence  of  lus  bright  ex* 
ample." 

This  toast  was  responded  by  General  Lafayette  as  follows: 
— TAe  town  ofJ^Tetvark. — ^And  may  her  population,  prosper!^, 
and  industiy,  mcrease  in  the  same  wonderful  proportion  1  have 
been  delighted  to  witness." 

The  hour  of  four  having  arrived,  the  General  retired,  and 
proceeded  to  Elizabethtown,  accompanied  by  the  Governor 
and  suite,  a  long  cavalcade  of  officers  and  pnvate  gentlemeni 
and  preceded  by  an  escort. 

The  General  arrived  at  Elizabethtown  on  Thursday,  a  little 
past  5  o'clock,  and  was  received  with  the  utmost  enthusiasm. 
Two  large  triumphal  arches  with  suitable  ornaments  and  in- 
scriptions, were  erected  at  conspicuous  places  and  proper  dis- 
tances across  the  principal  street,  through  which  the  procession 
passed.  On  arriving  at  Rivers'  Hotel,  me  General  was  receiv- 
ed in  due  form  by  the  Corporation,  and  an  appropriate  address 
delivered  by  Caleb  FJalsted,  jr.  to  which  a  brief  but  pertinent 
reply  was  returned. 

At  6  o'clock  the  party  sat  down  to  an  excellent  dinner  given 
by  the  Corporation.  The  room  in  which  it  was  served  was 
Ornamented  for  the  occasion,  and  no  where  has  more  good 
feeling  been  manifested  than  here.  The  Grand  Lodge  of 
New-Jersey  had  convened  at  Elizabethtown  to  pay  the  honours 
of  the  fraternity  to  their  distinguished  brother,  and  he  accepted 
an  invitation  to  visit  them  in  the  course  of  the  evening,  which 
invitation  was  complied  with.  From  thence,  at  10  o'clock,  he 
was  escorted  to  the  residence  of  General  Dayton,  where  he 
lodged.  On  Friday  morning  he  breakfasted  willi  Governor 
Ogden,  after  which  he  was  introduced  to  tlie  principal  citizens 
»^  of  the  place,  and  several  surviving  soldiers  of  the  revolution. 

At  10  o'clock,  preparations  for  his  departure  having  been 
made,  the  General  entered  a  superb  barouche,  prepared  by  the 
Corporation  for  his  use,  and  proceeded  for  Rah  way,  escorted 
as  before,  and  attended  by  a  numerous  cavalcade  of  citizens  in 
carriages  and  on  horseback.  On  his  arrival  at  Rahway,  he 
was  greeted  by  the  assembled  population  of  the  village,  and  an 
address  was  presented  by  a  committee,  who  invited  him  to 
partake  of  a  collation,  which  invitation  was  accepted^ — ^A 
splendid  arch  was  thrown  across  the  street,  under  which  hd 
passed.  A  committee  from  Woodbridge  here  met  the  Gene^ 
raly  with  carriages  for  himself  and  suite,  and  at  12  o'clock  th6 
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^rtj  moved  dT  ibr  that  villRge,  acoompamed  by  Govemor 
Wiiliamson  and  bis  staff,  kc.  and  arrived  at  1  o'ciocky  where 
they  halted  on  the  green,  and  the  General  alighted*  Here 
was  a  company  of  revdutionary  veterans,  formed  in  line  to 
receive  him,  with  labels  **  76*^ on  their  hats.  Their  wives^ 
children,  and  grand^children,  in  regular  procession  continued 
the  line,  down  which  the  General  passed,  giving  and  receiving 
the  most  affectionate  salutations.  At  the  end  of  the  line,  and 
at  right  angles  with  it,  stood  nine  interesting  girls^  with  each  a 
large  letter  formed  by  flowers  on  dieir  breasts^  spelling  the 
name  Lafayette.  The  device  was  a  happy  one,  and  attracted 
the  particular  attention  of  the  General,  who  was  highly  gratified 
by  it.  A  very  impressive  address  was  delivered  to  him  by 
Mr.  Stryker,  which  received  a  suitable  reply.  Another  colla- 
tk)n  was  here  spread  for  the  comj^ny,  which  having  been  par* 
taken,  the  General  proceeded  for  rJew-Brunswick  at  2  o'clock^ 
and  arrived  at  4.  Two  beautiful  arches  of  ever-greens  and 
ifewers  were  formed  here,  dirough  which  the  procession  passed^ 
and  was  conducted  to  the  City  Hall,  where  be  was  received 
in  due  form  by  the  Corporation,  and  an  address  delivered  by 
Dr.  Taylor,  the  Recorder.  After  receivmg  the  coogratuiations 
of  the  citizens,  who  were  introduced,  he  was  conducted  to 
Follett's  Hotel,  where  a  splendid  dinner  was  provided,  in  a 
spacious  dining-hall,' which  was  beautifully  ornamented  with 
wreaths,  festoons,  inscriptions,  &C,  &:c.  While  at  this  place,  a 
committee  from  the  citizens  of  Monmouth  waited  upon  him  with 
an  address,  inviting  him  to  pay  them  a  visit.  This,  however, 
he  was  not  able  to  do,  consistently  with  his  other  engagements* 
The  General  passed  the  night  at  New-Brunswick,  and  departed 
at  7  o'clock  the  next  morning,  for  Princeton,  escorted  by  a 
squadron  of  cavalry  under  the  command  of  Major  Vandyke. 

At  an  early  hour  in  the  morning,  strangers,  and  the  inhabi- 
tants of  the  neighbouring  country  flocked  into  Princeton  to 
catch  a  glimpse  of  the  Hero ;  ail  was  life  and  animation.  A 
little  past  10  it  was  annouDced  that  the  General  was  coming. 
He  passed  through  the  town  accompanied  by  a  numerous 
escort  of  cavahy,  until  he  arrived  opposite  the  centre  gate  of 
the  College  Campus. — ^The  gate  was  thrown  open,  and  the 
company  assembled  formed,  the  ladies  on  the  right  and  the 
gentlemen  on  the  left,  leaving  an  avenue  for  bim  to  pass  to  a 
i|rf«idid  temple,  erected  in  the  centre  of  the  Campus.  Having 
entered  the  gate  and  proceeded  half  way  to  the  tempte,  aoder 
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the  conduct  of  Captab  StocktoD,  aad  J.  S.  Green,  Esq.  Mar* 
tbab  of  the  day,  be  was  received  by  our  committee,  and  ad* 
dressed  in  an  appropriate  speech  by  Richard  Stockton,  Esq.  in 
behalf  of  the  citizens.    This  ceremony  being  gone  through,  he 
was  led  to  a  splendid  temple.    The  front  facing  the  street  was 
tastefully  decorated ;  and  in  a  conspicuous  situatioo  over  the 
entrance,  in  large  letters,  was  placed  the  foUowing  a¥)tto>-^ 
litene  virtutem  celebrant : 
Salve 
Dux  clarissime, 
nobis  amicisnoie, 
nobis  carissime, 
Lafayette.* 

The  interior  was  carpeted,  contained  two  sofas,  and  was 
decorated  with  the  painungs  of  Wasliingtoo,  and  the  battle  of 
Princeton,  the  batde  of  York-Town,  and  the  portraits  of  Drs. 
Witherspoone  and  Smith.  The  decorations,  both  of  the  tern* 
pie  and  refectory,  were  the  workmanship  of  the  ladies,  and  did 
Dooour  to  their  taste  and  skill. 

On  entering  the  temple  the  General  was  received  by  Presi- 
dent Camahan,  and  introduced  to  several  gentlemen  present, 
when  the  President  proceeded  to  deliver  to  him  a  degree  of 
L.  L.  D.  which  had  been  conferred  on  him  during  the  Presi* 
dency  of  Dr.  Witherspoone,  and  is  signed  by  the  Doctor  and 
several  members  of  the  Corporation  at  that  time.  The  degree 
was  accompanied  by  the  foHowing  neat,  elegant,  and  highly  in- 
teresting  aadress  by  Doctor  Car^han  :— 

**  Creneral-^Your  arrival  in  the  United  States  has  been 
haSed  with  a  joy  as  ardent  as  it  is  universal ;  and  permit  me 
to  say,  we  are  happy  to  mingle  our  congratulations  with  those 
of  our  fellow-citizena  in  bidding  the  gallant  soldier,  the  friend  of 
Liberty  and  of  Man,  welcome  to  these  shores — welcome  to 
Nassau  Hail.  In  common  with  others,  we  enjoy  ibe  rich  blesa- 
bgs  of  freedom  and  independence,  which  your  generous  aid, 
at  a  time  of  gkxMn  uid  trial,  contributed,  und^r  God,  in  aa 
eminent  degree  to  establish. 

'*  Residing  also  on  a  spot  renowned  in  the  story  of  our  glo* 
rious  Revolution  for  one  of  the  most  brilliant  expk>its  of  our 
bek>ved  and  revered  Washington,  surrounded  with  objects  that 
daily  remind  us  of  the  arduous  suruggles  of  that  eventful  period^ 

*  TranBlation— ^<  Letter*  celebrate  heroion :  Welcome  moet  Ituowml 
Ihnanl,  meet  fineiidly  to  ue,  aad  moei  dear  to  oar  iiMrte,  liiftyetta.**    . 
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ire  eatmot  ibrget  the  generoatjr  of  dial  noble-nnnded  jMh 
who  came,  like  an  angel  from  Heaven,  to  aid  die  opfvetaed 
and  to  vindicate  the  rights  of  man.  We  atand  on  consecrated 
ground.  These  classic  groves,  these  veneraUe  walls,  have 
iritnessed  other  scenes  than  the  peacefiil  contests  of  the  Musea^ 
and  retired  labours  of  virtuous  jouths,  ambitious  to  ascend  the 
hill  of  science.  A  mercenary  and  foreign  foe  possessed  these 
walls-— 41  ruthless  soldiery  polluted  these  academic  shades. 
But  the  wrongs  of  Nassau  Hall  were  amply  revenged.  The 
sword  of  Washington,  your  companion  and  friend,  and  the 
blood  of  the  gallant  Mercer,  redeemed  this  seat  of  science. 

'*  Fully  restored  to  its  original  destiny  by  the  peace  that  suc- 
ceeded the  siege  and  surrender  of  York-Town,  (in  which  you. 
Sir,  bore  a  distinguished  part,)  this  College  has  annually  sent 
forth  Alumni,  who  have  held  no  secondary  place  in  maintain* 
ing  the  freedom  and  independence  of  the  naik>n,  so  ably 
achieved. 

*^  Here  young  men  from  different  States  have  acqnired  not 
only  the  elements  of  science,  but  what  is  of  more  importance 
m  a  government  like  ours,  the  k)ve  of  liberty,  and  the  venera- 
tion of  those  brave  men  ^*  who  fought  and  bled  in  freedom's 
cause.**  Here,  on  each  succeeding  anniversary  of  our  National 
Independence,  our  youth  have  vied  with  each  other  in  recount- 
ing the  sufierings,  the  labours,  and  the  dangers,  that  attended 
^lur  Revdution— in  celebrating  the  wisdom  and  magnanimity  of 
our  statesmen— 4he  vabnr  and  heroism  of  our  warriors.  And 
permit  me  to  assure  you,  that  on  these  occasions  no  name  de- 
manded and  received  a  purer  and  more  deserved  tribute  of 
fHtiise,  than  that  of  Lafayette.  Hence  the  love  o(  liberty  and 
of  country  that  have  ever  distinguished  the  sons  of  Nassau 
Hall.  And  if  the  memory  of  virtues  so  sublime,  and  ser- 
vices so  usefiil,  has  cherished  in  our  youths  a  devotion  to  the 
principles  of  1776,  how  deep  and  how  salutary  must  be  the 
impression  made  by  the  cheering  countenance  and  living  voice 
of  one  who  exhibited  these  virtues  and  performed  these  services? 
Happy  Youth !  who  have  the  felicity  to  see  the  man  who89 

C'operty  and  whose  blood  were  freely  given  to  purchase  their 
heritance,  returning  after  a  lapse  of  nearly  half  a  century  to 
behold  the  glorious  results  of  his  youthful  enterprise,  and  to 
receive  the  thanks  of  a  nation.  Yes,  generous  Youth  !  Long 
will  you  remember  this  day,  and  the  important  lesson  that  it 
leaches.— -You  have  before  you  a  model  of  magnaoimity  and 
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Buccessful  enterprise,  equal  to  ttny  of  which  you  read  in  Romaa 

or  Grecian  story. 

'     To  which  the  Greneral  made  the  foUowing  reply : — 

^'Gendemen — ^While  the  name  of  this  city  recaHs  important 
military  remembrance,  it  is  also  connected  with  that  of  the  illush 
trious  college,  which,  in  diflfusing  knowledge  and  liberal  senti* 
ments,  has  gready  contributed  to  turn  those  successes  to  the 
advantage  of  public  liberty.  Your  library  has  been  destroyed ; 
but  your  principles  were  printed  in  the  hearts  of  Americaa 
patriots.  I  feel  much  obliged.  Sir,  to  your  kind  recollection 
of  the  diploma,  which  the  signature  of  my  respected  friend 
Doctor  Witherspoone,  renders  still  more  precious  to  me ;  and 
t  beg  you,  gentlemen,  and  you,  interesting  grandsons  of  my 
contemporary  friends,  to  accept  my  affectionate  acknowledge 
tnents.^' 

The  Greneral  was  surrounded  by  his  Excellency  the  Oovem- 
or  of  New-Jersey,  the  Professors  of  the  College  and  Seminary, 
the  Reverend  Doctor  Green,  &c.  The  General's  son  and 
secretary  were  also  in  the  group. 

The  company,  (ladies,  citizens,  and  students  of  College,  and 
Seminary,  and  invited  strangers,)  having  been  introduced  in 
turn  to  the  General,  repaired  to  the  refectory,  where  a  splendid 
entertamment  was  provided.  After  the  repast,  the  General  was 
conducted  to  the  College  Library,  and  thence  again  to  the 
temple,  to  view  the  picture  of  Washington,  which  decorated  it. 
'He  said  he  thought  it  an  excellent  likeness  of  Washington  when 
he  first  knew  him«  The  General  appeared  highly  pleased 
with  his  reception.  From  the  temple  be  was  conducted  to 
Ian  elegant  barouche,  and  left  Princeton  about  half  past  12 
o'clock  for  ISrenton. 

A  lady  of  Princeton,  a  grand-daughter  of  Doctor  FrankKo, 
presented  Lafayette  widi  an  elegant  brea9t*pin,  enclosing  a  lock 
of  the  Doctor's  hair. 

The  Infantry  and  other  military,  assembled  at  Trenton,  con- 
sisting of  Light  Infantry  and  Cavalry,  from  the  counties  of 
Hunterdon,  Somerset,  Burlington,  and  Gloucester,  under  the 
command  of  Greneral  Vliet,  were  paraded  near  the  boundary 
Jxne  of  the  Corporation,  to  receive  the  General  upon  his  arrivfj, 
and  were  there  reviewed  by  him.  After  wbk^h  a  procession 
was  formed,  and  he  was  conducted  to  the  head  ot  Warren- 
street.  This  was  announced  by  the  firing  of  cannon  and  the 
tinging  of  belb. 
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The  proceaskm  then  moved  down  Warren-Btreet,  across  dtt 
lower  bridge,  and  down  Bloomsbury-street,  until  it  came  to 
Market-street,  up  Market-street  to  Mill  HiU,  over  Mill  HiU, 
and  the  Upper  Bridge,  into  Greene-street,  up  Greene-street  to 
Perry-street,  down  Perry-street  to  Warren-street,  down  Warren- 
street  to  Second-street,  and  up  Second-street  until  it  came  to  the 
State  House  Yard ;  the  military  then  opened  to  the  right  and  left^ 
and  General  Lafayette  and  suite,  preceded  by  the  Committee  of 
Arrangements,  the  Governor  and  suite  passed  through. 

The  Committee  then  opened  to  the  right  and  len,  and  the 
General  and  Governor,  and  their  suites,  passed  under  the  arch 
erected  at  the  State  House  Gate,  and  was  received  by  a  choir 
of  young  ladies  who  greeted  the  General  with  an  ode,  can^ 
^sed  for  the  occasion. 

The  General  was  then  escorted  into  tlie  Assembly  Room  by 
the  Governor,  followed  by  the  Committee  of  Arrangements^ 
the  General's  suite,  the  Governor's  suite,  and  other  militaiy 
officers.  The  General  was  received  by  the  Mayor  and  Com- 
mon Council,  convened  for  the  occasion,  when  a  cordial  address 
*was  delivered  by  the  Mayor.  To  which  the  General  retuiaed 
a  feelbg  and  appropriate  answer. 

The  Groieral  was  then  conducted  by  the  Mayor  and  Com- 
mon Council,  attended  by  the  Committee  of  Arrangements, 
and  esccNTted  by  the  militair  to  the  Trenton  House,  where 
Jodgings  had  been  provided  for  him — and  where  a  sumptuous 
dinner  was  servecf  up— -at  which  were  the  Governor  and  suitd. 
Mayor  and  Common  Council,  and  a  large  number  of  o$cers 
and  citizens. 

In  the  evening  the  General  attended  a  handsome  entertainr 
ment,  ordered  by  the  Society  of  Cincinnati,  at  thaCity  Tavern, 
where  he  spent  die  evenbg  with  his  brother  officers  of  the 
Revolutionacy  Army. 

The  day  was  uncommonly  fine.  An  immense  number  ot 
spectators  thronged  the  town  from  all  parts  of  the  adjacent 
country. 

A  spacious  arch  was  thrown  across  the  head  of  WarreiiF 
street,  and  one  near  the  intersection  of  Second-street,  hand- 
somely decorated  with  laurel,  and  ever-greens  and  flowers^ 
appended  in  festoons.  Over  the  front  gate  of  the  State  House 
Yard,  where  the  General  entered,  the  old  arch  was  placed, 
which  in  1789,  was  erected  in  honour  of  General  Washington^ 
by  the  cidzens  of  Trenton,  as  he  passed  on  to  New- York  to 
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talte  upon  himself  the  office  of  Presfdent  of  the  Umted  StateSp 
Congress  being  then  convened  in  that  place. 

In  tlie  evening,  the  arches  in  Warren-street  were  handsomely 
illuminated. 

On  Sunday  morning  he  went  to  the  Presbyterian  Churchy 
and  in  the  afternoon  visited  Joseph  Bonaparte,  with  whom  he 
spent  two  hours.  It  was  an  interesting  meeting— both  were  < 
deeply  affected,  and  vrarmly  embraced  each  other.  Return- 
ing to  Trenton,  the  General  dined  with  Colonel  Cadwallader, 
with  Governor  Williamson  and  suite.  Sec.  The  Philadelphia 
Committee,  and  Secretary  of  State,  be.  of  Pennsylvania,  and 
Ae  aids  of  Governor  Shuhze  of  Pennsylvaniai  were  introduc- 
ed to  him  in  the  course  of  the  evening. 

On  Monday,  September  28th,  the  General  crossed  the  De- 
laware at  Morrisville,  thirty  miles  from  Philadelphia,  where  he 
was  met  by  Grovernor  Sbultze  and  suite,  under  an  escort  of  250 
cavalry.  A  vast  concourse  of  people  were  assembled  to  hail 
the  Guest  of  the  Nation,  and  bid  him  welcome.  The  Go- 
vernor received  him  upon  his  landmg  with  the  following  ad* 
dress: — 

"  General  Lafayette — ^The  citizens  of  Pennsylvania  behold, 
with  the  most  intense  feeling  and  exalted  regard,  the  illustrious 
friend  and  companion  of  Washington. 

^^  With  sentiments  of  the  highest  veneration  and  gratitude^ 
we  receive  the  early  and  great  benefactor  of  the  United  States ; 
the  enli^lened  statesman,  philanthropist,  and  patriot  of  both 
hemispheres. 

^^  The  sincere  and  universal  joy  which  your  arrival  has 
diffused  over  the  nation,  is  no  where  more  deeply  or  enthu- 
siastically felt,  than  in  Pennsylvania ;  whose  fields  and  streams 
are  rendered  memorable  by  your  achievements ;  whose  citi- 
zens were  the  followers  of  your  standard,  and  the  witnesses  of 
your  sacrifices  and  toils,  in  defence  of  American  liberty.  The 
eventful  scenes  of  your  useful  life  are  engraven  on  our  hearts. 
A  nation  has  rejoiced  at  your  successes,  and  sympathized  with 
your  sorrows. 

*^  Vfith  ardent  pleasure  we  have  ever  observed  your  strenu 
ous  exertions  as  the  fiiend  of  man ;   and  whilst  your  great 
services,  rendered  m  the  cause  of  humanity,  have  commanded 
our  admiration,  the  purity  of  your  motives  has  insured  the  love 
and  afi!ection  of  Americans. 

^  With  the  best  feelings  of  the  heart  we  now  aj^roach  yooi 
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irith  ibe  assurance  that,  if  anj  tbing  could  add  to  our  bappi* 
ness  OQ  this  interesting  occasion,  it  would  be  the  hope  of  en* 
joying  the  distbguished  honour  of  your  permanent  residence 
among  us,  and  that  a  bng  and  splendid  life  of  usefulness  may 
Ve  closed  in  this  State,  whose  soil  has  been,  nooistened  with 
^our  blood,  generously  shed  in  the  cause  of  virtue,  liberty,  and 
independence." 

To  which  General  Lafayette  made  the  following  reply  : — 

'^Sir — On  the  happy  moment,  long  and  eagerly  wished 
ibr,  when  I  once  more  tread  the  soil  of  Pennsylvania,  I  find 
ID  her  affectionate  welcome,  so  kindly  expressed  by  her  first 
magistrate,  a  dear  recollection  of  past  favours,  and  a  new 
source  of  delightful  gratifications.  The  vejy  names  of  this 
State  and  her  Capitol,  recall  to  the  mind  those  philanthropic 
,  and  liberal  sentiments,  which  have  marked  every  step  of  their 
progress. 

"  Pennsylvania  has  been  the  theatre  of  most  important 
events ;  a  partaker  in  the  arduous  toils  and  meritorious  sacrifi- 
ces, which  insured  the  success  of  our  glorious  and  fiuitful  re- 
volution. I  particularly  thank  you,  Sir,  for  your  gratifying 
mention  of  my  personal  obligation  to  the  Pennsylvania  line,  nor 
will  I  ever  fi)rget,  that  on  Pennsylvania  ground,  not  far  fifom 
this  spot,  I  enjoyed,  for  the  first  time,  the  delight  to  find  inyself 
under  American  tents,  and  in  the  family  of  our  beloved  Cono- 
mander  in  Chief.  Now,  Sir,  Pennsylvania  is  ia  full  possession, 
and  reaps  all  the  prosperities,  and  happy  consequences,  of  that 
ereat  national  union,  of  those  special  institutions,  which,  by  of- 
fering b  a  self-governed  peofde  the  most  perfect  example  of 
Bocisd  order  that  ever  existed,  have  reduced  to  absurdity  and 
ridicule  the  anti-popular  arguments  of  pretended  statesmen  ia 
other  countries.  In  whatever  manner  I  may  be  disposed  o^ 
by  tbe  duties  and  feelings  in  which  you  have  been  pleased  to 
sympathize,  I  shall  ever  rank  this  day  among  the  most  fortunate 
m  my  life ;  and  while  I  beg  your  excellency  personally  to  ac- 
cept my  cordial  acknowledgments,  I  have  the  honour  to  offer 
to  him,  as  Governor  of  the  State,  a  tribute  of  profound  grati- 
tude, and  respected  devotion,  to  the  citizens  of  Pennsyltama." 

Havbg  ascended  his  barouche  and  six,  the  Gpeneral  pro- 
ceeded on  his  way ;  and  did  not  reach  Frankford  until  seven 
o'clock  b  the  evening — Quch  bebg  the  throngs  which  Ibed 
the  roads,  and  the  number  of  the  welcomes  offered,  and 
which  he  could  not  refuse.    He  passed  tbe  nigjbt  at  FraiMord. 
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A  9  o*6loGk  on  Tuesday  moming,  he  left  Fraokford  with  m 
numerous  esccvt  of  Digoitaries  and  citizens.  The  population 
of  the  City  poured  forth  at  an  early  hour  to  meet  him.  Car* 
riages,  horsemen,  and  pedestrians,  filled  every  avenue  from 
FrankfcMrd  to  Philadelphia,  a  distance  of  nearly  five  miles ;  and 
the  windows  and  stages  were  thronged  with  females,  all  eager 
to  welcome  him*  Loud  and  reiterated  as  were  the  acclama- 
tions, the  voices  could  not  ghre  full  utterance  to  the  overflowing 
hearts. 

In  a  field  of  ibrty  or  fifQr  acres,  at  the  entrance  of  the  city,  a 
Division  of  Militia,  composed  of  Cavalry,  Artillery,  and  Inlan* 

Sr,  were  drawn  up  in  hollow  square  to  receive  the  Patriot 
ero,  whose  approach  was  announced  by  a  salute  of  one  hun- 
dred rounds  ot  artillery.  This  military  spectacle  is  described 
as  grand  in  the  extreme.  The  General,  uncovered,  was  seen 
standing  in  his  barouche  by  the  whole  field.  The  car  of  Sala* 
din,  it  is  said,  could  not  exceed,  in  accompaniments,  that  of 
Liafayette.  The  troops  exceeded  6400.  After  the  reviewi 
which  the  General  made  on  foot,  he  received  the  sahiting 
honours  in  his  barouche. 

The  line  of  march  into  the  city  was  then  taken  up.  It  ex* 
tended  nearly  three  niiles,  and  passed  through  Dum^tius  streets. 
More  than  six  hours  were  consumed  in  proceedmg  from  Franks 
ford  to  the  State  House,  a  distance  of  about  four  mUes.  A 
fiill  description  of  this  procession,  and  the  decorated  arches 
cannot  be  given-Mhe  following  is  an  outline :  <-^ 

A  cavmloide  of  100  citizens  preceded ;  followed  bv  100 
Field  and  Staflf  officers.— Then  came  a  square  of  cavalry ;  a 
band  of  Music  mounted,  wad  a  corps  of  160  cavaL7.-^Next4  a 
Brigade  of  Infantry,  (2000  strong,)  with  flank  compames. 

Committee  of  Arrangements. 
General  Lafayette  and  Judge  Peters  in  the  splendid  barouche» 

Then  iGi^wed  four  other  barouches,  drawn  by  four  horses^ 
with  Govi^mors  Shultse  and  Williamson,  and  suites,  the  Gene- 
ral's family,  and  distinguished  individuals. 

Then  diree  cars  of  lai^e  dimensions,  contaim'ng  120  revohi* 
tionary  heroes  and  worthies,  each  characteristicaUy  decorated^ 
The  cars  bearing  on  the  front,  '*  Washington,"  on  the  rear, 
^Lafayette,"  and  on  the  sides,  ^Defenders  of  our  country,'' 
^  The  surmow  of  1776." 

Then  advanced  400  young  men.  Then  the  processioh 
«r  TBABsSyled  by  a  car,  containing  a  body  of  PrinterSi  at  work 
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at  case  and  press — tbe  latter  ^kingoff  and  distrilmtmg  copies 
of  an  Ode  on  the  occasion,  followed  by  the  Tjrpographical  So* 
dety,  with  a  banner,  with  the  inscription,' **  lap ATETTE—3jle 
IViend  of  Univeraal  Liberty^  and  the  Rights  of  the  PresiJ* 

Then  followed  200  Cordwainers,  (with  banners,  badges, 
emblems,  inc.  The  other  trades  were  also  decorated ;)— 300 
Weavers ; — 1 50  Rope-makers ; — 1 60  Lads, uniformly  dressed; 
«^100  Ship-builders ; — ^700  mechanics  of  different  frnfessioas^ 
not  enumerated ;— 150  Coopers,  with  a  car,  contabing  a 
Cooper's  shop,  the  workmen  fitting  the  staves  and  driving 
hoops  I'— Then  came  150  Butchers,  well  mounted,  and  neady 
dressed  in  their  frocks  ;-^then  260  Cartmen,  mounted,  mm 
aprons  trimmed  with  blue;  and  a  body  of  150  Riflemen,  in 
frocks,  dressed  with  plaids,  leopard  skins,  &c.  A  company  of 
Artillery,  with  two  pieces ;  a  Bngade  of  Infantry,  ( 1 800  strong,) 
and  the  New-Jersey  Cavalry.  A  body  of  300  farmers  closed 
the  procession. 

Besides  the  above,  there  were  the  Red  Men  of  die  State, 
the  Lafayette  Association,  the  True  Republican  Society,  die 
Washington  and  Lafayette  Society ;  and  tbe  German  American 
■Society. 

The  whole  appearance  of  this  truly  Orand  Procestion  WM 
august  and  imposing.  As  it  passed,  Lafajrette !  La&yette ! 
iprang  from  the  voices  of  a  multitude  that  rolled  on,  and  on, 
and  on,  like  wave  after  wave  of  the  ocean,  in  numbers  we  shall 
not  presume  to  name,  [but  which  were  estimated  at  200,000,] 
Lafayette  beat  in  every  heart — Lafayette  hung  on  every  tongue 
<— Lafayette  gbwed  in  every  cheek--*La&yette  glistened  in 
every  swimming  eye — ^Lafayette  swelled  on  every  gale.  The 
whole  city  and  country  appeared  to  have  airayed  themselves 
in  all  their  glory,  and  beauty,  and  strength,  at  once  to  witness 
end  adorn  the  majesty  of  the  spectacle ;  and  the  fadibnaUe 
part  of  the  community  seemed  determined  to  exhSiit  tbe  per- 
fection of  taste  in  the  beauty  of  the  decoration  of  their  p^^ns^ 
and  the  richness  of  the'Hr  attire.  In  Chesnut-street,  wreaths 
were  cast  into  the  barouche,  as  it  passed,  and  many  of  them 
were  from  the  fair  hands  of  the  Quakeresses. 

After  the  procession  had  passed  through  the  principal  streets, 
the  front  halted  at  the  old  State  House,  which  contains  die 
Hall  in  which  the  Declaration  of  Independence  was  signed  m 
1776, 

Here  the  General  alighted,  passed  under  a  most  magnifioevt 
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Iriuiiiphal  ardi,  and  was  coDchicted  to  the  Hall,  wfaicii  ]»  forty 
feet  square,  and  was  decorated  in  a  most  splendid  manner. 
Among  the  decorations  was  a  Statue  of  Washington,  and  Por« 
traits  of  William  Penn,  Franklin,  Robert  Morris,  Francis  Hoi>- 
kinson,  Greene,  Wayne,  Montgomery,  Hamilton,  Crates,  Ro* 
ehambeau,  Charles  Carrol,  M'Kean,  Jefferson,  Hancock^ 
Adams,  Madison,  Monroe,  and  Charles  Thompson^  The  por* 
frait  of  Washington  by  Peale,  occupied  the  first  place,  and  was 
most  splendidly  decorated.  Here  were  assembled  the  City 
authorities,  the  Society  of  Cincinnati,  the  Judges,  Officers  of 
the  Army  and  Navy,  and  the  Committee  of  Ajrangements,  aU 
seated  on  superb  sofas.  The  Governor  of  the  State  having 
been  presented,  (General  Lafayette,  Judge  Peters,  and  George 
Washington  Lafa3rette  were  introduced,  the  company  all  stand* 
ing.  The  Mayor  of  the  ci^  then  welcomed  the  Guest,  in  the 
foUowing  address : — 

^^  General — ^The  citizens  of  Philadelphia  welcome  to  their 
homes,  the  Patriot  who  has  long  been  dear  to  their  hearts. 

^^  Grateful  at  all  times  for  the  enjoyment  of  a  free  govern* 
ment,  they  are,  on  this  occasion,  pecuHarly  anxious,  but  unaUe 
to  express  a  deep  felt  sentiment  of  pure  affection  towards  thoso 
v^enerated  men,  whose  martial  and  civil  virtues,  under  provi- 
dence, have  conferred  upon  themselves  and  their  descendants^ 
this  mighty  Uessmg. 

•  ^^  Fort^-eight  years  ago,  in  this  city,  and  in  this  hallowed 
Hall,  which  may  emphatically  be  called  the  Birthrplaee  ofh^ 
dependence^  a  convention  of  men,  such  as  the  world  has  rarelf 
aeen,  pre-eminent  for  talents  and  patriotism,  solemnly  declared 
their  determination  to  assume  for  themselves  the  right  of  selfr 
government,  and  that  they  and  their  posterity  should  thenceforth 
assert  their  just  rank  among  the  nations  of  the  earth.  A  small| 
but  cherished  band  of  those  who  breasted  the  storm  and  sus- 
tained the  principles  thus  promulgated  to  the  world,  still  rer 
mains. — ^In  the  iront  rank  of  these  worthies,  history  will  find, 
and  we  now  delight  to  honour.  General  Lafayette,  whose  whole 
life  has  been  devoted  to  the  cause  of  fireedom,  and  to  the  sop 
port  of  the  unalienable  rights  of  man. 

"  General-^Many  of  your  co-patriots  have  passed  away,  but 
the  remembrance  of  their  virtues  and  their  services  shall  never 
pass  from  the  minds  of  this  people ;  theirs  is  an  imperishable 
rame,  the  pi^operty  of  ages  yet  to  come.  But  we  turn  from  the 
fcad  recoUectioii  of  the  illustrious  dead,  to  bail  with  beartrlek 
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jogr  the  Skistrioiis  living,  and  agaia  bid  wdoome,  most  kiodlf 
and  afiectkmately  welcome,  to  the  Guest  of  the  Nationi  fm 
Patriot  Lafayette." 

To  which  the  General  replied  as  folbws  ^— 

«( Sir— My  entrance  mto  this  fair  and  great  city,  amidst  the 
most  solemn  and  affecting  recollections,  and  under  all  the  CV'* 
cumstances  of  a  welcome,  which  no  expression  could  adequately 
acknowledge,  has  excited  emotions  in  my  heart,  in  which  are 
mingled  the  feelings  of  nearly  fifty  years. 

^'  Here,  Sir,  within  these  sacred  wails,  by  a  council  of  wise 
and  devoted  patriots,  and  in  a  style  worthy  of  the  deed  itseli^ 
was  boldly  declared  the  independence  of  these  vast  United 
States,  which,  while  it  anticipated  the  independence,  and  I  hope, 
the  republican  independence  of  the  whole  American  Hemis- 
phere, has  begun  for  the  civilized  world,  the  era  of  a  new  and 
of  the  only  true  social  order,  founded  on  the  unalienable  rigMa 
of  man,  the  practicability  and  advantage  of  which,  are  every 
day  admirably  demonstrated  by  the  happiness  and  prosperity 
of  your  populous  city. 

•  ^^  Here,  Sir,  was  planned  the  formation  of  our  virtuous,  bravei 
revolutionary  army,  and  the  providendal  inspiration  received, 
that  gave  tl^  conunand  of  it  to  our  beloved,  matchless,  Wasb* 
JBgtott.  But  these  and  many  other  remembrances  are  mingled 
with  a  deep  regret  for  the  numerous  cotemporaries,  for  the 
g;reat  and  eood  men,  whose  loss  we  have  remained  to  mourn. 
•—It  is  to  their  services.  Sir,  to  your  regard  for  their  memory, 
to  your  knowledge  of  the  friendships  I  have  enjoyed,  that  I 
refer  the  greater  part  of  honours,  here  and  elsewbeffe  receiTcd, 
much  supenor  to  my  individual  merit. 

^'  It  is  also  under  the  auspices  of  their  venerated  names,  9$ 
well  as  under  the  impulse  of  my  ovm  sentiments,  that  I  beg  you, 
Mr.  Mayor,  you  gendemen  of  both  Councils,  and  all  the  citt* 
aens  of  Philadelphia,  to  accept  the  tribute  of  my  affictionate 
respect  and  profound  gratitude." 

The  arches  were  very  numerous,  and  extremely  beautiful, 
tasty,  and  mgenious — uniting  high  moral  feeling,  with  ardent 
patriotism.  ^  Some  idea  may  be  formed  of  them  by  the  foUow- 
u^  description  of  the  one  in  Chemut-street : — 

It  was  constructed  of  frame  work,  covered  with  canvass,  and 
fiunted  in  perfect  imitation  of  stone,  after  the  plan  of  the  tri- 
umphal Arch  of  Septimus  SevertUj  at  Rome.  Its  front  45  feel^ 
depth  12,  embracing  a  basement  story  of  the  Doric  ordar^ 
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'ftom  which  the  Arch  qpnuig  to  the  height  of  24  feet  from  the 
pavement. 

The  spandalt'  on  each  front  were  decorated  with  figures  of 
JPome,  pamted  in  boiso  relievoj  having  their  arms  extended  and 
holding  a  civic  crown  over  the  key  stone.  The  wings  of  tb« 
Ionic  order,  were  decorated  with  statues  of  LibertiLplcionff 
Independence^  and  Plenty^  with  suitable  mottos.  The  whole 
flurmounted  by  an  entablature  30  feet,  and  supporting  a  flight 
of  steps  \  in  toe  centre  were  the  Arms  of  the  city,  executed  Df 
Mr.  SiTLLT ;  on  each  side  of  the  Arms  were  placed  statues  ctf 
Wisdom  and  JustUey  sculptured  by  Mr.  Rush,  with  appropriate 
emblems.  Tliis  splendid  work  of  Art  was  desioed  by  Mr. 
Strickland,  tod  executed  by  Messrs.  Warben,  Da&let,  and 
JjSFFERsoK,  scene  painters.  The  superficial  surface  of  painted 
canvass  exceeded  3000  square  feet. 

The  Governor  of  Louisiana  and  many  strangers  and  cid^ens 
were  introduced.  Among  others,  the  General  recognised  an 
old  friend  in  Colonel  Ferret,  and  embraced  him.  The 
Colonel  burst  into  a  flood  of  tears,  and  was  so  completely 
overwhelmed  with  emotion,  as  to  be  compelled  to  reure.  He 
cAimanded  a  regiment  in  the  revolutionary  war,  was  wounded 
and  knocked  ofl'bis  horse. 

At  five  o'clock,  the  General  left  the  Hall,  accompanied  by 
the  City  Authorities,  resumed  his  barouche,  and  was  escorted 
W  six  companies,  under  Colonel  Williams,  to  the  Miansion- 
House.  In  the  evening  he  paid  visits  to  Mrs.  Morris,  and 
jeveral  other  distinguished  Ladies  of  his  former  acquaintance. 

In  the  evening  the  City  was  illuminated.  Numerous  tran»- 
parencies  were  exhibited,  which  displayed  exquisite  taste  and 
•elegance.  A  slight  shower  of  rain  threw  a  damp  over  the 
buoyant  spirits  for  a  short  time,  but  it  was  soon  over.  Win- 
dows were  arrayed  with  beautiful  marble  and  alabaster,  and 
decorated  with  the  fairest  contents  of  the  green  houses.  The 
United  States  Bank  was  a  perfect  anomaly  in  illumination. 
The  lights  were  so  arranged  as  not  to  be  seen,  and  the  doors 
being  thrown  open  so  as  to  discover  the  interior,  the  whole 
building  presented  the  appearance  of  a  palace  of  transparent 
marble. 

Od  Wednesday  the  General  held  a  levee  at  the  Hall  of  the 
State  House,  and  thousands  shook  his  hand.  At  this  levee  he 
M^eived  no  less  than  fourteen  Addresses,  from  the  a^d  Sd- 
4icrs ;  the  Clergy,  [nresented  by  Bishop  White ;  the  PfaUoso- 
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phicftl  ftnd  Bible  Societies ;  the  University ;  the  Cbatnber  of 
Commerce  ;  the  Bar ;  the  Young  Men ;  the  French  Citizens; 
the  Washington  Orap ;  the  Lafayette  Association ;  the  Re« 
Toimionary  Officers,  and  the  Young  Ladies  of  several  Schoob. 
His  answer  to  each  was  peculiarly  pertinent.  He  afterwards 
dined  with  the  corporation*  The  following  was  his  toast  on  the 
occasion  t-— 

"  The  City  of  Philadelphia,  where  American  Independence 
was  first  proclaimed,  and  wiiere  the  Holy  Alliance  of  public  order 
with  popular  institutions  is  every  day  happily  demonstrated.'* 

In  the  evening  he  visited  General  Caowalladsb^  and  re- 
vived all  the  officers  of  the  late  parade. 

On  Thursday  he  dined  with  his  family ;  and  in  the  evening 
called  on  Doctor  Griffith ;  was  at  Mr.  Huerta's  Qmcert ;  and 
afterwards  waited  on  Mrs»  Powell. 

On  Friday  he  dined  with  Governor  Shukze ;  and  before 
dinner  called  on  Judge  Peters,  and  Mrs.  (Major)  Jackson. 
After  dinner  he  called  on  the  widow  and  daughter  of  Colo- 
nel  Tousard,  then  visited  Mrs.  Nicklin,  the  daughter  of  the 
late  General  M'Pherson.  ^ 

In  the  evening  he  visited  the  Philosophical  Society,  and 
spent  the  remainder  at  the  house  of  Mrs.  rf.  Biddle. 

On  Saturday  he  visited  the  Navy  Yard,  attended  by  the 
Governor  and  citizens  of  the  first  distinction,  escorted  by  the 
United  States  Marines,  a  regiment  of  Militia,  several  indepen- 
dent companies,  and  a  long  civic  procession.  His  arrival  at 
the  Yard  was  announced  by  a  salute,  from  the  John  AdamS| 
commanded  by  Captain  Dallas.  He  first  alighted  at  Major 
Gamble's  quarters,  where  he  received  an  address  from  the 
Corporation  of  Southwaik.  As  he  passed  the  green  a  num* 
ber  of  children  chanted  suitable  pieces  of  music  in  honour  of 
the  Hero.  He  was  then  received  by  Commodore  Barron  and 
bis  officers,  was  addressed  by  the  former,  and  took  a  view  of 
die  ships  of  war,  Ssc.  A  collation  was  provided  in  the  Mould 
room  by  the  officers  of  the  station,  at  which  over  500  Ladies 
and  ^0  Gentlemen  were  present.  After  refreshment  the 
Commodore  introduced  the  Ladies  separately  to  the  Generalf 
who  took  each  by  the  hand,  receiving  from  them  very  agreea* 
ble  tokens  of  affection  and  admiration.  The  John  Adams  was 
beautiiuUy  decorated  and  manned  on  the  occasion.  The  i^ 
eeption  of  the  General  by  Mrs.  Gamble  was  universally  praised* 

Afiar  returning  from  the  Navy  Yard,  the  General  dbed  wnk 
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3 awards  of  400  Brethren  of  the  Fraternttyy  at  the  Maionio 
all.    The  scene  was  brilliant  and  munificent. 

Of  the.  Masons  present  were  Brothers  Geqrze  Washington 
Lafayette,  La  VasseuTy  Commodore  Stewart,  Major  Gambhi 
General  Porter,  and  Colonel  Victor  Dupont,  of  Delaware, 
former  aid  to  Brother  Lafayette. 

In  the  evening  he  paid  a  visit  to  Joseph  Reed,  Esq.  attend- 
ed the  Concert  at  the  Washington  Saloon,  and  spent  the  re- 
mainder of  the  evening  at  the  house  of  General  CadwaUader, 
in  company  with  Mr.  Adams,  Secretaiy  of  State,  and  other 
distinguished  citizens. 

On  the  Sabhath  he  attended  divine  worship  at  Christ  Church, 
and  heard  a  sermon  from  the  venerable  Bishop  White.  He 
afterwards  dined  at  the  country  residence  of  Judge  Peters,  ia 
company  with  Mr.  John  Quincy  Adams,  Mr.  Forseth,  Mr.  Breck, 
Greneral  Cadwallader,  General  Barnard,  Major  Gamble,  and 
many  others. 

The  Grand  Civic  Ball  given  in  honour  of  General  Lafayette, 
on  Monday  evening,  at  the  New  Theatre,  exceeded  in  maoii- 
ficence  and  beauty  any  thing  of  the  kind  ever  witnessed.  Be- 
tween fifteen  uid  seventeen  hundred  ladies  and  gentlemen 
were  present,  exhibiting  an  unrivalled  galaxy  of  fashion,  ele- 
gance, and  splendour.  The  company  assembled  early,  and 
were  nearly  all  present  at  9  o'clock,  when  the  General  arrived, 
forming  for  his  reception  a  most  imposing  group  and  avenue. 
The  detaik  of  this  brilliant  entertainment  it  is  not  in  our  power 
to  rive. 

Of  the  company  present  were  Mrs.  (Robert)  Morris,  the 
Misses  Bollman,  daughters  of  Doctor  Bollman,  who  attem|Aed 
with  Colonel  Huger  to  secure  Lafayette  from  Olmutz,  Go- 
vernor Shultze,  Governor  Williamson,  John  Quincy  Adams, 
Esq.,  General  Barnard,  and  distingui^ed  citizens  from  many 
of  me  States,  the  whole  amounting  to  nearly  200.  Several 
thousand  persons  were  present. 

Over  2000  pupils  ol  the  Schools  of  both  sexes,  were  ar- 
ranged on  Tuesday  morning  in  the  State  House  yard  to  re- 
ceive and  address  General  Lafayette. — ^The  spectacle  wa« 
beautiful  and  interesting. 

On  the  5th  of  October,  Lafayette  left  Philadelphia.  He 
passed  the  Brandywine,  and  entered  Wilmuigton,  the  capital 
of  Delaware,  on  the  6th  about  nooa.  He  was  received  with 
demonstirations  of  lively  gratitude  and  joy  ^  and  a  sumpttioof 
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repast  wasprovided  for  him.  He  then  proceeded  to  Newcas- 
tle in  that  State,  and  was  present  at  the  marriage  of  Colonel  V* 
Dupont,  formerly  one  of  his  aids  in  France.  From  this  place 
he  proceeded  to  Frenchtown. 

Agreeably  to  arrangement,  the  steam-boat  Unhed  States, 
captain  Edward  Trippe,  left  Baltimore  for  Frenchtown  oa 
Wednesday  morning  at  9  o'clock,  with  the  committee  from  the 
corporation  of  that  city,  the  military  committee,  and  other  gen- 
tlemen, who  went  with  the  committee  by  invitation.  Hiis  de- 
futation  was  accompanied  by  a  most  interestmg  member,  Mr. 
>u  Boismarten,  a  venerable  Frenchman,  whose  head  is  whiten- 
ed with  83  cold  winters,  many  of  them  he  had  found  not  orif 
cold,  but  cheerless  and  bleak.  He  is  the  personage  who  pro 
cured  and  commanded  the  vessel  that  first  landed  Lafayette 
upon  our  soil.  At  3  o'clock  the  company  partook  of  an  ex- 
cellent dinner  provided  for  the  occasion. 

The  boat  arrived  at  Frenchtown  about  half  past -4  in  the 
afternoon.  The  Governor's  Aids  accompanied  by  a  squadron 
of  Cavalry,  under  the  command  of  Captain  Jacob  Hollings- 
worth,  proceeded  immediately  to  the  Delaware  line,  to  escort 
the  General  to  Frenchtown. 

At  about  8  o'clock  in  the  evening,  the  Hon.  John  Quincy 
Adams  arrived  at  Frenchtown,  in  the  Union  Line,  on  his  way 
to  Washington.  The  Deoutation  waited  upon  him  and  inform- 
ed him  that  he  had  been  mvited  to  be  present  at  Baltimore  to 
Earticipate  in  the  reception  of  General  Lafayette,  and  desired 
im  to  come  on  board  of  the  steam-boat  United  States.  He 
thanked  them  kindly  for  this  mark  of  respect  and  attention,  and 
accepted  the  invitation.  He  was  then  conducted  into  the 
cabin  and  introduced  to  all  present. 

The  General,  having  been  detained  till  very  late  at  the 
nuptial  party  of  his  friend,  Mr.  Victor  Dupont,  did  not  arrive 
at  the  Maryland  line  till  after  1  o'clock  in  the  morning.  He 
was  there  presented  by  Louis  M'Lane,  Esq.  Chairman  of  the 
Delaware  Cbraraitlee,  to  the  Aids  of  the  Governor  of  Mary- 
land. The  first  aid  announced  to  the  General  in  very  appro- 
priate and  warm  terms,  in  behalf  of  his  Excellency  Governor 
Stevens,  a  cordial  welcome  to  the  State  of  Maryland  ;  and  in- 
formed him  that  they  were  read  v  to  escort  him  to  head  quarters 
which  were  established  at  Fort  jVI'Henry.  The  General  ai»- 
rived  at  Frenchtown  a  little  after  2  o'clock,  to  which  place  the 
Delaware  Committee  accompanied  him.     Mr.  M'Lane  there^ 
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on  parting,  made  a  roost  feefing  and  elegant  address,  and  b  be- 
ban  of  himself  and  associates,  took  a  most  afiectionate  leave» 
The  Aids  of  tbe  Governor  then  conducted  the  General  on 
board  the  steam-boat,  where  the  Deputations  receiyed  him 
upon  the  deck.  Mr.  Mbrris,  President  of  the  First  Branch  of 
the  City  Council,  and  Chairman  of  the  Committee,  advanced 
to  the  Guest  and  addressed  him  in  a  manner  that  evinced  at 
once  that  he  felt  what  he  spoke  from  the  bottom  of  his  heart- 
it  was  as  follows: — 

"  General — ^The  Immortal  Franklin,  dwelling  with  rapture  on 
tbe  high  destination  which  bis  matchless  and  prophetic  mind 
feresaw  awaited  his  country— -ever  alive  for  tbe  success  of  its 
imtried  institutions,  imagined  the  happiness  of  it  would  afford  a 
patriot  of  the  revolution  who  bad  been  summoned  from  this 
worM,  could  he,  at  a  distant  period,  be  allowed  to  return  and 
see  fulfilled  all  his  fond  hopes  in  relation  to  this  our  beloved 
country. 

"  Illustrious  Sir — That  which  appeared  but  the  offiipring  of 
the  musings  and  reveries  of  our  Patriot  Father,  has  substan 
tially  been  realized  in  you.  The  distinguished  part  which  you 
acted  durin|  the  war  of  our  Independence,  and  the  sequel  of 
jour  life,  nirnish  abundant  evidence  of  the  intense  interest 
which  you  have  entertained  for  our  welfare — ^your  chivalric 
exertions,  in  our  behalf,  having  been  crowned  with  peace,  you 
gave  a  distinguished  proof  that  no  sordid  or  selfish  motive  im- 
pelled jTDur  actions.  You  returned  to  the  land  of  your  fathers ! 
-—blessings  on  your  name  and  work  proclaimed  (rom  every 
tongue.  Between  that  and  the  present  time,  is  an  era  in  which 
has  occurred  the  most  exUraordinary  events  recorded  in  history 
—when  the  empires  of  the  Old  World  have  been  convulsed  to 
their  foundatbns,  and  thrones  dashed  one  against  another; 
During  the  same  period  there  has  arisen  in  this  our  New 
World,  a  confederate  Republic,  which  had  its  origin  with,  and 
b  acted  upon  and  kept  in  motioii  by  the  people,  to  whom  this 
invaluable  right  bekyfigs — a  principle  which  the  whole  tenor 
of  your  consistent  political  life  has  sbown  dear  to  you.  its  fit* 
fiflness  to  conduce  to  our  happiness  in  peace,  axxt  protection  in 
war,  and  every  other  object  of  legitimate  government,  has  been 
confirmed  by  every  variety  of  event  that  could  illustrate  its 
wisdom  and  test  its  durability.  It  has  pleased  Divine  Provi* 
dence  to  have  spared  and  protracted  your  eventful  life,  that 
you  might  contrast  the  origm  with  the  present  elevated  station 
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wbiGh  this  country  has  assuoied  among  the  nations  of  the  earth) 
and  to  'realize  the  blessings  enjoyed  by  ten  millions  of  people, 
"who  sitting  under  their  own  vine  and  fig-tree,"  whh  our 
country's  friend,  and  the  Friend  of  Mankind! 

<*  The  Corporation  of  Baltimore,  ilRiting  with  our  common 
country,  in  the  joy  that  swells  every  bosom,  as  the  organ  of 
public  sentiment,  have  deputed  us  to  advance,  to  receive  and 
welcome  you,  and,  as  heralds,  proclaim  the  lively  and  distin- 
guished pleasure  our  community  holds  in  reserve,  at  die  pros- 
pect of  our  city  being  again  honoured  by  your  presence,  and 
to  assure  you,  that  could  their  sensations  towards  you  bear  anr 
additional  excitement,  they  would  derive  renewed  strengtn 
from  the  gratifying  manner,  that  you  have  recurred  to  an  event 
in  the  revolutionary  history,  which  affords  an  assurance,  they 
have  maintamed  a  place  in  your  recollection.  Although  time 
has  diminished  the  number  of  those  who  personally  knew  you, 
and  their  survivers  but  a  chosen  few,  who  breasted  the  same 
storm,  who  mingled  their  blood  with  yours,  in  the  same  glori* 
ous  strife.  Nevertheless,  there  has  arisen  a  new  generation^ 
who  are  restless  and  impatient  to  survey  the  features  of  a  man, 
whose  talents,  whose  energies,  wliose  virtues,  whose  disinter- 
ested services  in  the  cause  of  Liberty,  have  long  since  roused 
in  their  bosoms  the  raptures  of  enthusiasm ;  and  who  delight 
to  repeat  the  never  dymg  name  of  Lafayette." 

The  General  having  but  just  left  his  Delaware  friends,  and 
if^eeting  so  suddenly  this  reception,  it  affected  him  most  sensi** 
blv — he  pressed  his  hand  to  his  heart,  and  said,  lam  graiifaL 
He  was  then  introduced  by  Mr.  Morris  to  the  gentlemen  of 
the  Corporation — ^then  to  General  Harper,  who  delivered  a  feet 
ing  address. 

General  Smith  and  Colonel  Bentalou  stepped  forward  and 
announced  to  him  the  object  of  their  mission,  and  the  joy  they 
felt  in  meeting  him  again.  The  General  embraced  them  in 
the  warmest  and  most  affectionate  manner,  and  inquired  par- 
ticularly after  his  old  friends  and  associates. — ^The  meeting  of 
the  General  with  the  amiable,  retiring,  and  venerable  Mons* 
Du  Boismartin,  was  of  a  most  touching  character  to  the  send* 
tive  mind — ^they  held  each  other  by  die  hand  and  conversed 
together  in  French  for  a  considerable  time.  After  the  intro- 
ductions were  gone  through,  Captain  Trippe  announced  that 
he  had  an  entertainment  ready  tor  tlfe  company.  TTiey  aH. 
followed  the  General  to  the  cabin,  and  a  little  after  3  o'dodi; 
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Ad  G6D^  repaired  to  the  ladies  cabin,  prepared  for, his  lodg- 
ing room,  and  invited  Mr.  Adams  to  accompany  him*  The 
company  then  retired  to  their  births.  During  the  night  parti- 
cularly the  early  part  of  it,  the  rain  poured  down  in  torrents,  in 
which  the  Cavaby  and  the  Governor's  Aids  were  drenched,  but 
they  heeded  it  not. 

Just  as  the  steam-boat  entered  the  Patapsco,  the  threatening 
clouds  dispersed,  the  morning  sun  shone  forth  m  its  brightest 
efiulgeace,  and  seemed  to  bid  ^^  Welcome  to  Lafayette^  Dur- 
ing the  night  the  company  were  apprehensive  the  day  would 
be  unpropitious  to  Baltimore,  but  as  '^  the  bright  sun  shone  out,"* 
their  hearts  leaped  for  joy.  On  approaching  the  fort,  the  steam- 
boats Maryland,  Virginia,  Philadelphia,  and  Eagle,  all  beautifulljr 
dressed  with  flags  and  streamers  flying,  came  down  the  river^ 
full  of  anxious  citizens,  to  meet  the  United  States,  and  passed 
transversely  around  her — as  they  passed,  the  people  on  board 
waved  their  hats,  and  gave  the  most  hearty,  enlivening,  and  oft 
repeated  cheering.  The  five  boats,  in  regular  order,  die  Unit" 
ed  States  leading  the  van,  proceeded  for  the  fort,  durin^hich 
they  came  along-side,  alternately,  and  the  passengers  sHuted 
the  General,  which  he  received,  uncovered,  in  the  most  cordial 
manner.    The  whole  scene  was  most  interesting. 

The  landing  was  a  very  interesting  scene.  The  barge,  com- 
manded by  Captain  Gardner,  and  manned  by  some  of  our  most 
respectable  ship  masters,  was  the  first  that  made  for  the  shore 
— ^it  contained  Greneral  Lafayette,  Mr.  Secretary  Adams,  Ge- 
neral Smith,  Mr.  Du  Boismam'n,  and  Mr.  Morris.  In  the  second 
boat,  George  Washir^on  Lafayette,  Mons.  La  Vaiseur,  Colo- 
Del  Paul  Bentalou,  Mr.  Patterson,  and  the  Governor's  Aids  ; 
and  the  other  members  of  the  Deputation  followed  b  succes- 
sion. The  General  was  received  at  the  platform  at  Fort 
M'Henry,by  Col.  Hindman,  of  the  army  of  tneU.  States,  and 
Edward  G.  Woodyear,  Esq.  a  member  of  the  committee  of 
arrangement  The  officers  of  the  Army  and.  .Navy  in  Balti- 
more, the  Citizen  Volunteers  of  Fort  M'Henry,  during  the 
bombardment,  the  Committee  of  Vigilance  and  Safety  of  1814, 
and  the  oflScers  of  the  late  36th  and  38th  United  States  reg^• 
ments  of  Infantry,  had  their  stations,  and  the  General  passed 
.through  their  line  on  his  march  up  to  the  '<  star  fort."  Upon 
entering  the  gate  the  troops  of  the  garrison  presented  arma— 
then  opened  to  the  right  and  left,  which  brought  to  his  view  the 
lent  ol  Washington.    Upon  which  His  Excellency  Governor 
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Stevens  advanced  from  the  tent,  and  greeted  liim  widi  tbe  tat* 

lowing  address : — 

'^General — ^In  bidding  you  a  hearQrwdcome  to  tbe  State  of 
Maryland,  whilst  I  gratify  the  honest  feelings  of  my  own  heart, 
I  express,  but  feebly,  those  of  the  people,  whom  it  is  my  pride 
and  pleasure  on  this  occasion  to  represent. 

^<  jSeneath  this  venerable  canopy,  many  a  time  and  oft  have 
jrou  grasped  the  friendly  hand  of  our  illustrious  Washington, 
aided  bis  council  with  your  animating  voice,  or  shared  mtb  him 
the  hardy  soldier's  meal.  The  incidents  which  the  assodatbn 
so  forcibly  recalls,  however  mspiring,  it  were  needless  to  dweD 
upon.  The  recollection  of  them  fills  the  mind  with  gratitude^ 
.a  full  measure  of  which  is  jusdy  due  to  you,  as  the  generous 
companion  of  our  fathers,  the  gaUant  and  disinterested  soldier  of 
fiberty. 

*'  May  the  sentiments  of  gratitude  towards  the  author  of  the 
blessings  we  enjoy,  never  be  weakened  in  tbe  bosoms  of  my 
countrymen. 

"^  this  very  ground,  scarce  ten  years  are  past  since  our 
brav^ellow  citizens,  have  proved  that  they  knew  now  to  defend 
the  liberty,  which  you  noblv  assisted  them  to  achieve.  Ten 
times  an  hundred  years  shall  elapse,  and  the  glorious  example 
shall  not  be  lost  upon  them. 

"  You  are  about.  General,  to  enter  the  city  of  Baltimore, 
which  you  have  known  in  other  days.  In  her  growth  and  em* 
bellishment,  you  will  behold  a  symbol  ofour  national  prosperity, 
i]nder  popular  Institutions,  and  a  purely  Representative  Govern- 
ment Her  monuments  apdy  illustrate  the  feeUngs  of  my  fdfew 
citizens. 

^  In  the  column  which  has  been  reared  to  the  blessed  memcNy 
of  Washington,  we  have  an  evidence  of  the  veneration  and  per- 
manency with  which  they  cherish  the  memory  of  your  compa- 
triots, the  heroes  of  the  revolution.  In  the  column  of  latter  date, 
you  will  discern  the  gratitude  of  freemen,  for  tiie  serviees  of 
those  who  devote  themselves  to  the  cause  of  liberty. 

"  Welcome,  thrice  welcome.  General,  to  the  soil  of  Maiyw 
land.  Nothing  that  we  can  do,  can  too  stron^y  express  to  you 
the  affection  and  respect  which  we  entertain  for  your  person 
and  your  principles,  or  the  joy  widi  which  we  receive  you  among 
us^  as  a  long  absent  Father  upon  a  visit  to  his  children." 

The  Governor  then  conducted  him  to  the  Tent,  where  he 
found  tbe  Society  of  the  Cincianati|the  patriarchs  of  the  revo* 
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lution — here  he  was  received  and  embraced  by  a]}  of  tbem-^ 
the  scene  was  one  of  the  most  impressive  and  heart-toucbingi 
that  was  ever  witnessed— all  were  convulsed  into  team,  but  thejr 
were  tears  of  the  most  heart*felt  joy  and  gratulation« 

ColonelJohn  £.  Howard,  the  hero  of  Cowpens,  and  President 
of  the  Cincimiati  Society,  when  the  first  emotion  had  subsided^ 
addressed  the  General  in  the  name  of  the  Society,  who  in  his 
reply,  declared  that  "  language  could  not  express  his  feelings 
with  meeting  with  his  brothers  in  arms,  in  the  Tent  of  thev 
common  friend,  the  beloved  Washington."  He  then  most  af- 
fectionately embraced  his  old  friends,  Charles  Carroll,  of  Car* 
rollton,oneofthesigDei8of  the  I>eclarat]on  of  lodependencei 
General  Beeson,  General  Strieker,  Colonel  Howard,  and  aH 
the  aged  members  of  the  association,  while  tears  rolled  down 
their  venerable  cheeks.  He  shook  hands  with  the  younger  meuhr 
bers  in  the  most  cordial  ouumer ,  looked  frequenuy  with  an  in* 
Quirbg  eye  round  the  Teot,  and  seemed  deeply  fmected.  Oo 
cliscovering  part  of  Washinetoo*s  camp  equipage,  he  said  in  an 
under  voice,  ^^  I  remember!'*  There  was  not  a  dry  eye  Sn  th# 
Tent. 

The  Greneral  and  invited  guests  then  retired  to  an  adjommg 
Marquee,  to  an  excellent  breakfast  prepared  for  the  occasion, 
when  many  recoUectioDS  of  former  days  were  brought  forcibly 
to  mind ;  and  when  this  repast  closed,  the  General  was  con- 
ducted to  his  barouche,  accompanied  as  before  by  all  the  civil 
and  military  authorities  presenC  When  he  had  taken  his  seat, 
Charles  Carroll,  General  Smith,  and  Colonel  Howard,  wero 
handed  into  the  same  barouche,  which  was  followed  by  anoth^ 
containing  George  Washmgton  Lafayette,  whose  warm  recep* 
tion  we  should  have  notie^  before.  Colonel  Bentalou,  and  two 
other  gendemen,  and  other  carri^es  followed* 

The  General's  barouche  exceeds  in  beauty  any  thing  of  tho 
iund  in  America ;  it  was  built  expressly  for  the  purpose,  by 
Curlet  ii  Co.  of  this  city.  When  the  carriage  drove  from  the 
outer  gate  of  the  fort,  the  General  was  received  by  about  one 
thousand  cavalry,  who  formed  his  escort  into  the  city,  followed 
by  thousands  of  citizens. 

On  passing  Federal  Hill,  a  salute  of  twenty-four  cuns  was 
fired,  to  denote  the  number  of  States  composing  the  Union,  oo 
the  return  of  the  General  to  America. 

Descending  Federal  Hill,  the  procession  passed  under  a  beail*- 
tifiil  arch  at  the  head  of  Forest-street    Tne  crowd  of  citizooi 
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bailinff  himiiere,  was  extreme]/  great,  and  the  increase  coo- 
tinuea  every  step  till  he  reached  the  magnificent  arch  at  the 
head  of  Market-street,  where  his  firiends  descended  from  the 
barouche,  and  he  alone  proceeded  down  the  line  of  railitaiy, 
which  extended  far  into  Old  Town,  and  from  this  fact  it  may- 
be collected  that  ten  thousand  troops  were  present  The  ap- 
pearance of  Market-street  was  splendid  and  animating— eveiy 
house-top,  every  door  was  filled  with  spectators ;  and  of  the 
multitudes  of  female  beauty  and  fashion  that  crowded  all  the 
windows,  and  every  street,  it  would  be  no  easy  task  to  give  a 
description. 

The  streets  were  also  thronged,  but  the  greatest  order  pre- 
vailed, and  the  Nation's  Guest  passed  along  the  vast  line,  cheered 
by  a  hundred  thousand  voices,  and  by  the  waving  of  handker- 
chiefs and  flags.  Having  passed  through  a  splendid  arch  at 
Market-street  bridge,  he  proceeded  to  Fell's  Point,  and  return- 
ing by  Pratt  and  Gay-streets,  be  descended  at  the  Exchange, 
and  entering  the  great  hall,  was  received  by  the  Mayor  and 
Councils.  The  Mayor  delivered  an  appropriate  address,  to 
which  the  Qeneral  made  an  afifectionate  reply,  and  after  the 
usual  ceremonies,  he  returned  to  his  barouche,  and  proceeded 
to  Light-street,  across  which,  at  the  entrance  bto  Market-street, 
an  elegant  pavilion  had  been  erected,  into  which  he  was  con- 
ducted, accompanied  by  a  number  of  distinguished  persons  ; 
and  here  be  received  the  passing  salute  of  one  of  the  finest 
assemblages  of  military  men  ever  seen  in  any  American  city  ; 
language  would  fail  in  describing  the  interest  and  splendour  of 
thb  ceremony  which  occupied  two  hours. 

At  5  o'clock,  the  General  sat  down  to  a  very  splendid  db- 
ner,  at  which  the  Mayor  presided,  supported  by  William  Pat- 
terson and  John  B.  Morris,  Esquires,  as  Vice  Presidents.  Hie 
room  was  elegantiy  illuminated,  the  glare  of  light  thrown  on  the 
furniture,  and  the  numerous  portraits  of  Revolutionaiy  Heroes, 
produced  the  finest  efifect — And  the  company  was  regaled  by 
the  music  of  a  band,  next  to  none  peribaps  m  this  country.  Hie 
Governor  of  Maryland  and  his  aids — John  Quincy  Adams, 
Secretary  of  State,  General  Macomb,  of  the  Army  of  the  Unit- 
ed States,  Colonel  Howard,  General  Samuel  Smith,  Mr.  Cur- 
tis of  Arlington,  Generals  Strieker,  Stuart,  Reed,  Benson,  Har- 
per, Stansbury,  M'Donald,  and  the  Colonek  commanding  regi- 
ments fi*om  the  country  and  m  the  city,  and  a  great  number 
of  others  were  present. 
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The  standard  of  the  brave  Count  Pulaski,  wiio  feU  at  the  as- 
sault upon  Savannah,  was  proudly  borne  in  the  ranks  of  the 
corps  of  volunteers,  fastened  to  one  of  die  spears  belonging  to 
the  Legion,  entwined  with  Pulaski's  sword  and  cross  beh,  now 
owned  by  Cokuiel  Bentalou,  as  a  pledge  of  affectionate  remem^ 
brance,  of  his  departed  friend. 
'  In  the  evening  the  city  illumination  was  splendid ;  the  Ex- 
change and  the  Banks  exhibited  a  blaze  of  light.  The  Di»- 
pensarv.  Theatre,  Museum,  the  Arches,  the  Pyramids  of  fire 
near  the  Bridge  on  Market*street,  and  the  bnlliant  revolving 
«tar,  thice  feet  in  diameter,  all  had  an  imposing  effect  beyond 
the  powOT  of  language  to  express.  The  whole  scene  was  in- 
terspersed wilfa  transparencies,  motios,  and  devices,  all  pecur 
liarly  appropriate  to  the  occasion. 

•  At  12  o'clock  on  Friday,  the  General  was  addressed  at  the 
Exchange  by  Major  General  Harper,  in  behalf  of  the  third 
division,  and  the  officers  were  all  presented  to  him.  Tiie  Gene^ 
ral  next  received  the  attentions  <m  the  citizens  generally,  who 
shook  him  most  cordially  bv  the  hand. 

About  half  past  7  the  General  arrived  at  the  Masonic  HaU^ 
wbich  was  most  ^endidly  illuminated,  and  decorated  for  the 
occasion.  The  M.  W.  G.  Master  delivered  a  feeling  and  ap- 
propriate address ;  to  which  the  G^ieral  returned  a  cordial  and 
affecuonate  reply.  More  than  700  brethren  were  presenti 
splendidly  decorated  in  all  the  costume  of  the  craft 

From  the  Masonic  HaU  the  General  repaired  to  the  Ball 
Room,  which  for  taste,  elegance,  and  beauty,  exceeded  all  the 
powers  of  description.  This  splendid  Ball  Room  was  no  less 
<faan  the  theatre,  specially  fitted  up  for  the  occasion.  The  re- 
ception of  the  General  was  also  sublime  and  imposing  beyond 
the  powers  of  conception,  and  bis  introduction  to  this  splendid 
circle  of  ladies  was  a  scene  most  truly  interesting.  This  cere- 
mony being  closed,  a  signal  was  given  by  a  flourish  of  bugles, 
4md  instantly  the  dance  began.  This  also  was  a  brilliant  scene, 
which  contmued  until  half  past  seven,  when  supper  was  an- 
nounced. General  Lafayette  led  the  way,  escorted  by  the  ma- 
nagers, and  the  supper  room  exhibited  a  scene  as  splendid  and 
imposing  as  the  Ball  Room.  The  cheerful  conviviality  exhibit- 
ed m  the  supper  room,  the  appropriate  toasts  that  were  drank, 
and  the  cordial  hilarity  of  the  giiests,  when  taken  collectively, 
may  be  considered  as  the  finishing  touch  to  this  magnificent 
lete  at  Baltimore. 
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(General  Lafdyette  left  Baltimore  on  Monday  for  Washii^- 
ton,  accompanied  by  the  Mayor,  the  Committee  of  Arrafige- 
ments,  the  Aids  of  the  (Governor,  and  an  escort  of  cavalry  Id 
RoBsbtrrg,  where  he  k>dged  on  Monday  night,  and  breakfested 
on  Tue^ay  morning.  After  which  he  was  accompanied,  and 
escorted  as  before  to  the  line  of  Ae  District  of  Columbia,  where 
he  was  met  by  a  committee,  mtroduced  to  a  superb  baroue&i 
escorted  by  a  military  cortege,  and  a:  cavalcade,  and  received  a 
national  salute  of  artillery.  Here  a  briHiant  Procession  was 
formed,  which  was  preceded  by  a  corps  of  cavalry,  and  brought 
up  by  a  cavalcade  of  citizens,  the  whole  emending  over  two 
miles ;  while  the  entire  way-sides  were  thronged  with  citizeDS. 
who  made  die  air  again  resound  with  the  shmits  of  welcome. 
He  was  thus  conducted  to  the  Capitol  square,  and  passed  under 
a  Civic  Arch,  elegantly  decorated  and  enlivened  with  appropriate 
inscriptions.  Under  the  Arch  were  25  voung  Ladies  (represent- 
ing the  24  States,  anif  the  District  of  Coknnbia,) '  dressed  in 
wmte,  with  blue  scarfs  and  wreaths  of  roses,  ana  each  bear- 
ioe  a  banner  desigtiatingdie  State  and  District  she  represented, 
lleyhad  been  escorted  to  the  Arch  by  some  Juvenile  compa- 
nies. As  soon  as  the  General  arrived,  Miss  S.  W.  Watterstcm, 
representing  the  District,  and  only  eleven  years  old,  advanced^ 
and  presented  a  veiy  appropriate  address.  It  is  needless  to  ex- 
press die  feeling  which  the  Guest  manifested  at  the  scene.  He 
shook  bands  with  each  of  the  interesdng  group.  Aiierreceivbg 
the  welcome  of  another  group  of  young  Laaies  from  George- 
town, he  entered  the  Capitol,  passed  through*  the  rotunda,  and 
entered  the  Tent  of  Washington.  Here  he  was  met  by  the  Mayor, 
and  other  Authorities,  Officers,  Clergy,  &c.  &c.  To  an  address 
from  the  Mayor,  full  of  fine  feeling,  the  General  made  the  fol- 
lowine  reply : — 

"  The  kind  and  flattering  reception  with  which  I  am  ho- 
noured by  the  citizens  of  Washington,  excite  the  most  lively 
feelmgs  of  gratitude ;  those  ^teful  feelings.  Sir,  at  every 
step  of  my  happy  visit  to  the  United  States,  could  not  but  en- 
hance the  inexpressible  delight  I  have  enjoyed  at  the  sight  of 
the  immense  and  wonderful  improvements,  so  far  beyond  even 
die  fondest  anticipations  of  a  warm  American  heart;  and 
which,  in  the  space  of  forty  years,  have  so  glcuriously  evinced 
the  superiority  of  popular  institutions  and  self-government, 
over  the  too  impertect  state  of  political  civilization,  found  in 
every  part  of  the  other  hemisphere.    In  this  august  places 
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vAkh  bears  ihe  moel  yenenUo  <ii  aB  ancient  and  modem 
BameSy  I  have,  Sir,  the  pleasure  to  c<»itempiate»  not  oeiy  z 
centre  of  that  constitutiooal  Union  so  necessary  to  these  States^ 
•o  important  to  the  interests  of  mankind,  but  also  a  great  jpofi- 
tical  school  where  attentive  observers  from  odier  parts  ot  the 
world  may  be  taught  the  practical  science  of  true  social  order* 

^'  Among  the  circumstances  of  iny  life  to  which  you  have 
been  pleased  ta  allude,  none  can  aflbrd  me  such  dear  recoUeo^ 
tions  as  ray  haying  been  early  adopted  as  to  American  soldier^ 
no  there  is  not  a  circumstance  of  my  reception  in  which  I  take 
so  much  pride,  as  in  sharing  those  honours  with  nqr  befeved 
eompenions  in  arms.  Happy  I  am  to  feel  that  the  marks  of 
aflection  and  esteem  bestowed  on  me,  bear  testimony  to  my 
perseverance  in  the  American  principles  I  received  under  tfaie 
tent  of  Washington,  wad  of  which  I  shall,  to  my  last  breathy 
prove  myself  a  devoted  discijde.  I  beg  you,  Mr.  Mayor,  and 
the  gentlemen  of  the  Corporation,  to  accept  my  respectful  ao» 
knowledgments  to  you  and  to  the  citisens  of  Washin^^." 

After  the  customary  introductions,  the  G^ieral  reviewed  the 
military,  aoxMintingto  1600,  and  received  a  grand  salute.  The 
General  accompanied  by  the  Mayor,  and  attended  by  General 
Brown,  and  Commodore  Ungey,  proceeded  to  the  President's 
House.  The  streets  were  lined  with  spectators,  and  the 
windows  filled  with  ladies,  all  repeating  benedictions  on  the  be« 
loved  Guest,  and  waving  tl^eir  bandkerchieis  in  token  of  their 
happiness. 

On  alighting,  the  General  was  received  by  the  Marshal  of 
the  District,  and  supported  by  General  Brown  and  Commo 
dore  Tingey,  of  the  Committtee  of  Arrai^ements,  and  conduct- 
ed to  the  Drawing  Room,  where  the « President  advanced  to 
him  and  gave  him  a  cordial  and  affectionate  reception.  The 
President  had  on  bis  right  hand  the  Secretary  of  State  and  Se- 
cretary of  the  TreasuiT,  and  on  his  left  the  Secretary  of  the 
Army  and  Secretary  of  the  Navy ;  while  the  Attorney  General, 
General  Jesup,  Colonel  Gibson,  Colonel  Towson,  Major 
Nourse,  and  Doctor  Lovell,  of  the  Army,  Captabs  Rodgers, 
Chauncey,  Porter,  Jones,  and  Morris,  of  the  Navyj  the  Post- 
Master  General,  the  Comptrollers,  Auditors,  and  other  high 
Officers  of  the  (Government,  were  arranged  on  each  side  of  the 
room,  to  the  number  of  50  or  60,  The  interview  was  impres- 
sive, and  occasioned  many  grateful  recollecti<»is.  After  an 
interchange  of  courtesies,  and  spending  about  20  minutes  in 
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deligbtfal  converse,  daring  winch  Eberal  refreshmeats  were 
oa0^  roond)  the  Geoerai  look  his  leave  and  rejcuDed  bis  escort. 
He  theo  passed  in  review  tbe  whde  body  of  tioops,  and  retired 
to  his  quarters  at  Gadsby's  Hotd.  After  some  tune  spent  in 
his  private  room,  a  great  niunber  of  (Mcers,  Citizens^  tee. 
were  introduced  to  Um. 

After  tbe  ceremony  oi  tbe  processioQ,  &c.  a  puUic  dinner 
was  provided,  at  wbich  tbe  Afayor  of  Washington  presided, 
asfflsted  by  the  Presidents  of  the  boards  of  Aldermen  and  tbe 
Common  Comicil;  and  at  which  wwe  present  the  beads 
of  departments^  revolutionary  officers,  military  and  na?al 
officers  of  tbe  United  StateSi  memb«9  of  tbe  City  Council, 
and  many  distinguished  characters  from  different  parts  of  the 
nation. 

His  reception  by  Mr.  Monroe  President  of  tbe  United  States, 
was  most  cordial  and  honourable.  He  called  on  tbe  Presi* 
dent,  the  day  of  his  arrival  in  Washington,  as  beiisre  mendoo- 
ed.  The  next  day  be  was  with  Mr.  Monroe  both  at  breakfast 
and  dinner,  and  on  Thursday,  the  President  gave  a  public  din- 
ner in  honour  of  Lafayette,  at  which  were  present,  the  Heads 
of  Departments,  many  distinguished  public  characters  from 
various  parts  of  the  United  States,  and  tbe  principal  (dicers  of 
the  army  and  navy.  While  in  Washington,  he  also  visited  the 
Secretaries  of  State,  of  the  Treasury,  and  of  War,  and  MajcH* 
General  Brown,  of  the  United  States  army. 

General  Lafayette  rode  over  to  Georgetown  on  Thursday, 
having  been  earnestly  invited  by  the  Mayor  and  corporation  to 
visit  that  city ;  and  the  citizens  demonstrated  their  gratitude  and 
joy  on  the  occasion,  by  a  military  escort,  and  a  respectable 

Erocession.  But  the  most  acceptable  offering  was  such  as  he 
ad  received  in  all  other  places,  the  spontaneous  and  cordial  sa- 
lutations of  the  whole  people.  On  Friday,  he  visited  the  navy 
yard,  by  invitation  of  the  veteran  Commodore  Tingey.  His 
reception  here  was  remarkably  brilliant  and  impressive ;  he 
was  accompanied  by  many  distinguished  citizens  and  public 
functionaries ;  and  the  attentions  of  tbe  naval  veteran  were  ho- 
nourable to  himself  and  highly  gratifying  to  General  Lafayette. 
He  dined  again  on  Friday  with  President  Monroe ;  and  on 
Saturday  proceeded  on  his  proposed  visit  to  Alexandria,  and 
York-Town.  He  was  accompanied  as  far  as  die  Potomac  by 
the  Mayor  and  committee  of  arrangements  from  Washington, 
'  escorted  by  tbe  Georgetown  cavalry.  On  tbe  south  side  of  tho 
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river,  he  was  received  by  the  deputatioD  of  Aleiooidria,  al- 
tended  by  many  other  citisens,  and  seveml  officers  of  the  aragr 
and  navy  of  the  United  States. 

He  entered  the  Ancient  Dominion  at  Alexandria,  at  nooQi 
on  the  16th,  every  where  accompanied,  escorted,  and  wel- 
comed with  the  offerings  of  all  hearts,  hands,  and  voices.  The 
parade  of  military  exceeded  1 500.  In  the  procession  was  a  car 
with  the  tent  of  Washragton.  The  procession  passed  through 
thronged  streets,  by  crowded  houses,  under  splendid  arches,  and 
amidst  the  roar  of  welcome,  and  riiouts  of  transport.  On  the 
apex  of  a  magnificent  arch  was  perched  a  live  mountain  Eagle, 
of  extraordinary  sixe,  who  spread  his  wings  when  the  General 
passed,  and  seemed  to  unite  in  their  welcome.  On  his  way  he 
was  met  by  another  of  those  interesting  and  affecting  sights-<-a 
body  of  two  hundred  young  boys  and  misses,  who,  while  one 
of  the  latter  chanted  a  beautiful  pean,  strewed  flowers  in  his 

Sth.  He  was  here  addressed  by  the  Mayor,  the  Common 
)uncil,  his  brother  Masons,  and  odiers.  Salutes  of  artilleiy 
were  fired  at  intervab.  At  the  public  dinner  given  to  him,  Mr. 
Secretary  Adams,  Commodores  Rodgers  and  Porter,  General 
Macomb  and  other  distinguished  citizens,  were  guests.  The 
toasts  were  good  and  the  volunteers  numerous.  ^  Our  distin- 
guished Guest — ^the  People's  prisoner,"  was  one  of  them.  The 
General  held  a  levee  in  the  evening.  The  public  buildings 
and  many  private  houses  were  brilliandy  illuminated. 

On  the  Sabbath  General  Lafayette  proceeded  to  Mount 
Vernon,  and  visited  the  tomb  oi  Washington,  his  revered 
Father  and  Friend.  While  here,  he  was  presented,  by  Mr. 
Custis,  with  a  ring  containing  a  portion  of  the  hair  of  the 
Sainted  Hero,  together  with  the  masonic  sash  and  Jewel  for- 
merly belonging  to  the  Great  Mason,  accompanied  with  the  fol- 
lowing addre^  ^— 

'^  Last  of  the  Generals  of  the  army  of  Independence !  At 
this  awful  and  impressive  moment,  when,  forgetting  the  splen- 
dour of  a  triumph  greater  than  Roman  consul  ever  had,  you 
b«ind  with  reverence  over  the  remains  of  Washington,  the 
child  of  Mount  Vernon  presents  vou  with  this  token,  contain- 
ing the  hair  of  him,  whom  while  living  you  loved,  and  to  whose 
honoured  grave  you  now  pay  the  manly  and  affecting  tribute 
of  a  patriots  and  a  soldier's  tear. 

"  The  ring  has  ever  been  an  emblem  of  the  union  of  hearts 
irom  the  earliest  ages  of  the  world ;  and  this  will  unite  the  aP- 
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fections  of  all  ttie  Americans  to  the  person  and  postetilj  of 
Lafayette,  now  and  hereafter.  And  when  your  descendants 
of  a  distant  day  shall  behold  this  valued  relic,  it  wiD  remind 
diem  of  the  heroic  virtues  of  their  illustrious  sire,  who  recdved 
it,  not  in  the  palaces  of  princes,  or  amid  the  pomp  and  vanities 
of  life,  but  at  the  laurelled  grave  of  Washington. 

"  Do  you  Bda — ^Is  this  the  Mausoleum  befitting  the  ashes  of 
a  Marcus  Aurelius,  or  the  good  Antonius  ?  I  tell  you,  that  the 
father  of  his  country  lies  buried  m  the  hearts  of  his  countrymen; 
and  in  those  of  the  brave,  the  good,  the  free,  of  all  ages  and 
natbns.  Do  you  seek  for  the  tablets  which  are  to  convey  his 
fame  to  immortalinr  f  They  have  long  been  written  in  the 
freedom  and  happiness  of  their  country.  These  are  the  monu- 
mental trophies  of  Washington  the  great ;  and  will  endure 
when  the  proudest  works  of  art  have  *^  dissolved  and  left  not  a 
wreck  behind." 

"  Venerable  roan !  Will  you  never  tire  in  the  cause  of  free- 
dom and  human  happiness  f  Is  it  not  time  that  you  should 
rest  from  your  labours,  and  repose  on  the  bosom  of  a  country, 
which  delights  to  love  and  honour  you,  and  will  teach  her. 
children's  children  to  bless  your  name  and  memoir  ?  Surely, 
where  liberty  dwells,  there  must  be  the  country  of  La&yette. 

*'  Our  fathers  witnessed  the  dawn  of  your  gbry,  partook  of 
its  meridian  splendour ;  and  oh,  let  their  children  enjoy  the  be- 
nign radiance  of  your  setting  sun.  And  when  it  shall  sink  in 
the  horizon  of  nature,  Aare,  here  with  pious  duty,  we  will  form 
your  sepulchre;  and,  united  in  death  as  in  life,  by  the  side  of 
the  great  chief  you  will  rest  in  peace,  till  the  last  trump  awakes 
the  slumbering  world,  and  calls  your  virtues  to  their  great 
reward. 

**  The  joyous  shouts  of  millions  of  freemen  hailed  your  return- 
ing foot-print  on  our  sands.  The  arms  of  millions  are  opened 
wide  to  take  you  to  their  grateful  hearts ;  and  the  prayers  of 
millions  ascend  to  the  throne  of  the  Eternal,  that  the  choicest 
blessings  of  Heaven  may  cheer  the  latest  days  of  Lafayette." 

General  Lafayette  having  received  the  ring,  pressed  it  to  his 
bosom,  and  repUed  : — 

"  The  feelings,  which  at  this  awful  moment  oppress  my  heart, 
do  not  leave  the  power  of  utterance.  I  can  only  thank  you, 
my  dear  Custis,  for  your  precious  gift.  I  pay  a  silent  homage 
to  the  tomb  of  the  greatest  and  best  of  men,  my  paternal  friend.'* 

On  Monday,  the  General  proceeded  down  me  Potomac  &x 
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TfUfi^-Tdwn,  m  tfa^  steiunoboat  Petenburghy  acoQDdpanied  bj 
two  other  steam-boats. 

The  steam-boat  Virginia  left  York  the  same  day  at  1 1  o^cIoek| 
and  proceeded  down  the  river»  followed  by  die  steam-boat 
United  States  from  Baltimore,  and  Virginia  from  Richmond--— 
tt  12,  at  the  mouth  of  the  river,  met  tlie  steam-boat  Peters* 
burgh,  with  General  Lafayette  onboard,  followed  by  the  steaoH 
boats  Potomac  and  Richmond,  the  former  from  Alexandria, 
the  latter  from  Norfolk.  The  General,  according  to  previous 
arrangement,  debarked  from  the  Petersburgb,  and  «ame  on 
board  the  Virginia,  where  he  was  met  by  the  Committee  of  air* 
rangements ;  the  Virginia  firing  at  the  time  a  salute  of  15  guns. 
After  the  Genera)  and  his  suite,  who  were  accompanied  by  the 
Secretary  of  War,  and  several  officers  of  distinction,  both  of  the 
army  and  navy,  had  entered  on  board  the  Virginia,  she  returned 
to  York  followed  by  the  steam-boats  Petersburgh  and  Rich* 
mond  on  the  larboard  side,  and  the  Potomac  and  the  United  States 
on  the  starboard ;  the  Virginia  following  m  the  rear  in  the  centre, 
thus  forming,  as  it  were,  an  ellipsis,  when  they  moved  up  in  a 
very  handsome  style,  the  bands  on  board  playing  very  appro* 
priate  airs,  while  the  heights  were  thronged  with  troops  and 
Bpectatcm,  anxious  to  see,  and  pay  their  respects  to  the  man 
whose  career  of  life  has  never  been  equalled,  and  such  a  man 
will  probably  never  exist  again. — ^The  feelings  of  all  present 
were  more  or  less  excited  when  the  General  came  on  board 
the  Virginia ;  but  when  be  was  addressed  by  B.  W.  Leigh, 
Esq.  in  behalf  of  the  State  ;  the  manner  in  which  the  address 
was  delivered,  as  well  as  the  style  in  which  it  was  written, 
together  with  the  circumstances  which  gave  rise  to  such  an  ad- 
dress an  this  spot,  all  manifested  an  appearance  such  as  cannot 
be  described*  On  the  Greneral's  landing  he  was  supported  by 
Colonels  Bassett,  Harvie,  Peyton,  and  Jones,  who  introdijced 
bim  to  the  Governor  of  the  State ;  the  latter  received  him  with 
the  following  address : — 

"  General  Lafayette-— 

"  Sir — ^In  behalf  of  the  people  of  Virginia,  I  tender  to  yoa 
m  most  cordial  and  hearty  welcome  to  our  state. 

"  In  you  we  recognise  the  early,  the  steadfast,  die  consistent 
fiiend.  Whilst  the  United  States  m  general  owe  you  so  large  a 
--debt  of  gratitude  for  the  liberal  tender  of  your  purse,  your  per* 
son,  and  your  blood,  m  their  behalf,  the  State  of  Virginia,  is,  if 
possible,  still  more  deeply  indebted  to  you*     You  were  bar 
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defender  b  the  hour  of  her  greatest  tnA.    At  the  ^sflpage  of 

twenty-four  years,  with  an  army  greatly  inferior  in  numbers,  and 
still  more  in  equipments  and  discipline,  you  conducted  your  mili- 
tary movements  with  so  much  judgment,  that  the  ablest  officer 
of  the  British  army  could  never  obtain  the  slightest  advantage 
over  you ;  and  whilst  that  officer  spent  his  time  in  harassing  our 
distressed  state,  you  manoeuvred  before  him  with  the  mostuncea»* 
hig  caution  and  vigilance,  with  a  steady  eye,  to  that  grand  resuk| 
which  brought  the  war  to  a  crisis  on  the  plains  of  York. 

<'  Forfy-three  years  from  that  period,  we  have  the  happiness 
to  find  you  m  our  country,  the  vast  improvement  of  which  is 
the  most  conclusive  evidence  of  the  correctness  of  the  princi- 
ples for  which  you  contended  by  the  side  of  Washington. 

"  I  will  conclude.  Sir,  by  tl)e  expression  of  a  sentiment,  which 
I  believe  to  be  strictly  true ; — ^It  is,  that  no  man,  at  any  tima 
has  ever  received  the  efiudons  of  a  nation's  feelings,  which  have 
come  so  directly  from  the  heart." 

The  General  advanced,  and  grasping  the  Governor's  band, 
said, — *'  I  am  gratified,  Sir,  most  hignly  gratified,  by  the  recep* 
tion  you  have  given  me  on  the  part  of  the  State  of  Virgmia* 
The  happy  conduct  and  the  succysssful  termination  of  the  de- 
cisive campaign,  in  which  you  have  the  goodness  to  ascribe  to 
me  so  large  a  part,  were  attributable  much  more  to  the  consti- 
tuted authorities  and  people  of  Virginia,  than  to  the  General 
who  was  honoured  with  the  chief  military  command.  I  have 
ibe  liveliest  recollection  of  all  the  scenes  of  my  services  in  this 
State,  and  of  all  the  men  with  whom  it  was  my  happiness  and 
honour  to  serve — ^and  happy  as  I  was  to  assist  and  witness  the 
accomplishment  of  American  liberty  and  independence,  I  have 
been  yet  happier  in  the  assurance  that  the  blessings  which  have 
flowed  from  diat  great  event,  have  exceeded  the  fondest  and 
most  sanguine  expectations." 

The  procession  formed,  and  the  *^  Nation's  Guest,"  in  an 
elegant  barouche,  drawn  by  four  beautiful  gray  horses,  moved 
up  into  the  town.  The  General  dined  widi  a  select  company 
(H  some  20  or  30,  consisting  of  the  revolutionary  officers,  be* 
At  night,  some  transparencies  were  exhibited  over  the  door  of 
bis  house,  and  under  the  Richmond  marquee. 

On  this  day,  Monday  18th,  the  recepdon  was  purely  civic, 
not  a  soldier  appeared  under  arms.  But  on  the  19th  the  milir 
lary  spectacle  was  imposing  and  brilliant  Soon  after  break- 
fist,  Lafayette  walked  from  his  quarters,  to  the  tentof.Woibmg^ 
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Km  surrounded  by  the  Committee  of  Anrangeaients  and  ofixfnl 
Numbers  were  then  introduced*  to  him — ^many  ladies,  the  re* 
leran  soldiers  erf*  the  revolution,  citizens  from  other  states,  and 
all  quarters  of  Virginia.  The  classic  ground  of  York-Town  was 
converted  into  a  camp ;  and  the  harbour  was  filled  with  vessels^ 
steam-boats,  &c.  In  die  midst  of  the  camp  the  tent  of  JVa$k* 
ington  had  a  conspicuous  situation,  near  the  house  where  its 
illustrious  owner  had  his  Head  Quarters  in  1782.— To  this  the 
General  repaired,  and  received  the  visits  of  the  Ladies,  stran- 

Ers,  &c. — after  wUch  he  was  introduced  to  Cobnel  Win.  L 
wis,  of  Campbell,  who  delivered  an  address  suitable  to  the  oc« 
casion. 

Leaving  this  be  passed  under  a  splendid  triumphal  arch, 
erected  on  the  spot  where  once  stood  the  redofibt,  which  La- 
fayette slormed,  and  which  bore  the  names  of  Lafavette,  Ha« 
milton,  and  Laurens.  The  odier  redoubt  stormed  by  the  French 
troops,  bore  an  Obelisk,  bearing  the  names  of  Viomenil,  Du- 
pom,  Dumas,  De  Novilles,  Rodiambeau,  and  De  Grasise.-  On 
every  part  of  the  battle  ground  were  to  be  found  baUs,  shells, 
ftnd  fragments  of  bombs,  the  interesting  evidencesof  the  ardour 
and  peril  i^th  which  the  capture  of  York  was  characterized, 
—The  General,  in  his  splendid  barouche,  accompanied  by  the 
Governor  of  Virginia,  Chief  Justice  Marshal,  and  Mr,  Secre* 
tary  Calhoun,  proceeded  to  the  arch,  where  he  was  received 
by  General  Tavlois  and  addressed  as  follows : — 

"  General — On  behalf  of  my  comrades,  I  bid  you  welcome. 
They  come  to  greet  you,  with  no  pageantry,  intended  to  sur- 
prise  by  its  novehy,  or  dazzle  by  its  splendour.  But  they  bring 
,you.  Genera],  an  offering  Which  weakh  could  not  purchase,  nor 
power  constrain.  On  this  day,  associated  with  so  many  thrilling 
recoHecitkms ;  on  this  spot,  consecrated  by  successful  vakiUTi 
they  come  to  offer  you  wis  willing  homage  of  their  hearts. 

'^  Judge,  General,  of  their  feelings  at  this  moment  by  your 
own.  Every  thing  around  Aem  speaks  alike  totheirsenses  and 
sensibilities.  These  phins,  where  die  peaoefiil  pknigbshare 
has  not  yet  efiaced  the  tracesof  military  operations;  these  half 
decayed  ramparts,  this  ruined  village,  in  which  the  bomb's  hayoe 
is  stiH  every  where  visible,  tell  us  of  past  warfare :  and  remind 
us  of  that  k>ng,  arduous,  and  doubtful  stru^Ie,  on  the  issue  of 
which  depended  the  emancipatron  of  our  country. 

^  On  yonder  hillock,  the  last  scene  of  blood  was  dosed  by 
<he  surrender  of  an  army ;  and  the  liberty  of  our  nation  per* 
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mmnendjr  seeured.  With  whiA  resistless  eloquence  does  it  pei^ 
ittftde  our  gratitude  and  adonratioa  for  the  gallaut  beroes,  to 
whose  Doble  exeruons  we  owe  the  eoundess  blessings  which  <m« 
free  institutioDS  have  coDferred  upon  tis  f 

'*  The  spot  on  wUch  we  staid,  was  ooce  a  redoubt  occiqiied 
bj  our  enemy.  With  how  rapd  a  pencil  does  imagination  pie- 
sent  the  blooming  chieftain,  by  whom  it  was  wrested  from  his 
grasp.  Can  we  be  bere^  and  forget  that  superior  to  the  prrio* 
dices  which  then  enchained  even  noble  minds,  he  perceived  in 
the  first  and  almost  hopeless  struggles  of  a  distant  and  obscure 
colony,  the  movement  of  that  moral  power,  which  was  destmed 
to  give  a  new  direction  and  character  to  political  insdtutioosy 
and  to  imnrove  human  ha]q[>ine88«  Can  we  forget,  that,  deaf 
to  the  soucitatioDS  of  power,  of  rank,  and  of  pleasure,  with 
a  noUe  prodigality,  he  gave  to  our  country  his  sword,  his  trea* 
sure,  and  die  influence  of  his  example. 

**  And  when  in  the  aged  warrior  who  stands  before  us,  we 
recognise  that  youthful,  chieftain,  with  what  rapidity  does  memo- 
ry  retrace  the  incidents  of  his  eventful  life  f  With  what  {dea* 
sure  do  we  see  his  manhood  realize  the  promise  of  his  youth  f  la 
senates  or  in  camps,  in  the  palaces  of  kings,or  m  their  dungeoBif 
we  behold  the  same  erect  and  manly  spirit.  At  one  time  tem- 
pering the  licentiousness  of  popular  feeling ;  at  another  restrain* 
ing  ti^  extravagance  of  power,  and  always  regardless  of  every 
thing  but  the  great  object  of  his  life,  the  jmoral  and  poiiticfJ 
improvement  of  mankind. 

'<  General — ^In  the  brightest  days  <^  antiquity^  no  artificial 
stimulus  of  rank,  or  power,  or  wealth,  was  required  to  excite 
noble  minds  to  acts  of  generous  darmg.  A  wreath  of  kure^ 
or  of  oak,  was  at  once  the  proof  and  the  reward  of  illustrious 
merit    For  this,  statesmen  meditated,  warriors  bled^  and  elo* 

Sence  soared  to  its  sublimest  heights.  The  prise  wasiovalu- 
le ;  for)  it  was  won  only  l;^y  merit  It  detracted^  however, 
aoBiewhat  from  its  worth,  that  it  was  conferred  by  the  partiality 
of  cotnpatriois,  and  in  the  fervour  of  admiratioQ,  inspired  by  re* 
cent  success. 

^^  Your  life.  General,  illiurtiioos  throughout,  in  this  also  is 
distiaguiabed. — ^Time,  which  dims  the  lustre  of  ordinaiT  raeriti 
has  rendered  yours  more  brilliant  After  a  lapse  of  near^ 
half  a  century,  your  triumph  is  decreed  by  the  sons  of  tbos6 
who  wimessed  your  expbits. 

^  Deipi  then,  General,  to  aeeept  die  single  but  expressify 
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token  of  their  gratitade  and  admiration.  BaSEsr  their  lead«  to 
place  upon  your  veteran  brow,  the  only  crown  it  would  sot 
disdain  to  wear,  the  blended  emblems  of  civic  w<Nrth  and  mar« 
tial  prowess.  It  will  not  pain  you,  General,  to  perceive  some 
scattered  sprigs  of  melancholy  cypress,  intermingled  with  the 
blended  leaves  of  laurel  and  oak.  Your  heart  would  turn  from 
us  with  generous  indignatkm,  if  on  an  occasioa  like  this,  amid, 
the  joyous  acclamations  which  greet  you  every  where,  were 
beard  no  »ghs  of  grateful  recoIIectioD  for  those  gallant  men  who 
shared  your  battles,  but  do  not,  cannot,  share  your  triumph. 
The  wreath  which  our  gratitude  has  woven,  to  testify  our  love 
for  you,  will  bse  nothing  of  its  fragrance,  or  its  verdure,  though 
time  bang  upon  its  leaves  some  tears  of  pious  recoUection  of 
die  inendof  your  early  youth :  in  war  the  avdnger,in  peace  die 
fiither  of  his  country. 

**  In  behalf  then,  of  all  the  chivalry  of  Virginia ;  on  this 
redoubt,  which  his  vabur  wrested  fromthe  enemy  at  the  point 
of  die  bayonet ;  I  place  on  the  head  of  Maior  General  La* 
fayette,  this  wreath  of  double  triumph: — won  by  numerous  and 
illuslrious  acts  of  martial  prowess,  and  by  a  life  devoted  to  the 
happiness  of  the  human  race.  In  dieir  names,  I  proclaim  Um 
alike  victorbus  in  arms  and  acts  of  civil  polity.  lo  bannered 
fields,  a  hen>— 4n  civil  life,  the  benefactor  of  mankind." 

Lafayette  was  deeply  afibcted.  There  was  a  solemn  earnest* 
ness  in  his  manners,  a  touching  sensibili^  in  his  whole  counte- 
nance, which  most  deeply  impressed  evi»ry  observer.  Man^ 
wept---a]l  were  moved.  When  General  Taylor  had  ckised  his 
address,  he  was  about  to  fix  die  civic  wreath  upon  the  Genend's 
head.  But  the  considerate  veteran,  alwayshimself,  always  atten*' 
tivetothedighteatpropriedesof  word  and  action,  caught  the  hover- 
ing wreath  as  it  approached  his  brow,  with  his  right  hand,  and  re- 
qpiectfully  bowing,  dropped  it  to  his  side,  when  he  thus  replied  ^* 

^  I  most  cormally  thank  you,  my  dear  General,  and  your 
companions  in  arms,  for  your  affMsUonale  weksome,  your  kind 
recollections,  and  the  flattering  expressions  of  your  mendship. 
Happy  I  am  to  receive  them  on  these  already  ancient  lines, 
where  the  united  arms  of  America  and  France  have  been  glo- 
riously  engaged  in  a  holy  alliance,  to  support  the  rigbtsof  Ameri-r 
can  Independence,  and  the  sacred  princifde  of  the  soverei^aty 
of  the  people.  Happy  also  to  be  so  welcomed  on  the  particu* 
lar  spot  wnere  my  dear  light  Infantry  comrades  acquired  oat 
of  their  honourable  claims  to  public  k>ve  and  esteem.     You 
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bxsw,  Sir,  diat  in  this  business  of  stonmog  redoubts,  mtb  uo* 
kwded  amis  and  fixed  bayonets,  the  merit  of  the  deed  is  in  the 
ioldierB  who  execute  it ;  and  to  eack  of  diem,  I  am  anxious  U> 
acknowledge  their  equal  share  of  honour.  Let  me,  however,, 
with  afiection  and  gratitude,  pay  a  special  tribute  to  the  gallant 
name  of  Hamilton,  who  commanded  the  attack,  to  the  three 
field  officers  who  seconded  hin,  Gimat,  Laurens,  and  Fish,  the- 
only  survivmg  one,  my  friend  now  near  me.  In  their  name» 
my  dear  General,  m  the  name  of  the  Light  Infantry,  those  we 
have  loet,  as  well  as  those  who  survive,  and  only  in  common 
with  them,  I  accept  the  crown  with  which'  you  are  pleased  to 
honour  as,  and  I  ofl^  you  the  return  of  the  most  grateful  ac- 
knowledgments.*' 

The  Ueneral  was  not  apprised  of  the  address  or  the  oSkmz 
of  the  wreath ;  but  with  his  never  ceasing  readmess  he  turned 
round,  and  drawing  Colonel  Fish  to  the  front,  said,  ^<  Here, 
ha^  of  thit  wreath  belimg9  to  yoy."  "  No,  Sir,''  replied  the 
Cok>Qel,  "  it  is  all  your  own."  **  Then,"  rejoined  Leifayette,. 
putting  it  into  the  ColoneFs  hand,  '*  take  it,  and  preserve  it  as 
6ur  common  property**  The  whole  scene  was  strongly  marie- 
ed  with  the  moral  sublime. 

After  this  ceremony,  die  fine  passed  and  paid  the  Guest 
military  honours ;  and  the  General  then  resumed  his  barouche, 
and  the  military,  in  line  of  march,  took  up  the  escort.  On  a 
platform  and  gallery  erected  on  tlie  field,  were  seated  nearly 
1200  ladies,  and  by  their  presence,  gave  additional  delight  and 
splendour  to  the  scene.— The  General's  attention  waseariy  ar* 
rested  by  this  fair  assemblage,  and  requesting  the  escort  to  halt, 
be  directed  the  barouche  to  leave  the  line  and  drive  up  to  the 
{)latform,  where,  stopping  at  intervals,  he  expressed  the  gratifica- 
tion and  pleasure  these  marks  of  attention  were  peculiarly  cal- 
culated to  afibrd.  He  resumed  his  place  m  the  fine,  amidst 
the  cbeerings  of  the  citizens  and  strangers,  and  the  waving  of 
handkerchiefs,  and  the  procession  then  escorted  him  to  hia 
quarters  in  the  town. 

The  dinner  which  followed  was  sumptuous,  and  the  toasts 
were  excellent.  In  the  evening  there  was  a  splendid  display 
of  fire-works. 

On  Wednesday,  the  20th,  the  General  partook  of  a  rililtary 
breakfast  in  the  tent  of  Washington^  where  all  the  officers 
and  soldiers  m  the  field,  were  introduced.  The  most  inte- 
lesting  of  these  interviews  were  with  the  soUiers  of  the  revolup 
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lion.  One  of  them  adyaocedi  seized  the  General  by  the  faandi 
exclaimbg,  **  I  was  with  you  at  York-Town.  I  entered  yonder 
redoubt  at  your  side.  I  too  was  at  the  side  of  the  gallant  De 
Kalb)  your  associate  in  arms,  when  be  fell  in  the  field."  The 
tears  streamed  from  the  veteran's  eyes ;  and  Lafayette  showed 
by  his  countenance  the  sympathy  he  felt,  *'  Yes,  my  brave 
soldier,  I  am  happy  to  have  lived,  to  meet  you  once  more." 

After  a  short  time,  Lafayette,  respecting  that  inestimable 
spirit  of  equality  which  pervades  all  free  mstitutions,  went  forth 
to  salute  the  crowd  of  citizens  who  stood  b  the  street.  He  was 
stationed  at  the  gate,  and  the  bng  line  of  gratified  spectators 
passed  by  him.  Each  person  seized  his  hand  as  he  passed  biro. 
To  all  Lafayette  extended  some  mark  of  kbdness  and  consi- 
deration. The  spectacle  was  deeply  impressive.  The  variety 
of  manners  b  the  different  spectators,  was  sbgularly  strikb^ 
Some,  as  they  approached,  fixed  their  eyes  on  his  face,  and 
Ibgered  after  they  had  passed,  as  if  to  drink  b  the  last  ex- 
pression of  its  countenance.  Others  advanced  with  the  deep- 
est feelbgs  of  awe,  with  their  eyes  cast  upon  the  earth. 

General  Lafayette,  after  the  sublime  scenes  of  York-Town 
were  closed,  visited  Williamsburg,  Norfolk,  Petersburgb,  and 
Richmond,  by  special  bvitations,  where  he  was  received  with  all 
that  magnificent  parade,  and  those  splendid  decoraticxis,  as  well 
as  civic  feasts  that  have  marked  the  whole  progress  of  his  tour, 
firom  his  first  landbg  upon  the  shores  of  America.  The  limits 
of  this  work  will  not  admit  of  a  particular  detail.  Suffice  it  to 
say  that  the  ofiferings  of  American  hearts  b  this  glorious  cause, 
are  every  where  the  same,  whether  expressed  by  addresses, 
triumphal  arches,  military  parades,  civic  feasts,  splendid  balls, 
and  illumbations,  the  smiles  of  the  fair  sex,  or  the  sympa- 
thetic tear  of  the  old  heroes  of  the  revolution.  All  these,  and 
much  more  that  cannot  be  expressed,  were  displayed  to  their 
full  extent  in  Virgbia. 

General  Lafayette  left  Richmond  on  Tuesday,  November 
3d,  on  a  visit  to  his  illustrious  friend  Mr.  Jefferson,  agreeable 
to  bvitation,  and  arrived  at  Monticello  on  Thursday,  Novem- 
ber 4tb,  where  he  was  received  hy  Mr.  Jefferson  b  a  most 
feeling  and  affectionate  manner.  They  flew  bto  the  arras  of 
each  other,  by  a  most  cordial  impulse,  and  remained  locked  b 
a  silent  embrace  for  several  mbutes,  before  their  feelbgs 
could  find  utterance.  Language  cannot  express  the  affection- 
ate salutations  that  followed.    Mr.  Jefierson  presented  his 
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fneiid  to  bis  famity  and  friends,  wiio  aO  gave  him  a  cordial  and 
afl^tionate  welcome.  The  whole  scene  was  pecidiarty  inte- 
resdog  and  touching. 

General  Lafayette  passed  a  week  at  MonticeDo,  to  enjoy  the 
repose  of  that  beautiful  seat,  under  the  courteous  hospitdhj  of 
1^  beloved  friend,  which  ako  affi>rded  him  some  leisore  to  re^ 
ply  to  his  numerous  correspondents.* 

The  General  closed  bis  most  agreeable  visit  at  MonticeDb  ; 
took  leave  of  that  classic  ground,  and  his  ever  dear  and  venera"* 
ble  friend,  and  departed  for  Montpelier,  agreeable  to  his  en- 
gagements, to  meet  the  welcome  congratulations  of  his  much 
esteemed  friend,  Mr.  Madison.  Here  he  was  also  received 
with  open  arms,  and  made  welcome  to  the  bosom  of  a  fiimily, 
whose  eveiy  heart  cheered  Mm  with  a  most  cordial  reception* 
His  visit  at  Montpelier,  as  at  Monticello,  was  peculiarly  inte- 
restmg  and  gratifying,  but  his  stay  was  necessarily  short,  on  ac- 
count of  his  engagements  to  be  at  Washington.  He  tore  him- 
self away  from  tms  happy  family,  and  again  commenced  his 
£umey  for  the  seat  of  government,  where  he  arrived  on  Tues- 
y,  die  23d  of  November,  and  was  received  widi  the  highest 
testimonials  of  affectionate  respect.  He  dined  with  the  Presi- 
dent on  the  same  day,  in  company  with  die  principal  officers 
of  the  government  and  city.  On  Wednesday,  he  set  out  for 
Baltimore^  accompanied  by  his  Son  and  Secretary,  the  Hon. 
James  Barbour,  of  Virginia,  and  other  gendemen  of  the  first 
respectabOity.  He  was  received  at  Baltimore  widi  unabated 
oordiality ;  attended  die  great  Catde  Show,  &c.  and  was  com- 
plimented with  die  delivery  of  the  premiums.  In  the  evening  he 
attended  the  theatre,  and  returned  the  next  day  to  Washington. 

Upon  the  return  of  General  Lafayette  to  Wa^ington,  both 
Houses  of  Congress,  upon  the  report  of  committees,  specially 
appointed  to  recommend  a  suitabte  manner  of  receiving  Gene- 
ral Lafayette,  resolved  as  follows  :-* 

"  In  Senate  Resolved,  That  die  President  of  the  Senate  in- 
vite Genend  Lafayette  to  take  a  seat  in  the  Senate  Chamber, 
agreeable  to  his  wishes }  that  the  committee  deliver  the  invita- 
tion to  the  General,  and  introduce  him  into  die  Senate  Cham- 
ber, and  that  the  members  receive  him  standing.^ 

Upon  the  report  of  a  special  Committee,  the  House  passed 
die  following  resolution  : — 

*It  w  Mid  that  hit  iiiiaii«w6T«d  letters  •zooedad  400. 
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^Rewired,  That  General  La&yette  be  bvited  by  the 
Corooiittee  to  Attend  the  House  eo  Friday  next,  at  1  o'clock; 
end  that  he  be  introduced  by  the  CoiBmittee,  and  received  by 
Ifae  Membera  standing,  and  addreaaed  by  the  Speaker  in  bebau 
of  the  House. 

**  CoAunittee  of  mvitalioo  to  consist  of  24  members,  a  n^ 
presentation  of  each  State/' 

On  Thursday,  December  9di,  at  1  o'ckx^k,  General  lor 
layette  entered  the  Chamber  of  the  Senate^  aocompanied  by  a 
Cbmmktee  of  that  body.  On  eitferiog  the  bar,  Mr.  Barbour, 
Chairman  of  the  CSemmittee,  announced  the  presence  of  the 
General  in  the  following  words :  ^*  We  iatroduce  General  La- 
fiiyette  to  ibe  Senate  of  the  United  States  f  whereupon  the 
Plresideot  of  the  Senate  and  the  Senators,  rose  from  their  seats, 
and  the  General  advaneiog  towards  the  Chair  of  the  Senate, 
was  invked  by  the  President  lo  take  a  seat  prepared  for  him 
on  the  right  of  die  Chair. 

Soon  after  the  General  was  seated,  MnBarbourmovedtbat 
die  Senate  adjourn^ 

Mr.  Lloyd  of  Massachusetts  concurred  in  the  wish  for  the 
Senate  to  adjourn,  to  affird  tbe  Members  an  opportunity  cf 
paying  their  indnidnal  respects  to  General  Ldi&yette. 

Tbe  Senate  then  adjourned,  and  the  Senators  indbkhial^ 
beaming  with  the  President  of  die  Senate,  tendered  Uni 
dieir  ropects,  which  were  cordially  and  feehnf^  reciprocated. 

On  Friday,  December  lOdi,  the  House  Resohred,  ^Tbat  a 
messenger  be  sent  to  die  Senate  of  the  United  States,  requesi* 
mg  that  body  to  attend  in  tbe  Chamber  of  Representatives,  this 
day,  at  1  o'clock;  seats  were  ordered  for  the  Senate,  and  that 
body  shortly  after  entered,  and  took  their  seafa  accordingly. 

At  1  o'clock,  accordmg  to  previous  arrangement,  Geoeral 
Lafayette  appeared,  attended  by  die  committee  of  24  memben 
of  the  House  ef  Representatives,  and  was  introduced  to  the 
House  by  Mr.  Mitdidi,  Chairman  of  tbe  Committee. 

On  the  OeneraFs  entry,  the  members  and  persons  admitted 
on  the  floor  of  ibe  House,  rose,  and  remained  standing,  unco* 
irered. 

Mr.  Speaker  then  rose,  and,  in  behalf  of  the  House,  ad> 
dressed  tne  Nation's  Guest,  in  the  folbwing  eloquent  strain, 
ndomed  by  those  graces  of  oratory,  for  which  he  is  distinguisb- 
0d:— 

^General— Hie  House  of  Rqpresentativea  of  the  Umtsd 
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States,  impeOed  alike  by  its  own  feelings,  and  by  those  of  the 
whole  American  people,  coald  not  have  assigned  to  me  a  more 
gratifying  duty,  than  that  of  being  its  organ  to  present  to  yoe 
eordial  congratulations  upon  the  occasion  of  your  recent  arrival 
in  the  United  States,  in  compliance  with  the  wishes  of  Caa^ 
gress,  and  to  assure  you  of  the  very  high  satisfaction  which 
your  presence  affords  on  this  early  theatre  of  your  gk>iy  and  re* 
nown.  Although  but  few  of  the  members  who  compose  this 
body,  shared  with  you  in  the  war  ot  the  Revolution,  dl  have  a 
knowledge,  from  impartial  history,  or  from  faithful  tradition,  of  the 
perils,  the  sufibrings,  and  the  sacrifices,  which  you  have  vdun- 
tarily  encountered,  and  the  signal  services  in  America  and  in 
Europe,  which  you  performed  for  an  infant,  a  distant,  and  an 
alien  people;  and  all  feel  and  own  the  very  great  extent  of  the 
obligations  tmder  which  you  have  placed  our  county.  But 
the  relations  in  which  you  have  ever  stood  to  the  Unked  States^ 
interesting  and  important  as  they  have  been,  do  not  constitute 
lixe  only  motive  of  the  rei^>ect  and  admiration  which  this  House 
entertains  for  you.  Your  consistency  of  character,  your  uni» 
form  devotion  to  regulated  liberty,  ra  all  the  vicissitudes  of  a 
long  and  arduous  life,  also  eommands  its  Ughest  admiratioii. 
During  all  the  recmt  convulsions  of  Europe,  amidst,  as  after  the 
dispersion  of,  every  political  storm,  the  people  of  the  United 
States  have  ever  beheld  you  true  to  your  old  principles,  firm 
and  erect,  cheering  and  animating,  with  your  well  known  voice^ 
the  votaries  of  liberty,  its  faithful  and  fearless  champion,  ready 
to  shed  tiie  last  drop  of  that  bk)od,  which  here  yoo  so  free^ 
and  nobly  fl{Mh  in  the  same  holy  cause. 

*'  The  vain  wi  A  has  been  sometimes  indulged,  that  Provi- 
dence would  aSow  the  Patriot,  after  death,  to  return  to  hii 
country,  and  to  contem]date  the  intermediate  changes  which  had 
taken  plaoe-^-to  view  the  forests  felled,  the  cities  built,  the 
mountains  levelled,  the  canals  cut,  the  highways  constnictedi 
the  progress  of  the  arts,  the  advancement  of  jpaming,  and  die 
increase  of  population.  Gveneral,  your  present  visit  to  the  United 
States  is  the  realization  of  the  consoling  object  of  that  wish* 
You  are  in  the  midst  of  posterity  !  Every  where  you  must 
liave  been  struck  with  the  great  changes,  j^sical  imd  moral, 
which  have  occurred  since  you  left  us.  Even  this  very  city, 
bearing  a  venerated  name,  alike  endeared  to  you  and  to  us,  has 
since  emerged  from  the  forest  which  then  covered  its  site.  Li 
me  respect,  you  behold  us  unaltered^aad  that  is  in  diiasenti- 
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tnentof  ooDtinued  ievodoa  to  liberty,  and  of  ardent  affection 
«nd  profound  gratitude  to  your  departed  fri^ndi  the  father  of  his 
couiitiy,  and  to  your  illustrious  associates^  in  the  field  and  in  the 
Cabinet,  for  the  multiplied  blessings  which  surround  us,  and  tat 
the  very  privilege  of  addressing  you,  which  I  now  exercise, 
^is  sentiment,  now  fondly  cherished  1^  VDOFe  than  ten  million 
of  people,  will  be  transmitted,  with  unabated  vigour,  down  the 
tide  ot  time,  through  the  countless  millions  who  are  destined  to 
"inhabit  this,  continent,  to  the  latest  posterity .'^ 

To  which  address.  General  Lafayette  replied,  in  a  tone  in 
which  energy  of  character  and  sensibili^  of  feeling  were  most 
interestmgly  blended,  to  the  following  effect  .-^ — 

*^  Mr.  Speaker,  and 

*^  Gentlemen  of  the  Ehuse  of  Representatieee  •^— 

**  While  the  people  of  the  United  States,  and  dieir  honoura- 
ble Representatives  in  Congress  have  deigned  to  make  choice 
of  me,  one  of  the  American  veterans,  lo  signify  in  his  person, 
their  esteem  for  our  joint  services  and  their  attachment  to  the 

n'  ciples  for  which  we  have  bad  the  honour  to  fight  and  bleed, 
a  proud  end  happy  to  ^arelhose  extraordmanr  favours  with 
my  dear  revolutionary  companions— yet,  it  would  be,  on  my 
pturt,  uncandid  and  ungrateful  not  to  acknowledge  my  personal 
flhare  in  those  testimonies  d*  Idndness,  as  they  excite  in  my 
breast  emotions  which  no  adequate  words  could  express. 

*'  Afy  obligations  to  the  Unified  States,  Sir,  far  exceed  any 
merit  I  might  eiaim.  They  date  from  the  time  when  I  had  the 
happiness  to  be  adopted  as  a  young  soldier,  a  favoured  son  of 
America.— *They  have  been  continued  to  me  during  ahnost  half 
a  century  of  constant  afiection  and  confidence,  and  now.  Sir, 
thanks  to  your  most  gratifying  invitation,  I  find  myself  greeted 
by  a  series  of  welcomes,  one  hour  of  whidi  would  more  than 
compensate  for  the  public  exertions  and  sufferings  of  a  whole  life* 

^The  approbation  of  the  American  people  and  their  Repre- 
sentatives, tor  my  conduct  during  the  vicissitudes  of  the  Euro* 
pean  Revolution,  is  the  highest  reward  I  could  receive.  Well 
may  I  stand,  ^'  firm  and  erect,'*  when,  in  their  names,  and 
by  you,  Mr.  Speaker,  I  am  declared  to  have,  m  every  instance, 
been  fiiithful  to  those  American  principles  of  liber^,  equality, 
and  true  social  order,  the  devotion  to  which,  as  it  has  been 
'from  my  earliest  youth,  so  shall  it  continue  to  be  to  my  latest 
iNreath. ' 

^'  You  have  been  pl^^sed,  Mr.  Speaker,  to  aOude  to  the  p»» 
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culiar  felicitf  of  107  situatioQ,  wheo,  after  so  long  aa  absence^ 
I  am  called  to  witness  the  immense  impiDvemeotSi  the  adminH 
ble  oommunacationsy  the  prodigious  creatioDS  of  which  we  find 
an  example  in  this  city,  whose  name  itself  is  a  venerated  palla^ 
dium ;  in  a  word,  all  the  grandeur  and  prosperiQr  of  these  hafK 
P7  Unked  States,  which,  at  the  same  time  they  nobly  secure 
the  complete  assertion  of  American  Independence,  reflect  on 
every  part  of  the  world  the  light  of  a  lar  superior  political 
civilization. 

.  ^'  What  better  pledge  can  be  ^iven  of  a  persevering  national 
love  c^  liber^,  when  those  blessings  are  evidently  the  result  of 
a  virtuous  resistance  to  oppression,  and  the  institutions  founded 
on  the  rights  of  man  and  the  Republican  principle  of  sel^o- 
vemment.  No,  Mr.  Speaker,  posterity  has  not  begun  for  roe 
*-^ince  in  the  sons  of  my  companions  and  friends,  I  find  the 
same  pablic  feelings,  and  permit  me  to  add,  the  same  feefin^ 
in  my  behalf,  which  I  have  had  the  happiness  to  experience  la 
their  fathers* 

^*  Sir,  I  have  been  aUowed,  forty  years  ago,  before  a  Com* 
mitlee  of  a  Congress  of  thirteen  Stales,  to  express  the  fond 
wishes  of  an  American  heart. — On  this  day  I  have  the  honour* 
and  enjoy  the  deh'ght,  to  congratulate  the  RepresentativeB  of 
the  Union,  so  vasdy  enlarged,  on  the  realization  of  those  wishes^ 
even  beyond  every  human  expectation,  and  upon  the  ahnost 
infinite  prospects  we  can  with  certainty  anticipate. 

*^  Permit  me,  Mr.  Speaker,  and  gentlemen  of  the  House  d[ 
Representatives,  to  job,  to  the  expres^on  of  those  sentiments,  a 
tribute  of  my  lively  gratitude,  an^tionate  devotion,  and  pro- 
found respect." 

Afisr  the  General  and  the  Members  bad  resumed  their  sealSi 
and  a  riiort  pause  ensued,  Mr.  Mitchell,  the  organ  of  the  Com* 
mittee  of  reception,  moved  an.  adjournment. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to,  and  the  House  was  adjourned 
to  Monday. 

The  Speaker  then  descended  from  the  Chair,  and  moet 
aflbctionately  saluted  the  GeneraL  His  example  was  follow* 
ed  by  the  Members  of  the  House,  mdividually,  and  some 
time  was  spent  in  this  agreeable  manner  before  the  (Seneral 
retired. 

The  sublime  and  touching  realities  of  tUs  whole  scene  sur- 
pass the  powers  of  imagination ;  every  eye,  every  ear,  and 
0v«7  heart,  were  ^AxXty  engrossed  by  the  tnagnkiide  of  the 
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object  before  them.  Nothing  is  to  be  found  in  the  whole  field 
of  Grecian  or  Roman  slory,  aa  a  parallel  to  this.  Of  all  the 
ptond  triumphs  through  which  the  vetman  hero  has  passed 
ainoe  he  first  landed  upon  the  shores  of  America,  this  was  not 
(mhr  the  most  gbrious,  but  must  have  been  the  most  interesting 
to  bis  feelings. 

The  scene  in  the  Senate  was  not  less  interesting  and  impoa* 
ing  than  4hat  of  the  House ;  and  it  is  well  understood,  that 
General  LaCatyette  is  the  only  public  character  that  has  ever 
been  received  by  the  Senate  of  the  United  States.  This  vk^ 
'  1  honour  was  reserved  for  the  man  who  was  trvij  the  most 


On  Monday,  December  20th,  Mr.  Hayne,  fit>m  the  com- 
mittee to  whom  was  referred  the  subject  of  making  provision 
for  General  Lafayette,  reported  U>  the  senate  a  bill,  providing^ 
that  the  sum  of  200,000  dollars  be  granted  to  Major  Genend 
Lafayette ;  also,  one  complete  and  entire  towndiip  of  land,  to 
be  located  upon  any  of  the  public  lands  that  remain  unscdd. 

Qn  Tuescby,  December  21st,  this  hill  passed  the  Senate,'and 
en  Wednesday,  December  22d,  the  bill  passed  die  House  of 
Representatives. 

Some  slight  objections  w&e  made  to  the  bill  while  under 
discussion  in  Congress,  which  were  remarks  by  way  of  inquiry 
for  informatkm,  rather  thanseiious  oppositkHi,  which  led  one  of 
the  mend>ers,  in  a  eonversatbn  with  Ueneral  Lafayette^  tooAr 
a  delicate  apology ;  but  the  General  with  great  naiveie  inters 
runted  him,  by  adding — ^'  /  too,  Sir,  am^Ae  oj^pontitnu  The 
gilt  is  so  munifioent,  so  far  exceedmff  the  services  of  the  in* 
dividual,  that  had  I  been  a  member  m  Congress,  I  must  hasra 
voted  aj^unstiu" 


A  smousr  of  the  southkrn  ahd  wsstkbit  toitr  or* 

OENXRAL  LATATSTTB. 

General  Lafayette  commenced  his  tour  firom  Washinglony 
dirough  the  southern  and  western  states,  about  the  first  of  March* 
In  his  course  he  visited  the  principal  towns  m  the  states  of  North 
and  South  Carolina,  Georgia,  Alabama»LouMianajr''  '  '    ' 

62 


Digitized  by 


Google 


490  THS  vonft  Of 

Tennessee,  Missouri,  Kentucky,*  IDiBois,  Indianft,  tnd  Okiai 
He  visited  Pittsburg,  and  returned  to  Albany,  by  the  way  of 
Bufliilo  and  the  western  canal.  From  Albany  he  proceeded 
directly  to  Boston,  through  Springfield,  where  be  arrived  on  the 
16th  of  June. 

The  author  regitets  extremely  that  the  limits  of  this  work 
will  not  permit  him  to  give  a  particular  description  of  the  in- 
teresting scenes  that  awaited  the  General  throughout  this  whde 
tour.  It  must,  however,  be  remembered,  that  descriptions  of 
scenes  the  most  interesting,  of  feelings  the  most  sublime  and 
touching,  and  of  characters  the  most  exahed,  lose  their  intended 
effect,  by  being  too  minutely  dwelt  upon,  or  too  often  repeated, 
and  i^ecome  irksome  and  tedious.  A  general  sam«iess  ne* 
eessarily  prevaib  throughout  the  whole ;  as  in  die  Adantic  so 
in  the  western  tour  of  ueneral  Lafayette,  all  classes  of  cidzens 
vied  with  each  other  in  expressuig  the  grateful  emotions  of  their 
hearts  to  the  guest  of  the  nation,  the  veteran  hero,  and  the  pa^ 
triot  benefactor  of  America. 

The  orators  of  the  countiy,  the  surviving  hafoes  of  the  re- 
i^ktion,  the  patriots  and  sages,  the  fahr  daughters  of  Columbia^ 

*£stnct  of  a  letter  from  General  Leftyette  to  a  irentleiiiaii  id 
rhiledelphia,  dated 

L&msvSU,  Mbj  12. 

''In  the  night  of  the  8th  and  9th  init.  we  ran  fbnl  of  a  aat{gf  which  lay 
cenoeehd  two  feet  under  water,  and  lo  weU  n^/iimded  our  iteain-boat,  that 
itpierced  through  our  upper  deck,  and  sunk  the  hoat  in  a  few  minutea. 
We  had  time,  however,  to  come  oat  of  the  ladies'  cabin,  before  the  watet* 
had  penetrated  through  the  partition,  and  aU  landed  safely  without  any 
life  being  loet.  The  Paragon,  which  was  deeoendhig  the  river  in  tlie 
morning,  was  ^ood  enough  to  take  us  on  board  and  bring  us  to  this  pla^. 
This  accident  is  not  imputable  to  any  one ;  the  conduct  of  the  captain  of 
tiie  Mechanic  was  such  as  to  entitle  him  to  the  thanks  which  yon  will  aee 
in  the  St.  Louis  Gazette. 

"  Tou  will  find  in  another  part  of  that  newspaper,  an  error,  which  I  wish 
much  to  be  corrected.  It  is,  that  I  have  only  lost  my  carriage  and  my  hat; 
the  latter  was  most  obligingly  replaced  by  a  mamuaotorer  of  LooiAille. 
But  amongst  tbe  lost  tnSiks  is  that  which  contained  ail  the  papers  which 
I  had  preserved  during  my  iournev — all  my  letters  to  be  answered— 4uid  a  • 
l^eat  number  of  answers  wnich  I  had  prepared  during  twelve  davs  navigar- 
tion.  This  loss  throws  all  my  conespondenoe  into  confhsioo — i  have  not 
saved  a  single  memorandum — and  as  to  everv  thing  anterior  to  the  ship- 
wreck, I  must  rely  on  the  indulgence  of  my  friends.  [One  of  the  trunks 
has  since  been  found  and  is  on  the  way  to  its  owner.] 

<'  I  expect  to  be  on  the  26Ui  or  29th  itf  thb  m<mUi  at  Pittsboig,  and 
arrive  at  Boston  on  the  16th  of  Jnne,  by  the  wav  of  Albany.  I  hope  to  ba 
at  New-Tork  on  the  4th  of  July,  thence  go  to  Washington,  taking  Phila- 
delphia in  my  way,  to  take  leave  of  several  respected  fnends,  and  ombaik 
Ar  Fnaw  on  tha  15th  of  Angnrt." 
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with  dieir  numerous  offipring,  and  the  wfaole  mass  of  chzzeng; 
all  with  one  acclaim  welcomed  the  man  whom  their  united 
hearts  delight  to  honour.  The  same  military  parades,  civic  feasts, 
cordial  and  affectionate  addresses,  triumphal  arches,  splendid 
ba^,  and  soldiers  tears,  that  showed  the  joys  of  kindred  souls, 
greeted  the  arrival  of  Lafayette  in  every  place  he  visited, 
throughout  this  extensive  route,  from  Washington  to  Charles- 
Ion,  to  New-Orleans,  to  St.  Louis,  to  Cinciimati,  to  Pittsburg, 
to  Bu^o,  to  Albany,  and  to  Boston,  a  distance  of  more  than 
4000  miles. 

These  were  not  the  momentary  triumphs  of  a  conaueror, 
who  returns  flushed  with  some  recent  victory;  but  the  tri- 
tmiphs  of  the  hearts  of  other  generations,  who  rise  up  to  bles3 
the  patriot  hero  of  their  country,  who  took  their  fathers  by  the 
hand,  led  them  to  victory  and  glory ;  and  when  he  had  given 
them  an  exalted  rank  among  the  nations  of  the  earth,  stepped 
aside,  and  left  them  to  pursue  then*  enjoyments  of  freedom, 
happiness,  and  honour.  Again,  after  a  lapse  of  nearly  fii^ 
years,  he  comes,  at  the  united  voice  of  more  than  10,000,000 
of  people,  as  free,  as  happy,  and  as  independent,  as  the  nature 
of  man  can  possibly  become,  to  receive  the  welcome  plaudits 
of  the  nation. 

More  than  3000  miles  of  the  western  tour  of  General  La- 
fayette were  a  pathless  desert  when  he  last  visited  America  ; 
now  they  can  proudly  boast  of  nine  new  and  valuable  states, 
covered  with  rich  and  flourishing  cities,  towns,  and  villages ; 
j>ossessing  a  free,  a  virtuous,  and  an  intelligent  pqfNilation; 
.Tichly  enjoying  all  that  is  essential  to  the  happiness  of  man. 
Throughout  this  vast  interior,  the  forests  have  bowed  to  the 
Hxe  of  die  wood-man,  cities,  towns,  and  viOages,  roads,  canals^ 
manufactures,  commerce,  and  the  arts  and  sciences,  have  risen 
into  being,  as  by  die  wand  of  the  magician ;  and  the  all-pro- 
pelling  power  of  steam  has  greatly  facilitated  the  social  and 
commercial  intercourse  throughout  the  vast  circuit  of  this  west- 
em  route. 

The  changes  throughout  the  eastern  or  Atlantic  tour,  m  a 

Eriod  of  forty  or  fifty  years,  far  surpass  every  thing  of  the 
id,  either  in  ancient  or  modem  stoiy,  and  must  have  been 
almost  mcredible  to  the  patriot  hero ;  but  the  changes  of  the 
west  are  far  greater,  and  must  have  appeared  to  him  like  so 
much  of  the  section  of  a  new  creation.  The  sublime  realities 
of  this  whole  scene,  when  taken  collectively,  surpass  thi 
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powers  of  the  pen  or  die  peacU,  and  are  vast  beyond  lb» 
stretch  of  imagmation. 


V. 


BECEPTION  OF  GENERAL  LATATETTE  BT  THE  LEOISLATURE  Of 
MASSACHUSETTS^ — PROCEEDINOS  AT  BUKKSR  HILL. 

Oo  Thursday,  June  16thy  General  Lafayette,  agreeable  to 
invitation,  met  the  Grovemor  and  Council,  the  Senate  and 
House  <^  Representatives,'  in  the  Representative  Chamber* 
The  several  branches  of  the  government  being  assembled,  he 
was  introduced  by  a  committee,  and  seated  by  the  side  of  the 
Governor,  by  the  Speaker's  desk.  The  Governor  then  rose 
and  made  the  foUowing  address  >— 

<<  General  Lafayette, 

^*  The  immediate  Representatives  of  the  people  of  Massa- 
ebusetts,  in  the  Executive  and  Le^ative  departments  of  the 
government,  have  assembled  on  this  occasion  to  offer  you  their 
cordial  congratulations,  on  your  return  in  health  and  safety  to 
the  capital  of  this  Conponwealth,  and  in  the  name  of  mehr 
constitiients,  to  repeat  to  you  the  assurance  of  respectfiil  and 
afieetionate  bterest,  with  which  they  shall  ever  regard  your 
presence  among  them* 

,  *<  Your  arri^  in  die  country,  on  this  happy  visit  to  your 
American  brethren,  was  greeted  by  them  with  expressions  of 
the  liveliest  satisfaction  and  joy.  Your  own  observation  since, 
will  bear  faidiful  witness  how  true  are  their  hearts  to  the  lan^ 
guage  of  salutation,  with  which  they  first  welcomed  you.  The 
{K)^ati<m  which  has  crowded  your  path-way,  the  prosper!^ 
which  has  souled  along  ;jrour  progress,  in  your  tour  through  the 
Union,  are  but  Che  miits  of  events  in  which  you  largely  and 
gbriously  participated.  The  remembrance  of  your  early  sacri- 
fices in  the  cause  of  this  country,  has  excited  the  deepest  sense 
of  public  obligation,  and  the  breasts  of  milfions  ot  freemen 
will  never  cease  to  swell  with  gradtude,  in  the  recognition  of 
your  sermes,  most  generously  and  effectually  rendered  to  an 
expressed  and  suffering  people.  A  nation  just  to  itself  cannot 
be  indiflbrent  to  the  fame  of  its  benefactors,  and  while  liber^ 
is  dear  to  the  enjoyment  of  Ameiicans,  the  names  of  tbosi 
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who  ibugfat  in  its  defence  will  be  associated  wtth  everj  memo- 
rial of  the  scenes  through  which  it  became  triumphant. 

**  In  ofiering  to  you.  General^  the  congratulations  of  the  €ro- 
vemmenty  upon  your  present  vint,  I  have  the  highest  personal 
gratification,  in  fiirdier  executing  the  pleasure  of  the  Legislature, 
by  tendering  to  you  the  hospitalities  of  the  Commonwealdi 
during  its  continuance." 

To  which  General  Lafayette  made  the  following  reply  ^— 
*  •*  Sir — The  honour  ccmferred  upon  roe  by  the  immediate 
Representatives  of  the  State  of  Massachusetts,  in  the  Executive 
and  Legislative  branches,  at  the  same  time  it  fills  my  heart 
with  the  most  lively,  and  the  deepest  sentiments  of  gratitude, 
recaDs  to  my  mind  recollections  equally  gratefiil  and  enidearing  ; 
and  while  I  am  so  kindly  welcomed  by  your  Excellency,  in  tbifl 

Splendid  Stated-House,  I  remember  the  remote  times  when  similar 
vours  have  been  received  on  the  floor  of  Faneuil  Hall— -the 
consecrated  cradle  of  American,  and  I  hope,  of  universal  liberty. 
^  In  the  long  and  happy  series  of  visits  through  the  sevend 
parts  of  the  Union,  to  which  you  have  been  pleased  to  allude, 
jSunker  Hill  has  ever  been  my  polar  star ;  and  I  now  rejoice 
to  be  arrived  in  time  to  join,  on  the  grand  half  century  jubilee, 
with  my  companions  in  arms,  as  being  together  the  representatives 
of  the  early  and  unshaken  devotion  of  our  revolutionary  army 
—-of  the  patriotic  wishes  of  such  of  us  as  are  still  on  this  land 
-*-of  the  dying  prayers  of  those  who  are  no  more ;  and  permit 
m^  here,  Sir,  most  deeply  to  mourn  the  recent  loss  of  my  two 
friends,  your  respected  Predecessors,  who  had  so  heartily 
joined  in  the  late  welcome,  I  have  had  the  happiness  after  a  long 
absence,  to  receive  from  the  people  of  this  State,  and  in  this 
beloved  city  of  Boston,  which  I  never  entered  without  feeling 
the  warmest  emotions  of  afiection  and  gratitude. 

"  Whfle  I  have  continually  to  admire  the  rapid  wonders  of 
creation  and  improvement,  that  have  been  the  result  of  mdepen- 
dence,  freedom,  and  those  republican  institutions,  which  aJond 
are  equal  to  support  the  weight,  and  display  the  faculties  of  an 
extensive  empire,  I  have  particularly  delighted  in  the  sentiments 
of  fellow  feelings,  and  mutual  affection,  whereby  the  people  of 
every  part  of  the  confederacy  are  strongly  attached  to  an  union, 
on  which  resides  the  safety  of  these  states,  and  the  hopes  of 
mankind. 

**I  beg,  Sir,  the  gendenaen  of  the  two  houses  of  the  le^da* 
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ture,  and  your  B^cellency^  to  accept  my  respectful  thankSi  and 
cordial  devotion/' 

The  Greneral  was  then  introduced  by  the  Governor  to  die 
members  of  the  Council  severely,  and  by  the  presiding  officers 
of  the  two  other  boards,  to  the  several  members  who  came  fop- 
ward  to  pay  their  respects  to  him. 

BUNKER  HILL  MONUMENT. 

The  celebration  of  the  F^ieth  Anniversary  of  the  memora- 
ble battle  on  Bunker  Hill,  and  the  ceremony  of  laying  the 
Foundation  Stone  of  an  OBELISK  to  commemorate  that  great 
event,  took  place  on  the  17th  of  June* 

The  day  was  temperate  and  fair ; — and  all  the  arrangements 
made  to  honour  it,  were  executed  with  a  punctuality  and  gcx>d 
order,  which  could  only  be  effected  by  the  entire  union  of  all 
the  hearts  and  hands  in  the  ceremonies. 

The  Grand  Lodge  of  Massachusetts,  ha^g  been  requested 
lo  assist  on  the  occasion,  assembled  at  an  early  hour  in  the 
morning  at  their  Hall,  and  soon  after  were  visited  by  their  illus- 
trious Brother,  Greneral  Lafayette,  and  their  respected  brothers 
George  Washington  Lafayette  and  Le  Vasseur,  The  meeting 
was  most  interesting.  After  the  fraternal  greeting  of  Grand 
Master  Abbot,  the  distinguished  Guest  expressed  the  great 
pleasure  he  felt  in  meeting  his  brethren  in  the  betoved  city  of 
Boston,  on  the  anniversary  of  the  battle  of  Bunker  Hill,  and 
in  the  Grand  Lodge,  whose  first  Grand  Master  had,  in  the  true 
spirit  of  a  Mason,  shed  his  blood  in  defence  of  the  liberties  and 
institutions  of  his  country,  on  that  ever  memorable  occasion. 
The  assemblage  of  the  fraternity  was  very  numerous.  The 
Grand  Lodges  of  Maine,  New-Hampshire,  Rhode-Island,  Ck>n- 
necticut,  Vermont,  and  New-Jersey,  were  represented  by  their 
Grand  Masters,  or  other  distinguished  members ;  and  the  Grand 
Royal  Arch  Chapters  of  several  States,  by  their  Grand  High 
Priests,  and  other  officers.  The  distinguished  Visiter  was  at- 
tended from  and  to  his  residence  at  Mr.  Lloyd's,  by  a  deputa- 
tion composed  of  past  Grand  Masters  and  Deputies. 

The  Grand  Procession  was  formed  near  the  State  House 
with  the  utmost  precision  and  regularity,  under  the  superin- 
tending direction  of  Brigadier  General  Lyman,  assisted  by  a 
staff,  composed  of  Majors  Brimmer  and  Aspinwall  of  Boston, 
Major  Edwards  of  Brighton,  Captains  Sprague  of  Salem,  Ford 
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of  Milton,  Talbot  of  Dedbam,  and  Young  of  CbarlestowD, 
Lieutenant  Baxter,  and  Ensign  Gardner,  of  Boston. 

The  MiUtary  Escort  was  composed  of  sixteen  companies 
and  a  corps  of  cavalry  commanded  by  Lieutenant  Parker,  all 
volunteers,  and  in  full  uniform. 

Survivors  of  the  Baitle. — ^Those  worthies  were  in  e^l 
barouches  and  carriages,  and  were  about  forty  in  number. — 
Each  wearing  on  his  breast  a  badge,  *^  Bunker  HUlj  June  17, 
1775,"  and  many  bearing  the  implements  of  war  they  used  in 
die  tight. 

Then  followed  between  one  and  two  hundred  Revolution* 
ary  Officers  and  Soldiers,  each  bearing  an  appropriate  badge; 
Their  appearance  was  truly  venerable. 

The  Bunker  HIU  Monument  Association^  in  full  numbers^ 
flx  deep,  all  wearing  the  badges,  ^^  B.  H.  M.  A." 

The  Masonic  Procession  succeeded. — ^This.  section  of  the 
P)x>ces8ion  was  very  splendid,  and  exceeded  two  dx>usand  of 
the  fraternity,  with  all, their  jewels  and  regalia.  The  Grand 
Lodge  of  Massachusetts  was  fully  OKanized,  and  bore  the  im^ 
plements  and  vessels  used  m  laying  the  foundations  of  ancient 
edifices.  They  were  followed  by  the  Grand  Encampments 
of  the  Knights  Templars  o(  Khode-Island,  Connecticut, 
Vermont,  Maine,  New-Hampshire,  and  Massachusetts,  in  full 
numbers  with  their  banners,  implements,  and  regalia ;  by  the 
Grand  Lodges  df  the  above  States;  by  the  Grand  Chapter^ 
of  Royal  Arch  Masons,  and  by  various  subordinate  Chapters 
ttid  Lodges,  bearing  banners.  A  full  band  of  music  was  at- 
tached to  the  Masonic  procession.  Of  the  regalia  of  the  Grand 
Lodge,  was  a  gold  Urn,  borne  by  the  Deputy  Grand  Master, 
omtainbg  a  reUc  of  our  departed  Brother  George  Washbgton, 

Hon.  Mr.  Webster,  President,  and  other  officers  of  the 
B.  H.  M.  Association. 

The  Rev.  I^*  Kirkland,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Thaxter,  Ta  Revolutioii* 

ary  Chaplain,)  and  the  Rev.  Mr.  Walker,  Cnaplains  of 

the  day* 

Directors  and  Comnuttees  of  the  Association. 

General  Lafayette^  in  a  coach  and  four,  accompanied  by  Lieu- 
tenant General  Lallemand,  of  Philadelphia. 

Sir.  George  Washington  Lafayette  and  the  General's  suite  in 

a  carriage. 
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His  Excellency  the  Goyenior. 

The  Hon.  Council,  Senate,  and  House  of  Representatives 
acoonipanied  by  the  Adjutant-General,  Secretary, 
Treasurer,  &c. 

Governor  Fenner,  the  Secretary  of  War  of  the  Unhed  States, 
and  odiers. 

Delegations  from  the  various  States. 

Delegation  from  the  Pilgrim  Society  in  Plymouth. 

Officers  of  the  United  States  Navy  and  Army,  and  the  Bfifitaij 
in  uniform. 

Citiittis. 

In  this  order  the  whole  proceeded  from  the  State*House,  about 
half  past  10,  and  passed  throush  Park,  ComnKMi,  School,  Wash- 
ington, Union,  Hanover,  and  Prince-streets,  to  CharlesCovm 
River  Bridge,  and  from  thence  through  Maine,  Green,  and 
High-streets,  in  Charlestown,to  theMooumemal  square.  T^ 
front  of  the  procession  had  nearly  reached  the  hridge  viiien  the 
rear  of  it  left  the  Common. 

AH  the  streets,  the  houses  to  their  roofs,  and  in  some  mstan^ 
ces  to  chimney-tops,  and  every  situation  on  whicfa  a  footing 
could  be  obtained  for  a  prospect  of  the  procession,  were  fiiled 
widi  a  condensed  mass  of  well  dressed,  cheerful  looking  per-> 
sons,  of  all  sexes  and  denominations,  many  of  whom  bad  oc^ 
cupied  their  stations  for  several  hours ;  and  who,  at  appropriate 
places,  spontaneously  rent  the  air  with  joyous  and  orderly  ao^ 
ckunations,  while  the  Ladies  di^layed  their  tokens  of  smiles, 
and  waving  handkerchiefs,  as  die  procession  passed,  particularly 
when  the  Guest  was  in  sight. 

Arrived  at  die  Monument  spot,  the  various  sections  of  the 
procession  formed  a  square  around  it ;  when  the  Grand  Master 
of  Massachusetts,  accompanied  by  General  Lafayette,  Presi- 
dent Webster,  the  Past  Grand  Masters,  the  District  Deputy 
Grand  Master,  bearing  the  Architectural  Implements,  the  Grand 
Wardens,  bearing  the  Coruj  Wine^  and  Ou^  in  vases,  the  Grand 
Chaplain,  Grand  Treasurer,  and  Principal  Architect,  repaired 
around  die  foundation  stone,  which  having  been  squared,  level- 
led, and  plumbed,  by  the  Grand  Master,  Brother  Fayette,  and 
Mr.  Webster,  and  declared  to  be  true  and  proper,  the  foilowing 
deposits  were  made  in  the  cavity  of  the  Stone  >-« 
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L  The  oflkial  account  of  the  batde  of  Banker  HBI,  by  the 
Ph»vincial  Congress  of  Massachusetts  Baj. 

3.  Official  account  by  General  Gage.  IBoA  wriUm  on 
parchment^  and  presented  by  Mr.  John  F.  Eliot] 

3.  All  the  printed  accounts  of  the  battle,  viz.  by  Samuel 
Sweet,  by  H.  Dearborn,  Major  General  U.  S,  A*-'--and  by  a 
Bottonian,  (Alden  Bradford,  Esq.) 

4.  Plan  of  the  battle,  and  a  plan  of  Charlestown. 

5.  Circular  Letter  of  Bunker  HiU  Monument  AasocittkHi, 
by  Edward  Everett. 

6.  Address  of  Bunker  Hill  Monument  Association,  by  Wil- 
liam Sullivan. 

7.  Account  of  the  batde  of  Lexington  in  an  address  deirreAd 
at  Concord,  by  Edward  Everett. 

^  8.  Life  of  Jonah  Quincy,  jun.  containing  letters  and  foe 
nmiliei  of  the  writines  ofrevolutiottaiy  characters. 

9.  Coins  of  the  l^ited  States. 

10.  Jlfedob  of  distinguished  persons  connected  with  Americai 
presented  by  the  Hon.  Thomas  L,  Wbthrop.  3^  Medab 
iare  the  fouawing  inscry^tions^  mr. 

Conutia  Amerieaiia 

GEORGIO  WASHINGTON, 

Snpremo  Duel  Exercitnum,  Adtertori  Libertatis.    Hostibof  Pzimo 

Fuffatis ;  Bostonia  Recuperate, 

XYti.  Martu  MDCCLXX VI. 

BENJ.  FRANKLIN, 

Natoa  Boston,  xtu.  Jan.  MDCCVI 

"Eripuit  CcBk)  Fulmen,  Sceptnimqae  Tyrazmia.** 

CHRISTOPHORU8  COLUMBUS, 

Natui  Aa.  MCCCCXLU.    Cogoreti  ai  Genaam,  Obilt  ia  Yallt  . 

Oleti,  Apud  HispaAoa, 

An.  MDVf. 

Comitia  Americana 

GULIELMO  WASHINGTON, 

Legiams  EqwU :  Prmfeeto. 

Hoi  piifa  mOitom  manu  strenoe  nroeeoutna  hoateit.  Tirtntia  ing«Bit9 

preclarom  ipecimen  dedit,  in  Pugna  ad  Cowpens, 

X7U.  Jan.  MDCCLXXVI. 

Comitia  Americana 

JOH.  EGAR  HOWARD, 

LegiomU  PeditMm  Prtrf9cto. 

4^  in  antantem  hostium  aciem  euUto  irruens,  praBclarain  belliMi 

virtutia  jpecimen  dedit,  in  Pu^a  ad  Cowpena, 

ZTii.  Jan.  MDCCLXXXI. 
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THADDEUS  KOSCIUSZ1CO, 
NiIm^Ab.  MDCCXLVI.    Siecbnowier  DuMt  Litharitt  In 
Obiit  An.  MDCCCXVIL 

Coinitia  Americana 
JOANNI  PAVLO  JONBS, 

,  Prafeeto  Ctassis. 

Hoatinm  Nivibus  Captis  aut  FygfCBftifl  ad  oram  Sartin, 
zzU.  Sept.  MDCCLXXVm. 

1 1  •  A  fragment  of  the  Plymouth  Rock. 
'    is.  One  of  each  of  the  newspapers  of  the  week. 

13.  Specimens  of  Old  Continental  Money,  presented  hf 
Messrs.  Lemuel  Blake  and  Ebenezer  Cbugh,  and  by  Major 
B|ss. 

14.  The  Silver  Pkte^  twelve  by  eight  inches,  bearing  the 
following 

IKSCRIPTION. 

«On  the  XVII.  day  of  June,  MDCCCXXT.  at  the  repeat  of  tli» 
Bunker  Hill  Monument  Aaaociation,  the  Moat  Wonlupfiil  John  ^MeC, 
Ckand  Master  of  Maaona  in  Maaaachuaetta,  did,  in  the  presence  fii  Gene- 
ral Lrfmyet^e,  lay  this  comer-atone  of  a  Jtfemifiiciit  to  teatiQr  the  gratitude 
of  the  nresent  generation  to  their  Fathers,  who,  on  the  17th  of  June,  177^ 
here  fought  in  the  cauae  of  their  coontiT,  and  of  fiee  institntiona,  the  me- 
moxahle  Battle  of  Bunker  HiU,  and  with  their  blood  vindicated  for  their 
poaterity  the  priyilem  and  happineas  this  land  haa  aince  enjoyed.  Offi- 
cers of  the  Bunker  Hill  Monument  Association.  Preaident,  Darnel  Wek' 
ster;  Vice-Preaidenta,  Thomas  H.  Perkins,  Joseph  Story ;  Secretary,  Ed- 
ward Everett ;  Treasurer,  Nathaniel  P.  Ruaaell.  Directora^ — ^Nathan  Ap- 
pleton,  Loanuni  Baldwin,  George  Blake,  Isaac  P.  Davia,  Henrjr  A.  o. 
Dearborn,  Franklin  Dezter,  Bemamin  Gorham,  Samuel  D.  Hams,  Setli 
Knowles,  Amos  Lawrence,  Theodore  Lyman,  jun.  David  L.  Morrill,  Francis 
J.  Oliver,  William  Prescott,  Daniel  Putnam,  Jesse  Putnam,  David  Sears, 
Nathaniel  Silsbee.  William  Sullivan,  Samuel  Sweet,  George  Ticknor, 
William  Tudor,  John  Wells,  Oliver  Wolcott,  John  G.  Warren.  Standimr 
committees  for  collecting  aubacriptions, — ^Henry  A.  S.  Dearborn,  John  (31 
Warren,  Edward  Everett,  George  Blake,  and  Samuel  D.  Harria.  Com- 
mittee on  the  form  of  the  Monument, — Daniel  Webster,  L.  Baldwin,  G. 
Stuart,  Washington ^Uston,  and  G.  Ticknor. 

President  of  the  United  States,  John  Quincv  Adams.  Governor  <^Masaa> 
ehuaetts,  Levi  Lincoln.  Governor  of  New-Hampshire,  David  L.  Morrill. 
Governor  of  Co^ecticut,  Oliver  Wolcott.  Governor  of  Vermont,  C.  P. 
Van  Ness.  Governor  of  Rhode-Island,  James  Fenner.  Governor  of 
Maine,  Albion  K.  Parris.    Alexander  Parria,  Architect." 

These  articles  were  deposited  in  a  leaden  box,  and  covered 
with  melted  wax ; — ^the  top  of  the  box  being  soldered  and  se- 
cured.— ^This  was  put  in  another  leaden  box,  somewhat  larger  ; 
the  interstice  filled  with  pitch,  and  the  box  hermetically  secured* 
Thus  prepared,  it  was  placed  on  a  large  fragment  of  granite,  and 
the  Coroer-Stone,  having  an  excavation  adapted  to  the  box, 
was  lowered,  by  operative  Masons,  over  it,  so  as  to  receive  i^ 
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wdl  w«s  iben  stroiq^y  fastened  bf  iron  clangs  to  the  aubjaoettt 
Ipraoite. 

The  Grand  Chapkhi,  the  R.  W.  Br.  AUea,  of  Chelmsfivd, 
then  prcKKHinced  a  benediction ;  the  Grand  Master  strewed  the 
Com,  Wine,  and  Oil,  and  delivered  the  implements  of  Archi- 
tectnre  to  the  Master  Bu3der,  with  orders  to  erect  the  Momi- 
ment  on  the  true  principles  of  Masonry,  to  which  the  Architect 
made  the  followin|  reply  9-— 

Most  Worshipful  Grand  JUiu^er-— I  receive  from  your  hands 
these  implements  of  science  and  labour,  belonging  to  my  crc^ 
vnAprofessioHj  with  feelings  of  great  personal  diffidence,  but  still 
m  the  strongest  jconfidence  and  faith  that  such  is  the  triumphant 

r'  t  of  the  age,  and  such  the  numbers,  ability,  and  power,  of 
B  who  have  ordered  the  cra/ismen  to  commence  building, 
that  the  work  will  ^o  bravely  on,  and  the  fathers  who  have  this 
day  come  up,  resting  each  upon  his  staff,  to  see  you  lay  the 
Corner-Stone,  will  live  long  enough  to  witness  the  dedication 
at  the  completion  of  the  structure. 

The  benediction  being  repeated,  the  Grand  Master  pro» 
Qounced  the  ceremonies  ended. 

The  procession,  which  was  inside  the  lines,  then  cheered, 
«nd  salutes  were  fired  on  Bunker  Hill  by  the  Charlestown  At* 
tillery,  Captain  Sanders,  and  on  Copps  Hill  in  Boston,  by  the 
Sea  Fencibles,  commanded  by  Lieut.  Lewis. 

The  procession  then  moved  to  an  amphitheatrical  area,wfaere 
accoqfunodationshad  been  made  on  a  most  ample  scale,  for  the 
accommodation  of  the  auditors  of  the  address  of  the  President 
of  the  Association.  They  included  a  large  portion  of  the 
north-eastern  declivity  of  the  battle  hiD.  In  the  centre  of  the 
base,  a  rural  arch  and  bower,  surmounted  by  the  American 
Eagle,  was  formed  for  the  government  of  the  Association,  and 
some  of  the  Guests,  in  front  of  which,  after  the  venerable  Mr. 
Thaxter  had  addressed  the  Throne  of  Grace,  the  Orator,  mi 
ccdoj  pronounced  an  Address,  which  none  but  its  author  is  ca- 
pable of  doing  justice  to  in  a  summary,  and  which  will  be  printed 
and  read  with  a  pleasure  equalled  only  by  that  which  electrified 
the  vast  assemblage  who  listened  to  it  for  nearly  one  hour  and 
.  a  quarter.  It  is  enough  for  us  to  say,  that  it  was  in  every  par- 
ticular worthy  of  the  celebrity  of  the  orator ;  and  that  his  address 
to  the  silver-headed  worthies  of  the  Revolution,  and  to  the  dis- 
tinguished Guest  of  the  Nation,  filled  every  heart  with  trans- 
poit.     On  each  side  of  the  bower,  *seats  with  awnin|:sy  had 
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been  prqrared,  and  were  filled  l^  more  dian  ene  dirwwwdl 
lldies,  irom  all  parts  of  the  Union,  presenting  a  spectacle  of 
inimated  beautjr  and  intelligence,  and  ofiering  a  mie  contrast 
10  the  other  parts  of  the  auditory. — The  exercises  commeDoed 
•ad  closed  with  the  following  Hymns,  sung  by  a  powerftd  ehoir, 
to  the  two  good  old  tunes* 

FIRST  HTMN. 

By  Rer.  John  Pierpont. .Tone  ^  Old  BminlT 

O,  is  not  thi«  »  hokj  ipot  t 

'Tis  the  high  place  of  Freedom's  birth  :-< 
God  of  oar  Athers !  ia  it  not 
The  holiMt  qK>t  of  all  the  earth? 

Quendied  ia  thy  Same  on  Horeb'a  aida ; 

The  robber  roams  o'er  Binai  now ; 
And  those  old  men,  thy  seers,  abide 

No  more  on  Zion's  moamfttl  brow. 

But  on  tki*  hiU  thoa,  Lord,  has  dwelt^ 

Sinoa  ro«md  its  head  the  war^loud  eulad. 
And  wrapped  our  fathers,  where  they  hoelt 
^  In  prayer  and  battle  for  a  world. 

Here  sleeps  their  dost;  'tis  holy  groiuidi 

And  we,  the  children  of  the  brave. 
From  thy  fonr  winds  are  ^thered  roond. 

To  lay  our  ofiforing  on  their  grave. 

Free  as  the  winds  around  ns  blow, 

Free  as  yon  waves  below  us  q>read. 
We  rear  a  pile,  that  long  shall  throw 

Ita  ahadow  on  their  sacred  bed. 

But  on  their  deeds  no  shame  shall  fUl, 
While  o'er  their  coach  thy  stkn  shall  flame : 

Thine  ear  was  bowed  to  hear  their  call. 
And  thy  right  hand  shall  guard  their  fiune. 

SECOND  HYMN. 

By  Rev.  James  Flint Tune  "  $t,  Martins.'* 

O  Glorious  day !  that  saw  the  array 

Of  freemen  m  their  might, 
When  here  they  stood,  unused  to  bloody 

Yet  dared  th  unequid  fight. 

The  sons  are  met  to  own  the  debt 

Due  to  their  fathers'  fame  ; 
And  here  thejr  place  the  ookimn's  base 

To  bear  their  deathless  name. 

"Tis  not  that  here  the  victor's  cheer 

Rung  o'er  the  falling  foe, — 
That  earth  here  drank  of  many  a  rank, 

Th'  life-blood's  gushing  flow. 

The  pledge  here  given  to  earth  and  heaTSOi 

Freomen  to  live  or  die— 
This  gives  th^ir  fame  its  sacred  claim 
v^    To  mmiortality. 
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To  Ood,  who  wiU'd  a  state  to  bqiUj 

Baaed  on  the  rights  of  man. 
Glory  we  gWo,  wEo  thii  day  Uto 

To  hail  th'  accomplished  plan. 

The  Guests  and  Subscribers  to  die  dinner  were  then  escorted 
to  Bunker  Hili,  where  an  edifice,  covering  38^400  square  feet 
jof  gnxmdy  had  been  erected,  and  m  which  at  tpreke  tables,  mo- 
iling its  entire  length,  400  feet,  4000  plates  were  laid,  wUcb 
were  all  occupied.  A  spacious  gallery  contained  an  excel- 
lent band  of  music ;  and  the  Mowing  toasts,  interspersed  widi 
-Mags,  and  martial  airs,  were  ttfiDOunced  by  Mr.  F.  C.  Whiston, 
amidst  the  most  deafenbg  bursts  of  appteusc-^^Tlie  scene  defies 
descrmtion  ;  and  as  much  order  prevailed,  as  was  compatible 
with  the  festivity  of  the  occasion  and  the  magnitude  of  the  com* 
pany. 

Ist  The  nth  cfJune  1775.~The  marble  mav  moulder  } 
but  while  a  heart  beats  in  an  American's  bosom,  there  will  be 
a  tablet  firom  which  the  record  of  that  day's  glcMj  shall  never 
be  effiiced. 

An  ODE. — ^By  Rufus  Dawes,  Esq. 

2d.  7%e  MUitia. — ^Wbat  more  than  to  name  the  spot  wherieoD 
we  stand,  to  proclaim  its  character  to  the  world.  Tune-— ^^  jfafH 
kee  DooUe}' 

3d.  The  Committee  of  Safety. — ^The  early  guardians  of  oar 
nation's  rights  ;  fearless,  as  4ithful  in  the  execution  of  their 
trust.    Tune — ^^Rise  Columbia.*' 

4th.  7%e  Martyrs  of  Bunker  ESU  Battle,^We  inhale  die 
air  they  breathed ;  we  tread  the  ground  they  trod ;  we  surround 
the  altar  where  their  lives  were  ofi^red ;  we  swear  devotion  to 
their  cause  ! — (drank  standing.) 

An  0D«. — ^By  Thomas  Wells,  Esq. 

dth.  Bunker  BxU  Monument. — ^Its  proud  summit  shall 
brighten  with  the  moming!s  first  beam,  and  the  evening's  last 
ray ;  it  shall  glow  with  a  stiU  richer  and  purer  light  in  speaking 
their  deeds  who  repose  beneath  it. 

An  ODE. — By  Dr.  Percival. 

6th.  The  Survivers  of  Bunker  ESU  Battle.  The  gloom  of 
that  day  may  dweU  on  meir  recollection ;  but  in  the  brightnesi 
of  ihiSf  they  feel,  that  they  fought  under  the  auspices  of  Heaven. 
Tune—"  Adams  and  Liberty:' 

[After  the  6th  regular  toast  the  following  sentiment  was  given 
and  cordially  received  :-^] 
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Hie  Orator  rf  Hu  Day. — ^A  statesman  vtA  patriot,  wi» 
knows  no  pait)^  out  his  countiyi  who  feels  no  imjMilse  but  bar 
welfare. 

7th.  Lexington  and  Concord, — There  the  eamai  wai 
given,  that  a  people,  resisted  to  he  free^  can  never  be  en* 
slaved !    Tune—"  Old  Soldier.*' 

8tb.    The  Resident  of  the  UnkedStates^—^IFM&me^oiiV 

9th.  The  Governor  of  the  Conunonweahfa^— <'  Oovemor 
BrooVt  March:' 

10th.  The  C^tm«i/a2  .^my.— Whom  mc^oiy  could  not 
elate,  whom  d^eat  could  not  depress  $  their  canse  tfa^  cooh 
tiy ;  their  trust  their  God ! 

An  ODE. — ^Bv  Revered  John  Pierpont. 

1  ]  th.    The  Memorjr  of  Washington.    Dirge. 

13th.  The  Continental  Congreee. — The  enAodied  vntdom 
of  the  nection  ;  which  wroueht  the  freedom  of  one  hemisphere, 
end  promul^ted  the  principles  which  will  emancipate  the  other. 

13th.  The^  Memory  of  Warren. — ^Associated  with  this 
occasion ;  his  name  comes  to  us  "  as  the  gende  rain  from 
Heaven,  refreshing  the  place  beneath." 

After  the  regular  toasts  the  President  of  the  Association  said^ 

He  rose  to  propose  a  toast,  in  behalf  of  the  Directors  of  the 
Association.  Probably  he  was  already  anticipated,  in'  the  name 
which  he  should  mentioo.  It  was  well  known,  that  the  distinguish- 
ed personage  near  him,  from  the  time  when  he  first  became  ac* 
quainted  with  the  object  of  the  Association,  had  taken  much 
interest  in  it,  and  had  expressed  an  intention  to  be  present  at 
the  ceremony  of  laying  the  Comer-Slone.  This  purpose  he 
had  kindly  remembered,  through  the  long  course  of  his  visits 
to  the  several  States.  It  was  not  at  aU  necessary  to  say — ^in- 
deed it  could  not  be  said-rhow  much  his  presence  had  added 
to  the  interest  and  pleasure  of  the  occasion.  He  should  pro- 
ceed at  once  to  the  grateful  duty  which  the  Directors  bad  en* 
joined  on  him,  and  propose  to  the  company      

"Health  and  long  life  to  General  LAFAYETTE." 
On  which  General  Lafayette  rose,  and  thus  expressed  liim- 
self: — 

Gentlemen — ^I  will  not  longer  trespass  on  your  time  than 
to  thank  you  in  the  name  of  my  Revolutionary  companions  in 
arms  and  myself  for  the  testimonies  of  esteem  and  affection,  I 
may  say,  of  filial  affection,  which  have  been  bestowed  upon  m 
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-  <m  Ae  memorable  celebradon  of  this  Annivermy  dajr ;  and  to 
oflerour  fervent  prayers  for  the  preservation  of  that  Repabfi* 
can  freedom,  equality,  and  self-government,  that  blessed  unioii 
between  the  States  of  the  confederacy  for  which  we  have  fou^ 
and  bled,  and  on  which  rest  the  hopes  of  mankind.  Permit  me 
to  propose  the  following  sentiment  :*- 

^uiuker  Hill,  and  the  hofy  resistance  to  oppression  which  has 
already  enfranchised  the  American  hemisphere, — Che  next  Half 
Centuiv  Jubilee's  toast  diall  be^--<o  ErfflraviMsed  Eurwe* 

By  hit  Exedkncylhe  Oovemor. — That  Monument,  the  baiB 
of  which  was  laid  b  1775 — the  Column  of  Jbnerifian  fami^ 
which  time  is  strengthening  to  adamant,  and  raising  with  the 
spirits  of  those  \rfK>  laid  il — to  Heaven. 

By  the  Honaurabk  James  Barbour ,  Secretarv  of  Wwr^'^ 
,  Bunker  Hill — ^favoured  spot,  consecrated  by  valour,  by  gratis 
tude,  and  by  ekM]{uence. 

By  the  Delegation  of  the  PUgrim  Society.— The  Arm  raised 
on  this  Hill  in  the  cause  of  human  rights — and  nobly  sustained 
by  the  strength  of  the  whole  body. 

Thus  passed  this  great  and  splendid  celebration  Heaven 
seemed  to  smile  upon  the  day ;  and  namre  never  wore  a  more 
delightful  aspect.  Upon  this  subject  a  Boston  writer  remarics^-^ 

<'  The  human  eye  never  opened  on  a  more  delightful  mom* 
ing;  not  a  cloud  obscured  the  smallest  portion  of  the  firmament; 
and  the  seasonable  showers  of  the  day  preceding  had  brightened 
the  emerald  hue  of  the  earth.  The  whole  fiice  of  nature  wore 
its  loveliest  aspect ;  the  flooring  was  spread  with  her  richest 
variegated  carpet ;  the  canopy  was  all  azure  and  sunshine.  Hie 
thousands  of  human  beings,  congregated  to  witness  the  specta* 
cle,  seemed  to  inspire  with  the  breathing  atmosphere,  comph* 
cency  and  delight ;  and  every  face,  whether  it  belonged  to  the 
feeble  veteran  of  the  silver  lock,  the  manly  soldier  decorated 
with  plume  and  sword,  the  inquisitive  and  admiring  child,  or  to 
woman,  the  still  more  interesting  product  of  heavenly  skill  and 
goodness,  every  face  beamed  with  gratulation,  and  reflected 
back  the  smile  of  the  Creator." 

The  Guest  of  the  Nation  had  no  vacant  time  during  his  late 
stay  in  Boston.— He  forgets  no  one,  and  omits  nothing,  which 
he  ought  to  remember  or  perform.  After  the  arduous  duties 
of  Friday  he  passed  the  evening  at  a  splendid  party  given  by 
1^.  Daniel  Webster,  in  Summer-street.  Chi  Saturday  he 
visited  the  venerable  John  Adams,  at  his  seat  in  Quincy ;  re- 
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cured  Tnten  it  Ifr.  Uo^d's,  where  be  dined ;  and  wpeiA  die 
'OTening  at  a  large  party  giTen  by  Mrs.  U^d.  On  Simday  ha 
atfended  dirkie  aenrice  in  the  Cbtircb  io  oratde-street,  and  in 
Trinity  Church*  During  the  iotemiiasion  be  visited  General 
Hull  and  Ladjr,  at  the  residence  of  Mr.  McLelian,  m  WinArop- 
place,  where  be  met  his  old  companions  in  arms,  General 
Cobb,  General  Huntington,  Colonel  Putnam,  and  others.^ — He 
dien  visited  General  Dearborn,  and  Honourable  T.  L.  Wimbn^ 
at  their  residences*  In  the  afiemoon  he  visited  the  countij 
bouse  of  the  Honourable  Thomas  H.  Perkins,  at  BrooUbe. 
Li  the  evening  he  called  on  Mrs^  Ticknor,  in  Common-street^ 
paid  his  req>eeft  to  Madame  HumpbrcTS,  the  relict  of  his  frieDd 
and  companion  in  arms,  General  H.  at  her  residence  on  Mount 
Vernon,  and  passed  the  residue  of  the  evening  at  Mrs*  Richard 
Derby's,  m  Chesnut-street* 

On  Monday  he  breakfasted  widi  Brigadier  Genod  Lyman. 
About  noon  visited  die  Massachusetts  General  Hospital,  in 
compaqr  widi  the  Governor,  Lieutenant  Governor,  the  MayoTi 
General  Lallemande,  Colonel  M'Lane,  Dr.  Mitchell,  &c. — ^He 
was  received  by  the  President,  Directors,  and  Physicians ;  ex- 
amined all  parts  of  the  Hospital,  and  expressed  the  high  grati- 
fication he  felt  m  the  contemplation  of  the  benefits  to  humanity 
flowing  from  this  extensive  and  useful  bstitution.  He  then 
vifited  the  New-England  Museum ;  received  several  deputa* 
lions  at  his  residence,  dined  with  the  Mechanic  Association  at 
4  o'clock,  and  visited  the  Theatre  in  the  evening* 

On  Tuesday  morning,  about  9  o'clock,  the  General  and  his 
suite,  accompanied  by  Cobnels  Quincy  and  Davis,  of  the  Go- 
vernor's staff,  set  out  from  Mr.  Lloyd's  on  his  Eastern  journey* 

The  Legislature  of  Massachusetts  have  made  provision  for 
paying  the  expenses  of  Lafayette's  late  visit  to  Boston  out  of  the 
State  Treasiuy.  Grants  have  also  been  made  to  die  surrivers 
of  Bunker  Hill  batde  who  attended  the  late  celebration,  of  three 
dollars  each,  and  one  dollar  for  every  twenty  miles  traveL 


THE  END. 
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